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CHAPTER  h 


Krst  intimation    of    Dunmare'*s    hostilify^^TUniOTes    fJie 
giin-powder  from  the  ma^az,ine-^Corporation   of  H'iJ- 
llamsburs  address  him  on  the  sutject  ;    he  1re\nrn»   a 
*  Terbal    answer — ContribuHtm  subscriifidforihe  BoslO' 
nians^^Dunmor^s  tetter  to   the  British  Ministry — Tito 
Governor  issues  a  proclamation — Causes  of  the  ^otem^ 
mx^s   alorm— ropfttiit  Montague  threatens  to  fire  upon 
York  Town^fVilliamsburg  Committee  pass  resolutions 
iherenpon — Six  hundred  men  assemble  at  Frsdericksburg ., 
•^DeUver  their  sentiments  for  pnbUeation^  and  then  re* 
tere^The    Hanover    Volunteers  under    Patrick  Henry  ^ 

march  for  IfFiiliamsburg'^The  Kin^s  receiver'^eneral 
makes  compensation  for  the  seizure  of  tlie  gun-powder^^ 
The  Volunteer^  of  Hanover  offer  their  services — not 
thought  necessary--' Exeelient  order  preserved  during  the 
march  of  ths  Hanover  Volunteerit — The  Governor  w- 
sues  a  prodamalion,  af;ainst  P.  Henry  and  'his  follow*  ^ 
srs — Address  to  P.  Henry-^The  Council  address  tlie  Peo-* 
fle^^Pairick  Henry  escorted  by  Volunteer^on  his  way  to 
Con^ress-^General  Jlnsembly  meet — General  reflections^-^ 
^Assembly  meet — The  Governor  addresses  them  m  a  speech 
— .if^»onftft/  return  an  answer  —The assembly  request  in-  » 
formation  with  respect  to  the  ^penditure  on  the  Indian 
expedHion^Partial  compliance  sf  the  Governor — Assein" 
hly  appoint  a  committee  to  inspect  the  mof^azine — Jhm- 
more^s  conduct  ^  thereup  Vr^^ssembly  resent  Dunmort^9  *  . ,  ' 
rudeness  —  Tlie  Council  make  0  communieatioTi   to  the  ^  ' 

house  of  Burgesses — The  House  receive  a  message, ^rom 
the  Gcroemar  on  the  subject  oF  the  sun-poivder^^Heao'*  ••# 

Intion  to  address  Uie    Governor — Committee   appointed. 
MesoltUian  never  acted  upon —    he   Council  address    the  f 

GwDSrnor^^Tfbt    Governor  retires  on  board  of  a  man  of  C 

war.  5 


177S 


^irut  inti- 
n)a*:ion    of 
Dunnorc's 
hostility, 
March  28. 


Removes 
the  Gun- 
Po^viler 
from  the 
m  i^izine, 
Af^ril  20. 


HISTORY  OF 

In  eompiling  the  history  of  Virginia  from  the  year  177^ 
it  \\\\\  be  necessary  to  review  someof  (he  transactions  rcla-^ 
ted  in  (he  last  chapter  of*  the  Sd  volume  of  Bark's  histo- 
ry. 1  am  induced  to  make  (liis  recapitula(ion9  not  only 
because  i(  seems  mostconformable  to  unity  of  design  and 
perspicuity  of  arrangement  to  commence  at  the  first  o- 
pen  act  of  hostility  committed  in  Virginia^  but  also  be^ 
i'auseit  is  in  my  |iower  to  supply  some  omissions  of  my 
predecessor.  Isb&ll  proceed  therefoiT  to  give  an  ample 
detail  of  ihe  events  of  jhat  period  of  Virginian  Uistory^^ 
and  also  a  condensed  narrative  of  the  operations  of  the 
hostile   armies  in  the  other  states. 

On  the  -siSth  of  March  177d,  Dunmore  had  issued  a  pro^ 
elamation,  by  command,  as  he  said,  of  the  King,  requir-^ 
ing  all  civil  officers  to  use  their  u(most  exertions  to  pre- 
vent the  apiMiintment  of  deputies  from  Virginia  to  the  eon- 
tiilontal  congress,  which  was  to  assemble  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  10(h  of  May.  I'his  proclamation,  by  whatever  au- 
ihorily  issued,  had  no  other  f^ffeet  than  to  convince  the 
colonists  of  thiir  governor*s  hostility.  BiU  they  did  not 
wait  long  before  they  re-ceived  a  much  tnore  decided  in- 
tima(ion   of  his  evil  disposition  towards  them. 

*  Between  3  and  4  o'clock,  on  Thursday  morning,  April 
the  20th,  Ca|»t.* Collins  with  a  body  of  men  belonging  to 
the  Magdalen  armed  schooner,  by  the  commanii  of 
Dunmore.  came  from  Burwell's  ferry  toWiiliamsbui^,  and 
privately  removed  out  of  the  magazine,  and  carried  on 
lieardthat  schooner,  about  20  barrels  of  gunpowder  be^ 
longing  to  (he  colony 

When  (he  morning  appeared  and  this   discovery    wai 
made*  the  C^ommon  Hall  assembietl  and  presented  an  ad« 
•dress  to  the  Governor. 

They  s(a(ed  the  apprehensions  which  had  been  excited 
by  (his  measure:  that  the  magazine  l;^ad   been  ei'ected  at 


*  We  have  adoptee!  what  we  deem  the  most  correct  aathoritv  ;f<^r 
even  ci-snns  who  weie  on  tlie  spot,  have  varied  in  tticir  re^Uons  at 
the  time  when  the  tr«iasaction  took  places 


VinGIN'IA. 


.  * 


Hxfi  etpenoe  nf  Uie  colony,  and    api>ro])riafei1  io  Ihe  safe     CHAPiv^ 
keeping  of  the    mililapy     stores  deposited  tliere,    from  I. 

time  to  time  ;  that  these  were   intended  for  the  proteeti-  ii 

on  of  the  colony  by  anning  the  militia  to  repel  invasions  or  Crporaii- 
to  suppress  insurrections— and  that  the\  conceived  it  to  be  J^.""^,^^ '^"' 
the  only  proper  repository   to  which  to  resort  in  times  <>f  ^(Uiress 
danger,  that  such   times   of  danger  impended  over  lliem,  him    ^n 
as  they    were  informed    by  reports  from  various  parts  of  ihcsu'jgect* 
the  colony,  titat  the  Negroes  were  ripe  for  insurrection; 
to  which  diabolical  purpose  they  were  instigated  by  certain 
kicked  6c  designing  men  ;  "^     that  from  the  situation  of  the 
magazine,  in  the  ceni  re  of  the  city,  they    had  been   expo- 
sed to  dangers,  to  ward  off  which  ihey  had  kept  a  strong 
guard   onfoot;'that  in  their erkieal  situation  the  rem(»val 
of  their  principal  means  of  defence  was  highly  alarming  ; 
that  they   considered    themselves  the   guanlians  of    the 
citj,  and  requested  to  be  informed  for  what  purpose   flic 

r -powder  had  been  removed,  and  to  solicit  that  it  might 
immediately   returned. 

The  governor  returned  a  verbal  answer  ;  that  the  alarm  Hcretu 
excited  by  the  reports  of  an  insurrection  among  the  slavey, 
had  caused  him  to  remove  the  gunpoMtler.  as  he  did  not 
think  it  safe  Where  it  had  been  deposited«-t hat  in  ease  an 
insurreetion  should  take  place*  he  would,  upon  his  lionorf 
Tetam  it  in  half  an  hour  ;  that  he  had  removed  it  in  the 
night  to  prevent  alarm,  and  t bat  captain  Collins  had  his 
express  orders  for  what  he  had  done  ;  that  he  was  surprised 
tohearthe  people  were  in  commotion  f  and,  that  under 
such  circumstances  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  put 
arms   into  their  hands. 

When     the    corporation  reported  this    answer   to  t' 
eitizens  who  nad  assembled,  some    with   arms,   and    ^ 
Wi.'hoot,  they  peat'cably    retiretl  to  iheir  several    h' 

But   a   report  prt»vailing  that  the  n-ariaes  were 
and  marching  to  town,  they  re-as»«enil>led   under 
the    magazine  ;  here,  a  patrole  for  the  nigh' 
pointed,  they  retiree!. 

TWs  mild  answer  of  Dnnmore  breathed  a 
spirit  ft»om  that  by  which  he  was  really  a- 
Reheard  that  the   people  were  in   arms 
to  the  highest  degree  of  passion  ;  he  sw 
God,"f  that  if  any  injury  was  offeree' 


a    verb 
'answer 


ac 

\ani\^ 
,  beings 
very.diff^J 


♦  This  seems  to  be  an  insinuation  t' 
at  the    head,  or  had  someknowledge 

t  Ooctor     Pasteur's    tesrirnonv 
House  of  Delcgntcs,  M  S  Joarn-^ 


are 
to 


••  b^  tbe  "^ 


te  .^»* 
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<'IIAP.    ofRf rrs  wlia  liail  artecl  undei*  bb  direetiens,  In  the  affi^i^ 
I.         of  the  ^11 II  |>owder,  be  woulci  proclaim  freedoni    lo   the 
I  I  {flaves  and    re4]u('e  WilUaDisbiirg  to  ashes.     This  6avag;e 

Ihreal   he  did  not  ulti  iitpl  to  eoneeaK  hut  sent  it    bj  May 
ol*  message  to  nianj^  ot*  the  prineipal   inhabitants  of  tho 
tovn.  The  leaps  oFsome  were  mi  far  exeited  as  to  induce 
them  to  send  their  wi>es  and  children  into  the  eountry. 
Contribu-        Theeitizensof William>^burgha%ing  assembled,  resolved 
tions    sub-  unanimoush  toeoniinuelheir  eontributions  to  the  Boston- 
^nhe    to?  jj^pg^    jj,j,l  ^  gahseription  for  that  purpose  M^as  immediate- 
luinB.   *^^  'y     opened.     Aeeordinp    to    zeal    and    opidenee.    thes^ 
eontributions    \iere  funtished   in  greater  or  smaller  pro- 
portions*  throughout    most  of  tbe  counties  of  the  eolony« 
The  receipt   of  presentj^    M^hieb  had  been  previously    fop- 
vuHled  is  mentioned  in  a  letter  fromSan^uelAdamstoa  gen«* 
tleman  in  Tirginia,  dated   Marcb*  2,  1775.     He  a^'^know* 
ledges  the  receipt   by  captain  "fomkins.   of  the  schoon- 
er Dunmore,    of  valuable   donations  from   their  friends 
in  Tirginia.    ••   We   have.'^  sa>8    he  •*    repeatedly    had 

*  ♦•  abundant  evidence  of  the  firmness   of  our   brethren    of 
*•  Virginia     in    fbe    AMKRIC  AN   CAT  SK,    and   have. 
««  reason  to  confide  in  tjiem.  tbat  they  will  struggle  hard 
**   for  the  prize  now  contending  for.'* 

r)tininore*s       t  -^^  ^^*i^  ^^i*'^  ^'^^  published    a    eommunicaiion    from 
leu.r  I'       Lord  Dunmore  to  tlie^  Earl    of  Dai*tmoutb«    dated    Wil- 
tlu  btitish  |]amsburg.Ue4*4'mber  24.  177*,  and  laid  before  the  House 
Alimstry.     ofC'onmonsby  L6nl    North*    February    15*    1775— The 
charges  brought    forward  ir)  this  eommunication  against 
the  \  irginians.  were  amply  ^nd  admirably  discussed  and 
re|;elled  h}  the  assembly,  on  behalf  of  their  c^untiymen^ 
in  one  of  their  adilresscs  to    Dunn^ore,.  as  will  be  seen 
hereafter.     Communications  like  these  had  no  ineonside-* 
pable  effect  ip  determining  the  British  ministry  to  pui*sue 
their  measnres  of  aggression  and    hostility    against  the 
colonies,      lilhether    this   was  the  effect    of     depravitjr 
of  heart   which  prompted   Dunmore     to  bring  on  a  con- 
test  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies;  or  of 
weakness  of  understanding,  by   which,   deceived    himself, 
lie  deceived  others,  must  be  left  to  the  searcher  of  all  hu* 
ntan  hearts  to  determine.     ]t  would   seem    however,  that 
Dunmore  wished  to  excite  a  particular  irritation   against 
'.Virginia,    from    his    stating  to   the  ministry    that    her 
representatives  were  fond  of  having  it  believed    that    they 
'.  oHgiitated  all .  measures  of  opposition.— From   whatever 

•  cause  It  proceeded  the  British  ministry  were  grossly  de- 

r 

}  V  iSr  ia  the  VV  iliiamftuurg  papers  oi  thje  last  week  in  April  7.5.5 


eeivHl  wifli  refqiM  lo  the  feelings  ami  charaHer   oftli©    CHVP. 
Vii^iniann*  mnd  iheir ability  and  determlliai ion  l«)  endure  1. 

tJw»  severesi  calaroities  of  war,  rather  tliaa  surrender  "  "  ■" 
th^ir  libertie<t.  The  eammanieation  lH»fore  uh  enume- 
rates the  preparatiuDft  made  in  \ir|i;inia  for  defence  and 
self  ^vernment ;  reandna  u|K>n  the  Iniprohahility  of  her 
bolcKng  out  in  the  eonteut ;  aniU  is  in  general.  MIed  with 
BiisreiireseulatioaSf  faJse  reasonings*  and  erroneous  caleula* 
tiotis, 

Whulever  might  have  been  Dunraore^s  opinion  with    re^ 
epeet  to  the  issue  of  an    appeal   to   arms    between  Great 
firitain  and  her  colonies,  he  soon   l)eeaine     satisfied    that 
sneh  an  appeal   would  be  made  by  the  latter  rather  than 
submit  to  taxation  without    representation.  He  assembled 
the  eouneil  oftheeolony  and  addressed   them   in  a  speech. 
He  stated  that  eom mot  ions  ami   insurreelions   had  l>eeii 
Buddenlj  excited    whieh   threatened    the  very   exisfenee 
«fthe  royal  government  in   Virginia  ;  that  the  renrnvul 
pr  the  gunpowder   from   the   magazine  in  TViiliamsliurg 
bad  been  assigned  as  the  tinly  eause  of  these   agitations  ; 
that  the    uneasiness  of  the  public   mind  was  unreasona- 
ble,   lieeause  the  powder  was  now  as  accessible  for    any 
purpose  of  legal  defence,  as  if  it   was  still  in  Williams- 
-  bur;?;  that  asettle<l  purpose  had  been    formed  to  subvert 
tlie  regal  government,  and  substilnte  another  in  its  placo 
—He  called  upon  the  council  for  their  advice  in  thi^  e« 
liei^ney   ;  submitted  to  their  eonsidersition  the  proprie- 
ty   of  issuing  a  proclamation,  recalling  the  people  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty  .and  reminding  them  ot'the  dangers  to 
wliich  they  exposed  themseives,  by   resisting  the  constitu- 
ted authorities.    The    Council    informed   the    Governor 
thai  as  the  subject  which  he  had    submitted  to  their    ?H>n- 
Bideratioo  was  of  great  importance,  they  would  take  time 
to  deliberate  upon  it. 

The  Onincil  assembled  at  the  palaee  the  next  day  and  ^^^y  ^ 
advised  the  (jrovernor  to  issue  a   proclamation  of  thefol*  einbr^i-^r*" 
lowing  character,  which  he  accordingly  did.  ^\^^  a  i>ro» 

He  reiterated  the  charges  contained  in  his  address  to  ciamatiuo. 
the  council  ;  repeated  the  denunciation  that  there  were 
eertain  persons  disaffected  to  the  regal  government,  and 
who,  from  their  weight  with  the  people,  were  endea- 
vouring to  bring  about  a  change,  under|iretenfe  of  defend- 
ing iheir  liberties  :  The  reasons  which  he  had  before  ver- 
bstHy  given  for  the  cause  and  manner  of  the  removal  of 
the  gunpowder  from  Williamsburg,  he  now  repeated  with 
the  technical  formality  and  amplitude  which  an  ofiicial 
pajMT  of  the  kind  might  seem  to  require  ;  he  declared 
bis*  readiness  t<i  return  i he  powder  when  the  ferment  then 
^iiDg  should  have  aubsided^  and  wheo^  either  by  inva* 


if 
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sion  or  indirection,  the  cireuttiHtanees  oTihe  colony  sliouNI 
render  •!(  sate  and  expedient  :  tie  endeavored  to    exeit^ 
the  tears  of  the.  people  by   adverting   to  the  defeneelet»» 
situation  of  the  colony,  and  the  dangers  to   he  apprehend«i 
ed  from  the  destructive  and  desolating  inroads  of  the    sa* 
vageb,  which  he  drelared  they  were  upon  the  eve  of  re-» 
Hewing:     heconeluded   with  many    asseverations  of    his 
dfsire  to  restore  peace   and   harmony  to  the    distracted 
count  ry. 
Causes  of       The  apprehension  and  alarm  for  the  safety  of  the  coIo4 
th  govern    nial  government,  expressed  in  the  speech  and  |irocIamatioQ 
(9*2  alarm,  of  the  Governor,   were  by  no    means   groundless.     Every 
county^n  the  province  was  more  orless  animated  with  i\n% 
spirit  of  patriotism,  and  resistance  to  tyranny.    The  asso« 
eiations  for  non  importation  had   been   earried  into  opera* 
tion   with  the  utmost  rigor,     A  committee  was  chosen  in 
every  county,  whose  business  it    was     to  see  that     the 
articles   of   association  were  earried    into    effect.    The 
powers  of  these  comHiittees  not   being  defined  were  almost 
imiimited.  -  They  exaukined  the  books  of  merchants,   in 
order  to    ascertain  whether  they  im|>orted  prohibitn!  ar- 
tiiles,  or,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  the  times,  sold 
tlieir  merchandize  at  a    higher  price  than  usual. — When 
prohibited   articles  were  imported,   they   were  sold,  and 
the  value  returned  to  the  owner  ;   if  there  was  any  sur- 
plus; it  was  added  to  the  fund   provided  for  the  sufferers 
at  Boston.     If  they  took  advantage  of  the  necessities   of 
the    people,and  sold  their  ai*ticles  at  a  higher  price  than 
usual,  they  were  ad>crtised  as    unfriendly  to  their  coun- 
try.*   They  kept  a  vigilant  eye  upon  the  conduct  of  eve* 
r^  inhabitant    without  distinction,  and    such  as  were  sus- 
pected they  sent  for  into   their  presence,  and  interrogated 
them    upon  every   sulijeet  which  they  deemed  connected 
with  the   public  welfare.     Such  as  were  found  to   be   dis- 
affected— refused  to  take   the  prescribed   oath  of  fidelity 
-—or  join  the  non-importation  association — were  disarmed^ 
advertised,  held  up  to  the  odium  of  the  people,  and  under- 
went a  species  of  political  and  social  excommunication,  as 
it  A^as  considei*ed  infamous  to   be   seen  in  the  company 
of  a  man   disaffected  to   the  Anterican   eanse.  '  In  some 
cases  fines  were    imfiosed   and   these  were  added  to  the 
fund  tiefore  mentioned.      In  no  case  was  actual  violence 
used  or    attempted,    by  the  committees  on  the  body  of 
the  people  ;  on    the  contrary,    the  strictest  attention,  no€ 
oul.v    to  the  peace  of.  society,  but  the  morals  of  individuals 


•  Manuscript  proceedings  r>f  tl»c  committee  for  the  county  of 
K":rhuinl>erUnd,  iu  my  n- sseshion.  From  the  transaction  of  ooe 
X^unt;,  wc  may  form  a  general  character  of  the  wholg.. 
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l^ems  io  tiave  been  observed.  Sudi  as  xrere  fbund 
guiiiy  of  gaming*  drinking,  or  rioting  in  any  iitHaner, 
"were  arraigneil  bi-tfore  the  eoiumittee*  publick^  en- 
sured and  lined,— Their  regulations  were  strictly  obsecv^cl 
«Lnd  carried  into  rigorous  execution  ;  and  from  their  Aeei- 
^on  there  wasn  aptieah  A  few  only  of  the  most  o^f^xi*  ^ 
QUh  Virginian  tories  were  sent  into  a  mild  exile*  beyond  - 
the  mounlain!^  by  the  general  committee  of  safely  at 
IVilliamsburg. 

But  the  county  committees  did  not  confine  their  views 
to  these  objects  onlj:  they  anticipated  measuresof  defence 
for  the  hostility  meditated  againM  them,  by  enlislin^^ 
training,  officering  and  as  far  as  practicable,  arming  tiict 
independant  companies  and  minatemen  in  each  county,"*^ 
Lord  Dunmore  suggested,  in  his  letter  to  the  British  mi- 
nistry, that  these  independent  com|mnies  were  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  several  committees,  rind  if 
vceasion  required^  to  act  against  the  government.  This  lat« 
ter  object  was  disavowed  by  the  Cieneral  Assembly  in 
one  of  their  addresses  to  the  governor.  It  is  sufl[icie,ntly 
certain  now  however,  th^t  such  was  the  design  in  form- 
ing companies  of  armed  men  ;  if  men  in  their  situation 
^uld  be  called  armed  men,  Dunmore  added,  **  they  have 
^  proceeded  so  far  in  one  county  as  to  bind  their  indc^pen- 
deol  company  by  an  oath  to  execute  all  ihe  orders  of  the 
**  committee/*  This  likewise  was  positively  denied  by  the 
Assembly,  and  various  other  public  bodies,  and  seems  to 
be  improbable,  as  the  name  of  the  county  is  not  specified. 
In  I  ruth  eveiy  county  in  Virginia  was  a  sort  of  littJe  com- 
monwealth ;  governed  by  their  own  local  regulations 
enacted  by  men  of  their  own  choice,  arming  for  their  own 
particular  defence,  electing  their  own  officers,  submit- 
ting to  a  county  poll  tax  tor  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
arms,  ammunition  and  military  stores,  and  acknowledging 
one  supreme  proviucial  head  in  the  general  committee 
of  safety  at  Williamsburg  ;  and  this  pitfvincial  head  itself 
forming  only  one  of  thirteen  federal  members,  all  acknow- 
ledging the  collective  wisilom  and  sagacity  of  a  general 
congress  of  the  thirteen    United  Colotiies.«-For  the  first 


•  From  the  arms  reported  and  returned  by  three  companies  in 
^e  county  of  Northumberland,  80me  idea  ma\  be  formed  of  the 
sttfuiiiion  of  the  counties  below  tidewater,  in  this  respect'  1st  Com* 
pant'— 96*iirelocks,  onebayonet^  f  wo  far/rw/^r  doxr*,  four  swords, 
twohnlberts,  1  pair  if  colors.  1  druhi,  29  hunting  shirts,  29  pair 
6f  leggings,  52  blankets,  10  Kettles!  Canteen.  2d  co.i'pany — 15 
firecocks. onf  dai/OMr< ;  25  hunting  shirts.  3d  Company — 14  fire- 
inckt,  10 bayonets,  10  CirtridT  boxes  ;  yet  NorUiiiluberland  is  ^ 
tttUPt  opulent  and  popoloas  county. 
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iim^  ihesii^Wmt  spectacle  was  exhibited  to  tlie  world,  of 
a  nation  m  tiif  iataae^  of  U«  population,  crusliing  the  ser- 
pcnl  oi;^lyrannj,  an^  deeiarinp;  to  mankind  the  gntnd 
truth,  that  Uhertjrand  equality,  founded  upon  the  hanis 
of  a  federal  deuioeracy,  know  not  the  confinement  of 
'  tenttoiial  limits.  Suchwasthi^  situation  of  Virginia  when 
Punn^ret^onveyed  the  powder  from  the  magaziuein  Wil- 
liam sbur|?. 

When  this  event  reached  the  country  it  produced  th© 
utmost  commotion  among  the  people.  They  looked  up  to 
their  committees.  Assembled  on  the  occasion,  for  directions 
how  to  act,  and  by  what  means  to  obtain  redress  ;  furtho 
question  ot redress  seems  generally  to  have  been  agitated 
among  the  iieople,  and  debated  in  the  committees.— 
Spirited  and  patriotic  i*e8olut ions  were  every  where  adop* 
ted.  It  was  resolved  that  theremoval  of  the  i>owder  was  il- 
»  legal  ;  and  in  some  cases  a  much  harsher  epithet  was 
used  ;  that  it  ought  to  be  returned  ;  that  the  governoir 
by  this  act  as  well  as  other  parts  ofhiscon<lu  ,  had  for* 
felted  all  title  to  the  coBfidenee  of  the  people  of  Yfrginis 
•^  they  offered  premiums  to  such  as  produced  Jhe  best  gun 
powtier,  made  of  the  materials  of  the  colony  ;  aU  also  to 
such  as  produced  the  best  wool ;  they  resdlved  t^abstain^ 
from  the  use  of  mutton  or  lamb  as  food,  that  theVbreed 
of  sheep  might  increase  tht^  faster,  and  a  greater^r' 
tion  of  wool  be  afforded  ;  and  in  general  passetl  wise^ 
salutary  regulations,  for  the  safety  of  the  eolony,  the  se 
rity  of  their  liberties,  and  the  encouragement  *of  dome' 
^  tie    manufactures. 

The  resolutions  of  the  different  committees  throughou 
the  colony,  in  which  they  were  zealously  supported  by' 
the  people  ;  the  open  manner  in  which  the  Governor  was, 
pronounced  by  the  voice  of  that  people  to  have  lost  their 
eoniidcpce  ;  the  bold  spirit  of  opposition  and  determined 
resistance  manifested  in  the  resolve  that  the  powder 
ought  to  be  retumedf  which  was  plainly  speaking  the  lun« 
Vay  6,  guage  of  retaliation  and  redress — operating  together  upon 
the  governor***  mind,  produced  the  address  to  the  council 
and  the  proc^laroation  before  mentioned  to  the  people. 

The  governor,  as  we  have  seen,  bad  advig  d  -with  his 
eouneii  on  the  propriety  of  is>uinga  proelamali(»n  recoil^ 
ing  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  &c  ;  and  the 
council,  upon  deliberation^  advised  bioi  to  issue  one^ 
(whose  character  we  have  seen.)  aod  indeed  presented  him 
with  the  draught  of  that  which  he  did  issue.  Instead 
of  recalling  the  people  to  a  sense  of  what  Dunmore 
thought  their  duty,  the  proclamation  had  a  very  great 
eheit  in  recalling  the  people  to  what  they  Ihemselvfs 
iBunMdered  as  their  duty.    They  felt  themselves  iii|ared  aadl 
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insfiltfidbj  <he  opprobrious  language    it  confainc^,  and     CH\P. 
tbej  hastened  to    repel  by  publie  resolves,  ilie   iiuleeent         I. 
and  indiscreet  charge  that  they  were  ina  state  of  insui'i^eeti-     i    1 1     n , 
on  and  open  deftanoe  of  all  legal  authority.  By  this  itnpoti* 
tie    address  the  Governor  increased  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
Yirginians.     To  a  settled   opinion  of  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  were  now  superadded  the  exaspeiation  of  wounded 
pridct  and  insulted  feelings. 

The  proelamatiun  had  scarcely  made  its  appearance^ 
wht^  some  persons  privately  entered  the  magazine,  in  the 
night  time,  and  conveyed  away  a  y;reat  number  of  guiis,  .- 
eartouch  boxes,  swords,  canteens,  &e.  I'wo  days*  after-  ^^  * 
wards  the  mayor,  ahlermen  anil  eommon-eoutieil  asnem- 
bled  and  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  this  transaction* 
They  required  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  prevent  s»uch 
unlawful  proceedings  for  thefatiire,  and  exhorted  those 
in  possession  of  the  arms  tq  return  them  to  the  maga- 
zine. 

Scarce  a  week  passed  without  the  occurrence  of  some 
eirt^mstanee  calculated  to  increase  the  mutual  irritation 
of  Dunmore  and  tKe  people. 

An  ereni  had  now  happened  which  carried  the  exacerba.-  Capt.Mon.. 
tion  of  his  spirit  to  its  highest  pitch.    \  party  of  armed  men  Jhfentens 
whose  movements  it  will  presently  be  our  business  to  relate,  ^,  ft^p  up* 
bad    arrived  at   no   great  distance   from  Williamsburg,  on  Yoik 
with  the  avowed    intention   of  making  a  reprisal   for  the  Town, 
stolen  gunpowder,    and    of  securing  the    treasury.     Aa 
soon  as  liunmore  heard  this  he  despatched  a  messenger 
jto  the  Fowey  man  of  war,  lying  off  York-Town,  and  a 
aehment    of  40  sailors  and    marines,  under  the  com- 
of  captain  Stretch  was  sent  to  his  aid.      They  were 
marehfHl  through  the  streets,  but  by  the    way  of  the 
emor*s  park.     After  the  detachment  was  landed,  Col- 
I  Velson  received  a  letter  from    Montague,  Captain    of 
ship  Fowey    threatening  that  if  the  detachment  was 
ked  or  molested  on  its   march,   he  would  fire    upon 
k-Town.  This  threvit  excited  so  much   alarm    among 
inhabitants  that    many    of  them  removed    into    the 
ntry  witb  their  families.     Captain  Montague's  letter  " 
couched  in  the  following  terms. 

♦•P'owey,  May  4,  4775. 
Sip, 

"  I  have  this  morning  ,  received  certain  in- 
mation,  that  hts  excellency  the  liord  Dunmore.  Oov- 
or  of  Virginia,    is  threatened  with  an  attack  at  day 

*  The  next  m^^rning:  a    warrant  was  issued   to  search   certain 
ccted  places,  but  the  search  was  without    success. 
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break  (liis  morningy  at .  his  palace  in  Williamsburg,  and 
have  thought  proper  to  send  a  defaehnieut  from  his  uia- 
jesiy's  ship  under  my-eonmiand,  to  support  his  excclleDcy, 
therefore*  strongi}^  pra^  you  to  make  use  of  ever)'  en- 
•  deavour  to  prevent  the  party  froni  being  molested  or  at" 
tacked,  as  in  thai  easel  muia  be  uodei'  the  neeessity  to 
&-e  upon  this   town." 

From  GEORGE  MONTAGUE* 

To  The  Hon.  Thomas  Nelson. 

Wimams-  '  , 

bw  z  coTP-.     IVhen    this   letter   reached    Williamsburg  it  exeited 
mitfeerass  the  8troDg;est  emotions.     The   committee    met  and  pas- 
res  luti'.ns-  sed  resolutions Dn  the  subject,  highly  expressive  of   tbiiir 
ereupoo.    indignation  and  sense  of  injury. 

Tliey  staged  that  captain  Montague  evinced  a  spir-it  of 
orueltvy  unexampled  in  the  ann^s  of  civilized  nations^ 
in  threatening  to  fii'e  upon  a  tjwn,  which  might  not 
•  be  implicated  if  an  attack  had  been  made  on  the  detach-' 
Bient ;  that  in  his  late  communication  to  the  President, 
he  had  added  insult  to  barbarity — bei^ause  it  was  sent 
too  late  to  afibrd  any  opportunity  for  the  exertion  <>f  col- 
>onel  Nelson^s  influence,  had  any  disposition  been  manifest* 
cd  to  motef  or  attack  the  detachment— because  the  per* 
son  to  whom  it  was  sent,  ^ould  have  been  the  greatest  suf- 
ferer, incase  the  town  had  been  fired  on,  and  was  morco«« 
Ter,.at  that  very  momentexerting  all  his  influence  for  the 
governor's  personal  safety  : — that  considering  these  cir- 
cumstances, Montague  had**  discovered  the  most  HEiOiisu 
pr'ncipies  that  f*an  actuate  a  human  miqd.'*  They  rcconi* 
mended  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  c4>unty,  not 
Id  shewr  any  mdrk  of  civility  to  captain  Montague  iurthep 
than  cximmon  decency   required. 

Although  the  impression  made  by  the  removal  of  the  gun- 
powder from  the  magazine  at  Williamsburg,  on  boani  a 
British  ship,  was  simultaneous,  in  eveiy  section  ftf  the 
colony,  jet  the  enthusiasm  which  it  inspired,  am!  the 
resistance  immediately  to  be  made,  necessarily  varied 
widelv.  in  difierent  [Tarts  of  the  colony,  according  to  loc^al 
^.'iicumstances,  and  tlie  phlegm  or  ardor  of  men's  tem- 
Six  bun-  pcramcnts. 

dred  men       More  than  six  hundred  men,  well  armed  and  disciplined^ 
at''Vre<i€r-  ^^  ^^^y  ^^^^^  themselves  to  have  been,  assembled  at    Fre- 
icksburg.     dericksburg  *t  despatched  some  gentlemen  *  from    Spot- 
sylvania and  Hanover,  to  Williamsburg,  to  ascertain  the 

♦  Purdie's  paper  mentions  but  one — Mann  Page,  Jr.  F.sq.  one  cf 
tbe  delegates  from  ibe  county  of  Spotsylvania.  Tbis  must  have 
been  tbc  late  Mann  Page  <tf  Mansfield,  near  Fredenckslmrg,  not 
less  distinguished  f  r  bis  t»lcntb  tban  his  patriotism.  In  every 
thing  that  constitutes  the  gentleman,  he  had  no  superior.    It  was 
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«9itu2^<m  of  the  metropolis,  with  an  offerf  if  assist  anco 

'Was  neoessar^-,  to  mareh  down,  at  a   moments  warning,     CHAP 

irith  two  thoiisami  men.     These  gentlemen    returned  with  !• 

an  answer  that  the   town   was  quiet,   and   that  for  the         n" 

present^  it  was  best    policy   to  abstain  from   open  yio<» 

ienee. 

The  eondaet  of  the  troops  assembled  at  FrederksJ>arg 
cannot  be  too  bightj  applauded.  Intrepid  without  teuie- 
Tie  J,  ardent  in  their  love  of  liberty  withoutany  exhibiti- 
on of  lieentiousness,  they  fetired  at  thevoiee  of  disore* 
tion  and  prudenee,  (as  it  was  then  thought,)  with  a  tran- 
qoilityand  attention  to  orderynot  inferior  to  the  eutbu« 
siastie  spirit  with  which  they  had  assembled. 

Before  they  retired  a  eouneil  was  held,   in  the  eommit-  Deliver 
tee  ehamber,  at  Frederieksburg,  at    which   were  present  ^**^"' *''**^' 
one  hundred  and  two   members,  consisting  of  Delegates  p^bii^tio 
of  the  provineial  congress,  officers,  and  s[»eeial  deputies  auc\  then 
from  fourteen  companies  ofLight  Horse,  composing  a  body  retire, 
of  upwards   of  six  hundred     men*— Here    a    production 
whteb  had   been  prepare<1«   in    the  form  of  advice,  was 
presented,  agreed  to,  and  publihhed.     It  was   of  a  bolder 
aharacter  than   any   eom|iositiun  which    had  yet   appear* 
ed,'  It  was  almost  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  indepen* 
denee.     It  spoke   of  the  ruling  powers    without  the   hu- 
nility  and  courtly  ceremony  usually  preserved  upon  such 
occasions.     It  contained  no  evasive  language,  but   with   a 
firm  and  even    forward   spirii  -avows  the  intention  of  the 
troops  to  preserve   their  liberty   at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes. 

They  staled  the  facts  already  mentioned,  the  eauseof 
their  alarm,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  remov* 
ed.  They  condemned  the  conduct  of  the  governor,  as  ill-  , 
timed,  impolitic,  unnecessary  and  unjust.  They  declared^ 
that  the  private  virtues  of  a  governor,  (for  which,  howe- 
ver, Dunmore  seems  not  to  have  been  distinguished,)  were 
BO  security  against  oppressive  systems  of  government. 
They  deprecated  the  evils  of  a  civil  war,  and,  prefering 
peace,  as  long  as  the  least  hope  of  an  Konorable  acyiistinent 
should  remain,  advised  the  i*eturn  of  the  troops  to  their 
several  homes. 

Tliey  considered,  however,  the  liberties  of  A  merica  to  be 
in  danger,  from  the  hostility  manifested  by  the  British  mi- 


impossilxe  to  mention  his  name,  without  speaking  in  his  praise,  and 
his  Tenevated  memorr  amply  merits  this  passint;  tribute  of  respect. 
He  conveyed  a  letter  from  Peyton  Rand«)lph,  Speaker  of  the  hite 
H  )U8e  ul  Dele^ites,  which  influenced  the  gentlemen  assembled  at 
Fredericksburg  to  rettr^ 
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CFf AP.  nisf rj,  and  I>eing  firmly  resolved  to  resisf  all  aftempfs  a- 
I.  i^ain.st  tlifirriglUs  and  privileges,  from  whatever  quarter 
• — r-  ■  J  tbe\  iiii^Iii  be  assailed*  ih^y  pledged  themselves  to  eaeti  o- 
ther.  (o  be  in  readiness,  at  a  moinenl's  warning,  to  re-as" 
sevible^  and  bt  fokcb  tiF  akms,  to  defend  tht  laws*  the  iU 
herties.  and' the  rights  ofthis^  cib  a.ny  sister  colon y, /iv^m 
unjust  and  wicked  inranion, 

Thej-  then  direetetl  despatehes  to  be  sent  to  the  troepft 
assembled  at  the  Bowling-green;  to  those  from  the eoan- 
ti<  8  of  BerkeJy,  Fretleriek,    Dunmore,  and    frOhi  »ueh 
other  counties  as  were  then  on  their  mareh,  to   return 
them  thanks  for  their  cheerful  ofl\  rs  of  service,  and  tonic* 
quaint  them  witli  the  determinaticm  which  -they  bad  taken. 
This  address  was  read  at  the  head  of  each  eomf»any«  and 
warmly  and  unanimously   approved*     It  concluded    with 
these  impj-esMve  words — 
<'GOD  SAVE  THK  LIBERTIES  OF  AMERICA.'** 
I  sball  now  relate  the  event  before  ulludtH)  to.  which  oc- 
ca«4ione^  Dunmoi^e  to  send  to  a  British  man  of  war  for  a 
defachment  to  his  assistance;,  ami  the  threat  from  Captain 
IVlontague,  that  he  woold  fire,  upon  York  Town,  if  that  de- 
tachment was  attacked  or  molested. 

The  design  with  which  the  troops  had  lieen  assembled  at 

Fredericksburg  and  elsewhere,  was  accomplished  principal^ 

ly  by  the  volnnicers  of  one  county,  and  in  ia  great  meakure 

through   the  instrumentality  of  one  man.^ 

^  May  2,        f  The  committee  of  safety  for  the  county  of  HanoTer 

^he  Hano-  met  at  New-CastSe,  and  recommended  that  reprisals  shooM 

rersunder  ^^  ""^^^  "P®"  ^'^^  king's  property,  sufficient   to  indemBify 

•  Freflcricksbiirg,  Committee  chamber,  Saturday  the  29th  of 
Apr^l^TS. 

♦  Fatnck  Henry. 

t  li*  ^  conversation  which  T  had  with  then,  Ensign,  now  Col.  Good- 
all,  he  differs  from  the  account  of  this  transaction  which  I  have  giv- 
en in  the  text ;  but  I  have  chosen  rather  to  follow  the  accounts 
printed  at  the  time,  which  in  three  different  newspapers  are  word  for 
•word  the  same,  than  trust  to  the  uncertainty  'f  human  recollection* 
Col.  Good  all's  account  i<i  this.  The  volunteers  of  Hanover  were  ac- 
customed to  meet  at  South  Anna  Bridge  where  they  were  trained. 
P.  Henry  on  his  way  to  Conejrcss,  was  met  at  Col.  W.  O.Winstnn's 
by  a  committee  from  the  volunteers,  who  proposed  to  Henry  to 
mnke  reprisals  upon  the  King's.property,  as  the  county  cwimittee 
of  safety^  declined  to  take  any  step  in  the  business,  Henr\\oi  only- 
advised  them  to  earn  their  proposition  into  rffect,  but  declared 
that  he  would  turn  back  and  march  to  Williamsburg  with  tlfcm.  Iik 
the  remainder  of  the  narrative  all  are  agreed.  In  the  origin  «jtthe  ex- 
pedition there  is  an  important  difference ;  according  toonex  it  origi- 
nated with  the  c'luntv  committee  of  safety;  according  to  the  bther  the 
county  committee  of  safetv  would  l«ave  nothing  to  say  to  if.  And  it 
emanated  entirely  from  the  volunt^<  rs.  The  authority  ol^ioodaUis 
Ibllowed^  asK  respcctd  the  appointment  of  of&cers. 
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the  edMy,  ftir  the  loss  sinitaiii^  mi  Oie  magazine  in  Willi- 
anisl^f^.    la  purBHani'e  of  this  rei'omnie ndatifm*  the  volun- 
Kers  if  Htnover  asnembled  al  New-Cawtle.and  elected  tbeir 
0**  eer^-*Pafriek  Henry*  Captain ;  Baniuel  Meredith,  Ist  P*tnck 
Lieuienwnt ;  Riehard  Morris,   2d    l*ie«tefiant ;  and  Parlie  JJ*^"*!  j^ 
GoofhilU  Ensign.    Patrick  Henry,  detached  Ensign  GoihI-  vv^imama- 
all*  with' sixteen  men.  to  seize  and  detain  Colonel  Riehard  |)urg. 
C^cebin,  (he  Klng^s  deputy  reeeifer  general*  until  satisfae- 
tioa  was  recehreri.    This  moreinent  it  was  supposed  eould 
be  effected.  %i]thout  retarding  the   progtrs^  of  the  main 
body,  whieh  under  Henry  was  to:  proeeed  to  Williamsbiipg. 
Tlje  detachment  onderGoodall  advaneed,aecordiiig  to  or- 
ders* to  Laneville  in  King  &  Queen  county,  the  seat  of  the  re- 
eeiver general  and  surrounding  the  house,  demanded   the 
King's  mooe^,  for  tlie  po^n^der  which  Dunmore  had  takeil 
out  of  iiie magazine.  'Ilie  receiver  not  being  at  home,  Mrs, 
Corbin  appeared  and  informed  them  that  the  king*s  money 
Has  never  kept  there,  but  at  his  office  in  Williamshurg, 
Inhere,  also  she  told  them,  was  her  huivband.*     Upon  this 

•  The  venerable  rtau$;h tee  of  the  receiver  general  and  relict  of 
the  late  Colonel  Braxton  is  9tiil  living,  and  was  an  eye  witness  to 
the  scene  at  L  .n^^ville  and  had  no  doubt  often  heard  her  husband  re- 
count  his  interviews  with  Patrick  Henry,  during  this  transaction. 
I  have  relied  upon  this  most  respectable  authoritv  in  stating  that 
Lamville  was  surrounded,  and  thar  the  lady  of  the  house  had  an  In- 
terview, or  rather  held  a  ci-uterence  with  the  volunteers.  Upon 
the  same  authority.  1  will  here  relate  gome  niinuttey  whicli  L  <'id. 
XM*  think  proper  to  embody  into  the  text.  About  the  time  that 
P  'trick  Henry  set  out  on  his  expedition  to  Williamsburg,  Colonel 
Braxron  happened  to  be  at  C  lonel  Pendleton's  wh^rc  between  3 
uid  4  hundred  men  liad  assembled,  to  consult  in  what  manner  to 
prireed  in  order  to  get  the  money  for  the  powder.  The  delegates 
Wfre  now  also  at  Colonel  Pendleton's  ;  and  Colonel  braxton  was  a 
witntss  to  the  counsel  which  they  gave  the  people  to  return  peace- 
ably to  their  homes  ;  upi»n  the  strenjsjth  of  this  precedent,  he  sup- 
|x«cd  that  he  could  persuade  Mr.  Henry  to  do  the  same  byjiis  men 
-^ut  Mr.Heni7  insisted  upon  it  that  the  money  should  '>e  return- 
ed licfore  he  would  disband  his  troops.  Upon  this,  Mr  Braxton  pro- 
pj'scd  to  go  tc  Colonel  Corbin.  if  Mr.  Henry  wo»ild  renain  quiit  at 
Doncastle's  until  his  return.  Mr.  Braxton  rt  called  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  Mr.  Henry,  the  many  innocent  persons  who  would  wiifer  by 
his  precipitate  entrance  into  Williamsburg,  aa  Dunmore  haH  plant- 
ed cannon  at  his  palace,  with  a  determination  to  fire  on  the  town^ 
thf  very  moment  that  one  hostile  Virginian  sh»»uld  enter  it,  while, 
2t  the  signal  of  this  event,  the  men  of  war  lying  at  York,  had  also 
^termincd  to  perpetrate  the  same  atrocity.  At  last,  Mr  Hvnry 
ai?reed  to  remain  at  Doncastle's,  and  negotiate  thronf:h  the  niedi-^ 
ttiri  of  Mr.  Braxton.  The  latter  accordingly  repaired  to  the  re- 
ceiver general  at  Williamsburg,  who  informed  him  that  he  had  lent 
^hat  money  there  was  in  the  office  to  Mr,  Nicholas  the  treasurer, 
but  that  to  pay  Henry's  demand,  he  would  ^ivp  an  order  on  Nicho- 
las. Mr.  Braxton  replied  that  Mr.  Henry  prefered  a  bill,  whfch 
t*^-  receiver  dec  ining  t«  <ive,  Mr.  Nelvm  gave  a  bill  on  Philadel- 
phia, and  took  the  order  on  the  treasurer  for  payment.    Mr.  Brax- 
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CIIxVP.    infarmatirtn  Gpodairs  party  continued  theirmare*  ami  joini 
1.         ed  t!)4*  main  body  at  Doneaslle's   tavem.  about  16    luife^ 
I     I  ■  fi<oui  Williamsburg,  OR  the  3<l  inMant,  at  sunbei— Late  ih^ 

eame  ni^lif.  Colonel  Carter  Braxton  arrived  in  Williams^ 
burg  wiib  the  inteiligeoee.     In  their  mareli  they  had  been 
joined  by  volunteers  trom  the  counties  of  King  William    « 
Kew  Kent,  ^amounted  to  more  than  160  men,  all  said  to  h6 
men  ofproiiertyi  well  aeeoutredi  &  exhibiting  a  very  mai-ii^ 
May   4.  al  api>earance.    Early  the  next  morning,  C/ol.  Braxton  re^ 
Tht  King's  turned.  &  Patrick  Henry,  receiving  adequate  eompensatioa 
reheraV       ^®''  ^*'*^  powder  tiiken  out  of  the  magazine,  the  volunteers 
iiiake»com  proceeded  no  farther  than  Doncastle's,  and  the  affair  was 
pcnsation     settled.    Henry  gave  the  following  receipt  for  the  mone/ 
t  1  die        udvaneed  as  a  4»onipen»ation  for  the  powder  taken  out  ot  the 
thc^'^un^^    magazine: — ^'^  UoncHStle's  Ortlinary,  New^Kent,  May  4.» 
liowUtr.       1775,  received  from  the  honorable  Richard   Corhin    Ksq. 
his  majeMy's  receiver  general,  SSO  pounds*  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  (he  f^un  powder  lately  taken  out   of  the  puldie  ma- 
gazine h^  the  GoveinorN  order  ;  which  money  I  promise  to 
eonvey  to   the  Virginia  Delegates    at  the  (icncral    C'lm- 
gress,  to  be  under  their  direction,  laid  out  in  gim  po\ri  er 
for  the  eolon.v's  use,  and  ti»  be  stored  as  they  shall  direct, 
until  the  next  colony  eonvention,  orCJeneral  4ssen»hh.  un- 
less it  shall  be  nccessarj,  in  the  mean  time,  to  use  the  hame 
in  defence  of  thiM  colony.     It  is   agreed  that    in   ease  tbe 
next  convention  shaM  determine  that  any  part  ol    the   said 
money  ought  (o  be  returned  to  his  majesty's  said  receiver 
general,  that  the  same  shall  be  done  aVccirdinglv.** 

PATRICK  HEKRV,  jwu 
Test, 

Samukx  Meredith. 

P4RKK  GoODALL. 

[..?  True  Copt/.] 
This  business  being  thus  settled,  the  commanding  officer 
•wrote  the  following  letter,  and  sent  it  by  express. 
•^^""••^  "   May  4, 1775. 

TheVo-  "The  affair  of  the  powder  is  now  settled,  so  as  to  pro- 

luntrers  of  ^^<y  Satisfaction  to  me,  and  I  earnestly  wish,  to  fheeolo- 
H-')ov(r      ny  in  general.     The   pe    '    ' 
offer  their  the  Hanover  eommitteo 


The   people  here  have  it   in  eharge  from 
mmitteo*to  tender  their  service  to  you  as 


ton  and  Mr.  Nelsnn  tbtn  returned  to  Mt.  Henry  at  Doncastle's 
and  with  much  difficulty  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  the  bid  as  a 
payment  for  the  powder,  and  disi)er8e  his  men  to  their  several 
homes. 

•  In  the  prntcd  Cop^  before  me,  the  word  (he  l^efore  Hanover 
C  ommittf  e  18  omitted,  but  it  appearing:  to  be  a  manifest  error  I  have 
con tc  ted  It.  Aii.Her.rv  mcDtinis  no  oth*  r vohmtecrs  but  those  of 
Hanover  ;  it  would  seem  from  this  that  no  others  were  with  him  ; 


VIRGINIA*  ±S 

n  frublic  ^eer,  for  the  purpose  oT  escorting;  tlie  pubKo    CHAP. 
tre«i.s}ii;y  to  aiijkr  piaee  in ( Ills  e(>liin}^  where  liie  tnoiiry  would        I. 
bt- jud^4l  more  sale  tUan  in  ihe  city    of  Williumsbui^. —  ■ 

The  reprisal  aaw  made  by  the  llattovor  vulunteern,  thoit^  service ^.o 
aceotiiplislied  in  a  manner  least  lialile  to  the  impatatioa  of  K"^*^  ^'^® 
Vioieni  eviremiiy,  luay  possibly  be  the  oauseof  future  in-  ^^*******''>- 
jui^  to  tiie    treasury •     If    therefore  you  upprrhend    the 
least  flan^r*  a  su/fieient  guard  in  at  yottr  service.     1    beg 
tlie  return  of  tiie  bearer  may  be  instaut,  because  the  men 
ytisk  to  know  their  destinafion* 
With  groat  regard  I  auN  sir» 
Your  most  humble  servant* 

PATRICK  HENRY,  Jr. 
To  Robert  CiUTBu  NiCHOLAs.  Esq.  Treasurer. 

To  t^itsthe  Treasurer  returned  an  answer,  that  he  did 
not  apprehend   there  was    any  nee^ssit,^  for  the  projM)s>>d 
guard,  and  that  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Wiiliam8bu^i^, 
x»ere  perfectly  quiet.*  Upon  (bis  I  he  volunteers,  consider- 
iD^  that  there  would  sliortly  lie  a  ^nerat  eongresM,  or  a  co- 
lony convent  ion,  returned  to  their  respective  homes*  <o  wait 
the  farther  direction  of  one  or  the  ol  ber  of  ( tiese  bodies. 
'  It  appears  that  the  striHest  attention  to  discipline  was  ex-    Excellent 
hibiteif  during  this  expedition;  that  perempioryortters'were  or^e»  P»^" 
repealedU   given  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  violence,  «^<^»^®^^^' 
iojui^  •  or  iosult,  to  the  persons  or  property  of  evei'yone;  n/lrch^of 
aiul,  that  In  exeeutingthe  plan  of  reprisaU  upon  i he  king's  the  iiaaor- 
srrvaots,  bloo<lshed,  if  pOHHible,  was  to  be  avoided.     These  ver  vuiun- 
faets  are  found  io  extracts   from  the  proceedings  of  the  ^^^^^* 
eo<umhtee  of  safety  for  Hanover  county*  published  at  the 
time.  ^  A  meetinji;  of  this  committee  was  held  oh  the  9th  of 
May.  at  the  court   houne.   in  whirli  they  returned  their 
thanks  to  their  county  volunteers*!  and  also  to  those  of  such 
other  counties   as  had  embodied  themselves,   and   were 
marching  to  thei.*  aid. 

Two  davs  rtfter  tlie  date  of  the  above  trnn«(aetions.  as 

itw  assert*  d,  ht  uf  ver,  in  th«  pt.Mic  n"  *^  ^'  f  a)  Hi:.l  ti.rse 
oFKii'.g  \^'iUiam  anH  New -Kent  were  with  him  :  fnim  which  au- 
Ihoriry  I  hnve  thought  myself  warr^inted  in  so  stating  it.  Mr.  Henry 
savs  thex  had  it  in  chartrr  from  the  Hanover  committee  ;  from  this  j 
it  appears  that  the  expe'^ition  waa  undertaken,  and  the  reprisal 
made  at  their  recommendation. 

*  Thii  assertion  of  the  treasurer  that  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Williamshurg  were  p^^rf^ctlv  quiet,  must  be  understood  willi  some 
'J'odifi cations  ;  more  than  one  hundred  of  its  cifizens,  at  that  very 
tiaiepitrolcil  the  streets  and  guarded  the  treasury  in  the  ni^ht. 

t  This  18  positive  te**imony  tha*  the  expedition  and  reprisnl 
vas  sanctioned  by  the  county  committee  of  safety  for  Hanover 
<^oly.    \ 
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CHAP,   conjueted  by  Patrick  II«nt7,  *he  governor  israed  «  proela* 
1.        niuiioD.     lie  slated  that  a  f^jrlain  Falriek  lle»r^    of  the 
m,uuiiji*-ja.  county  ofIlanQver«  and  a  number  of  deluded  followers,  had 
The  Gov-  taken  up  arms,  chosen  their  officers^  and  styling  themselves 
ernor  is*     jm  independent  eompany,  marehedoutof  their  county,  en« 
sues  aproj.  ^jjm,p^il  ^nd  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  vi'ar  ;  that  they 
affainstPa-  ^^^  written  and  despatched  letters  to  many  parts    of  the 
trick  Hen    country,  exi^jiiu;;  lUe  people  to  join  in  their  outrageous  and 
ry  and  his  rebellious  practices,  to  the  terror  of  the  king*8  faithful  sub- 
followers,    jeets,  and  in   open  deiianoe  of  law  and  government  ;  that 
they    had  committed  other  acts  of  violence — particularly 
by  extorting  from  the  receiver  general  the  sum  of  SSOf^ 
under  pretence  of  replacring  the  powder    which  he  had 
thought   proper  to  order  from    the   magazine — from  all 
whicn  he  inferred  that  there  was  no  longer  any  security  for 
the  life  or  property  of  any  man  :  ^e  therefore  issued  his 
proclamation  to  all  persons,  upon  their  allegiance,  not  to 
aid,  abet  or  give  countenance  to  the  said  Patrick  Henry, 
or  any  others  concerned  in  sueh  combinations,  but  on  the 
■    contrary  to  oppose  them,  a^  t  hey  would  otherwise  draw  up- 
on themselves  the  vengeance  of  offended  nM^festy,  and  the 
.  -  -       -    insulted  law. 

PaS  ^^^  ^^  ^fi***^^  ^•"^'^  Patrick  Henry's  expedition  bad 

Henry  wrought  upon  the  feelings  and  conduct  of  the  govemor^ 
wiis  very  different  from  that  which  it  produf^d  u|yor  the 
people.  In  several  counties  they  assembled  and  express- 
ed their  sentiments  upon  the  occasion.  They  announced 
to  the  public  their  approbation  in  warm  terms,  and  voted 
their  conlial  thanks  to  Patrick  Henry  and  the  volun- 
teers of  Hanover  for  their  prudent  and  spirited  condiiet 
in  making  a  reprisal  upon  the  King's  property,  as  an 
intlemnification  for  tlie  powder  taken  out  of  the  maga- 
zine.* 
About  the  middle  of  May,  Captain  Montague^s  tietach- 


•  The  eoromittee  for  Orange  county,  met  on  Tuesday  the  9lh  •>£• 
IMay,  takin)5  into  their  consideration  the  removal  "f  the  powder 
from  tlie  public  magazine,  and  the  compensation  obtained  by  the 
independent  company  of  Hamwcr ;  and  observing  also,  that  the  re- 
ceipt given  by  Capi.  Patrick  Henry,  t(»  his  majt-sty's  Uece iver  (ie- 
iieral,  refers  the  fi.ial  disposal  f  the  money  to  the  next  colony  con- 
vention, came  into  the  foil  wing  resolutions  : 

1.  That  the  Governor's  rem  val  of  the  powder  lodged  in  the  ma  • 
gazine,  and  set  apart  for  ih  defi-nce  of  the  cou  try,  was  fraudulent, 
unnecessary,  and  extremely  provoking  to  the  people  of  this  coloiy. 

2.  That  the  rcsenttnent  shewn  by  the  Han  vcr  vohuiteers,  and 
the  reprisal  they  have  made  on  the  King's  property,  highly  merit 
the  approbation  nf  the  public,  and  the  thanks  of  *hiri  committee. 

3.  I  hat  if  Tny  attempt  sh  n  d  be  made  at  the  ensuitig  c-nventi- 
on  to  have  the  m  nev  vetu'red  to  I'is  m  ^j'st'ys  Kecei  tr  G  e  al, 
our  delegates  be,  and  they  are  hereby  iustructed,  to  exert  all  theii 
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Bient  of  marines  left  Wittiainaburgy  and  returned  on  board     CQAP* 
ti^  Fowej  man  of  war.  1. 

At  this  time  a  couneil  was  held  at  the  eapitol,  at  which  =£==»» 
an  address  was  agreed  to   and  aflei-wanls  published  ;  it  '^,^^  *-''"'*" 
was  signed  by  the  clerk  of  iVie   eouneil  by  order  of  that  ^^^^^^^^i^^ 
body.     It  is  not  easy  to  aeeoitnt  fbr   the    motive    which  ^  ^P  ^^ 
prompted  the  eounet)  to  frame  and  publish  this  address. — 
Hits  ostensible  object  was  to  soothe  the    fVelings  of  the 
people*  its  real  effect  was  Tery  diflVrent.    That    irritation 
which  the  governor's   proelamation  had   excited  against 
hn  was  now.  extended  to  the  council  ;  and  indeed  they  had  . 
been  before  censured  fbr  advising  the  govenior"  to  issue  a 

{iroelamation  of  the  nature  and  character  of  the  one  al- 
tided  to.  Their  ad^lress  was  now  couehedin  strong  in- 
temperate language  ;  they  express  their  *•  detestation  and 
<'  abhorrence  fbr  that  licentious  and  ungovernable  spirit 
<*  that  had  gone  fbrih  and  misled  the  once  hap(>y  people  of 
«  this  country.'* 

It  was  thus  that  this  body  permitted  itself  to  speak  of 
that  glorious  spirit  of  liberty  which  at  that  time  glowed 
alike  in  every  Virginian  bosom.  Henceforward  the  coun« 
cii  was  considerea  as  the  enemy  of  Ulierty.  and  the  abet- 
tor of  tyranny «  and  became  scarcely  less  odious,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  than  Dnnmore  himself.  P  t  '  k 

Patrick  Henry  was  now  at  the  lenith  of  his  popularity.  Hc /ry  es- 
Hewas  this  year  a  delegate  from  the  colony  of  Yirginiat  cored  by 
to  the  continental  congress  which  was  to  meet  in  Philadel-  vol  nteer 
phia,and  OB  the  11th  of  May  he  commenced   his  journey  ®"^*  ^^y 


influence,  laoppoungsuch  attempt,  and  in  having  the  money  laid 
out  for  the  us«*  of  the  colony. 

4.  That  the  following  address  be  presented  to  Captain  Patrick 
Henry,  and  the  gentlemen  independents  of  Hanover. 

Gentlemen,  ^ 

We  the  coinmittee*for  the  county  of  Orange, 
having  been  fully  ijiBormed  of  your  seasonable  and  spirited  proceed., 
ings  in  procuring  a  compensation  for  the  powder  fraudulently  taken 
from  the  county  magazine,  by  command  of  Lord  Dunmore,  and 
which  it  evidently  appears  his  Lordship,  notwithstanding  his  assu- 
rances, had  no  intention  to  restore,  cntrtat  you  to  accept  their  car- 
dial thanks  for  this  testimony  of  your  zeal  for  the  hinior  and  inter- 
est of  yoiir  country.  We  take  this  occasion,  also,  to  give  it  as  our 
opinion,  that  the  blow  struck  in  the  Massachusetts  government,  is 
a  hostile  attack  on  this  and  every  other  colony,  and  a  sufficient  war- 
rant to  use  violence  and  reprisal,  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient for  our  security  and  welfare, 

James  Madison,  Chnirman  ;  James  Taylor  ;  Thomas  Barb'^ur  ; 
Zachiriah  Burnley;  Rowland  Thomas  ;  J  »me»  M  dison  jr;.  Wil- 
liam Moore  ;  James  Walker;  Lawrence  Taliaferro ;  Henry  Scott; 
Thomas  Bill.  « 

D 
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June  1. 
Ge  cral 
assembly 
meet 


CHiP*    from  Hanover.    Upon  this  oecas ion  ho  waBescortecl  by  a 
I.        number  oryoung  gentlemen  from  Hanovei'»  King   WiUiam 

^aassdBsa  aix)  Caroline*  They  attended  him  as  Tar  as  Uooe^s  ferry, 
tocouj^iess  on  the  Potomac^  and  after  bavin;;  paid  him  military  honors 
a  guani  attended  him  across  the  river,  and  sawhim  safely 
landed  on  the  Maryland  shore.  This  escort  was  not  an  idio 
ceremony  ;«scrious  apprehensions  had  been  entertained  that 
Dunmore  would  endeavor  to.  seize  the  delegation  from  the 
colony  over  which  he  presided,  and  thus  prevent  that  im. 
portant  section  of  the  united  colonies  from  being  represent* 
ed  in  their  common  council. 

The  Governor  of  Yii^inia  had  now  issued  aproclamatioa 
convening  the  general  Assembly.  This  was  unexpected  & 
indeed  unhoped  for.  The  publications  of  the  day  averred 
that  he  had  previously  been  deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
council  to  assemble  the  legislature,  and  that*<  the  summons 
came  fi'omXiord  North."  It  was  recommended  iu  the  po* 
pular  prints  of  the  day,  that  every  member  of  the  house  of 
of  Burgesses,  should  repair  to  Williamsburg  <*  prepared  as 
an  American."  This  intimation  has  been  construed  to 
mean,  that  they  should  assemble  in  arms,  and  be  clad  in  u- 
niform.  I  am  not  prepared  to  assert  that  this  admonition 
was  obeyed,  to  the  extent  of  the  construction  given  it ;  but 
It  will  appear  in  the  sequel  that  they  did  indeed  convene 
with  a  truly  American  spirit. 

I  have  heard  orally,  but  from  authority  which  does  not 
warrant  my  I  a/arding  the  stateiuent  here,  that  some  of  Ihe 
members  were  armed  with  rifles  and  in  bunting  shirts.— 
This  precaution  if  it  was  really  taken,  is  said  to  have  been 
intended  to  guard  against  the  seizure  and  transportation  of 
some  of  the  most  conspicuous  members  of  that  illustrious 
body.  But  there  is  no  evidence  before  me  that  the  gover- 
Dor  meditated  sucli  a  project.  According  to  the  governor's 
proclamation,  the  general  Assembly  of  Virginia  convened, 
in  Williamsburg,  on  Thursday  the  lir^t  day  «f  June,  1773, 
and  IiOi*d  Dunmore  addressed  them  in  a  speech. 

General  With  this  speech  commenced  a  political  correspondence, 

reflections  liet  ween  the  Governor  and  I  he  House  of  Burgesses,  which 
notwithstanding  its  extreme  length,  I  shall  give  entire.-— 
It  contains  interesting  and  important  nuitterforthe  eonsi* 
deration  and  reflection  of  the  statesman  and  philosopher, 
and  it  has  moreover,  been  pretermitted  by  all  preceding 
Iiistorians. 

Taking  this  correspondence  in  an  abstract  point  of  view, 
jt  contains  no  weak  or  inelegant  exposition  of  the  political 
privileges  of  mankind  in  general  :  and  taken  in  a  practical 
point  of  view,  by  far  the  most  close  and  animated  examina* 
n&tion,  and  by  far  the  most  clear,  and  forcible  defence,  of 
the  rights  of  what  was  then  termed  British  America^  that 


^  bare  ever  bad  an  opportanity  of  perusing.    The  soundest     CHAP, 
arguments  are  there  olothed  in  a  language  Ibe  modt  ehaste  I. 

and  simple.  gr-m  t-ts 

There  has  not  reached  us,  framantiquify*  among  the  va* 
nous  struggles  for  liberty  in  the  republics  of  Greece  and  1* 
taly,  any  documents  with  which  these  ean  be  faiirly  compa- 
red ;  but  the  resolutions  and  addresses,  drawn  up  and  pub* 
lished,  by  the  Gngh'sh  parliament,  and  the  French  eonven** 
tion  during  the  periods  of  their  respective  revolutionit 
would  suSert>y  a  comparison  with  the  resolutions  and  ad* 
dresses  of  the  Houseof  Burgesses  of  Virginia.  They  have 
this  peculiar  merit. 

Composed  in  the  tumult  of  a  popular  assembly,  highly 
irritated  at  the  insulting  deportment  of  the  deputy,  and 
the  despotic  deigns  of  his  master— >tliey  possess  the  per- 
spicuity and  precision  of  the  moU  laboured  productions  of 
the  closet  politician* 

I  haYc  omitted  the  courtly  forms  and  ceremonies  with 
which  these  resolutions  were  drafted  and  presented ;  but 
I  trust  that  I  have  retained  their  substance  and  spirits- 
Most  frequently,  indeed  tho  very  language  itself  is  preser- 
Ted. 

Uunmore  now  addressed  in  a  set  speech,  the-  House  of      if'^f, 

jBurgesses.     *  He  stated  that  he  had  called  them  together   ,  J""*^  ^; 
^  ^  Assembly 

♦  By  tht  first  act  of  the  sessioi.  of  the  13th  of  March,  1659,  'he  ge- 
ne^ al  Assembly,  or as*it  was  ihen  termed  •'  the  Grand  Assembly," 
declared  **  that  the  supreme  power  of  the  government  of  this 
country,  shall  be  resident  in  the  Assemb  y,"  &c. 

Statutes  ht  Large,  Vol  t^fiaee  5 10. 

Perhaps  it  will  amuse  the  curious  reader  to  observe  the  formalitf 
ti^ith  which  the  General  Assembly  was  opened  under  the  regal  gov- 
ernment. The  mode  of  administerinj:  the  oaths  to  the  individual 
members  was  not  very  different  from  wha^  it  is  at  present :  former- 
ly the  governor  appointed  commissioners  from  among  the  council 
loadminiTiter  the  oaths :  now  this  duty  can  be  performed  by  -any 
sinele  member  of  the  cc^uncil. 

The  oaths  bcln^  administered  ••  the  members  repaired  to  their 
scats  in  the  House  of  Burgesses." 

••  After  wliich  a  message  was  delivered  by  John  Bhiir,   Bsquire, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  : 
"Geittlemen, 

•*  The  Governor  commands  this  House  to  at- 
tend his  Excellency  immediately  in  the  Council  chamber." 

"  Accordmgly  the  House  went  up  to  attend  his  Excellency  In  the 
Council  chamber,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say  to  them 
*•  Gentlemen  ef  the  House  of  Burgesses; 

**  You  must  return  again  to  your  House,  and  immediately  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker. 

••  And  the  House  being  returned ;  ^  .  *       r 

Henry  Lee,  Esquire,  one  of  the  members  from  the  county  ot 
Prince  William,  addressing  himselfto  the  clerk  (who,  standing  up, 
pointed  to  him,  and  then  sat  down)  mwcd  that  Peytop  Handuiph, 


30  HISTORY  OF 

at  (hat  particular  time,  in  order  to  aflRird  them  anjDpfioptB- 
uily  of  meeting  the  advances  of  the  parem  *iale,  contained 


Esqui»e,  should  takfe  the  chair  of  this  House,  as  Speaker,  which  of- 
fice he  had  before  fi.lcd  with  such  distingnislud  nbilities,  steadiness 
an. I  impartiality,  as  had  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  public :  and 
thereup  n.  - ' 

"Mr.  Kandolph  was  elected  without  opposiiion,  and  was  taken 
out  <»f  Ills  place  by  two  mombers,  who  led  him  from  thence  to  the 
ch »ir ;  and  having  ascended  the  u])permo*t  step, and  standing  there 
Mr.  Randolpli  returned  his  tha-iks  to  the  House  tor  placing  him  a- 
gain  in  that  elevated  station;  and  assured  them  that  as  he  had 
gained  their  fa vo  able  opinion,  of  which  their  unanimous  luiffi-age 
on  this  and  other  occasions  was  a  testimony  equally  convincing  and 
h  norablc,  so  he  wouid  studioubly  endeavor  to  preserve  it,  by  a 
strict  attention  to,  and  fiithful  discharge  of,  his  duty  in  any  depart- 
ment the  public  should  think  him  worthy  to  serve  them  m  ; 
addmg  that  he  doubted  not  the  Hou)ie  would  judge  of  his  future  ccm- 
ductwith  their  wonted  candor,  and  would  support  him  with  their 
assistance  more  especially  necessary  at  this  critical  season. 
-  •And  thereupon  he  sat  down  in vhe  chair;  ami  then  the  jnace, 
(which  before  lay  under  the  tablv)  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

"  Ordered  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Governor  to  acquaint 
his  Excellency,  that  this  house,  in  bcdiencc  to  !iis  commands,  have 
made  choice  tf  a  Speiker,  and  to  kn  w  i.is  pleasure  when  they 
shMll  attend  topiescnthim  ;  and  that  Mr.  Heniy  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Treasurer  do  Wait  upon  him  •  wiih  the  s  nd  message. 

"They  accordingly  withdrew,  and  being  returned,  Mr.  Treasu- 
rer reported,  that  the  governor  was  pleased  to  say  he  would  send 
an  answer  by  a  messenger  of  his  own. 

"  i\  me8>age  from  the  Governor  by  Mr.  Blair  : 
•*  Mr.    peaker, 

••  The  Governor  commands  this  House  to  atte  d  his  Excellency 
immediately  in  the:  Council  chamber. 

'*  Accordingly  Mr.  Speaker  elect,  with  the  House,  went  up  to  at- 
t2hd  his  Excel!  ncy  in  the  Council  chamber  ;  and  he  was  pleased 
to  dccia.  e  h  s  approbation  of  their  choi-  e. 

**  i  hen  Mr.  Speaker  did,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  House, 
lay  claim  to  all  their  antient  rights  and  privileges,  particularly  a 
freedom  of  speech  and  d  bate,  exemption  from  arrests,  and  pro- 
tectiou  tor  their  estates  ;  ana  lastly,  tor  himself,  requested  that  his 
errors  might  not  be  imputed  to  the  House. 

'•  The  ijovernor  answered,  that  he  should  take  care  to  defend 
them  in  all  their  just  rights  and  privileges. 

'*  The  House  being  returned, 
*•  Mr.  S^ieaktr  reported,  that  the  House  had  attended  the  Go- 
vernor in  the  Council  chamber;  where  his  Excf41ency  was  pleas- 
ed to  approve  the  choice  they  had  mad-  of  him  to  be  their  Speak- 
er, and  t  »^rant  and  alli.w  to  them,  upon  petition  of  claim  made  by 
him  to  his  Excellency,  in  the  name  and.  on  behalf  of  the  House  of 
Burgeases,  ail  their  antient  rights  and  privileges ;  particularly  a 
freed  m  of  speech  and  debate,  exemption  from  arre&t8,and  protec- 
tion for  their  estates. 

'•  Mr.  Speaker  also  rep  rted,  that  the  Governor  was  pleased  to 
inake  a  speech  to  the  Council  and  this  House  ;  of  which  Mr.Speiji- 
ker  said  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes,  djtaiucd  a  copy  ;  \Yhich  l^c 
read  to  the  H  mse."  &c.  6cg.  j 

Obviously  omitted.  ( 
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in  the  joint  addf<^8s  orthe  L^rdg  and  Comsions  of  the  nh   CBAV. 
ol'Pebrnarj,  and  the  resolalion  of  the  House  of  Commons  I. 

of  ttie  27tli,  by  whiefa  it  afipeared  that  their  well  founded 

grie?anees«  if  properly  represented,  would  certainly  be  re-  mecL  Thu 
dressca  ;  that  the  ofajreot  of  the  parliament  was  not  to  op    gover .  m 
press,  httt  protect  tlie  eolonies-^-not  to  injure  one  part  of  the  *^^''«*?^* 
Bntish  empire  for  the  benefit  of  another^  but  to  provide  speech!* 
fqualiy  for  the  eomraon  defence  of  (he  whole ;  for  the  ac- 
csnipUshment  of  which  object,  be  trusted  Virginia  would 
bear  ber  part. 

He  then,  according  to  parliamentary  etiquette,  address- 
ed the  H  )u8e  of  ilnr^esses  separately. 

He  made  demand  of  no  specific  sum,  that  their  giilt,  if 
they  shauM  offer  any,  might  he  entirely  free.  He  said  that 
the  civil  government  of  the  colony  being  already  provided 
for,  it  only  remained  for  them  to  declare  what  portion  of 
the  genenJ  burden  they  were  willing  to  bear — a  burden 
which  on  former  occasions,  the  mother  country  had  eh^cr- 
faliy  bomcy  for  l»er  defenceless  eoionies.  He  said  that  he 
was  warrasted  inileclaring  to  them  that  they  woald  never 
be  required  to  tax  themsf^ves*  unless  the  sobjeots  of  Great 
Britain  were  taxed  by  parliament,  on  the  same  occasion, 
in  a  mneh  greater  proportion,  and  that  any  precaution, 
which  they  might  think  proper  to  observe,  in  that  particu- 
lar, could  not  be  disapproved. 

Ho  reesmmended  to  them  to  imitateihe  justice  and  rao- 
deration  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  their  resolution  de- 
claring what  was  expected  from  the  colonies,  and  assured 
them  that  by  so  doing  thej  would  manifest  their  reverence 
for  Parliament  and  loyalty  to  the  King. 

He  also  recommended  to  them  to  devise  some  plan  for 
paying  the  officers  and  «oldiei*s  engaged  in  repelling  the 
last  irruption  ofthe  savages,  as  their  services,  he  did  not 
doubt,  would  be  thought  worthy  of  attention. 

Again,  as  he  had  ccminteneed,  he  addressed  the  two 
Houses  johitly.  He  stated  his  wiilingness  to  concur  in  all 
^per  measures  for  restoring  the  public  peace  and  tran- 
quility ;  that  his  ready  assent  sbonhl  be  given  to  all  laws 
having  those  objects  in  view  ;  and  recommended  the  open- 
it^  the  courts  of  justice  as  tending  to   those  emis. 

He  concluded  l)y  exhorting  them,  in  the  most  earnest 
inanoer,  to  enter  upon  the  important  business  before  them, 
^th  patience,  calmness  and  impartiality ;  and  trusted  that 
Ibe  benefits  which  they  had  received  from  the  parent  state 
WouM  animate  them  to  use  their  most  zealous  efforts,  in 
i^toring  hurmony  and  mutual  confidence  between  the  two 
connlries. 

This  spceeh  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taMe  for  the  peru- 
*al  rf  the  members;  and  the  following  day  appointed  to 
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take  it  info  consideration.  On  Friday  the  2d  of  June,  Ihef 
House  of  Burgesses  *•  Resolved^  that  an  address  lie  |jreseiit« 
**  ed  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  assure  his  Lordstiip 
*<  that  tht*y  ¥rouId  luiuiediately  take  into  I  heir  most  serious 
<•  eoasideralion,  the  several  important  matters  e4>ntainefl  ia 
<^  his  excellency's  speech  to  the  council  and  that  house,  and 
**  proceed  with  that  coolness  and  deliheratton  which  ougb$ 
(«  ever  to  influence  the  councils  of  a  free  and  loyal  people." 
In  conforniity  with  this  resolution  a  conmiiitee  was  ap*' 
pointed  to  draw  up  an  address  to  be  presented  to  the  gov* 
ernor ;  which  committee  consisted  of  Messieurs.  KieholaSy 
IVlei'ccr,  J'  ffer  on.  ilenry  Lee*  Munford*  Oandridge,  Mel- 
eon,  Jones,  Cary,  Fruncis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Whiting,  and 
Charles  Carter  of  Stafford.  On  Monday  the  dth>  the  com* 
luittec  reported  their  address  to  the  IIouse«  and  it  was  a- 
greed  to  unanimously.  It  was  likewise  resolved,  that  the 
address  should  be  presented  by  the  whole  house.  Th» 
vas  no  doubt  intended  to  give  it  an  adventitious  importanee 
and  solemnity,  in  addition  to  that  towhich  it  was  resdiy  entK 
tledby  its  merits.  It  was  very  ualike  tlie  ser\ile  e^hoe^.  to 
specihes  and  messages  which  we  have  disgustingly  witness- 
ed of  late  years.  It  was  couched  in  firm,  dignilied  and 
commanding  language,  and  told  the  governor  truths  which 
his  lordly  ears  never  received  with  patience. 

In  this  address  the  Ilouse  of  Burgesses  said,  that  they 

availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity   now  afibi*ded  them, 

^  ssembly    of  expressing  their  great  concern  at  the  alarming  situation 

ivturn    an  of  the  country,  which  they  attributed  to  the  measures  a- 

auswcr.       Jopted  by  the  British  Ministiy. 

They  declared  their  allegiance  to  their  king  unshaken, 
and  their  attachment  to  his  government,  as  founded  on  the 
law  sand  constitutions  of  the  British  £mpire^  unabated. 

'rhey  observed  that  they  wouhl  take  the  most  speedy 
measures  for  defmying  the  expences  of  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians  ;  and  that  the  non  payment  of  the  gal- 
lant  oiRcers  and  soldiers,  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  them,  as 
this  was  the  first  opportunity  which  the  governor  had  af* 
forded  them  of  paying  proper  attention  to  the  subject. 

They  said  that  the  occlusion  of  the  courts  of  justiee 
could  only  be  ascribed  to  a  combination  of  untoward  and 
distressing  incidents,  which  they  had  long  and  deeply  la- 
mented, lliat  tliese  courts  had  been  established  by  differ- 
ent acts  of  the  General  Assembly.  That  the  fees  of  the 
officers  of  justice  had  been  settled  by  an  Express  act  of  the 
legislature,  which  had  existed  and  been  continued,  with  a- 
mendments,  as  the  fluctuation  of  affairs  renderet)  necessary 
through  a  long  course  of  time.  That  the  HcNise  of  Bur- 
gesses in  May,  1774,  fim'ing  that  the  fee-bill  had  expired, 
and  that  other  valuable  acts  were  near  expiring,  had  pro« 
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«ee«)e(1  in  i\it  rffival  and  eontitiuanoe  orthem*  when  their    CIIAP, 
endeavors  to  ditteiiarge  those  and  other  impoi  tant  duties  to  1« 

their  eountry^  were  arrested,  and  eut  shoruby  a  sudden  and  ■  i  Tu 
aaexpeeted  dissoiution  of  the  AssemUly,  Sinee  that  period 
their  situation  had  undergone  a  total  change.  For  just,  and 
well  known  reasons,  this  (H>untry,  as  well  as  her  sister  eolo- 
airs,  had  heen  driven  to  the  neeessitj  of  susjiending  their 
MBimeree  uitli  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  West  In- 
dies.  There  still,  however  remained,  within  the  line  of 
parliamentarj  rff;ulalion<^,  several  othrr  valuable  branches 
ofexpiirt  toditTerent  parts  of  the  world,  which  tliejho|>ed 
would  have  enabled  the  inhabitants  of  this  countr^r  to  di8« 
efaai^  their  debts  more  expeditiously  than  theyeould  have 
done  <<  by  eontiniiing  their  usual  exports  and  exceeding 
imports,*'*  to  and  from  Great  Britain  ;  so  that  they  were 
convineed  their  creditors   could   have  hati  no   reasonublo  ' 

eause  of  eomplainL  But  they  had  now  received  informa- 
tion, too  well  grounded,  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  those  re« 
sourt'es  were  to  be  entirely  shut  up,  by  an  act  of  the  Uri- 
tish  Parliament,  cutting  off  all  their  trade  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  whole  universe,  except  the  islands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland  and  the  West  Indies. 

Money,  they  saidf  was  not  a  pi^nt  of  the  native  growth 
«f  this  country  :  And  if  the  people  were  wholly  restrain- 
ed by  the  hand  of  power  from  sending  such  produce  of  their 
estates  as  they  might  choose,  and  it  was  most  to  their  inte- 
rest to  make,  to  foreign  markets,  in  which  alone  it  would 
eommand  a  tolerable  price,  they  would  be  precluded  from 
the  ne«*es8ary  and  proper  means  of  discharging  their  debts. 
In  sueh  a  situation,  they  presumed,  it  might  be  submitted 
to  the  govemor^s  judgement,  how  far  it  would  be  consistent 
with  prudence  and  justice,  or  even  humanity,  for  them  to 
interpose  a  legislative  authority  in  order  to  compel  the  ma- 
gistrates to  o|ien  the  courts  of  civil  jurisdiction,  and 
thereby  expose  the  people  to  cruel  exactions ;  they  rather 
thought  it  might  be  better  to  await  the  time  when  the  re- 
turning wisdom  and  justice  of  Great  Britain  should  put  it  in 
their  power  to  restore  all  things  to  that  channel  in  which 
tliey  formerly  flowed,  to  her  aggrandizement,  and  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  whole  empire. 

They  said  that  they  would  proeeed  to  consider  the  state 
af  the  country,  the  address  of  the  Lords  and  i*otnmons,  and 
the  king*s  answer,  togetlier  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Bouse  of  Commons,    which  he  had  laid  before  them  ;  this 


•  There  is  some  obtruritv  in  this  passage— 1  have,  therefore,  quo- 
ted the  t-  xt  litet-aKy  as  it  stands  upon  the  maiiuscriptjouriuils,  in  the 
«fice  of  the  keeper  of  the  roUs^ 


24  HISTORY  OF 

they  would  endeavor  to  do  Tviththat  ealmnessandiiiipartialilj 
which  their ^reat  importanee  requil*rd ;  they  sineerely  wish- 
ed that  Ihej  uiight  find,  as  he  had  coneeived  it  to  be»  f be 
jiroposUion  then  made  to  them,  a  benevolent  tender   and 
auspieious  advance,  on  the  part  of  the  parent  state, towards 
bringing  to  a  fortunate  and  mf»st  desirable  issue,  all  those 
disputes  and  dissenlions  which  had  so  unhappily  prevailed. 
The  Assembly  had  not  been  idle  while  the  eommittee 
were  preparing  this  address.    On  the  Sd  of  June,  they 
1'hc  As-     passed    the    following    resolution.    "  Resolved   that  aa 
^  ucst  in-^^"  **  address  be  presented   to  his  excellency  the  governor 
ioi  matton    ^^  requesting  thai  his  lonhhip  will  be  pleased  to  eommuni-* 
\vith  res-     <*.eate  to  thin  House«  the  best  information  he  has  had 
pect  to  the  «  respecting  the  number  of  the  militia  lately  drawn  out  into 
expendi       <<  actual  service  in  defence  of  this  eolonyy  by  his  exeellency's 
Indian*  ex-  **  ©ommaml.  and  the  prolmble  expence  attending  the  same  ; 
pedition.      *^  ami  that  his  lordship  wilt  inform  this  House^  what  mili- 
<<  lia  his  exeellencj  has  ordered  on  duty  since  the  conehi- 
<^  sion  of  the  late  Indian  expedition,  and  for  what  pur- 
^*  poses."     On  the  Sth,  the  governor  sent  a  message  to  the' 
House  in  answer  to  their  resolution.    He  stated  that  be 
eould  only   inform  them  from  memory,   as  he  had  not 
been  furuisl^d  with  completie  returns ;  that  the  body  of  the 
militia  commanded  by  colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  and  that  by 
himself  in  person,  amounted,  together,  to  about  S060  m^n^ 
officers  included  ;  but  for  particulars,  and  the  expence,  he 
referred  tliem  to  the  county  lieutenants,  from  whence 
they  were  drafted,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  diflbrei^ 
corps,  and  the  eaptatns  under  them ;  that  the  militia  oir 
duty,  since  the  Indian  expedition,  consisted  of  160  men^ 
at  a  temporary  fort,  near  the  mouth  of  the  great  Kenba* 
way,  as  well  for  taking  care  of  the  men  wounded  in  the 
action  between  colonel  Lewis's  division  and  the  Indians^ 
as  for  securing  thiit  part  of  the  back  country  from  strag- 
gling parties  of  Indians,  who  might  not  be  apprized  of  t£) 
peace,  or  other  of  the  tribes  which  bad  not  joined  in  it* 
It  was  likewise  necessary,  he  said,  to  keep  up  a  small 
body  of  men  at  fort  Dunmore,  for  the  security  of  the 
country,  on  that  side,  and  to  guard  twelve  Itidian  pri- 
soners belongingto  the  Mingo  tribe,  which  bad  not  surren- 
dered or  acceded  to  the  treaty,  concluded  only  with  the 
Shawnese ;  7h  men  were  employed  at  this  place,  and  for 
these  purposes.    Twenty  five  men  were  likewise  left  at 
Fineastle  fort,  as  a  post  oommuaieation  between  the  other 
two.  and  all  together,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  chain 
on  the  back  settlers,  to  observe  the  Indians  until  he  should 
have  good  reason  to  beli«  tc  that  nothing  more  was  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  them  as  soon  as  favoralde  accounts  had 
been  received.    The  forts  had  been  evacuated  and  the  men 
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dfeeharged.    He  laid  his /letters  and  orders  before  the    CHAP. 
House,  together  with  the  substance  of  the  Indian  peace         I. 
whieh  had  not  then  been  formally  ratified  ;   the  ratiiicati-  _______ 

on  ha  vine  been  reserved  for  a  meeting  intended  to  have  <  '  " 

been  held  at  fort  Dunmore,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  where 
all  the  Ohio  Indians,  for  the  greater  solemnity,  Mrere  to  be 
present ;  but  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  time  to  pro- 
ceed there.  He  concluded — ^<  if  there  be  any  thing  fur- 
**  ther  which  the  House  shall  require  to  be  informed  of,  I 
<<  shall  be  ready  to  give  them  all  the  satisfaction  in  my 
^  power." 

As  ^et  the  Governor  afieeted  a  conciliatory  temper  to-  . 
wards  the  House ;  for  as  yet  he  had  not  received  th<ir  ad- 
dress. But  his  conduct  was  afterwards  destitute  not  ouiy 
of  that  suavi;y  which  marks  the  subtle  politician,  biM  also 
of  that  politeness  which  makes  a  part  of  the  character  of 
a  gentleman. 

In  the  midst  of  important  political  discussions  the  As- 
sembly had  not  lost  sight  of  the  most  minute  interests  of 
their  country.  They  sought  information  from  ihe  Gover- 
nor as  to  the  amount  of  the  tonage  of  one  shilling  and  tlufe 
pence  sterling  impsed  on  ships  and  vessels  tritdingto  the 
«olony  since  the  year  176:2  ;  and  they  gave  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  raise  14000,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Potomac. 

At  this  time  a  circumstance  oecured,  which,  though  ap- 
parently trivitfl,  ^ad  no.sm'all  eifect  in  increasing  the  in*i- 
tation  of  the  public  mind.  On  Saturday  night  the  3d  of 
Jane,  a  few  young  men  entered  the  magazine  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  themselves  with  arms.  A  cord,  com* 
municating  wilh  two  spring  guns,  had  been  so  placed  that 
the  arms  could  not  be  approached  vdthout  touching  it. 
Immediately,  as  this  happened,  one  of  the  guns  went  off, 
and  wounded  three  persons,  though  none  mortally.  One  was 
very  much  lacerated  by  several  small  balls,  which  enter- 
ed his  arm  and  shoulder;  another  lost  two  fingers  of  his 
right  hand ;  and  the  third  was  but  slightly  injured.  Cir- 
enmstanees  of  open  violence  or  as  in  this  ease,  of  secret 
revenge,  where  the  whole  community  fed  insulted  in  the 
person  of  an  individual,  have  not  unfrequently  produced 
important  consequences.  Upon  this  occasion  the  exacer- 
bation of  spiritvbefore  excited  was  consideraMy  heightened 
by  the  mirfortune  of  these  young  men.  which  ^as  univ*^r- 
sally  attributed  to  the  private  malice  of  the  governor. 

Having  appointed  a  committee  to  inspect  the  public  ma  Jun«  5.  As- 
gazing  in  Williamsburg,  and  to  enquire  into  the  stores  be-  ^Xt  acom- 
longing  to  it  and  make  a  report  upon  it  with  i)ower  to  miuee^o in- 
tend fw  papers^, persons  and  records — the  House  received  spe^ 
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CHAP. 
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tliC  itiu^a- 

zine. 

Donmore's 
conduct 
tliereupon. 


Assembly 
resent 
Diinmore's 
rudeness. 


Oil  Taesday  the  6ih  of  June,  a  ^vrrittoii  mejisage  fttm  the 
Governor.  -He  stated  that  he  had  reoeived  a  paper,  with- 
i  out  a  si<»;nature,  requeuing  him  to  direct  the  keeper  ofttm 
ma^azioe  to  giye  access  to  some  persons  irho  were  un- 
known to  hini.  He  sent  the  paper  and  requested  to  be 
informed  whether  the  jinltnoivn  pei*sons  were  anthoi'raed  ia 
requesting  access  to  the  magazine. 

Tbe  paper  referred  to  expressed  that  the  persons  ad- 
dressing it  to  him,  were  a  Committee  of  the  Hoase  of  Bur- 
gesses, who  requested  to  be  admitted  into  the  magaatiiie,  in 
order  to  make  a  report  of  its  situation.  Previous  to  the 
resoltttion,  appointing  this  Committee  of  Enquiry,  as  has 
been  seen,  some  persons  fafi,d  taken  arms  out  of  th^  maga- 
zine, and  this  circumstance,  Dunmore  probably  thought -a 
sufficient  cover  for  his  meanness  and  duplicity  in  aflS^ting 
ignorance^  of  the  intention  of  the  House.  So  far  was  it 
from  any  countenance  having  been  given  to  violent  pro- 
ceedings, that  some  Members  prevailed  upon  such  persons 
as  couhl  be  found,  with  the  arms  they  had  taken,  to  return 
them  to  the  magazine. 

Tlic  House  of  Burgesses  iniinediately  took  Banmore^ 
message  into  consideration,  and  investigated  the  affkir 
with  becoming  diligence,  ahd  answered  hU  message  with 
dignity  and  spirit. 

They  said  thai  as  a  proper  foundation  for  inquiring  into* 
the  causes  of  the  late  disturbances,  the^  had  appointed  a 
Committee  to  enquire  into  the  stateof  the  public  magazine; 
that  upon  receiving  the  Governor's  message*  they  had  ex- 
amined into  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  which  they 
found  to  be  as  follows  : — That  the  Committee,  having  eon- 
\ened,  waited  on  the  Governor  fi-om  a  sense  of  decorum 
land  propriety,  with  a  request  that  he  would  direct  the 
keeper  of  the  magazine  to  give  them  access  to  it ;  that 
finding  some  disorders  had  been  committed,  and  some  arnts 
taken  away,  they  thought  it  prudent  to  mention  these  cir- 
.  cumstances  to  the  Governor,  and  also  the  endeavors  which 
they  had  made  use  of  to  have  them  restored;  that  to 
avoid  mistakes  they^had  reduced  their  entire  CMnninnioa* 
tion  to  writing ;  that  in  a  body  they  waited  tipon  him  in  a 
respectful  manner,  and  by  their  Chairman,  nnade  a  ver- 
bal request,  leaving  the  written  paper  with  tiic  Governor, 
for  his  better  information ;  that  he  received  the  paper,  anQ 
promised  to  furnish  them  with  the  key  of  tliQ  ifiagazineas 
soon  as  he  could  procure  it,  that  the  Committee  not  hear- 
ing  from  the  Governor,  had  directed  their  Chairman  to 
wait  on  him,  who  was  reforrcd  for  answer  to  his  messi^e 
to  the  House. 

They  said  that  they  hoped  the  Governor  upon  reviewing 
these  circumstances  would  change  his  opinion,  and  think 
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with  them,  tbat  tkere  was  no  impropriety  in  the  conduct    CHA^ 
of  the  ConusdtCee ;  the  BiouBe'eonbidered  their  application         I* 

to  him  as  proper  and  decent ;  the  Members  coinposing  the . 

Committee  were  all  known  to  the  Governor,  and  if  he  per-  . 

eeived  any  impropriety  in  their  conduct,  it  would  have  been 

friendly  in  him  to  have  pointed  it  out  to  them  at  the  time ; 

when  this  Committee  waited  on  the  Gov^mor^  another 

Committee  had  also  waited  on  lum,  to  inform  him  that  .  • 

the  House  had  agreed  to  an  address  in  answer  to  his  speech ; 

that  they  presumed  the  one  Committee  was  as  well  known 

to  kini  as  the  other,  nevertheless  Jie  luid  not  recognized 

the  e^i^isCence  of  the  Commitiee  appointed  to  examioe  into 

the  slate  of  the  magazine ;  that  though  there  was  not  an 

express  order  of  tlie  Houso  that  the  Committee  should  ap« 

ply  to  Um  for  the  purpose  they  did,  yet  tliey  conceived 

that  such  application  naturally  grew  out  of  the  general 

order,  and  was  necessarily  incident  to  its  due  execution*  * 

They  observed  that  they  felt  very,  sensibly  the  iosinua-  ' 
tions  thrown  out  in  the  Governor's  message,  but  willing  to 
avoid  all  causes  of  controversy,  particularly  at  that  criti-  . 
e^l  period,  they  had  dii*ected  that  he  shoultl  be  waited  up- 
on, with  the  onler  before  referred  to,  and  that  should  any 
doubts  still  remain  on  his  mind,  they  would  endeavor  t« 
remove  them,  on  their  being  pointed  out  to  them.  ' 

The  House  of  Burgesses  then  received  a  message  from  The  Coun-- 
the  Cqun^iL    It  stated  that  a  report  being  in  circulation  ^^  make  a 
that  Hie  marines  and  soldierfe,  belonging  to  the  British  ship  ^{J^^^' 
Powey,  were  expected  at  the  Palace  on  that  day  by  I  he  tJie  Uouse 
Governor's  orders,  and  that  the  people^of  the  city  of  Wil-  of  Burges- 
liamsburg,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  were  greatly  alarm-  ^^* 
ed,  and  determined  to  attack  them,  they  bad  4^pointed  u       •  - 
Committee  of  two  of  their  meoibei*s,  to  wait  upon  the  Go- 
veraor,  and  ascertain  the  truth ;  that  their  Committee  had 
accordingly  waited  upon  the  Governor,  and  soNcited  him 
to  give  orders  for  the  marines  and  soldiers. not  to  anarch, 
TepresentiDg  the  calamity  which  would  inevitably  ensue,  if 
they  did ;  that  the  Governor  seemed  aston^lied  at  the  re- 
port, and  declared  that  he  had  given  no  orders  for  the  ma- 
rioes  or  sapors  to  march^  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  in- 
tention of  any  one  to  send  them  to  the  Palace,  and  in  case 
of  such  a  design  would  send  to  prevent  it. 

The  House  of  Bui^esses  thanked  the  Council  for  this 
communication. 

They  the^  requested  Capt.  James  Innes,  of  the  volun- 
l^r  company  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  to  place  and 
maintain  a  guard  on  the  maga2»ne,  until  it  should  be  dis- 
continued by  the  House  of  Bui^esses.  *  Mr.  Braxton  was 
sent  to  acquaint  Capt.  Innes  with  this  order  of  the  House. 
They  received  also  a  message  from  the  Governor,  on  the 
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Governor 
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ject ©f  the 
gunpowder. 


snbject  of  the  gunpowder,  and  the  disturbances  erowing 
QUI 'of  that  and  other  events.  He  said  he  found  that  (hat 
tranttaotion  bad  given  great  uneasiness ;  but  averred  that 
he  was  influenced  by.  the  best  motitis.  He  had  flattered 
himsrif  that  the  best  constructions  would  have  been  put 
upon  his  conduct,  as  he  had  once  ventured  his  life  ia  the 
service  of  the  country,  and  woulcl  do  so  again,  if  oecasion 
should  require  it. '  He  said  that  the  magazine 'had  been 
represented  to  him  as  a  very  insecure  depositary,  and  froiti 
experience  he  had  found  it  so,  as  there  were  now,  no  arms  ' 
in  it,  although  tho^e  atms  had  not  been  purchased  by  the 
Colony,  but  sent  here  by  the  King,  the  mark  of  whose  of- 
fice of  ordnance  they  bore.  But  trusting  that  the  House  of 
Burgesses  had  now  met  to  remove  all  grievances,  and  re- 
store the  public  tranquility,  he  promised  that  so  sooti  as 
he  saw  the  magazine  in  a  state  of  security,  he  would  re- 

Klaue  the  powder,  and  do  every  thing  in  hi«j  power  for  the 
enefit  of  (he  Colony. 

On  riMreivinjx  this  message;,  which  wore  something  like 
thr  aspett  of  concession,  the  House  came  to  a  resolution  of 
the  following  nature.  That  an  addrcH^  should  be  presented 
to  the  Governor,  to  express  their  thanks  for  his  services,  in 
bt»half  of  the  Colony,  and  for  restoring  the  public  tranquili- 
ty on  a  sure  and  iirni  foundation ;  timt  they  had  the  highest 
sense  of  his  services,  during-the  late  Indian  expedition,  and 
that  they  hriti  directed  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  cau- 
ses of  the  late  great  uneasiness  given  to  the  people,  whicli 
they  should  proceed  tipon  with  the  attention  recommended 
by  him,  and  apply  the  best  remedies  their  abilities  could 
suggest.  On  the  next  day  a  Committe'e  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  Ih  address  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution:  but  it 
seem*s  neyer  to  have  been  acted  on.  And  jet  in  the  notes 
which  lie  before  me,  there  is  mention  made  of  the  Govern- 
or's ans\i"er,  to  the  address  of  the  House  of  Bui^sses.  in  re- 
ply to  his  message  relative  to  the  gunpowder.  Tlie  following 
is  evidently  landed  not'  as  an  answer  to  any  address  rela- 
tive to  the  gifl^owder,  but  as  an  answer  to  their  communi- 
cation, relative  to  his  message,  respecting  the  Committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  magazine.  In 
this,  he  assured  them,  that  his  message,  to  which  it  alluded 
was  for  information  only,  which  he  thought  was  proper  on 
his  part,  and  as  he  never  infringed  on  any  rule  of  the  House 
nor  omitted  any  ceremony  due  to  it,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect to  be  trended  with  corresponding  |Militeness.  As  a 
proof  of  his  tlesire  to  avoid  a  controversy,  he  told  th^ 
taaf  he  should  direct  the  key  of  the  magazine  to  be  given 
to  the  Committee  on  Monday  the  12th.  The  Treasurer 
now  reported  to  the  House,  that  the  Governor  had  been 
waited  on  according  to  orders,  to  know  when  he  would  be  at- 
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tended  by  the  HoQ8e,»  and  that  he  had  appointed  the  next    CHAP, 
day,  at  one  o'ciuek,  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Council  ehaui-         L 

ber,  •  .=__^ 

He  also  reported  that  in  reply  to  their  application  to  the  «=== 
€rovemor9  for  in  tbrmation  respecting  the  tonnage  of  one 
shillii^  and  three  pence  sterling  on  ships  and  vessels  since 
1762,  he  had  dire«ited  him  to  acquaint  the  HousCf  that  he    ^     * 
would  send  an  answer  by  a  messenger* 

About  this  time  the  Council  thought  proper  to  address    The  Coun- 
the  Governor  separately  from  ^e  House  of  Qurgesses.  ^  address 
The  precise  date  of  this  address  eannot  be  ascertained,  as  ^^     ^^' 
the  Journals  of  the  Council  were  among.t  he  papers  dertroy- 
edby  the  British  in  one»ol  their  YandaUe  inroads  into  Vir- 
ginia.   It  must  hQwever  have  been  previous  to  the  flight 
of  Dunmore.    It  was  published  in  Purdie's  supplement  to 
his  ps^r  of  June  the  9th,  and  was  in  answer  to  liis  speech 
to  both  Houses  on  opening  the  Greneral  Assembly.  ^ 

They  expressed  to  him  their  thanks  for  convening  the 
Le^lature,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  taking  the 
alarming  situation  of  the  Colony  into  consideration,   and 

Goviding  remedies  far  the  increasing  evils  thereof;  that 
s  ealBng  I  hem  together,  as  soon  as  he  thought  himself 
possessed  of  the  means  of  restoring  harmony,  could  not 
but  be  regarded  as  a  proof  ofhis  attochment  totbe  dominion. 

They  declared  their  willingness  to  concur  with  the  ol her 
branch  of  the  Legislature  in  such  a  pi-oportion  of  the  pub- 
Ik  burden,  as  they  might  be  willing  to  contribute. 

Their  conclusion  echoe<I  back  that  part  of  the  Gover- 
nor^sspeech,  inwhich  he  had  recommended  the  opening 
tf  the«ouris  of  justice. 

Tu  this  loyal  aildress,  the  Governor  returned  a  ^raeiou^ 
answer.  He  said,  "  their  willingness  to  concur  m  mea- 
sures which,  if  adopted,  would  entirely  compose  the  des- 
tructive diflTerences  between  this  country  and  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  restoie  the  order  and  tranquility  of  the  Colony, 
«oa!d  not  but  give  His  Majesty  the  most  seni»ible  pleasure ; 
as  the  opportunity  of  eomraunicatiug  to  him  such  a  proof 
rfthe  duty  and  loyalty  ofjthis  bnmch  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virpnia,  afforded  him  the  greatest  satibfaction.'' 

About  two  o'clock,  on  Thursday  morning*  June  the  81h, 
the  Governor  with  his  Ladv  and  family.  Captain  Edward  The  Cover- 
Foy,  and  some  of  the  domestics  attached  to  the  Govei-nor,  ^'^^^^ 
left  the  Palace  and  retired  on  board  the  Fowey  man  of  b  iiish  Man 
war,  lying  at  York  Town.  ^  «*^»y 

The  reasons  which  he  assigned  for  this  clandestine  and 
pi^cipitate  retreat  will  be  seen  in  the  next  ch^ter.* 

•  Virginia  had  the  honor  of  beinjr  the  first  Colony  fi-om  which  a  royal 
Governor  thought  it  necessary  to  retire  on   board  a  BrHish  aimed  ves-  . 
8cl.  Gordon^YoX.  1.  VJ392. 


CHdPTEM  U. 


,  -  The  Governor  Uaxita  a  message  hehind  htm  for  tieH&ust  of 
BurgesseS'-^oint  address  of  the  Covndland  House  ^ 
Burgesses  to  the  Governor — Govemor^s  answer — House 
of  Burgesses  address  the  Governor — Committee  appoint'^ 
ed  to  enquire  ifdo  ihe  state  of  the  magaxinef  make  theit 
report — The  Governor  retpms  a  laconic  answet  to  the 
lengthy  address  of  the  i2th — Reply  and  details  at  con^ 
sider(dfle  UngtK  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  to  the  Go* 
m  vemor*s  message  of  the  iOth — Communication  from  the 
Governor  in  answer  to  the  address  of  the  House  of  Bur* 
gesses  of  the  i7th — Joint  address  of  the  House  of  Bur- 
gesses  and  the  Council — Govemtfrs  Answers-Message 
from  the  Governor — Beply  of  the  House  of  Burgesses^^ 
Governor* s  answer — Report  of  the  committee  upon  the 
Governor's  answer — lUsolution  thereuponr^Rouse  of 
Burgesses  adjourn., 

CHAP.       THE  House  of  Burgesses  receivnd  informaHoii  of  (he 
IL        Governor's^  flight,  the  same  day  on  which  the  event  took 
plaee,  by  a  message  from  ihe  Council,  accompanied  by  ano- 
''■  ther,  which  the  Governor  had  written,  and  direcfed  to  be 

The  Govcr-  ^^"^  ^^^"  *^  ^^^  House.    In  this  message  he  tolcfc  (hem 
nor  leaves  a  tha(  he  was  fully  convinced  that  neither  he  himself  nor  a- 
njewa^ete-  Jy  were  secure  at  (he  palace  ;  that  his  defenceless  sit ua(i* 
^itoSeof  ^"  "^^'"8  well  known,  some  act  might  he  perpetrated  which 
Burgesses.    Would  render  (he  breach  wi(h  (he  mother  country  irrepar*. 
able ;  and,  Ihat  for  his  own  securi(y,  as  well  as  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country,  he  had  renioved  to  a  plaoe  of  safety. 
He  tormed  the  jast  indignation  of  the  people^  <<  blind  and 
immeasurable  fury,'*  to  which  he  apprehended  he  was  iu 
constant  danger  of  being  saeriiiced      He  feared  that  some 
might  work  themseKeii  up  to  such  a   pitch  of  *«"during- 
ness  and  atrociowsness'*  as  to  fall  u|)on  hin(i>  and  plunge 
the  country  into  the  most  «  horrid  calamities. 

^  He  declared  that  so  far  from  its  being  his  intention  to 

give  any  interuplion  to  the  sittings  of  the  Legislature,  he 

'  hoped  they  would  proceed  in  the  important  business,  for 

which  they  had  been  convened,  with  diligence  and  effect. 

He  said  that  access  to  him  would  be  so  easy,  as  (o  produce 
no  possible  inconvenience  in  the  necessary  intercourse  be- 
tween the  House  and  himself ;  and  that  it  would  be  muoh 
yeticv  to  send  a  deputation  of  members^  from  time  to  time. 
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tp  wait  on  him»  at  eeeaaSon  might  reqniret  than  for  the  Ge«    CH  AP« 
neral  Assembly  itself  to  movet  in  order^o  be  liear  him.  U. 

Se  hoped  the  House  woald  view  his  eonduet  as  it  was  ^^^^.^^^^^^^^^ 
[y  intended  5  and  he  assured  them  he  was  as  ready  to  ■■^=^^ 
attend  to  the  duties  of  his  ofiee  as  before,  and  as  mueh 
disposed  to  eontribute  all  in  his  power*  if  an  opportunity 
was  aflTorded  lum  *Uo  restore  that  harmony,  the  intevlrupti- 
on  of  which  was  likely  toeest  so  dear  to  the  repose,  as  well 
as  the  comforts  of  every  individual." 

This  message  drew  forth  a  joint  address  from  the  Coun-  Joint  aH« 
eQ,  and  House  of  Burgesses,  in  whieh  they  expressed  their  ^^^^ 
eoncern  that  he  should  entertain  any  fears  for  the  personal  House  of 


es 


safety  of  himself  or  fietmily,  as  they  eould  not  believe  that  Buipssi 
any  of  their  fellow  subjects  meditated  a  erime  so  horrid  and  J^^^^ 
atrocious,  as  he  seemed  to  apprehend.  They  said  that 
they  were  fearful  the  step  he  liad  taken  would  produce  a 
eontinuanee  of  tlie  uneasiness  which  had  30  unhappily  pre- 
vailed. They  regretted  that  he  had  not  communicated  the 
grounds  of  his  apprehensions  to  them,  as  they  certainly 
should  have  endeavoured  to  remove  every  cause  of  unea- 
smess.  They  offered  to  concur  in  any  measure  that  might 
be  proposed  for  i  he  safety  of  himself  and  family. 

They  concluded  by  observing,  that  it  was  impossible, 
with  any  sort  of  propriety,  or  regard  to  the  dispatch,  ne- 
cessary at  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  to  carry  on 
business  while  he  was  so  far  removed  from  them,  and  so 
^inconveniently  situated.  They,  therefore,  earnestly  en- 
treated him,  to  return,  with  his  family,  to  the  Palac^  which 
they  were  persuaded  would  give  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and 
be  the  most  likely  means  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people. 

The  Governor  was  wailed  upon  with  this  addt*ess,  by  a 
deputation,  consisting  of  two  members  of  Ihe  Council,  and 
four  members  of  the  House  of  Burgesses.  On  the  9th  the 
House  received  the  report  of  their  deputation,  that  they 
had  waited  on  the  Governor  on  board  the  Fowey,  who  had 
aaid,  that  as  their  address  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  Colony,  as  well  as  to  himself  and  family,  he  would  re- 
turn an  answer  in  writing,  after  he  had  maturely  delibe- 
rated on  ijts  contents.  ^  «  •    J 

The  next  day  the  Govemor^s  answer  was  rjeceived, 
vhieh  was  in  substance  as  follows : 

He  said  that  if  no  hostile  designs  were  meditated  against  Goremor's 
Him,  there  was  at  least  such  an  inveteracy,  notoriously  ma-  a^s^^- 
nifested,  as  to  justify  his  apprehensions :  That  he  could  not 
have  promi&^cd  himself  any  security,  if  he  had  communicat- 
ed the  grounds  t)f  his  apprehensions  to  the  House  of  Bur-      • 
gesses,  considering  the  returns  they  had  made  to  him  for 
all  the  civility  and  respect,  which  he  had  been  forward  to 
shew  them.     That  they  had  countenanced  the  vioknt  and 
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CHAP.  ilisorderYy  proceedings  of  the  people ;  ina^iueh  as  the  ma- 
lA.  ^aziiie  had  hf  en  forced  and  rilled,  in  the  presence  of  some 
of  Uie  Menil>eri»  of  tliQ  House  of  Burgesses,  and  no  other 
effort  made  to  regain  the  arms,  than  to  persuade  the  peo- 
ple 40  return  tbem«  instead  of  bringing  the  offenders  t€^con- 
A\^  punishment :  That  a  body  of  men  had  openly  assem- 
Med  in  Wiliiamsburg,  to  oppose  the  mareh  of  a  detachfneiit 
of  the  Kihg's  troops,  which  it  had  been  falsely  stated  were 
coming  to  his  assistance ;  and  that  this  assemblage  had 
taken  place,  not  only  with  the  Jinowledge,  but  even  m  ith 
the  approbation  of  every  one ;  that  the  House  had  ordered 
guards  for  the  protection  of  the  magazine,  only  when  there 
remained  nothing  there  worth  protecting ;  and.  If  tlie  case 
bad  been  otherwise*  it  was  an  assumption  of  executive  afi- 
thority,  which  tended  to  the  subversion  of  all  civil  libW'- 
ty ;  he  therefore  oooelnded  that  he  should  have  acquired 
no  additional  security  by  rblnmunicating  the  grounds  of 
bis  apprehensions  to  the  Hon  e  of  Burge^es. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  communication  of  the  House,  in 
which  they  offered  to  concur  with  him,  in  any  measure  he 
might  propose,  for  the  seourity  of  himself  and  family,  the 
Govei*nor  appears  to  have  thought  that  nothing  conid  effect 
that  object  but  their  undoing  all  they  had  done,  and  ab- 
staining, in  future,  from  every  effort,  for  the  protection 
and  ^courity  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 

.  He  8:>id  that  object  could  only  be  attained  by  reinstating 
him,  in  (lie  full  powers  of  his  office,  as  the  King's  repre* 
sentative,  by  opening  the  coufun  of  justice  and  restoring 
the  e?  i»rgy  of  the  laws,  an  eqjual  security  for  all  parties ; 
h;  disbanding  the  independent  companies,  and  all  other 
bodies  of  men  raised  in  deiiance  of  lawful  authority  5  and, 
by  their  example,  and  all  otlier  means  in  their  power,  a- 
boli^ihing  the  spirit  and  practice  of  persecution  against  the 
King's  adherents.  For  the  accomplishment  of  these  ob- 
jects, he  was  willing  to  meet  them  at  York?  and  remaia 
with  them  until  tliey  had  finished  the  business. 

He  said  that  his  i*eturn  to  Williamsburg  would  be  as 
fruitless  in  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people^  as  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  himself  unless  there  was  among  them  a  sin- 
cere T^sposition  to  ifeccde  to  the  terms  offered  by  Parlia- 
ment, in  which  event  their  liberties  would  be  established 
upon  permanent  and  known  foundations ;  and  tbat  if  they 
manitested  such  dispositions,  he  should  consider  it  the  most 
fortunate  event  of  his  life  to  become  their  mediator  with 
supreme-authori^',  and  that  it  would  please  him,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  bring  back  his  family  as  a  pledge 
of  his  attachment  to  the  country. 

On  Monday  the  12th  of  June,  the  Chairman  of  theCom- 
/mittee  wluch  had  been  appointed  to  dr|»w  up*  an  address  to 
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llip  governor,  made  his  ivport  to  the  Ffonse,  w'^o  a^jreefl  to   CH  \P, 
thea^ddreHs  and  de|iM<ed  certain  of  their  monitn^rfl  .•  pre«(ent         II. 
it.     Jt  breathed  the    genuine  «piiit  of  freeinen»  and  is   ss=s.^=b 
ev«*fy  way  worthy   of  ircaervation* 

It  Htated  thattliey  had  taken  into  their  (consideration, 
the  joint  address  of  the  t«o  hoases  of  Pari  lament  f  the 
kin^s  answer,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  Commons 
^hich  the  goveraor  had  taid  before  the>n.  They  said  that 
tht^y  still  eherihhed  the  belief  that  the  ^reat  body  of  the 

E'0|>le  of  llngland  did  not  a^i.irove  o.  tiie  neasures  of  the 
I  itfsh  roiaistrj  in  i*elation  to  the  eoloni«*<  ;  and  that  aof 
itt&f ed  bj  a  feeling  of  brotherly  love  toward  their  fellow 
Bubjeets  of  Great  Kritaio«  they  had  reeeiveil  with  pleasoi-e 
^egovemor*s  notitieation,  that  advances  had  been  made^ 
by  the  House  of  eominous  of  a  tendeni^y  to  produce  an  atiii- 
eable  and  happy  conclusion,  ofthe  diftVrenees  which  sub- 
fisted  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies*  With 
these  dispositions  they  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
subject.  I'hey  had  examined  it  nJnutel^  ;  tluj^  liitd 
viewed  it  in  every  point  of  lip^hl  in  which  they  were  able 
to  plaee  it  ;  and  with  pain  ami  disappointment,  they  ulti- 
mately declared  that  it  only  chani^ed  the  form  of  oppres- 
sion, without  Itj^hteoing  its  burden— They  could  not,  they 
Fespeetfally  averred*  close  with  the  terms  of  the  resoluti- 
onof  the  Houseof  Commons,  and  that  for  the  reason  sub- 
joined : 

'lliey  ssud  that  the  British  Parliament  had  no  rip^t  ^  in 
terfere  with  the  administration  of  civil  government  in  (he 
eoionies;  for  themselves,  &  not  for  that  parliament,  had  go- 
vemment  been  instituted  in  America.  1'hey  had  made 
provision  ^or  such  officers,  as  aeconliug  to  their  own  ideas^ 
were  neeessary  for  the  administratitin  of  public  affairs,  and 
they  denied  the  right  of  any  other  legislature  to  dictate 
or  prescribe  either  the  number  or  emoluments  of  their 
own  officers.  ''ITiey  said  that  the  claim  <»f  the  British  Par- 
liament, to  interfere  with  the  local  revenues  provided  for 
the  support  of  government  in  the  colony,  had  been  hut  re- 
cently advanced,  and  for  the  proof  of  this  they  referred  to 
a  law  passed  so  long  ago  as  the  thirty  second  of  Charles 
the  seconii,  for  supporting  the  government  of  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  by  which  it  appeared  that  no  other  authority 
^as  recognized  as  competent  to  give  validity  to  colonial 
tevenue,  except  the  King  and  the  G«  nrral    assembly 

They  said  that  if  they  acceded  to  the  proffered  terms 
they  should  be  saddled  with  a  perpetual  tax.  adequate  to 
the  expectations,  and  subject  to  the  disposal  of  parlia^ 
tocnt ;  wherea^  they  asserted  that  they  had  a  right  t«|(:lve 
*-  1.  .      — —  ' 

•  This  was  drawn  by  Thomas  Jeffeison  ;--all  ihe  preceding  by 
H.  C.  Nicholas. 
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aitay  ibeir  o\ta  money  as  the  parliament  did  lbeirs»  fre# 
from  coercion,  and  from  time  (o  time,  as  the  public  exi« 
gencies  miglit  require,  Tbey  conceived  that  ihey  alone 
were  the  judges  of  tjho  eODdition»circums(ances»  and  situ-' 
ation  of  the  people  of  the  colony*  as  the  parliament  were 
of  those  of  the  |)eopIe  of  Great  Britaiutand  they  "contended 
not  merely  for  (he  vnode  of  raising  money*  but  also  for  tlio 
freedom  of  disposing  of  ft,  witboat  which,  they  said,  they 
possessed  no  cheek  upon  the  royal  pivtMigative. 

They  said  that  even  if  they  were  to  undertake  to  grant 
the  money  according  to  the  terms  proposed,  tlie  Commons 
had  resolved  upon  nothing  more  thad  to  forbear  from  levy** 
ing  pecuniary  taxes  on  them  ;  still  leaving  unrepealed  tbo 
several  acts  for  rCstraiairg  their  trade,  and  altering  the 
forms  of  government  of  the  Eastern  colonic^  ^  extend- 
ing the  boundaries,  and  changing  the  government  and  re* 
ligion  of  Quebec  ;  enlargingthe  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
of  admiralty  ;  depriving  them  of  the  right  of  trial  by  Jury 
<— and  transporting  them  into  other  countries,  to  be  tried 
for  criminal  offtMices.  Standing  armies,  too,  they  said, 
vere  still  to  be  kept  up  among  them,  and  there  remained 
besides,  still  unredressed,  many  numerous  grievances,  or 
ifihich  they  themselves,  and  their  sister  colonies,  separate-^ 
ly,  and  by  their  Representatives  in  the  general  Congress 
Iiad  so  often  complained. 

They  said  that  at  the  very  time  the  British  Parliament^ 
\vero  requiring  grants  of  money  fi'om  them,  they  were  al- 
so preparing  large  armaments  both  by  sea  and  land  fo^  the 
purpose  of  invading  them — ^a  mode  of  asking  for  money 
^vhich  they  deemed  altogether  incompatible  with  their 
freedom.  The  ministry,  they  said,  were  also  proceeding 
to  a  repetition  of  injuries  by  passing  acts  for  restraining 
the  commerce  and  fisheries  of  Ihe  New-England  Provinces 
and  for  nrohibit ing  the  trade  of  the  other  colonics  to  all 
parts  or  the  world,  except  the  Island**  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Ireland,  and  the  Westladies  :  all  this,  they  said* 
manifested  no  disposition,  on  the  part  of  Parliamcntt  to 
discontinue  the  exercise  of  those  powers  which  thej  wero 
attempting  to  usurp  over  them. 

They  said  (hat  upon  their  agreeing  to  contribute  their 
proportion  towai'ds  the  common  defence,  Parlinment  had 
not  eren  then  proposed  to  open  to  them  a  free  t  r^de  :  and 
yet  to  their  apprehensions,  it  appeared  perfectly  just  and 
clear,  that  those  who  equally  bore  the  burdens  of  govern- 
ment, shonid  equally  participate  in  its  blessings.  Th^y 
said  that  Parti«iment  should  be  contented  either  v«ith  the 
iAmno|K>Iy  offheir  trade,  or  their  proportional  conCributions 
— but  not  to  expect,  by  holding  both,  to  extort  from  th«m 
double  faxes. ^  They  took  occasion  to  remind  the  govern- 
ment too,  thai  in  cases  of  former  emergency,  when  iiiey 
had  been  called  upon  as  a  free  i>coplcj  their  coutributioas 
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tui  been  liberal^  notwitlustanding  the  sources  front    which   CHAP, 
lliej  were  derived^  had  beea  cramped  by  ihal  very  mono-  •       H. 
poly  of  Iheir  trade  : — their  conduct*  they  said  in  future,,  ssss^^ 
shouhl  be  as  generous  as  on  former  oecusionsy  and  that 
they  shoulo  even  disdain  the  shackles  of  a  proportional 
eontribution«  whenever  they  should  be  called  to  their  free 
station  in  the  general  system  of  the  empire. 

They  said  that  the  proposition  then  made  to  them  invol* 
Ted  Uic  interests  of  all  the  colonies.  Th\;y  were  then  re- 
presented in  a  general  congress,  composed  of  deputies  from 
all  tiie^  states,  whose  union*  they  trusted,  had  been  so 
strongly  cemented^  that  no  ptirtial  application,  eould  pro* 
duec  the  slightest  departure  from  Die  common^  cause.-^ 
They  considered  themselves  as  bound  in  honor,  as  well  as 
interest*  to  share  one  general  fate  with  their  sister  colo- 
nies :  and  should  hold  themselves  as  base  deserters  of  tho 
union  to  whicli  they  had  acceded,  were  they  to  agreei  to  a- 
ny  measures  of  a  separate  accommodation.* 

They  said  that'  there  had  indeed  been  a  plan  of  ac^, 
eommodation  offered  in  Parliament*  which,. though  not 
Entirely  equal  to  what  they,  thought  themselves  enti- 
tled to  ask,  yet  did  not  difTer  materiallv  from  that  to  whiclt 
the  general  congress  had  declared  their  willingness  to  ac- 
cede. 

Lord  Chatham^s  bill  on  one  part,  and  the  terms  of  con-* 
gress  on  the  ether,  formed  a  basis  for  negoeiation  which  a 
spirit  of  accommodation,  on  both  <iidc8*  might  have  ripen** 
ed  ivto  a  perfect  rec  nciliation  But  to  the  consumma- 
tion of  this  desirable  event,  every  obstacle  seemed  to  havp 
been  opposed. 

These  they  said  were  their  sentiments  on  (his  import 
tant  subject,  which  they  only  offered  as  an  individual  [>orti^ 
onof  the  whole  empire  ;  leaving  the  final  settlement  of 
the  contest  to  the  wisdom  of  the  general  congress,  to  whom, 
they  should  forward  all  the  documents  which  had  any  re- 
lation to  the  subject.  Individually  as  it  respected  theni^ 
selves,  they  said,  that  they  had  exhausted  every  mode  of 
lipplieation  which  their  inventions  could  suggest.  They 
said,  "  we  have  decently  renionstrated  with  Parliament, 
they  have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old,  we  have  wea^ 
ried  ohrking  with  supplications,  he  has  not  deigned  to  an- 
swer us*  we  have  appealed  to  tho  native  honor  and  justice  / 
of  the  British  nation  their  efforts  in  our  favor  have  hith- 
erto been  ineffectual.  What  tlien  remains  tope  done — — 
*^  That  7ve  commil  our  injuries  to  th^  even  banded  justice  of 
**  Ihat  being  who  doth  no  wrong,^* 

This  admirable  jiroduction  concluded  with  pious  ejacu- 
lations, and  respectful  wishes  for  the  return  of  perfect 
harmony  with  the  mother  counti^.  This  latter  was  a 
matter  of  mere  form,  as  we  have  just  seen  them  solemnly 
^ppQvdi  and  deliberately  consign  their  cause  to  the  God  of  _ 
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On  ihe  I3fli,  ihe  eomniittee  appointed  to  enquire  tiit0 
tbe  state  of  the  magazine,  made  their  report,  which  was 
reeeiv4Hl  by  the  bau&e  and  oitlered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
C»«iim.itec  the  perusal  oil  he  iiiembtTs.  This  report  fully  eontirm-^ 
appointed  ed  the  u»ehiinefcis  ami  tieaebery  whieh  the  governor  had 
into  the  "^^  practised  in  pi-der  lo  rrmove  or  deslroj  the  milifary  stores 
siaieofthe  depositefl  in  fhe  oiagazine for  the  defeuce  of  the  eolony  ; 
magaiiiie  ;  it  also  eorrob^irated,  what  had  before  Iwen  '  affirmed,  that 
make  their  j,^  jj^d  been  K***"*^y  ****  falsehood,  in  asserting  that  tbo 
I'eiioit.  powder  had  been  lodged  in  the  magazine,  from  on  hoarti 
th«'  Uippon  man  of  war,  from  wbenee  he  elaimed  his  right 
to  r%*mo\e  it.  '• 

On  the  li-th  the  eommittee  appointed  to  enquire 
intc  the  cauben  of  the  latt*  dis<urb»neei<  made  thi^ir  report^ 
at  great  lenji,th  ;  bnt  it  only  went  to  prove  upon  evidenee* 
"^hvit  tias  been  snffieienlly  obvious,  that  the  disturbances 
!n  the  colony  arose  from  the  removal  of  the  gunpowder 
from  the  niagifeine,  and  the  threats  of  the  governor*  to  in* 
eitc  the  »lavc9  to  insurrection  and  massacre. 

On  the  I5ih,  the  Ifoose  of  Burgesses  held  several  con** 
fercnces  with  the  council,  the  result  of  which  was  that  they 
agreeil  to  join  in  an  address  to  the  governor    on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  security  of  the  public  arms. 
The  Go*      On  the  t6th  the  governor  returned  an    answer    to    the 
tm  nTa  1^-  '^"6*hy  address  of  the  house  of  Burgesses  of  the   ItJth  the 
crric     an- ^ub^^Dt^^  of  which  has  been   given.     It   was  sufficiently 
swerto  the  laconic.     He  said  ••  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Burges- 
leDgih\  r  d-  ses— >It  is  wilh  real  concern  I  can  discover  nothing  in  youp 
rJ!ti  address  that  I  ihiuk  manifests  ihe  smallest  inclination   to, 

or  will  be  productive  of,  a  reconciliation  wilh  the  mother 
Country.** 

Op  the  17th  the  answer  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  te 
the  govemor^s  message  of  the  6th  was  reported  and  agreed 
to.    It  was  merely  con.plimentarj-. 

Anaddress  was  likewise  this  day  agreed  to,  in  which  they 
intorntcd  the  governor  that  the  magazine  was  repaired,  & 
jfi  a  fit  condition  for  the  reception  of  arms  and  ammunition* 
licy  observed  that  the  legislature  bad  long  since  made 
aiiiple  provision  for  the  purchase  of  military  stores,  by 
granting  one  shilling  suid  three  pence  sterling,  iqion  the 
tonnage  of  all  rcssels  trading  to  the  colony,  which  had, 
for  several  years  past  produced  more  than  three  thousand 
pounds.  TJiey  therefore  requested  that  the  governor 
i^ould  order  two  thousand  st^nd  of  arm?,  five  tons  of  pow- 
der, and  twenty  tdns  of  lead,  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
other  milit try  stores  to  be  immediately  provided  and  lodg- 
ed in  the  public  magazine  for  the  defence  of  the  colony. 
On  Monday  the  19th  an  address  was  presented  to  the 
governor,  in  answer  to  his  written  message  of  the  iOth— « 
Tiie  substaneeof  this  answer  it  will  be  necessary  to  give 
tiotwithstandinfirSts  extreme  length  ;  aud  this  for  reasons 
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They  saW,  that  they  bad  rc<ieived  his  wrfttcn  message   CH\P. 
'Of  the  iOtU  instant*  in  answer  to  the  joint  address  of  the         U* 
Council  and  House  of  Burgesses,  with  equal  eoncem  and     '■'  "      " 
amazement^  and  ihat  they  were  totally  unprepared  for  so    .  **^P*  ^ 
severe  and  erucl  a  return  to  the  respectful  applieation  cSnridera- 
made  to  him,  which  was  solely  dictated  by  their  duty  to  blc  length, 
their  sovereign, and  the  most  earnest  d»»sire  of  eontrihut-  sfthch  u-e 
iiig  every  thing  in  their  power,  not  only  to  the  governor's  t)tBurgesi- 
own   happiness,  but   that  of  every  part  of  his  fonriily.  ®^»  ^^  ^^^t^ 
Prom  their  joint  adriressu  they  said  they  had  promised  ^^J^g^age  ^ 
themselves  a  very  different  result,  IVom  that  which  had  the  ioth. 
actually  taken  place. 

■The  governor  had  said  in  his  answer,  as  We  have  just 
•een,  that  he  declined  out  of  tenderness  to  enumerate*  the* 
menaces  and  threats  of  the  people :  to  this  the  House  of 
Bui^esses  replied,  that  they  were  iia^norant  who  were  the 
fetuUar  objects  of  his  tenderness,  thai  he  o  kindly^  in  /a- 
vor  oflhem,  deciined  a  f  articular  enumeration  :  They  ex- 

Sressed,  at  the  same  time,  their  regret,  that  he  should 
ave  had  so  little  fpclini*.  for  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia. 

They  said,  that  the  governor  had  now  driven  them  t6 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  enquiring,  minutely,  into  the, 
causes  of  the  late  disturbanc^es  in  the  colony  j  that  it  was 
not  with  the  most  distant  inclination  to  give  him  the 
iH^btest  offence,  that  they  engaged«in  so  irksome  a  task, 
but  purely  to  do  justice  to  their  much  iryured  country 
that  thev  recurred  to  different  and  distant  transactions. 

The  insinuations  contained  in  the  governc^r's  messnge, 
and  some  other  public  documents,  of  disloyalty  and  disaf- 
feiftiofi  among  their  countrymen  towards  the  king  and  his 
government,  they  repelled  and  disavowed  as  equally  griev- 
ous and  unmerite^l.     Words,  they  said,  they  knew,  were 
too  often  but  empty  sounds :  they  therefore,  would  not 
appeal   to    profession^,    however   sincere,    but   to  facts, 
of  public  notoriety*    Tliey  averred  that  the  loyalty  of 
Virginia,  the  most  ancient  colony,   stood  confessed,   as 
Afforded  by  many  of  the  governor's  predecessors.     They 
said  that  they  would  presume  to  c»rry  his  attention  no 
farther  back  than  to  the  administration  of  his  immediate 
predecessor.     Previous  to  his  coming  over  to  Virginia, 
there  had  arisen  some  unhappy  di spates  between  Great 
Britain  and   the  colonies.      ITie   king  hud   sent  over  to 
them,  from  ^ his  immediate  presence*  *♦  the  truly  noble 
lord  BoTBTouET,**  who  informeil  them  that  he  had  re- 
eeived  instructions,  to  do  Justice,  and  maintain  the  rights 
of  all  his  subjects.    They  said  that  hr  had  cheerfully 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  exalted  station,  in  which  he 


/  i  i»»f  .s  probably  a  i  unt  at  Du  .niore,  jvho  was  removed  from 
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had  acted  as  a  true  representative  of  liis  royal  mastery 
at  once  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  rrown,  dispensing^ 
ihe  strictest  just  ce«  and  diffusing  benevoleneo  throughout 
the  country.  By  his  exemplary  conduct*  in  all  respects^ 
be  had  accomplished  what  he  deemed  a  glorioucr  work  ?— • 
Ue  had  given  them  tranquility  and  happiness,  ^ti" — Indeed  he 
was  often  heard  to  declare,  that  the  business*  of  a  gov- 
ernor of  Virginia*  was  much  easier  than  he  eould  have 
conceived,  as  he  found  that  the  government  almost  exe- 
cuted itself-  But  matters  were  not  af  that  time  carried 
on,  and  precipitated  with  so  high  an  band,  on  the  other 
Bide  of  the  water,  as  at  present.  77iis  probably  was  owing 
to  his  mifiutely  examining  coery  subject  to  ifie  boltork  him-- 
self,  iakins^  nothing  upon  trust ;  to  his  diseountenancing 
tale  bearerSf  and  malicious  informers  ;  and^  at  last,  tnofe- 
ing  a  faithful  representation  of  things  f  such  as  he  foimi 
tliem.  \ 

••  In  a  short*  too  short  time,  fbr  the  happitiess  of  Virgi* 
nia,  it  had  pleased  Guo  to  remove  him  from  among  (hem  !*• 

They  observed  to  the  governor,  that  when  they  receiv- 
ed the  account  of  his  appointment,  Miey  indulged  them- 
selves in  pleasing  antici|iat1ons,  and  that  when  he  actually 
arrived  they  had  vied  with  each  other  in  endeavouring  to 
make  his  udniinislratlon  easy  and  agreeable.  Ttiey  then 
gallaiiily  adverted  to  the  pleasure  they  fcll  upon  the 
report  that  his  ladv  and  family  were  coming  to  reside- 
among  them,  ami  the  expressions  of  heartfelt  joy  with, 
which  they  had  greeted  her  upon  he^  arrival— rconsidertng 
themselves  and  eountrymeia  as  particularly  favoured,  m 
having  such  respectable  pledges  amongst  them  of  the  sin*, 
cerity  of  their  governor's  good  intentions  towards  the' 
colony.  They  then  observed  that  ehanges  seldom  hap- 
pened without  some  sufficient  eanso,  and,  that  if  tho 
governor  had.  oi*  thought  he  had,  discovered  any  alteratioir 

•  The  feelings  of  resjject  for  the  one  Governor,  and  of  resentment 
towards  the  oiher,  seem  here  to  have  been  ifiingled  in  the  bosoms  of 
the  draftsmen  of  this  answer  ;  and  as  they  became  warmed  by  the 
subject,  in  giving  a^  el  tquent  description  of  what  the  cue  was,  theyv 
ail  along,  seemed  to  have  intended  to  exhibit  what  tlie  other  5pa«< 
not, 

f  The  sentence  marJLed  in  Italics  is  founded  on  an  error  of  thfc 
house  of  Burgesses,  Although  Dunmorewas  a  marked  tool  of  pow- 
er, ann  x  willing  instrument  of  despotism,  yet  the  measures  ot  the 
British  ministry  did  not  proceed,  (except  in  a  very  small  degree) 
from  the  misrepresentations  of  their  governors  in  America,'butfrcni 
a  settled  dt sign,  formed  by  the  Earl  of  Bute,  the  preceptor  of 
George  Hi  and  bat  too  successfully  instilled  into  the  mind  of  his 
young  pupil,  to  revive  the  tory  system  of  government,  destroy  the 
consititution  of  England,  and  enslave,  not  only  the  Colonies,  but  the 
British  Empire  itself.  It  seems  to  iiavc  bee«  the  design  of  the 
House  of  Hurgesfies  to  cast  additional  odium  on  the  character  and 
conduct  of  Dunmore,  by  attributing  to  his  communications  to  his 
superiors,  effects,  which  they  but  very  partially  produced. 
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in  their  eeiitiinents  or  behavt6ur,  it  might  tie  wortb  his    CII  il\ 
while,  as  weM  as  their  own   to  search  for  the  causes  of  i(.         ii. 

JKespeet,  they  sai«l,  was  not  to  be  obtained  by  force  from   -  im  \ .  m 
a  free  |>e4>ple  :  if  genuine  it  must  be  perfectly  voluntary  ; 
and  nothing  Miey  averred*   was  so  likely  to  insure  it,  to 
one  in  his  high  station*  asdii^nity  of  character,  and  a  can- 
did and  exemplary  conduct. 

They  declined,  U(ion  the  present  occasion,  a  discussioa 
t)f  the  subject  unhappily  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies  ;  and  they  presumed  not  to  irtterfi^re  with 
(he  governor's  authority  jn  suramoninq^  or  dissolvini;  as-  f 

sembiies*  when,  by  the  advice  of  his  Council,  he  should 
tbink  tliere  was  proper  occasion :  «vhat  they  claimefl,  as 
teaci  of  justice,  was,  that  their  conduct  should  be  fairly 
and  impartially  represented  to  their  sovereign, 

They  disclaimed  the  idea  of  insinuati^  that  the  gover- 
nor would  desi.:;nediy  misrepresent  facts ;  yet  it  was  much 
to  be  feared  that  he  had  too  easily  § iven  credit  to  some"*^ 
desiring  persons,  who,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  commu- 
nily,  possessed  much  too  large  a  share  of  his  confidence* 

They  then  proceeded  to  vindicate  tltemselves  from  the 
aspersions  cast  upon  them  in  Dunmore's  letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  dated  the  ?9th  of  May  177*. 

Tlicy  declared  thj^t  the  design  of  the  then  Assembly  was 
eatireiy  misconceived;  and  they  illustrated  the  danger  a>) 
Hell  as  injustice  of  attempting  to  penetrate  the  thotivrhts 
of  others,  when  they  are  not  certainly  known,  l>y  the  ill 
impressions  wliieh  it  was  probable  his  letter  had  made  oit 
the  minds  of  the  ki|ig  and  tiis  minister^* 

Suspicions,  they  humbly  conceived,  could  never  justify 
direct  and  positive  accusations.  We  know  that  meii,  said 
Ihcy^  difler  in  religious  sentiments. 

Some  may  believe  in  the  superintendence  of  a  provi-. 
denee,  and  that  the  care,  especially  of  nations,  is  an  ob* 
ject  of  divine  gOf)dness  ;  whilat  others  may  ttiink,  or  atfect 
to  treat  this,  as  well  as  other,  matters,  which  the  christian 
religion  teaches,  as  things  merely  chlmerical.t 

They  now  referred  to  eertain  e5ti*aeJs  of  an'»ther  Jettctf 
from  the  goremor,  to  the  *same  minister,  dated  the  •^ith 
of  Deoemberc  1774.  In  proportion  as  the  unfavourahlo 
representations  contained  in  this  letter,  were  likely  to  he 
iiyurbus  to  the  colony,  so  had  they  hoped  the  i;overnoL* 
Kould  have  been  careiul  in  examining  the  evidence  of  the 
facts  l^e  stated. 

♦  This  attaches  to  c^pt.  Foy,  Ma  secret  tr}-,  who  was  the  Ciove^a- 
crde  facto— aa  Englishman  ot*  violent  passions,  and  hostile  preju- 
dices against  us. 

{The  House  of  Btitl^A^ses  seem  to  have  taken  e very  opportunity 
asten  something  o^ensive  a^d  unpopular  upon  the  (yovcriK)r,whT  * 
was  c^sidered  z  freest  lank  er.    For  what  other  purpose  these  lines 
Qpmibe' subject  of  reli};LDti,  which   have  no  connection  with  anV 
tibfiff  that  nrer.edcs  thefn.  «>r  that  comes  itfter  them,  ware  introdu- 
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CHAP.       To  bis  first  letter  he  had  represented  the  Bouse  jqP 

IL       Burge&ses  as  fond  of  having;  it  thougkr  that  a  determined 

'■'  resolution  to  deny  and  oppose  the  authority  of  Parliament 

always  originated  with  them.     They  appealed   to  the 

Sovernor  to  determine  whether  this  waB  intended  to  draw 
own  the  particular  resentment  of  Parliament,  on  the  co**' 
lony  of  y  trginia. 

They  said  that  they  bad,  indeed*  prote^ed  against  the 
power  of  Parliament,  when  they  thought  it  extended  con* 
*       trary  to  the  principles  of  the  eonstiiution  ;  but  they  w^^re 
j|  not  so  ready  to  confess  that  they  ever  affected  to  take  the 

lead  of  the  other  colonies,  in  this  or  any  other  measure  $ 
that  the  times  of  entering  their  protestations,  were  merel^ 
accidental,  as  circumstances  happened  ;  and  (it  was  noto- 
rious,) that  the  subject  of  the  present  complaint  bad  been 
tinder  the  conside|;ation  of  some  other  colonies,  before  the 
Virginians  took  it  up. 

They  said  that  if  the  governor's  letter  of  the  24th  of 
December  wer^i  reliecf  on,  the  association  adopted  by  the 
genei*al  congress  would  appear  to  have  been  first  recom- 
mended by  Virginia  ^  whereas  the  truth  was  that  Virginia 
Was  only  first  in  having  resolved  against  the  importation  Sc 
use  of  East  India  commodities,*  The  general  non-export 
and  non4mport  agreement  came  first  recommended  from 
sevc^ral  of  the  northern  colonies.  This  circumstance, 
however,  they  acknowledged,  made  no  difierence  then,  as 
the  several  colonies  had  united  in  the  association.  1 1  had 
only  been  remarked,  (since  the  governor  seemed  to  have 
thought  it  of  importance.)  as  no  strong  testimony  of  his 
kind  disposition  towards  this  colony. 

They  next  took  up  the  subfect  of  the  county  eommitteest 
of  whom  Dunmore  had  spoken,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the 
ininistry,  in  no  very  favorable  terms.  Thry  acknowledged 
that  committees  had  been  chosen,ii2  several  counties;|  the 
object  of  whose  appointment  was  to  observe  the  conduct  of 
tho^e  who  were  inimical  to  the  interest  of  thecountry ;  and 
that  the  people  n^ght  know  their  friends  from  their  foes, 
they  were  required:):  to  publish  the  name«  of  all  transgres- 

♦  The  H'^se  of  Burgeif^s  ot  Virginia  labour  hard,  but  in  vain,  to^ 
despoil  theinftelves  of  the  glory  of  being  foremost  in  the  revolution* 
ary  struggtes. 

^  t  There  is  mpch  narrowness  of  expression  here  : — In  whatc6un- 
ties  had  committees  n«»t  been  chosen  ?  It  was  principally,  if  not  aU 
together,  through  the  agency  of  these  committees  that  delegates 
vere  appointed  to  the  colonial  conventions,  and  upon  examining  the 
list  of  returns,  as  published  at  the  day,  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  county  unrepresented. 

^  This  expression  obviously  implies  a  correspondence  between 
the  county  committees  and  some  superior,  or  highly  respected  au- 
thf»rity.  May  we  not  assert,  without  any  culpable  latitude  of  inier- 
pretatfon,  that  it  also  implies  a  pn>ject,  not  partially  adopted  by  a 
iew  counties,  but  systematically  organized  by  the  general  consent  or 
the  colony  ? 
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•or»v    Thisthey  observed,  the  cfovernop  was  pleasecl  to    CHAP.     | 
terra  "  inviting  ihe  vengcanet?  of  a  lawless  mob  fo  be  exer-      .  U. 
vised  npon  the  vnhappj  vietimB."*    He  had*  too*  farther^ 
i^presented these  eommilteeB  as  assilining  an  authority  to  ^— ^;j  ■■,  ^ 
inspect  the  books*  invoiees,  and  all  thf  seerets  of  the  trado 
and  correspondence  of  mercbantn*    This    they  observed^ 
''was  high  colouring  of  assumed  facts  ;^*whicli  they,  who 
inhabited  different  parts  of  (he  couati^y    were  strangers 

To  close  bis  narrative  apon  (his  bead)  said  they,  he  bad 
keen  pleased  to  inform  his  correspondent,  that  <<  every  % 

eoanty  in  the  colony  was  arming  a  com (iany  of  men,  whom 
they  called  an  independent  company,  for  the  avowed  pur* 
p<>se  of  projecting  their  coinmiltees>  and  lo  be  employed  a- 
gainst  government,  if  occasion  required  ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  one  county  had  proceeded  so  far,  as  to  swear  the 
men  of  their  independent  company  to  execute  all  orders 
which  should  lie  given  them  from  their  eommittee/%^ 
These  were  things^  they  said,  entirely  without  their  know- 
le<lge ;  and  they  declared  themselves  convinced,  upon  the 
strictest  enquiry,  that  they  deserved  no.  credit.f 

'■■        ■  I  ■  !■  II  I      I         I    I  I        I    I      I        >i  >■■    I  ■         H        I  I     1       II      ■    I     1  i    ■       I     ft.   ■■■   ,1 

^  *  Nothing  can  be  more  unjust  and  unmerited  than  this  imputa- 
tioa  ofDuuroore's  Id  the  manuscript  copy  of  the  proceedirgs  i£ 
thf  committee  of  safety  for  thfe  county  of  Northumberland,  which  I 
have  before  quoted,  I  observe  that  upon  occasion  of  some  violence 
which  had  been  threatened  to  the  persons  and  pixipertv  of  cei-tain  * 
4isafibcted  individuals^  the  committee  of  safety  unanimously  declar* 
red  their  disapprobation  of  such  conduct*  which  they  officially  de- 
nounced as  •'  diabolical  J\nd  savnge." 

.  t  Notwithstanding  the  phraseology  of  the  text  above,  it  iscertaia 
that  the  merchants  bocks  were  subject  to  cxani^nation.*  In  the 
manuscript,  mentioned  in  the  pi*ec«ding  note,  I  obser\ne,that  a  soi* 
kct  committee  was  appointed*  **  to  waitoiK  the  merch^ts  ot  the 
County,  and  request  the  perusal  of  their  several  waste-bi^oks,  rela- 
tive to  the  price  of  goods  by  them  sold  for  one  month  last  past,  and 
also  to  <ixamine  into  the  prices  now  marked  on  their  goods,8cc.  Kc.** 
Notwithstanding  the  mild  form  of  a  request  in  which  the  a» 
hove  appears,  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  it  would  have  been  enfor* 
eed,  had  the  slightest  opposition  been  made  to  its  execution  >  th^ 
date  of  the  meeting  at  which  this  transaction  occurred,  was  Tues- 
dny  the  15th  day  of  November,  1774, 

i  It  may  seem  arrogant  at  this  distance  of  time,  and  w''h  the^ 
laint  gleam  of  light  oniy ,  whicR  is  son>etimes  shed  upon  the  minutia ' 
of  our  military  arrangements,  preparatory  to  the  revolutionary 
var,  to  contradict  an  assertion,  solemnly  advanced,  in  so  serious 
and  important  a  state  paper  as  the  above,  yet  the  author  cannot 
suppress  the  expression  of  his  conviction,  fwndcd  upon  proofs  alto- 
gether satisfactory  to  his  own  mind,  that  there  was  at  the  time 
Danmore  wrote  the  letters  before  mentioned,  a  company  of  men 
arming  in  almost  every  county,  if  not  in  every  county  in  the  colony 
—The  probable  falsthood  of  his  assertion  that  any  county  had  ten- 
dered such  an  oath  as  he  de8Cril>es,  to  their  independent  company* 
6p  to  any  body  of  armed  men  raised  witliin  their  county — it  is  in- 
different by  what  name  they  were  caUed— has  been  tiiken  notice 
rf  m  the  preceding  pagesi  ' 
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Tli^y  t1ieii]>rbceededto  8fat^,irbaf,  according  to  tftefP 
apppehensioti  and  inforiiiatiot!,%a9  the  real  sitnation  of  the 
colony,  as  to  any  extra  mllif  ary  arrangemenld,  which 
might  have  been  made  independent  of  the  old  and  well 
known  militia  system*  They  said  that  there  were  a  feTir 
companies  of  «♦  gentlemen'*  formedt  who  were  desii-ous  of 
perfeeting  themselves  ibmillfary  exercises  ;  hot  that  thro'- 
out  the  whole  colony,  whieh  consisted  of  sixty  one  coun« 
tie»9  they  could  not  find  thai  evcfn  this  shew  of  a  military 
disposition  had  b^en  exhibited  in  more  than  six  or  seven. 

Tli^  object  proposed  by  this  arrangement  was  to  dislin- 
^ish  them  ftom  the  militia a^t  large  ;  the  first  and  most 
considerable  of  thcse»  was  instituted  for  the  better  protee* 
lion  <»f  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  and  afterwards  Was  so  far 
iipproved  of  by  the  governor,  that  he  expressed  his  warm- 
est wishes  that  the  example  might  be  followed  throughout ' 
thecotiotry,  and  issued  commissions  to  their  oflfieers-— 
That  ttiese  cofi^panies*\9ere  connected  with  the  commrtteesr 
or  that  they  were  ever  designed  to  act  against,  or  in  any 
tort  to  interftre  wilfc,  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  govern- 
mentf  they  neither  knew  nor  believed  ;  but,  on  tire  contra- 
ty^  they  were  verf^  persuaded  that  they  were  aliray  s  rea- 
dy and  willing  to  exert  themsetves  to  support  the  laws,  & 
the  regal  government,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

The  governor  had  said,  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  tlio 
'<  power  of  government  was  entirely  disregarded,  if  not 
Vholly  oyerturned,  and  that  there  was  not  a  Justice  of  the 
Mace  in  Tirginia  who  acted  except  as  a  committeeman.'^ 
^Thisassertion,  they  said,  they  could  not  but  consider  as 
highly  unjust,  and  exti^mely  injurious  to  them.  They 
4ia^  every  reason  to  believe,  and  indeed  had  full  proof, 
that  the  magistrates  throughout  the  colony  duly  attended 
their  respective  eourts  ;  and  though,  for  \he  reasons  as- 
signed in 'A  former  address,  they  did  not  tlunk  themselvea 
authorised  tr  hear  and  determine  civil  suits,  yet  they 
were  persuaded  that  their  (the  magistrates')  former  en- 
deavors to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  govern- 
ment had  not  been  interrupted,  bdt  exerted  in  the  usual 
manqer.  The  original  cause  of  suspending  the  trials  of 
civil  suits  was,  as  the  governor  had  observed,  the  vnuit  of 


♦  These  compsnies  of  eentlemen,  who  Were  distinguished  front 
the  militia  at  large,  here,  for  thefifst  time,  make  their  appearance 
—In  no  history  of  the  American  Revolution,  in  no  file  of  newspa- 
pers printed  in  Virginia,  during  this  period,  nor  in  any  journal  nor 
manuscript,  to  which  the  author  has  had  access,  has  he  been  able 
to  discover  the  remotest  trace  of  any  bodies  of  armed  men  of  the 
dc8cripti«*n  mentioned  above.  The  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia 
«ecm  to  have  fallen  upon  every  possible  plan  of  draguising  yie  pre- 
parations of  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  design  with  which  those  pi'e* 
parations  were  making. 
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^  fee-bill.  Thli  leipil  defeet,  thejr  iaUt  WM  mueb  hunenf • 
ed«  Qor  W9A  it  used*  Wording  to  their  kaovled^,  as  a  po« 
puiar  argument*  by  anj  man  of  «aand  miiter9(andiB|sr :  'I  be 
fiiliaJ)iUiittofthi9eomitry4id  not  join  ia  what  he  wa»  plea9ed 
to  term  aa  opprobrioas  mea^urey  to  engage  their  ^  English 
oreditors  to  Join  the  olamors  of  the  eouotry/*  As  to  his 
assertioQt  that  "*•  not  a  few. did  it  to  a?oid  paying  their 
debts,  in  wliieh  many  of  the  prineipal  people  of  the  oolony 
irere  oiuob  involved/  ibey  eould  only  answer  for  them* 
^Itw  in  the  negative*  but  at  the  same  time  must  eoosider 
so  lodiseriniiBate  a  eharge  %»  extremely  ic\)urious,  and 
ever}'  way  uivjust  They  said  that  they  were  so  far  from 
desiripg  to  do  iiyustiee  to  ered|tors,  that  il  gave  them 
great  paia  to  observe  that  sueb  a  step  was  thought  neees- 
sary  ;  and  nothing  bat  the  hopes  of  being  relieved  from 
the  arbitrary  system  of  eolony  goverameot*  attempted  to 
be  iotrodneed*  eould  have  prevailed  with  them  to  submtt 
to  a  stoppage  of  their  exports.  The  merehants  of  Lon« 
4on»  (hey  said,  in  their  written  mpssage^  by  a  reapeetabje 
member  of  their  body*  to  the  eommittee  of  the  House  of 
Commons*  had  done  ibem  ample  justiee  in  this  respect: 
they  had  represented  that  they  should  have  no  uneasiness 
about  remittauees  from  Ameriea«  unless  Parliament  pur-^ 
sued  snob  means  as  were  likely  to  prevent  them. 

They  next  took  oeeaslon  to  express  their  sentimentft 
with  respeet  to  the  continental  Congress :  Th^  oonsi* 
dered  that  body  as  instituted  upon  prineiples  of  public 
aei<essityy  and  cUd  not  hesitate  to  aeknowledge  that  theyt 
entertained  a  proper  respeet  br  thenu  They  bad  leam« 
«d  they  said^  from  good  authority*  that  then*  pe^tion  to 
the  king  was  {graciously  ceeeived  ;  though  it  was  with  eon- 
eem*  they  had  understood  that  it  had  hitherto  produced 
i|0  good  e&et.  It  had  been  said  of  the  inhabitants  of  Vir- 
ginia* by  the  governor*  that  they  treated  with  ^  marks  of 
reverence  the  laws  of  the  Gengi^ess  which  they  never  be- 
stowed on  their  l^^l  govemmeiit*  or  the  laws  proceeding 
from  it«^  This*  they  observed*  was  one*  out  of  a  great 
number  of  facts*  reguiriag  proanr-since  they  vkWt  take 
upon  themselves  to  say  with  confidence*  that  the  inlm}»<- 
tants  of  Vii^uia  had  been  second  to  no  others^  in  any  paif 
of  the  king*s  wide  extended  dominions*  in  all  due  respeet  to 
his  government*  governors*  and  all  in  authority  under  him. 
They  reminded  the  governor  that  a  general  eoagress  had 
been  held  in  America*  during  the  last  war  with  the  royal 
appi*obation ;  But  then  indeed,  the  interest  of  Great  Bri« 
tain*  as  well  as  that  of  the  colonies*  might  have  demanded 
it. 

la  imitation  of  so  laudable  an  example*  which  had  been 
sotthem.  when  the  interests  of  the  whole  empire  were  at 
st^e*  America,  whose  libertY  und  happiness  were  now 
particularly  jeopardized,  had  singly  resolved   on  a  like 
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They  now  adrf Hed  to  the  opinion  wbieh  tbo  gotemo# 
had  expressed*  in  one  of  M9  comniunieafioni  to  Loi*d  Dart-' 
nioutht  as  lo  the  efibots  whii^h  he  supposed  the  awoeiation 
wastllcely  to  prodttee — with  wbieh*  they  said^  eon^idering 
it  merely  as  a  matter  of  opinion^  they  were  little  eoaeern'* 
ed  to  interfere :  time  only  eonid  discover  the  conseqaeneea 
of  that  measure,  l^ey  denied  the  governor's  assertion 
<<  that  the  people  of  fortune  bad  supplied  themselves  and 
negroes  for  two  or  three  years,  to  the  distresses  of  the 
middling  kni  poorer  sort ;"  which  assertion  they  attribu- 
ted to  his  giving  too  easy  credit  ta  ilMonnded   reports. 

Some,  they  said,  bot  very  few,  might  have  supplied 
themselves  as  opportunity  ofl^red*  for  the  then  present 
year ;  and  this  they  believed  was  the  most  that  had  been 
done.  They  were  persuaded  too  of  a  material  mistake  in 
another  respect,  it  being  the  general  opinion,  founded  oil 
good  grounds,  that  the  middling  and  poorer  sort  would 
faremueh  better  than  those  who  possessed  fortunes,  wha 
bad  large  numbers  of  slaves  to  provide  for.  While  upon 
this  subjeot,  they  could  not  refrain  from  observing  how , 
strangely  their  Tiews  had  been  misrepresented.  By  the 
association  they  intended  nothing  that  was  illegal ;  they 
were  only  resolved  to  be  content  with  tlieir  own  home  sqiiq 
manufactures,  however  mean  in  quality,'  unless  things 
oould  be  restored  to  their  former  channel,  whioh  was  tlie 
only  seeurity  they  desired  for  what  they  knew  their  excel- 
lent  constitution  entitled  them  to.  What  he  had  been 
pleased  to  represent  as  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the 
commit  tees  would  produee,  they  trusted  none  oPthose  very 
dreadful  effects  which  he  had  painted  in  such  alarming 
eolorsd — ^The  whole  colony,  with  very  few  exceptions,  was 
^  united  ;  and  with  such  a  union  of  sentiment,  the  expeetati- 
ons  of  those,  who  supposed  that  discord  would  arise,  n)ust 
ba  exceedingly  sanguine  indeed. 

They  next  proceeded  to  statie  the  necessity,  and  vindi- 
isate  the  propriety,  of  the  meetings  and  regulations  of  the 
general  convention.  They  knew  not,  they  said,  how  the 
proceedings  of  that  body,  in  Marcli  last,  bad  been  repre- 
sented, but  from  the  specimens,  which  in  Justice  to  them- 
selves and  their  countrymen,  they  had  found  it  necessary 
to  record  upon  the  preceding  pages,  they  presumed  in  no 
very  favorable  light.  These  meetings  of  the  general  eon- 
Yention,  said  they,  (unless  it  could  be  supposed  tliat  a 
Whole  eouutry  had  entirely  lost  sight  of  Its  seeurity  and 
most  essential  interests,)  were  rendered  absolutely  neces- 
sary, first  by  th^  dissolution,  and  aPterwards  by  repeated 
{prorogations,  of  the  general  Assembly.  Upon  enquiry 
nto  the  state  of  the  colony,  it  was  found,  that  there  had 
been  almost  a  total  inattention  to  the  proper  timining  and 
disojplining  of  the  militia.  Various  subsequent  acts  of 
Ihe  legislature^  raid  they^  amendatory  of  the  law  of  irsa^ 
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liad  expired  ;llie  act  providing  against  iayasioafl  and  fa-  CBAF«.  i 
surreciions  vras  near  expiring,  and  it  was  uncertain  whe-  U* 
th«r  an  opportanity  wonj^  be  given  to  the  general  Assem- 
Uy  to  revive  it.  Taking  a  more  extended  view  of  their 
utuati6n,  it  had  been  found  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  were  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  a  barbarous  and 
saTage  enemy.  From  the  best  accounts  which  had  been  re* 
edved  from  Great  BritaiUf  there  was  too  much  reason  to  be 
eonviuced^hat  the  ministry  were  proseentii^  the  most  rigo- 
tons  and  arbitrary  measures  towards  subjugating  the 
whole  continent  of  Jlmericaio  their  despotic  rule;  which 
metisuns  they  said^  it  was  more  than  probable,  had  been 
suggested  from  hence^  and  the  other  colonies  ;  and,  that  a 
sdiemCf  tMmost  diaboUcaU  had  beenmeditatedf  and  general- 
ly  reeammendedf  by  a  person  of  great  influence,  to  offer 
freedom  to  the  slaves,  and  turn  them  against  their  masters. 
To  guard  against  these  dangers,  which  had  not  been  distinct- 
ly (Useemed  until  lately«  the  Convention  had  recommend- 
ed a  strict  ottention  to  the  militia  law  of  1 738  ;  this  law 
however  being  defective  in  many  essential  ^koints,  and  par- 
ticularly, inasmuch  as  the  whole  militia  were  not  obliged 
to  muster  so  frequently  as  might  be  necessary,  it  had  been, 
recommended  that  vohmteer  companies  should  be  formed  in^ 
esbeh  county,  for  the  better  defence  and  protection  of  tlw 
whole  country*  These  proceedings,  they  said,  according 
to  an  usual  style,  it  was  more  than  probable,  had  been  re* 
presented  as  designed  to  oppose  government ;  whereas^ 
tb^y  were  persuaded,  that  nothing  was  farther  from  the 
lotentions  of  the  Convention.  '  They  appealed  to  their  re- 
tolutiotts,  which  they  said  must  eonvince  every  nnprejudi* 
eed  mind  that  the  utmost  respect  had  been  paid  to  tho 
king  and  hi«  legal  government,  and  that  the  Convention 
had  mneh  pleasure  in  expressing  their  obligations  to  the 
governor  for  his  late  services.  ••  The  truth  is,"  said  they> 
warmed  by  their  subject  into  a  more  dignified  and  eleva- 
ted expression  of  their  feelings,  and  seeitiing  .as  it  were^ 
personally  to  address  the  govemop,  <<  that  his  mfyesty'» 
*'  subjects  in  this  colony  have  the  utmost  attachment  to 
*'  their  sovereign  ;  they  admire,  they  love  the  constitution 
**  and  will  risk  every  thing  most  dear  and  valuab^  in  sup- 
^'  port  of  it.  These  are  principles  imbibed  in  their  infancy, 
'^  and  their  constant  care  is  to  inculcate  them  upon  the 
'^  minds  of  their  children  ;  they  meditate  or  design  nothing 
^  iu  tlie  least  offensive.*  Butifit  is  expected  that  they  shouid 
**sU  down  supinely,  and  submit  to  yokes  which  neitlur  they 
"  nor  their  forefathers  were  able  to  bear,  they  must  ac- 
**  knowledge  that  they  have  the  sensibilUy  and  feelings  of 
** freemen,  actuating  tliem  to  a  proper  and  jnstijlable   dc- 


•   An  5mplicd,ifnotan  obvious  assertion,  that  they  wo^ld  de^ 
fmd  tbemselv^.    " 
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^' fence  of  those  r'^hf  8  which  are  guar  anleedhyiheUw^i 
'*•  jrrlncipleif  of  I  he  ctmsiiluUim.^' 

They  nexl  advii'led  to  tin-  investigation  whieh  tlM^y  hail 
caused  to  b(^  nisuie  inio  the  Jale  eoraiiiotions  ;-^Aml  thej 
#iei'Iai'iM],  fi'om  fheexamimitinn  ol'inanv  retpeetable  geii« 
tU'uien  HH  vivU  as  inereli  ant  sand  natives  i»f  Great  Britain^ 
h&  oVuUiei'S  residing;  in  diftVrent  parts  ot  the  eolony,  that 
lh»»  ounii'.v  was  in  a  |ierfVet  state  of  franquility  until  the 
account  wa$  received  uf  the  governors*baviti,a;  removed  the 
guii[fUMV(ie&'  Troiii  thc^  puhtie  inagazini^.  to  one  of  the  kio^i 
bhi\i%  of  \YHi%  vini\  oniiHirrit'aiin^  and  uojuslii!»hle  threats. 

The  inhaliitawts  of  this  <»ournry  tliev  eontiMUf^ri,  coald 
not  he  sirangers*  to  the  inan;^  aU<'nipts  in  ilv^  None  hern  eo- 
loniea  ,todisarmlh*' peojde.  anil  I  hei'ehv  deprive  them  of 
the  orti>  means  of  del«rndin.8:  Iheir  lives  and  property  — 
That  the  like  m&asiireH  had  been  generally  reooin mended 
by  theniinisiry^and  ihai  the  export  of  |iowder  from  CIreat 
Bviiain  had  hcen  prohilMied.  thev  well  knew  from  good 
authority.  A  r^^mov^l,  then,  of  the  small  stook  whieh  re- 
mained in  the  ptihlic  magazine,  for  the  defence  of  tha 
eountry*  and  th^  strinpin*?  ihefl^unA  of  their  toeks*  must 
itave  been  very  ahiruting  to  any  people,  who  had  the  smat- 
le^i  i'e:xa**^  ^'^"*  clieir  securiry.  Hie  manner  and  time  oT 
doin.{;if,  made  no  small  addition  to  the  general  appl^hen- 
fion  of  the  governor's  designs.  The  very  reason  whioh  he 
Lad  assigned  for  taking  this  step,  they  »hould  have  sappo* 
sed.  Hi  any  other  tiniOt  the  most  Hkely  to  have  direeted  a 
very  different  eenduet.  X^^ey  should  have  thought  that  a 
weJI  grounded  apprehension  of  an  insurreetion  of  the  slaves 
ought  to  haveealled  forth  the  utmost  exertions  to  supiiress 
it. 

The  world,  they  observed*  would  prohabty  judge  his 
method  of  doing  this,  the  least  likely  toeffeet  the  desired 
■end. 

H^heysaldtltatnponmakingenmiiry  tbeyeould  not  find  that 
the  ponder  in  the  magazine  had  been  brouglit  from  on  board 
the  Bip]^on  or  any  other  man  of  war ;  and  they  supposed 
that  he  had  been  misHifornied  sinee  the  removal  of  the 
powder,  as  tlmt  eirenmstanee  had  not  been  relied  on  in  his 
answer  to  the  address  of  the  eor{>oration  of  Williamsburg : 
however  this  migiit  be,  they  did  not  conceive  the  case  to 
be  materially  »!tert»d. 

They  reminded  him  that  by  ananeient^law  of  the  coun- 
try, enacted  so  long  ago  as  in  the  thirty  second  yehr  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  an  impost  of  one  half  pound  of  new 
gunpowder,  and  three  pounds  of  leaden  shot,  or  one  shil- 
ling and  three  pence  sterling,  was  imposed  on  all  ships  or 
vessels  coming  into  the  colony.  In  the  ninth  year  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne,  the  impost  of  one  shilling  and  three 
pence,  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  had  been  continued,  for 
lM)bt  ducics.    It  was  evident  that  this  impost  had  been  in- 
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(«fMed  id  proTide  a  proper  stock  of  ammctiitiofi  for  the   C3HAP. 
defeiioe  of  the  country,  II. 

Thej  said  that  they  bad  examined  the  pttidnoe  of  this 
fond,  for  the  last  thirteen  jears^  and  found  that  it  had 
yielded  in  that  time  twenty  eif^ht  thoui^and,  iiTe  hundred 
and  three  pounds,  three  shillings  and  nine  pence  sterlin)^, 
which  on  an  average  amounted  to  two  ihfmsand,  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  two  ixiunds  eleven  shi I linjjs  st*  r 'tij,  iipr 
annum  ;  and  it  was  o!»Sf»rvahIp  (fiat  for  ihv  fonr  l^^t  yi»ar» 
h  had  yielded  considerably  niori'  than  three  tliousaml 
pounds  iti  each  year.  They  fhereron'  said  that  it  w^is  in- 
eambeot  on  the  executive  pari  4>f  government  to  havo 
provided^  from  such  ample  fund,  evpry  specj^'s  of  iniiir.ary 
stores*  necessary  for  the  dcf«*ne*»  of  ilit»  country.  Rni  if 
this  fund  had  been  appropriated  to  otlicp  pui^joses,  aiul 
€V6n  if  the  powder  and  arms,  in  the  magazine,  hwd  heen 
procured  from  some  other  source  they  yet  thought  that 
they  should  have  been  suffrred  to  remain  there,  unlil  tho 
esiffcncies  of  thccountrj  called  for  them. 

They  then  adverted  to  the  commoliois  which  Jiad  taken 
place  in  Williamshnrg,  andinthceounJi^  j^eneiMlly.  upon 
the  removal  or  the  powder  from  the  magazine,  and  tha 
taking  off  the  locks  from  the  muskets  ;  the  irritation  of 
the  public  mind,  they  observed,  had  been  greaJly  fncreas^ 
ed,  by  an  account^  from  the  north  ward,  of  the  engagement 
at  Coneord,  which  had  originatedin  an  armed  force  having 
been  seat  to  seize  a  provincial  magazine  ;  ttiis  they  suiil 
heM  out  to  the  people  an  addition  1  proof  tliat  the  ste^i^ 
which  he  (  Dunroore  )  barf  taken*  made  a  parlor  the  gene- 
ral srpstcm  to  render  the  colonics  defenceless  and  to  enslave 
Hiem^ 

They  expressed  regret  at  the  course  which  the  governor 
la  his  message  seemed  determined  to  pursue,  as  it  was 
laost  likely  that  it  would  revive  the  uneasinesses  of  tha 
people,  and  prevent  the  restoration  of  harmony. 

The  governor,  in  one  of  his  messages,  had  s^iid,  that  if 
he  bad  eommunieated  to  the  house  of  Burgesses,  tho 
grounds  6f  that  alarm  which  induced  hiii»  to  fly  from  tho 
aietroiiolis,  he  had  no  right  to  ealcuhite  upon  its  produ- 
ei^  any  good  effect :  —In  answer  to  this  they  said  that 
be  ought  not  to  judgeof  their  diposition  as  to  public  alTiirs^ 
from  their  decliniug  the  civility  which  he  said  he  had  beoQ 
forwanl  to  offer  them.  They  did  not  conceive*  indedd,  ho^iy 
tfce  governor  could  think  of  admitting  to  his  table,  a 
§et  of  men,  whom,  together  wilh  the  whole  body  of  their 
eonstitu^ntsw  he  had  endeavoured  to  paint  in  such  dt'spica^ 
bie  and  odious  colours. 

liyith  respect  to  any  commotions  among  the  peoplcor 
the  riBing  of  the  magazine,  they  solemnly  fic'niof!havi;r<;4:iv-* 
ea  any  eoontenauce  to  the  one.  or  had  any  pnHiciiuirMin 
hithe  ether.    Again  they  entered  upon  a  detail  of  what 
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CHAP,  really  did  occur  upon  tbcae  occasioas,  by  Wfcictit  ai^pear- 
11.  ed,  that  as  private  gentlemen  they  had  discountenanced 
iss=,  them  ;  and,  had  ihey  interfered  jq  any  other  way,  they  a- 
greed  that  the  governor  vi^oald  then  have  had  good  reason 
to  charge  them  with  encroaching  upon  his  authority,  amt 
the  authority  of  the  executive  government ;  which  he  had 
done  upon  no  better  grounds  than  their  requesting  some 
gentlemen  of  the  town  to  guard  the  magazine;  and  in  this, 
indeed  upon  enquiry,  there  had  been  found  little  worth 
guarding,  as  most  of  the  powder  had  been  removed  or  bu- 
ried, and  all  the  valuable  muskets  despoiled  of  their 
looks. 

With  respect  to  an  assemblage  of  armed  men  in  Wil- 
liamsburg, for  the  avowed  puriiose  of  attacking  a  party  of 
the  king's  forces,  and  this*-  with  the  approbation  of  eveiy 
body,''  they  said,  that  they  had  assembled  to  defend  the  ci- 
ty,'and  its  inhabitants,  against  an  attack  which  it  had  been 
reported  was  to  have  been  made  upon  it ;  but  that  tliey 
had  peaceably  retired  to  their  several  homes,  upon  the  re^ 
ceipt  of  correct  information,  that  no  such  attack  was  medi- 
tated. The  city,  they  said,  h|^d  again  become  compost 
until  the  retirement  ofthc  governor,  in  the  dead  of  night, 
as  if  he  supposed  any  person  would  have  attempted  to  ob- 
struct his  passage,  or  interfere  with  his  inclinations. 

The  occasion  and  design  of  forming  independent  compa- 
liies  at  first,  and  the  rise  of  volunteer  companies  after- 
wards, they  said  had  already  been  explained  ;  and  if  their 
abolition  was  expected,  that  ex|)ectation  could  not  bo  ful* 
filled  ;  as  self-preservation,  the  first  law  of  nature,  warned 
them  not  to  throw  the  country  again  into  a  defenceless  si-^ 
tuation. 

They  said  that  those  who  had  taken  any  of  the  king's 
arms,  were  still  open  to  the  law ;  but  that  they  themselves 
could  not  interfere  but  by  a  new  act,  which  would  be  ejs 
postfaclOf  in  the  mpst  odious  sense  of  the  words.  Hiis 
tbcy  oonceived  would  be  the  greatest  infringement  of  one 
of  Uie  fundamental  principles  of  their  constitution.  SucU 
a  practice  they  said  might  have  obtained  under  another 
meridian  ;  but  it  was  not  of  American  growth. 

They  repelled  the  charge  of  disloyalty,  and  said  tliat 
they  had  the  sincerdst  and  most  acUve  desire  to  seize  eve- 
ry opportunity  of  establishing  the  freedom  of  their  country 
upon  a  fixed  and  **  known  foundation,"  and  of  uniting 
themselves  with  their  fellow  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in 
onecommon  bond  of  interest  and  afiectipn  But  we  have  na 
**  doubts*'  say  they,  ♦*  pf  what  such  freedom  eonsii^ts  in  ;  U 
is  written,  as  with  a  sun-beam,  on  our  hearts."  They- 
said  they  were  equally  sensible  of  those  essentials  whi<*h . 
alone  could  admit  them  to  a  participation  of  ajn^t  piopor*j 
tion  of  the  common  interest ;  but  for  the  variety  of  cogcn^ 
reasons,  assigned  in^their  address  in  answer  to  his  speecim 


tlftCflNIJi  «» 

th^j  «ouM  not  iriew  the  proposal  of  the  fibuae  rf  €oa*    CHAP, 
mons)  in  the  same  light  that  he  did.  II. 

Thiey  iiiform^tl  the  governor  that  .the  important  busi-  ^ 

Aess  of  the   assemhly  had  been  not  a  little   internipteu  «anBa» 
by  Jhis    removal  froq[|  the  proper  seat  of  gOYemment  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  rejected  his  offer,  that  they  should 
adjourn  to  York-Town,  ai^d  meet  him  there,  for  the  dis-  , 

p^tcb  of  business.  They .  reiterated  their  request  that 
Qje  ijovcmor  would  j^um  to  the  palaee  ;  but  said  if  ho 
^  persisted  in  his  resolution  to  remain  absent  frgm 
Oie.  scat  of  government,  they  should  resi  satisfied;  con- 
seious  that  whiffe  they  had  been. solicitous,  to  do  justice  to  "  •  ' 
their  constituents  and  tl»mselves,  they  had  not  been  want- 
ing in  the  respect  which  was  due  ^o  the  representative  of 
their  BoVereigQ. 

This  address  concluded  by  advising  the  governor  not  ComTnnt?:- 
(o  bfe  iuflucttced  by  designing  men,  but  to  consult  with  cntion  fr-ir 
Ms  proper  constitutional  council  upon  all  important  sub-  th«Govev- 

jects.  .  i^or  ii>  an- 

0»  the  20th  the  House  of  Burgesses  received  a  message  *'J^^  ^^  ^^'^, 
tfrom  ihe    council    accoiiinamed  by  a  paper    containing  ^j^^  "^^^^^^^ 
the  govelmor^s  coramunictttion  relativo  to  the  arms.    He  of  Burges- 
said  that  experience  had  shewn  the  iiisecnrity  of  the  pub-  scs  of  tl*o 
lie  magazine,  and  t  ♦,  t  as  the  palace  had  hitherto  been  i-e-  ^"^^^ 
speeted,  he  thought  it  improper  to  give  any  other  orders, 
than  that  the  arms  belonging  to  the  king,  ^ which  had  for 
So  raaiw  years,  been  lodged   in  the  palace,  might  still  re- 
main there,  and  that  they  should  on  no  account  be  touch- 
ed* without  Ills  express  permission. 

The  Ho]ise  also  received  a  report  that  to  the^  joint  ail- 
dress  of  the  council  and  House  of  Burgesses  of  the  17th, 
the  goviirnor  had  sent  an  answer  to  tlie  couueil ;  and  llmt 
to  their  separate  addressee  of  the  same  date  he  had  trahs^ 
mltted  two  written  communications. 

The  papers  now   delivered  to  the    House,  stated,  with 

^old  and  reluctant  formality,  that  the  acknowledgement, 

,    on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  of  the  high  sense 

which  they  entertained,  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 

fovernor  during  the  late  Indian  expedition,  would,  it  was  , 

oped,  tRougfr  laif,  still  do  credit  to  the  justice  of  tho 
House,* 

He  said  that  th^  care  and  disposal  of  the  public  stores 
of  aftiinunition  belonged  exclusively  to  the  Wngs*  repre- 
sentative :  that  experience  had  shewn  Williamsbuig.to  be 


•  In  a  printed  fragment  which  contain*  some  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  Uuumove  and  the  Asifteinbly,  Ifnwithis  note.onthki 
address:  "  The  confusion  the  business  had  been  thrown  inu.  by 
hk  Lordship's  removal  on  board  rlie  man  of  war  retarded  thii  ad* 
4Te»,  a*  well  as  othct  matters  of  great  important;e^ 
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CHAP*   an  improper  place  foFtLc  residence  of  the  poTemor  :  aiid» 

^  II.        that  therefore,  as  he  eould  not  attend  to  its  pi-eeer^ation^ 

,  ■'  thtre^  he  must  refus^  to  return  the  poTvder  to  Ihe  magaw 

""      V    '  zine  :  He  again  asserted  too  that  the  poi^der  belonged  to 

one  of  the  king*s  ships.. 

He  said  that  the  money  ai^sing  from  the  duty  on  tonnage 
had  been  appropriated  as,  aceordiDg  to  his  cons<ruetion> 
the  law  imposing  that  duty  authorised  ;  and  the  charge  ot 
I  inattention  to  tlie  safety  of  the  country,  ^n  the  cases  citliep 
of  invasion  or  insurrection,  he  endeavored  to  repel,  with 
dome  appareut  sensibilitj^ 

To  the  request  of  the  House  of  BurgesEcs  that  he  would 
Order  a  certain  quantity  of  arms,  powder  tind  other  militait 
ry  stores  to  be  provided,  he  answered  that  when  they  had 
complied  with  his  requisitions,  restored  him  to  the  execu^  , 
tive  power  of  government,  and  satisfied  him  that  tiie  acmd^    \ 
pewoer    and  militaiy    stores,    w  ouhl    be    employed    no 
otherwise  than  he  should  direct,  he  should  then  be  h^ppy, 
with  the  means  they  might  furnish  Iiim,*to  provide  every 
thing.      ^ 
Joint  ad'       On  the  21st.  the  Housjb  of  Burgesses  took  into  consjdera«r 
ilressufihc  tion    the    preceding    communications  from  the  governor  * 
House  of     a,j[^  after  a  conference  with  the  council,  agreed  to  a  joint 
Jsurgesses.    address,  which  was  draffed  a;id  presented  by  a  deputation 
from  the  council,  and  the  House  of  Burgesses. 

They  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  his  answer  to  theip 
former  joint  address.  Tliey  said  that  although  the  arms 
might  be  said  to  belong  to  the  king,  as  ihe  supreme  head 
of  the  government,  yet  they  were  originally  provided,  anil 
had  been  prcser\  ed  for  the  use  of  the  country  in  case  of 
emergency^ 

They  disclaimed  all  intention  to  interfere  with  the  exc« 
Cutive  authority  of  which  they  hoped  their  former  ad- 
dresses had^  ain)i*ded  the  strongest    testimony  ;  but   ih^ 
exi>oscd  situation  off  the  arms  in  the  palace,  subject  to  ba 
abused  to  the  most  destructive  purposes,  was  to  th^pi  a 
subject  of  extreme  alarnu   -Decency,  they  said,  had  pre- 
>     vented  them  ft^m  placing  a  guard  over  the  psUace,  as 
'    they  had  done  over  the  magazine,  and  they  once  more 
•     eai'nestly  entia^<*-d  the  governor  to  Oi^der  the  arms  to  be 
removed  to  a  place  of  security. 

Tliey  represented  how  much  the  business  of  the  Assena^ 

>  tilj/had  been  retanlcd  by  the  absence  of  tlie  governor,  and 

iitated  that  there  were  several  bills  of  the  last  importance 

to  the  country  then  ready  to  l»e  presented  for  his  assent.  . 

They  said  that  they  had  hitherto  submitted  to  the  great 

inconvenience  of  sending  their  membek^,  twelve  miles,  to 

V      -    wait  on  the  governor,  on  board  one  of  the  king^s  i^hips  to 

pi'csent  their  several  addresses  i  but  in  presenting  thcbillk 

wltich  they  had  passed  at  the  capitol,  for  his  assent  or  rc^ 

j^etion,  th^  tfcv(5r  t^otiTd  con^c^nt  to  meet  liim  atty  i9^b^^ 


^ebe  than  at  the  eapitol  ,•  they  thei-efore.  besoechcd  him  to    CHAP. 
retiirB  ;  and  as  the  season  required  their  presence  at  tlieip        II. 
respective  homes,  they  hoped  he  vrould  give  them  a  spee- 
dy and  idtimate  reply. 

On  tlie  22nd  the  governor  returned  a  short  and  strunty 
pnswer  to  (he  prccetling  address.  lie  said  that  he  had 
a]]*e£idy  declared  liis  intentions  Tiith  respect  to  the  arms  sw^^ 
in  i  he  palace  ;  that  the  Assembly  were  interfering  ili  an 
aflTair  which  did  not  concern  them  ;  and  that  he  should 
like  to  know  to  whom  they  alluded^  when  they  made  us^ 
of  the  terms  *<  rude  invaders,*'  in  describiiig  the  exposed 
£]tnation  of  the  public  arms.  *      ^       .      ^ 

'  lie  said  that  the  disorders  among  the  people,  had  driven  "     • 
him  to  the  necessity  of  changing  his  place' of  residence,  ami 
if  the  Assembly  had  experienced  any  inconvenience  from 
it,  he  was  not  ehargeahle^  with  iu    He  said  that  they-  had  / 

bad  cvrey  necessary  and  free  access  to  him  }  and  cpnteodr 
cd  that  it  was  his  undoubted  right  to  call  the  Assembly  t^ 
anyplace  in  the  colony,  which  •the  exigency  of  the  occasi- 
on ifiight  require.  '  • 

Ife  said  that  he  had  not  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  and  therefore  he  knew 
of  no  bills  of  importance^  which,  (even  •if  he  were  indljncd 
to  risk  his  parson  amo^g  the; people  again,)  the^Assembly 
had  t<||present  to  him,  nor  whether  they  were  such  as  he 
<ottld  assent  to.      ^ 

On  the  23rd  the  Attorney  General  reported  to  the  House  A  mcssajje 
that  he  had  shewn  the  engrossed  bills  and  resolves  to  the  f**^*"  ^'•^- 
governor,  who  had  returned  by  him  a  written  message^ '     ^'^v^nor. 

The  governor  refused  his  assent  to  the  bill  for  appoint- 
ing c^ommissiohers  to  settle  the  accounts  of  ih€  uiilitia^ 
lately  drawD  out  into  actual  ser\icc,  and  for  making  pro=^ 
>Tsion  to  pay  them,  because  it  imposed  a  duty  upon  slaves 
imported  ;  an  dttempt  at  which  he  said  had  bc'^n  made  be- 
fore by  the  Virginia  AsserabiV,  and  rejected  by  the  king  *  '  / 
Jq  the  tentJi  year  of  his  reign.  lie  had  other  objections  to 
the  bin,  which,  when  those  objections  were  removed,  he 
^oold  be  happy  to  concur  in,  as  tending  to  reward  the 
brave  people  who  were  the  ^larticular  objects  of  it.  If 
those  objections  Were  not  removed,  all  he  could  do  woulcl 
be  to  tr$insmitthe  bill  to  the  king,  and  desire  leave  to 
assent  to  it  i  though  as  it  respected  the  duty  imposed  tipopi 
imported  slaves,  he  frankly  confessed  he  did  not  expect  to 
obtahiit. 

9e  said  he  saw  no  objection  to  any  other  of  their  biHs,     , 
Mi  therefore  was  ready  to  give  liis  assent  to  thein,  wheiv, 
ever  the  House  might  desire  it. 

He/  requested  that  if  they  ha*l  any  other  bills  ready,  ihef 
Boight  be  sent  to-  him  in  the  same  manner,  as  he  w  ished  to 
MM  them  aUosetber  ;  mA  he  alsa  asked  for  a  copy  of  th^ 


^^     '  fflBTORT  OF  *      , 

CHAPa       The  ttona©  addressed  the  governor  in  rejJy  to  tW  tnfi^ 
If.       sage.    They  said  they  ecfuld  not  express  their  concern  at 
Im  iiuding  any  difficulty  in  assenting  to  this  bill,  livliiclk, 

jsa^^amam  had  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  other  two  branciies  of 

the  legislature.    They  said  that  the  services  of  tliose  brave 

Reply   t  peo|ile  had    been  sensibly  felt  and  warmly  recommended 

the  lioasi   to  their  particular  attention^  by  the  governor  himself^  ^d 

l^fjB^ves.  that  they  had  seized  this,  the  first  opportunity  which  had 
offered^  of  making  them  all  the  *  compensation  in  their 
power,  for  their  honorble  toils  and  dangers  in  war ; 
that  npon  considering  the  su(rject  they  found  that  this 
.oould  only  be  effected  by  a  speedy  eiiiission  of  paper  mo- 
aey — ^the  scarcity  of  cash  in  the  country  being  so  great. 

They  said  that  tliey  could  not  perceive  any  thing  in  the 
bill  V  hich  eoptravened  any  law  or  royal  instruction  ;  an4 
his  other  objections  to  the  bill  they  seemed  to  remove  with, 
eqnat  facility. 

In  order  to  support  this  credit  of  their  paper  currency^ 
it  was  ue^'cssary  to  establish  a  fund  adequate  to  its  redemp^ 
tion  ;  among' othei's  they  had  sun>osed  a  duty  of  teii  per 
cent  on  imported  slaves  would  be  the  least  .burdensoute  to 
the  people  ;  they  had  never  known  that  such  a  duty  had 
been  objected  to  h%  tlie  king,  but  bad  alw^  understood 
'.  ihat  a  duty  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent  would  be  agreeable 
to  him.  The  five  pounds  per  poll,  Dn  slaves  impoi*^  from 
'  the  West  Indies^  was  intended  to  prevent  thfi  many^Vauds 
ffhieh  had  beenf.  practised  to  avoid  the  payment  of  any  duty 
on  such  slaves,  and  amounted  to  no  more' than  ten  per  cent 
vaiueing  them  at  tlie  moderate  average  of  fifty  pounds 
ciiri*ent  money  of  Virginia. 

They  said  they  were  pleased  to  find  that  he  approved  of 
-the  other  bills  and  resolves  ;  and  still  hoped  that  upon  re- 
considering the  subject,  he  would  alter  hk  opinion  respect- 
ingthe  militia  bill  which  they  had  much  at  heart.    " 

/They  had  before,  in  conjunction  with  the  council,  inti- 
mated to  the  governor  the  necessity  of  a  recess  at  this' 
season  of  thfe  year,  when  their  hanests.  demanded  their 
attention  at  hdme  ;  they  now  entreated  liim  to  meet  them 
at  the  eapitol,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  assent  to  such 
bills  and  resolves  as  he  unproved  of.  They  hoped  he  difl  not 
fttill  entertain  any  groundless  fears  that  his  person  could 
he  in  danger  ;  but  if  he  was  still  under  that  strange  influ- 
ence, they  would  pledge  their  honours  and  every  thinp; 
held  sacred  among  men  for  his  complete  security.  If  how «. 
ever  he  stUl  deeliueil  complying  with  their  wishes,  they 
•  requested  that  he  w  ould  gnuit  his  commission  to  the  PiTsi- 
dent  of  the  council  to  give  his  assent  to  such  bills  and  re* 
solves  as  were*present^  to  him  and  approved  of  liy  the  go- 
vernor. 

As  it  had  been  customary  for  the  ^vemors  to  signify 
ihisir  pleasure  as  to  adiournments.  thev  reeuested  that  hA. 


le^ttUy  at  ike  samf  liniie^  express  \m  ^pco1>atk>n  tbal  they    GHAP% 
jsbocdd  adjoimt  to  spuiQ  day  in  October  when  they  con  lil        ll- 
^  better  spared  from  bome^  anid  tbe  sickly  reason  won:'J 
probaUy  be  over.    Tbey  4id  i^t»  tliey  said»  desire  to  take  n !^..ji"'  *\' 
things  Qutofti^eir  old  chaunel.  .  .  , 

They  concluded. by  observing  that  they  did  not  wish  to 
conceal  any  tbin^  coatained  in  their  joui^als  from  him,    • 
^Ithou^  bi»  request  was  an  uaiisual  one,  but  that  a  com- 
plete transcript  of  f  Ucin  at  that  time  was  impracticable  ; 
lio^ViCver,  they  ordered  all  such  of  their  pracecdingg  as  had 
beei^printed  to  be  immfcdialely  forwarcled  to  hjm. 
-  On. the  24th.the  governor  returned  a  written  answer  to     ThcGo^* 
the  above  address  of  the  House  of  Bui^esses*  vcinorV 

He  said  that  as  they  iuoumbcred  the  bill,  for  the  j?ay*  *"f '^^^^ 
joaent  of  ih;^roops*  employed  in  the  late  Indian  expe^ti- 
on,  with  an  un{kMQlion,  to  which,  they  knew,  he  could  not 
assent,  ^nd  dmitted  a  form  with  which,  they  had  l)een  told 
he  eoiiM  not  dispense,  no  bl^me  should  attach  to  him,  bc-t 
,  eausc  it  di8  not  now  pass  into  a  law.  He  contentx^d  him«>- 
self  wit (  referring  to  the  reasons,  which  he  had  yestcrdajT 
assvned  them^  upon  these  points. 

Uc'said  that  the  well  grouuded  causes  which  li^d  indu» 
eedJiim  so  believe  his  person  not  safe  in  Williamsburg^ 
had  daily  increased  and.  .that  therefore  he  could  not  meet  ^ 

them  at  the  caiutol,  but  that  on  Monday  he  should  be  rea^ 
dy  to  receive  them,  at  12-  o'clock,  at  his  then  residence<«. 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  assent  to  such  a-jts  as  he- 
should  approve  ot  "    ^ 

Althc^gh  the  convenience  of  the  House,  he  said,  would  <' 

always  be  a  strong  motive  to  determine  him,  as  to  the  time 
ol  thSeir  meeting  or  adjournment,  yet  he  thought  it  ncces*  , 

sary,  from  an  expression  in  their  address,  that  they  OM  not 
wish  to  take  things  out  of  their  old  channel,  as  if  they^ 
possessed  the  power  to  do  so,  to  assert  the  right  of  tlic 
crown,  to  adjourn,  prorougue,  dissolve,  or  assemble  them 
as  the  governor  of  the  colony  Aought  fit ;  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, mean  to  oppose  their  present  request  of  b^lng  ad-^  ^ 
joumed. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  message  the  House  immediate- 
ly resolved  themselves  into  a  committee  of  tlie  whole,  fc^r 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  Uic 
colony,  and  the  govemor's  answer  tp.  their  address  of  the 
23d. 

The  comtikittee  reported  that  they  had  taken  into  their    Report  &'-  • 
ijfost  serious  eonsaderation,  the  unhappy  state  of  the  colony  the    com- 
andconsideringthemany  obstructions  givfen  to  the  due  and  "*»^^5^!;P"; 
regular  pv^oseeution  of  the  iimportant  business  depending  ^^^^r*'^ 
before  the  (xeneral  Assembly,  by  tliegovenior,  in  first  re-   answer* 
i^ovingi&^iu  the  palace  on  board  one  of  the  king's  ships, 
iThereby  afi^e  access  to  hhn,  and  that  necessary  intei-courso 
1  iM&twi»MWimjuidfheQth^twQh]:aiudie^a£thid.leg|da^  M 
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C'H  VP*   1iad,fceeii  in  a  gv<?at  rnfj.isu^'o  cur  olT  :  eonsiderhig  Aat  ha 
11.       Iitid' withs^too.l  lae  pepeited  mtreaties  of  '^le  Council  and 
^^^^^^  house  pf  Burgesses,   to  return  to  the  scat  of  hw  '^vartf- 
^=™'=*  iient,  andhavliig  on  that  d»yre<3feived  ^ohan  aas^ver  froni 
him,  as,  when  compared  with  his  differeoi.  messi^^,  and 
other  pai*ts  of  Ins  conduct,  convinced  th«m  of  his  Aetcrmi* 
natiovi,  not  to  do  any  thin^  thai  should  be  ^jvanta .  cous  to 
the  soloay,  and  particularly  to  the  inhabitants  on  'ucfron^ 
tiers,  by  requiring  the  House  to  attend  him  on  bo;»rd  the 
Fo\yey  man  of  svuvi  in  order  to  present  sHch  bills  as  are  aow 
ready  for  hi^  'Usseit ;  thought  it  a  duty  highly  incumbent  on 
tliem,  f^r  thv^mselves  and  the  whole  li^dy  of  their  •Constitu- 
ents, to  make  several  resolves,  in  maintenanijaof  their  just 
rigiils  and  privileges,  and  in  hopea  of  renlaving  those  preju^ 
dices,  which  hid  already  been,  and  might  agj|tinJ[)e  attempt- 
ed, to  be  excite  in  the  breasts  of  their  soveMiga,  and  oC^ 
their  fe11o\v  subjects  in  Great  Britain  : — ^They  ti^«»  ^reioa* 
ted  their  resolutions,  which  w#r<<  agreed  tq,  wiuiout  a  dis>^ 
•  seating  voice,  and  were  as  follows.  ,      ' 

Rf'soluti-  •  **  Heaolvedf  neminecontradiemUf  That  his  IiOr*d;$hi|i!s 
gns  there-  n^css<^^^9  re^]uiring  this  House  to  attend  him  On  board  on&. 
ttpai.  of  his  Majesty-s  Ships  of  War,  is  a  high  breach  of  the  Uighljky 

und  Pi*ivile4ges  of  this  Mouse. 

•*  Resolvedf  tUihine  contradicente^  That  the  unrcasona*', 
blc  delays  thrown  into  the  proceedings  of  this  Uousc  by 
the  ^goyernor,  and  his  evasive  answers  to  the  siucoi-e  and 
tlecC!it  a(ldi*esses  of  i  he  i'epi*escntativcs  of  the  people,  give  ua 
grc.i<  I'eason  to  fear  that  a  dangeroas  attack 'may  bemfe^ 
ditaled  aijainst  tlie  unhappy  |>eople  of  thi^  colot^p;  jt  is. 
•thei*efore  our  opinion  that  tliey  pt'ep^Hs  for  the  prescrva^ 
tion  (^f  their  property,  and  their  inestimable  rights  and  1L» 
-     ,  bertics,  with  tfie  greatest  care  and  attention. 

"  Rtsolvedf  nemine  contradicentCf  That  we  do  and  will 
bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  our  most  gracious  sovcs- 
I'eign  George  the  Tiiird,  our  only  lawful  and  rightful  king 
%  — t»iat  we  will  at  all  times,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  and 
at  the  risque  of  our  lives  and  properties,  maintain  and  de- 
fend his  government,  in  this  colony,  as  founded  on  the  es- 
tablished laws  and  principles  of  the  constitution. 

'"  ^solved,  neinine  contvadiccnte.    That  it  is  our  most 
earnest  desiitJ  to  presei'vc  and  strengthen  those  bands  of 
amity  with  all  our  fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain,  which 
are  so  very  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness   of 
both  countries* 
**  Resolved^  nem'ne  coidradieentef    That  it  is  with  the 
'     deepest  concern  we  find  ourselves  deprived  of  an  opportuni- 
ty of  making  imme<liate  provision  for  those  gallant  oiBeec? 
and  soldiers,  who  so  nobly  defended  this  country  against 
the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  unless  we   would  saerifloe 
their  own, -and  the  inestimable  Rights  and  Privileges  of  all 
_!  A  other  inhabitants  of  this  Aolonv :  that  as  wc  have  alreadv 
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^hdeatored  to  faakc  themost  iSi^e  provfsimn  fbr  fbfe  ne-   CHAP, 
eefi^f  puvfyose^so  wiB  ^we  gladly  seize  ovei'>  oppcrtiinitv         1|. 
Hffimied  us  for  doing  the  uimtist  justice  to  those  brave  meft 
and  all  other  puMie  creditors.'* 

Thp  House'  theti  adopted  a  resolution  appointing  con^- 
missioners  to  i-atify   the  treaty  eohclvded  iVith  the  Ohio 
Indians,  and  approplHiated  t^o  thousand  pounds  to  defray' 
the  expenees  of  the  mission.    Tiiis  resolu^pn  was,  at  the 
same  time,  egreed  to,  by  the  council. 

Tliey  Kkei%ide  adopted  another  resolution,  ap]^ointin|; 
other  eommissiofl^rs,  to  adjust  the  claims  of  the  miljtia# 
latelv  drawn  jant  into  actual  service  ;  and  then  the  ifouse 
adjourned  to  the  12th  <^f  October :  on  that  day,  37  mem* 
bcNTB  only  appearing,  which  was  not  a  sufficient  number 
to  proceed  to  business,  they  adjourned  to  tlie  fir^t  Thurs-  of^^  *^^ 
day  in  the  succeeding  March /76.  On  the '7th  March  csac^oum 
aoly  32  members. appeared  5  who  adjourned  to  the  jfii-at 
Monday  in  May.  On  Monday,  the  6th  of  May,  several 
,  members  niet^  "  but  did  neither  proceed  to  business  nor 
acQjDum,  as  a  House  of  Burgesses."* 

'flhiis  terminated  the  last  and  nijwt  itnportant  session 
oftbe  Virginia  Assembly  which  was  held  under  the  regsd 
government.  .         ' 

The  constant  gratitude  of  the  American  people,  will 
through  every  succeeding  ^neration,  be  always  due  to 
this 'assembly  of  enlightened  patriots.  Virginia  bad  been 
eve<*  foremost  in  asserting  the  rights  of  the  ^colonies^ 
and  resisting  the  oppressions  of  the  mother  country;  oq 
this,  account,  therefore,  more  than  from  the  strength  of 
her  population,  or  the  extent  of  her  tenitoiy,  she  I'anked 
as  the  firdt  member  among  the  Unitetl  Colonies  ;  and  had 
her  Assembly,  upon  this  occasion,  have  accepted  of  any 
partial  terms  of  accommodation,  favorable  to  themselves 
idone,  and  in  exclusion  of  the  rights  of  the  other  colonies^ 
or  had  they  been  less  firm  in  repelling  the  aggressbos  of 
the  governor,  or  less  able  in  defending  their  own  Hber<ies> 
the  cause  of  American  Independence  might  probably  liave 
terminated  vei-y  differently  from  what  it  actually  did. 

m  ■  II  '      -        ■       .     I  ..        .■      ■■■       .  »  I*      ■   I      II  ■ i^^- 

*  Extract  from  Uie  Journals.. 
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!Pr&eit6ti8  tQ  ili^r  i^dralion^  tHem^he^s  agree  (o  vMil  tn 
CojiTeniion.'r^Many  volunteer  coT^paiiies  ni^rtoe  alJFil* 
liamwburg — Said  lo  hd'oe  becii  well  Hiseiplined^-^Conven^ 
tian  meet  at  Aichmond— *'ifticir  proceedinf;s — Custom'* 
JfifUHe  at  HqinptoUf  Jlobh^ — Heprisals  made  on  the  public 
'VMncg  at  Hf^iUiainsburg — Proceedings  a/the  Contention^ ; 
continued — The  Baptists  address  the  ConpentHoH^Fur^ 
ther  proceedings  of  the  Convention — dtfack  on  Janie^ 
Z^ownr-J^cw  repube  at  that  place — Jiff  air  in  PrinCf^ 
'iinne^  *    ^ 

mjiVTBu  lit. 


After  the  Asseintdy  hoi  nAjtmtne^  tbe  dekg^es  pteft^ . 
-OQs  to  rheir  sepsiration,  agreed  to  meet  ia  convention^  %n  . 
tl^e  17th  of  July»  at  Richmond. 
l^rcviouftto      Whether  the  preceding  cdrrcspoudence  be   considered 
their  scpft    >9  a  lucid  exposition  of  the  causes  whioh  led  to  the  deter-* 
ration,  tht   miffed  opposition  of  Yii^hnay  to  the  tyranical  ptoceedio^ 
members     ©f  ijjg  parent  state,  or^  in  a  more  ^enlarged  point  of  view^ 
^srcc  to  ^  jjj  ^^  ^jjj^  defence  of  the  general  principalis  of  political  li- 
vemioQ.    '  t^i^y^  I  cannot  imagine  that  the  reader  will  think  his  p4di^ 
enee  has  bben  abusedylijr  the  number  df  pages,  which  har^ 
been  devoted  to  the  narration  of  the  transactions  that  oe- 
curred  during  thb  short,  hot  meirtorable  sesfslon,  of  the 
last  'BjtgcX  Assembly  which  ever  sat  in  Virgima.  n 

Preparati-      Towards  the  last  of  June  the  inhabitants  of  Williarars^ 
nns  hr  de-  burg  assemMed  at  the  Court  House,  and  agreed  to  reqnett 
fence  in       the  Convention,  when  thfy  should  meet,  to  send  a  rem- 
SuntrT.*'^  fbfcement  of  about  250  men,  to  be  stationed  in  that  tovfa 
^*      with  the  company  belonging  to  it.    It  was  also  thought 
destrable>  at  the  time,  that  tho  other  towns,  in  the  lower 
country,  should    be  provided  and  guarded  in  the  samo 
manner,  so  as  to  concentrate  their  forces  with  celerity,  at 
any  apprehended  point  of  attack.    These  proceedings  took 

Elaee  in  consequence  of  ah  alarm,  wliich  had!  \3Ji  e^Lcited 
y  a  report,  that  the  British  were  about  to  seno/C  -rps  to 
the  colony*  •  / 

1^  During  the  month  of  July,  volunteer  compatiies  from  a 

luntw^  great  number  of  counties  continued  to  arrive  at  Williama- 
companies  burg.  Those  from  Hanover,  Henrico,  Sussex, Chesterfields 
Arrive  at  Caroline  and  Cumberland,  arrived  the  earliest^;  their* 
WiUiauis-  numbers  were  about  200,  disposed  into  seten  companies. 
^^^*         fioon  after  arrived  the  y<^an(ee>s  from  Spotsyl vanity  King' 
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$•^1!^  AfbwAttte,  James  City,  Surry,  lioHisg  Mi  Shif-.   €llAPg 
fef-d ;  and  iff  the  latter  part  or  the  month,  companies  of  in-      ill* 
fcatry  arriyed  rrom  Sonthamptod  and  Charles  City     All    ... 
tbe«e  are  sahf  td  hare  been  well  equipped^  and  to  hate  ""    '  '  ■• 
^rTrinedtbeirmllitaryetohitionswitha  skill  and  pre-     saidto 
cision  far  b^yono  what  lolght  have  Keen  eipeoted  from  raw  have  been 
troops.  welt  disci- 

DttoTinore,  who  had  convoyed  his  lady  as  far  as  theeape$»  P^^**«^ 
0!l  her  return  to  Kngland,  a^uln  resumed  his  former  stati- 
on, otfTork-Town,  In  rhe  PoWey  man  of  war. 

At  this  time,  also,  a  vessel  which  had  been  loaded  at 
SaflToik,  with  a  large  qaantify  of  provisions.  Was  laken  by 
some  of  the  tenders,  and  convened  to  Boston,  for  the  tisd 
efthe  British  army  and  navy. 

Captafn  M'Cartney,orthe  ship  Mercury,  having  left: 
New-Tork,ori  the  ist,  arrived  and  anchored  off  York  To  wtf 
eo  the  lltht  This  vessel  came  to  relieve  the  Powey,  which 
sailed  on  the  i4th  in  company  with  the  Otter ;  the  latter 
bound  on  a  cruise ;  the  former,  after  landing  ilunmore  at 
IKirtsmouth,  waste  proceed  to  Boston,  with  Captain  Foy, 
<  the  British  Artillery. 

A  party  of  troops,  whieh  had  marched  from  Wiliiilms- 
bttrg  on  the  lith,  were  now  eneamped  near  York-Town  ; 
probabfy  With  a  view  Co  protect  the  country  from  maraud- 
ing parties  of  British  seamen. 

Aboot  this  time,  "  The  two  Sisters,''  Captain  Maxwell, 
arrived  in  James  river,  and  brought  intelli:;encet  that  a- 
boot  forty  sail  of  transports  were  in  the  British  jChaunel^ 
when  she  left  it,  about  the  I6th  of  May,  destinea  for  Ire- 
httd,  in  order  to  take  in  troops  for  A  merica. 

On  Monday  ,the  irth  of  July,  the    convention  met  at     ^^Y  ^J. 
ftiehmond,  according  to  appointment.  They  immediately  ^^^m^^at 
proceeded  tp  make  active  preparations  to  resist  the  com-  Rj'ciimoiia. 
mon  enemy.  They  resolved  to  embody  3000  men,  exclu-  Tbcirprd- 
sive  of  officers,  and  three  troops  of  cavalry,  for  the  service  ccodiUgs. 
of  the  lower  country.  Two  companies  of  iOO  men  each, 
were  to  be  stationed  at  Pittsburg;  another  i^ompany, of 
100  men, at  Point  Pleasant;  twenty  five  men  at  Fort  Fin- 
eastle,  at  the  mouth  of  Wheeling ;  and  100  men  at  proper 
posts  in  the  county  of  Fincastle :  These,  as  their    local 
tlfstiaations  bespeak,  were  for  the  protection  of  the  South- 
Western  frontiers,  from  the  inroads  of  the  savages;  and 
JohnKevil  with  his  company  was  commanded  to  take  pos- 
session of  Fort  Pitt.  It  was  resolved  that  a  company  of  m^- 
Dttte  men  should  also  be  raised  in    each    county  ;  to   be 
trafned  to  arms,  called  out  on  any  emergency ;  and  allow* 
«1  full  pay  when  on  duty*  ^ 

Aeeording  to  a  recommendation  of  the  general  eon- 
l^sss,  abou^  sixty  young  gentlemen  were  to  be  sent  from 
^^n^ni%  to  serve  as  ciMets,  under  General  Washington^ 

I 
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CHAA    ^mmanffiiiK  tte  army   before  Boston.  I  do  not  fisd  k 
UJU       mentioiied  by  whom  t  bey  were /to  be  seiiU  or  ho^  ibey 
were  lo  be  belected^  tbe  plan»  however,  was  admirably  a- 
m^       I     f-  4l^ted  to  the  purpose  of  training  skiltul  officers. 
C  stom  Some  Brltisb  sailors  liaviug  robbed  the  Custom  Qouse^ 

Hqiwc  at  at  Hampton,  of  about  t,«00,  a  party  of  volunteers  assemr- 
Bampton  Med  in  Williamsburg,  and  made  reprisals  upon  tlie  foK 
robbed—  loiviDg  sums  of  money — i^dbO  from  the  Receiver's  and 
tepnsaU  j^^ditoi^s  offices  ;  i.5i4  14,  from  the  Post  OflSce  ;  and 
SepUuc  about  {.tOOO  from  the  Naval  Office,  or  the  upper  dij^uict 
money  in  of  James  River— making  a  total  amount  of  1.167*  l*. 
XMkiam^  When  the  Wiiliamsburg  volunteers  informed  the  conven- 
^^'  tionofthis  transaction,  they  expressed  their  disapproba- 

tion of  it;  and  the  parties  concerned  acknowledged  that 
they  had  acted  in  a  precipitate  manner;  and  that  tbey 
sliould  not  have  adopted  any  measuiH^s  of  hostility  with- 
out first  consultii^,  and  obiaining  tbe  approlNg.ion  of  the 
Convention;  but  I  iian«t  any  where  find  that  the  money  was 
restored.  The  convention  had  prohibited  the  exportation 
of  grain,  and  ail  kinds  of  provisions  after  the  bih  of  August^ 
which  was  subsequently  rescinded,  in  consequejice  of  the 
refu9al  oV  the  State  of  Maryland  to  eo  operate  with  Vir- 
ginia  la  ibis  measure.  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
the  convention,  the  Wiiiiamsburg  volunteers  seized  a  ves- 
gel.  outward  bound,  loaded  with  bread  and  flour. 

They  had  not  then  hearti  that  the  prohibition  was  wi:h- 
drawn.  The  vessel  was  released  5  but  the  c4>nventioB  ap- 
plauded the  zeal  of  the  volunteers.  The  Boi*oughoi  Kor« 
folk  petitioned  against  this  prohibition,  asiniurions  to  the 
merchants  and  tratiers  ;  the  convention  resolved  the  petl*  ' 
tion  to  be  **indecentJ* 

iliey  resolve4  that  all  persons,  accepting  of  any  office 

^'■^^.^  t)f  profit*  under  tlie  crown  of  t«reat  Britain,  should  be  disr- 

convcnticm  ^"'*^'*®^  from  being  a  deputy  from  Virginia  to  the  Conti* 

<^4ntinued/  n^^t^^  Congress ;  from  holding  a  seat  in  the  State  conven* 

tfon  ;  in  the  General  Committee  of  Safety  ;  or^  in  an;  of 

the  County  Committees. 

They  then  proceeded  to  appoint  deputies  to   represeBt 
them  in  the  General  Congress  of  the   United  .Colonies.  < 
The  following  persons  were  elepled,  and  the  ballot>  np- 
0n  the  journals,  stands  thus. — 
For    Peyton  Randolph  .  85,, 

Richr.rd  Henry  Le©  -  *       88, 

.Thomas  Jefieison  .  85^ 

Benjamin  Harrison  -  .       83^ 

Thfrmas  Nelson  66, 

Richard  Bland  -  .         61, 

George  Wythe  .  5S, 

It  was  resolved  that  any  fouj»  of  these  should  be  a  soffit 
cient  numlier  to  represent  the  colcny, 

Richard  Bland  having  resigned,  Francis  Lightfoot  IiC£^ 
was  appointed  to  stipply  the  vacancy. 
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nrii^  emtention  90W  proceeded  to  make  a  leteetioti  <if  CHAF. 
the  officers  to  command  the  troops  about  to  be  raised.  |i|. 
They  appointed  Patrick  Henry  to  eommand  the  6i«t 
rei^tment ;  Thomas  Nelson  to  l>e  colonel  of  ihe  second  "■')"*'  "^ 
jnegimeDt ;  and  William  Woodford  of  tite  third  ;  but  Nel*  *' 
son  resigning;,  Woodford  was  appointed  to  command  the 
seeondy  William  Ohristian  was  apppointed  lieutenant  colo* 
net  to  the  first  regiment ;  Charles  Seott,  to  the  second ; 
Praneis  Eppes,  major  to  the  first  regiment ;  Alexandei^ 
Spotswoody  to  the  second ;  and,  Thomas  Bullit,  adjutant 
general.  " 

It  appearing  to  the  convention,  that  only  15  1-2  barrels 
of  gunpowder  had  been  taken  out  of  the  magazine  at 
Williami^burg,  by  Dunmore ;  of  the  hSSO  exacted  by  Pa- 
triek  Henry,  from*  the  Receiver-General,  they  retained 
only  1.112  -  10s,  deeming  that  sum  a  snfiieient  indemnifi- 
cation, and  directed  the  treasurer  to  return  the  balance*        ' 

Those  christians,  dienominated  Baptists,  addressed  the  T^  ®*EC 
convention  in  a  patriotic  style.    They  stated  that  their  arew^^c 
religious  teiiet»  did  not  prevent  them  from  fighting  in  ConVea- 
defence  of  their  country ;  and  that  their  Pastors  wouM  Uoq 
promote  the  enlistment  of  the  youth  of  that  persuasion. 
The  convention  returned  a  complimentary  reply,  and  di- 
rected that  Sectarians    shoold   have  the  priviledge    of 
performing  divine  service,  to  theii*  respective  adherent* 
in  the  army,  equally  with  the  «*e<^ular  Chaplains  of  the 
established  church.    ^JThe  Baptists  have  continued,  to  this, 
day,  among  the  firmest  supporters  of  liberty. 

The  Convention  recejving  intelKgenee  that  Dnnmore 
meditated  an  attack  upon  Williamsburg,  recommended 
it  to  the  committee  of  that  city,  and  the  committees  Of 
the  adjacent  counties,  to  repel  force  by  force* 

The  Convention  finally  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
a  general  committee  of  safety:  They  were  eleven  in 
number  and  composed  of  the  following  persons — ^Edmund 
Pendleton,  George  Mason,  John  Page,  Richard  Blandi 
Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Paul  Carrington,  Dudley  Digges, , 
William  Cabell,  Carter  Braxton,  James  Meroer,  and 
JohnTabb. 

This  committee  were  instructed  to  provide  a  magazhie^ 
in  an  eligible  situation  ;  commissions,  to  military  ofBcera 
were  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  committee ;  Rich- 
mond was  resolved  upon,  as  the  next  place  for  the  meeting 
of  the  convention  ;  and  this  most  respectable  and  patriotic  . 
assembly  then  closed  their  session. 

The  Convention  had  done  away  every  thing,  of  which  Prpcced- 
the  situation  of  the  colony  admitted,  to  procure  arms  *'*^^  ^tx^^ 
and  ammunition  for  the  triwps  whiidi  it  had  been  resolved  eonUffved? 
to  raise.       .  . 

They  recommended  to  the  Chairmen  of  the  different 
^onty  committees^  to  collect  all  the  saltpetro  and  siilpUep> 
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CUAB,  mUOk  0mld  be  pn^^itre^  wAiUfS  ^njiteed  MMim^40^ 

.  Ill  \<ieii%er  up  wch  portions  ^  mi^t  be  no  bmif  rewrving 
_'^'  \  mIv  wh^^t  nUght  tie  wanted  for  oiedMwI  purposes ;  tbt «•  j 
i^iMBK*  eolleelioQi  a^d  eootributJOBs  were  to  be  paid  for  at  tbe 
puUie  expenee.  Moueye  doe  by  fiiieg»  iibposed  by  ooovt|i 
fpioliaiy  were  also  reeomineiMled  to  Uie  different  eoip«iit^ 
tees^tp  be  appropriated  to  the  pprdiaae  of  nnni  HnA  ml^ 
pUDition. 

A  eeosas  of  (be  popqIatioB  of  tbe  eoloqr  wns  reeam- 
pended  to  be  t^ikm;  (UsCiogiiisbine  ageSf  seies»  aaA 
o<rior8 ;  aod  a  return  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Presidont  ^ 
|be  Cooventipa*  wbo  would  certify  tbe  saiue  to^the  Coati^^ 
pental  Cougre#t* 

CoUeetions  of  money  wen  reoomaended  to  be  ntiday 

ifk  tbe  different  eounties*  for  tbe  purebase  of  guupowdoiw 

lead,  flints  and  eartridxe  paper,  in  order  that  tbe  i^halw 

«       eolooy  migbt  be  plaoed  i^en  an  equal  footing,  ki  thesp 

FespeetS)  mi  a  return  to  be  made  t^o  tbe  next  Cmf^ulisn. 

Certain  morf^bantSf  aod  others,  natives  of  Ivreat  Britai% 
«  .  but  rendents  of  Yirgioia,  presented  a  potition^o  tbe  Con* 
mention  daring  tbis  sesoiin. 

Tbey  deelm^d  tbeir  attaobmeat  to  tbe  eokvigr,  and  its 
cnuse^  wd  their  willingness  to  join  in  tril  measures  of 
defraee,  except  actually  bearing  arms  against  those  who 
pigbt  be  tbidr  nearest  rdatives. 

Tbey  requested  that  a  line  of  oondnet  might  be  pre«eHhed 
to  thep»  by  which  tbey  might  oovtinue  u^eflil  meusbers  ot 
tbe  eommunityt  without  being  obliged  to  shed  tbe  Uoofl 
of  their  countrymen* 

This  petition  was  deemed  reasonable  hy  the  Conretttioo) 
ipd  tbey  recommended  to  the  several  eounty^commHtee^ 
to  protect,  and  to  treat  with  lenity  and  fri^sbip,  m)l 
those  persons,  who  did  not  shew  themselves  inimiwl  to 
tbe  eommon  cause  of  America. 
Autn^t.  'Jiie  inbabitairts  of  Biorfolk,  and  its  neigbbeuffboo!l«  vitwn 

nt  this  time  put  to  great  Inconvonienee  m  consequeaof^  0f 
tbeelopemrat  of  their  slavesr  This  luefclops  race  ^  men 
eeuld,  indeed*  scarcely  diange  their  situation  for  tlib 
worse;  and  being  deloded  by  vain  anticipations,  t%ejr 
fougbt  to  be  etoHsted  on  board  the  British  Men  of  Var^ 
to  the  hope  of  obainbig  their  comparative  freedom :  Bitt 
tbey  were  not  recmed^  and  assuranees  were  given  to  ibo 
^habitants,  that  their  resort  to  tbe  Bridsli  Navy  wonM  be 
«  disoountenaaced*  la  consequence  of  this,  a  deputafiiMi 
fi*om  tbe  Common  Hall  of  Norlblk,  returned  tbe  thanks  of 
tbe  Oorporation  to  Captain  Mae  Cartney,  and  Captoio 
Squires,  for  their  conduct  towards  the  fugitive  slaves  of 
that  town,  and  the  circumjacent  eounties. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  months  lord  Dunmore,  wbo  had 
veeeotly  t^eli  up  his  residence  on  board  the  ship  Willianiy 
iMeived  a  reinforcemeot  of  about  sixty  meoi  who  ^uA 
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^0li^HA  in  (b««itop Tender,  firooi  St.  AufftistiM*    Theie    CRAPf 
lio  aMimaiiieil  as  a  bfdy  'guiird.    Ha    alio  «Mzed  three       UL 
fibip9  at  N jrfeUL ;  these  were  private  property. 

bi  the  besiDiiiag  of  September,  the  CkinveathHi  publith-  ismmsm^ 
cdii  fimnal  deel^Uon*    Thej  go  over  the  faeU  whioh  septem- 
hvi^  been  already  detailed     They  say  that  a  eauseless  and  ber. 
Iiasty  dls&olutioD  of  the  general  AsseinUy*  drove  the    re* 
presentative  body  to  the  unhappy  ditenuna  of  either  »aori^ 
letn^  the  moat  esaeatiAl  interesls  of^  their  ooiMlituenta,  or 
•f  Meeting  in  deaeral  Convention,  to  asseK  and   preserve 
them.    <•  What,*'  say  they^  **  eoeld  be  expected  of  this 
OMUitiy  ?    That  we  should  sit  sapinely  down«  aod  suffer 
the  viewsandmaohnHrtions  of  an  arbitrary  relentless  mi* 
aistry  to  be  carried  into  "exeeiitiont  without  opposition  'or 
onatpol  '    The  justice  dne   to    this   eonttnunity,    every 
BM»t{ve    to  public  virtue,    conspire  in  fbrbitldin^  it/*-«-^ 
The  Ckinvention  also  appoihted  aeornmiitee  of  s4rery— <      * 
iQirested  with  ample  hut   not   unlimited    puwers-^l  iieir 
fiatnre  and  e^Uent  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  from  their 
fPooeedings« 

This  committee  might  be  considered  as  a  temporary  ex* 
eentive^  for  carrying  intoeflfeetual  oporation  the  ordinances 
of  the  Convention  for  tlie  protection  of  the  colony* 

Atiottt  this  time  aseveife  tempest  is  described  as  liavini^ 
necasioned  the  shipwreck  of  many  vessels,  and  the  io^s  of 
Aany  lives.  Amongst  others,  the  Otter  sloop  of  War, 
eoounanded  by  eapt*  Squires,  was  oast  away  on  Back  ri- 
ver* near  ilamptoo,  and  burnt  by  tlie  neighboring  people-r^ 
Squires  escaped. 

IntoUigenee  of  the  diahnlical  designs  of  the  Britiah  mi- 
IBsti7,to  spirit  up  the  re«l  savage  of  the  wilderness  to  at*** 
taA  the  western  frontier  of  Virginia,  was  now  made  pub- 
lie  ;  it  was  publtohed  as  a  report;  but  subsequent  events  ' 
eonfirmed  it.  Agents  were  appointed,  and  furnished  with 
^'ge  sums  of  money  to  distribute  among  the  Indians.*-.* 
And  as  the  names  of  Jtliese  agents  deserve  to  be  <*  damned 
to  everloBting  fame,**  Cam^lU  Mboi  and  /Vent,  stand 
iq>oo  record,  as  the  men.  .  Each  furnished  with  (.40*000  ; 
Ifae  Canadian  Indians  the  destination  of  the  fii*st ;  those  on 
tile  Ohio^  of  the  second  ;  and  the  third,  it  would  .seem,  w^s 
lo  aft  aeeording  to  his  discretion. 

In  consequence  of  tlie  burningpf  the  Otter  sloop  q(  war, 
and  the  seizure  of  a  few  trifling  articles  which  were  on 
hoard.  Captain  Squires  addressed  a  letter  to  the  commit^ 
tee  of  the  town  of  Hampton,  informing  them  that  they 
should  be  responsible  for  the  same ;  this  threat  reaehiii;; 
Williamsburg*  100  men,  under  the  command  of  Maior  la- 
nes, marched  frmn  that  pUoe  for  the  protec*tion  of  llamp* 
ton— Squires  not  attempting  to  execute  his  tlireat,  Utis 
bodv  of  troops  returned  ;  but  it  was  thouirht  propor  lo  re- 
place them^  soon  aftcr^  by  the  like  number  under  3lajor 
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Cft\P.,  Eppes.    Tlie  ref^ulars  ^yere  now' also  ootiBe*!,  lir  Tatriofc 

III.        Henry,  to  n-ndezvofis  within  two  miles  of   Williamsburg. 

'  Th(*  last  of  this  monfh  the  '«ouinu|tee  of  8afet,>  udjouvQ- 

&■■ ' .  ■  ■    >  edtroni  Hanover  to\\u  to    Wiltiamshurp;,  for  the   mor^ 

Sertcm-      convenient  despatch  of  business  ;  previously,   however,  it 

Bfej.  was  reeoniinepded  to  the  County  committees  to  tlireet  the 

commissaries  OP  eontraetors,  in   eaeb  district,  to  provide 

ten's,  kettles,  canteens,  drums,  f:fes,  and  a  stand  of  colors, 

Willi  the  followin}^  motto— on  one  side 

**  V1R6I  VIA,  FOR  CONSTI  rU TIONAL  LIBERTY  • 

and  on  the  other  s^^e   the  name  of  the  district.  ' 

Keguhir troops  continued   to   arrive  at   Williamsburg; 

three  companies  reaching  that  place,  in  the  beginning  of 

Qtuobcr.     this  month.      The  Kinj;  and  Queen  company  of  minute  men 

were  marched  to  Hampton   where  they  were  to  be  sta^ 

'tinned  for  some  time.  .  ' 

A  vessel  loaded  with  West  India  artietes,  the  private 
properly  of  a  citizen  of  Korfolk,  was.  about  this  tinw, 
stized  t)y  the  kin^s  officers,  and  sent  to  Boston  for  the  use 
oi  the  j;arrison  I  here.  Added  to  this,  Ounmore  eoramlU 
tei^  an  OHtraj^e  in  Norfolk  which  excited  the  stronj»eit  sen- 
sihiMty  and  warmest  indignation  in  the  inhabitants  of  titat 
Jiorouf^h 

A  British  officer*  with  twelve  or  thirteen  soMiers  and  a 
few  sailors,  landed  at  the  county  wharf  in  Norfolk,  and  nn^ 
d^e  coveV  of  the  men  of  war,  who  made  every  show  of  firing 
^  on  tlietownin  case  the  party  were  molested,  marched  up 
th<*  r.ain  sJnH^t  to  Holt's printii^g office, from  whence  with- 
'  4)nt  opposition  or  resistance,  they  carried  off  the  type3 
with  many  other  printing  materials,  and  two  <of  the  work- 
men.* The  corporation  of  INorfolk  remonstrates)  with 
D'Mimore  on  this  outrage  :  stated  their  ability  to  have'Vut 
off  iliis  small  parly  had  they  been  so  disposed;  and  re- 
fjiested  the  immediate  return  of  the  persons  and  property 
ilN'.yfally  seized.  Dunmore*ft  answer  was  taunting  and  in- 
sul»ingin  the  hijsjhest  degree.  He  said  that  he  could  not 
have  remlered  the  peonle  of  \orfolk  a  greater  service,  than 
by  depriving  them  of  the  means  of  having  their  minds 
imisffued,  and  of  exciting  in  them  "  the  spirit  of  rebellion 
and  sedilion  ;"<hHt  their  lof  having  cut  offthe  small partVy 

*  Thi  acqulescerce  .  t.  the  p  Tt  of  die  peo])le  of  "Nt  vfolk,is  thus 
nccouoted  for  in  the  priuts  ^f  the  day  : — *'  The  siHiation  of  Nor- 
folk MX']  Portsmouth  wis  different  from  that  of  apy  other  place  in 
VP'inia  The  inhiibitnts  were  almost  to. a  man,  merchants  aiwl 
m  chanics,  and  a  mjorivv  of  them  Scotchmen  and  torics  ;  the 
town  full  of  slaves  re-uly  for  insu'  rection  at  the  beck  oC  their  lead- 
er ;  two  men  "f  wur  alwavs  prepared  to  fire  on  them  ;  the  hiha- 
bitaiits  had  little  ammunition,  and  were  badly  ftjrnished  with  arms. 
Th'*rewe»xr some rannon belonging  tea  few  gentleman*  ^ho  hrtd 
.  fitted  out  privateers  during  the  last  war  but  those  wei'c  net 
mountf'd.  or  fu  nishi(i  with  carti'ldgcs,  and  were  therefore  usclft55 
and  removed  into  the  country." 
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trbo  took  Bolt's  types^  be  imputed  to  other  reasons,  than    CHAP« 
tlunv  pfaceaiiU*  inlentions  ^^^  the  <) rums  were   bea^ng  'to        1»I* 
aruib*  wiUi^uut^uceessytlie  greater  part  of  the  time    that  _ 
tbe  party  were,  on  shore.     lie  gave  theui  no   satisfactiuii 
0n  the  subjeet  of  restoring;  thept^rsonsand  property  seized 
ami  carried  oflT.     Holf,  the  pi  inter,  was  not ,  silent   on    the 
#<?i'<t4ion«     He  published,  in  the  Williamsburg  papers,   an 
eloquent  philippie*  against  D'unuiore,  and  a  patriot ie    ad* 
Teriisement,  stating  his  intention  to  establish  a  new  press* 
*  ^  lie  eomlneted  on  (he  same  princ^^les^  as  that  which  h^fl 
tf^en  destroyed. 

Towards  ^tve  last  of  this  month  six  eompanies  arrived  in  Octo|jcr. 
or  near  WilJianHilNjrg«  some  oftheui  armed  with  rifles. — 
Dqnuaprealso  reeeived  areinforeement  from  St.  Augus- 
tine of  about  200  men  ;  of  this  the  committee  of  safety 
were  informed  by  express.  He  then  with  1*0  men,  Wi-nt 
Upon  an  expedition  against  Kemp's.landing,  now  ealicd 
Kempsville,  in  l*rineess  Ann  County-  llis  object  was  to 
intercept  a  quantity  of  guniK>wder,  lately  imported— but 
this  had  been  carried  oflT, some  time  before.  A  black- 
smith's shofi  was  broken  open,  anrt  abofct  50  muskets  dc- 
sti*oyed:  2oflicers.  in  the  minute  service,  and  4  privates 
■were  made  prisoners.  Captain  Matthews  who  command- 
ed 50  minute-men  at  this  »dace,  was  lim-^elf  made  prisonpi% 
He  declined  the  combat,  it  is  said  from  inequality  of  num- 
bers. Tbe  accounts  of  tbe  day  differ  with  respect  to  many 
of  these  little  skirmishes  ;  some  stating  Dunmore's  force  ^ 
to  have  consisted  of  200  men.  others  at  I^^O  as  stated  above.  ^ 

It  is  not  material ;  the  fact  of  Dunmore*s  success  in  thi» 
petty  affair,  is  acknowledged  by  every  one. 

For  some  otitl^  Dunmore  carritdon  a  predatory  war- 
fare against  the  colony  of  which  he  had  recently  had  the 
government.  Jle  landed  a  party  of  soldiers  at  Norfolk,  de- 
stroyed t7  and  carried  oflTtwo.  witbout  molestation. 

He  was  induced  to  thisbv  information  wliich  he  had  re- 
ceived, that  these  cannon  were  to  be  fitted  up  and  placed 
upon  the  wharves  and  on  othfr  eligible  places  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annoying  bis  fleet ;  and  that  a  numl>er  of  men  were 
daily  expected  from  Williamsburg,  who  were  to  fire  tb cm 
from  behind  hogsbeads  filled  with  sand.  This  plan,  if  in 
agitation,  he  rendered  abortive. 

S«on  after,  there  appciircd  off  the  mouth  of  Hampto!* 
river,  a  large  armed  schooner,  a  sl(»op  and  three  tenders, 
with  soldiers  on  board  :  ami  a  messajj^e  was  received  at 
Hampton  from  captain  Squires,  on  board  (be  schooner,  that 
he  would  that  tlay  land  and  burn  the  town.  On  which  a 
eompany  of  regulars  and  company  of  minute-ttien  who  were 
placed  tliere  inconsequence  of  former  threats  denounced  , 
against  that  place,  made  the  best  disposition  to  prevent 
their  landing,  aitleil  by  a  body  of  militia  who  were  suddenly  ^^ 
tUlled  together  on  the  occasionw^  * 
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The  British  Mcordhigly  attennrpted  to  kmdi  hut  W«M 
l^tarded  by  some  bbau  suiik  mitosis  the  chaaoel  for  tluit 
purpose.  ' 

tpon  this  the;  fired  sereral  small  eammi  at  the  proviii^ 
eiah  tvhfaoat  effect ;  they  in  returOfdisi  barged  theirsmait 
arms  with  such  unerring  aitn*  as  to  comfkel  the  enemy  to^ 
retire.  The  •▼entng  preceding  this  they  had  landed  aofl 
Imrnt  do^o  a  house  In  (he  vietnity  oi  Hampton* 

'On  intelltgenee  of  this  reaching  Williamsburg,  about  9 
(Aslock  at  night  arcompuny  of  mounted  riflemen  were  d^ 
patched  to  the  aid  of  Hampton,  and  an  offleer  appointed 
to  take  the  command  of  the  whole,  who  with  the  company 
arrived  at  Hauipton  about  S  o'eldek  the  next  momingt 
tiotwithstanding  it  rained  inces^ucly  the  whole  night. 

The  vessels  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  had  not  beenr 
placed  so  advantageously  as  was  intended,  in  consequence 
of  the  rapidity  of  the  tid^.  Squires,  who  commanded  the  ^ 
expedition  in  person,  was  therefore  enabled  during  the 
night,  by  cutting  away  the  bowsprits  of  two  of  the  Tessei^ 
to  pass  into  the  cr^ek,  and  draw  up  his  fleet  close  to  the 
town.  The  fire  upon  the  town  eommeneed  9000  after  the 
arrival  of  tlie  troops  from  Williamsburg ;  but  was  returned 
80  briskly  from  the  houses  on  the  shore,  that  the  assail- 
ants were  lompellcd  to  retire  precipitately. 

^^iie  Brinvh  lost  in  this  attack,  a  small  tendef  with  fire 
white  men,  a  woman,  and  two  slaves  ;  six  swivels^  sevetf 
muskets,  some  small  arms,  a  sword,  pistols,  and  several 
papers  belonging  to  lieutenant  Wright^  who  made  bis  es* 
cape  by  leaping  overboard,  and  swiihming  to  the  shores 
from  whence  he  was  taken  off  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  by 
some  of  the  fleet  as  they  retreated  outward.  It  was  the 
general  opinion,' at  the  time,  that  all  the  British  Tessels 
would  have  been  captured,  but  for  the  accidental  rircum* 
stance  of  the  wind  shifting,  at  the  very  moment  that  they 
found  it  necessary  to  retreat ;  for  they  entered  when  it 
blew  from  the  south,  and  it  shifted  to  the  opposite  point 
most  opportunely  for  them.  y 

When  it  was  discovered  that  they  were  about  to  retire^ 
a  party  was  despatched  by  land,  to  oppose  their  passage 
through  the  narrow  mouth  of  the  creek  5  but,  whether  by 
accident  or  design,  is  not  known,  when  they  had  marched 
but  a  small  distance  from  the  town,  a  report  was  suddenly 
spread  among  them,  that  a  party  of  the  British  had  land* 
^  in  a  difiisrent  direction,  and  were  about  to  attack  th^ 
back  part  of  the  town.  This  caused  a  halt,  and  produced  a 
momentary  confusion.  Before  correct  information  could 
be  obtained,  the  Tessels  had  cleaned  the  creek..  The  re- 
port was  groundless.*    Not  a  single  Virginian  was  killed 

*  This  tccount  <  f  the  attack  upon  Hampton,  and  the  repulse  o^ 
the  biitkb,  is  taken, partly  ficm  the  printed  accounts  of  tac  dtp 
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■»*Ae  rfory  an^  the  advant?*pe  m  tlie  day  remaini^  eodre     CIl  AP. , 
Urithili^  Patriots,  whilst  Uir  Jt^rilinh  i-elireil   viOi  o'mside-         iii.  * 
rahir  lo98,  and  more  than  proportionate  Hir.inie.  ^  . 

iu*i he  mean  time.  nuni»»er»  of  armed  Virginiann  hourly  ""  ■* 

arrived  at  Williamsburg,  from  varioui*  parlsof  tlie  ui^per 
eonntry.     Fired  with  patriot ie  and  holy  enthiiHiaHm,  they 
taurt^d  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  rented  field.       hiej 
Were' eager  to  partieipate  in  the  expedition,  uhich  v^asra 
infliet  on  Dunmore  and  hh  adherents,  a  blow  ro(»  lon^  de* 
lay<*d,  and  to   relieve  the  suffering  friends  of  AmerN*aii 
righfNand  Aineriean  liberty,  in.  Norfolk  ani*  the  adjaeent 
eouuties.    To  these  menacing  movements,  the  British  were 
aehher  inattantive  nor  indifferent.      Informed  that  (he  se- 
eoir^  Virginia  regiment  and  the  Culpeper  battalion   hatl 
htel^  been  Onlered  down  to  Norfolk,  Dunmore  resolved  to 
prejrent.  if  possible,  their  passage  ae.ross  James  river.— 
vWth  tfaisotrjeet  in  view,  he  directed  the  King  Fisher  and 
three  large  tenders  to  move  up  to  Burweirs  ferry      The 
bastile  flotilla  reached  that  platoon  the  lOth  of  Xovrm 
bur.     About  SQO  yards  from  the  landing,  lay  an  American 
vea^d'rrAt  this  vessel  the  enemy's  ships  immediately  fired.      Affair  it 
twderiug  her,  in  a  hau.y;hty  and  pere»^ptory  tone,  to  come  Buiv^eil's 
al^mg  side  of  the  KingFfsher,     Some  Virginian  riflemen  i^*^'^^ 
hsift  bet^n  stationed  oh  a  high  and  commanding  part  of  the 
iMk.    These  brave  defenders  of  their  insnlted  soil,  iKrect- 
ed  ftie  Skipper  to  remain  where  he  was.    The -consequence 
W^  ^n  immediate  and  vehement  contest.      The  vessel  lay 
about  300  yards  from  our  men,  and  rather  less   ih-<>n  a 
miW  frooi  the  man  of  war.     The  latter  t^ow  directed  a- 
gain*st  thcfobject  of  the  struggle,  a  brisker^ fire.     This, 
however,  was  without  eSoet.  A  barge  full  of  men  w^ii  ihen 
seen  to  advance  from  the  King  Finuer  towards  the  vessel. 
Our  riflemen  steadily  watchecf  her  approach — so  soon  us  it 
bad  proceeded  within  a  suitable  distance,  they  fired  vith 
such  precision  as  to  kill  three  ofthe  enemy      This  kindled 
additional  irritation  in  the  breast  of  the  latter       Hostility 
becAine  frenzy.     *  A  smart  cannonade  ensued,  but  with 
ineonsiderable  effect.    A  6  pound  ball  perforated  both  sides 
of  the  ware-bouse,  in  which  some  men  had  stationed  them- 
selves, aod  several  striu4^  and  buried  in  the  hank  under 
them.     A  second  attempt  was  made  by  the  man  oTwae 
to  seize  ontlyt  boat,  but  though  more  formidable,  because 
betior  conducted  than  the  first,  this  irttcmpt  proved  'CfiiaU 
ly  alMirri''e.   iThe  rifle  guard,  seasonably  reinforeed  by  the 
acccHsion  of  ten  men.  poured  upon  the  b^rge  sn  l>ri-'.  and 
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tnd  piirtly  from  the  statement  ofpersons  who  were  on  tl;e  spoi.  Ti,e  cor- 
respondence of  a  <€w  eininen  rcvoli!tion;.ry  cliuructers  iu©  Jdkso  bccucQiit 
iulted,  -nd'f'inushed  sjAtjii'.iCLOr  dev..it  - 


$6  .  HISTOBTOF 

♦ 

CHACi    go  yfttl  iireeiei  a  fire,  that  the  people  on]boar4  fttnt  ^ 

IlL       ne^'essary  to  seek  their  safety  id  a  prlE^eipUate  return  to 

^        the  ship.     Thus  were  all  the  objects  of  this  hostile  exfife^ 

•     A  •  ditioQ  defeated  by  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  a  few  expert 

'  and  resonate  ^en.    Their  success  nerved  resistance  witli^ 

fresh  vigor,  and  swelled  the  current  of  the  popular  hope. 

,  .  Attack  OB      Impatient  to  atone  for  so  unexpected  a  foilurc^  the  man 

AptteeTowE  ^f  maraud  the  lenders  moved  up  to  James.Town»  in  the 

course  of  the  following  night.      They  had  jnst  received 

reinforcements  from  Norfolk,  and  their  anticipations  o|^,  * 

success  were  sanguine  and  high.    At  James-Town,  howa# 

▼er,  repulse  and  shame  again  awaited  them.    A  boat  wsdp 

Sewr«nul«e  fi''®*^'^'*  armed  men.  who  received  orders  to  effect  alatiy 
thi^ace  ^>"g  ^  ^  certain  part  of  the  beech.      At  that  very  spot# 
captain  Green  had  posted  two  rifle  centinels,  being  himself 
stationed  with  his  men  about  half  a  mile  higher  up.    As* 
the  boat  approached  the  people  in  it  were  repeatedly  chak» 
lengcd  ;.  no  answer  was  returned.    Upon  this  the  eentinelk 
fired  at  the  boat,  then  about  50  yards  distant.    Their  fim  * 
was  immediately  returned*  and  the  boat  still  advancing,  rac^ 
pidly  pressed  upon  Uiem.     Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost.-^ 
One  of  the  centinels  speedily  ran  off  to  captain  Greenv  t? 
apprize  him  of  the  impending  danger,  and  bring  him  to«<li« 
point  of  attack.  The  other  steadily  maintaining  his  ground 
,  and  the  more  firm  and  collected,  as  the  peril  drew  neany^ 
loaded  again,  and,  as  soon  as  he  deemed  the  boat  withjo  a 
citable  dii$taoee,  discharged  his  riile  a  second  time!  ,  4|^ 
terrihlfi  and  melancholy  shrieking  which  immediately  foIi. 
lowed  on  board,  oonvlnccfl  him  that  his  iii*e  had  not  been  itr^ 
effectual.    Before  Green's  arrival,  the  boat  tacked  ahoi^ 
and  made  off. 
,  V^VMta^b^r  *     ^^"  ^^^  ^^^h  of  this  month,  inteni.';ence  of  an  afflictive  nah»' 

is.  tore  reached  \Viiliamsburg,  and  clouded  for  a  moment  a 

bright  dawn  of  success.     Hearing  that  about  200  men  of 

the  Princess  Anne  milif  ia  were  on  their  march  to  join  the 

iifTdr  b    troops  destined  for  the  protection  of  the  lower  country^. 

^^  *  Dunmore,vhad  proceeded  from  Norfolk,  at  the  head  of  a 
superior  (brce.  composed  of  regulars*  fugitive  slaves  ^and 
disaffecfed  inhabitants,  with  a  view;tointercept'thatpatri* 
otic  band.  The  latter,  aware  of  no  hostile  design,  advanc* 
•d  in  ineatltious  security,  to  the  place  of  their  destination^ 
They  were  unexpectedly  attacked,  and  compelled  to  en^^ 
gage,  under  the  dout^lc  disadvantage  of  an  Unfavorable 
^ouml,  and  inferior  numbers.  Supported,  .^owever,  by 
inherent  courage,  and  warmed  by  the  justice  of  a  noble 
jsnuse,  they,. for  somftime,  fought  with  great  bravery  apd 
execution.  At  last  the  combined  disadvantages,  just  men* 
tioned.  compelled  them  to  retreat,  which  they  did  in  pep. 
feet  order.  John  Aokisji,  one  of  the  minute  men,  was  kilU 
eU  pn  the  spot.    CoJ.  Uutchings  and  a  Mr.  Waiiams;  \{i<^ 
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^Y«otliec|»;sr€miRr(mnded  and  taken  prisoners^    fefcru   CHAF, 
XDationof  this  unfortunate  occurrence  tias  communicated     ,  III. 
to  col.  Henry*  by  an  express  from  the  camp  at  Cobham, 
#ho.  With  some  danger,  crossed  James  river  a  little  above 
ttie  place  where  the  man  of  war  and  ttie  leiid^f  had  taken 
ttieir  siaUjGtn* 


CROFTER  IT. 


Jimmu»»?s  prodamoHoo,  dated  JWtf m&er  the  rth-^Eff^Os 

.afthis  froclamation — Woodford  crosses  Jaims  rivei-  at   . 

iMfy  Point — Oath  prescribed  by'  Vunmore^Dunmort 

'Ijifreeiens  Suffolk— A  party  is  dciachtAhj  Woodford  to      ^ 

protect  that  place^He  marches  there  hUisdf—Calnmnies 

and  mflarmnatdry  reports  about  this  ixpediiion — Declor 

ration  of  the  Commit te^of  Safety  ihermpon^^ConneUys 

^t — ^oeeedings  at  Suffolk — Scolt  u^cances  lo  the  great 

midge — Hostilities  commenced  there'-^Plan  of  an  imviedi^ 

ate  attack  on  the  enemy — That  plan  is  relinquished'^Two 

companies  of  disaffected  militia  dispersed  by  Wills — Wood'- 

ford  marches  from  Suffolk  to  the  great  bridge-^Operatir 

4ms  therp^Offtir  of  troops  from  JS*orlh  Carolina,  accepted. 

In  Norfolk  and  the  adjacent  country,  Dunmore  counted   jj^j^g^^ 
ftnmerous  adherents.    Their  rash  ad^  ice,  together  with  his  pJo!^^^. 
•wn  impetuous,  revengeful  and  lipughty  spirit,  early  impel'-  on,     onto* 
•d  him  to  a  measui-e  characterized  by  folly,  and  fraught  ^•^•^• 
'With  incalculable  mischief,  both  to  the  colony  and  to  lus  own 
tause.    Under  date  of  November  7th,  he  issued  the  foUow- 
fag Proclamation,  whose  style  strongly  indicates  the  agita^ 
tion  of  a  perturbed  mind,  whilst  its  substance  bcti*ays  a  blind^       r 
fcnpolitic,  ruinoils  inflexibility,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  a 
lavage  and  wanton  disregard  for  some  of  the  fundamental 

S'inciples  upon  which  the  social  fabric  essentially  rests,  andr 
r  those  rules  of  civilization  which  are  usually  respected 
tven  in  the  phrenzy  and  calamitous  intent  of  war. 

'  See  Virginia  CazeUe  oftliis  daXe,—  Some  ofoiir  doctiTnents  rel:  tc  .hfts 
Air  TAXhec  diifcrcntly,  nnd  charge  part  of  Ac  nUitia  wiik  mJiCX)rMli*0^  ^ 


.fife     ^  mSTOTlT  OF 

CnVp.    ^^  By  h\9  ETuUency  \ht  HrH.  HnvomMe  JOHX.  Bnrl  q^ 
IV.  i*  ,u%ovt.  H/v  J1nji\sly*ff  Lieuimanl  onti   Gor#»'nor- 

iieuerui  ol  ^he  Cohny  of  VirginiUfand  Vice  MmiraB 
Si*=*  oflhefiam€f    . 

A  PROCLAMATION/' 
f*  As  I  have  ever  enteriaiued  hopes  that  an  accomtnoclil- . 
'*  tion  mip;hl  have  taken  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
**  this  colony,  without  being  eompelled,  bv  my  duty  ^o  tliki 
^^.  most  disagreeable,  but  now  absolutely  neeessaty-slep^ 
^  reuvlered  so  by  a  body  of  men  oinlawf  uUy  assembled,  -^ ring 
'<  on  his  Majesty's  tendeiu,  and  the  formation  of  an  a*'n^9  - 
N  ^<  and  that  army  now  on  their  march  to  attack  his  Maiei-^rviSB 
^  troops,  and  destroy  the  well  disposed  subjects  of tbis/eoioir 
^<ny.  To  defeat  such  treasonable  purposes,  and  that  aB 
<^  such  traitoi's  and  theii'  abettoi^s  may  be  brought  tojus- 
•«  tice,  and  that  the  peace  and  good  order  of  this  colony  may  . 
«  be  agaih  restored,  which  the  ordinary  couiiMf  of  the  ei4B 
*«  law  is  unable  to  effect  5  I  have  thought  fit  to  isstie  this  u^ 
'<  Pi*oclamation,  hereby  declanngthat  until  the  aforosaiif 
f*  good  purposes  can  be  obtained,  I  do,  iti  virtue  of  the  pow*- 
^  er  and  authority  to  me  given  by  his  Majesty^  determine 
<<  t6  execute  mai'tial  law,. and  cause  the  same  to  be  executed 
'Mhroughout  this  colony  ;  and  to  the  end  that  peai-f  ftnd 
*<  good  orch^r  may  the  sooner  be  restored,  I  do  require  every 
«  '<  i>ei*son,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  resort  to  his  Mt^eslPf's 
*f  standard,  or  be  looked  upon  as  traitors  to  his  Rhjesty's 
<<  crown  and  government,  and  thereby  become  liable  to  the 
**  penalty  the  law  inflicts  upon  snch  offences;  sui^has  for- 
**  feiture  of  life,  confiscation  of  lands,  *cc.  ^c.  And  I  do 
**  further  declare  all  indented  servants,  negt*oes,  or  others 
««  (appertaining  to  rebels)  fi*ee,  that  are  able  and  w  illing  to 
**  bear  arms,  they  joining  his  Majesty's  troops  as  soon  as  may 
*<  be,  for  the  moi-e  si)eedjly  reducing  this  colony  to  a  proper 
•*  sense  t)f  their  diity  to  his  Majesty's  crow^  and  dignity.  I 
**  do  further  order  and  require  all  his  Majesty's  Uege  sub- 
^*  jects,  to  retain  their  quit  i^nts,  or  anj  other  taxes  diie,  or 
^Mhat  may  become  due,  in  their  own  custody,  till  such  a 
,'  ^<  time  as  peace  may  a^ain  be  restoi*ed  to  this  at  present 
**  most  unhappy  counjti^ ,  or  demanded  of  them  for  their 
^^  ft*vnier  salutary'  purposes,  by  ofBcei-s  properly  authorised 
' «  to  ivceive  the  same. 
.  "Cii\en  under  my  hand,  onboard  the  slup  WiUiant^  off 
^  \orfolk,  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  16th  year  of  his 
f    <<  Majesty's  reign. 

<*DrNMORE. 

«  Ged  save  the  Kin^  ."' 

On  tlif  fate  of  this  nroelamation,  Dunmore  had  staked 

his  uhinuile  and  now  Ins   best,   hopes.     The  experiment 

^ff  tuof  ^*'*  ij^i'^/avf'oiTs  5n  the  e\ii*eme.     Wlien  ho  violent,  so  dt*ei- 

Pj^V.-  9  -t*  «*  *■'*  1'  ^^'«'^  t:tt^en  :  when  all   th«'    avenues   that    ml^r^ 

I.         till  lead  to  a  better  anderstaading^  were  peremptori^ 
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dosed  $  tfli^  the  terrors  of   larttal  law  vew  •s^evtati-    CH\P» 
eusly  pj»ocl:rimcd,  andde&aace  hurfetlin  the  fure  of  ptin-        ■  V. 
ciples  Ailherio  held  sacred  and  inviolable^  a  physical  ioi*ee 
of  superior  magnitude  should  have  been  at  hand,  i^  sup- 
port the  menacing  attitude,  and  execute  tlie  lof(v   man- 
dtftes  of  angry  aulliority.     Such  a  force,,  however.   Dun- 
more  did    not  possess.     Con8equentl,v,    this    fiiintic    at- 
teni|»t  to  uwe*the  Virginians  into  unconditional  submission^ 
end'^d  initfsalts  widely  different  from  those  vrhich  he  Iia4 
tn(  ii'ipated.     It  was  the  last,  hideous-  but  substantially  in- 
cffeetuiil  struggle  of  convulsed  and  agonizing  tyrannv.     It 
istrtie  that  many  individuals  resoried  to  the  roj^'a!  stand- 
tr:l,l>u(  they  were  such  characters  as  a  juift  iind  noble  cause 
tiii;^it  well  spare  ;    men  already  devoteiMn  their  hciiv^w  to 
all  (iie  pretensions  and  encroachments  of  the  mother  co^in-* 
iyy  ;  i^^norant  and  timorous  persons,  accustomed  to   look 
on  the  monarchs'  represt^ntatjve  with  reverential  avri%  5'nd 
Whom  the  empty  name  of  rebels*  and  the  bare  ima^c  of  the 
dreadful  penalties  hanging  in-  its  rear,  were   sufficient   to 
terrify  into  an  ignominious  con\pliance  ;  finally,  the.  worst 
of  that  wretched  class  to  whose  hopes,   passions,  and  re* 
lentments  a  disgraceful  appeal  had  lieen  mari^.,  and  whose 
presence'would  have  polluted  even  a  camp  of  savage  in- 
Vailcrs.     All   these    wei*c  pidftfl  lid vantages  in  comparf 
6on  with  the   a«cumulat''(P  difiicuhies  produced  by  this 
raAjInd    intemperate  uieasure.     New  fuel  was  added  to 
(he  name  of  public  irritation  against  the  late  Governor, 
his  malignant  ends,  and  the  base  and  detestable  means  to  . 
which  he  did  not  blush  to  resort.     Increasing  danger  con- 
tributed to  stimulate  patriotisi}]  and  to  harmonize  opiiiioiu 
The  impulse  to  measur^es  of  i  nergy  now  l>ecame  resisi less. 
The  whole  lenor  of  Dunmore's  conduct,  since   the  com- 
meneement  of  the  unhappy   dispute   between   the  parent 
•tate  and  the  Colonies,  was  indignantly  contrasted  w  il  h  the 
insidious  assurances  of  a  conciliatoiTk^  temper,  and  of  favor-* 
able  hopes.  unbUisbingly  stamped  on  the  face  of  his  nco- 
elumation.     <*  Has  not/'  says  a  paper  of  that  day*  **  Ids 
•*  conduct   for  manv   months  past*  had   the  most   dircf*t 
<*  and  strongest  tendency  to  viden  the  breach  alread;.  ex- 
**  istittg,  ajid  render  a  reconciliation  moi^e  diffu'ult  ?     ^or 
**  what  other  purpose  did  the  lute    Governor  write    liia 
•«  false  ami  inflammatory  letters  to  the  ministers  of  Stiite  ? 
•*  Why  did  he,  undercover  of  tite  night  take  from    us  oup 
**  powder,  and  render  useless  thearuis  ofx>ur  public  ma- 
**  gazine  ?     WliV"  did  he   secretly   and   treacherously   lay 
**  snares  for  the  lives  of  our  unwarv  Brethren,  snared  tlrat 
^*  had  like  to  have  proved  but  too  eifectual  ?     Why  did  he,. 
*•  nnder  idle  pivtences   withdraw   himself  fioni   Oj**  s:*at 
**  of  Government,  wh-  e  alone  Ite  ton'iU  hatl  h**  Uo^r^  wil- 
**  ling,  have-  lone  enscMial  servioi-  lo  tyuv  va^mUy  ?     ^^  by, 
^  by  Ida   authority,  have  continual  depredations    been 
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CHAP.    <*  since  made  upOTi  such  of  our.  coimtpymen  as  W#te  fi^-* 
IV.       <*  tuated  within  the*  reach  of  ships  of  war  and  tenders? 
"Why  have  our  towns  been  attacked,  and  houses  tle'a*. 
<<  troyed  ?    Why  have  the  persons  of  nianjr  of  our  most 
^<  respectable  Bi-ethren  been  seized  upon,  torn  from  all  , 
<<  their  connections,  and   confined  on  board    of  ships   ? 
<*    Was    all   this   to   bring   about    a  recoticiliation    ?^^  * 
The  same  paper  goes  on  in  a  well  supported,  and  very  iin» 
prressive  strain  of  eloquent  indignation,  urging  the  pal- 

Sable  contradictjion  between  the  words  and  the  act^  oj^. 
lunmore— reminding    the  people  of  Virginia  of  thos* 
lights  which  «  nature  and  nature's  god''  had  bestowed  upoa  ^ 
them  in  common  with  those  of  Great  Britain,  and  empha^ 
tieally  adverting  to  the  frequent  attempts  made  by  the^ 
British  Parliament  at  taxation  without  representatioiu«^^ 
^<  Had  we  immediately  taken  up  arms,''the  author  exclaims^., 
*»  to  assert  our  rights  and  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  unl;iw> 
«<  ful  power,  though  our  cause  would  have  been  just,  y^ 
**  our  conduct  tvould  have  been  precipitate^  and  so  far  blar 
^<  mabfe.    We  might  then,  with  some  shadow  of  justice 
^'  have  been  charged  with  rebellion,  or  a  disposition  to  rebeL 
*<  But  this  was- not  the  way  we  behaved. — We  petitioned 
^  once  and  again  in  the    most  respectful  manner  ;  We 

V  hoped  that  the  righteousness  of  our  cause  would  appear> 
«f  that  our  complaints  would  be  heard  and  attend^to* 
€i  We  wished  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  and  sOTong 

V  proceeded  in  this  fruitless  track,  that  our  not  adopting  a 
^  more  vigorous  opposition  seemed  rather  to  arise  from  a 
^  spirit  of  meanness  and  fear,  than  of  peace  and  loyalty  ; 
*f  and  all  that  wc  gained  wds  to  be  more  greivously  op» 
<<  pressed.  At  length,  we  resolved  to  ifithhold  our  comr 
<.<  hicrce  from  Britain,  and  by  thus  effecting  her  interest^ 
<*  oblige  her  to  redress  our  grievances*  But  in  this,  wc  al- 
<(  so  have  been  disapi^rainted.  Our  associations  have  been 
4>  deemed  unlawful  combinations,  and  opposition  to  Gq* 
«<  vernment ;  we  have  been  entirely  deprived  of  our  trade 
<.<  to  foreign  countries,  and  even  amongst  ourselves  ;  and 
<<  fleets  and  armies iiave  been  sent  to  reduce  us  to  a  com* 
</  pliancf  with  the  unjust  and  arbitrary  demands  of  the  Bri* 
f  ^  tish  minister,  and  a  corrupt  parliament.  Reduced  t<i 
«  such  circumstances,  to  what  could  we  liave  recourse  btt( 
f«  to  arms  ?  Every  other  expedient  having  been  tried^ 
^'  and  found  ineffeetiKil,  this  alone  was  left ;  and  this  we 
«<  have,  at  last,  unwillingly  adopted.-^If  it  be  rebellion  to 
f<  take  up  arms  in  such  a  cause  as  this,  rebellion,  then,  i$ 
<«  not  (only  a  justifiable,  but  an  honorable  thing.  But,  let 
|<  us  not  be  deceived  by  empty  sounds*  They  who  call 
^<  us  rebels,  cannot  make  us  so.  Rebellion  is  open,  and  a^ 
«^  vows  opposition  to  lawful  authority :  but  it  is  usurped  aii^ 
*<  arbitrary  power  which  we  have  determined  to  oppose.  . 
f<     ' 


^  •    V«  are  SntifU  members  of  soei^y,  aM  tfct  penMu    CHAP. 
^  who  endeavor  to  tob  \xs  of  our  fights,  tRcy  ai'c  rebels,        iV. 

^  rebels  t0  ihdr  country  ^nHio  Hie  nghrs  of  human  na-  

^ture.^'  «B=»*^ 

We  fauTe  here  transeribed  almost  the  whole  of  thits  ner-. 
Vonsand  animated  piece,  because  it  appears  to  have  been  ' 

•  faithful  echo  of  the  public  sentiments.  The  author  con- 
dudes  with  soDne  forcible  and  appropriate  remarks  on  that 
part  of  the  Proclamation  which  invited  the  slaves  to  arms^ 
txposing,  in  all  its  turpitude,  the  demoralizing  and  sub- 
tersive  tendency  of  the  measure,  and  the  inherent  cruelty 
oTlhut  selfish  and  treacherous  policy,  the  sole  aim  of  which 
evidently  was  to  enlist  into  a  service  equally  fraught  with 
difficuHy,  labor,  and  peril,  the  robust  and  the  yonng,  whiirt 
St  abandoned  the  infirm,  the  aged,  the  women,  and  chiK 
liren,  to  the  resentment  of  iniured  and  exaspei-atcd  mas^ 
i^rs  ; — and  solemnly  warning  the  credulous  objects 
of  an '  hypocritical  benevolence  against  the  snares  of  a 
laitfiless  and  wily  tyrant,  who,  after  accomplishing  his 
own  ends,  if  however,  such  ends  could  at  all  be  aecom« 
plished,  would  either  give  up  tlie  offending  fugitives  to  the 
irigor  of  t  lie  laws  which  they  had  infringed,  or  mercilessly^ 
wrrender  them  to  the  horrors  of  a  worse  bondage,  under 
the  inclement  sky,  and  the  still  more  inclement  institutions 
of  the  West  Indies;  or,*  at  best,  leave  tliem  unprotecte4 
Und  defenceless  to  the  fate  of  prosenbed  vagabonds,  ia 
Irhose  utter  destruction  all  civilized  societies  would  feel  e» 
qually  interested. — Such  wei-e  Ihc  effusions  of  the  gene, 
tal  feeling  on  the  subject  of  this  desperate  effort  of  expi- 
Thig  despotism.  We  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  notice  the 
energetic  and  dignified  declaration  made  on  the  same  sub- 
ject by  the  Representatives  of  Virginia  assembled  in  gene* 
tal  Convention. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  most  active  measures  were  pursu-»  ^ 

ed  to  crush  the  local  ascendency  of  Dunmore,  and  to  render 
lus  ruthless  and  depi*edatory  career  transient  as  the  tor- 
tent  which  it  resembled  in  its  effects     Col.  Woodfonl  em-     wWfori 
imrked  his  men  at  Sand;  Point  and  crossed  over  to  Cob-  crosses 
liam,  in  order  to  join  the  first  detachment  ofxthe  Virginia  ^^^J?.^^ 
Ibrces  already  stationed  there.  For  the  purpose  of  prevent-  Pourt!! 
Ing  his  passage,  a  large  lender  had  been  oixlered  up  fi^om 
the  hostile  flotilla,  then  moored  in  view  of  James  Town.— ^ 
Tliis  tender,  the  bi*avc  Woodford  was  determind  to  attack ; 
but  as  soon  as  liis  boats  were  manned  and  bc{^n  to  advance 
from  the  shore,  the  tender  ticked  about^^and  resumed  its 
lale  station.    This  continued  series  of  disappointment  and   ' 
disj^ce  equally  humbjed  and  exasperated  the  enemy.     In, 
their  niortificalion,  the  man  of  war  and  tenders,  for  a  long  ^ 
time,  fired  witli  incredible  fury  at  the   men  posted  neai- 
JaTies  Town.     After  thus  fruitlessly  venting  their  impotent 
rage^  they  all  fell  down  the  rivcr^  to  reinfoi-cc  the  late  Go-s 


9i  H!9t6RY'b»  ' ;, 

CHAP.       Tib  appcaratfee  of  WooiirnrtJ,  whh  the  fowes  imdeF 

iV.        oommano,  was  anxiously  looked  lor  by  the  [ladjot^-  ia  the 
_______  lower  eoumi*;^,   egpeciall;^  h}  those  of  3ii^<^1^9  whose  hitif* 

^'■■'?'"'*"  ation  daily  beeaiui*  moit  erii.ioal.     H  eoofopmiiy  wi»h  ilttO 
system  announced  kk  his  proelamationv  Duninore  hud  seMin 
bis  standard  in  the  counties  of  NoHMk  and  Prioeess  Aiiu^  ' 
ififfued  orders  to  the  militia  oap}.Hiiis  for  losing  a  boiiV  -dx  . 
men  to op])ose  the  colonial  arnij;  (i)  pr^sejibed  to  all  thCL-i 
inhabitants,  and  violentl}  extorted  from  some,  a  declarat^*  ^ 
Oath  pre.  on,  or  oath,  by  which  they  were  made.  •*  to  aeknowtedgft  " 
^ibed    by  '<  t hen lise Ives  sensible  of  the  en%rs  and  guilt  into  whieb  the  ' 
•uBBioie.     «<  colony  had  been  misleil,  under  color  of  seeking  redrew  j-  * 
^  (^)  to  abjure  the  auihority  of  those  factious  men,  wfio^ 
*♦  umier  the  various  liames  of  committees,  coovenlious  an4 
<<  congresses,  had  usurped  the  legislative  and  executive  po\¥*  «. 
<«  ers  of  government,  and  were  in  a  state  of  actual  rebellion 
**  against  their  lawfuf  sovereign  ;  to  promise  faith  and  aL- 
*<  Icgiance  to  his  most  sacred  majesty,  George  III;  oppbsiA 
<<  tion  to  apuied  bodies  of  men  collected,  without  any  le^^., 
<*  authority,  in  various  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  the  defenee^- 
'<  ^^ainst  such  tioops,  of  the  passes  into  their  respect !▼<» 
<*  Counties,  to  the  verj  fast  drop   of  their  Tilood/'     Bent 
iipoo  thimroco\ering«  by  sti*atagem  and  violence,  bis  lost 
authority,  exulting  in  fortuitous  success*  and  in  the  swell- 
ing multitude  of  the  tnoiley  partizans  daily  resorting  to  hi» 
standard,  eager  besides,  to  improve  every   momentary  and 
Ourmope   h>ca!  advantage,  be  had  resolved  on  possessing  himself  of 
thr&Mens      SufTolk,  in  order  to  destroy  the  provisions  colkctetl  at  that 
^ii'^*^^        place  for  the  colonial  forces,  locarr^'  with  greater  success 
bis  Proclamation  into  effect,  and.  Anally,  to  make  such  dis- 
posi<]ot^s  as  might  enable  him  tointei*cept  the  mai*ch  of  tho 
atriot  army  towards  Norfolk.     The  intelligence  of  this 
os<ile  design  had  justly  alarmed  the   people  of  SuflTolk^ 
then  in  a  defenceless  state.     Willis  Riddick.  a  zealous  citi- 
zen  wl.o  commanded  the  militia,  hastily  drew  up  part  of 
thoin  togi»tlier,  but  these  were  batlly  provided  with  arms,  - 
am*  aiinitiinition.     He,  therefore,  lost  no  time  in  represent^ 
inj^to  Col.  Woodford,  and,  through  him,  to  the  Committee 
of  S;  fety,  the  exposed  and  dangerous  situation  of  the  plnee, 
solieiTrng*   at  the  same  time  such  assistance  as  might  deter 
'    Dunmor^  from  his  meditated  attack,  or  foil  him  in  his  si- 
I  nister  sc1iemes,should  ho  actually  attempt  to  carry  them  in- 

r        '  to  execution.     This  call    for  a«3istailce    reached  Colonel 

Ap»ty  is  ^^^'*^''*^'*^' ^"  ^^'^"''?;hl  of  ilie  20ib   November;  early   the 
''4eu.c:.e(lby  m  \t  morning,  he dei ached  a  pariv  of  21ft  lig!i»  troops,  ^lOS 
Wo*Hii>itl     of  tbem  excellent  riflomcn)  inuler  t^jc  eoiuin:\Md  of  li^Mite- 
"i^'pi^^^    nant  Col.Scott,  Mi.jor  A^.l^^^   M.    rui-orhcf  mc  »♦*  r  of!!'  ers  j 

(1)     Appendix,  No.  >. 
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Areetinff  them  to  make  a  forced  march,  to  watch  the  more-    CH  A  P« 
mentsortbe  enemy*  and,  by  every  possible  efforr,  to  pre-.       IV. 
▼ent  the  farther  progress  of  Duomoret  until  the  ihain  body  ^^^_^ 
of  the  eolonial  array  oould  reaeh.the  intended  Held  ofac-  ===^» 
tion.    This  decision  and  promptiiude  of  Woodf(»rd,  and 
tlie  alacrity  manifested  by  the  detuehmentt  es.cited  univer- 
sal appkiuse.     The  exiiediency  of  waiting  Tor  an  addiTion- 
af  supply  of  various  implements  of  war,  top;ether  witii  (he 
diifieulty  of  procuring  waggons  for  the  conveyanee  of  the 
baggage,  somewhat  retarded  the  departure  of  the  gallant 
commander  himself;  but  he  soon   followed  with  the  rest  He  marehei 
of  his  men,  and  arrived  at  Sofiblk  un  the  Z5th.  there  hhu* 

The  object  of  this  expedition  were  libth  just  and  salu-  ^^^ 
tary.    They  chiefly  embraced  the  •*  protection  and  defence 
of  the  persons  and  the  property  of  all  friends  to  linej'iea.'^ 
—On  this  subject,  the  instructions  delivered  to  Woodford 
by  the  Committeeof  sal'etyareeuiphaticaily positive;  nnd^ 
whilst  they  direct  **  that  Tories,  sind  others   who  take  an 
active  part  against  their  country  are  to  be  considerinl  as 
enemies,  they  solemnly  call  on  the  hjinanitv  and  discre- 
tion of  the  commanding  officer,  to  prevent  the   wanton  q^  . 
damage  and  destruction  of  any   persons'  property  wha  s     ^^  infl^* 
ever."    (l)Tbe  malignity  of  the  disaffW)ted,  howevet,  maioryre-. 
eotild  not  be  restrained  by  (heir  conscious '«es.s  of  the  niilM,  ^r^^ *^^ 
humane,  and  even  generous  system  thus  intended  to J)e  ^on  ^^ 
pursued.     Calumnious  and  inflammatory  reports  were  se^ 
ihdously  spread,  ascribing  to  thr^  patriots^  and,  under  their 
Areetioil,  to  the  army  now  on  its  march,  a  plan  of  resent- 
flil  proscription,  and  merciless  severity.      Aware  of  the 
misehievous  tendency  of  such  impressions,  if  suflVred  to  Oecl^tttiQa 
tftke  root  ili*the  public  mind,  and  intent  uiion  conciliatory,  ^'  ^»^  ^^^• 
i»t  apon  irritating  measiires,  the  Committee  of  safety  i^^,tu«c- 
thought  it  proper  to  issue  on  the  subject,  the  following  de-  ufran 
daratf on :—  '  •  ^ , 

**  Whereas  divers  reports  have  been  propagated  that  the 
*♦  army  destined  to  guard  and  protect  the  inhabitants  of       ^ 
**  the  counties  of  Norf  Ik  and  Princess  Anne  and  the  parts  '     v 
^adjacent,  were  empowered  and  directed  to  destroy  the    ■ 
^  houses  and  property  of  particula   persons  in  some  of  the   ' 
**  towns  in  those  parts,  who  have  been  justl>  alarmed  by         * 
^  such  false  and  malicious  reports :  in  order,  therefore,  to    '    '^ 
**  do  JQstiee  to  the  public  in  general,  and  to  satisfy  all  pri-? 
^  vate  persons  in  particular,  the   Committee  of  Safety  ^  * 

^  think  it  necessary  to  declare,  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
*•  ner,  that  the  Ubove  mentioned  reports  have  been  propa-  •  *^       • 
^ gated  without  having  the  least  foundation  in  truth,  i^    .   .•   ' 
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CHAP.   ^  h9xipg,^^\ftem  deiermlned^  aod  the  avnity  affareMiM  VeJngi 

*  IV,       •<*iusliuca'd  partujularly  to  support  and  protect  the  ppp^ 

<^  ftons  Hud  propedj  of  all  friend^  to  Anu^rica,  mid  iuh^ 

*i  ■    .  •'^  "  Vantonly  to  damajse and destroj^ ike propei^y  of  wj p^ir* 

<*  son  wbatSQeviep» 

jPyMr4frqfthe  CammUteef 

•  Jfc:DAlUKDFENDLET0ir,Pre4deB*. 

November      About  tljis  t,\mfd  niew   evidence  was  afforded  of  the  ^x(« 

26  tent  aail  diaboiiqal  nature  of  the  fiagitious  seheqnes  seeret^ 

Connell/jB,  ly   fnuiied  and   matured  by   the  treachei*ous  Dunmore^ 

^^^^  against  that  vei^  colony  of  ^hich  he  professed  liiiubelf  the 

g'  ardian,  the'proteetor.and  the/  friend.     The  part  of  Hose 

«ebeuies  to  %hieh  a  referei^ee  is  now  maile^  contemplated 

no  less  than  an  active  eo  operation  of  tjie  IntCaos  ivith  th» 

'    diHuffected  ip  the  back  settlements,  fuid,  by  penetrating; 

tlu'ough  the  interior  of  Virginia,  in  hostile  and  foi'midabl^ 

array,  an  ultimate  junction  with  Ounfuore  himself  at  A^ 

lexa'ndri^,  on  the  Potomack,  early  in  tlie  enBi4ng  spring. 

The  principal  aetor  in  this  deeply  laid  intrigue,  uas  one 

Johd  Connelly,  a  native  of  Lancaster  cpunty  in  Feun«i 

sylvania.   This  -roan,  conspicuous  for  bis,  bole),  enterpri^ 

sing,  restless,  artful  disp$.'«ition,  had   presented  him^lf 

,      to«^nuninore  towards  the  latter  end  of  July  preceding^ 

with  eettain  proiM)&als,  equally  flattering  to  the  resents 

meut   sftid  to  the  ho|)es  of  the  exasperated  Govecpor.«m 

He  w.  9.  ofcourse*  lavorahly  heard,  and  highly  encouraged. 

A  pl»n  was  jointly  formed,  that  seemed  to  promise  inf^lU 

ble  success*    Assurances  of  ampl^  rewanls  froni  Piuimdn^ 

were  conveyed  to  such  pfli^^ers  of  the  militia,  on  the  froa* 

tiei'sof  Augirsta  county,  as  were  thjoughtwell  inclined  t« 

the  ro>al  cause,  and  willing  to  evince  their  devotedness.  t<K 

the  sovereign*  by  placing  themselves  under  the  command 

of  Connelly:.    Already  the  Indians  on  f  tie   Ohio  had  bee^ 

.^pi*epared  to  act  in'concert  with  him  against  the  friends  of 

' «       ^    America  in  that  t|uarter.    To  consolidate  this  seheme» 

and  the  better  to  conpect  its  ejitensive  ramifications,  the 

;     eraft>  adventurer  wa«,  about  tlie  15th  of  September,  'dis«* 

patched  by   Dunmore  to  t  General  Gage  at  Boston  ;  and^ 

towards  the  middle  of  October,  he  returned  with  instructi- 

/       ;       on«  from  the  latter.    These  instruetions  contained   a  full 

deve1o|)enN'nt  of  the  whole  design.    Connelly  jthe  original 

projcotor,  was  invested  with  the  grade  of  Lieutenant  (^0-4 

i  lon^i  conipiandant  of  a  regiment  to  be  raised  among  tbet 

IjK>}alistH  of  the  frontiei^  settlements*    He  was  to  proceed 

^to  Detroit,  and  there  to  be  reinforced  with  several  compa«% 

nicH  of  the  Royal  Irish,  by  Captain  Lord,  then  stationed 

a1  F'»rt  Gage,  in  the  Illinois  Country.     From  the  different 

garriffons  in  those  parts,  field  pieces,  and  military   stores 

"V'^re  to  be  furnished  him.    No  artifice  calculated  to   sc- 

d^h'ft  thf  Indian  (/hicfj*  into  an  efficient  eo-operation,  no  eft 

fort  likely  to  inTigoiate  the  sicaws  of  sava^  waifarcU 
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Iki  to  WMiAn  nnM^d.    tWt  Fitt  was  iixei  iiiw«i  lU  tlie    CH At*. 
gt^qeral  reiidezvtius  of  all  the  forces  thus  to  act  umler  Con-        IV. 
iieMy.    Thence  they  would  have  cP0:«e6  the  4llfghau{es, 
and,  roarchini;  through  Virginlay  joined  bunniore«  on  the 
^th  of  April  ensuing,  at  Alcxandpia,-Whei*e  an^army  was 
to  lartd^  under  the'  cannon  of  shi^s  of  war.     Of  iliit 
town,  the  conspirators  hoped  to  possess   themselves  with 
the  utiuostTaeiltty.    For  a  long  time,  Partune  seemed  to 
faToiir  (Ills  apparently  well  concerted  and  formidatde  plot, 
ill  the  prosecution  of  which  Conrieify  had  often  travelled  t4» 
Considerable  disfanees,  and  in  various  direefionn,  without 
*lneeting  with  any  serious   obstacle  ordanger.x  At  lengili, 
the  mystery  in  which  his  nefarious  practices  had   been 
Iutherto:^hi'ouded9  was  liappily  removed    Certain  suspieions 
arosein  the  breastof  a  Patriot,  who  knew  an  fndiahCiMnmis- 
issary  between  whom  and  the  Governorej.presses  frequent* 
ly  passed,  to  be  hostile  to  the  American  eause.    These  sunpi. 
eions  indtteed  the  seizure  of  an  express  of  this  deseriptiont 
whose  papers  led  to  a  partial  discovery  of  the  plot   and  its 
authors,  and  enabled  a  colonial  conrmittee  to  take  propter 
measures  for  the  arrest-ation  of  Connelly.     As  the  latter, 
« therefore,  was,  in  company  with  two  other  persons,   pro* 
ceeding  to  Detroit,  the  destined  theatre  of  his  ftrst  opera- 
tlonsr,  a  pai-ty,  purposely  stationed  on  his  roote,  8top(>ed 
him  together  with  his  companion;^,  about  five  mi^es  above 
Uagerstown*    Tliey  were  brought  for  examination  before 
the  Cotlnty-Commirtee  at    Frederick-town   in    MaryLiiid, 
.  ten  days  after   Connelly's  parting   with  Lord   Dunniore. 
The  two  individuals  who  attended  him  on  his  j'>»irn(;>  u.rc 
Allen  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  Dr.  John  Smiih, 
also  a  Scotchman,     The  former  had  been  induced  to  em- 
bark in  this  hazardous  undertaking  by  the  grant  of  a  eom- 
.  mission,  as  ist  lieutenant  under  Connelly,  and  by  assurances 
of  rapid  promotion  ,•  and  the'latter,  if  his  o  *  «f  declaratit4^ 
be  credited,  by  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  to  tiie  projrct- 
dl  regiment.     Upon  searching  and  exrjnining  their^  bag- 
gage, a  general  plan  of  the  whole  sclieme  was   fouiuU  with 
large  sums  of  money,  a  letter  from  Dunmore  to  one  of  liie 
Itndian  phiefs,  ant^other  authentic  documents  caleuliited 
fully  to  disjiel  every  doubt,  and  to  fix' upon  the  agems   a<id 
repi-esentatives  of  monarchy  the  ad<Utional  stigma  of  ij:li- 
ous  machinations  against  a  Colony  that  Imd  hitherto  pro- 
fessed none  but  constitutional  objects.     Dun morc*s  letter 
(1 J  was  seasoned  conformably  to  the  Indian  tiiste,   that  is 
couehed  in  a  style  highly  figurative,  and  h\,i*erbolicully  fra- 
ternal.    It   wjis   lovingly  a<ldres»ed   to  , Brother   Captaia 
jrWtc-ei/%^wilha  i-equest  that   he   should  eoiivey  to    the 
Corji^siam^'a0kA\  as  to  the  ehiefs  of  tbt*  Mnrydis,  un('  liie 
rest  of  I  lid  ^ii  ir^ions,  the  sentiments   »li*u^b   it  euntiiMed. 

(  X )  •Appcn4ll^No.  4v 
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GH  \P.    That  usas  a  plot  originally  cdatriTed  witl^  profomHl  anfl  w^ 
IV.«        nmzing  secreoj^r,  and*  in  its  subsequent  stages,  tnan:i|2;ed 
uith  consummate  skill,  brought  by  patriotic  vigilance  and 
""  zeal  to  an  untimely  crvtasli»ophe.      Tbe  result  only  con- 

tributed to  feed  (he  flame  of  public  discontent,  and  to 
injure  the  cause  which  the  boM  and  wily  projectors  had 
.    intended  to  promote.         v    , 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  Colonel  Woodford,  with 
Proceed.    ^^^  ■"***"  ^^^^y  ^^  ^^^  Virffinia  forces,  reached   SnflTolk  on 
ian  at  Suf  the  2.^th  of  this  month.     His  appearance  was  hailed  by  the 
fot  Patriots  as  the  harbinger  of  victory,  and  of  future,  secui-itj 

to  the  Lower  Country.  .  Several  mounted  volunteers  here 
joined  him.  Here,  too,  be  found  under  confinement  eight 
suspected  persons*  among  others,  one  Wallace  ami  his  ^be-  , 
trothed  mistress,  withayoung  Marylander,  taken  in  arms  a<- 
gainst  Vii^inia«  The  Committee  of  safety  was  immedi* 
ately  consulteil  on  the  measures  which  it  woufd  be  proper 
'to  adopt  in  relation  to  those  Prisoners.  It  appears  that 
TValface's  attachment  little  partook  of  those  romantic  and 
g]o>i^ing  transports  which  would  have  induced  an  impassi* 
oned  lovei  to  prefer  confinement,  with  the  object  of  his  af- 
fections to  liberty  without  heiv;  for,  no  serious  charge  be* 
ing  alled^ed  against  him,  he,  w|th  peculiar  warmth,  solicit^ 
cd  a  speedy  release,  Mr.  Page,  the  member  of  the  Com-' 
'  inittee  of  Safety,  on  whom  this  jiart  of  the  public  corres- 
pondence had  devolved,  confiding  in  Woodford's  pnulence 
and  humanity,  left  to  bis  decision  the  itianagement  of  this 
delicate  matter,  recomnriehding;  at  the  same  time,  polite 
attention  and  tender  treatment  to  the  lady,  and  the  promo* 
tion  of  her  matrimonial  hopes.  <*  The  young  Mar>  lander 
•*  taken  in  arms  against  us,*'  he  fadded.  «•  I  should  wish  to 
**  send  to  Maryland,  and  eonsignhim  over  to  the  resentment 
•*  of  an  honest  Committee  of  his  own  country.** — ^The  same 
letter  contained  the  sjvetch  of  a  counter-proclamation,  of 
which  no  use  seen»s  to  have  been  made  by  Woodford. 

The  detachment  under  S(K)tt  and  Marshall,  not  having 
met  with  the  enemy  in  the  environs  of  Suffolk,,  continued 
^eottadran-  their  march  with  unabated  alacrity,  and  advanced  within 
*^.^V*a  **'^*"^  eight  miles  of  Great-Bridge,  securing  In  their  ppo- 
*^Novanber  g'**'***  espe^'ially  in  the  vicinitj  of  Veep  Creekf  several  ob- 
28  noxious  characters.     Intel ligence  was  there  obtaitied  that 

th^  Great-Bridge,  a  pass  of  primary  importance,  as  it  o- 
pened  to  the  colonial  army  I  he  only  avenue  to  Norfolk,  was 
guarded  nierely  by  Blacks,  and  an  inconsiderable  body  of 
disiiflVcted  Inhabitants.  This  information  afforded  new 
motives  foraeiivitv  and  dispatch.  Accordingly,  after  or- 
dering three  small  parties  toiii aids  the  waters  to  secure 
and  eollect  all  the  boats  to  one  place,  a  n]ifi||||rMrhich  was 
f  promptly  and  easily  effected.  liieutenani  Scw  jSnmed  his 
m^rcli,  and  re.iched  the  r.ridi>e  about  I*  4V!f«ftk,  on  the 
^         Milu    X  sehem  e  to  eat  off  some  advan^^ei^ipels  of  tto 


«^niy,fi^e4  of  ife  chief  ot^c.  (be  party  defaetiedi  foF    CHAP, 
tlia^  purpose  baying  unfortunately  hepfi  bewildered  in  the        lY. 
marshes.     One  of  their  men  on1>  was  wounded*  and  a  few 
iosij^nificant  arlieles,  belonging  l^o  ibem,  sefzed  upon.     At 
snnf-set,  as  the  offieers  w^e  eonsulting  on  the  best  mVlliod 
of  obtaining  possession  of  the  Fort*  their  men*  in  the  act  of     Hostai*ie» 
disebar^ng  their  wet  pieces,  fired  several  shot  at  the  ene-  commenceil 
toy.    The  latter  quickly  returned  the  lire  of  the  Colonials;  ^^^e. 
aoil.inthis  prelude  to   the  fierce  e  )ntest  now  at  hand*  a 
private  in  Capt*  Josiaii  ParkeKs  company  was  killed.     By 
th«^>  council  of  war*  Sfn»t(  was  unanimously  advised  to  uiarcli 
tli«*  next  nioming  all  the  troops*  except  one  company*  to  the 
boats  about  five   miles  bfelow*  thereto  ero^s*  apd  attack  .  ^^j^J^^ 
the  enemy  in  the  re^r*  whilst  the  company  left  would   be  Attack  on 
able*  from  behind  the  houses  to  prevent  their  re^treating  o-  the  enemy- 
Tcr  the  Bridge.    Thus  would  part  of  the   hostile  force  be 
destroj^ed— an  imporiant  pass  secured— ^the  capture  of  the 
Fort  rendered  more  easy — the  attack  on  Norfolk  accejcra- 
ted— and  dismay  struck  at  once  in  to  the  enemy.     All  these 
were^substantiid  and  brilliant  objects*  nor  would  the  ardor 
and  courage  of  eii^^er  ofliiers  or  men  have  shrunk^r'Riu  the 
glorious  task,  had  not  subHctjucnt    inrormation   cL^arly  <e^ 
Tinced  the  expedleiicv  of  waiting  for  the  mam  body  of  the 
army.    T6  titis  delay  Lieutenant  Scott  was  further  ini^ued 
by  tbe'cautious  i>ijunctions  of  Woodf  »nK     This  excv»llent 
officer*  whonatupally  comhincd  prtidence  with  inirepidity* 
wa'fe  deeply  sensible  of  the  tendency  which  early  operatious  •    i     j 
generaHy  have  to  determine  the  character  ami  fate  of  aoi^ 
appeal  to  ar^ns';  and*  in  such  a  cause  and  at   such  a  June^ 
tifre,  he  >vou!d  reluctantly  have  stakrd  the  destinies  of  his 
eonntry,  and  his  own  reputation,  on  contingencies  calcula- 
ted to  dazzle  and  seduce*  but*  in  themselves*  extremely  *  * 
bazanloHs.    To  the  prudential  maxims*  and  matured  sys- 
tem of  action*  inculcated  on  his  mind  hy  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  the  illustrious  Washington  himself,  he  had 
resolved  steadily  to  adhere  (^  ) ;  and  the  autiiority  under 
whose  direei ion  he  acted,  bad  uniformly  recommended  to 
Wm  discretiop  and  wariness  ^2).     Besides,  a  diversion  in 
his  favour*  by  an   attack  on  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  was, 
at  this  very  time*  preparing  in   Williamsbur;.';;  and*  from  ^ 
Korih  Carolina,  the  assistance  of  a  body  of  troops,  then 
stationed  at  Currituck*  within  a  day's  march  of  the  Oreat 
Briilf^e*  had  been  generously  tendered.    Of  all  this.  W<;<m1- 
ford   was    fully    apprized.     Under   such    circumstance?, 
<hous;h  pleased  with  the  enthuHiasm  of  the  troops,  and  con- 
fidently relying  on  their  bravery,  he  tfiought  that  a  com- 


(1)    Appendix,  No.  A 


t^  -  HlSTORt  OP 

Clf  A^J  ptet^  and  deeistvfe  virfot7  wouM  not  bd  too  ffearV  t>i^^'- 
IV*  chased  al^the  price  of  seme  inconsideraBlcwflelay  ;  ami  hfs 
'  frlcas  on  this  subject  happening  uJtImatHjr  to  coinetde  with 

^^^^^"^  those  impressed  on  Lieutenant  Scoh's  mind  by  more  paf- 
tieular  enquiries  into  the  enemy's  force,  the  projected  at- 
'^at^lanii  taek  was  for  the  present  reRnquishetl,  The  patriots  fon- 
ireUiiq^uisU.  tented  themselves  with  throwing  up  a  strong  breasi-w^orlCt 
^  and  stationing  under  coverV  within  one  hundred  and  sixty 

yards  of  the  hostile  Fort,  a  party  of  choice  riflemen,  wUcse- 
Unerrinpffire  sorely  galled  their  opponents.  Major  S|K>ts«^ 
Wood,  with  two  companies  of  rejjjulars,  advanced  to  rein* 
force  the  detachment  already  at  the  Great-Bridge  ;  and^a 
body  of  volunteers  was  stationed  between  that  post  and 
SufRdh,  in  order  to  keep  open  the  necessary  communicati- 
on, and  to  cut  off  all  sources  of  intelligence  to  theenf'my 
'  ^  from  that  quarter.    Many  of  the  inhabitants  rallyed  roiind 

'  tlifir  country's  standard,  whilst  others  still  adhered  lo 
Dunmore.  To  disarm  these,  scouting  parties  explored  the 
'  adjacent  country  in  every  direction.  Two  companies  of 
3^voco1npA^  militia  who  had  assembled,  in  conformity  fo  the  late  Oo- 
Fered'^ilait  ^^••nor's*»rders,  were  in  one  of  those  excursions,  dtspersctl 
ii!<Lpew.  by  Colonel  Well^,  at  ihe  head  of  a  party  of  Volunteers^ 
cdby  WeOa  an  '  tlicip  officers  j^ecured. 

After  a  short  stay  at  Suffolk,  the  interval  of  wliieh  wa* 

,     actively  employed  in  p^pviding  for  the  security  oft  he' a<I* 

sti^^s^^  jacent  country,  and  in  procuring  new  supplies  of  mirit;iry 

fromsSfolk  implements,  Woodford  himself  mar(*hed  with  th»*  main  bo- 

,  to  thcGreat  dy  of  the  troops,  towards  the  Great  Biidpje, 'where  he  »p^ 

cem^*^ 2^  *''^^*'  ^^  ^''^  ^^'  ^'^^  ^^ December.     Ife  found  tire  emmy 

^^^  ^        posted  on  the  otiierside  of  the  Bridge,  in  a  stockade  Fort, 

^  ^   with  two  4  pounders,  some  swivels  and  a  few  other  smalt 

pieces.     Their  whole  force  amounted  to  about  260  men ; 

nearlji'  200  regulars,  including  the  Grenadiers  of  the  l+tb 

regiment,  and  a  body  of  Norfolk  volunteers  ;  the  rest   a 

motley  and  despicable  inixture  of  blacky  and  whites,  com- 

manded  by  Sergeants  of  the  regular  trorfjis,  and  bydisuC- 

fected  individuals,  acting  as  .officers.     M'oodfonl  immedi- 

t  *    ately  pvoeeeded  to  raise  a  sti*ong  breast  work,  on  the  low* 

^erations  ^^  ^^^,^  ^f  ^^^  sli'cet,  adjacent  to  the  causeway  ;  and,  in 

ailvance  of  f.iat  breast  work,  ccntinelswei'e  posted,  under 

CD  er  cf  large  heapf:  of  rubftish,  at  a  small  distance  from 

the  Bridge,  some  parts  of  which  the  enemy  had  purposely 

fjestrojcd.     At  the  same  time,  batteries  wei-e  commenced 

for  the  eannon  hourly  expecnd,  in  a  situation  whence  it 

might  play  with  tlic  grt»atest  advantage  upon  the  hostile 

*F«rt.   Byhlsinstructioiis,  MV.'Klfoi*d  was  authorised  to  call 

in  i^uincient  aid  from  the  nilniite  men  and  militia  of  the 

nei^rhbouring  Counties  ;  but  tJicsr,  with  the  exception  of  a 

few  individuals  could  not  lie  relk-d  on  ;  and  had  uot  it  Ijoen 

*^  fo'the  t?m<:Iy  arrival  of  U?e  dotarhment  under  l/ieo^enan| 

Scott,,  it  js  probab'o  tjhit  srcvcral  oilier  Counties  b«iMes 
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llbrfi^  and  PrnceH-Aniiif  would  fukW  joiMd  Dim^    CHilP. 
IMore.    Eyea  among  thuset  M(ho,  in  that  quarter*  resort- .      IV.  - 
fid  to  tlie  ttaiidard  of  their  Count ry,  few   were  disposed  * 
to  aet   vith  vi^r.    These  circumstances  rendered  the  ■ "'  *    '"^ 
ptonaptand  eScicnt  aid  of  the  troops  offered  by  Korth-Ca-     offer  of 
^olina  highly  deJirable-^nAceordingly,  Woodibrd  urged  troop«  trom 
theiv    eoH>|ieration«    recommending   to   their    able  and  ^^^^^^^^^^ 

Eailanl  CouuBandaT)  Col.  liobt.  Howe*  tQ  bring  no  men  ^"*»«^^i^* 
uf  auch  as  were  well  proirided  with  arms,  and  announcing  oeceoaitr^l 
hia  ii*t>  ption  to  order  theni  to  be  furnished  with  pj  o?is'*ona 
from  the  Commissary Jn  the  same  manner  as  the  Virginia 
troops,  until  he  should  receive  further  directions,  on  that 
bead,  from  l&e  proper  autliority.    Howe,  no  less  ardent 
jtHim  mn^fre  in  the  popular  cause  eagerly  anxious  to  pro«» 
mote  (hi)  glorious  olgeot  for  which  he  and  his  men  had  ta«« 
ken  tJie  ^eld,  overjoyed,  besides,  at^reeogniziug  in  \Vood« 
4»rd  the  brother-officerf  the  aequaintanee,  and  the  friend^ 
dfor^  in  thelast  war,  they  had,  on  the  banks  of  the  Holslon^ 
Igiowa  and  esteemed  each  other)  expressed  a  cheerfuk  rea« 
diness  to  effect  with  all  possible  dispatch  the  contemplatedl 
juoetioi^  and  promised  his  most  active  exertions  in  procuj« 
ismg  the  warlike  implements  deured.    Four  or  five  hun« 
dred  men,  with  some  eannon  and  amm'uniiion,  might,  he 
informed  Woodford,  be  immediately  expected  at  the  Camp# 
and  there  were,  at  different  places  in  North*Carolina,  nino        ' 
bundr^  men  in  motion  to  join  the  Virginians.    Only  part 
of  this  auxiliary  force  speedily  reached  the  Great*  Bridge; 
and  Colonel  Howe  himself,  owiog  to  unavoidable  delays, 
did  not  arrive  there  till  the  lltli.    Much  was  doncy  in  the 
J^ean  time  to  invigorate  and  r^pularise  the  new  army  and 
to  soften  the  chilling  rigours  of  a  winter-campaign,  to  men 
siuidenly  taken  from  their  houses,  and  yet  ttnaecustomed 
to  military  hardships,/ at  all  times  unpleasant,  but  peculiar 
arly  severe  at  so  inclement  a  season*   -^Ifeven  in  the  ma^ 
tarity  of  consolidated  Crovernmen(s,  in  the  lap  of  national 
wealth   and  power,    and   under   the   vivifying    controul 
of  an  active,  vidian!,  and  Experienced  administration,  aiv 
nii;'B  are  often  i^nown  to  suflbr  from  famine,  disease,  as* 
iKTi  jk  of  season,  and  other  incidental  calamities  more 
than  from  the  fire  and  sword   of  the  enemy,  it   is  ea- 
•ily  conceived  that  in  this  infant  state  of  Virginia,  as  a  Bel- 
ligerent, Her  troops  must  have  been  subjected  to  many  in- 
conveniencies  and  deprivations.     On  thoir  march  to  tho 
Great-Bridge,  the  conveyance  of  the  baggage  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  had,  from  want  of  pack  horses,  p?.ck-sad« 
dies,  and  public  waggons,  hern  attende4l  with  consUlcrablo 
delays  and  difiiculties  ;  and  this  circumstance  alone,  inde- 
pendently of  the  great  expenee  whicl\it  must  occasionally 
pi*oduce,  threatened  toa*ender  inaetive,  on  the  most  press- 
ing emergencies,  a  large  portion  of  (he  troops,  an^l  mw-  ^    \ 
ttrially  to  iiyurc  the  military  operations  of  the  country*  . 
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chap/  The  barrcD  region-  in  vbi^b  tfae  army  xas  now  slatHmed^ 
IV.  afibrdi'd  but  a  Meanly  supply  of  com  and  forage  for  tbe  hor- 
ses; and  aft  to  the  men,  their  uneomforlable  situation  is 
strongly  depictured  in  a  letter  from  Woodford  to  the  eont* 
inander  in  ehief'tben  at  liVilliamsburs;.  "  We  are  here^ 
*«  he  wHtest  in  mud  and  mire,  exposed  to  every  hardship 
**  that  ean  be  conceived,  except  the  Vani  of  provisions,  of 
**  which,  however,  our  stock  is  bul  small;  Ilie  men  suffer 
*•  for  shoes,  and  if  ever  soldiers  deserved  a  second  blanket 
<*  in  any  service,  thej  do  in  this.  Our  stock  of  ammuniti- 
**  on  ihuch  reducwl — no  builet-moulds  that  were  good  for  a«* 
<*  n.v  thing  furnished,  to  run  up  our  lead,  *till  tliose  sent  the 
<<  other  day  by  Mr.  Page. — If  these  necessaries  and  better 
'<  arms,  had  been  furnished  in  time  for  this  detachment^ 
<«  thej  might  have  prevented  much  trouble  and  great  ex* 
**  jienceto  the  Colonv-  Most  of  those  arms,  I  received  the 
<<  other  day  from  Williamsburg,  are  rather  to  be  considered 
<<  as  lumber  than 'fit  to  put  int<i  men's  hands  in  the  face  of 
*«  an  enemy.  1  hope  we  shall  be  better  armed  in  a  few 
^  days.'* 

Yet,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  hardships  ealeulated  to  im- 
pair the  body,  and  depress  the  mind,  Woodford  and  his 
brave  companions  enjoyed  perfect  health  and  unabated 
eheerfhlness.  By -the  most  powerful  of  all  moral  stimn- 
hmts,  the  love  of  country,  they  were  animated  and  support- 
ed. This  noble  and  sacred  sentiment  never  foils  to  stamp 
on  the  defenders  t>f  liberty,  a  character  which  honorably 
distinguishes  them  from  the  satellites  of  mad  ambition,  and 
iron-sceptered  despotism.  It  is  this  sentiment  t^hieh  raises 
men  above  effeminate,  creeping,  cowardly,  selfish,  and  igno- 
ble passions,  breathes  into  them  boldness,  constancy,  hero- 
ism, and  «<  sends  them  into  the  battles  of  their  eountryt 
armed  >vith  holy  and  irresistible  enthusiasm."^  \  I'hc  fer^ 
vid  and  eloquent  letters  of  several  infiuential  members  of 
tlie  Convention,  greatly  contributed  to  feed  the  generous 
ilame. 


Mflckintos](i» 
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Xeetin^  of  the  Convmtiofin^E.  PendUton  is  dppofntei  Fiw 
$ulent — Further  operationa  at  the  Greni  Hridge — Stafetrf 
ihe  Carolina  Iroopd-^The  diaafftcted  destroy  Baelielor^s 
miU'tlapi — Marm  and  preparations  6f  hunmore — Jijffmr 
of  the  Great  Bridge-^ Fordyee  is  kitted  and  his  men  iwtf- 
ei — British  loss — Humanity  of  the  Virginians —  VheBri* 
tish  evacuate  the  Fort — Woodford  is  reinforced — Resolves 
to  march  against  J^orfotk-'-^larm  in  that  toum — Decta^ 
ration  to  the  people  of  Prhi^^s-Jinne  and  JS*orfolk  coun* 
ties — Effects  thereof^Petitions  addressed  to  Woodford  . 
^Relief  afforded  to  ttie  Highlanders — Declarations  i«- 
sned  by  the  Convention — Woodford  enters  J^orf oik — Re^ 
sig^ns  the  chief  command  to  Colonel  Howe — Message  t9 
the  ma^Ht rales  ofJ^'orfotk — Xot  answered — Proceedings 
in  ^i'orfolk — Subsequent  events — American  force  nnder, 
Bmice — Arrival  of  the  frigate  Liverpool — Captain  Bel- 
lew's  message-^Burning  of  J^ojfolk — Some  differences 
amons:  the  officers — Finmtcial  and  other  dvfficutties  of 
the  Colony — Want  of  salt -severely  feU — Colonial  forces 
increased — P.  Henry  resign^ — Ejffervercence  caused  &y 
Ms  resignation  soon  subsides. 

The  Delegates  met  at  Richmond  on  the  Ist  day  of  De-   MfictW  «f 
«ciDbep.     It  had  now  become  necessary  for  theni  to  appoint  ihe^^cn, 
anew  President.     Peyton  Randolph  was  no  more.    1'***^^  ^• 
illustrious  citizen,  distinguished,  at  first,  by  the  eminence  J^^^embcrl 
of  bis  forensie  station,  and  afterwards  by  the  abilities, 
zeal,  integrity,  and  dignity  which  he  dis|dayed  in  the  high* 
«r  offices  of  public  life,  had  been  several  times   rVeted 
Spteaker  of  the  house  of  Burgesses.     On  the  20tli  of  March, 
4775,  he  was  unanimously  appointed  President  of  the  'first 
Convention  ;  and  on  the  11th  of  August  following,  first  no- 
minated one  of  the  Delegates  for  Virginia  to  the  General 
Congres."*    A  new  and  well  merited  honour  awaited  himt 


•  The  vote  stood  as  follows  : 
ftrP.Handolph,       .        ,        89, 
R.  H.Lee,        .        .        .    88, 
Tlionms  Jefferson,       .       85, 
B.  H^irisonv  •       83» 


Tomas  Nelson,       ,        ,        ,•      65, 

R.  Bland,  .  ,        .        .    6J, 

G.Wythe*        .        ,        ,.       .      JSI^* 

.      .         .  J 
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TH  KV.  thew.  "^itTiottt  one  dissentient  voice,  be  was  edlwl  <»  V4|f 
^"v."^*  *sir«Ver  that  great  and  venerable  body  5  andjbile  atte^ 
ine  it.  a  ihird  time,  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  a  sudflea 
««=^  K;  of  apoplexy,  deprived  A"»eriea  of  ttas  nrtuo«^  fimj. 
and  wise  patriot,  in  the  Wtb  year  oT  »««  »f  •  S  frS 
mains  of  this  worthy  Patriot  vete  afterwards  brou|bt  from 
pSe  phSt»  Williamsbm^by  Edmund l^ndolp&,b.8Be^ 
ZwTaoS,  S  November  1776,  deposited  in  the  family  ya«lt> 
?n*he  Co  lege-Chapel,  with  suitable  funeral  solemnit  es^ 
A  suort  thne%efore  his  departure  for  the  general  contme«. 

Si  Stress,  the  eonvention,  observing  ^j«»;gfj:  «•■««;;: 
that  hrwas  much  indisposed,  recommended   o  bun  to  r^ 

tire  for  the  present  from  the  fatigues  «7?W'«  *»^;X 
Se^ng  to  him,  at  U.e  same  time,  their  "nfe.gnedttmnks  f^ 
L  mrmHtediau,Uionto  the  important  '«^f^<'^*J' 
'  Vountry,  and  lus  univearUd  avplicah<m  '«♦«»?  «"*:^^«*i 
'        ful,  and  impartial  duiehurge  of  the  dnhes  of  his  office ,  a^ 
"Lsurinc  him  that  he  had  the  wannest  wishes  of  (he  Ctm> 
Tennon  for  a  Hpeedy  return  0/ health,  and  an  mummiVle^ 
eujoyJnl  of^fditily.    R.  C.  Nicholas  was,  on  ^u 
following  day,  a^^pointed  to  act  as  P«^«*«ntj»"""S  ^^ 
RamloWh's  indisposition  or  absence,  an  aPP«>«rtment  wh  dj 
did  him  great  honour,  and  upon  which  he  reftef®"  <™ 
splendor  of  his  own  worth,  dunngAe  reinaind«fr  of  the 
wr«md    -ission— To  fill  ibe  vacancy  thus  produced  by  the  lament 
Pe^^Zb  ed  death  of  Mr.  Randolph.  "^P^''^'^, r^/r*"''^-^"!! 
a^pomted    qualified  than  ihe  venerable  Edmund  Pendleton.    He  w» 
P^»^«"*-    aocordinely  elected  President.     After  taking  info  ooosi. 
deration  a  dispatch  from  Woodford  respecting  Bis  situa- 
tion, and  that  of  Lord  Dunmore  and  his  motley  »""''»[ 
Ties,  and  solemnly  enjoining  to  the  Commander  of  the  fO^ 
ces  actually  in  the  field,  to  risk  as  little  as  possible  tte 
suceessof  bisarms,  at  so  important  a  crisis,  and,  if  his  nun** 
bers  should  not,  in  his  judgment,  afford  amoral  probalii  - 
ty  of  answering  the  purposes  of  the  exiiedition,  irame«i» 
atelvto  request  the  awistance  of  the  troops  offered  by 
N«»v(h  Carolina,  the  Cotivention  odjoumed   till   Monday- 
following,  tlien  to  meet  in  WiUiamsburg     We  have  al- 
rcH.;y  stale.1  the  rooasures  of  Woodford  in  regard  to   the 
Won  i  -i^arolina  reinforcenients.     Colonel  Wells,  who  had 
ioined  JhePatriotBat  the  head  of  a  few  volunteers,  was 
dispatched  to  meet  those  reinforcements,  and   to  coi.ect 
an«i<ianb»it.  certain  information  of  every  eircumsUnoo 
reliiUv/  to  their  mareb.  ...  t,    ♦ 

lu  the  mean  time,  an  almost  incessant  firing  was  fcept 
up  at  the  Oreat-Bridge,  between  the  Patriots  and  Duir- 

■K.  Bland  having  declined  t!ie  appointment,  on  account  of  his  "**»<;**'« 
^d  Reived  Se  -^umest  lli-nks  of  the  CoiwenUon  for  hu  P*t  »"l!S 
.  F  i  •  ?t  o^'  Lee  w,  •.  nominated  in  Ws  *leiid.    A»er  P.  Randolph's  de^j 
C.  Brwton  was  apppiated  to  succeed  Uim  in  Congr«a». 


jUffrffKtipyi,    #0  the  side  of  the  Virghiiafts,  tltf^Uas  Vas.  €H  A? 
Jnoonnderabley  4is  from  the  Ist.  to  the  9lb  of  Dec'eiutker*        V 

.#iiij  two  jnen  appear  to  liave  been  killedt  and  one  wound-  

led.    Oo  the  iide  of  the  eneray*  many  were  »een  to  &IJ#  es-    -■■         ' 
^^leeially  from  the  destructive  ftre  of  the  riflemeD*  whom    FurtUer 
vl^oodford  had  directed  uotto  discharge  their  pieces  with-  peraiions 
^«Mt  a  good  ohaaee4>f  effect.    Between  the  boat-guards  gf  ^f^^^&t 
both  parties^  several  skirjxushes  took  place,  in  which   the    ^  ^^' 
-^iotonials  bad  the  advantage,  and  msuny  Biadks  were  ntfado 
to  expiate  their  brutal  rashness*    A  number  of  these» 
baviqg  crossed  over  from  the  Norfolk  side*  set  fire  to  the 
house  nearest  to  the  Bridge.    The  flames  rapidly  spread^ 
fwd,  m  the  spaoe  of  a  few  minutes,  their  fury  destroyed 
live  bouses,  most  of  theta extremely  valuable.     One  of  the 
.incendiaries  was  shot  down  by  tfao  America  centiuels ; 
but  no  attempt  was  made  to  extinguiah  the  fire,  and  save 
.  the  buUdings,  because  the  intense  light  produced  by.  the 
i^nflogratioo  would  have  exposed  the  men  to  too  much 
danger  from  the  artillery  of  the  hostile  Fort.    *Amon|>'  the 
various -occurrence*' of  this  petty  and  preparatory  warfare, 
the  follofrittg  particularly  deserves  to4>e  noticed.-— 'Wood- 
ford, receiving  intelligence  that  the  jenemy's  boat -guard 
mi^t  be  attacked  to  advantage  by  a  party  crossing  a  mile 
beloWf  near  a  place  where  his  own%OHt-guai*d,  in  suffi* 
aient  force,  lay  concealed  in  sE  cove,  detached,  on   the 
Sd  day  of  December,  Captain  Tariiaferro^  with   a  party 
of  sixty  men,  who  were  directed  secretly  to  station  tliem- 
.selves  in  the  neighborhood,  cross  in  the  night,  and,  uijijer 
•proper  and  safe  guides  to  advance  to  the  back  of  the  ene^ 
my's  post*    A  hope  was  entertained,  that  if  they  found  a 
.ready  passage,  and  were  faithfully  conducted,  the  enemy's  ' 
•  .guard  would  be  cat  off  between  two  fires.    Taliaferro  had . 
xdiseretionary  powers  to  return,  or  to  maintain  the  post  on 
the  other  side,  in  the  event  of  success,  and  if  the  situation 
and  other  circumstances  were  favomble.     Should  the  post 
be  retained,  it  was  Woodford's  intention  imni^ediately  to 
«ead  there  an  adequate  reinforcement.    Unfortunate)^^ ,  tlie 
-boat  which  was  to  have  conveyed  the  detachment  over  the 
river,  could  not  be  brought  to  act  till  the  morning,  and  this 
disa^ointment  induced  Taliaferro  to  apply  for  new  instme- 
tions.    Captain  Nicholas,  with  42  men,  bad  already  been 
sent  to  reinforce  him  ;  but  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  un- 
Xoreseen  difficulties  which  threatened  to  render  the  plan  of 
a  surprise  abortive,  Wc^tford  ordered  Colonel  Stevens  to  ' 
take  eommandof  the  whole.    About  12  o'clock*  the  ensiuug 
night,  the  Virginians  crossed  the  river,  marched  close  up  to 
the 'enemy's  centinels  without  being  discovered,  and  wei^ 
on  the  point  of  cutting  them  o(f,  or  silently  securing  thenv 
when  one  of  the  latter  gave  the  alarm,  and  fired.    Tliis 
fire  was  immediately  returned,  but  fioui  too  much  ea^  ger- 
.  f^fi  and  impetaeei^^  ^•m»  eonfusioB  took  jdaoe,  and  th» 


**  mSTORY  OP      ,       ' 

CH  \T*»   orirfnal  dcsigft  uraa  not  so  well  executed  as  it  had  Iwen  pla(i»> 
Beil.     The  object  in  view,  however,  was  so  far  aceomnlish. 
e<Ias  to  disperse  the  enemy's  euard,  destroy  their  f?)rtifica. 
tions,4ind  bum  the  house  which  aflbrded  them  shellcr,    A 
Kegro  perished  in  the  flames,'  another  was  shot,  an««    w© 
were  lalien  prisoners.     Four  muskets  fell  into  the  lunds  of' 
the  victors.     The  gallantry  of  the  men  who  compose.^  ih© 
detachment,  and  the  intrepidity  of  their  officers,  were  eoa- 
•picuouson  this  occasion  ;  whUe  the  barbarous  spirit  of  the 
enemy  exhibited  itself  in  the  circumstance  of  sashed  and ,  ut 
balls  being  found  on  the  black  prisonci-s,  who  staled  that  sa- 
▼age  anjldetestabh5  practice  was  jocularly  termed  bv  Dun- 
mores  Satellites,  «afit  preparation  for  the  flesh  of  Virci- 
ttians       Against  the  slaves  taken  in  arms,  Woodford's  in- 
structions directed  him  to  proceed  according  to  the  rules  of 
war.  and  all  the.  ofllcers  loudly  caUed  for  their  prompt,  un- 
fflitigatcd,  and  exemplaty  punishment.  However,  as  a  coun- 
tei-p.oclMiatiQnin  answer  to  that  of  llunmore:  was  shorUy 
to  be  issued  by  the  Convention,   nd  as,  upon  a  subiect  which 
Involved  the  life  of  man,  that  humane  coLn.anS  w  sSt 
have  he  exphcit  oMers  of  the  supreme  aulhoritv,  he  posS 
poncd  all  measures-more  harsh  than  strict  cJnfinemeJt!- 
fee^Hle  these  two  black  prisoners,  several  other  negroes  h^^ 

3ohn^^J"ii''  '"^'^r  ^i"^  "CapiHin  Hodges  a^ 
i^^:  ?"y^''  "^^'^r:  aPlJ>^»'ended  in  the  act  of  conveying 
IJrovisions  to  the  ministerial  army.  The  fate  of  these  ind? 
viduals.«„d  ofsnch  others  as  might  afterwards  bcjla^ 
in  a  similar  situal  on.  Woodford  rather  chose  to  1^  W 

Ehtot  d^lof  '''  '-^'  -«°-'  --"'  "i 

'-P^-  pl'Sr'tr '"^  "'""^  '"'P-^*^'^  auxiliaries,  ia  big  r; 
pleasing :  but  his  account  of  their  aims,  ammunition  and 
Cher  m.Iita,.y  implements,  damped,  in  sr^deLJee!  the 

The  inah«nity  of  thedisaflVcied  could  not  be  restrained  " 
even  by  thcterrors  now  hanging  over  ( heir  heads    S.^ 

Tarn  wrch'Lff^Td  ^"''^'^'^  suff-oik;  B:£hirmS 

<Jam.  which  afioiiled  a  passage  over  Deep  Creek,  was  bv 

Thedi.,..  mteVfo'  .rirr^t  •'-'^-"o-'  aldDrntio^piS: 

^ied  d^.   ,^  r  ,.«L  !l  f       "  few.days,  a  party  at  that  place.     In 
^»  Bache.  :."'.*♦  "*?lt^'^'„'"'  *''**  "nticipated  by  the  vieilance  and  m' 

»«"  established  there  a  foi-ee  suflicientlv  strong  to  prot?c  ^he 

passage  of  waggons  to  his  troops.     This  new  evidence  if 

cy  ot  pyotiipi  and  coiiMfl'-i-:. Mr  »Ttr.forc,-,.,en,!s.  as  ' V  r.re- 
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*iw  that,  even  after  the  reduction  of  the  Fort  at  the  Great    CHAP. 
firrr(:;e,  a  garrison  must  be  left  at  ttiib  iuiportant  passyaiiil         V« 
miitlury  guards  stationed  at  sevei*al  otller  points,  in  ordci    '  • 
4oaWe  the  di^tfected,  at  least,  into  an 'inactive  neutraii(;i   ^ifc==aK 
or  to  crush  their  criminal  attempts  at  the  very  moment  ol 

Eve^  information  from  prisoners,  scouts  and  individuals    Alarm  and 
friendly  to  the  cause  of  America,  indicated  tiie  alarm  and  pr^p..ia  i  r.t« 
consequent  activity  of  Dunmore,  in  h^  preparations  both  o*i^umnore. 
for  defensive  .and  offensive  measures.     Intrefichments  and 
battei^es  were  hastily  Constructed  at  Norfolk  ;  the  Blacks 
and  the  Tories  were  embodied  and  furnished  with  arms,  and    '  , 
the  eoanti'y  people  forced  to  drive  ibeii'  cattle,  and  convey 
various  other  supplies  into  the  town.  A  large  bmly  of  High- 
hndeH,  who  bad  just  arrived  with  tiieir  wives  and  children, 
and  whose  original  destination  was  a  neigbboriiig  colony,  . 
wliere  the  labors  of  husbandry,  and  other  peaceful  occupa- 
tions hail  been  held  out  to  them,  were  brought  to  Norfolk, 
in  souic  pf  the  tenders,  to  recruit  Dunmoi*e's  army,  alreaily 
reinforced  from  other  quarters.     At  the  same  lime  daily 
accessions  increaseil  tbe  force  at  the  Great  Bridge,  where  it 
viy  still  hoped  to  arrest  the  progi'css  of  the  Patriots,  and 
even  to  annihilate  their  rising  ascendHiicy,  and  h\  a  signal 
victory  to  strike  a  deadl^v  blow  at  colonial  resistance  in  the 
Southl  ,     * 

An  ingenious  stratagem  cont^'ibuted  to  encourage  that  Affair  at 
delusive  hppe,  and  precipitated  the  operations  at  the  Gi*eat  ^^^f  Great 
Aridge  to  a  conclusion  equally  glorious  and  u&eful  to  Vir-  ^1^^^^^ 
gittia.  A  servant  belonging  to  Major  Marshall,  being  pro- 
perty tutored,  deserted  to  Dunmore,  and  reported  that 
Woodford  had  at  the  bridge,  not  more  than  300  shii*t-men^ 
an  appellation  contemptuously  bestowed  by  the  enemy  on 
the  Virginian  soldiers,  because  most  of  them  were  dressed 
in  hunting  shirts.  Duumore's  usual  wariness  entirely  for- 
soek  him  on  this  occasion.  Giving  implicit  fai<h  to  the 
deserter's  statement,  he  eagerly  caught  .at  the  bait,  and  has- 
tily forming  a  scheme  to  surprise  the  Patriots  in  their  in- 
trenchmentst  dispatched  captain  Leslie  with  all  the  regu- 
lars, nearly  200  in  number.  This  detachment  arrived  at 
the  Qreat  Bridge  on  the  9th  of  December,  about  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Thtee  hundred  black  ami  white  slaves 
imme^tely  joined  it.  *Planks  were  laid  across  the  Bri«lge, 
and  the  enemy  began  to  cross  jiist  af  Jer  the  \  irginians  had 
beaten  the  reveillee,  a  moment  very  injudiciously  fixed  upon 
by  the  assailants,  if  they  intended  a  surprise,  and  highly 
favorable  to  a  vigorous  resistance  on  t  he  other  side,  as  all  the 
men  there,  must,  of  course,  have  been  under  arms.  Capt. 
Fonlyce  at  the  head  of  his  Grenadiers,  amoutiting  to  a!)out 
60.  led  the  van  ;  and  Lieutenant  Battut  commanded  the  ad- 
inaeed  party,  while  Leslie  appeai*ed  in  the  rear,  heading 


CHAP,  'tiia  Mftdto?  and  Teries.    Thislftst  «OT]M,diif{ii^lfaefpfc^ 

V.       ^  Ike  attack,  did  net  advance  farther  than  the  Bridge.     { 

_  A«  it  had  been 'usual  with  both  parties  to  usher  i^  eac^ 

^"""""^  day  fcy  the  discharge  e£some  ^uns,  the  first  firlug  4>f  4tM 

muu^terialists  did  not  create  any  extraertlinar>  alarnn  ag 

the  part  of  the  Virginians,     Soon,  however,   thttgeal  At* 

;ttgn  of  the  enemy,  who  were  discovered  rapidly  mvancf  nj 

over  the  Bridge,  became  manifest.    Adjutant  Blaekliuo) 

Was  first  heard  to/*'all  out,  BoySf  stand  to  your,  arms  /  UMJ 

the  vigiiaat  and  intrepid  Bullitt,  then  stalioniMi  at  somd 

distance  on  the  left,  alarmed  Lieittenant  Travis,  who  oom^ 

^  *     Aanded  Captain  Meade's  company  at  the  Breast-warH« 

and    himself  quickly  repaired  thither.      Woodford  and 

Spotswood  immediatcily  pressed  down,   the   one  to   th« 

Breast-work  in  front,  and  the  other  to  the  alarm-post  un- 

'  der  his  command,  about  250  yards  distant.     A  heavy  4um] 

treraeiidous  fire  now  opened  on  the  British  column^  *  Th^ 

ijrhole  of  this,  except  Leslie's  <»rps,  proceeded  along  ttrt 

aaaseway,  which  admitted  only  of  a  few  men's  marching 

abreast,  and  approached  the  intrenchments  with  fixed  bay< 

QikeUf   displaying  in  their   advanee  the  most  adnurahk 

coolness  and  Intrepidity.      Beside  the  terrible   fire  tfia^ 

galled  them  in  front,  they  were  enfiladed  by  a  small  ^d^ 

of  colonials,  whom  Colonel  Stevens,  of  the  minute  Batta* 

lion  had  collected  and  posted  on  an  ^minence^  rather  moBe 

than  one  hundred  yards  to  the  left.    Tlie  multiplied  dan- 

^  gers  of  this  ap{Killing  situation  had  no  effect  on  the  gallant 

Fordyce,  and  his  undaunted  followers.    They  still  moved 

flipember  9  onward  with  the  same  firm  and  rapid  step.    About  4^ 

Svlrdycel^    yards  froni  the  Breast-work,  as  this  heroic  leader  was  trii 

^^^f         umphantly  waving  his  hat  to  those  in  the  rear,  a  balj 

struck  him  in  the  knee,  upon  which  he  stumbled  a»d  fell< 

'       Anxious,  however,  to  conceal  from  his  troop  this  diseonra^ 

^^g  circumstance,  he  instantly  rose  up,  li^tly  broiALe^ 

'  his  knee,  as  if  his  fall  had  been  merely  accidental*  aa^ 

,  continued  to  lead  tliem  on  to  the  attack.    Tltey  were  noi^ 

within  a  few  yards  of  the  Breast-work,  with  fixed  bayc^ 

nets,  keeping  up,  as  they  advanced,  a  brisk  and  reg^la] 

fire,  when,  by  the  advice  of  Colonel  Bullitt,  it  is  said*  ae 

Teral  riflemen  simultaneously  discharged  their  pieoea '  a 

Fordyce,    who  immediately  fell|  pierced  with  fottrte^i 

balls.    The  death  of  their  Commander  was  for  the  Brj 

tish  the  signal  of  an  irretrievable  defeat.    The  ofiieer  Bex 

to  Fordyce  in  authority  was  mortally  wounded  ;  and  Liec 

tenant  Battut,  who  had  been  shot  in  the  leg,  lay  prostrat 

on  the  ground.    Many  privates  had  fallen.     In  this     d^ 

jgdhlsineD  perate  situation,  a  preeipitate  retreat  towards  the  Po] 

was  the  only  resource  left  to  the  assailants. 

Nor  were  they  allowed  to  seek  their  way  back  witbo^ 
a  warm  and  vigorous  pursuit.  At  the  entranee  ot  tlie  j 
dan^  howevory  ihfgf  were  rallied  Iff  Captain  licslie^  ^i 


iiir#  tnrwJt  ai^sTlisf  the  pttrsiung  vktwv  tWm  fistcv  ^   CI|4l^ 

cannon,  which,  ihurio^  the  attacky   had  played  on  tiM  .      V« 

breast -work.    To  answer  thfe  fire  with  success,  (be  Vir-  ''*^^^^ 

ginians  had  no  artillery*  and  althoagb  in  the  ardor  of  ia-     '  ■'■     '  *^' 

herent  cotiragtPi  and  the  resistless  enthusiasin  of  yietory,  the  ii«ceiiiber9 

troops  foudly  called  for  an  immediate  assault  ob  the  eiie* 

my^s  fortifications*  regardless  of  their  own  want  of  .caai* 

Sinn,  and  of  the  formidable  and  destructrre  yoUeys*  whieh 

tiiat  of  their  opponents  threatened  to  pour  upon  them^ 

Woodford*  faithful  to  the  injunctions  of  the  Gonventiont 

iuid    to  the  dictates  oi  his  own  tautious,  calm,  and  eireum- 

fpeetive.  yet  fearless  spirit,  thought  it  better  not  to  endas* 

gev  by  so  hazardous  an  attempt,  the  safety  of  bis  country^ 

vtd  the  honor  of  his  arms.    It  wa^,  however,  detenfkined 

to  dislodgt"  the  enemy  from  the  island.    To  effect  this,  it  ^ 

beeanie  necessary  to  occupy  a  projecting  point,  from  whieh 

the  riflemen  m(]^ht  act  to  the  greatest  advantage  ;  but  this 

station  the  Yirginians  could  not  reach  without  being  ex^ 

posed,  in  the  whole  advance'  towards  it,  to  the  tremendous 

eir«cts  of  the  enemy^s  cannon.     Colonel  Stevens,  who  ne*- 

irer  ealctulated  the  danger  of  an  enterprize,  but  merely 

eonsidered  the  honoiir  and  utility  whieh  it  promised,  rekdi-f 

\y  look  upon  himself  the  performance  of  this  arduous  ser<- 

^iee.     He  w^s  so  fortunate  a^to  gain,  at  the  bead  of  on« 

hundred  men,  chiefly  riflemen,  the  desh*ed  post  without 

susiaininff  any  loss,  and  there  stationed  his  party,  to  the- 

jright  of  tne  British,  behind  tlie  houses  on  the  point.    The 

incessant  and  unerring  fire  of  the  Virginian  marksmett 

soon  drove  the  enemy  from  the  Island.    In  their  hasty 

and  promiscuous  flight,  they  left  behind  them  the  two  pie^ 

ies  of  cannon,   together  with  several  dead  and  woun^ 

td. 

The  scheme  of  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  Fort,  wa% 
How  renewed  by  Colonel  Bullitt  with  additional  impetuosi^  ^ 

iy.  Under  the  present  consternation  of  the  enemy,  that 
seheme  certainly  promised  considerable  facility,  and  ou 
pened  a  rational  and  animating  prospect  both  of  local  sue* 
eess  aod  oT  distant  advantage.  '^The  undelayed  capture  of 
^e  Fort  might  have  led  to  a  surprise  of  Dunmore  and  the 
Tories  in  Pforfolkt  struck  at  the  root  of  a  troublesome  prcr- 
datory  war,  and  by  creating  temporary  embarassment  in 
ihe  early  measures  of  the  enemy,  usefully  retarded  hosti* 
Bties  on  a  more  extensive  scale.  Woodford,  however,  apK 
prehensive  of  a  feint  and  ambuscade,  ami,  beside  the  pre^ 
ponderating  motives  to  which  we  have  already  alluded^ 
influenced  by  the  prevalent,  though  eventually  groundles$ 
Import  that  the  body  of  Highlanders  before  mentioned,  had 
been  marched  up  to  reinforce  Leslie,  persisted  in  that  pl-u- 
dential  system  which,  the  awful  responsibility  now  re^ting^  '     , 

.  Upon  him  evWently  san  <  io  lod. 

»Ia  ^li^  aeti^;  (j^e  losjs  ^  the  British  vfo^  tmeommonly 
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'CIIAP*    sercre,  eMfiideriag  the  number  of  the' troops  aetualTy^fl*  . 
V.        g»^ed.    BesUte  Ueutenant  Battuf ,  17  prisoners  Wr  t:i- 
_"    .  Wf  all  of  them  covered  with  nouuds.     Kvery  offie4*r  was 
'    either  killed  or, disabled,  and   onl.v  eleven   of  Foidjie's 
IK  cent.  .    Grenadiers  survived,  .taptaiii  Leslie  experienced  in  the 
ihiubhioi>6   poignancy  ol  private  sorrow,  a  melancholy  aggravation  of 
the  diijgraee  and  humiliaiioh  attendant  on  the  yanquished 
soldier.    His  Brother,  mortally  wounded,  and  faint  wWk 
loss  of  blood,  had  sea^cely  Reached  the  Fort,  when  he  sank 
into  his  arms  aiid  expiretl.     Woodfonl  suppo^iuK  at  lirst^ 
thai  the  number  of  the  British  dead  did  not  exceed  fifty  ; 
but  from  the  gi-eat  effusion  oTblood  subsequently  observed 
on  the  Bridge  and  in  the  Fort,   from  the  account   of  tho 
seutri(s\\  ho  saw  many  corpse  convey  ed  out  of  the  Pot*t  to 
,    ^  be  interreil,  and  from  several  other  circumstances,  he  was 
•     ultimiitely  induced  to  believe  that  many  more  of  the  ene- 
my must  have  fallen  in  this  short,  but  murderous  engage* 
mcnt.    Their  loss  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  have  a- 
niounted  to  10;;^  killed  and  wounded.     On  the  side  o(  tho 
Virginians,  not  a  man  was  lost,  and  only  one  received  a 
slight  wound. 
B^umanity      '1'*^'  humanity  of  the  Virginians  afterthe  battle,  w  s  no 
of  the  Vir-  Icss  conspicuous,  than  their  intrepidity  f luring  the  engage. 
^lians.        nient.  The  wounded  prisoners  were  treated  with  a  delicate, 
and,  indeed,  tenderattention. "  The  gallant  Fordyee  y^f&  in- 
,  terred-with  all  the  military  honors  due  to  his  rank  ;  and  the 

sympathy  as  wt»ll  as  the  admiration  of  the  conquet'ors,  at- 
tended him  to  the  tomb.  The  British  commander  was  al- 
low  ed  to^  remove  and  bury  his  other  dead,  upon  comiif ion  of. 
Dot  tiring  upon  the  Virginia  troops,  during  the  performaMce 
ef this sacreid and {nelancholy office.  .LieutenantBattut  could 
not  resist  an  inclination  to  inform  the  King's  troops  of  iho 
bun^pe  and  generous  treatment  which  he  experiencet!, — 
At  his  request.  Ensign  Hoomes  was  dispatched  with  a  ila£ 
^  -    oftruc^e,  and  the  Lieutenant's  letter.  .  He  returned  with 

the  following  answer  from  the  Commamler  of  the  Ftirt^ 
"  Captain  Leslie  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  BaUiit^ 
and  returns  Colonel  Woodford  his  sincere  thanks  for  hi^  , 
kind  treatment  of  the- prisoners.     He  is  happy  Mr.  Bat^ 
tut's  wound  is  so  slight,  but  is  extremely  sorry  for  the  Joss, 
of  poor  Fordyee." 

.  Amid  the  turbulent  sctenes^of  civil  disct>rd,  and  the  bloc* 
-  dy  conflicts  of  angr^  war,  whenever  any  of  those  an  iahte 
ami  generous  aifections  which  ennoble  and  dignify  our  i  a-^. 
ture,  happens  to  gleam  through  the  sombre  tintso*fthesnb« 
ject  iMffore.the  historian,  his  feelings  are  irresistibly  sooth- 
ed into  delight,  and  his  heart  dilates  with  manly  exultation^ 
This  remark  applies,  with  peculiarforce  to  the  present'  oc 
CO*  renee.  We  I  well  with  complacency  oq  the  affecting 
©Mtiras^  betweer  heeonduei  of  Punmore.  and  that  «>f  'he 
Virginians.— Ou  vne  side,  systemalie  ireacbery,  implit^ 
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ffiei'anior,  and  a  fl^graBt  vidadon  of  almost  every  prin-    CHAIQ. 
•iple  that  cements   society,  and  goterns  mankind— the        V, 
ruthlt^ss  Indian,  and  the  no  less  ferocious  Aftiean,  armed 
against  a  colony  entitled  to  redress^  and  forbearane^^the    '  *- 

terrors  of  martial  law,  wantonly  conjured  up  to  intimidate  DatmbtrP 
^and  compel  a  kindred  race  of  freemen  into  an  nnoonditi* 
•nal  surrender  of  their  inherent  and. essential  rights--OQ 
ttm  other,  a  reluctant,  but  ^nst  and  necessary  appeal  to 
arms,  when  all  remonstrance  fails,  and,  in  the  bosom  of 
Ti6tdry,  a  magnanimous  oblivion  of  accumulated  wrongs^ 
a  pious  regard  to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  a  i^ady  .tribute 
to  the  galJaniry  of  the  foe,  and  a  proud  acquiesce^nbe  in  all 
the  usages  of  civilized  war !— Nor  was  this  temperate  and 
honorable  spirit  confined  tp  Woodford  and  his^rmy  :  al^ 
the  documents  before  us,  both  public  and  private,  evince 
its  universal  prevalence.  «*  I  have  been  sensibly  touched,'* 
writes  a  dtstinguished  member^  of  the  Convention,  to  the 
Commander  of  the  Virginia  forces,  "with  the  treat-^ 
«  ment  of  the  officer  and  soldiers  made  prisoners  in  the 
«  late  attempt  upon  your  breast-work.    I  cannot  refVain 

♦  from    expressing  my  approbation  of  a  conduct,  which 

•  must  do  honour,  through  your  delicacy  of  sentiment,  to 
^  our  national  character.  To  make  war  against  human 
^  nature  is  not  our  objeiet ;  but  to  Cake  up  arms  against 
^  a  tyrannical  system  of  oppression,  becomes  the  good  and 

•  the  brave.  When,  through  the  chance  of  wai',  any  of 
^  our  fellow-subjects,  thou^  diiTering  ip^litical  opinion,^ 
'<  fall  into  our  hands,  not  only  the  rites  of  humanity  should 

*  b^  shewn  to  them,  but  the  utmost  tjendemess  and  ajOTec-* 

^  tion,  as  it  is  evident  that  they  are  not  the  authors  of  out  ' 

^  present  calamities.  In  all  eases,  the  vanquished  are  en% 
<^  titled  to  knity.  The  Convention  not  oiily  thank,  but 
^  honour  you  on  this  occasion,  and  applaud  your  paying 
**  the  highest  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  Captain 
<*  Fordyccrf  Such  magnanimity  will  exhibit  your  charac% 
<'  ter  in  a  most  favorable  light  to  your  fnends  and  coun- 
**  trymen.", — Other  communications  expressed  in  sub- 
stance the  same  sentiments,  and  the  solenm  homage  of  the 
Convention  soon  crowned  these  private  eulogies.  ( l )  jj^^  British 

By  their  belief  of  reinforcements  dispatched  to  the«ne«  evacuate4 
my,  and  their  consequent  expectation  of  a  new  attack,  the  ^  ^^^ 
'  Virginians  had  been  induced  to  remain  under  arms.  Tliis 
precaution,  however,  proved-  unnecessaiy.  Nothing  vraa 
attempted  to  relieve  or  strengthen  Leslie^  who,  in  the 
fourse  of  the  ensuing  night,  evacuated  the  fort,  of  which 
tlie  Provincials  took  possession  the  next  morning.  They 
ftund  in  it  some  wanike  implements  and  otlier  objects,/ 
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«  '  ■ 

Vfhich^  fn  Ibeir^iireoipUate  retreat,  the  «MBf  laid  nit 

been  able  to  remove.  ( ^  )  ^ 

The  re(n^»efatalioii8  of  Woodford  to  the  Cdnvention,  hi# 
urgent  and  repealed  applieatioas  for  reinforeemeDt^f  am* 
munitionf  and  other  supplies  prodneed  the  desired  eflfeet* 
He  received  a  considerable  accession  bo^  of  men  and 
military  stores  Surgeons  and  medicines  .^ere  Iikevri8# 
provided.  Part  of  the  reinforcements  consisted  ol  choice 
riflemen  from  the  uf^per  counties  of  Virginia,  and  the  rest, 
of  tvro  detai5hments  of  (he*  ^iorth-Caroiioa  troops,  undor 
Colonel  Vail  and  Colonel  Howe,  with  some  cannon  and 
ammunition. 

The  plans  of  Woodford  to  improvf  advantages  so  gto« 
riously  and  so  happily  obtained  had,  for  a  moment,  been 
flnetuating  and  undefined.  The  combination  of  so  manj' 
fatonrabite  circumstances  put  an  end  to  all  tonecHainty* 
It  was  resolved  to  march  to  Norfolk^  the  strong  hold  of 
ministerial  pow<er  and  the  focus  of  hostile  enterprise  ;  and  n 
numerous  party,  under  Colonel  Stevens'  was  immediately 
detached  to  Kemp's  landing,  with  orders  to  secure,  in  tho^ 
neighborhood  of  (h»t  place,  every  person  known  to  havei 
left  Norfolk,  since  the  battle  of  the  Cireat^Bridge.  A* 
mong  the  individuals  ffi*rested  iii  consequence  of  these  or* 
ders,  one  Willium  Calvert  reported  that  he  was  present 
when  Dunmore  received  the  news  of  the  defeat.  His 
, Lordship,  frantic  with  rage,  swore  in  his  impotent  ra« 
vings,  that  he  wmM  hang  the  boy  who  brought  the  infoiv 
ination.  The  intrfnehments  were  hastily  absmdoned  ; 
more  than  20  pieces  of  cannon  spiked,  and  dismantled  ; 
and  the  fleet  resorted  to  by  the  late  Governor  and  many 
of  the  disafiected,  with  their  famiHes,  and  the  most  porta- 
,  We  and  most  vahiabie  of  their  efieets,  as  the  <Jbly  asylum 
against  the  impending  vengeance  of  the  Patriots.  Nothin|^ 
but  trepidation,  shame,  and  d^espair  was  uow  to  be  seett 
among  those  rash  and  infatuated  boasters,  who  lately 
hurled  defiance  and  insult  in  the  face  of  the  Virginian^... 
who,  with  ferocious  joy  and  presumptuous  confidence,  sfpoke 
<^f  easy  triumphs  over  them— considered  thetr  noble  en- 
thusiasm as  a  momentary  efiervescence  of  popular  phren* 
zy—denied  their  courage  as  well  as  their  ability  to  resist 
m'^nisterial  omnipotence— and,  in  their  dreams  of  ideal 
conquest,  dealt  around  confiscation,  proscription,  and 
death.  The  first  evidence  which  Dunmore  gave  of  hifl 
humbled  Md  cowering  spirit,  was  a  proposal  for  an  eXf^ 
change  of  prisoners.  This  measure,  evidently  desirablo 
on  both  sides,  was  retarded  by  an  unlucky  mistake.  (2  ) 
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Obtke  iUMf  tmd  previously  to  the  nar^^of  the  detach-  ,  iJHAP, 
ftent  uaderCol.  Steveos,  Woodford  had  iiisued  ihe  follow-        'V. 
iig  declaration :  ^ 

^  To  the  InhabitatUa  qf  Prineessi'Anne  aniJ^^orfolk  Coun' 

ties*  DeclaratioA 

^«  The  late  action  at  this  place,  it  ia  hoped,  will  convince  \^t  ^I 
^  you  that  we  arc  able  to  give  you  that  protection  which  ^^s-Anne" 
<*  we  were  sent  to  afford  yon  ;  and  thisis  to  inform  all  per    andNorfoU; 
**  sons,  that  notwithstaodiog  you  have  t»ked  the  oath  pre-  ^^^^h© 
^  scribed  by  Lord  Dunmore,  and  spnie  of  >oii  have  aetu-  i^    ^^  ^ 
<^  ally  taken  arms  against  your  country,  still  it  is  not  itiy 
^<  design  to  injure  any  of  your  persons  or  properties.  ^  On 
^  the  contrary,  I  mean  to  protect  them,  and  afford  you  all. 
^<  the  assistance  in  my  power.      Poi:  these  reasons,  I  eX' 
^  pect  you  will  behave  well  to  all  uiy  parties,  and  view  all 
^*  the   passes  and  other  places,  where  an  enemy  may  be 
<<  concealed,  and  give  me,  or  the  bluest  officer  of  my 
^  troopd,  immediate  notice  therepf     I  expeot  a  number  of 
«<  men  will  assemble  at  Kemps*  to  protect  that  place,  till 
'<  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  and  make  the  best  provisiopi 
<<  for  our  reception.    The  Commissary  will  pay  tlie  usual,   x 
*  price  for  all  supplies.— -Given  at  the  Gjt*eat  JBridge,  thJ9 
^  lilh  day  of  December,  1775. 

Wm.  WOODFORD.'* 

In  tsonseqicnee  of  this  declaration  of  Woodford,  many      CfTec^ 
«f  the  inhabitant^  resorted  to  his  camp.     Among  these,  ther^pf. 
some  had  taken  the  part  of  the  enemy  through  niere  ne- 
•essity,  and  were  sincerely  inclined  to  espouse  their  coun- 
try's cause,  whilst  others  were  only  intimidated  into  the 
aflTectatiott  of  repentance  and  the  mockery  of  patriotism. 
Tti  the   former,  all  reasonable  indulgence  was  extended  ;        , 
and  on  the  latter,  the  vigf  Ian  t^eye  of  distrust  was  kept  ia* 
•e<*%unfly  open.     Such  individuals  as  w  r  *  ^dken  in  arms, 
were  sent  to  various  places  of  confinement,  coupled  eai*h  of 
them  to  one  of  his  black  fellow- soldiers,  with  a  pair  of 
handcuffs.    This  was  considered  as  a  just  stigma  ou  the 
whites,  for  having  voluntarily  entered  the  field  against 
their  eooatrymen  with  such  auxiliaries. 

Thongh  many  inhabitants  of  Xorfolk  were  impelled  by  *   Petitions 
llieir  fears  to  take  ghelter  on  board  the  ships,  a  much    addre  e5 
,^e?iter  number  necessarilv  remained  behind  in  that  de-  ^^i^^bS! 
Toied  place — some  unwilung  to  abandon  their  property  J'j^ 
wittiout  a  struggle— others  trusting  in  the  moderation  of 
the  coTiquerors — ^and  the  majority,  viewing  with  terror,  if  ^ 

they  deserted  their  homes,  the  dreary  prospect  of  comfort- 
less exile  and  unmitigated  *want  ;  and  deriving,  beside^ 
from  their  obscurity  in  life,  a  well  grounded  hope  of  es* 
eapine  the  resentment,  and  even  the  notice  of  (lie  victors. 
Bv  all  these,  a  petition  was  addressdU  \n  tprmn  of  V;un* 
Wieti  MfUliMlteO/  <<  io  Ufi'tighi  honor aSU  a  rmj/,  cntUM 
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CU  AP.'   tte  80M  ofliieriy  and  property  9  \n  and  over  the  €ol^  atSt 
y.        Jjominionof  Virginia.^*    This  petition  eontaine<(  liy|>erbo«  - 

lical  pxpressionsof  warm  attachment  to  the  common  cause^ja 

V^     "^  ^  more  sincere  statement  of  great  alarm  foi*  the  persons  and 
propert>  of  the  petitioners  ;  and  con(^lafIe(J  by  intreating^ 
not  only  indul^nee,  6tit  refief  and  protection.     Another  - 
petition  was  received  from  that  'bcnij'  of  Highland  emi- 
grants*  whose  original  -destinatjbn  was  the  colony  ^f  North 

*  Carolina^  but  who  from  stress  of  weather  had  been  orivea- 
info  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  and  there  intercepted  by  ono 
of  Dunmore's  armed  ships,  and  brought,  against  their  own  . 
inQlination;  into  Virginia,  to  reinforce  the  ministerial  4r-  ' 
my.  ( 1  )^hey  represented  thejr  blameless  intention^ 
the  compulsion  under  which  they  had  acted,  and  the  dis- 
tress into  which  they  had  been  plunged,  in  conseq^ence  of 

•  their  vessel  being  detained  by  Dunmore,  and  their  wivet 
and  children  surrendered  to  the  horrors  of  hanger  and  na^ 
kedness,  in  the  midst  of  strangers.    Both  these  petitions 

^ed^o*ihr  ^^^^  brought  to  Woodfbrd,  whilst  yet  at  the  Great.Bridge» 
U^hli^ers-  ^od  by  him  referred  to  the  Convention ;  but  in  respect  to 
the  wretched  objects  of  the  latter,  his  active  benevolence 
did  not  permit  him  to  delay  that  protection  and  assistance 
which  their  pitiable  situation  so  imperiously-claimed.    Cero 
tain  that  the  liberality  of  the  Convention  perfectly  accord* 
ed  with  the  generous  impulses  of  his  own  hearty  andwould 
ratify  every  act  of  anticipated  kindness,  he  hastened  to  re- 
lieve their  most  pressing  wants ;  and  soon  after,  when  in 
possession  of  Norfolk,  Colonel  Howe  and  himself,  in  eon- 
formily  with  the  injunctions  of  the  supreme  colonial  au« 
thorily,  caused  those  wretched  emigrants  to  be  supplied 
with  provisions  and  clothes  at  the  public  expence,  and  ena- 
bled them  to  proceed  to  their  destined  settlement  in  North* 
,  Carolina. — Sound  policy  seemed  to  sanction,  in  this  ease^ 
the  Suggestions  of  humanity.    It  was  eminently  desirable' 
to  secure  the  attachment  of  these.Higblanders,  and  other 
emigrants  from  the  same  country,  in  favour  of  the  Ameri« 
can  cause.    They  constituted  in  North-Carolina  a  formi»> 
dable  body,  seated  in  apart  of  that  colony,  whence  any  at- 
templ  made  by  them  against  the  common  interest,  might  . 
pro\e  extensively  injurious.    They  were  well  known   to 
cherish  great  native  partialities,  tp  be  warm  in  friendship^ 
and  inexorable  in  resentment.  #It  might  be  supposed  that 
no  influence  could  so  easily  attract,  no  tie  so  firmly   bind 
tfaei^i  to  the  American  cause,  as  acts  of  kindness  and  bene- 
volence generously  extended  to  their  friends  and  relatives^ 
pnder  ^his  undeserved  as  well  as  utiexpeeted  pressure  or 
pover^  and  distress. — Sueh  might  well  be  the  calcuratioos 
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of  fatmis^praieiice  at  ttiis  tini^,  though  siibeeqiieAt  evisits*'  CHAP« 
fstabliahed  their  fallaey^  and  demoustraied  the  extreme       ^* 
^jffiealty,  if  not  the  alter  impossibility,  of  eradieatiog  _  , 

prqjudiees  streagthened  by  evec^  eireumstanee  of  early  e- 
dneation^  and  entwined  round  the  heart  in^aoh  a  manner 
as  to  close  its  avenues  against  all  other  sentiments. 

On  the  dSth  Deeember  the  patriot-army  al>oat  1000 ,   DeoUrati*. 
strong,    began  a  forced  oiareh  towards  Norfolk,  leaTing  ^^"^''^^J^ 
behind  the  waggons,  heavy  baggage,  aqd  prisonei^,  under  vcntipn. 
the  guard  of  Mi^or  Marshal),  at  the  head  of  three  compa-     Decemb^ 
Hies*  with  orders  to  march,  as  soon  as  the  eausexvay  and  the  ^* 
Brid^  should  be  repaired.     On  the  same  day«  and  on  the 
day  fbUowing.  the  Convention,  aware,  that  in  a  juncture  ' 

like  the  present,  no  less  depended  on  the  Civorable  impres-^ 
sion  ?  of  the  public  mind  than  on^the  success  of  their  arms, 
issued  two  declarations,  which  th^^r  iinporiance  eatitlesi 
to  a  place  in  the  body  of  our  narrative. 

ViROLviA,  Dbckmbbr  IS,  1775. 
By  the  Representatives  of  the  Peopte  of  the  Colony  and  Ho-. 
minion  of  Ffr^nia,  assembled  in  general  Conventions^ 

A   DECLARA  riON. 
Whereas  Lord  nunmore,  by, his  proclamation,  dated  on 
lioard  the  ship  William,  the   7th  KTovember,  1775,  hath 
presumed,  in  direct  violation,  of  the'constitution  and  the 
laws  of  his  country,to  declare  martial  law  in  force  and  to  bo      ' 
executed  throughout  this  Colony,  whereby  our  lives,  our 
liberty,  and  property,  are  arbitrarily  subjected  to  his  pow- 
er and  direction  ;  and  whereas  the  said  TiOipd  Dunmore,  as-^ 
saming  powers  which  the  King  himself  cannot  exercise,  to 
intimidate  the  good  people  of  this  colony  info  a  compliance 
with  his  arbitrary  will,  hath  declared  those  wlio  do  not  im- 
mediately repair  to  his  standard,  and  sulimit  in  all  things 
to  a  government  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  to  be  in 
actual  RKBELLiox  and  thereby  to  have  incurred  the  penal* 
ties  inflicted  by  the  laws  for  such  offiences  and  hathoflercd 
freedom  to  the  servants  and  slaves  of  those  he  has  pleased 
to  term  rbbbls,  arming  thicm  against  their  masters,  and 
destroying  the  peace  and  happiness  oi  his  majesty's  good 
and  faithful  subjects,  whose  property  is  rendered  insecure, 
and  whose  lives  are  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  a    general 
insurrection.    We,  as  guardians  of  the  lives  and  liberty  of 
the  people,  our  constituents,  conceive  it  to  be  indispensably 
oar  fhity  to  protect  them  against  every  species  ofdespotism, 
and  to  eudeavor  to  remove  those  fears  with  winch   they 
are  so  justly  alarmed.    If  it  wer^.  possible  the  understand- 
ing of  mei¥  could  be  so  blinded  that  every  gleam  of  rea-   ^ 
son  might  be  lost,  the  hope,  hisi  Lordship  says,  he  hath 

?  ^£fPVi«Uy  MacdoQjtld's  ex]^djition»  foid  coDComitanttrsais&ctioQS*, 


CB4P*  >f<ef  mter laiued  of  aa  aooomnHMlatfoti   betireen  Crtat 
V*        Britain  and  thw  eolony,  might  now  pash  Unnoticed ;   but 
truth,  justiee,   and  common  sense^    must   ever    prevail, 
■*  when  facts  can  be  appealed  to  in  their  support.     It  is 
the  peculiar  happiness  of  thjis  colony  that  his  Lordship 
ean  be  traced  as  the  source  of  innumerable  evils  and  one  &t 
^  the  principal  causes  of  the  misfortune  under  which  we  now 
lalionr,  a  |>anicular  detail  of  hi^  conduct  since  hi  arrri'dl 
In  I  his  colony  can  be  considered  only  as  repetition^  it  hav- 
ing been  already  fully  published  to  the  world  by  thepro* 
feedings  of  the  General  AHsembly  and  Convention  ;  but 
the  unremitting  violence  with  which  hh  Lordship  endear 
¥ors  to  involve  this  country  in  «he  most  dreadful  calami* 
ties,  constantly  affords  new  matter  for  the  attention  of  tho 
public,  and  will  remove  fYery  imputation  of  ingratitude 

to  his  Lordship,  or  of  injustice  to  his  character. Hi» 

liordship  is  plo^sed  to  ascribe  the  unworthy  part  he  hath 
taken  against  this  colony,  to  a  necessity,  arising  from  the 
conduct  of  its  inhabitants,  whom  he  hath  considered  in  a 
rebeUima  state,  but  who  know  nothing  of  rebellion,  er^^ept 
the  name-     Ever  zealous  ip  support  of  tyranny,  he  hath 
broken  the  (nrnds  of  society,  and  trampled  justice  under 
liis  feet;     Had  his  Lordship  been  desirous  of  eflTectin^  an 
aecommodation  of  these  disputes,  he  hath  had  the  most 
ftmple  occasion  of  exerting  his  interest  and  abilities  ;  but 
tiiat  he  never  had  in  view  aiiy  such  salutarvend,  must  e\?» 
dently  appear  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct.    Th# 
aufiposed  design  of  the  Canada  bill,  having  been  to  dra^ 
down  upon  us  a  merciless  and  savage  enemy,  the  present 
inaaceuvres  amongst  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland,  and 
the  scheme  concerted  with  Doctor  Connelly,  and  other  vile 
instruments  of  tyranny,  which  have  appeared  by  the  exam- 
ination of  the  said  Connelly,  justify  the  supposition,  and 
most  fully  evince  his  Lordship's  inimical  and  cruel  dispo- 
ntion  towards  us,  andean  best  determine  whether  we  have 
been  wrong  in  pn^aring  to  resist,  even  by  arms,  that  8v»- 
tern  of  tyranny  adopted  by  the  Ministry  and  Parliament  oT 
Great  Britam,  of  which  he  is  become  flie  rigid  exeou- 
tioner  in  this  eolony.     The  many  depredations,  committed 
also,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  eolony,  bv  the  tenders 
and  other  armed  vessels,  employed  by  his  Lordship  for  such 
purposes,  the  pUfering  and  plundering  the  property  of  the 
•  people,  and  the  actual  seduction  and  seizure  of  their  slaved, 
were  truly  alarming  in  thdr  effects,  and  called  aloud  for 
Justice  ami  resistance.    The  persons  of  many  of  our  peace- 
able brethren  have  been  seized  and  dragged  to  conflnement* 
•ontrary  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  the  constitution 
Of  our  country.    Yet,  have  we  home  this  injurious  treat- 
nient  with  unexampled  patieitoe,  unwflling  to  shed  the 
hhud  of  our  felIoir.subjects  ;    utio,  pryecuting  the  iiiea- 
fwo»  of  a  Bntish  Parliaments  would  saerifiee  oup  lives  v 
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liip>mty  to  •  nleiitlets  fQry  and  miatetiiif  gtniit,    Vm   CHAP. 

Covernoreao  be  authorised^  evea  b^  Majestj  ilaelf,  to  an.'       V. 
Dal  tl|e  laws  of  the  hind»  and  introduee  the  adoat  e&eenu 
Ue  of  qrstems*  the  law  qiartial  ;  iS,  by  bis  single  flat«  be 
«aa  fl^rip  as  of  our  property 9  <*an  f^he  freedom  to  onr  aer^ 
rants  and  slaves,  and  anm  them  for  our  destrnetioD^  let  ua 
Ud  ndieu  to  every  thing  valuable  in  life  ;  let  us,  at  onoe^' 
bend  our  naek  to  the  galling  yoke,  and  bug  the  ehains  pro*' 
pared  for  us  and  our  latest  posterity  ! 

It  is  with  inexpressible  ceneem  we  reflect  upon  tlie  dln» 
tre^ed  situatioo  of  some  of  our  unbappy  eounii^men,  whd 
have  thought  themselves  too  immediately  within  the  power 
^Lord  Bunmorff  and  ha^e  been  indueed  thereby  to  1^ 
Bttin  inactive.  W«  lament  the  advantage  he  haib  ^en  of 
tbeir  situation,  and  at  present  impute  their  inactivity,  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  the  Constitution,  not  to  any  do* 
feetipn  or  want  of  zeal,  but  to  tbeir  defeneeless  state  ;  antf 
whilst  we  endeavor  to  afford  them  s^iceour  and  to  support 
their  rights,  we  expect  they  will  coutribute  every  thing  io 
their  power  to  effect  their  deliTcranoQ.  Yet,  if  any  of  our 
people,  in  violation  of  their  faith  pligkted  to  this'  eolony* 
aad  the  duty  they  owe  to  society ,.^iaU  be  found  in  arms,  019 
^ootinUi^  to  give  assistance  to  our  enemies,  we  shall  think 
•aiSelvps  justified,  by  the  necessity  we  are  untler,  in  exectt^ 
tiag  upon  them  the  law  of  retaliation.  . 

hnpressed  with  a  Just  and  ardent  zeal  for  the  welfart 
and  happines^ of  our  countrymen,  we  trusi  they  will,  on 
their  part,  exert  themselves  in  defence  ol  our  commoa 
tause,  and  tliat  we  shall  all  acquit  oui*selves  like  .freemen^ 
being  coinpelled  by  the  disagreable,  but  absolute  necessity 
«f  repelling /oree  hy  force  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and 
privileges :  and  we  appeal  to  trod,  who  is  the  Sovereign 
4itposer  of  all  events,  for  the  justice  of  our  ea'use.  trusting 
to  his  uaerrlui;  wisdom  to  direct  our  councils,  and  give  sui5^ 
cess  to  our  arms.  « 

EDMUND  PENDLETON,  President. 

YlRGIIVlA,  DsrBMUBR  14,  1775. 

$f  the  Kefre$eiUaJiots  of  the  People  of  the  Colony  ontf  ild^ 
tttmon  of  Virginiaf  assembJsd  in  Gerural  Cowoenlionr^ 

A  D^^CLARATION. 
Whereas  Lord  Dunmore,  by  his  proclamation  dated  om 
board  the  ShipWilUam,  offNorfolk,  the  7th  day  of  Novem^ 
her,  i775«  hath  offered  freedom  to  sueh  able  bodied  slavea 
asare  willing  to  join  him.  and  take  up  arms  a;^inst  the^ood 
people  of  thi4  colony,  giving  thereby  eweouragement  to  a 

£  literal  ^nanrrection,  which  may  induoe  a  necessitjr  of  in* 
eting  the  severest  punishments  upon  those  unhappy  peo-r 
pie,  already  deluded  by  his  base  and  insidious  arts  ;  and 
^h  peas.  Ijy  an  act  oi*\he  General  Assembly  now  in  fopco 
^  this  colony^  it  is  ensLf^ud,  that  all  negro  or  oth^r.slav^ 
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CB AI\    erospiriiig  to  irebel  or  make  insurrectioDy  shall  sulfer  deUl^ 
V.        and  be  excluded  all  bepelit  of  clergy :  We  thiukit  proper  i 
to  declare,  lliat  all  slaves  who  have  been  or  shall  be  seda* 
■■  oed  by  his  Lordshij^'s  Proclamation  or  other  arts;  to  desert 

their  master's  service,  and  take  up  arOkS  against  thejnha-^ 
bitants  of  tliis  colony,  shall  be  liable  to  such  punishmont  at 
shalVhereafter  be  directed  by  the  General  Convenlion^^^ 
And  to  the  end,  that  all  such  who  have  taken  this  unlavt* 
ful  and  wicked  step^  may  return  in  safety  to  their  duty, 
and  escape  the  punishment  due  to  their  eiimes,  we  hereby 
promise  pardon  to  them,  they  surren^in^  themselves  to  Co)^ 
-  TV  illilBtm  Woodford^  or  any  other  Commander  of  our  troops, 
\  -and  not  appearing  in  arms  after  the  publication  hereof-* 
And  we  do  further  earnestly  recommend  it  to  all  humane 
and  benevolent  pei'sohs  in  this' colon}, to  explain  and  make 
known^this^  our  offer  of  mercy,  to  those  unfortunate  peor 

^   ^  EDMUND  PENDLETON,  President, 

tif  Ati.^      '^^  ^™^y  «"*^^^  Norfolk  on  the  14»th,  about  10  o'cloel^ 
rtitew  ^  at  night.    Oil  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Col.  Howe,  hav* 
<bik,Decem*  iogf  upon  a  friendly  enquiry,  been  found  entitled,  from  the 
tfet  14         nature  of  his  commission,  to  the  precedence  of  CoL  Wood- 
ford^ assumed  the  chief  command*    Howe's  app<iintmentVa9 
under  the  autbority*of  Congress;  and  by  the  rules  of  war^ 
all  officers  with  continental  commissions  took  precedence  of 
.      '      provincial  officers  ofthe  like  rank.    Betweeq  two  men  who 
chfeTcom-  ^^^^  ^^^  sinoereJy  esteemed  each  oihar,  and  whose  zeal 
iPiuHltocolV  ^o^  the  common  cause  was  superior  to  the  petty  jealousies 
^b^e,  De-    of  punctilious  delicacy,  this/  arrangement  produced  no  a^ 
TOnber  IS.  -fcatement  of  private  friendship,  no  relaxation  of  public  de- 
votedness.    On  every  occasion,  Howe  consulted  Woodford^ 
1  who  cheerfully  imparted  his  advice  and  his  aid.    Patriots- 

ism  harmonized  their  views  in  council,  and  their  efforts  ia 
battle.  * 

Before'  their  arnval  in  Norfolk,  Colonels  Woodford 
^Tessage  io  and  Howe  bad  jointly^ addressed  to  the  magistrates  of  tl^at 
^strTt^ot*  P"^**  ^^^  following  message : 

^arfonT  ^  *'  To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  the  inhabitants  of  th& 
««  Borough  of  Norfolk. 
.  <♦  We  are  marching  to  Norfolk  with  no  intention  to  ior 
^  jure  the  inhabitants  ofthe  town,  either  in  tlielr  persona 
•<jor  property,  unless  they  should  attempt  to-resist  our  en* 
«( trance,  or  omit  to  inform  us  ofthe  intention  of  any  other 
*♦  persmis  to  oppose  us.  Their  being  esplicit  upon  this  oc- 
**  casioo  will  entitle  them  to  our  protection,  w  hich  they  kre 
*«  to  expect  upon  no  other  conceit  ion.  The  Magistrates  of 
^  the  town  must  give  a  positive  answer,  that  we  may  tak€| 
^  010*  mc^urejs accordingly.  . 

wn.l.UM  WOODFOBIX 
ROBERT  HOWE. 


Vo  ihU  memf^tf  irbieh  tl)^  MaguCmtes  ^mmsjtA  U  CHAP. 
Oumtiore*  oq  board  (he  ^eet  for  bis  perusal^  no  direct  and        Y • 
formal  answer  was  given  :  tbe  annexed  letter  aQbrded  the 
•nl;  evidence  of  its  baving  been  at  all  noticed : 

TO  WILLUM  WOODFORD,  ESQ.  «& 

SXR, 

*«  My  fellow  eitizens  baving  done  me  tbe  hono'^'to 
^  nominate  me  to  tbe  Governor 'for  ColoneU  or  Comman- 
^  der  in  Cbief^  of  tbe  militia  of  this  Borough,  His  Exeel^^ 
^  leney  was  pleased  to  approve  of  their  nominatipn  b;  his 
^  eonimissiony  dated  the  27th  of  November.  I  am  noWf 
^  Sir^  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  to  expect  from  jott 
^  that  projection  for  myself  and  famUy  that  I  am  en^tled 
*  to,  and  what  the  people  of  Virpnia  have  always  acknow^ 
^  lodged  to  be  due  to  ,the  appointments  of  the  Gi'own^ 
•<  With  mueb  respect,  I  am,  Sir,  , 

<^  your  most  ob't.  and  most 
<<  bumble  serv't. 

ALEX'S.  GORDON.^' 
'  l7orfolk  Borough,    \ 
15th  De<5ember,  1775.  J 

The  degrading  subserviency  of  tbe  Mayor  and  Alder-  .  '^rw^r 
iien  to  the  late  Governor,  their  oontemptuoits  silencQ,  aud  ^^"*^*^' 
<ho  haughty  tone  of  the  above  letter,  Were  ill  calculated  to 
allay  tbe  resentment  of  the  victors,  who  eonsfdered  them 
as  so  many  intentional  insults. 

Tbe  night  was  actively  etnploved  in  providing  for  the  se- 
tnrity  of  the  troops.  A  skirmish  took  place  in  the  streets^  '  " 
the  original  cause  of  which  couM  not  be  satisfactorily  as- 
tertained,  and  in  which  three  of  the  Patriots  were  wound- 
ed. A  few  disafi^cted  inhabitants  fired  on  tbe  troops  from 
their  houses.  This  naturally  produced  some  alarm,  and 
much  irritation.  The  whole  line  for  a  while  was  kept  un- 
der arms,  and  parties  were  detached  to  secure  obnoxious 
tharacters.  Willougbby*  attd€rordon  were  vi'ested,  but 
paroled,  upon  their  property  being  made  answerable  for 
their  appearance  in  the  morning.  This  necessary  display 
•f  enei^  struck  tbe  Tories  with  eonstemation.  Their  ji^^nb^ 
fears  were  still  increased  by  tbe  prevalent  report  of  a  ha-  5^ 
val  armament  from  tbe  northern  Provinces,  in  aid  of  Vir- 
finia.  On  this  subject,  many  groundless  assertions  wer« 
made :  it  was  even  said,  and,  for  a  moment,  believed,  that 
the  auxiliary  fleet  had  actually  appeared  in  Hampton  roads. 
*— Amid  the  multiplied  cares  of  this  eventful  night,  the 
irants  of  tbe  army  were  not  forgotten  by  the  indemtigable    ' 

•  A  Colonel  of  Militia  vm^tr  Diinmorc's  authority.    His  activity  in  pi«S 
:iMti]i|^  miDJstciitd  dwpotitro,  bad  rwiderd  him  p«cuHarly  ebnoxifosf 
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CHA]^.   ^Woodford.    Mettt.  abouadeily  btit  flour  "WM  eittPettefjT 
T.       «carce,  in  Norfolk.  Hie'Coipmissary  reeeWed  strict  orders 
,  to  secure  adequate  supplies  of  Corii»  and  the  mills  were  im- 

^  mediately  set  to  work.    A  proper  attention  xvas  likewise 

December  pt^id  to  pFocttrinjg  for  the  troops  as  eomfortable  quarters 
15.  .  '  as  the  season  and  place  would  allow.  ^     ,  ^  ^^ 

Subs^uent      |n  ^^^  pf  etjent  iKwture  of  affairs^  which  placed  in  yicw 
€frcnt».         of  each  others  and  almost  in  immediate  contact^  two  bos- 
tile  parties,  inflamed  with  more  than  usual  irritation^  and 
,    equally  resolved,  the  One  to  exert,  the  other  to  resist,  ri- 
oienee,  endless  bickeringf  mutual  ann6yance,  and  sharp 
conflicts  became  unavoidable.    Each  side,  however,  ap- 
peared anxiously  to  guard  against  the  charge  of  aggrf'ssioiu 
Several  musket  balls  were*  on  the  night  orthe  14thf  flred 
at  the  Otter.     The  ut\i  morning.  Captain  Squire,  who 
commanded  that  sbip,*  dispatched  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  A- 
merican  cffiefs,  conveying  information  of  the  hostile  act. 
,    To  mere  wantonnois,  not  to  preconcerted  offence,  he  was 
willing  to  ascribe  the  obnoxious  event,  and  therefore^ 
would  forbear  firing  upon  the  Town,  so  long  as  no  injury 
should  be  manifestly  aimed  at  his  Migesty's  ship,  and  the 
people  under  his  command.    Howe  and  Woodford  stated^ 
in  answer,  that  tiicir  men  had  not  been  ordered  to  nre  at 
the  Otter.  and*tha(  the  drcumstanee  alluded  to  in  Captain 
Squire^s  message,  had  probably  originated  in  the  Amerieaa 
guard  firing,  through  mistake.  09  one  of  their  own  parties. 
Onihe  succeeding  day.  Captain  Squire  requested  by  ano- 
ther flag,  to  be  informed  if  the  American  commanders  in- 
tended to  prevent  Ihe-Army  and  Navy  from  being  supplied 
With  water  and  other  provisions.    The  reply  was  deeisiTe 
and  unequivocal.    It  stated,  that  henceforth  eveiy  possi* 
ble  effort  should  be  used  to  prevent  any  eommunicatioB 
whatever^ between  the  British  forces  and  Norfolk,  or  a»y 
other  part  of  the  colony.     This  determination,  duly  ma- 
tured and  never  to  be  shaken,  was  predicated  on  the  pre- 
T       Yiou9  >outrages  and  violcnc'e  of  those  forees  against  Che ' 
persouf  and  property  of  unarmed  citizens.    In  the  after- 
noon  the  two  ships  of  war  and  tenders  spread  their  sails 
and  fell  towards  the  flistlllery.    A  large  Snow,  having  on 
board  4000  bushels  of  salt,  an  article*  which  its  now  preva- 
,  lent  scarcity  rendered  of  infinite  value  to  the  Americanist 
was*  by  signal,  ordered  to  follow.    This  order  not  having 
|>een  executed  with  suflieient  celerity,  ihe  Snow  found  her-  ^ 
Selfinsulated  and  unprotected,  and  was  compelled  by  the 
American  guard,  to  keep  her  station.     The  King  Fisher 
detached  a  iioat  to  bring  her  off.    TVhen  within  reach  of 
the  American  musketi«y,  that  boat  was  menr^ced  withara- 
.    king  fire,  if  she  should  not  speedily  retrace  her  course.— 
Bhe  found  it  expedient  to  obey,  and,  umii«jturbed,  rejohied 
Jiicttnber^'*^^*"  ^^^^*    The  Americans  then  modredthe  Snovr 
to  the  v^barf|  intending  to  Ismd  the  salt^  as  soon  as  a  proper 
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plaoe  o^  deposit  cm^ld  be  feleeted.    Upon  tliis,  the  two    CHAP, 
men  ofwar^  with  a  lai^  sloop,  stood  up  to  tbeir^  former        Y. 

fttaUbOy  and  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  from  the  fleet,  to  urge  ^ 

the  immediate  delivery  of  the  Snow.  At  the  same  time  an  ■™'™""F 
intention  was  anaouni^  of  ordering  a  boat  16  take  her  a- 
v^y,  and  a  peremptory  ihenace  of  firuig  at  the  town,-should 
un  attack  be  made  on  the  Kine's  peofde*  aeeompanied  that 
declaration  With  correspondent  promptitude  and  equal 
resolution,  Howe  and  Woodford  aiiswered  that  the  vessel 
in  question  had  beoome  their  prize,  and  diat  tbey  Wbuld 
^ve  orders  to  Are  at  any  boat^  ar templing  to  take  heb  ^ 
^^•'  No  uttempt  of  this^soit  was  wade,  and  the  whole 
affair  termimU^  in  a  few  cannon  shot  being  fired  npon  the 
t9wn,  an  impressive,  though  aceideotiU^y  harmless  prelude 
'to  the  dire  havoc,  which  was  soon  to  follow ! 

A  return  of  the  forces  under  the  command  of  Colonel     '^™^|5"^ 
Bowe,  shews  thek  aggregsiie  to  have,  at  this  time,  amount-  Howe. 
#d  to  1275  men.*  « 

On  tfaue  i9Ui,  the  American  Commanders  were  informed     i>ecembtr 
that  a  Firigate  and  a  Brig  hadjust  appeared  below,  oppo-  ^\,rivaiof 
site  to  the  pleasnre  house.    The  Frigate  proved  to  be  the  Hgate 
the  Liverpool,  mounting  twenty  eight  guns  ;  and  the  livorpeoh 
Brig  with  her,  a  store*ship,  kulen  witharms  and  ammuni- 
tion*   These  two  vesseb  had^  between  them^  ^^OO  men  on 
lioard,  but,  e%»mt  the  usual  eomplement  ol  marines,  none 
of  these  were  soUiers.    Thist^ircumstance  reanimated  the 
droi^uig  hopes  of  Diinmore  and  his  followers.    I'he  repos« 
aession  of  Norfolk  now  became  tlie  favorite  object  of  their 
joyftti  and  triumphant   anticipations ;  and,  once  more, 
Hampton  and  all  the  river-settlements  were .  threatened  ' 
witt  fire  .and  sword.    On  tlie  other  Mde,the   Yirginians 
Jkheld  with  daantless.€^e  the  darbcloud  of  peril  thus  thick-     • 
"Oning  ov^  thw*  heads. 

As  soon  as  the  literpool  reached  Norfolk,  Henry  Bel-  ^^^f^l' 
lew,  her  Captain,  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  to  state  his  wants  g^e,  '^ 
'offreoh provisions,  and  to  asoei*tain  whether  the  resolution     December 
to  restriet  the  King^s  ships  from  all  sijpplies  was  still  perse-  ^' 
vered  in.    His  ^tuation  be  observed,  was  awfully  imperi-  ^ 
ous.    Unless  recalled   by  the  power  that  had  sent  him, 
he  dared  not  move.    To  shed  the  blood  of  the  innocent  and 
helplc^  was  repugniuit  to  his  nature,  contrary  to  his  wish- 
es.   Yetif  his  men,  exasperated  by  the  prolonged  hard- 
ships and.iiainful  deprivations  incidental  to  a  voyage  across 
the  atlaotic,  and  stimulated  not  only  by  appetites  in  them- 
—*—^*— *———■—      ■■■■»■    ■■■■■  I      * 

•  Vij^nia  3d  regiment,  .  .  -  • 

Virginia  Minute  battalion,     .... 
Deuchmcnififom  the  Ut  Virginia  regiment*^ 
NortlL-Garolina  2d  regiment,  »•  -         .  - 

NortbGicoUa&Volo&tevs,    -  '  ... 

TOTAI4         *  137ar. 
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CHAP,  selves  redstkas^  bat  also  by  the' tempting,  proxim]^  •ff 
T.  land,  jhould  break  loose  in  the  uncontroulable  pui^uit  oC 
fresh  and  irholesome  nourishment,  the  result  must  be  ob^ 
vious  to  ertry  oiie.  Howe  was  inclined  to  relax  in  favour 
ot  Captain  Belle w  and  the  people  under'  his  eoromancU 
from  the  asperity  of  the  restrictive  measures  lately  an- 
nounced;  but  he  wished  to  take,  on  this  delicate  su^eet^ 
the  sense  of  thb  Convention.  •  To  that  Body,  therefore,  h» 
referred  the  Captain's  message,  and  imparted  at  the  sam» 
time  his  own  fluctuating  thoughts.  Their  answer  was  fiev 
from  decisive.  It  stated  <<  a  consciousness  of  the  hardships 
,  ^  resulting  to  the  Navy  from  the  want  of  fresh  provisions; 
^<  a  reluctance  to  withhold  the  desired  supplies  througk 
^  any  other  motive  but  the  imperious  dictates  of  pubU* 
^  duty.  Captain  Bellew,  it  said,  was  a  stranger  to  (hm 
^  people  of  Virginia  and  to  their  situation — it  was  well 
^<  to  inform  him  that  if  the  hospitality  and  courtesy  urn- 
<<formly  sUewn  by  the  Colony  to  the  commanders  of  his 
<<  Majesty's  shl^s  had,  of  late,  been  unhappily  interrupted 
<<  it  was  entirely  and  solely  owing  to  the  UDwarrantabl# 
<«  conduct  of  tfome  of  the  Navy  towards  the  inhabitants. 
<^W1io  wereJthe  innocent  and  helpless,  whose  blood  that 
<<  officer  would  not  wish  to  shed,  the  ambiguity  of  his  ex- 
<<  pression  kti  undetermined  ;  Yet,  those  very  expressions 
«<  strongly  implied  that  the  object  of  his  voyage  was  hoa- 
f<  tile  and  murderous,  in  relation  to  part  of  the  citiBeas.-^^ 
<<  The  Convention  ardently  wished  to  liiid  tbemselves  m^ 
*t  taken  in  tliese  apprehensions,  and  if  Captain  Bellew  could 
<<  condescend  to  inform  them  or  Colonel  Howe,  that  he  had 
*^  come  to  Virginia  on  a  friendly  errand,  he  might  depend 
<<  bn  proper  respect  and  attention ;  if,  on  the  contrary^ 
^*  his  design  was  to  aid  schemes  and  effort^  inimical  toiha 
<<  Colony,  he  must  not  blame  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia 
<<  for  totally  declining  to  contribute  towards  their  own  des-> 
« truetion." 

It  is  evident  that  such  a  view  of  the  sabjeot,  was  ill  ed- 
oulated  to  remove  existing  difficulties.  Beliew's  intenti- 
ons were  sufficiently  characterized  by  the  office  which  he 
held  under  the  authority  of  government,  and  from  hint 
it  was  vain  to  expect  sympa^y  or  defection  Thus  no  de- 
finite line  was  traced  for  Howe  and  Wosdford.  Thej 
were  left  to  the  anxiety  oHhat  state,  where  duty  and  In- 
clination are  at  variance.  To  reconcile  both  as  far  as  to 
them  ap];>eared  prai^ticable.  they  complimented  Bellew  with, 
fresh  [divisions  for  his  table,  *and  manifested  towards  bis 
lady,  every  respect  and  attention  in  their  power  :  bA,  at  * 
the  same  time,  they, continued  to  prevent,  with  jealous  ri- 

glance,  those  extensive  supplies  which  alone  could  satirfy 
ipatient  and  hungering  multitudes.  This  naturally  in- 
creased the  irritation  which  already  prevailed  in  the  fleetj, 
pmd  tto  reaantmwt  sf  the  British  ivas  raised  ts  its  aom^ 
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hy  the  destructive  fire  of  the  Amerieaninfleimin^  from  the    CHAP. 
ware-houses  ,  and  other  building*  on  the  wharves.    Every  '     V» 
•bject  now  wore  a  ^oomy  and  threatening  asjieet ;  every  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
thing  announced  an  approaching  storm,  big  with  terror  '"  '" 

and  ruin. 

Nor*  was  the  cloud  lopg  suspended.    The  first  day  of  Ja-       177$. 
Buary,  177(5,  a  year  distinguished  i«  the  annals  of  America,  Buruinjj  €|t 
by  a  series  of  momentous  eveuls^  witnessed  its  hurnt.     Be-  ^^^jl^t^'i 
tween  3  and  4  o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  h^vy  cannonade    *'***^ 
from  the  frigate  ^verpool,  two  sloops  of  war,  and  th^  sliip 
l>UQmor»»  opened  against  the  Town*    Under  cover  oftho 
l^ftSy  several  parties  of  marines  and  sailors  wei^  landed!  and 
•et  fire  to  the  houses  on  the  wharves.     As  the  wind  blew 
from  the  water,  and  the  buildings  were  chiefly  of  wood,  the 
4ames  rapidly  spread,    llie  efforts  of  the  Araeri(?an  com- 
manders and  their  men  to  stop  the  progi'ess  and  ravages  of 
tlie  fire,  proved  ineffectual*    The  conflagration  raged  for 
nearly  three  days,  and  consumed  about  nine  tenths  of  the 
town*  Seareely  can  even  the  strongest  imagination  picture  ' 

fo  itself  the  distress- of  the  wretched  inhabitants^  most  of 
whoitt,  friends  or  foes,  saw  titeir  homes,  their  pro»>erty, 
their  all,  an  indiseriminate  prey  to  the* irrepressible  furv  of 
flie  flames*  The  horrors  of  the  conflagration  were  heigh-, 
tened  by  the  thunder  of  4annon  from  the  strips  and  mus-  * 
ketryef  the  hestlle  parties,  that  encountered  each  other 
in  sharp  conflict,  near  the  shfrre,  and  on  the  slmoking  ruins' 
of  the  devoted  town.  In  these  encounters,  the  British 
were  onlfbrmly  repulsed,  and  driven  back  to  their  boats 
with  riiame  and  loss.«  Of  the  Americans,  by  a  singular 
good  fbttnne,  none  was  killed,  and  only  5  or  6  men  wound- 
ed, one  4f  whom  mortally.  Some  Women  and  childreu 
were,  however,  reported  to  have  lost  their  lives.  In  this 
.aflkir;  the  intrepid  Stevens  stiU  added  to  his  Fame^  At  tho 
head  of  his  hardy,  indefatigable,  and  irresistible  bund«  he 
rushed,  with  the  rapMity  of  lightening  to  the  watcr-side> 
gpnekalarge  party  of  British,  who  had  just  landed  there^ 
mi  compelled  them  to  retire,  with  slaughter  and  in  dis- 
^kiay,  to  the.prqtection  oflheir  wooden  walls,  [n  general, 
^4png  the^hele  of  this  afilieting  scene,  both  officers  and 
ine»evineed  a  spirit  worthy  of  veterans. 

Such  was  the  melanehoiy  event  which  laid  prostrate.the 
most  flourishing  and  richest  town  in  the  Colony.  Its  hap- 
py site,  combining  all  those  natural  advantages  which  in- 
vito and  promote  navigation  and  commerce, ,  had  been  ae^  . 
tively  seeonded  by  tl^e  industry  and  enterprize  of  the  in-  ' 
habitants.  Before  the  existing  troubles,  an  influx  of 
wealth  was  rapidly  pouring  jnto  its  lap.  In  the  two  years 
from  1773  to  1775,  the  rents  of  the  houses  increased  from 
«,(K)0  to  10,000  (  a  year.  Its  population  exceeded  6,000 
eitiaens,  many  of  whom  possessed  affluent  fortunes.  The 
ivhiQle  actual  lossy  oa.this  lauentable  otseaaioB^  byi  hofa 
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CHAP.  Mmpnted  at  mwe  ih&n  three  hundred  thousand  peand» 
V.  ^  fteriing ;  and  the  maes  of  distress  attendant  on  f he  cYent 
is  beyond'all  eateulation.  Sad  eatastrophe  of  a  horrid 
drama/in  whieh  a  Gtovemor  was  seen  aeting  so  odious  i^ 
part  as  to  ruin  the  best  towk  in  a  Colony^  which  he  still  . 
termed  his  GU>vemni6ntf  and  for  wtiieh  he  professed  pa- 
rental solicitude !  What  reason  of  state  eomd  palliate  sueh 
a  measure  I  Surelyt  none.  The  plea  or  urgent  neeessity 
VTMf  at  besty  futile.  Nor  is  it  probaUe  that  the  assailants 
intended  to  destroy  that  part  of  the  Town  only  which  lay 
near  the  water ;  for^  let  us  admit  that  the  wind  was  mo* 
derate,  and  from  the  slrare,  two  eireumstanees  which  th« 
muthoi^y  of  Howe  and  Woodford  positively  eontradict% 
#ould  any  reliance  be  placed  on  the  permanent  eootiau- 
mnce  of  so  changeable  an  element  as  the  windy  in  any  giv- 
en state  i  And  if  it  eottid»  was  it,  even  iheref  in  th'e  pow« 
;er  of  lite  eon&grators  to  prescribe  Bmits  to  the  pi^gress 
mnd  ravages  of  the  fire  i  Desirable  as  it  was  for  Dumnoni 
to  recover  Norfolk)  garrison  it,  and  maintain  himself  tlieret 
in  thist  as  in  many  other  meaMtres,  his  impetuous,  irtoei* 
nible,  vindielive  spirit  overcame  his  understaadii^  and 
kttriried  him  intoidbsnrd  and  unwarrantable  eKtremes.^-^'Iii 
the  Gazette  issued  on  board  his  ship,  he  charges  the  Pro- 
vincials mth  aiding  the  spread  of  the  flames ;  nay^  with 
tiiemselves  setting  ftre  to  houses  in  remote  parts  of  the 
towu,  entirely  free  from  the  dangers  of  theVirigioal  oen- 
ib^gration,  and  thus  converting  the  «eat  of  industryy  eom* 
ineree,  and  opulence,  into  a  desolate,  bamniy  aad  gibomj 
aolitttde.  This  charge  repeated  b^  some  British  Uistori* 
ans,  in  that  feeble  and  awkward  tone,  whick  batntyssus- 
picioil  and  even  incredulity,  appears  to  rest  on  that  gross 
perversion  of  facts,  dignified  by  statesmen  and  partymen 
^th  the  honorable  name  of  policy.  If,  in  the  tumult  and 
eonfiision  of  a  scene  so  propitious  to  the  indti^^ce  of 
dark,  base^imd-malignaiit  passions,  any  excess  of  the  kmd 
took  place,  it  was  far  from  lieing  sanctioned  by  the  man- 
dates of  either  the  civil  cr  military  authority,  on  the  ptrt 
of  the  patriots.  During  the  whole  course  of  the  transae||h- 
on,  Howe  and  Woodfbni,  by  their  positive  '-'brders,  .tiili^ 
presence,  and  their  personal  efforts,  eontributed,  aa^lwh 
a4  they  were  able  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  fire*  True 
it  is,  that  wh^n  the  destruction  of  the  town  was  nearly  com- 
pleted from  the  causes  and  the  manner  just  deseribed,  the 
ruling  ciyil  authority  directed  the  American  eommandera 
to  value  the  remaining  houses,  and  bum  them,'  with  4bm 
humuie  clause  of  indemnity  to  the  owners.  This  wan 
done  with  a  view  to  cut  off  from  the  ships  every  resonree» 
and  to  annihilate  the  hopes  whieh  the  enemy  might  stIU 
enterlaitt  of  advantageously  concentrating  his  forces  at 
that  point*  With  the  same  view,  several  houses  and  ^an- 
tetJMi^  not  Mttd^  inlkiM  Ompmoiaoteof  tlmTownft  hat 
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proprietors  aompelled  to  remote  farther  into  the  country        Y» 
iirlth  their  cattle  and  proTislons.    TWb  scTcrityy  iq  many  ■ 

respects  fiUal,  may  have  been  iU-jodged  and  precipitate,  '■^■■■«^ 
bat  it  wears  not  the  wanton,  emel,  and  savage  aspect  as- 
eribed  to  it  by  Dunmore.  Besides,  the  spirit  of  the  times 
proudly  add  Indienantly  soared  above  all  ealeulations  of  lo- 
cal or  pei*sonal  interest.  Comfort,  ease,  and  even  safb^ 
were  magnanimously  disregarded,  <<  We  care  not  for  our 
toWBS,^  says  a  letter  written  by  a  disttngaished  Patriot  of 
that  day,  <<  and  the  destruction  of  our  houses  would  not 
**eosi  us  a  sigh.  I  have  long  since  given  up  mine  as 
«  lost.  I  hare  not  moved  manv  of  my  things— -indeed, 
'<  nothii^  but  my  pi^rs,  my  books,  and  a  few  necessaries 
^  fbr  house-keeping,  i  can  deelare  without  boaftting  that 
**  I  feel  such  indignation  against  the  authors  of  our  mev- 
^  anees,  and  the  execrable  Pirates  in  our  river,  and  such 
<<  aoncem  for  the  public  at  large,  that  I  have  not  diought, 
^  and  eamiot  thiak  of  my  own  puny  person,  and  insignifi- 
<<  eant  aflWirs,?' 

Woodford  whose  health  had  greatly  suffered  in  this  ex-  riWOT  ^ 
pedition,  no  less  laborious  than  honorablcr  now  solicited 
leave  of  absence ;  he  obtained  it  fbr  such  a  time  as  should 
be  amedbetweeaCdond  Howe  and  himself.  In  addition 
to  .tat  fiitigucfs  and  hardships  inseparable  from  a  winter 
camprngUtthat  zealous  and  brave  officer  had  occasioaally  ^ 

experience  the  bittwness  of  professional  di^st,  and  la 
thte  even  his  pure  and  ardent  patriotism  could  not  silently 
aeeuicsce* 

The  elevation  dT  Patrick  Henry  to  the  chief  command  SomedHRii' 
of  tlie  regular  colonial  forces,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  ^,JJ^^ 
one  of  those  hasty  measures  into  vrhich  effiBrvcscence  of  gra-  offi^^ 
titude  not  unfVequently  betl^ays  even  public  bodies.  From 
the  national  couheils,  where  his  usefulness  was  pre-emi- 
nently conspicuous,  that  gentleman  was  called  to  an  im- 
wrtajit  mmti^  station,  with  the*duties  of  which  he  must, 
m  the  nature  <^  things,  have  been  mostly  unacquainted  ; 
wfaikA,  by  an  unhappy  reaction,  the  country  lost  the  ser- 
vices of  some  able  officers,  whom  the  pride  of  former  rank 
would  not  suffer  to  act  under  him ;  a  loss  peculiariy  to  be 
hsmented  in  the  infancy  of  an  arduous  struggle,  and  at  a 
time  when  Virginia  counted  only  a  few  military  characters 
possessed  of  the  qualifications  necessary  for  discharging 
their  duty  with  honour  to  themselves,  and  security  to  the 
common  causc.-^ Woodford  did  not  decline  to  act  under 
Henry;- yielding  to  the  sublime  and  powerful  impulse 
whieh  great  national  emergencies  are  calculated  to  pro- 
itiee,  he  deemed  it  essentially  incumbent  on  himself  to 
play  )rell  the  |^rt  which  he  was  called  to  act,  witjiout 
regard  to  the  ordet^n  which  he  was  caHed.  Yet,  the  dei- 
irolimn  of  Uie  ^Patriot  coidd  not  utterly  overrule  the  deliea^ 
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CHAP.    <>'tt«  soHiep,    Early  in  December,  i77S,  Benry  sirielljr 
Y.        adliering  to  the  letter  of  a  eammissioD^  stronglj^  worded^ 
perhaps,  beyond  (he, original  intention  of  the  person  who 
drew  it,  had  insisied  upon  Woodford  reporting  to  biniy .  as 
Commander  in  iliief,  the  situation  of  his  army,  that  of  th» 
enemj,  and  other  circumstahees  eonnected  with  the  expe- . 
ilition  against  Dunmore*    M'oodfoi-d  declared  in  his  answer;, 
(here  his  own  woi'ds  are  coji^ed)  that  he  should  always  es-^^ 
teem  himseli  immediately  under  Uenry^s  command,  and 
obey  accordingly,  but  that,  when  sent  to  command  a  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  body  of  troops,  nnder  the  immediate  in-^ 
struelious  of  the  committee  of  safety,  whenever  that  body^ 
or  the  Convention,  was  sitting,  he  loolicd  upon  it  as  lu» 
indispensable  duty  to  address  his  intelligence  to  them,  as 
the  supreme  power  ii^tbe  Colony.    •*If  I  judge  wrong,** 
he  added,  *^  J  hope  that  honourable  body  will  set  me  rights 
.  1  should  wish  to  keep  up  the  greatest  harmony  between 
us,  for  the  good  of  tiie  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  but  can-- 
Dot  bear  to  be  supposed  to  have  neglect ed^y  duty,  when 
I  have  done  every  thing  I  conceiVe  to  be  so."    Aware  that^ 
in  so  <*ritieal  a  juncture,  a  diflTei^nce  between  the  leaders 
of  the  patriotic  army  would  be  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences, the  ^ost  influential  members  of  the  Convention 
privately  interfered,  and  an  open  rupture  wa^  finally  pre^ 
tented  by  the  following  resolution  of  the  committee  of^ 
safety: 

Ix  Committee,  Decembbb,  1775. 

'<  Besolred  wumiinotislyi  I'hat  colonel  Moodford,  al« 
^  though  acting^  upon  a  separate  and  distinct  comipand^  < 
^  ought  th  cori'cspond  with  colonel  Henry,  and  make  re- 
^  turns  to.  him,  at  pi*oper  timcs^  of  the  state  and  condition 
^<  of  the  forces  under  his  commimd ;.  and  also  that  he  1» 
^  subjeot  to  his  orilers,  when  the  Convention,  or  the  com- 
^'mittee  of  safety  is  not  sitting,  but  that  whilst  either  of* 
^  those  bodies  are  sitting,  *iie  is  to  receive  his  oitlers  from 
^  one  of  them.'*  * 

Other  causes  of  -disgust  are  explained  by  the  followinj* 
passages  in  two  letters  from  ilie  amiable  and  patriotic 
Edmund  Pendleton,  whose  conciliatory  temper  beliignant- 
ly  beams  through  the  whole  of  his  correspondence*. 

WflULIAMSBURG,  DECEMBER  24,  1^75. 

^*##  **  *#  #  # 

*  The  behaviour  of  some  of  your  inferior  officers  and 
^  soldiers,  I  am  much  concerned  at ;  it  is  not,  however, 
^  uncommon  in  new  troops  unBccustometl  to  the  advaa- 
^  tages  of  discipline,  and  with  young  officers,  whose  mar- 
•<  tial  ardor  has  not  been  tempered  by  experience  in  ser- 


^  vice.    The  popular  plan  on  which  tjips^were  raised  has 
^'  also,  no  doubtj  contributed  not  a  lutle  to  inereaso  tho 


♦'*  iftiscMef.    Pe^bapi,  flmd  tod  p^rseteHnM  mat  cure  \i.    CIl  AP, 
m  *  #  '  «  ♦  #  *        \. 

«  *        *    These  things,  and  the  ignorance  of  dnty  pro- 

^<  bable  hi  6vcpj  department,  must  greatly ''increase  your  ■=«** 
'<  trouble  and  vexation,  ani  if,  On  a  certain  occasion,  you     * 
^  had  used  more  asperity  of  expression  than  you  did,  you 

*  might  justly  borrow  Hotspur's  excuse  for  tiot  delivering 

*  his  pidsoners,  demanded  -  m  the  inomefit  of  hurry  and 

*  fatigue.    I  hope  the  check  ^given  to  some  oiBcers,  *&c.'*  * 

WlLLIAMSBUR^,  JaNTUABT  5,  1776. 
'<t)EAll8Tft, 

^  I  cannot  avoid  feeling  deeply  for  your  disagreeable 
^  situation — confined  in  a  dirty  place — barrassed  nilh 
^  variety  of  duty — and  chagrined  by  a  popular  opposition 
^  from  inferior  officers. 

«<  The  sentence  of  acquital  of  ^Lieutenant  B- — ^,  is  a  '^ 
^^  specimen  of  what  is  to  be  expected  from  the  judgment 
^  oif  young  officers,  who  are  to  determine  whether  them- 
^  selves  shall  be  subject  to  the  command  of  superiors,  and 
^  punished  for  the  breach ;  and  what  was  more'  mortifyi- 
*»  ing,  the  sentence  could  not  be  reversed,  the  ordinance 
^  not  allowing  an  appeal,  in  any  case  of  acquittal,  to  tlie 
♦«  Convention,  or  committee  of  safety.  Powever,  they  did  * 
**  not  let  it  pass  without  a  stricture  on  the  Lieutenant, 
^  whose  conduct  the  Convention  declared  their  h]j;;UesC 
**  disapptobation  of,  in  their  resolution  not  to  determine 
^  the  appeal.  You.  were  eommendetl,  not  blamed,  for 
«  making  it.  I  find  these-  many  things  have  made  you 
A  sick,  as  your  last  letter  is  from  a  feeble  hand^  I  5^  illy 
^  therefore,  efideavour  this  morning  to  procui*e  your  leave 
•*  of  absence,  &c.'' 

As  already  slated,  the  desired  furlough  was  granted,     -    , 
but  sucli  was  the  urgency  of  the  public  service  that  Wood^ 
*  ford  did  not  immediately  avail  himself  of  its  benefit. 

In' a  colony,  whose  commerce  chiefly  consisted  in  an  ex-  Financial 
change  of  native  produce  for  the  commoditi«  s  and  manu-  and  other 
factures  of  the  mother-count  i^y,  or  those  of  other  couiitrirs,  ^{^^c^o- 
through  her  medium,  and  where  even  lands,  alaves,  and  ny. 
other  active  and  productive  slo(*k,  were  sold  and  purchased 
by  the  agency  of  Biiitish  merchants,  not  for  gold  or  silver, 
but  for  necessaries  or  luxuries,  which*  in  the  hands  of 
'  those  merchunts,  were  always  ready  to  answer  the  wants 
and  desires  of  the  people,  the  circulation ^of  the  precious 
metals  had  generally  been  inconsiderable.   Several  causes, 
among  whi^h  may  be  enumerated  the  remittances  made 
to  European  mercantile  houses,  the  external  exigencies  of 
the  Colony,  and  the  fears  of  those  who,  calculating  the 
probable  duration  ant|  eflects  of  the  present  contest,  hoaifl- 
ed  np  s»  mutsh  cold  and  silver  as  they  could,  now  contri- 
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'       ^        ?'  "  '^  '      \ 

CirAPl  buled  to  inoreiise  the  scamty  of  specie.     ITndc*  rack 
V,       cipcumstances,  as  taxes  were  a  dangerous  expedient  at  th© 
beginning  of  a  war  which  had  originated  in  resistance  to 
taxation,  it  became  indispensable  to  create  resources  of 
another  nature.    The  substitution  of  credit  for  reyenue^ 
was  not  unknown  in  the  Colonies. '  Ih  most  of  them  it  had 
been  resorted  to  on  anterior  occasions ;  Virginia  herself* 
«liad  used  it  in  a  former  war,  but  prudentljs  and  without 
4Uiy  detriment  to  public  faith,  or  prirate  interest.    Old j^ 
moderate  sums  of  paper  had  been  emitted,  and  that  emis- 
sion being  bottomed'^  on  taxes  pledged  specifically  for  its 
pedemplion,  experienced  no  depreciation.    Relying,  there- 
fore, on  tho  .confidence  of  the  people  in  the  pledges  ot 
rulers  whose  interest  was  uow  more  intimately  than  ever 
i;fcorporated  with  their  t>wn,  and  on  their  enthusiasm  and 
patriotism,  the  Convention  resofVed  to  create  a  paper  cur- 
rency, for  the  purpose-of  removing  the.  temporary  difficul- 
.  ties  that  clogged  the  fiscal  operations  of  Virginia.    By  an 
ordinance  **  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  into  actual  service^ 
as  >iell  as  the  expence  of  raising,  and  providing  for^  the 
'  lorces  and  minute  men  directed  to  be  embodied  for  the 
ilofcnce  of  the  Colony,^*  they  empowered  Robert  Carter 
Kichplas  to  issue  Treasury-Notes  for  any  sum  or  sums, 
which  might  be  requisite  for  the  3evcral  purposes  contem- 
pl^ed,  not  exceedin;^,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  three 
hui)dred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds;  and  as  an  additional 
security  against  counterfeits,  they  ordered  those  notes  to 
be  struck  in  Virginia. 

In  ord«»r  to  accomplish  this,  especially  in  regard  to  notes 
of  a  small  amount,  better  adapted  to  the  payment  of  the 
'troops,  proper  paper  and  plates  were  to  be  procured  from 
distant  places,  a  circumstance  necessarily  productive  of 
some  d^lay  and  much  inconTcnience,  as  the  Treasury  was 
almost  entirely  drained  of  specie,  and  the  public  exigen- 
cies hourly  increased.  After  the  eniiHsion  of  the  notes, 
anolher  cause  Of  embarrassment  resulted  from  the  con- 
fined sphere  of  their  currency.  On  this  subject,  let  us 
listen  t6  the  Treasurer  himself:  <*  One  great  diflicuKy,  I 
labour  under,'*  he  observes  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Virginia-Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress,  "is  to  pro- 
cure proper  mpney  to  tlefray  expences  in  the  other  Colo- 
nies. It  is  to  be  wisiied  that  the  Congress  would  do  some- 
thing to  give  cwr  paper  a  general  currency;  and  this,  I 
should  think,  might  he  done  by  establishing  an  exchange 
for  the  Continental  money,  a  consideraWe  part  of  which, 
I  understand,  is  issued  upon  our  credit,  and  surely  this 
must  l)e  equally  good  for  our  own  paper.  Besides,  it  is 
expected,  and,  I  think,  with  the  greatest  reason,  that  a 
jusf  proportion  of  the  expences  incuri*ed  fbr  the  necessary 
defence  of  this  country,  will  be  made  a  contlneutal  charge.^' 
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And  he  adds^  <<Tou  may  ha?e  wondered  that  the  liats  of  CIIAF. 
til  babies,  &e.  bare  not  been  -forwarded  to  our  delegates,        Y. 
and  perhaps,  ma^  be  more  surprised,  when  I  tell  you  of  a  ._^ 

r^neral  disinclination  in  the  people  to  forward  their  lists,  -    ^      "' 
have  not  received  them  from  more  tban  three  districtB  , 

in  the  Colony." 

The  want  of  salt  was  another  grievance  felt  throughout 'Wantofsailt 
Virginia  with  peculiar  severity,  as  the  Colonists  and  their  »«v«*lyi«U 
slaves  chiefly  lived  on  salted  prpvisions,  generally  laid  n^ 
about  th|i  time.     Weil  acquainted  with  the  importance  of 
that  article  to  the  Province,  the  Commanders  of  British 
men  of  war,  and  of  the  Piratical  vessels  fitted  out  by  Dun-    * 
more,    rigorously  intercepted    its    importation.      Three 
tliousand  six  hundred  bushels  of  it,  however,  seized  by  the 
Colonial  cruizers  at  Hampton,  were  distributed  among  the 
different  counties — a  seasonable,  though  transient  and  in- 
adequate relief !  .  * 

Such  difficulties,  and' such  hard$hi|>8  were,  however, 
feeble  and  insignificant.  They  might  be  removed  or  en- 
dured. Indeed,  they  sooti  yielded  to  the  ardor,  persev^* 
ranee  and  fortitude,  with  which  the  transcendant  objects 
in  view  were  calculated  to  animate  the  bosoms  of  an  in- 
jured and  generous  people. 

The   state  of  the   Colony  evidently  required  further  Colonial 
means  of  defence.     Consequently,  in  addition  to  the  two  Voices  in- 
regiments,  already  in  service,  the  Convention  ordered  the  ^*^^'*^    • 
raising  of  seven  more,*  and,  though  the  committee  of  January  12. 
safety,    instructed  their  representatives  in  the  General 
Congress  to  use  their  best  endeavours  and  utmost  infiu- 
enoe  to  procure  the  whole  to  be  supported  at  the  Conti-  «, 

Dental  expence.  This,  however,  could  be  obtained  for 
six  regiments  only.  It  was,  at  first,  supposed  that  the 
intentioil  of  Congress  was  to  pass  by  the  two  former  regi- 
ments, and  to  take  six  of  the  new  ones  into  Continental 
pay.  This  created  some  alarm  and  jealousy  in  the  ancient 
Provincial  oflieers,  as  it  had  a  tendency  to  degrade  their 
commissions,  by  giving  to  Continental  ofTic^rs  of  equal 
rank,  but  of  later  date,  the  precedency  ovl^r  them.  To 
obviate  the  confusion  threatened  by  this  circumstance,  the 
Convention  earnestly  recommended  it  to  Congress,  to  t^- 
low  the  two  existing  regiments  to  stand  first  in  the  arrange- 


•  The  following  Field  Officers  to  these  additional  Regiments,  were  at 
the  same  time  appointed : 

Be^imeiUa.  CoUmeh.  lACwtenant-ColoneU.  Mdjora. 

Third,  Hugh  Mercep,  Geo.  Weedon,  Thomas  Marshall. 

Fourth,  Adam  Stephens,       Isahc  Reade,    •  R.  Lawson. 

Fiftli,  William  Peachy,      William  Crawford,  J.  Parker. 

Sixth,  Mordecai  Buckner,  Thomas  Elliott,  I.  Hendricks.' 

Seventh,  Wm.  Dangerfield,     Alex.  M'ClenaUan,  Wm.  Kelson. 

Ei;,-hfai,  Peter Muhlcnhure,  A.  Bowman,  S  Helviiistone. 

Nihth^  ..  Thdmas  Flcniny,      Geo.  Muthews,  .  M.  Donavoa. 


CHAP. 
V. 


Patrick     . 


EflTervca- 
cenceeaiis- 
•d  by  this 
rtsigiuition. 


Soon  sujb- 
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meiit.  A  list  of  ths  field  officers^  as  tjicf  stood  i«eom*» 
Dieeded,  Ma9  at  the  sam^e  time  transmitted  to  thai  IhhIj^ 
The  committee  of  safety  afterwards  received  the  ooniiiii»- 
sions  wholly  filled  up  for  the  field-ofBcers^  in  the  oi*der 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  beginning  wi<hi^oione)  Henry» 
and  ending  with  Colonel  Buekner.  Colonel  ^eQry  was 
accordingly  offered  his  epmniissiqn,  hot  he  declined  arch- 
ing it,  and  without  assigning  any  reasons,  re^tired  fr^pi 
military  service. 

"Several  causes  were  su^fiosed  to  have  pi*oda9i^  on  th# 
part  of  Patrick  Henry,  this  sudden  and  unexpected  resplu- 
tioti.  Among  these,  his  friends  specified  a  wish  more  effi* 
eientiv  to  serve  I  he  commoo  cause,  in  a  eare^r  better  -a^ 
^apted  to  the  full  ^display  of  genin^  and  eloquence ;  the  ap- 
pan^nt  slight  of  Congress  in  the  first  si  age  of  the  late  ap- 
pointments ;  and,  espt'cially,  a  secrel  and  just  impatience  ^ 
at  a  situation  whic|i,  leaving  to  that  emineat  patriot  litthp  * 
]|ioi*e  than  tUe  empt>  splendour  of  a  pompous  title,  render- 
ed him  the  mere  echo  of  authority ,  and  prevented  his  mar« 
tiaf  talents  fr^m  being  exerted  fbr  his  personal  £ame«  aod 
his  couti(r>'s  good*"^  *  Whatever  motives  might  have  in- 
duced his  i'esignation,  it  produced  some  effervescence  a- 
ibi>r.g  the  troops  stationed  at  Williamsburg.  The  officers^ 
in  an  affectionate  address,  which  they  presented  to  him 
on  that  occasion,  warmly  applauded  ^*  bis  spirited  resent- 
ment of  a  most  glaring  indignity."  As  a  numl>er  of  them 
\were  preparing  to  escort  him  out  of  Williamsbui^*  after  n 
gplondid  dinner  given  him  at  the  Raleig^- tavern,  the  sol- 
diery assembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  with  lou^ 
clamours  demanded  their  discharge,  declaring  their  uiDb- 
willingness  to  serve  under  any  other  (/ommandrl'.t 

Henry  saw  the  propriety  of  cheeking  this  imprudent 
zeal.  For  that  purpose,  he  prolonged  bis  stay  in  Willi- 
amsburg; and.  toother  with  Colonel  Christian  aod  other 
ioiluendal  officers,  exerted  himself  in  reconciling  rh^ 
troops  to  the  present  military  arrangement.  The  wamntti 
of  indiviihial  affection  was  soon  absorbed  bj^  a  more 
expansive  add  more  powerful  sentiment,  the  love  ofC/oq|t« 
tr^  :  nn'l  the  hojies  which  the  itisaffected  might  have  coa- 
eeiv'^d  from  this  un^apiled  manifestation  of  diaeonten^ 
Tanished  with  their  cause. 


•  Colonel  Meredith,  in  certain  manuscript  doeuineDts^  savs.  that  he 
heard  P.  Henry  assipi  as  the  cause  of  hLs  resij^nation,  lus  dls&greemenjfc 
with  Clolonel  Woodfcrd,  and  other  officers.  Co-operating  motives  appear 
to  have  mduced  that  stip. 

^  t  '^^  took  pi  ce  at  the  doge  of  Feh.  but  oul*  namtive  cannot  he  dis- 
k>mted,  so  as  to  follow  a  rigbrous  chronological  ottU^^  This  ninark!»&]f 
Ibe  tppUod  t»  other  pafta  of  this  Hifltoij. 
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Jtesolulions  afthe  Contentutn  respgclin^  J^arfolk — Tliat 
place  is  totally  dtstvoned*  and  Us  acUe  ahundancd — Uoice  ' 
Aations  bi9  troofs  at  Kemp"»^  at  the  Great  hrii^e.  and 
at  Si^otk— State  of  affairs  in  JS^'orth'CayoVma-^O'ppO'' 
miion  of  Governor  Mtiriin  to  the  popular  measurp^ — lie 
rdires  to  Fort  Johnson*  and  afterwards  on  board  the 
Cruizers — Fort  Johnson  i>  burnt  bif  Colonel  ./iith — ^<tr-  '"^ 

tin'it  Proclamation — Htrw  feecired — O^her  ho.siiIc  prueti- 
ces  of  Goverufir  Martin — ^kDonald  erectg  tl^e  roifal 
standard  at  C^08$  Creek— ^nkes  proposals  to  mlloore — 
Who  temporises  from  slrataj^cm — JInd  finail]^  rejects 
ifiem — Retreat  of  McDonald — *%ff^nr  at  Moove-Crcek — 
I)anmore!*s  letter  to  Corbin — Communicated  Inj  him  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety — His  inteiroiew  with  Uunmore-^ 
Proves  fruitless. 

*  AFTEil  the  eonflagration  of  Norfolk,  sharp  skirmishes 
continued  to  take  place  between  the  Coioniuls,  and  th^ 
British  forces,  frequently  aided  hy  the  dissifTected.  la 
thoeu*  occasional  conflicts,  the  Patriots  lost  some  men,  but 
destroyed  more  of  tho  enfmy.  The  almost  entii'e  ruin  of 
the  town  had  imnurted  additional  hoproi's  to  the  asjwiriiy 
of  an  inclement  season.  The  pr-^sent  station  of  theiroops 
Was  uncomfortable  in  the  extreme:  it  would  have  been 
found  so  even  by  veterans  inured  to  a!!  the  severities  and 
h;ir«lships  of  unmitigated  warfare.  Aceordin^ly,  on  the 
tbth  of  January,  (he  Convention  passtMl  the  following  re-^  January  15. 
solutions: 

"  Resolved^  That  the  town  of  Norfolk  ought  to  be  eva-  Rcjoltitions 
^  ouated ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  ^^  ti.cOMi- 
^  to  remove  the  troops  as  soon  as  he  shall  find  it  necessary  pccill^''' 
<•  or  prudent  so  to  do.  and  take  post  at  KemiH-Landing.  the  isonoi!^. 
^«  Great-Bridge,  and  such  other  places  as  he  and  his  coun- 
*•  cil  of  field  officers  shall  judge  most  proper  for  thepro- 
*Mec.tion  of  the  inhalHtants  in  that  part  of  the  country,  ami    - 
**  tbe  general  good  of  the  country  ;   snbjeef,  however,  to 
*«  such  alterations  as  the  cominiUee  of  safety  nr.iy*  in  fu- 
**  ture,  think  propervto  make  ;  but    that,  previous  to  sueh 
*'  evacuation*  be   cau&e  the  mills  and  intrenchments  to  bu 
**  destroyed/' 

"  Rffotrfd,  That  it1>b  recommended  4o  such  of  the  in- 
^  habitants  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Fi'ineess-Anne 
^*  as  may  l>e  exuosed  to  the  attaeks-of  the  enemy,  to  re- 
**  move  themselves  and  their  elTeets.  artd  tlint  the  {j^^rer 
*?  ••rt  b9k  assisted  in  their  removal  by  the  public.'^      '   ' 
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GHA]P.  *   .  A  iccllifliation  fof  demolishiDg  the  remaining  buildings  ia 
Vfi     the  Town  and  suburbs,  was,  on  the  same  day,  proposed^ 
'      butrejeeted.     On  the  day  following,  however,  the  expe- 
■i  dieney  of  the  measure  was  so  forcibly  u^d  by  its  advo- 
cates, that  the  Convention  finaUy  sanctioned  it  by  the 
annexed  resolution,  humanely  softening  its  Inherent  rigor 
by  all  the  means  which  benevolence  could  suggest.* 

"  Resolved^  That  the  commanding  officer  of  t lie  troops 
"  at  Norfolk,  before  he  evacuates  the  feiid  Town,  agreeable 
«  to  the  Resolution  of  yesterday,  do  cause  proper  persons 
<<  to  take  a  list  of  the  houses  remaining  in  Norfolk  and  its 
<<  suburbs,  since  that  Town  was  set  on  fire  by  our  enc- 
«<  mies,  and  to  ascertain  whose  property  they  are,  and 
*«  also,  to  estimate  their  respective  values;  Ihat  he  give 
^  notice  to,  the  inhabitants  to  remove  with  their  effects  j 
<<  and  give  them  such  assistance  in  their  removal  as  he 
^  may  be  ^ble  to  afford ;  and,  when  the  inhabitants  are 


•  As  this  is  R  subject  upon  which  much  has  been  said  and  written,  we 
deem  it  our  duty  to'  lay  before  the  reader,  such  parts  of  our  manuscript 
documents  as  Relate  to  it.  « 

Jolm  Page,  in  a  letter  to  Woodford,  dated  Williamsburg,' January  2,  1776^ 
says  among  other  things : 

*•  I  tliink  your  reasons  for  abandoning  Norfolk  are  good,  unless  you  had  a 
large  body  of  troops  at  Portsmouth,  a  stronger  guard  at  Kemp's,  jmd  a  cer- 
tain and  better  supply  of  provisions  at  Norlblk ;  but  I  thiiik  it  would  be  bet^ 
ter  not  to  destroy  the  Town,  for  it  is  possible  that  matters  may  be  uccommo- 
ds^ed  in  a  short  time,  and,  in  tliat  case,  we  shall  have  done  ourselves  a  great 
injury  to  no  purpose,  and  shaU  be  laughed  at  by  our  enemies.  It  is  true 
Norfolk  may  afford  comfortable  quarters  to  our  enemies,  but,  then,  des- 
troying the  houses  will  not  prevent  tlieir  repairing  tit  em,  and  building  bar- 
racKs,  and  we  cannot  prevent  their  keeping  the  pprt.  Let  them  take  the 
houses,  and  let  us  confine  them  there,  and  cut  off  all  communication  be- 
tween them  and  the  rest  of  the  country.  It  may  be  wise  to  draw  their  atten- 
tion to  so  worthless  a  part  of  our  country;  it  myy  be  tlie  means  of  saving 
some  more  Valuable  place.  If  our  enemies  oblige  us  to  bum  Norfolk,  maj 
the>'  not  oblige  ub  to  bum  Portsmouth,  Hampton  and  York  P* 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  Woodford  also,  and  dated  Williamsburg,  Jamiar 
ry  16,  1776,  Edmund  Pendleton  expresses  himself  thus  :    • 

"  While  the  Town  was  entire,  I  could  not  tliink  it  right  for  you  to  aban- 
don it,  as  it  was  too  shocking  to  think  of  our  making  a  conflagralion  of  our 
own  Town,  though  too  mucli  the  property  of  our  enemies;  but  after  Lord 
Dunmore  had  done  that  horrid  work,  fit  only  for  him,  I  saw  no  reason  for 
your  stay;  and  yet  a  determination  has  been  put  oif  th)m  time  to  time  by 
.  our  slow  moving  body,  till  yesterday,  when  a  resolution  passed,  that  y6u 
should  evacuate  as  soon  as  it  wais  judged  necessary  or  prudent  by  a  Council 
of  Field  officers.  A  resolution  for  demolishing  the  remaining  buildings'  in 
Toun  and  suburbs  was  rejected,  but  1  am  inclined  to  think  will  puss  to-day, 
as  I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  leaving  such  comfortable  lodgmgs  to  our 
enemy." 

Other  letters  before  us,  but  from  characters  less  influential-and  conspicu- 
ous, express  the  same  reluctance'  for  either  the  entire  or  partial  desinic- 
tion  of  that  unhappy  Town.  It  appears,  then,  tliat  tlic  motives  of  the  Con- 
vention, fbr  passing  the  present  resolution,  if  founded  in  error,  wei^  how- 
ever, pur<{  from  all  alloy  of  political  rancour.  Unwilling  to  suppress  any 
circumstance  known  to  us,  we  must  add  that,  in  looking  over  the  Journal  of 
the  House  of  Delegates,  wliich  met  in  October,  1776,  we  observe  a  pethion 
from  tlic  Mayor,  Aldermen,  &c.  of  Norfolk,  in  which  tlie  petitioners  decUtre 
themsilves  ready  to  prove  that  "the  gratest  pai'tof  the  Town,  at  tlie  first  • 
coAftagratioft,  was  wantonly  destroyed  oy  the  Provincial  troops.*' 
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^  remoTed,  that  ho  canst  aD  soAi  houses  to  be  demolish*    CHAlK. 
'^  edy  as,  in  his  opinion^  may  be  useful  to  our  enemies."  VL 

Tn  consequence  of  these  directifnSf  on  the  6th  day  ^f 

February,  Howe  abandohed  Norfolk,  or  rather  iik»  seite  ^^^^^ 

on  which  Norfolk  had  stood;  for  scarcely  any  vestige  of  '^*'"*«y^* 

that  ill-fated  Town  was, now  to  be  seen»     After  removing  Thit place 

the  inhabitants,  thea*emaining  edifices  had  been  destroyed;  ^^^^^ 

and  the  mournful  silence  of  gloomy  depopulation  now  reign-  its  ^te  ^ 

ed,  vrhere  the  gay,  animating  bustle  of  an  active,  emulous,  ba&doacd 

erowd  had  so  lately  prevailed.    Of  this  evaeoatlon,  the 

gallant  Carolinian  giv^  a  minute  and  interesting  aooount^' 

in  a  letter  dated  Gjreat-Bridge,  February  9,  1776,  and 

addressed  ^o  bis  friend  Woodford,  who,  havhig  availed 

himself  of  the  furlough  granted  him  by  the  Convention, 

now  enjoyed  a  transient  respite  from  the  toijs  and  dangers 

of  war,  in  the  bosom  of  a  beloved  and  virtuous  Cunily,  in    * 

Caroline  county.     **  We  have  removed  from  Norfolk/' 

writes  the  gay  warrior,  <Hhank  Grod  fpr  thai !  Itjsentire« 

^  ly  destroyed  ;  tlmnk  Gdd  for  that  also !  And  we  shall 

'<  soon,  I  h6pe,  be  in  more  comfortable  quarters,  when  I 

<*'8hall  be  equally  pious,  and  equally  grateful  for  that  like*    * 

u  wise ! — Our  enemies  (except  two  six  pounders)  did  not 

^  attempt  to  molest  us'  either  in  destroying  the  remains  of 

<<  the  Town,  or  in  our  retreat,  but  remained  patient  spee- 

"  tators  of  the  whole  scene.    I  expected  they  would  be 

<<  making  excursions  the  next  day,  and  sent  Major  Ruffin 

<<  with  a  strong  party,  to  interrupt  them.    They  had  col* 

<^  lected  a  parcel  of  Sheep,  which  we  took ;  they  stood  a 

"  small  brush,  lost  five  men,  among  whom  the  notorious 

<^  Mr.  N ,  who  was  shot  through  the  hea^.  *  We  made 

<<  ei^ht  prisoners,  the  infamous  and  wickedly  industrious 

<*  Mr.  C one  of  them ;  and  we  hear  they  had  many 

^<  wounded.    Providence  most  graciously  and  remarkably  How^si^ 
'vcontiauing  to  protect  us,  ordained  that  we  should  not  tionshii 
'<  lose  one  man,  or  have  one  wounded,  although  they  re-  troo(«: 
^  turned  our  fire,  and  giEive  our  people  baside  a  smart  can- 
^'nonade.    I  send  another  party  Iq: morrow;  they  shall 
"  have  no  rest  fer  the  sole  of  their  feet.    We  were  within 
'^  an  inch  of  taking  Captain  Squire,  and  Lieut.  WriglU^ 
^  as  the  country-people  inform  us.    We  got  our  old  friend, 

"  Mr.  W ,  who  was  in  the  Town,  among  the  enemy, 

'^  with  no  other  intention,  to  be  aure^  than  to  pick  up  nails. 
**  He  is,  however,  in  close  custody.    Major  Eppes  is  sta-  xtKem^ 
"  tioned  at  Kemp's,  with  three  hundred  men ;   Mj^for  ^^  ^^.^^ 
''Marshall  will  remain  at  Great-Bridge  with  three  hun-  Bridge. 
'^  dred  more;  and  where  I  shall  be,  I  have  not  yet  abso-  * 

**  lutely  determined,  though  I  join  you  in  thinking,  it  And  at 
"  should  be  about  Suffolk.    The  tenders  have  been  up  tof  Soffak. 
^  Major  Cooper's ;  they  burnt  his  bam>  took  Grutridge's 
''  vessel,  &c.  &c*'' 
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CHA**.       Sofflblk  vtA^f  in  efR-ct,  iHii  place  ^hert  CJrfwiel  H^tre  nl- 
VI.      timaiely  deteniutw^dio  staifen  the  residue  df  the  troops 

^ Uiulet  his  eomniafrtl.    He  ai*rived  th^re  oft  the  13f b  Of  Fe- 

■*'*"'■  "    '  "  broRry,  tviib  644  iiien,  of  whom  n}}fiui  W4  Hi  for  duf,^ ;  ih^ 
rt*sl  enff^ebled  br  sickness  oflp  ftrtigae,  and  Itieafvable  lo  a^tr 
FctaiarylS  To  Suffolk  iiunlbera  of  hous^lfHs  and  distressed  fni:tfive« 
from  Norfolk  had  already  resOfied  ;  humanHv  and  liosfii<» 
tattty  had  th^wir  their  doors  open  to  ree4*i\e  those  iin#bf-» 
tunaie  wandefers :  every  building  was  erouded  uith  them  ^ 
to  procure  lodjj:;'hgs  for  the  troo|»s  wjs.  fhertfVvre,  attended 
with  immense  dillicuhy.     A  «eareity  of  provisions  i^n^  tt- 
/.         nother  necessary  res«it  of  thitf  exlraordina^r  inilux  of  a4-^ 
Tentilioos    pop\ilAtioh       Patriotism    trhimphed    &s^t   all 
those  im'ontenierteies  ;  and  in  tlie  eonseionsness  of  beitig 
engagrd  in  the  support  of  a  ju^  and  n<>We  eanse.  ev«i^ 
^  .       '  one  forp:oj  his  ease,  hre  (Comfort,  his  safety,  to  tkiitk  only 
o*  his  country's  invatied  rights,  and  of  her  awfol  situafioib 
am!  sHeTCd  call.     I  n  order  to  establish  a  eommunieaiion  be* 
tween  Snflfnik  and  Kemjw,  a  party  was  stationed  at  firittle% 
dnd  another  at  Sleepy-hole.     A  re|>ort  that  the  enemy  was 
.    intrenching  himself  below  Portsmouth,  caused  Maj«tr  Rnf- 
in  to  Iw  sent  down,  foi  the  purpose  of  ascer raining  tb^ 
s    truth.     If  any  hostile  post  had  really  bi*en  formed  at  that 
place,  ii  was  coutemjdated  to  break  ft  op ;  but  as  the  mi- 
itr«criftlisii5  were  found  to  be  intrenched  to  the  nuoiher  of 
/  •    about  .'iOO,  under  co\Tr  of  the  ships,  the  design  was  foi'  thc^ 
present  rclinquishnl.  as  fraught  with  too  many   dangers^ 
withouf  any  comnicusurate  benefits. 
Rtateorar.        While  the  brave  and  patriotic  Howe  was  thus  aetirely 
^irsniN.     employed  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  Yirginia,  or- 
^"    ^       d^i'sVeachcd  himto  set  out  for  his  native  Colony,  to  oppose 
tire  Highlanders  and  Regulators,  two  classes  of  citiierts  e- 
,  "  qually  fii«a{feeted  and  formitliible.     At  the  vf^ry   moment^ 

however,  rhat  he  was  leaving  Suflfclk.  in  obedience  t*  those 
orders,  ho  was  countermanded  to  stay,  for  the  purpose  of 
•  marching  against  <jeneral  Clinton,  wlio  hadjust  arrived  in ^ 
Hampton  Ro;ids  with  an  alarming  force,  and  whose  debar- 
kation at  soTtie  favorable  point  was  hourly  eicpected,  hiB 
real  destination  not  being  then  known. 

^  The  mention  of  llii^  incident  naturally  fnf reduces  a  sur- 
vey of  the  collateral  and  simultaneous  transaotions  in  tlie 
neighbonring  province  of  NoCth  Carolina. 

If  Virginia  was  nobly  zealous,  and  gloriously  successful  in 
advancing  by  her  energy  the  trimnpli  of  tlie  popular  cause^ 
North  Cait>i)na  displayed  an  :n*dour  no  less  commendable^ 
tipposiiion    «*»d  equally  fortunate.     Governor  Martin  had  evinced  ail 
ofGoy^nor  early  and  decided  hostility  lo  ihe  measures  of  the  iieople, 
^epopui^  in  resisting  ministerial  encroachments.     Oh  the  4th  of  A- 
roeosures.     P^^'  1775,  in  a  lofty  governmental  striiin,  he  had  cbai-ged 
theGencr.il  Assembly  of  the  Colony  not  to  appoint   Dele- 
gales  to  the  general  Congress  at  Pbiladelphia^  ailedgiog 
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i^  moll  M  sppofiiitBMiit  would  be  highlj  ofll^sfye  to  £he    CMAP* 
King ;  earnesdy  calling  upon  them,  at  the  samc^  time,  "  to        VI. 

appose  a  meeting  of  Dek^tes,  whom  the  people  had  been    ' 

iBTited  to  ehoose,  and  who  were  to  assemble  at  that  very  ^^i^^ 
time  and  plaee,  in  the  faec  of  the  Legislature/'  The  an- 
•wer  of  the  General  Assembly  was  firm,  dignified,  and  t 
worthy  of  Freemen^  Itforeibly  and  eloquently  repelled 
the  naialevolent  insinuations  of  the  Governor,  and  openly 
cottiiteraeted  his  oppressive  designs.  Far  from  agreeing 
with  him  in  bestowing  on  the  Convention  now  held  at  New«» 
hern,  the  injurious  appellation  of  an  illegal  meeting,  they 
lecognized  in  the  members  of  that  body  the  respectable  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  appointed  for  a  special  and  Im- 
portant  purpose,  to  accomplish  which,  they  must  be  inde* 
pendent  from  the  frequent  and  capricious  prorogations  waii»  ' 
twily  exercised  in  regard  to  tlie  general  Assembly  them- 
selves. Subsequent  occurrences  of  a  complexion  no  less  ia^ 
aasfucioos  contributed  to  widen  the  breacli  between  the  Go* 
Ternor  and  (he  People.  Trusting  for  the  sup{)ort  of  his 
authority,  in  the  affection  of  the  back  settlers,  chiefly 
composed  of  Scotch  Highland  Emigrants,  warmly  abd 
obsthiately  attached  to.  the  Royal  Government,  he  had 
eommi^nced  to  fortify  his  palace,  and  oontempjated  an  im^ 
mediate  appeal  to  arm»;  but  before  his  plan  could  be  ef^' 
feeted,  the  people  took  the  alarm,  seized  upon  his  artille- 
17  and  ammunition,  and  eompelled  him  to  seek  personal 
safety  in  a  precipitate  retreat  to  fort  Johnson  on  Cape  Pear  He  retiiti 
river.  Nor  was  this  all.  His  continued  efforts  to  foment  to  Fort 
a  civil  war  ;  his  avowed  design  of  encouraging  the  slaves  '^®*^***«^ 
to  revolt,,  if  all  other  means  to  maintain  the  King*s  Cro» 
temment  should  fail ;  his  hostile  and  daogerous  letters  to 
the  ministry,  and  to  General  Gage,  replete  with  falsitiea 
ttd  mbrepresentations  of  the  Colony,  induced  the  Ncw« 
hem  Committee  to  declare  him  an  .enemy  to  Aiuerienn  Li- 
berty, and  to  the  rights  and  blessings  of  a  free  people,  and 
utterly  unworthy  of  tlicir  confidence.    . 

It  soon  became  evident  that  Fort  Johnson  ^was  prepar- 
paring  for  the  reception  of  an  additional  forced  upon  which 
^  patriotic  assemblage  collected  at  Wilmington,  utnler  Co*  • 

lopel  Ash,  wiik  the  professed  intention  of  removing  the 
King's  artilleiy  from  the  Fort,  in  order  to  preserve  and  se^-  And  aft«^ 
eure  it  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty.    This  contemplated  re-  ^*^  ^F^ 
moval  was,  however,  prevented  by  the  vigilant  activity  of  cmbttT* 
the  GoTcrnorf  who  himself  retired  on  board  the  King's  Port  John* 
Sloop,  the  Crui%er.    In  the  course  of  the  succeeding  night,  son  is  bunit 
Ash  entered  the  Fort,  and  set  fire  to  the  house«.and  build-  ^y  CoIom^I 
Inf^  within  it,  that   had  been  evacuated    and  disarmed.  ^^ 
The  next  day  witnessed  the  entire  destruction  of  what  the 
fames  had  spared  ;  and  soon  after  the  Committee  resolved 
^  that  no  person  or  persons  wliatcver  should  have  any  eor^ 
9q^ondence  wUh  the  Grovemor,  oapaia  oiT  b^ing  deeiM* 
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.    The  pubUoatioD  ^  these  pr^ceedBo^  and  roBOfves**  Onlw 
forth  fffom  Martin  a  proehmatiofi  of  UBUtnal  M»gthf  or  wur 
ther  a  mnute  aad  distorted  narrative^  wkh  faiflammatoiy 
comments*     Thia  tie  ProYinoial  Congreis^  asfielmbled  «4 
Howreceiv-  HUfeboroiigh,  tMiaiiiiMiitr^  pronounced  ta.  be  a  fajbe«aea»- 


Proclama* 
tion. 


tilepmcti- 
ce;pofGo« 
Tcmor 
Manio. 


dideus^  scurrilous^  malieious,  and  seditions  libeh  aaA  •r* 
dered  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  eeninion  £xe«uli^ 
onrr.  That  this  ivarteth  ariginated  in  a  sense  of  ipdiTidu* 
al  wrongs*  mA  in  the  personal  odium  which  the  Goveniw 
had  drawn  upon  himselff  elearly  appears  from  the  modern^ 
'  tion  which  the  same  body  manifested  on  two  oth^  oeenfik 
ons.  A  plan  of  eonieiferaiion  having  been  laid  befora 
them,  they; |;xpressedmtlK  form  of  a  resolution  their  deli* 
bei-ate  aod*ma(  iire  heUef  tb^  <«  the  i^n  of  general  eonM* 
eratioa  was  not  at  pim»Qnt  eligible*  and  that  the  existing 
association  ought  to  he  farther  relieil  on  for  bringing  a  ra- 
eonciliftitioo  with  the  parent  elatie,  ami  a  further  coafedera-* 
pf  oaght  only  to  b^adOptDd  in  ease  of  the  last  exirentiiy.'' 
At  a  sulmqaent  period^  in  an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
t|ie  Bcif  ish  Erapire^Xproposed  by  Mr.  Hooper^  and  nnaal^ 
mously  adopted*  they "^med  anxious  to  ward  off the^  i«fi|Mi> 
ti^tion  of  aspiiringto  inaq[>endeuee  by  the  following  expres*^ 
slons : 

^«  We  again  declare^  and  we  invoke  that  A1nii||^y  Beinf^ 
who  seaj*('he8  the  recesses  of  the  human  hearst^  and  knows 
our  most  seeiHTt  intentions*  that  it  is  our  most  e^rtupsf  ^hh 
^  and  prater  lo  be  resiored,  with  the  other  unitetl  Colonies 
tn.the  state  in  wlueb  we  and  they  wei*e  plaoed  be&re  the 
^ear  1703,  disposed  to  glance  over  any  regulations  whieh 
]^ritainhad  made  previous  to  this,  and  which  seem  to  bo 
iniuripus^and  oppressive  to  these  colonies*  hoping  that*  a4 
ftomo^  fature  day,  she  wUi  benignly  interpose^  awl  reauiya 
fi*Ol»i  us  every  cause  of  eom^Jaint.'^  , 

I  The  above  occurrences  which  took  place  in  the  ooiirse  of 
i77i>9  ditl  not  entirely  prostrate  the  hopes  of  the  Govesrnor. 
Along  the  Western  frontiers,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Pro« 
Tiaoe^  were  aeatterod  a  disorderly  and  restless  aei  of  men* 
called  U^^yitUxm^  from  their  a^^mpt,  in  i770y  to  stop  the 
administration  of  jastiee*  or,  at  letist,  to  eont3*ouI  its  forms* 
Their  eflbrts  had  then  lieen  dcfeateil*  but  they  still  retained 
t)ie  same  wild  and  lawless  si>iiit,  and  now  ain^  at  the  (^ 
limial  system  the  deadly  blow  %?ltich  they  had  not  been  a* 
ble  to  inflief  on  the  Royal  Govemment*  The  Praviaee  al- 
so eoatained  uiany  Scotch  settlers,  who  had  eKchanp^ed 
their  mountahps  for  a  more  genial  elimate«  withoutvbeing  a- 
ble  to  renottneo  tluise  early  parttaJitiee,  attachments*  and 
ppejudicea*  among  which  a  iiliiid  veneration  for  royal  ai:- 
thof^fy^a^d  its'cooconittHii's  was  not  the  least  inftnential. 
^itbhothi  tkise^elJiBaLB  oi*inhabiiants>  Martin  eonljmied 
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«»%e^«f^«  Mn>^^i(vttAcM«.    %thdr  tarmdii,  IM  oi^giu    CHAP. 
iiizr<i  a  piaB  dfinsvHfet  oiif  iftsuf^  Caloiiel*B  commiKsiiiim      .  \h 
tur  ibis pftifMise,  atid  u.idered  9ii«h  uea  as  should  lalbeop  " 

ftmtft  to  refmli'  te  the  iv^yal  sundard  at  HrtiiMwioky  betbte  ••■■•■* 
Ohs  IMhof  fVArtmr^f  1776^  pipomisiiig  that  they  shdold  be 
tfittl  arid  there  supported  by  WOO  i^alars. 

In  tlkeif  inteUigeilee  hud  reached  him  that  C^eneral 
OHtiton  wonldv  abMt  that  time,  wrrive  at  Cape  Pear,  with  h 
toaildHaeliment,  aiMihat,  early  ib  the  year,  HirPetef 
Purfeer^and  Le^d  CerBwalli*  vere  te  sail  from  Irelaod  fof 
the  southern  Colonies,  pn  bwibty  for  North  Carolina,  with 
a  ^tjuadrati,  aitd  a  eonsidei'able  body  of  troops.    Bt  the  eo*  ' 

operation  of  1  hose  tinitedft>re<^S9  Martin  iattereu  hioisetf 
ipeedily  (o  elftct  the  reduction  ol*  the  Colony.    He  no-  Macdonald 
minated  one  Macdonald  e^mniander  in  chief  of  the  royal  ^^^g^*^ 
party;     Maedonald,  bold,  adventurous,  and  impatient  to  ard  at  Cross- 
act,  erected  the  royal  standard  at  Cross-Cwek,  early  In  Creek. 
I'f  brnary,  issued  a  proclamation  -  prepared  by  the  Goteiv  pcbniwy  9. 
ihir  ftrthe  occasion,  and  soon  counted  1500  men,  ready  to 
march  wherever  he  might  choose  to  lead  them.  ,To  form^ 
^junetion  with  Lord  Wm.  Campbell,  art*  General  Clinton 
Who  had  now  i-rached  Cape  Fear,  and,  with  them  and  tho 
GoTemor,  to  peiictrate  the  interior  of  the  Colony,  and  awe 
ffae  inhabitants  into  nneoildiiional  Kuhmisftlon,  was  the  plan 
of  the  Lo^^lists.    This  scheme,  however,  was  defeated  by  •      . 
the  prodenee  and  aetitity  of  the  iiatrlotic  leaders.    No 
looner  was  BHgadier  General  James  Moore  apprised  of 
(he  first  movements  of  the  disafitcted,  than  he  proceeded 
with  his  own  regiment,  flvi-  pieces  of  artilleiy,  and  part  of  February  15 
the  Bfadon  milina,  to  take  posse^iion  of  an  important  post, 
ealledRoclt-flshBridge.at  the  distance  of  seven  miles  on*' 
fy  from  the  station  occupied  by  the  Loyalists.    As  his  nvnt- 
hers  were  irferior  to  theirs,  he  resolved  to  intrench  and 
fortify  that  pass,  and  to  wait  ior  reinforecraenf s.    These 
hourly  arrived  from  difl^rent  quarters,  and  on  the  IWh, 
his  force  amounted  to  about  1100  men.    Macdonald  now  Makes  pro- 
stdvancM,  at  the  head  of  bis  army,  withth  fVinr  miles  of  the  ^J^^ 
Patriots,  arid  by  a  dag  of  truce  lra»smltted  to  Moore  the 
Governor's  proclamation,  with  a  maniFesto  and  A  letter 
from  ItimseW;  inviting  him  to  johi  the  King's  standard,  and 
containing  the  following  tlireat :  «<  I  hnve  thought  proper 
fo  intimate  to  yon  that,  in  case  yon  do  not,  by  12  o'clock, 
to-morrow.Join  the  Royal  standard,  I  must  certainly  con- 
flder  yon  and  your  men  as  enemies,  and  take  tlie  necessary 
«ejis  for  the  support  of  legal  anthoritv." 

Moore  jwas  auKions  to  postpone  a  decisive  answer,  until  whotaa. 
(he  Colordal  forces,    then  on  their  march  to  Join  him,  ^^'^^^"^ 
AouM  be  so  concentrated  as  to  render  success  infHlhMe.  ^^^  gf^^ji^ 
tie,  therefore,  allcdgedthe  necessity  of  a  confqr^ncc  with  rejeeutk<^ 
other  Colonial  officers,  bigli  in  authority;  previously  io 
ttis  retntning  a  flnal  eommun^catioa  onso  momentous  at  sub* 
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CRAB.  J6et ;  ml  when  be  thraght  himself  Bb)e  t#  fttte«^1li«# 
Tl.  donald  with  aiivanlage,  and  even  to  eut  off  his  retreat  •  he  m*  • 
formed  him  that  •*  both  he,  and  the  patriotic  offii^ers  willl. 
*•■**''•  whom  he  had  eonsidtedy  eons^iuered  themselYei^  en^^^ed  id  a 
cause  the  hmmH.  glorious  and  honorable  in  thiefworid^  for  tte 
defence  oi'  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  in  support  of  whidh 
they  were  alike  determined  to  hazard  every  thing  dear  and 
valuable."  Ue  then  offered  som^  retnarks  on  the  ingratin 
tude  of  the  Highlanders  for  their  favorable  reception  ia 
the  Colony  ;  and  eoncloded  with  thes€^  words  :  **  Uesiroiui 
of  avoiding ^t he  effusion  of  humafi  blood*  1  have  thought 
proper  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  test,  recommended  by  tba 
continental  Ckingress,  which  ifyou  and  your  men  will  y^ 
subscribe,  we  are  willing  to  ret^eive  ^ou  as  friends  and 
eountiy-nien.  Should  this  off^  r  be  rejected,  1  shall  eonsi* 
der  you  all  as  enemies  of  the  const  11  utional  liberties  of  A-- 
merica,  and  treat  you  accortlingly." 

'  To  this  Macdoiiald  replied  in  a  haughty  and  hldigaant 
tone,  repielling  with  scorn  the  charge  of  ingratitude  mada 
against  the  Scotch  E  migrant  s,  expat  iating  wit  h  abhorrenea 
on  the  sentimerit^of  revolt,  hostility  and  treason,  to  the 
King,  which  he  ascribed  to  his  opponents,  and  declining  H 
his  duty  to  conquer,  if  be  could  not  reclaim,  all  those  wha 
miglit  be  hardy  enough  to  take  up  arms  against  the  best  ot 
^m^*-i»         masters  and  of  monarchs. 

SSdonidd.       '^  immediate  engagement  was,  therefore^   expected* 
TmhraLv  :a  ®"  ^^  UhU  howcver,  Moore  discovered  that,  during  the 
*^**7      two  preceding  niehts,  Macdonald,  doubtless,  apprehensive 
of  being  surrounded,  had  crossed  the  North- West  river  at 
Cumpbell  Town,  with  the  whole  of  his  army,  sunk  and 
jMrafr  at       destroyed  all  the  boats,  and  that  he  was  now  rapidly  follow*^ 
Cr^      '  ^^K  ^^^  "*^'  direct  roiite  to  Negree-fiead  point.    Measures 
were  sipeeiljly  adojited  to  obstruct,  harrass,  and  distress 
them  in  their  march,  and  the  pursuit  was  marked  with  no 
W?**«y^  less  activity>Bd  skill  than  the  retreat.    On  the  26th,  Col. 
Lillington,  who  bud  the  precetiing  day,  taken  his  stand  at 
]^f  oore's  creek  Bridge,  was  joinetl  by  CoIoticI  Caswell.    A 
small  breast-work  was.hastily  raised,  ahd  the'Bridge  part* 
Ij^destroyed.    The  next  morning,  at  break  of  da^,  an  a*, 
larm  gun  was  fired  ;  immediately  after  which,  the  IkoyaU 
/    isti,  headed  by  C/apt.  Macleod,  in  consequence  of  Macdt^ 
nald's  indisposition,  witb  great  spirit  and  im|ietuosity,  rush* 
ed  on  to  attacJi  the  Colonials.    They  now  were  wit  bin 
thirty  paces  of  the  breast -work  and  artillery  of  (he  Patri- 
ots, when  a  tremendous  fire  opened  upon  them.    Ma^leod^ 
and  several  officers  and  men  immediately  fell.    In  a  fevr 
minutes,  the  whole  of  their  army  was  put  to  flight :  they  a- 
bandoned  their  sick  General,  who  was,  the  next  day,  takei^ 
ky  the  Provineials-^of  the  insurgents  about  70  were  cither 
killed  or  nya^ic  prisoners ;  the  Patriots  bad  only  two  men 
v^uadetly  one  of  whom  iliod>  and  the  other  survived*    A 


le  qvaatity  of  amis,  amnttiiitioiw  mi  6&er  ni-  CBAP, 
iiiaty  stores,  became  the  property  of  the  ceoquerorst  and  VJU 
Siost  of  the  fugitives  were  'di»ariiied  and  seeured.  Thut 
Was  happily  t^inkiated  a  dangeroiis  and  menaeing  insur- 
jrectjoo.  Ti^ll^ielory  jo«nly  diffused  through  Nortb-Ca- 
jrolina  and  iier  sister-eolonies  exuliation  and  oonfidenee.  It 
•rushed  one  of  the  hrads  of  the  hydra  of  opposition  ;  and 
tf  it  did  not  enlirely  neutralize,  it,  at  leajst,  retarded  the  o« 

C rations  meditated  a^mnst  the  eokmy,  and  afforded  time 
invpare  for  the  burst  of  the  impending  storm. 

in  tlie  speeeh  with  whicti  the  King  of  EUgland  ro^t  his  Dnmtifln^ 
Parliament,  on  the  28ih  of  Oetoher,  1775,  among  other  {^^^^ 
sieasures  eontciuplated  in  relatiop  to  America,  he  men*  ^'^'^^^ 
tkmed  the  following :  i 

<*  Wlieii  the  unhappy  and  delufled  multitude  against  .  ^ 
^  whom  this  foree  will  be  directed,  {an  inereasei  ficrrol 
^t  and  military  force  dMtined  againftt,  the  Volonieg J  shall 
^  become  sensible  of  their  error,  )  shall  l)e  ready  to  receive 
^  the  misled  with  (etiderne«s  and  meircy  :  and  in  onier  to 
<<  prevent  the  iueonveaiencies  which  may  i^rise  frorn^  f h# 
^  grcfit  distance  of  their  situaticn,  and  to  remove*'  as  soon 
#<  asposHible»  the  calamities  which  the^  suffer,  I  shall  give 
i*  auiliorify  to  certain  persons  upon  the  spot  to  grant  ge^ 
^  nerai  or  particular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  such  st  ' 
^  manner,  and  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and 
^  to  -receive  the  submission  of  any  Province  or  Colony 
*^  which  shall  be  dif«posed  to  return  to' its  allegiance.  It 
<<  may  also  be  propir  to  authorize  per^ns  so  commission* 
**  ed,  to  restore  such  Province  or  Colony,  so  returning  to 
^  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercise  of  its  trade  and  com- 
i<  inerce,  and  to  the  same  protection  and  security,  as  if 
«  such  Province  or  Colony,  had  never  revolted/' 

This  furnished  Dunmore  with  the  opportunity  of  an  at- 
tempt, either  real  or  preiended,  towards  a  reconciliation 
lietween  Vii^nia  and  the  parent  State.     On  the  22nd  of 
January,  1776r  he  addressed,  fi*om  the  Sliip  Dunmore,  in 
Elizabeth  river,  to  the  honorable  Riehard  Corbin,  a  let*  * 
ter,  in  which,  after  complacently  expatiating  on  the  ree^ 
titnde  of  his  own  intentions,  and  the  benevolence  of  his 
oifrn  heart,  and  vaguely,  but  acrimoniously  reflecting  on 
the  viewsy  the  motives,  and  conduct  of  the  leading  Patri- 
ots, he  called  on  that  gentleman,  in  the  name  of  his  Grod» 
his  King  and  his  Country,  to  *«  enforce  by  every  exertion 
of  his  best  advice  and  assistance,  the  sincere  endeavours 
vhich  the  generous,  the  humane,  the  truly  noble  senti- 
ments expressed  in  the  part  of  his  Majes^^s  speech  just  Cotmrtmii- 
quoted,  prompted  him  to  make,  to  effect,  by  any  means  ^^f^*^^ 
that  should  be  thought  most  advisal)le,    an    honorable,  committee. 
permanent,  speedy,  am)  happy  reconciliation  between  the  of  safety. 
Colony  and  the  mother  Country^**       On  the  19Ui  of  Fe»  r^kt^tujis 
l^ruary,  Air,  Corbin  IsOd  the  lAttor  ttUsitod  to  bofbro  tfa^ 


CHAP.  »fc«W«^  i/t^$f^y^  te^csrti^g  i^  dplfil*A  ftf  fW  ^*!^ 
VI  in  relalidd  to  the  'important  object  wtiich  Dnntnore  pwr- 
fesfted  himself  »o  anxiot^s  to  protriote.  The  Committ^ 
*  "  .'  I  exprcfsseiU  i«i  answer,  their  ardent  wishes  Ibfr  the  reeon* 
eiliation  propo«<ed,  deelaring  themdelves»  aCttie  same  tim^l 
iieither  authorized,  nof  Inclined,  to  Intermeddle  in  thd 
tqode  of  negotiation.  "The  Continental  Congress,  tfie# 
said,  liiive,  in  their  last  petition  to  the  throne,  besougliT 
jh^  Majesty  td  point  out  some  mdde  ibr  such  n^e^iation  { 
and  if  the  aditilnist.ration  are  disposed  to  heal  this  unn'^ta- 
fal  iroiind  in  the  Empire,  they  will  embrace  that  oeeasioa 
f  which  pr^aWy  will  be  the  last)  of  accomplishing  it.  At 
all  evldnts,  any  other  steps  to  be  taken  must  proceed  front 
the  Representatives  of  the  Continent,  and  not  from  us.--^' 
We  ^faall,  however,  communicate  the  contents  of  Lord 
)9anmofe*ft  letter  to  the  House  of  Burgesses,  who  iticetji 
by  adjournment,  the  first  of  March,  and  submit  the  mat- 
ter to  them,  in  ease  there  should  then  be  members  enoiigh, 
to  proceed  to  business,  or  as  soon  al\er  as  such  a  number 
ean  be  convened.  In  the  mean  time,  if  his  Lordship  has 
It  in  his  inclination  and  power  to  serve  the  Colony,  and 
avoid  making  the  breach  still  wider,  it  may  be  manifested 
liy  suspending  hostilities  against  the  inhabitants,  until  the 
vitimate  intentions  of  his  Majesty  are  Icnown,  respecting 
,  any  negotlatfei.''  To  this  declaration,  the  Committee  ad- 
ded assurances  of  unlimited  confidence  in  the  attachment 
of  Mr.  Corbin  to  the  real  interest  of  his  country,  and  in 
tlie  pnritpr  of  tlie  motiros  by  which  he  vras  aetuatedL 
They  entirely  approved  of  his  intention  to  proceed  with  a 
•  flag  of  trueo  on  board  the  Dunmoro,  to  near  what  hit 
Lordship  might  have  to  propose  on  the  main  sutiject  6f  his 
Bis  inter-  letter.  An  interview  toolc  place  between  Dunmore  and 
2^^*^  Corbin,  just  at  the  time  when,  having,  on  his  way  to  Cape 
^'""**^'*'  Fear,  entered  Hampton  Roads,  and  visited  the  fugitive 
Oovcrftor,  probably  to  concert  with  him  ftiture  operations^ 
iGbneral  Clinton  created  the  alarm  Which  we  have  men- 
tioned, as^he  cause  of  Colonel  Howe^s  prolonged  stay  ia 
Virginia.  Much  good  humour,  cIviQty,  and  attention  wad 
manifested  to  Mr.  Corbin  by  Dnnmore,  Clinton,  and  othefr 
-  British  offfcers ;  but  the  hopes  which  the  warmth  of  a  be* 
nevolent  and  sanguine  disposition  had  Induced  him  toforia 
and  cherish,  wc^c  totally  frustrated,  lie  reatl  to  Lord 
Dunmore  the  declaration  of  the  Committee,  in  prc^nee 
of  Gcncnil  Clinton,  who  observed  that,  in  his  opinion, 
nothing  asked  by  the  Americans  in  a  constitntional  way^ 
would  be  refused  tliem ;  bnt  that,  if  they  relied  upon  <hc 
Genetml  Congress,  ihey  had  nothing  to  expect  ft-om  the 
parliament.  Upon  this,  Mr.  Corbin  proposed  to  I^rd 
Dnnmore,  to  issue  a  eommi^^sion  for  holding  an  Assemj3ly, 
,  This -proposal  %vtui  pei-emptorilr  rejected.  Wunmore  had 
another  i^eheme  in  view  :  it  was  that  the  principal  gentle- 


Mi 

M0<Miinodati»ii9  whiah  Im  w#iild  hiiaieif  e^avey  to  £a-      V)l» 
cllMid^  %nd  advoottte  vith  ihd  minisliy.  Tidb  solwiM^y  evi*  ^^^^^ 

■km  of  nsiitiiMHt  and  meamiroa,  to  lessen  the  fbreo  of  to-  Febnuiys^ 

flbtaaea  in  the  Coloiqr«  wm  too  pip^pably  iwidious  tad  boo*  friaa«l 

tifey  to  meet  wUb  tUr  iOfi|M*ob:4tioii  owl  eoneucroDOo  of  any 

veal  friend  to  tlio  ri|Kb4«  and  happineaB  of  iiU  oountry.    It 

aooordiagly  proved  abortiYoi  and  eoneiliatory  noasnreo 

daily  booatto  less  pl^actieaUe.    In  an  eariior  part  of  th# 

Mnteat,  tbe  peliliain  of  the  AinerioaD  Colonists  had  firmlyt 

bai  roopootfiilly  proelaimed,  thai  from  the  King  tboro  wa»  ' 

Wl  000  appeal.    Thii  admoBition  had  been  disregardf dy 

«id  that  appeal  foroed  on  tbem.    Tbey  now  h^d  one  tratb 

nsove  to  ineuleate  o#the  deluded  mouaFeh ;  it  was  .that* 

when  Colonios  hare  once  drawn  tho  sword*  no  retrogad^    : 

olep  b  to  be  looked  fieri  and  no  altematiTo  remains  bnt 

that  of  everlasting  arnlsioa  from  tlio  ParcRt-Oountry*  or 

utter  annihilalion.     This  awful  alteraative^  fbr  whieh  loo 

Biany  motives  alraody  existed*  tlie  present  measures  oftiko 

ministers  seemed  topws»with  kiereased  vMeneOf  upon 

AaMrieak 


csAPTEB  rn. 

TWK  tofUfst  nsmmes  a  decisw^  character — Mlnisleridt 
UHd  Parliamentary  Proceedings — »ftnd  $tat€  of  partks  tn 

'  inglani — POitiong  in  England  against  eoerdve  mM- 
$nr»^^JIBUtArg  resignutiMts-^Blfimlttes  attending  en- 
Vstment^ — The  ministo'B  resoloe  on  purchasii^  fordgn 

'  froo^^h^^re  dimppointed  in  Mussior-^nd  in  Bomnd^  ' 

Sucteei  in  tfermany — Pttili&n  of  Congress  rejeetti-^ 
King^s  spee^ — Deputes  upon  it — femptoyment  rfforeigiL 
fro&ps  vehemetitly  opposed— FinoZiiJ  carried — Wari^ 
supplies  enormous— Mann  of  the  handholders-^Removei 
hf  the  duplicity  ofMinisters-^-Mr.  Penn*s  e^eantination-^ 
All  conciliatory  prspositums  are  tefeaied — Bfll  for  pro-% 
hihiting  oK  intercourse  with  the  United  Colonies — Four 
thousand  troirps  voted  by  Irdand-^Ji  fleet  sails  J^rom 
t?or|^— ft  followed  by  other  armaimffnts — Commisswuers 
for  granting  pardovs — Expectations  of  the  Ministers^ 
JndSpmdenee  the  necessary  result  qf  J^iinisterial  Tyram^* 
ntf— Tte  people  of  Virginia  resolve  upon  a  separation*  ■  ' 

WE  Hate  already  tra^elle<l  over  two  important  periods  The<5ont«st 
of  this  memorable  contest.    First,  we  have  seen  mprudent  ^^^!^ "" 
aoti  haughty  ministers,  in  their  rash  attempt  to  oppress  chtractef. 
theColomesI^  unoonstitutional  laws,  kindle  a  wide  and 
fbnnidable  bianeof  diooontoniaiidoppositioa  3  seoomlly^  W9 


CHAP,    hare  «iteei«ed  tlie  defeat  of  tbiwe  h€|iei»  ivUeb  ft  pmiMm 
YII.      but,  at  Ibe  same  time,  weak  administrauooy  derived  frooa 

^ the  supposed  want  of  spirUt  pefcouroesMaad  unanimity  ja  A^r 

^■■■■■■*  merica  ;  and  vieWed  the  inefficiency  of  measures  doC 
stamped  with  a  decided  eharaclen,  but  fluctnaling  betwees 
concession  and  eom{]^Ision»  We  now  eome^to  a  tiiird  ew 
poeb^  that  when  (he  royalty  of  atoning  for  errors^  by  per* 
sisting  in  f hemt  was  fully  displayed*- when  finding  tho  A« 
,  mcricans  neither  sei^vilely  passive,  nor  disunited^  nor  with^ 

out  means  to  resist  oppressiont  the  Ciovernment  n*solved 
.    tipon  employing  not  only  the  whole  inherent  and  effective 
force  of  the  British  £m{Hre,  but  even  foreign  mercenaries^- 
to  extinguish  a  flume  which  its  own  impolitic  steps,  and  ill* 
conducted  experiments  had  kindled,  ana  which  threatened 
extensive  ruin,   and  incalculable  injnry  to  the  rash   and 
frantic  incendiaries  ihem^elves.      Here,  a  refrospectiTe 
view  of  the  Ministerial  and  Parliamentary  proceedings,  to*^ 
wards  the  close  of  1775.  becomet  necessary. 
l^fmlKitaial        Hitherto,   the  Ministers  had  confidently  hoped,  and  ne 
"^SSv^    less  confidently  asserted  that  the  late  acts  of  Pariiamefit, 
pg^l^^^Ws  and  the  troops  already  sent  to  America,  would  suffice  to 
^andstateof  crush  ail  opposition  in  the  Colonies.     Tliey  had   flattered 
g^^^    .  themselves  that  the  Loyalists^  encouraged  by  (he  presence^ 
^**"^       of  the  military,  and  impelled  both  by  their  zfai  in  the  , 
cause  of  the  King,  and  by  their  anxiety  not   to  incur  the 
vengeance  denounced,  in  forms  so  terrific,  against  rebeU 
and  traitors,  would  rally  in  crowds  round  the  royal  stand- 
t  ard,  strike  some  bold  and  decisive  blow,  and  sp4*edi1y  re» 

store  regular  goverpment.  They  had  likewise  indulged  an 
expectation  that,  by  the. rigor  shewn  to  New-England,  the 
Southern  Colonies  would  l)e  deterred  from  embarking  ia 
her  cause ;  and  much  reliance  was  placed  on  this  antici- 
pated division  of  the  several  Colonies,  forthesubjugatiod  <^ 
them  all.  Nor  we^'e  sueh  delusions  confined  to  the  Minister* 
alone;  their  baneful  influence  extended  to  a  considerable 
'  part  of  the  nation.  Soon,  however,  these  empt}  hope* 
vanished;  and  the  mist  which  had  obscured  or  distorted 
every  distant  object,  was  suddenly  dispelled*  It  6ould  ae 
longer  be  doubted  that  the  King's  troops,  instead  of  mar(*h- 
ing  as  concjnerors  through  the  whole  extent  of  tlie  Colonies^ 
^ere  themselves  coo{)ed  up  within  a  narrow  space*  the 
preoincts  of  a  single  town,  whence  they  dared  not  sally^ 
'  .  forth ;  that  the  disturbances  at  first  local  and  partial,  now 

vaged  from  one  extremity  of  the  Colonies  to  the  other ;  that 
J  the  Governors,  so  far  from  having  been  enabled,  by  the  aid 
of  the  Loyalists,  to  restore  the  royal  authority,  had  found 
it  expedient  to  seek  personal  safety  on  board  armed  vessels ; 
.  finally,  that  the  Americans,  in  lieu  of  being  intimidated^ 
or  so  disposed  to  yield  any  of  Hie  contested  points,  hourly 
imbibed  new  counij^e,  new  vi^or,  new  boldness,  and  new 
hopes.    This  afforded  the  opponeuta^f  the  Aliaitterfra, 
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IkvwmUe  oppbrtuinty  to  place  in  a  gfieiring  Ifght  their  ig-  CHAP. 
iior<inee»  their  ineapaeity,  their  perverse  obslinac^j. —  VI I. 
*•  Such,"  they  exclaimed,  "arc  the  resalts  of  your 
'wretched  iafatuation!  Results  which  it  wsis  easy  to  fore- 
see, and  which  me  haye  loog  since  and  loudly  announced  ! 
If  you  were  dj||rmincd  noi  to  listen  to  the  remonstrances 
ami  petitions  W"  the' Colonists,  you  ougttt,  then,  to  have 
provided  a  physical  force  sutticient  to  compel  their  oliedi- 
•fice.  You  have  done  much  to  Irritate,  and  nothing  to 
•ubiiue.  Yours  was  the  task  to  crush  jour  adversaries, 
^liiist  off  their  guard,  unsuspicious,  defenceless;  instead 
of  which  yoif  have  long  before-hand  warned  them  of  your 
dj^sigiis,  donbtless,  with  an  intention  'that  they  should 
have  dme  to  prepare  for  the  struggle !  With  only  part  of 
your  resouiT-cs  brought  into  action,  and  that  part  incon- 
siderable,, you  have  rashly  ventured  upon. decisive  n<ea^ 
sores;  in  the  eyes  not  only  of  America,  bur  of  the  whole 
world,  you  have  sullieii  the  British  name  with  the  igno- 
miny  of  cruelty,  without  one  sirglr  ray  of  glory  to  illume 
this  dark  picture.  Yet,  Heaven  l>e  thanked  for  your  dis- 
appointments, your  disasters,  your  shame  !  They  will, 
at  least,  teach  you  one  great,  awful,  and  salutary  truth— 
that  tyranny  cannot  b^  estubli<4ied.  in  any  part  of  ilve  Bri- 
tish Empire,  so  easily  as  you  had  imagined  in  the  frenzy 
of  your  ambitious  schemes.  The  mad  cxpt  riments,  tried 
in  America,  were,  if  successful,  intended  for  En(;land 
herself.  M'^e  may  well  rejoice  ni  the  resistance  which  has 
caused  their  failure.  The  nolile  example  of  our  A,mei-ican 
brethren,  will  forever  st.tnd  in  the  way  of  corrupt  ami  as- 

Eiring  Statesmen  !    It  will  forever  ensure  our  rights,  our 
IwTties,  our  prosperity  !*"* 

To  the  charge  of  not  having  used  sufficient  activity,  and 
displayed  an  adequate  force,  the  Ministers  answered  'hat 
**  mild  proceedings  best  accorded  with  (he  law*.  •  i'-  i- 
ples,  and  dispositions  of  Englishmen  ;  that  forbearance, 
and  even  affection  had  alwavs  characterized  th|*  conduct 
of  the  British  government  towards  its  subjects  ;  that  the 
admiaistration,  so  often  and  so  causelessly  accused  of  ty- 
rannical views,  had,  in  the  present  case,  studiously  a- 
Toided  a  similar  charge,  What  u'ould  have  been  said, 
they  addct^  by  those  very  men  who  now  acrimoniously 
censure  the  indecision  and  laxity  of  our  measures,  had  we, 
on  the  first  news  of  the  disturbances,  sent  large  ileets  and 
powerful  armies  to  America^  and  carried  fire  and  sword 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  (^olonies?  What  Avould  then 
have  been  their  murmurs,  if,  notwithstanding  our  for- 


•  We  have  aimed  at  giving  in  substance,  not  in  expression,  the  argu- 
ments of  both  parties.  See  Sotta — Tomo  t^ondo-^Libro  Sesta.  Frtm  that 
excellent  ftiltlMr«  we  havo  largely  borrowed  in  this  plaee.  ' 
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CIT\P.  bearanee.  tbej  complain  of  arbitrary  and  despotic  pra- 
VII»  ceetlings?  Such  elumours  arc  to  be  disregarded.  Th© 
inconsistency  of^  those  who  raise  them*  sufficiently  proves 
that  they  are  actuated,  not  by  fove  of  country 9  but  by  am- 
bitiouy  not  by  a  iiesire  of  justice,  buijfy  the  rage  of 
indiscriminate  opposition.  Surely,  it  wa^he  duly  of 
Ministers  to  grant  full  time  for.  refleoti(ni  and  repen- 
tance; extreme  remedies  ought  to  be  reserved  for  ex- 
treme cases.  Long,  indeed,  has  the  mother  Country  sub- 
mitted to  the  whims  and  caprices  of  her  disobedient  cliil-. 
drcn  ;  but  this  forbearance  can  have  had  no  other  effect 
than  to  convince  them  of  her  inclination  to  foi'give.  Her 
ability  to  punish,  they  know  full  well ;  ami. if  they  have 
not  returned  lo  t!ie  path  of  duty,  their  obstinate  persever- 
ance in  error  and  guilt  can  be  ascribed  to  no  other  cause 
than  the  calumnious  vocifei^ations  of  our  opponents.  It  is 
by  such  men  that  they  are  deceived,  misled,  inflamed,  and 
armed  against  their  legitimate  Sovereign.  Soon,  however, 
the  activity  and  cner.j»:y  of  government  in  displaying  its 
means  of  compulsion,  \>ill  shew  that  Great  Brit^iin  possess- 
or hoth  the  power  and  the  will  to  maintain  iier  rights,  her 
inl  erects,  her  dignity.  After  wasting  so  much  maguanyiii- 
ty  and  indulgence  on  ingrateful  and  deluded  Colonies,  she  is 
jtisfifiable  in  proceeding  towards  them  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tremities. No  lont:;er  on.^lit  the  Americans  to  be  consider- 
ed and  tre;ttcd  as  British  subjects,  but  as  implicable  ene- 
mies. No  ng'or  towiirds  them  can  hencefoi'th  be  wrong  ; 
and  unconditional  submission  alone  can  satisfy  us.'* 

Such,  in  substance,  were,  the  reasons  alledged  by  tbe  Ml- 
ntsters,  in  vindication  of  what  they  had  done,  and  intended 
to  do.  A  ''cry  obvious  reflection  deprived  tliese  reasons  of 
all  weight — The  Slinisiers  were  the  real  aiithors  of  the  un- 
bappy  disturbances  which  now  convulsed  the  Empire. 

Indeed,  the  dispute  with  America  could  not  be  viewed  in 
Kngland  through  a  pure  aud  ealm  medium.  Rancorous 
passions,  and  elasiiing  interests  formed  there  a  thiek  eloud 
of  prejudie^,  owin^  to  which,  justice, reason,  and  truth  must 
have  lost' their  wonted  refulgence.  Accordingly,  the  vio- 
lence and  asperity  of  opposite  sentiment  whieh.  at  this  lime, 
pervaded  the  motber  Country,  fell  little  short  of  what  the 
Colonies  themselves  exhibited.  The  an^^ry  feelings,  the 
animosity  of  the  Whigs  anil  Tories  in  (he  days  of  Queen 
Anne,  wei^  now  retiaeed,  and,  perhaps,  exceeded.  A  simi- 
lar violence  and  correspondent  obstinacy  were  manifested 
botli  by  the  partisans  and  the  enemies  of  the  American 
cause.  <«The  Tories''  one  party  observ(»d,  "  are  the  autfiors 
of  the  publiu  letters  frequently  addre^^sed  to  the  Kins::  and 
the  Piirliiiiaenl.  advising  them  to  spread  the  havoc  of  war 
tluou:*h  the  Continent  of  America.  Their  insidious  and 
fatal  misrepresent utions  fan  the  flame  of  discord.  But 
'  vrc  must  look  iiighcr  up  for  tlsc  source  of  their  blind  pre- 
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judioes,  and  aTn)>ifious  views.    Both  these  are,  in  seme 
measure,  hereditary.     We  are  to  (race  them  up  to  those 
misehievous   and  hateful   d6ctnnes  which   followed   into 
England  the  dynasty  of  the  Stuarts,  and  finally  eaused  * 
ilieir  ruin.     Yet  neither  the  calamities  brought  on  their 
country  by  the  absurd  and  servile  ci*eed  of  absolute  here- 
ditary  right,  and  passive  obedience,  the  subsequent  dpwn- 
fall  of  the  ill-fated  family,  in  whose  favour  thai  creed  was 
introduced,  can  operate  in  t^e  minds  of  the  Tories  a  salu- 
tary conviction,  and  deter  their  hearts  from  the  pursuit  of 
barbarous  and  ryi*annieal  schemes.     To  their  plans  of  ag- 
grandi'zement  and  dominion,  they  are  willi»ig:.to  sacrKiuc 
the  liberties  and  the  best  interests  of  their  Country.  Eng- 
land, hitherto  more  fortunate  than  other  European  nati« 
pns,  had   been  blessed  with  a  tem|>erate  and  free  govern- 
ment ;  of  this  blessing  they  are  now  endeavoring  to  deprive 
her^  as  if  desirous  to  see  the  iron-sceptre  of  despotisfu  e^ 
qually  extended  overall  Countries.     With  them,  absolute 
dotninioju  is  the  supreme  good,  and  the  dead  calm  of  unlH^- 
sisfing  servitude,  the  happiest  condition  of  society.     They 
•exult  in  revolutions,  when  the  effect  of  these  is  to  enslave 
mankind ;  but  they  deplore  their  evils  with  hypocritical  sen- 
fiibilicy,  or  exaggerate  them  with  unblushing  misrepresen- 
tations, whenever  they  tend  tj  promote  the  liberties  an«l  the 
rights  of  their  feilow-men.     Biots  and  popular  commotions 
are  their  everlasting  theme  ;but  they  never  sp  ak  of  the 
multiplied  abuses  of  arbitrary  power,  of  devousing  taxes, 
oppressive  excise  laws,  unpunished  ontrages,  u>iredress<»d 
injuries.     They  now  oppose  the  American  cause  for  this 
reason  alone, -that  it  interferes  with  their  long  and  deep- 
laid  schetnes  of  consolidated  tyranny  at  hom'e.    They  hope 
that,  after  extirpating  in  America,  every  germ  of  freedom, 
and  extinguishing  there  every  spark  of  gt*nerous  and  nmn- 
ly  spirit,  their  victorious  Myrmidons  will  be  able  to  lix  a 
similar  yoke  on  the  submissive  necks  of   Knglishmen.— 
Such  are  their  wishes,  such  their  schemes?  it  is  lo  accom- 
plish them,  and  not  to  restore  peace,  tranquility  and  regular 
government  in  the  Colonies,  that  they  are  now  eolleeiing 
all  (heir  strength,  and  nerving  the  arm  of  war.     Let,  then, 
their  impious  and  fatal  designs  be  prevented  ;  let  the  ca- 
reer of  their  ambition  be  cheeked,  whilst  it  is  yet  i\uu^ ; 
let  Englishmen  preserve  entire  the  precious  inheritance 
v«;hich  they  owe  to  the  valor,  spirit,  and  wisdom  of  their 
ancestors,  and  to  the  magnanimity  of  Wjiliam  theThir<l! 
To  resist  the  tyrannical  projects  of  an  infatuated  and  am- 
bitious faction,  is  to  serve  our  Country's  cause,  and,  per- 
bai)s,  the  cause  of  the  reigning  family,  who  cannot,  with- 
out danger,    shew  theitiselves  ungrateful   lo  the  Whigs, 
and  depart  f^rom  those  sacred  and  rundvim»»nl«l  principk|y 
nvbich  have  seated  them  on  the  Briiish  throne.'' 
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CUA1\       TheTories,  with  equal  warmtli,  reCoAed  qb  tkripMl- 

Vll.      vepsaries  the  charge  of  cruelly,  and  abuse  of  power,    tliey 

.  •     weni  %o  far  back  as  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,  hi 

"  quest  of  crimes  produeetl,  they  $>a]d,  by  a  spirit  similar  t* 

that  wiiich  nowaniiiiiied  iht  friends  of  Lilierty.  Confis- 
cation, illegal  iniprisonment,  exile,  murder;  in  ^hort, 
every  species  of  tyranny  and  biirbaritv,  had  marked  thm 
unhctpp;^  period,  when  the  predecessors  of  the  Whiga 
were  in  authority.  And  bad  not  (he  restoi^ation  put  am 
end  to  that  destructive  anarcliy,  which  wa^tted  in  torreftt% 
the  best  blood  of  tlie  nation*  and  consumed  its  strength  bjr 
unnatural  and  lamentkible  feuds,  it  was  over  with  tlm 
civil  lilierties.  nay«  with  the  political  existence  of  tireat- 
Briiaiii.  She  must  have  fallen  a  prey  to  external  donii- 
jiion.  What  do  (he  Tories  ask?  That  in  National  con^ 
cerus  and  disputes*  there  shall  be  •somewhere  a  supreme 
authority  (o  regulate  such  concerns*  and  determine  suck 
disputes;  and  that  auihority  resides,  they  think,  in  th« 
King  an  J  Parliament,  unite^l*  But  to  that,  authority  ihm 
MVUj^^  are  unwilling  to  submit :  they  speak  of  we  know  no4 
what  po(>ular  aulhorily,  which  is  lodged  they  say,  m* 
the  bod^  of  the  people,  as  if  a  tumultuous,  ignorant  and 
prejudiced  multitude  ougbt,  and  could  determine  on  a^ 
fairs  which  often  puzzle  and  embarrass  the  wisest  and 
and  vDost  experienced  men  in  the  nation*  It  is  to  avoid 
the  evils  whieh  would  inevitably  result  from  popular  pas** 
sions  and  errors,  that  the  King  and  the  Parliament  have 
been  establishecU  i'heii*8  is  the  right*  as  well  as  tfa« 
duty*  to  deliberate  and  decide  on  all  matters  of  State* 
In  the  contest  wi  h  America*  the  Ministers  have  not 
aeled  of  themselves*  and  from  their  own  authority.  I'he 
King  and  the  Parliament  have  approved  and  sanctioned 
their  measures ;  and  this  must  suffice  to  justify  them  in 
the  e^ycii  of  all  the  friends  of  order,  and  constitutional 
proc*.eedings*  But  the  real  object  of  the  opposition  is  ta 
see  England,  as  well  as  America,  a  prey  to  popular  fdry^ 
and  tcT  all  the  excesses  of  unrestrained  licentiousnesan 
that  they  may  freely  indulge  their  avarice*  their  ambitioo, 
their  resentments.  The  Whigs  of  the  present  day  are  tlie 
descendants,,  or,  at  least,  the  successors  and  representa- 
tives of  those  Republicans,  who,  in  the  last  cenfurv.  deso- 
lated the  Kingdom.  The  name  of  liberty  they  loudiy  and 
incessantly  proclaim,  because  they  themselves  aim  at  ty- 
ranny. Under  pretence  of  the  public  safety,  they  lay 
aside,  and.  even  trample  under  foot,  every  estahlisl.ed 
form,  every  legitimate  authority;  and  practically  exer- 
cise the  most  arbitrary  power.  Jealous  without  causCf 
evrf  ready  to  suspect*  censure  tfnd  condemn*  they  damp 
thv  :^f,i!.  and*  often  paralyze  the  efforts  of  the  true  sup- 
p^MMf.  hT  <he!e  country's  lights,  interests,  and  honoi*8* 
But  whatever  majr  ha  the  intrigue^  the  wishe%  and  th9 


ftopet  of  ^%t  re«t1«8S  and  hynoeritieri  fkeUMf  Ae  t«rtai4«B   CH  KVi 
ftot  of  ^Duine  aind  raluinal  Kln^rij,  hut  of  eonfasien,  vio-       Vlf. 
lenee,  aod  anarebyt  we  »rr  prepard  to  opfMse  thew,  lo  ' 
mHintain  order  and  tranquillity,  io  enforce  fbe  reapeet  and  *^=""""^ 
aub>ni8(don  due  to  the  insulted  majesty  of  tlie  Laws,  and 
io  earry  into  effect  aqrainst  the  re? olted  Amerieans  thm 
measures  solemnly  adopted  by  the  Kin^i;  and  Pariiamenl. 
The  exip^enoies,  the  dangers  of  the  Empire,  thf^renieniN 
brance  of  the  dr<*adful  ealamities  l>efore  eni^dered  hgr 
popular  feuds,  will*  we  iru9t«  render  abortire  and  fvm, 
the  sehemes   of  these  men ;  and  it    will  be  seen  that  th,o 
Tories  are  the  friends,'  not  the   enemies  of  liberiy,  sinoa 
liberty  consists  not  in  inflaming  and  arminpf  (he  people 
afi^inst  their  constitutional  rulers,  on  every  sit^bl  cause  oC 
«omolaiot«  but  in  faithfully  obeying   *hose   ftindantental 
statutes  which  the  unvinimous  voiee  of  the  nation  bas  es- 
tablished and  conseerateil.  and   whi^h«  in  the  union  of 
Kin^,  Lonis  and  Commons*  exhibit  a  government  worthy 
ike  admiration  and  the  en'vy  of  th^  worjd  !" 

To  recaiHtulate  all  th^  $^ner^l  or  s!>eeiftc  eharp^  anfl 
reeriminations,  which  the  heat  of  o{>posite  sentiment  pro- 
dueed  at  this  period,  were  an  endless ^nsk.  We  have  al* 
ready  been  too  minute*  perhaps,  on.  the  subject  of  opi- 
nions. Facts  are  the  soul  of  history.— -To  facts,  the  refore^ . 
let  us  return. 

Diffi-irenee  of  sentiment  incessantly  manifestedi*  itself  Iry  PcUtioittHi 
{petitions  to  the  Throne.    Those  in  favour  of  coercive  mea-  ^^^^^ 
sures  were  ^nerally  si|^ed  by  persons  who  possessed  little  |we  m^^ 
or  no  share  in  the  landed,  comnKn*cial  or  political  inter-  tiir«t. 
est  of  the  country.     On  the  contrary,  some  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  mo«(t  respectable  Corporations  in  the  Kin^i^dom 
expressed  their  abhorrence  from  a  resort  to  anns.    They 
spoke,  in  loud  and  indis^nant  terms,  tf  the  impious  and 
annecessary  effusion  of  civil  blood,  threatened  by  an  mi- 
natnral  contest ;  of  the  immense  waste  of  National  Trea-  • 

sure  wbieh  must  ensue,  aad  of  the^tal  effrcts  even  of 
success,  in  a  war  equally  ruinous  to  the  contfuerors  and 
the  conquered.  They  eiihorted,  they  intreated.  they  sup- 
plicated the  Monarch,  to  abandon  orojects  frauffht  with  . 
abundant  mischief,  and  promising  no  ev(^n(ual  advantage 
whatever. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham  pjave  a  striking  and  glorious  MUitaryre- 
examnle  of  nolitical  consistency.  That  Nobleman  bad  u-  »ign«»i*«*« 
niformly  opposed  the  whole  system  of  measorrs  a^nst 
America  The  corps  to  which  be  belonged  was  early  o;*- 
der**!!  o'lt  a^inst  the  Colonics.  Unwilling  to  draw  his 
swor*1  in  sapfiort  of  an  admini^^tration  whose  encroachments 
he  find  so  warmlv  reprobated  in  his  Ix^acislatrve  capneity, 
he  resijipied  his  militarycommission.  *<dpenly  ree^rettin??,'* 
be  obs'»r\e'l.  <•  th*^  i'n|K>«sibilit>  of  reconeiliner.  on  the 
present  occasion^  his  attachment  to  bi&  King^  and  his  Uiirst 
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CFAP.    fop  profpssion^l  fame,  with  the  dictatus  of  his  e(msciene# 
VII.       and  his  judgment."    Public  approbation  and  f^ratitufle  re- 
garded his  candour  and  his  firmness.  Some  other  officers 
'^  -  imitated  his  example. 

Difficiiltica         These   resignations,    and   the   prevailing  discontent s^ 
i^^^^ti.  R^^^^'y  checked  (he  progress  of  enlistments.     In  vain  the 
^  •  drum  resounded,  and  the  royal  banner  yaved,  through 
the  mosi  populous  cities  of  England ;  in  vain  mtic  extra- 
ordinary bounties  offered;   fe>f  , individuals  could  Jje   in- 
duced to  become  the  tools  of  ministerial  tyranny  against 
their  fellow  subjects.     This  reluctance  to  serve  in  the  A- 
Hierican  war  extended   equally  toJhe  Catholics  j»nd  the 
Protestants.     It  was  only  in  the  northern  paKs  of  Great- 
Bi'itain  that  tlie  recruiting  officers  met  with  success :  the 
poverty,  and  ii»artial  ardour  of  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  as 
veil  8U>  their  blind  veneration  for  the  mandates  of  the 
,  CrowHf  favored   their  warlike  preparations.     But  these 

levies  were  far  from  adequate  to  the  plans  of  government. 
Tlie  Ministers,  tljerefore,  found  themselves  compelled  to 
look  abroad  for  auxiliaries;  and  British  gold  wasnowdcs- 
^cMini»-    tined' to  purchase  foreign  armies  for  the  effusion  of  Bri- 
ten  resolve  tisli  blood,  and  th%  prostration  of  British  rights      Steps 
wi  ^^.^-  were  taken  near  th^  Court  of  Petersburg,  tav>btain  twenty 
2J^^***^    thousand  Russians^  who  were  to  be  embarked  for  Ameri- 
ca, .in  th^  coui-se  of  the  ensuing  Spr'ng.    Much  was  ex- 
pected from  those  troops,  whose  di<»cipline  and  valor  had 
shone  eminently  conspicuous  in  the  late  war  against  the 
"  Turks.    But  the  hopes  which  the  Ministei's  had  enteI^• 
'4redimp.    tained  from  that  quarter,  were  disappointed.    The  Russian 
teintedia     Cabinet  spurned  the  foul  scorn  of  hiring  its  troo|)s  to 
•*'^"*'         fight  the  battles  of  another  Power— at  least,  it  reserved 
the  blood  of  its  subjects  for  its  own  quarrels,  and  refuseA^ 
despotic  as  it  wa||  to  degrade  natives  of  Russia  into  fo- 
reign stipendiaries.     Application  was  then  made  to  the 
,    ■        United  Provinces  of  Holland.    The  States^  General  kept 
in  their  pay  some'^otch  regiments;  these  the  British 
government,  trusting  to  the  ancient  alliance,  and  eomnioa 
interests  of  the  two  countries,  iJenianded.  with  a  view  to 
*  employ  them  in  America.*    The  States'  General  thought 

this  too  delicsTte  and  too  important  a  matter  for  their  own 
decision;  accordingly  they  referred  it  to  the  respective 
Provincial  States.     Zeeland  and  Utrecht  sip:niiied  their 
AivllnHol^  assent ;  but  Holland,  and  the  rest  of  the  Provinces  deter- 
"^  mined  upon  the  negative.     To  mefldle  with  the  quarrels  of 

another  nation,  appeared  to  them  inconsistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Dutch  republic ;  the  warlike  sfrength  of 
the  United  Provinces  was  too  inconsiderable,  and  their 
ooramerce  too  prosperous,,  thus  rashly  to  involve  thein- 


•  A  letter  in  Im  Majesty's  own  hand- writing',  requested  tixi9^(lisp.e8^  of 


•  A  letter  m  nw  Majesty's  own  iiand-^ 
die  Scotch  brigade  in  ^ethitch  servioc. 
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sdres  in  foreign  broils  ;  if  they  shoald  assist  Englftnd  a-   CHAP. 
g'ainst  Ameriea, 'oilier  States,  suilicieDdy  formidable  and      VII 
powerfuU   might  aid  America  sigainst  Englaody  in  which  ^^^,^^_^^^__^ 
rase  they  necessarily  would  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  =■*=■■• 
I  parly  in  a  disastrous  war*     To  these  *consi(lerations   was 
added  an  indignant  and  resentful  feeling  at  the   maritime 
tyi"anny. exercised  by  England,  in  lier  insulting  search  of 
Dutch  vessels,  and  rapacious  confiscation  of  Dutch  proper- 
ty,  under  the  specious  pretence  of  Contraband.    Besides^ 
there  was  between  the  present  situation  of  the  Americana^ 
ittd  that  of  the  Dutch  uiider  Philip  II,  something  ealeula-*  / 

I  teit  to  win  and  rivet  the  affections  of  the  people  in  the  Uni-  ^ 
ted  Provinces.  In  this  sympathy,  and  in  a  secret  wish  to 
see  the  power  of  Great* Britain  diminished,  and  her  pride 
humbled,  every  class  of  citizens,  sincerely  concurred ;  and 
all  viewed  with  abhorrence  a  war  in  which  even  some  tribes 
of  savages  had  refused  to  engage. 

In  Germany,  the  efforts  of  the  M  inisters  were  more  success-  floeeeed  a^ 
ful.     They  found  sevei-al  of  its  petty  sovereigns  no  less  ea-  ^•nn«Df.  ^ 
ger  to  receive,  than  they  themselves  were,  to  give,  the 
price  of  blood.   A  shameful  traffic,  and  one  that  could  take 
place  only  in  the  lowest  staft  of  social  degradation  !      The 
i  profession  of  arms  may  be  dignified  a\id  ennobled  by  its  ob- 
I  jeets  ;  it  IS  sublime,  it  is  worthy  of  the  admiration  and  gra- 
titude  of  maQkind,  when,  exalting  even  vulgar  men  into 
heroes,  it  sends  them,  filled  with  a  holy  enthusiasm,  and 
animated  by  the  most  endearing  motives,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  their  country,  or  to  bleed  and  die  in  some  glorious  cause^ 
sacred  to  virtue  and  humanity ;  but  when  soldiers  are  thus 
converted  into  mere  venal  instruments  of  human  butchery, 
those  who  sell,  and  those  who  purchase  their  murderous 
[    services,  become,  together  with  themselves,  objects  of  u- 
Diversal  disgust  and  execration.     Accordingly,    we   will 
I    soon  have  occasion  to  remark  the  violent  opposition  mani- 
fested in  England  against  this  measure  by  the  sound  part  of 
I    the  liCgislature.  and  of  the  nation.  -'  "^    . 

I        On  the  first  of  September,  1775,  Richard  Penn  and  Ar-  l^tlonof 
I    (hur  I^e  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  one  of  the  secre-  ^g^"^^* 

taries  of  state,  a  petition  from  the  American  Congress  to  '^^^ 
;    the  Throne.     Lord  Dartmouth  haughtily  and  perempto- 
rily told  them  tliat  *<  no  answer  would  be  given.''    The 
petition  contained  this  remarkable  passage,  that  his  Ma-     " 
jesty  would  be  pleased  to  direct  8om6  mode  hj  which  the 
united  fippUcalions  of  his  faithful  Colonists  to  the  CVorcn, 
in  pursuance  of  their  4!ommon  Councils^  might  be  improved 
into  a  permanent  and  happij  rccqnciliation ;  and  that,  in      * 
the  mtan  fime,  mertsnres  mis;hf  he  taken  for  preventing  the 
fnrtlier  destruction  of  the  lives  of  his  Jiajesty's  subjects. 
Had  no  other  circumstances  evinced  the  folly  and  tyranni- 
eal  views  of  the  Ministers,  thi'ir  positive  refusal  to  hear 
a  prayer  breathing  such  a  epiMt  of  moderation,  humanity  • 
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CHAP.  M^  Tf^poct  for  tke  Menaroh*  would  alonr^^faaTe  been  tttf*^ 

VIL       li<*ien(  to  eonvinee  the  Americans  and  the  ifvoi^ld,  that 

wisdoni  and  justice  had  miw  deserted  the  British  Cabinet^ 

9f^Bmm  mij  Uiui  fiopee  alone  could  decide  I  he  contest. 

King's  The  addrets  of  ttte  King  to  his  Parliameni^  towards  ih# 

"••^         ©lose  of  the  following •nionth*  part  of  which  address  has 

already  been  (juo^d^  further  established  the  ado|itioQ  of 

an  extended  coercive  svstem.    It  annoynced  the  existence^ 

in  the  Colonies^  of  revolt^  hostility  and  rebellion,  openly 

avowed  ;  if  charge<l  the  Americaws  with  a  design  to  amuse 

Great-Britain  by  vague  ami  hypocritical  protestations  of 

mttachment  to  the  patient  State,   and  of  loyalty  to  (h« 

Throne,  wliilst  preparing  for  a  general  in»urreetion ;  it 

statfd  an  increase  of  naval  ^nd  military  force,  for  the 

Surpose  of  putting  a  speedy,  end  to  the  prevalent  disorders; 
:  spoke  of  ofiVrs  of  foreign  assistance,  of  the  employment 
of  the  Electoral  troops,  in  the  garriiions  of  Gibraltar  and 
Port'Mahon,  with  a  view  to  the  augmentation  of  the  Na- 
tional armies  intended  to  act  abroad ;  it  proposed,  as  we 
liave  befoi*e  mentioned,  the  eventual  appointment  of  Com- 
Bii^ioners  to  receive  the  submission  of  such  Colonies  a* 
might  return  to  their  allegitmce;  and  finally,  after  ob- 
serving that  the  rebellious  war  had  hecome  n»ore  extent 
aire  wh!  fbrmidable.  and  was  evi^lently  carried  on  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  an  indc|>endeHt  Empire,  it  said,  in 
an  impassioned  appeal  to  the  pride  and  ambition  of  En- 
glishmen; <Mhe  object  is  too  important,  the  spirit  of 
the  British  nation  too  high,  the  resources  with  which  God 
has  blessed  her  too  numerous,  to  give  up  so  many  Colo- 
iMes,  which  she  has  planted  with  great  industry,  nursed 
with  great  tenderness,  encouraged  with  many  cotumcrcial 
ftdvantageti,  and  protected  and  defended  at  miich  expense- 
ef  blood  ami  treasure  !'*  A  necessity  for  lilieral  and  ex- 
tensive supplies  was  alluded  to,  and  a  i*eliance  expi*essed^ 
/  in  relation  to  these,  on  the  aiTection  of  the  Parliament  for 
the  Monarch,  and  on  their  i*esolntion  to  nraintain  the  Just 
rights  of  the  counti-y^  as  a  vigorous,  animated  and  united 
support  of  the  government  could  alone  effect  the  desired 
.  ^  restoration  of  order  nnd  tranquillity  in  Uie  Colonies, 

flebntes  xipi      I'o  this  royal  developcment  no  better  answer  could  hare 
«•  it.  been  given  than  had  fallen  from  Col.  Barre,  in  debate,  on  a 

■  former  occasion.  "  They  planted  by  your  care!  No— 
jour  oppressions  planted  them  in  America.  They  fled 
from  your  tyranny,  to  a  then  uncultivated  and  inhospitable 
Country,  where  they  exposed  themselves  fo  all  the  hard- 
•  ships  to  which  human  nature  is  liable,  and.  among  others, 
to  the  cruelties  of  a  savsigp  foe.  the  most  subtle,  and  I  miU 
take  upon  me  to  say,  the  most  formidable  of  any  neople  up- 
on the  face  of  Ood'sear  h  ;  and  yet.  actuated  by  principles 
of  true  English  Liberty,  they  met  all  liardships  with  plea- 
sure, compared  with  those  they  suffereil  in  their  own  Conn- 
try,  from  the  hands  of  those  that  should  luiTe  been  their 
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frieiias.--They  nourished  by  your  indulgenoe  f  they  grew     CHAP. 
by  your'iieglcct  of  them.    As  soon  as  you  began  to  care  a-      VII. 

bout  theiiH  that  care  was  exercised  in  sending  persons  to 

rule  them  in  one  Department  and  another,  who  were,  per-  '" 
haps  the  deputies  of  deputies  to  some  members  of  this  house, 
sent  to^py  out  their  liberties,  to  misrepi'esent  their  actions, 
and  to  prey  upon  them— men  wjiose  behaviour,  on  many 
occasions,  has  caused  the  blood  of  those  sons  of  liberty  to 
recoil  within  them  ;  men  promoted  to  the  highest  seats  of 
justice^  some  who,  to  my  knowledge,  were  glad  by  gomg 
to.  a  foreign  country,  to  escape  being  brought  to  the  bar  of 
a  court  of  justice  in  their  own* — They  protected  by  your 
arms  ?  They  have  nobly  takon  up  arms  in  your  defence  • 
have  exerted  a  valour,  amidst  their  constant  and  laborious 
industry,  for  the  defence  of  a  country,  whose  frontier  was 
drenched  in  blood,  while  its  interior  parts  yielded  all  its 
fittle  savings  to  youi*  emolument/* — When  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  a  ministerial  echo  to  his  Majesty's  speech  was 
moved  and  seconded.  Lord  John  Cavendish  proposed  an  a- 
ttiendment,  which  occasioned  a  long  and  warm  debate; 
Much  eloquence  fell  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
from  the  lips  of  Lord  Cavendish  himself.  General  Con- 
way, Colonel  Barre,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Fox.  But  in 
vain  were  the  united  powers  of  reasoning,  sentiment,  and 
wit,  brought  into  action  against  a  corrupt  and  corrupting 
Ministry.  After  a  whole  night,  consumed  in  attack  and 
defence.  Lord  North,  as  usual,  remained  master  of  the 
field.  The  amendment  moved  by  Lord  Cavendish  wag,  a^ 
bout  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  rejected  by  278  against  ±08, 
aftep^  which  the  address  was  carried  without  a  division. 
This  important  discussion  extorted  from  the  Ministers  an 
avowal  that  they  had  been  deceived.  The  unanimous  resi^ 
tance  of  America  had  never  been  contemplated  by  them. 

In  the  upper  house,  tlie  address  met  with  an  eppositioa 
equajly  able  and  energetic.  ,The  Duke  of  Grafton  displaytf- 
ed,  in  the  debate  which  tocrk  place  on  this  subject,  a  won- 
derful degree  of  candoiu^  and  firmness.  The  result  proved 
Tavor^ble  to  the  Ministers;  there  were  76  votes  for  the  ad- 
dpcssi  and  33  against  it.  A  protest,  signed  by  19  Peers, 
was  entered  upon  the  occasion. 

Among  the  measures  embraced  in  the  present  Ministeri-  Emplo^ 
al  system,  none  was  so  obnoxious  as  the  employment  of  mentor fo- 
foreign  troops,  under  which  denomination  were  compre-  ^'^If^*^^^ 
hcndcd  the  King's  electoral  forces,  and  17000  men,  hired  ^^poTed. 
from  the  Land  grate  of  Ilcsse-Cassell,  the  Duke  of  Bruns-  ^ 
wiifk,   and  other  German  Princes.     AVith  regard  to  the 
former,  tlie  legality  of  admitting  foreign  troops  into  the 
Kingdom  or  its  dependencies,  without  the  express    «.ssent 
of  Parliament ;  was  strongly  contested  by  the  opposition, 
in  whose  ideas  on  this  head,  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
acquiesced,  however    they  might   dilF'^  respecting  other 
'8 


IS$  HI8T0BY0P 

CHAP,    points  eonnectH  ivitb  tbe  AmericM  dispntef    At  to  ihm 

YII.      taller,  two  very  iiilluential  considerationB  militated  against 

their  introduci ion— national  dignity,  and  nationaf  safety--^ 

'*.i  '1^1  to  wbieh  tbe  ppwrrful,  though  subordinate,  raoffveof  eeon* 
omy  was  addc^l.  ••  English  dignity,  and  English  govero«> 
neiit,  it  was  said  while  resting  on  (heir  true  basis,  oao  nfip 
ver  stand  in  need  of  foreign  assistance  for  their  preserra* 
lion.  Engiistinien  alone ^are  adequate  to  ibe  support  of  i 
government,  wheneTer  the  genuine  objects  of  govemmeivt 
are  pursued.  If  we  caunot  preserve  America  without  fo« 
reign  aid,  'America  belongs  to  foreigners,  and  not  to  ufr 
But  danger,  as  well  as  disgrace,  attends  these  treatiea  for 
foreign  mercenaries  ;  for  there  is  evident  danger  in  drawer 
|nK  into  a  fi*ee  country  the  ftsidious  and  venal  aid  of  forceg 
trained  to  the  support  of  a  barbarous  despotism.  Thp 
inoment  tliat  a  gi'eat  army  of  Germans,  or  of  any  foreign* 
ers,  shall  enter  the  British  territories,  the  liberties  of  th^ 
people  f*re  at  an  end  ;  and  the  authority  of  the  monareh 
himself  will  be  more  endangered  by  their  assistance  tluuqi 
it  can  be  by  any  rebellion  which  can  arise  among  his  own 
6u)»jeet8.  And  shall  Ministers,  because  they  are  unable  to 
prevail  upon  the  natives  of  Great  Britain  to  lend  thdr 
hands  to  the  sanguinary  destruction  of  their  brethren,  be 
pei*mitted  to  ^pply  to  the  German  shambUSf  and  to  hire 
foreign  mercenaries  for  the  work  of  blood  ?  'I  his  fioreign 
connection  threatens  the  most  fatal  events,  e  Hherto  the 
Unhappy  dispute  has  been  confined  to  tlie  children  of  the 
«ame  parent  :  it  is  a  domestic  quarrel.  Eaeh  side  has  de« 
pejided  solely  on  its  own  inherent  forces.  By  associating 
German  mercenaries  to  our  feuds,  we  give  America  an  ex* 
am|)le,  the  consequences  of  Which  will  recoil  on  ourselvea» 
She,  toft,  will  apply  to  strangers  for  assistance  !  And  she 
will  find  many  ready  to  espouse  her  cause,  not  from  mer« 
eenary  motives,  but  from  inveterate  hostility  to  England--, 
from  views  of  self  aggrandizement — from  a  thirst  of  re- 
venge for  their  former  lossesr  ft|d  humiliations.  Such  aux« ' 
iliaries,  instead  of  requiring'  subsidies,  m\l  furnish  her 
with  men  and  money. — ^And,indepAidently  of  the  disgrace* 
and  peril  attendant  on  this  treaty,  the  exorbitancy %f  its 
tepms,  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  its  rfyection.  'I1ie 
17000  aiixiliarics  taken  into  British  pay,  wilt,  IfiehHiing 
all  contingencies,  occasion  an  expence  of  no  less  than 
1,500.000  L  within  the  course  of  one  year.^' 

Assailed  with  this  vehtMnence,  the  Ministers  sheltered 
themselves  under  theplea  of  necessity,  .which  had  now  be- 
come the  constant  shield  of  their  measures.  The  excess- 
es of  the  Americans,  and  the  emergencies  of  Ihe  state,  Jub^ 
tified,  in  their  opinion,  the  employment  of  any  forces,  and 
on  any  terms.  The  question  was  carried  in  their  favor 
by  a  large  majority. 
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Ot%(>^r  fubjects  exehed  consideniMe  irirtftttmi,  Antinf;   CII\P« 
that  mepioraule  Parliamentary  session.     Tlie  4lisi*losui*e  of      VII 
the   -eeretary  of  war  ••  that  about  one  millioB  of  pounds  ,._,^^,,^^_ 
sterling  would  be  necessary  to  cover  Ihe  extraordinary  ex-  *"«=^«e 
benees  of  his   department  from   the  eonimenceoieni    of  Warlike 
March  the  preceding  year  to  the  end  of  January «  1776/*  mpplies  c- 
Was  heard  with  equal  indignation  and  surprise.     It  appear-  nowMHu. 
cd  tiiat  no  less  than  100  (a  man  had  been  expended  on  the 
jgarrisonof  Boston,  within  less  than  one  year.     Still,  the 
ixiiseriet  and  hanlships  complained  of  by  that  fpirrisony 
isrere  scarcely  ei'edible*    l^he  motien  for  thb  supply  wad 
carried  by  a  majorily  of  180  to  B7.  i 

The  enormous  expenditures  already  jneorrcid*  and  those  Alarm  of 
^threatened  by  a  plan  which  conieuiplated  \a  augment  the  u*^i!^* 
naval  establishment  of  Sailors  and  M  iriiies  to  28,000  men«     ^ 
the  land  forces  to  25,000«  \y\^  tht*  number  of  ships  of  war 
on  the  American  station  to  80,  and  proposed  to  raise  the 
land-tax  lo  four  shillings  in  the  pound/ greatly  ala^mnl 
the  country  gentlemen  thrimghout  the  Kingdom,  especial* 
ly,  when  they  understood  that  the  idea  of  taxation  in  \me* 
rica  was  In  a  manner  abandoned  as  inexpediont*  or  im* 
practicable,  and  that  the  chi<f  and  sole  aim  of  the  Minis* 
ters  now  was  to  rniuce  the  CoLnies  to  constitutional 
dependence.     Hitherto  they  had  eherrftilly  roiitributed 
towards  the  extraorflinai*y  exp«>nces  of  government,  with  a 
liope  that  their  sacrifices  would,  at  soma  future  daj,  be 
eompensated  by  the  reaction  which  an  American  revenue 
jnust  have  upon  the  taxes  at  home*      When  that  hope  va*      ^ 
Bished,  their  zeal  suddenly  subsided;  and  bad  not  (he 
maehiavelism  of  the  administration  assured  them  that  the 
abandonment  of  Colonial  taxation  was  merely  a  stratagem^ 
and  that,  though  apparently  relinquished  for  the  nresent, 
the  scheme  still  subsisted  in  prospect*  it  is  probable  that  Removed  by 
the  additional  land  tax,  which  this  Jesuitical  explanation  Jj^f^fil'''" 
eaused  to  be  carried  by  a  majority  of  four  to  one,  would  nmers.  * 
bave  been  defeated. 

We  have  alluded  to  the  Congressional  petition  present-  Mr.Pcnn'9 
•d  bv  Richard  Pcnn,  and  Arthur  Lee,  and  related  the  exttunatiw 
repulsive  observation  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  in  respect  to 
that  petition.  No  further  notice  was  taken  of  Mr.  Penn, 
or  the  object  of  his  mission,  until  the  Duke  cK*  Richmond^ 
some  time  in  Novemlier,  caused  him  to  he  examined  be- 
fore the  House  of  Lords.  In  the  course  of  this  exaniina* 
tion,  the  unanimity  of  the  Americans,  their  respect  for 
the  Continental  Congress,  their  lo^al  and  genend  resour- 
ces, their  military  and  naval  skill,  their  rt-liance  on  the 
efff^cts  of  their  last  petition,  which  they  considered  iis  the 
olive  branch  of  peace  and  reconjpiliation,  the  prtdiability 
of  *hcir  caltrng  assistance,  if  refuseil  a  hearing,  and  tlicir 
resolution  ne>er  to  yield  to  the  British  claim  of  taxation, 
Choogb^  ki  other  respects^  inclined  to  acknowledge  the 
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CHAP,   sovereignty,  of  the  mother  country,  ^ere  abljT  fad-  AfUy 

VII.      developed  by  Mr.  Penn.    After  he  had  withdrawn,'  the 

'•  Duke  of  Riebmbnd  moved .  **  that  flie  matter  of  4he  A];ne« 

'      [  ^  rican  petition  atfbrded  ground*  for  conciliation  of  the  un- 

Tiappy  difference  subsisting  between  the  mother  country 

and  the  Colonies,  and  that  it 'was  highly  necessary  that 

S roper  steps  should  be  inunediately  taken  for  attaining  so 
esirable,  an  object;*!  ,  This  motion,  after  a  long  and  vio- 
AUconcUia-  lent  debate,  was  rejected  by  a  division  of  86  against  33, 
*?^/P">Po-   including  proxies. .  That  every  avenue  was  now  closed  a- 
defeatedl*    ]gainst  a  friendly  Understanding;  was  further  evinced  b^ 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Burke's  conciliatory  bill,  iii  Noveni-  ' 
her;  the  subsequent  defeat  of  a  similar  attempt  made  by 
the  Duke  6f  Graftoni  and  the  answer  given  by  the  Kihg^ 
about  the  sanie  time,  to  the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Commons  of  the  City' of  London,  who  still  per- 
severed in  pleading  before  the 'i'hrone,  the  cause  of  hu- 
nianity  and  p^a[cet,  from  which  the  true  interest  of  th© 
British  Empire  wis  inseparable. 

This  stormy  session  presented  aiiotlicr  scene  of  turbu* 
lence,  asperity,  and  discord,  mpon  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  for  prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  tlie  thirteen  United 
Colonies.  This  was  tlie  finishing  stroke  of  ministerial  im- 
policy, or  rather  ma<lness.  Enquiries  into  erievanecs^ 
measures  to  redress  them,  were  now  totally  laid  aside* 
The  Commissioners,  whom  this  bill  enabled  the  Crown  t6 
appoint,  were  to  be  invested  simply  with'the  power  of 
granting  pardons.  Well  might  it  be  observed  upon  that 
occasion,  as  it  actually  was,  <<that  the  guardian  genius  of 
America  had  that  day  presided  with  full  influence  in  the 
midst  of  the  British  councils,  and  inspired  the  measures 
liow  adopted.'*  In  effect,  nothing  could  have  a  more  effi- 
cient tendency  to  harmonize  the  efforts  of  the  people  in 
the  Colonies,  by  uniting  their  minds  in  a  most  infljcxible 
detormination  to  cast  off  all  dependencQ  on  t]ie  British 
government,  and  establish  a  free  and  independent  govern- 
ment of  their  own ;  and  this  was  truly  and  properly  «  a  bill 
for  carrying  more  effectually  iqto  execution  the  resolves 
of  Congress/* 

The  Irish  Parliamtent  also  gave  a  proof  of  subserviency 
to  ministerial  views,  by  voting  on  the  25th  of  November, 
«that  4,000  out  of  the  1^,000  troops,  armed  for  the  de- 
fence of  Ireland,  should  be  spared  for  his  Majesty^s  ser- 
vioe  abroad,  the  same  to  be  no  charge  to  the  Kingdom, 
after  quitting  it.'*  TJie  offer  of  4,000  protestant  troops  to 
replace  the  native  forces  thus  intended  for  America,  thcs% 
likewise  to  be  no  charge  to  Ireland,  was,  however,  de- 
clined. 

Parliamentary  sanctiop  having  now  crowned  all  the 
wishes  of  the  Ministers,  (hey  proceeded  to  the  execution 
of  their  plans.    Sir  Peter  Farker,  and  Earl  CornMallis 
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were  Qtdered  to  convoy  from  Cork  to  Ameiloa  a  fleet  of  CHAP. 
transports,  with  the  Aeteoa^  and  Thunder  Bomb,  tho  whole      VII. 

armament  amounting  to  43  sail,  and  2,500  troops.    The 

impatience  of  the  government  was  ill-served  by  casualties.  "~ 

The  doubts  and  seruples  of  a  timid  Lord  Lieutenant,  pre- 
vented this  fleet  from  sailing  before  the  ISth  of  February, 
1776  ;  and,  a  few  days  after  leaving  port,  it  wasnlispcrsed 
by  a  tremendous  stori»^  It  reached  Cape  Fear,  however; 
part  on  the  18th  o^  April,  ^A  the  rest  on  the  3rd  of  May^ 
too  late  for  the  success  of  the  plan  organized  by  Governor 
Martin.  At  Cape-Fcar,^  Sir  P.  Parker,  and  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  found  General  Cliaton.  Wc,will  soon  have  occasion 
to  notice  their  subsequent  operations     ^ 

Other  armamenrs  followed.     Part  of  the  Brunswick  feisfoliow- 
tpoops  sail  from  Spithcad,  early  in  April,  with  Generals  ^"^  ^y  ""^^ 
Burgoyne  and  Philips.     Not  long  after,  the  first  division  ^^^^'''^"^^• 
of  the  Hessian  mercenaries,  sailed  from  St.  Helen's  under 
ttonvoy  of  Commodore  Hotham,  who  was  followed  by  Ad 
miral  Howe,  in  the  Eagle  man  of  war. 

Letters  patent  under  the  great  seal,  had  constituted  Lord  CommbFi- 
Howe  and  General  Howe,  to  be  his  Majesty's  Commis-  ^'l^^J-^^^ 
sioners,  for  restoring  peace  to  the  Colonies  inNorth  Anic-  pli^doua' 
rica,  and  for  gnvhting  pardons  to  such  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  there,  tlien  in  rebellion  as  should  deservo  the 
royal  mercy. — The  most  moderate  estimates  carried  to. 
W,000  eflfective  men,  bo(h  privates  and  officers,  the  for- 
ces intended  to  wreak  ministerial  vengeance  on  the  Colo^ 
nies. 

Nothing  hut  rapid,  brilliant,  and  full  success  was  now  Expecu- 
Jinticipated  by  the  administration.  From  the  powers  of  ^^^^^IJ^^ 
Europe,  they  apprehended  no  hostilities.  When  closing 
the  late  Parliamentary  session,  his  Majesty  had  commu- 
nicated paeifie  assurances  on  their  part.  Under  such  cir-  ' 
cumstances,  it  appeared  next  to  impossible  that  the  Con- 
tinental forces  should  withstand  such  a  mass  of  British 
power ;  it  was  even  imagined  that,  upon  the  first  appear- 
anee  of  the  English  troops,  every  idea  of  further  resist- 
ance would  vanish.  But  should  the  American  army,  con- 
trary  to  all  probability,  keep  the  field,  biully  armed, 
wretchedly  disciplined,  little  inured  to, the  hardships,  tho 
tumult,  and  the  dangers  of  war,  could  they  long  resist 
the  intrepidity,  regular  tactics,  and  unshaken  patience  of 
European  veterans  ?  First  impressions  are  decisive  in  war, 
and  first  impressions  necessarily  must  prove  fatal  to  the 
Americans.  To  force,  too,  stratagem  would  be  added.  No 
art  would  be  left  untried  to  divide  tliem.  A  few  iulluen- 
tial  characters  returning  to  their  allegiance  would  bring 
mnltitudes  in  their  rear;  for^  in  popular  resolutions,  ex-  , 
ample  is  omnipotent".  The  Commissioners  authorized  to 
grant  pardons,  were  highly  respected,  even  in  the  Colo- 
nics J  they  were  nlen  of  considerably  hereditary  dislhio- 
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CHAP.  tlon-Jlhirtrtaos  tor  their  afeh}fv>inetit8  ho^h  hj  sea  anfl 
VIL  •  by  land— they  pooseMed  zeal,  skifl,  and  polh-y — ihcj  would 
be  on  the  theatre  of  action — wisely  direct  the  opei*aii«>iia 
6T  the  army — and  eagerly  seizing  on  all  favorable  inci- 
dents, improve  them  into  a  final  triumph! — Sveh  were  I  lie 
thoughts,  and  sueh  the  hopes  of  the  Ministers — erroneoasj 
futile,  and  delusive ! 
Indepea-  Ameri<^a  and  the  world  might  mfW  he  convinced  that  ihm 

dence,  ths  ^^q  Houscs  in  the  British  Parliament  were  Ihtle  else  thiui 
J^^*5nii.  ^  cumbrous  and  expensive  ofllee  of  record,  to  register  mJ- 
nistenai  iiisterial  edicts ;  and  this  reflection  rapidly  matured  in  the 
Colonies  the  idey  of  a  final  separation  from  the  mother 
country.''^    This  idea  had  oeenrred  before  to  men  of  eoei>» 


*  Various  have  been  the  attenptt  to  fix  with  preciBimi,  the  epoch,  when 
the  idea  of  Independence  first  originated     British  wri«  era  have  traced  thjc 
conception  of  it  so  fVr  back  as  the  reduction  ofO«nadi>,  or«  at  least,  the  ces- 
sion ot  that  country  by  the  French,  in  1763.     Thw  ascribe  the  subsequent 
differences  between  the  mother  country  and  the  Uok>nies,  ton  deeply*  Kid 
scheme,  the  object  of  which  was  to  fhmihh  the  people  with  cfi(u»es  o*  irrita^ 
tion,  and  finally  to  bring  them  to  a  separation  from  C»reat  Britain.    There  as 
no  good  reason,  however,  for  this  opinion.    It  is  evident  enough  thai  the 
measure  resulted,  not  from  any  extensive,  lon^-preconccrted  pkn  ;  butirom 
sdventii  ious,  progressive  causes.    It  was  the  unpad  of  n>ii)i2>teriHl  folly  And 
violence,  that  detached  the  Gokmies  fh>m  the  body  ef  which  th^  m;ide  part 
—but,  even  then,  |x>werful  aiBiuties  continued  to  subsist,  ana  \h£s^  n*a^- 
ments  of  empire,  still  moving  witliin  the  sphere  of  attraction  of  the  Parent 
State,  naturaUy  gravitated  towards  it,  though  without  any  determined  laws. 
When  was  the  bold*  sublimit  and  creative  idea  fbrroedt  to  give  to  those  de- 
tached, erratic  fi^igroents,  a  new  projectile  impulse;  to  t^xh  them  to  as- 
sume in  the  politickl  8p:tce,  a  station  of  then*  oun,  joid  to  disd;tin  revolving, 
as  satteliies,  around  a  distant  and  smaller  body  ^  h  is  said  thut  Chrifttapher 
Gadsden  of  South  Carolina,  and  both  Samuel  and  John  Adams,  together 
with  Hancock  of  Massachusetts,  were,  at  a  very  cja4y  period  of  ilic  con- 
test, decide^y  for  Independence.  V'e  caiinot  accurately  ascertain  the  birth 
of  their  opinions  on  this  head  ;    nor  whether  they  were  for  abtohOe  and  iir* 
rtvoeable  mdepence,  previously  to  1776.      No  historian  is  definite  and  vr^ 
cUe  in  this  respect ;  though  aA  pay  a  just  hoinage  to  the  energy  and  uraent 
D.  triotism  of  those  gentlemen. — Letters  written  by  influential  characters  in 
VurinLt,  about  tlie  middle  of  1775,  and,  at  this  moment,  before  us,  menti- 
on the  idea  ;  but  they  seem  rather  to  hold  it  out  in  terrwmn  to  the  minis- 
ters and  their  friends,  and  to  view  the  measure  in  the  light  of  tu  unwished 
for  alternative,  of  a  iatt  resort,  (see  uppendix.  No.  12.)      Subaequcntiy  to 
the  infamous  Proclamation  of  Lord  Dunmore  in  November,  1775,  the  public 
newspapers  of  tlie  Colony  abound  in  similar  hints.     In  Pinltney's  Virginia 
Gazcite  for  the  20th  December,  same  vcar,  we  observe  the  following  re- 
marks,  in  a  piece  signed  «*  a  8ou>ieb  ;'^«  Our  cruel  enemies  have  fmed 
us  to  pass  the  Rubicon  ;  we  have  begun  the  noble  work,  and  there  is  no 
rctrcatmg^    The  kinpof  England  has  proclaimed  us  rebels.    TJie  sword  is 
druwn^ ;  the  sc';bb.inrmust  be  thrown  away  ;  there  is  no  medium  between 
:    rlorious  defence,  and  the  most  ^ject  slavery.  If  we  &il  in  our  endeavors 
to  repel  the  assaults  of  tyranny,  we  are  to  expect  no  mercy.     The  brave, 
out  miserable  Corsicans,  may  serve  for  an  example  of  the  unrestrained  ra« 
Tagcs  of  enraged  despotism.    Ontheother  hand,  the  states  of  Holland  sup- 
ply an  instance  of  happiness  and  glory,  procured  by  a  noble  stand  against 
absolute  power.   We-wwddruU  loUhfartheaUohieindiiiendence  of 
V9uidoiirinexinHMe9ppre9mr9butH9tentoourJtt*t  emapiamU  f  but,  tUhtte- 
M>enUy  ice  are  determined  not  to  9uhmU  to  a  tywtem  rf  tyranny  Utile  itdhiorH 
She$kn4*hthniidomyinvhiehth€9u^k<ftlieJWhiohJSutkm 


eV  gejAmf  9bA  influeMe ;  but  there  !s  no  just  gromd  for  CHAP* 
tievitig  that  eyen  to  them  the  measure  appeared  expedi-  YIL 
eat  aad  desirable  in  the  abstract;  they  seem  to  have  eon- 
siclered  it  as  an  awful  altemativey  as  a  matter  of  iast  rt- ' 
$orL  It  is  apt  that  the  eneourai^e  degree  of  maturitjr 
already  attained  by  the  eountiryf  or  the  dignity  and  advan- 
tages of  a  distinct  political  existenect  escaped  thiji*  pene- 
tration ;  nor  were  the}  strangers  to  the  previoun  induee- 
menty  and  inherent  power  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  de« 
elare  and  assert  a  separate  station;  but  they  had  hitjiert^ 
hoped  for  an  honorable  and,  in  every  respeet^  satisfactory 
lettleroent  of  diffei'enees ;  it  was  reserved  for  an  infatuated 
and  eormpt  adminislration  to  force  upon  Ameriea,  by  ae- 
•amoJated  wrongs*  and  avowed  oppression,  a  reluctantf 
though  irrevocable  dissolution  of  those  powerful,  endearifiK 
tie4  which  naturally  connect  the  child  with  the  parent. 

Upon  intelligence  of  the  proliibitory  bill  and  of  the  vf» 
pqintmant  of  Commissioners  for  granting  pardons,  every 
one  distinctly  perceived  that  the  Colonies  must  shortly  be 
driven  to  unconditional  submission,  or  to  a  dcelaration  of 
iadepentlence.  The  former  of  these  alternatives  was  unl- 
Vi*rsany  viewed  with  scorn  and  indignation;  the  lattcFf 
therefore,  became  the  ultimate  hope  and  refuge  of  the 
people*  Accordingly,  we  find  the  important  question  of  a 
separation  from  GreatrBritaia  to  have  bi*eo,  about  thin 
time,  a  subject  of  deep  concern,  and  solemn  delibt* ration^ 
both  peblic  and  private.  Mr.  Payne's  celebrated  pamphietf 
ander  the  title  of  Common  Sense^  by  its  popular,  luminous^ 
tad  fi^rcible  manner,  as  well  as  by  its  momentous  substance^ 
had  excited  much  attention,  and  operated  in  the  publie 
miad  a  wonderful  change.  That  impressive  writer  was 
assisted,  in  the  Colony  of  ^  irginia,  by  many  able  collabo- 
nuors.  The  news-papers  of  Yii^nia  for  March  and  A- 
prfl,  present  on  this  important  sulgect  various  Essays  re- 
marhable  for  strength  of  argument,  and  beauty  of  expres* 
aoo.  We  select  the  following  extract  fi-om  a  paper  insert- 
ed in  Pnrdi's  Gazette,  issued  on  the  19th  of  April. 

•*  To  speak  without  figure,  I  will  tell  you  plainly.  Pel* 
low-Citizens,  your  situation,  and  point  out  your  int^iVst 
aod  duty.  Yon  have  already  proceeded  so  far,  that,  wi-r* 
jrourcause  less  righteous  than  it  is,  you  could  not,  in  poH- 


This  otttainly  was  a  »tr«ite  intifnatioA  o^ eventual  independence.  Pur- 
ge's VirgiDiii  Gii»ett«,  towwd*  ihe  close  of  iTtS  and  at  the  b^inning  <^ 
^776,  contains  mtimations  of  a  like  nature.  In  the  numbers  ^  Miujh  and 
Apra,  we  find  cmo^  on  tliis  stibject,  the  semimcnta  and  languajje  of  which 
»«  most  strongly  decided.  Conmwn  terue  and  local  essajrs  of  this  sort,  ra* 
^dly  mfuse^  decision  faito  the  public  mind,  hitlierto  fluctuating  and  ure- 
■olute.  But  tlie  mass  of  affinities  that  bound  the  Colonies  to  the  parent 
•tate,  was  almost  inc::lcukible.  Iipmense,  indeed,  must  hiive  been  the  re- 
active force  that  could  overcome  such  .,n  appulsc.  Tyranny  supplied  tnat 
Aree,  in  the  abbonenc^Aikrhifihit  imj^Ml  \ 
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niAP.   (J  recede.    You  Tiavc  overturned  every  fortn  of  the  clWi- 

Vn.      8titution,if  such  a  defective  patchwork  fabrick  a^  yours, 

can  be  called  a  constitution  ;  you  have  assumed  the  I  egis- 

■■  lature  into  your  hands ;  you  have  raised  troops  ;  yoti  have 

^  wagctl  war,  and  you  have,  in  appearance,  at  least,  expell- 
ed your  Governor^  In  short,  you  have  commiUcjd  a  multi- 
plicity of  acts,  which  a  Prince  less  tyrannical,  a  Ministry 
less  abandoned,  and  a  nation  less  imperious  than  that  of 
Great- Britain,  might  choose  to  construe  into  treason,  and 
'which,  if  fortune,  or  your  own  indecision  shpuld  throw  in- 
to their  power,  they  will  infallibly  punish  as' such.  If  you 
succeed,  all  these  things  which  you  have  done  will  redound 

.  to  your  honor  ;  but  if  you  miscarry  (which  may  Heaven 
and  your  own  spirit  avert !)  the  horrible  slavery,  which 
must  be  the  lot  of  you  and  your  children,  will  be  repre- 
sented in  History,  as  scarcely  adequate  to  the  blackness 
'  and  magnitude  of  your  crimes.  If  any  thing  in  human  af- 
fairs is  certain,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  success  or  miscar- 
riage is  at  your  own  option.  Decision  epsures  the  former  ; 
hesitation  incurs  the  latter.'*  , 

"  You  have  an  army,  thesoldiers  and  officers  of  which 
Jiave  displayed  more  valour,  order,  and  discipline,  and  the 
Generals  more  ability,  than  the  enemy,  or  you  yourselves 
could  possibly  have  ex|!>ected.  They  have  been  crowned 
with  most  wonderful  success.  And  are  .they  now  to  be 
stopped  in  the  career  of  their  good  fortune  ?  And  are 
your  liberties  to  be  risked  on  the  chance  of  a  die,  merely 
through  complaisance  to  the  fears,  if  not  the  treachery  of 
the  most  despicable  and  worthless  part  of  the  community  ? 
1  speak  not  fi-om  passion  or  prejudice  ;  I  appeal  to  your 
own  sense  and  experience.  Look  about  you.  Who,  what 
are  these  men  sobbmg  and  whining  after  their  darling  de- 
pendence, which  they  can  neither  understand  themselves, 
npr  do  attempt  to  explain  to  others  ?  Are  they  not  the 
very  men  who,  from  the  very  beginning,  have  either  open- 
ly opposed,  or^hrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of,  every  spi- 

•  ritcci  measure  of  resistance  ?  In  short,  are  they  noi  men  of 
suspected  principles,  of  inuddy,  perplexed  understanding,  or 
of  a  timidity  ridiculous  to  a  Proverb  ?'* 

The  writer  next  proceeds  to  consider  a  "  Declaration  of 

.  Independence*'  as  a  sure  means  of  obtaining  from  friendly 

l.uropt-an  States,  theVarlike  and  other  supplies  so  much 

'  wanted  hy  she  Province,  to  carry  the  impending  war  to  a 
successful  e4)neIusion.  **  An  intercoiirse  with  those  States 
cannot,  he  observes,  be  properly  and  etficiently  established, 
unless  you  declare  yourselves  a  yrce  and  independenl  peo- 
ple. AVliilst  you  remain  in  the  predicament  otrebelSf  they 
are,  in  decency,  obliged  to  keep  aloof ;  but,  when  yon  can 
be  considered  as  an  independent  state,  the  eternal  rules  of 
policy  will  point  out  to  them  the  advantages  and  honour 
wliich  must  result  from  a  close  alliance  with  von.    For 
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Heaven's  sake,  why,  vrhepefore  do  you  hesitate  ?    The  pu-  CHAP. 
slllanimous  mortals,  who  labour  to  raise  spectres^in  your      YII. 
imaginations,  similar  to  those  which    haunt  their  own^ 
know  very  well  that  reconciliation  and  re-union  with  your  *  m 
butcher^,  aretHipossible.  You  may,  indeed,  be  their  slaves^ 
but  to  be  their  brethren  and  fellow  subjects,  is  ont  of  the 
nature  of  things.    Procrastination  only  prolongs  the  cala- 
mities of  ¥?ar.    Every  day's  dela^^  swells  up  tbe  expense 
of  America's  blood  and  treasure.    Will  you,  then,  I  re- 
j>catcdly  demand,  throw  away  the  lives  of  so  many  thou- 
sands of  your  most  valuable  citizens,  plunge  yourselves 
into  on  enormous  debt,  from  which  you  can  never  be  ex- 
tricated; will  you  stake  the  liberties  of  yourselves  and  • 
posterity,  on  hazard  and  fortune,  merely  in  complacency 
to  the  fears  of  a  few  timid,  or,  perhaps,  to  tbe  designs,  of 
a  few  disafibcted  men?  or  will  you,  by  a  brave,  spirited^ 
and  manly  injunction  on  your  servants  in  Congress,  to  de- 
clare you  a  free  and  independent  people,  bring  the  calami- 
ties of  war  to  a  shorter  issue,  and  fix  your  liberties  on  a 
firm  and  durable  foundation  ?'^ 

These,  and  other  arguments,  derived  from  the  justice,  The  people 
expediency,  necessity,  and  praeticaliility  of  independence  of  Virginia 
rapidly  diffused  through  the  Colony  that  steady  convi<?-  resolve  on 
tion,  and  generous  spirit,  before  which  all  difficulties  must  ^^^P*^  ^"* 
ultimately  vanish.    Every  one  distinctly* perceived  that  a 
measure  thus  bold  and  decisive  could  not  add  to  existing 
ealamities,  or  to  impending  dangers ;  thai,  on  the  contra- 
ry, it  was  pregnant  with  incalculable  advantages  for,  the 
present,  and  promised  future  splendour  and  prosperity .^-^ 
Influenced  by  these  weighty  considerations,  animated  by 
this  bright  prospect,  the  people  of  Virginia  now  called 
for  independence  in  a  loud,  and  almost  unanimous  voice* 
Their  sentiments  on  this  point  were  made  kno\in  to  the  . 
Delegates  for  the  next  Convention,  either  by  direct  in- 
structions, or  through  the  medium  of   the  newspapers, 
Tvjth  a  view  that  they  should  be  speedily  conveyed  to  the    ^ 
Continental  Congress*  upon  whose  decisign  a  question  of 
that  magnitude  must  finally  depen^. 


CHAl'TEn  VUL 


Meetmg  of  the  Contention — Declaration  qf  the  Con-cention 
in  fivcar  of  Iniepehdence — Excites  «mfoer«al  joy— 
Military  arrangements— Gen.  Charles  Lee  is  appointed 
to  command  in  the  South— Arritoes  at  Williamsburg— 
His  popularity— Measures  against  the  Disaffected  in  the 
Lower  Country — Orders  issued  to  Colonel  Woodford  on 
this  subject— ^nd  by  him  humanely  executed — Jlctive 
measures  of  Gen.  Lee-^-rMitigation ,  of  the  orders  res- 
2)ecti7ig  Princess  Anne  and  Norfolk  Counties — Barron 
intercepts  importatU  dispatches  from  England — Geneml 
Lee  marches  to  JVorth  Carolina — Arrives  at  J^ewbem — 
Military  meastires  in  Tirginiu — Dunmore  quit9  his  station 
for  Gwin's  Island — Declaration  of  rights— Constitution 
'^-Mr  Jejersons  preamble — OtMities  of  the  Constitution 
— Constitutional  clause  respecting  former  grants  by  the 
Crown  to  adjacent  Colonies-^rAppointmenls  under  iltc 
new  ConsliltUion — Adjournment  of  the  Convention — 
Summary  of  their  procedings — General  Lee  goes  to 
Charleston— The  BrUishattack  Sullixian's  Island— and 
arc  repulsed — State  of  American  affairs  in  the  J^orth, 

CHAP.  THE  Convention  assembled  at  ^VTIliamsburg,  on  tiic 

Vni.      6th  of  May.  The  President,  Edmund  Pendleton,  in  a  short 
address  from  the  chair,  observed  to  the  members  of  lliat 
"j'  venerable  body  <*  that  they  were 'met  at  a  time  truly  cri- 

MsLy  6.         tical,  ivhen  subjects  of  the  most  important  and  intei-esUng 
Meeting  of   nature  required  their  serious  attention^  that  the  ad  minis- 
tioo.^^*^^^'  tration  of  justice,  and  almost  all  the  powers  of  government 
*     had  been  suspended  for  nearly  two  years;  and  that  it  be- 
came them  to  reflect  whether  the  country  could  longer 
sustain  the  great  struggle  it  was  making,  in  such  a  situa- 
tion." 

On  the  same  day,  forty- five  members  of  the  House  of 
Burgesses,  met  at  the  Capitol  in  Williamsburg,  iu  pursu- 
ance of  their  adjournment,  in  March  preceding.  As  the 
Constitutional  Legislature  could  not,  when  chosen,  assem- 
ble but  in  conformity  to  a  summons  from  the  repi*ejsenta- 
tive  of  the  Crown ;  and  as  Lord  Dunmore  had  refused, 
upon  Mr.  Corbin's  suggestion,  to  issue  a  commission  for 
convening  and  holding  an  Assembly,  they  declared  it  to 
be  their  opinion,  that  the  people  could  not  now  be  legally 
represonted  according  to  the  ancient  constitution  which 
had  been  subverted  by  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  of 
Great-Britain^  and  eonsequenUy  dissolved;  accordingly, 


VIRGINIA.  1«? 

they  unanimously  dissolved  tlueinselves. — ^Thus  was  the    CHAP. 
tottering  fabric  of  the  royal  government  utterly  demolish-     VIIL 
ed  in  Virginia.    To  substitutef  in  its  stead,  a  structure  of  ^^^^^ 
more  elegant,  and  more  solid  form,  was  now  the  task  of  ="=™^ 
the  Convention. 

In  effect,  the  people  were  by  the  prohibitory  bill,  and 
other  acts  of  the  British  government,  thrown  out  of  Bri- 
tish protection,  and,  of  course,  released  from  British  al- 
legiance, and  restored  to  their  natural  rights — a  situation 
scarcely  foreseen  by  themselves,  aud  to  which  we  must 
refer  the  apparent  anomalies  which  this  period  of  our  hisr 
tory  will  exhibit. 

The  explicit  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  tlie 
obvious  necessHy  of  a  close  and  indissoluble  union  of  (he 
several  Colonies  against  the  impending  storm,  as  well  as 
of  a  new  government  to  preserve  internal  peace  and  order, 
produced,  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  the  following  May  1^. 
memorable  declaration,  and  two  impoi*tant  resolutions 
connected  with  it: 

"  For  as  much  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  United  Co-  Declaration 
Ionics,  by  the  most  decent  representations  and  petitions  to  o^**^  ^"- 
the  King  and  Pariiamcnt  of  Great-Britoin,  to  restore  fe^'^/ij., 
peace  and  security  to  America,  under  the  British  govern-  dtepenclencrfc 
meot,  and  a  re-union  with  that  people  upon  just  and  libe- 
ral terms,  instead  of  a  redress  of  grievances,  have  pro- 
duced from  an  imperious  and  vindictive  administration^ 
increased  insult,  oppression,  and  a  vigorous  attempt  to 
effect  our  total  (lestruction.  By  a  late  act  of  Parliamenf 
all  the  Colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  and  out, of 
the  protection"^  of  the  British  Crown ;  our  properties  arc 
subjected  to  confiscation;  our  people,  when  captivated, 
oompelled  to  join  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their  rela- 
tions and  countrymen ;  and  all  former  rapines  and  oppres- 
sion of  Americans  declared  legal  and  just ;  fleets  and  ar- 
mies are  raised,  and  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  engaged  to 
assist  their  desfructive  purposes.  The  King's  reppesenta« 
tive  in  this  Colony  hath  not  only  withheld  the  powers  of 
government  from  operating  for  our  safety,  but,  having  re- 
tired on  board  an  armed  ship,  is  carrying  on  a  piratical 
and  savage  war  against  us,  tempting  our  slaves  by  every 
artifice  to  resort  to  him,  and  training  aud  employing  them 
against  their  masters.  In  this  state  of  extreme  danger, 
we  have  no  alternative  left,  but  abject  submission  to  the 
will  of  those  overbearing  tyrants,  or  a  total  separation  from 
the  Crown  and  government  of  Great-Britain,  uniting  and 
exerting  the  strength  of  all  America  for  defence,  and 

•W^  cannot  siifficientlv  admire  the  providential  folly  of  the  Uritish  Le- 
Jfislature.  Th^  declared  by  this  act  the  Colonies  »w/e/>e/icfen//  for  depen- 
dence was  founded  on  protection.  Remove  the  cause,  and  the  effect  ceases* 
9uw  I}cu9  vuU  pei'dere,  print  demcntat. 
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CH AF.   forming  alliances  with  foreign  powers  for  commerce  and 

Vlll.      aid  in  war.  Wherefore*  appealing  to  the  searcher  of  hearts 

for  th^  sincerity  of  former  declarations^  expressing  our 

■"  '^        '  desire  to  preserve  the  connexion  with  lliat  nation ;    anfl 

/  that  we  are  driven  from  that  inclination  by  their  wioked 

councils^  and  the  eternal  laws  of  self-preservation  ;" 

*^  Resolved  utUiniinouxlyf  Thuti he  Delegates  appointed 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  (general  Congress,  be  instruct- 
'  ed  to  propose  to  that  Respectable  bodv,  to  declare  the  United 

' '  Colonies 9 free  and  independent  States f  absolved  from  all  al- 

legiance to,  or  dependence  upon,  the  Crown  or  Parliament 
of  Great-Britain  ;  and  that  they  give  the  assent  of  this  Co- 
lony to  tiuch  deelaration,  and  to  whatever  measures  miay 
be  thought  proper  and  necessary  by  Congress,  for  forming 
foreign  alliances,  and  a  confederation  of  the  Colonies,  at 
such  atimeand  in  sush  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  best.; 
provided  that  the-power  of  forming  Governments  for,  and 
the  regulations  of  the  internal  concerns  of,  each  Colouy> 
be  left  to  the  respective  Colonial  Legislatures/' 

«<  Resolved  unanimouslyf  lliat  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a  declaration  of  rights,  and  such  a  plan  or 
Government  as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and 
order  in  this  Colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  li- 
berty to  the  people.'* 
Excites  uni-  This  decisive  step  was  productive  of  incalculable  bcnc- 
versaljoy.  g^.^  It  removed  the  doubts  and  uneertainlies  which  still 
remained  in  tsome  timid  and  wavering  minds  ;  and  di- 
rected all  the  energies  ol  the  people  towards  a  fixed  and 
determinate  object,  ^  Demonstrations  of  joy  every  wfcere 
shewed  that  the  measure  was  in  perfect  unison  with  the 
public  feeling.  At  Williamsburg,  military  parades,  dis* 
charges  of  artillery,  civic  dinners  and  toasts,  general  illu- 
minations, and  other  signs  of  joy,  evinced  the  pleasure 
which  both  the  citizens  and  the  troops  felt  at  the  tinal  dis^ 
solution  of  every  tie  with  a  tyrannical  parent.  Whilst  the 
Union  flag  of  Ajneriea  proudly  waved  upon  the  Capitol,  c- 
very  bosom  swelled  with  generous  sentiments,  and  heroie 
confidence.  Lurid  and  threatv^niilg  as  the  political  hori- 
zon of  America  appeared,  no  one  gave  way  to  gloomy  fears 
and  unmanly  despondency.  All  relied  on  the  jastice  and 
nobleness  of  the  common  cause  ;  on  the  enthusiasm,  har- 
mony, and  strength  of  United  America  ;  and,  especially, 
^  on  the  assistance  and  favour  of  Mm  who  rules  the  fate  of 
nations,  smiles  on  theefibrts  of  the  virtuous  and  the  brave, 
when  struggling  for  his  best  gift.  Liberty;  and  distracts 
.  the  Councils,  and  paralyzes  the  arm  of  tyranny,  hateful  to 
God  as  well  as  to  man. 

On  the  very  samo  day  that  the  Convention  was  employ--  • 
ed  in  issuing  the  above  resolutions,  by  a  remarkable  coin- 
cidence, the  Continental  (^np^ess,  then  sitting  in  Philadel- 
phia, adopted  the  measure  of"  rccommendin.acto  the  res- 
pective assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colanies, 
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vrliereno  GovarnTOent  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  iheip    CHAP. 
affairs  had  been  theo^tofore  eslabiished  to  iix  upon  such      YUI. 
Oovernment,  as  should,  in  ihc  opinion  of  the  representa-  ^^^^^ 
tives  of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safe-  ' 

t^^  of  their  Constituents^  in  particular,  and  America  in 
jfeneral/' 

In  the  mean  time,  military  preparations  were  not  for-  lifiiitaiyar^ 
gotten  In  Virginia.    The  army  assumed  a  regular  and  sys-  rangements. 
temalic  organization.    Meritorious  offieers  were  promo- 
ted :  among  these,  we  observe  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis,  and 
Colonel  Robert  Howe,  appointed  Brigadier  Greneral  by  the 
Continental  Congress.     The  gallantry  and  services  of  the  ^ 

latter,  as  well  as  the  tribute  of  approbation  and  thanks  . 
paid  to  his  zeal  and  skill  by  the  Convention,  we  have  alrea- 
dy noticed.  On  the  4th  of  March,  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil of  Norlh- Carolina  honoured  him  wilh  a  similar  iribnte 
— and  to  crown  his  fame,  he  was  on  the  bfh  of  May ^  ex- 
cepted,  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton.from  the  betirfit  ofihe  pardon 
which  that  General  offered,  in  his  Jlnjeshfs  name,  to  all 
such  Carolinians  as  should  lay  doxvn  their  armSf  and  return  , 
to  their  duly,  and  to  the  blessings  of  a  free  Goveminentf  as 
established  by  taw. 

The  cloud  of  danger  evidently  hanging,  at  this  porten-  General 
tons  time,  over  ever^'  part  of  the  United  Colonies,  induced  ChariesLee 
the  Continental  Congress  to  appoint  Major  General  Charles  ^^m!"^^ 
lieetothe  command  of  Ihe   Southern  ifepartment.'  His  maud  in  the 
arrival  at  Head  Quarters  in  Williamsbui^,  on  the  29rh  of  South. 
March,  was  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  victory    That  ex    Arrives  at 
traiirdinary  character  was  then  encircled  with  a  blaze  of  ^^»*haiiiB- 
renown  and  popularity.    The  laurels  of  war  and  th(*sp  of    "^' 
literature  alike  ornamented  his  brow.     Trained  from  his  Hispopa- 
iiifancy  to  the  profession  of  arms  ^  distinguished,  at  an  larity. 
early  age,  b^  brilliant  exploits  in  Canada,  Portugal,  Po- 
land, and  Russia:  and  lately  by  his  devotion  to  the  United 
Colonies,  whose  cause  he  had  frequently  advocated  in  elo* 
qucnt  publii'ations^,  and  now  zealously  supported  with  tlij^ 
sword ;  having  sacrificed  to  his  anient  enthusiasm  for  li- 
berty his  native  and  social  partialities,  his  fortune,  and  a 
splendid  prospect  of  professional  advancement  in  the  causf5 
of  royalty,  he  possessed  the  esteent  and  admiration  of  all. 
Whilst  viewing  his  rare  and  commanding  qualities,  all 
ftrgot  that  eccentricity  of  temper  which,  in  uo  small  de- 
gree, attended  him,  as  it  does  oHen  attend  men  of  exalt- 
cd  genius.     During  his  stay  in  Virginia,  his  attention, 
activity,  and  vigilance  to  augment  and  improve  the  forces  Measures a- 
already  rais<*d,  to  neutralize  the  malignant  efiurts  of  the  gainst  the 
disaffected,  and  even  to  rid  of  their  presence  the  most  ex    ^ia-^ecxed 
posed  parts  of  the  country,  shone  eminently  conspiciious.  J^^eV 
Early  in  April,  the  Committer  of  s'.dTety  issued,  on  his  re-  Country. 
commei^dation^  the  followiog  order : 


aa  msTORT  of 

CHAP.  IN  COMMTITEE  OF  SAFETY, 

VUI. 

At  Wuxiamsburg,  April  10, 179^ 

Tlie  Committee,  taking  under  their  most  serious  consi- 
deration, a  letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  urging  the 
necessity  of  removing  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Prin- 
cess-Anne counties,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  our  enp- 
my,  together  with  several  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  lately  intercepted,  and  other  papers  |  and  having 
been  repeatedly  informed  ppon  oath,  by  everj'  person  that 
has  escaped  from  Lord  Dnnmore's  ship^  and  the  fleet  at 
Norfolk,  that  there  is  a  constant  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  on  the  Norfolk  side,  who  furnish 
the  enemy  with  provisions,  and  give  intelligence  of  all  our 
measures,  which  conduct  has  likewise  been  frequently 
experienced  and  complained  of  by  the  officers  at  our  posts 
in  those  counties.    This  Committee  impressed  by  the  fore- 
going and  many  other  pregnant  proofs,  with  a  full  convic- 
tion of  the  inimical  disposition  of  many  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  enemy,  and  convineed  that  all 
others  who  may  be  well  disposed,  and  really  attached  to 
the  common  cause  must  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy.  Bo  unardmously  resolve  and  order.  That  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Princess- Anne  county,  at 
present    residing  between  the  enemy  and  our  posts  at 
Great-Bridge  and  Kemp's  Landing,  and  in  a  direct  line 
from  Kemp's  Landing  to  the  Ocean,  be  immediately  re- 
moved to  some  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  that  those 
who  are  unable  to  remove  themselves  be  assisted  by  the 
public ;  and  for  the  better  effecting  such  removal.  It  is 
further  ordered.  That  all  the  live  stock  of  the  said  inha* 
ilitants,  be  immediately  taken  possession  of  by  our  army, 
and  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  for  the  use  of  the  owners, 
and  such  part  thereof,  as  the  owners  may  be  willing  to 
part  with,  be  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  use 
of  the  forces,  except  where  it  may  happen  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  such  as  have  already  retired  to,  or  nuiy  hereafter 
join  Lord  Dunmore. 

This  Committee  considering  the  intelligence  contained 
in  the  aforementioned  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  reflecting  on  the  uniform  policy  of  the  British  court, 
and  the  measures  lately  adopted  in  North-Carolina,  are 
fully  convineed  that  our  enemies  are  solely  encouraged  to 
make  their  wicked  attempts  upon  such  Colonies^  wherein 
they  can  expect  the  best  assistance,  from  persons  disafleet- 
ed  to  the  American  cause,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
most  likely  means  of  securing  this  Colony  from  such  at- 
tempts, will  be  to  remove  all  suspicious  persons,  beyond 
the  influence  of  the  enemy.  This  Board,  do  therefore,  or- 
dkr,  That  all  persons  irithin  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
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Yrincess-Aime^   ivho  haye  heretofore  repaired  to  Lort    CHAP. 
Sunmope's  standard^  and  taken  the  oath  preseribed  by     YIIL 
liiaiy  who  thereby  may  have  a  reliance  on  them  to  aid  his 
measures^  do  immediately  remove  themselves  to  some  in- 
terior part  of  this  Colony 9  at  least  thirty  miles  from  the 
enemy,  and  the  better  to  enforce  such  removal;  It  isfitr- 
ther  ordered^  That  all  the  male  slaves  of  such  suspected 
persons,  above  the  age  of  thirteen ;  and,  also,  the  like 
slaves  of  the  persons  within  the  limits  afore-described,  be 
immediately  taken  into  the  custody  and  safe  keeping^  of 
some  officer  at  our  posts  in  Norfolk  and  Princess- Anne,  to 
be  conveyed  to  some  place  of  navigation,  and  to  be  return-     ' 
ed  to  (he  owners  after  they  shall  have  settled  at  some  se- 
cure place,  upon  the  further  order  of  this  Committee. 

JSesoIred,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  be  advanced  to  Willis  Riddiek,  James  Mur- 
daugh  and  Andrew  Meade,  Gentlemen,  or  any  tvro  of  them 
to  be  applied  to  the  assistance  of  such  poor  persons^  as  in 
their  opinion  may  not  be  able  to  remove  themselves,  and 
the  said  Willis  Riddiek,  James  Murdaugh  and  Andrew 
Meade,  are  hereby  empowered  and  requested  to  make 
proper  provision  for  these  necessary  purposes*  and  in  ge- 
neral, to  superintend  this  important  business,  and  be  assist- 
ing in  the  execution  thereof,  in  the  most  humane  manner 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of— and  it  is  earnestly 
reeommended  to  all  persons,  who  can  provide  habitations 
for  such  persons  so  removing,  to  give  notice  thereof  in  the 
Virginia  Crazette^  as  speedily  as  possible. 

JOHN  PAGE,  F.  P. 
MtesU 

John  Becklbt,  Asst.  Clk. 

The  subjoined  instructions,  connected  vrith  the  above  re-  Orders  is- 
solves,  were,  oil  the  ^Oth  of  the  same  month,  transmitted  ^^^^^ 
by  the  energetic  Major  General,  to  Crf*  Woodfof d,  who  on  this 
had  now  returned  to  the  army,  and  was  stationed  at  Kcjonp's  sutgect 
landing : 

Kemp's  Lahdihg,  April  29th,  1776. 

Ton  are  to  remain  at  this  post^  and  take  the  command 
of  all  the  troops  in  this  District. 

You  are  to  put  in  execution  the  resolves  of  the  Commit-  , 

tee  of  safety,  with  all  possible  expedition,  but  with  the 
humanity  natural  to  your  temper. 

You  are  to  remain  in  the  command  of  this  District,  till 
you  are  relieved,  or  ordered  away. 

All  those  whom  you  shall  discnver  carrying  on  any  cor- 
respondence xwith  the  enemy,  or  with  any  person  in  the  e- 
uemy's  fleet,  you  are  to  consider  as  Traitors  to  their  ooun-  , 
try,  burn  their  hoqses,  and  convey  the  Traitors  up,  pini- 
oned ai(d  handcuifed,  to  WilliMi3burg^  with  a  written 
specification  of  their  crimes. 


CHAP. 

vm. 
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Tlio  rewdeni^  ^Iro  are  imipcMUatoIj  in  (he  neighbo-t:***- 
hood  of  this  post,  need  not  l>e  obliged  imt' a tlyio  »ie- 
ino>e  ;  biit  Iheir^male  slaves,  and  live  stock  must  1>^ 
drove  off  with  the  rest. 

CHARLES  LEE,  Major  Gtneral. 
To  Col.  Woodford. 


And  by  him 

humanely 

executed. 


Active  mea- 
sures of 
G«[i.Lee. 


Two  lists  were  at  the  same  time  foryt^arded,  the  one  oC 
siiKpceted  persons,  or  leather,  to  use  the  General's  wonla^ 
inanilcsted  lories — the  other  of  manifested  friends.     Tho 
former  hud  given  their  paroles  to  appear  before  Woodford 
on  the  ensuing  Wednesday,  and  he  was  directed  to  proceed 
with  thorn  conformably  to  tlie  orders  of  the  Committee — 
Much,  however,  waslet\,  to  his  own  good  sense  and  discre- 
tion.    I'he  latter  were  to  be  treated  with  theconsiderali- 
on  whicliiheir  viJtue  deserved.     The  negroes  were  to  be 
employed  in  the  public  service,   until  further  orders.     A 
failure  to  appear  was  to  be  considered  as  treason,  and  pit- 
Bished  accowlingly.     The  list  of  friends  contiained  only  10 
names;  that  of  suspected  men 43,  whose  adult ^raale  ne- 
groes amounted  to  61 ;  a   circumstance  which  affords  au 
additional  proof  of  the  preponderaling  numbers  of  the  dis- 
affected in  that  part  of  the  Colony. 

Woodfoiil  hastened  to  execute  those  orders,  softening 
their  rigor  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  thfe  safety  and  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  directing  his  men  ♦*  to  pay  in 
every  case,  to  the  situation  of  the  respective  inhabitaTtts, 
all  possible  humanity,  decency,  and  complaisance/'  The 
duty  which  had  now  devolved  upon  him  was  highly  repug- 
nant to  his  benign  and  magnanimous  disposition  ;  but  it 
was  indispensable.  The  letters  of  his  friends  Edmund 
Pendleton,  and  llobert  Howe,  and  of  General  Lee  himself, 
sliew  that  they  sincerely  piiinl  him  for  an  employment,  in 
it hclf  harsh  and  painful,  and  which  daily  became  more  irk* 
some  and  difficult,  the  Convention  deeming  rigid  and  vigo- 
rous measures  expedient,  under  an  impression  that  Howe's 
fleet  and  army,  after  quitting  Boston,  wci*e  bound  fdr  Vir- 
ginia, and  would  begin  their  hostile  operations  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Colony.  General  Lee's  invigorating  care  effect- 
ed, or  at  least,  promoted  various  other  objects  connected 
with  the  dei'ence  of  the  country.  In  order  to  enable  him- 
self to  regulate  his  operations  accoinling  to  the  internal 
force  of  the  Colony,  he  required  ac^^urate  reliims  fi^om  the 
officers  ofthe  «rmy,  and  the  Committees  of  the  differ- 
ent counties.  A^are  that  the  present  crisis  demanded  not 
uverely  a  numerical,  but  an  effective  body  of  well- dispos* 
ed,  as  well  as  brave  troops,  he  directed  all  the  Coloneh 
not  to  allow  the  several  recruiting  offif^ers  of  their  regi- 
ments to  enlist  natives  of  Gi^at  Britain  or  Ireland,  un- 
less they  had  been  sometime  residents  in  tlie  country,  had 
wives  andchihlien,  or  could  bring  strong  and  sufficient  re- 
commendations.    Consciotti  that>  particiUarly  iii  Yirginiai 
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oireuflMtweed  as  it  Aen  was^   an  avjngr  without  eawi?  C9AP. 
laust  be  a  very  deFeoUve  mass^  and  could  not  act  with  a-,    YUI.  , 
»y  tolerable  4egrte  of  eredit  aod  siMceest.  Ue  appcialed  t^       ■ 
tiie  patriotUm  of  the  young  GeatlenieD  of  the  diiBd^eat        «  »t"" 
coiBitieey  entreadng  them  to  form  themselves  iato  coui- 
panies  of  light  Dragoon»»  whose  frganization  he  pointM 
oatt  and  to  lend  a  zeuouB  and  efficient  aid  in  asserting  tUo 
sights  and  dignity  of  their  oppressed  and  insulted  Coiuiti*yt 
His  genius  also  vivified  the  germs  of  private  and  publio 
industry  and  enterprizo  for  mannfaeturingat  home  the  war- 
like implements,  which  had  now  become  so  neeessaiy*  The 
depredations  of  Dnnmore,  and  the  motley  force  that  co* 
^erated  with  him,    exciting    irrepressible    indignation 
throughout  the  Colony,  plans  were  formed  to  anaihilate 
*t  one  blow  bis  Lord^p's  fleet  and  army.    For  this  pnr-  • 
pose,  naval  and  other  preparations  were  ent^ri&d  upon  with 
considerable  vigour ;  and  had  not  the  tempest  of  waiv 
moving  onward  to  the  South,  called  there  the  attention 
and  efforts  of  the  General,  it  is  presumable  that  the  coti^ 
templated  attack  would  have  been  speedily  made,  and 
erowned  with  success.^ 

The  execution  of  the  resolves  of  the  Committee  of  Safe-  /  Mitigation 
ty  in  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  Princess  Anne,  unavoid-  ^c^^e^^ 
adJy  produced  much  private  distress.     A  petition  was  prmcess 
accordingly   presented  to   that    Committee,  entreating  Aime, 
them  to  rescind  in  part,  or  to  n^ti^ethose  resolves.-* 
Sensible  of  the  inconvenicncies  whiQh  thus  arose  from 
a  compliance  with  the  orders^  alluded  to  in  their  ful- 
lest latitude,  the  Committee  came,  on  the  3d  of  May,  to  ifajS. 
a  resolution,    <<  that  William   Robinson,  Thomas  Rey- 
nolds Walker,  Thomas  Olds,  John  Thorowgood,  James 
Henley,  Erasmus  Haynes,  &  William  Wishart,  Gentlemen, 
or  any  four,  or  more  of  them,  do  assemble  themselves  to- 
sether,  and  having  taken  an  oath,  before  a  magistrate,  or 
ComEiittee-man,  to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice,  and  to 
keep  each  others'  secrets,  proceed  to  make  sti*ict  enquiry  in- 
to the  temper  and  former  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Princess  Anne,  and  certify  to  the  Hon.  Major 
General  Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Suffolk,  or  its 
neighbourhood,  which  of  them  have  taken  an  active  part 
in  behdf  of  America,  which  have  remained  quiet  at  home, 
without  taking  any  active  part  on  either  side,  and  who  have 
appeared  inlinical  to  Ajnerica  ;  on  which   certificate-  the 
General  or  Commanding  officer,  is  desired  to  suffer  all 
such  as  have  been  friends,  or  neutrals*  to  remain  at  their 
habitations   with  their  families,  but  to  remove  all  their 

•     So  intent  was  Lee  upon  vigorous  preparatory  measures  that  he  sei^t 

€olonel  Cibson  and  Captiim  Lynn  to  New-Orleans^  (of  the  purpose  of  obtntn- 

ing'  gun-powder  from  th«  Governor.    This  expedition,  replete  with  dangei^ 

.^WSLB  successful     12,000  pounds  of  powdv  were  piyjfhas«d  for  jS^^^*  *** 

brought  to  Virgil^,  in  1777. 

'J  I  -         ' 
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CH  \P.    live  ^oeky  exeept  sueh  as  the  CominisdoiiffrB  above  nasied 

TilL     ^all  judge  necessary  fer  their  immediate  subsistence :  — 

And  that  all  the  enemies  of  America  in  the  said  eounty  be 

sBsssa^^  eompeljed  to  remove  with  their  families  and  effects,  aocor- 
ding  to  the  former  resolution ;  and  the  said  commissioners 
are  desired  to  return  thgir  whole  proceedings  to  this  Cob&- 
mitteo,  to  be  laid  before  the  gCDcral  Convention." 

and  Norfolk      ^  similar  resolution  was  taken,  on  the  following  day,  in 

oounty.  respect  to  Norfolkoounty*  and  James  Holt,  John  Wilson, 
May  4.  John  Portlock,  Cornelius  Calvert,  Thomas  Masii,  Jun'r. 
Arthur  Boush,  am^  John  Wiiloughby,  Jun'r.  were  appoint- 
ed  Commissioners,  for  the  purposes,  and  with  the  powers 
specified  by  the  Committee.  T^wo  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
vention,   the  one  passed  on  the  11th,  the  other  on  the  161h 

May  11,  1^  of  May,  ultimately  fixed  the  hitherto  fluctuating  poliey, 

pui*sued  in  relation  to  that  obnoxious  and  unfortunate  part 

ofthe  Colony.    We  subjoin  them  both,  under  an  impress!* 

.    on  that  the  details  of  those  early  tninsactions^  constitute 

an  interesting  part  of  national  history. 

IN  CONVENtlON,  May  the  11th,  1776. 

J^solvcdt  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Princess  Aqnc  and  Norfolk,  who  reside  to  the  North  East- 
ward of  the  following  line  to  wit :  From  the  mouth  of 
the  Western  Rraneht  and  up  the  same  to  the  road  atBril- 
ties  mill*  Ihence  along  ihe  said  road  to  the  Great  Bridge, 
and  from  Jie^^ce  along  the  road  by  the  ^orth  Wpst  land- 
ing, to  the  North  Carolinaboundary,  ought  tobc  Iramedi* 
ately  removed  with  their  families  and  effects  to  some  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  Colony.  And  that  all  such  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Nansemond,  who  are 
manifestly  unfriendly  to  the  American  cause,  ought  in 
like  manner  to  be  removed  with  their  families  and  cflTects. 
And  that  the  residue  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  two  last  men- 
tioned! counties,  who  reside  to  the  Westward  of  the  line  a- 
foresaid,  remain  till  the  further  order  of  this  Convention ; 
unless  the  General  or  Commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in 
that  neighbourhood,  shall  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
remove  any  of  tliose  seated  near  the  posts  occupied  by  his 
troops  before  the  Convention  can  be  consulted^  in  which 
ease  he  is  at  liberty  to  remove  such  persons 

Rcsolvedf  That  a  sum  ofraoney,  notex<*ee^^ingoneth6u- 
'  sand  pounds,  be  advanced  to  Archibald  Caiy,  James  Mur- 
daugh,  John  King,  John  Driven  Wills  Cowper,  Thomas 
Beynolds  AValkcr,  Henry  Bracey,  William  Smith,  Tur- 
ner Southull,  Robert  Goode,  Richard  James,  William  Ar- 
cher, llenry  Delany,  Gentlemen,  or  any  three,  or  more  of 
theui,  to  be  applied  to  the  asiiistaoeo  of  such  persons,  as  in 
their  opinion,  may  not  be  able  to  remove  themselves. — 
And  the  said  gentlemen,  are  hereby  empowered,  and  re- 
quested to  make  proper  provision  for  those  necessary  pur- 
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pose* ;  and  in  general,  to  superintend  this  bspoptant  biwi.    CHAP. 
ness^and  be  assisting  in  the  exeeitfion  thereof,  in  the  most     VUI. 
bumane  manner  the  nature  of  (he  ease,  will  admit  of.    And 

it  is  earnestly  reeommended  Uy  all  persons,  who  ean  provide      

habitations  for  such  persons  so  removing,  to  give  notice 
ttiereof  in  the  Virginia  Gazette^  as  speedily  as  inym* 
We.  ' 

That  theexpenoes  attending  thereinoval  of  the  persons 
aforementioned  from  Princess- Anne  and  Norfolk  coi^tiet^ 
ivho  arc  friendly  to  the  cause  of  America,  be  liomc  by  the 
public :  and  that  the  expeneea  incurred  by  the  removal  of 
-ilioscwho  are  uofriendiy^  be  repaid  to  the  public  out  of 
their  estates ;  and  that  the  Clerks  of  the  courts  of  the  said 
couniies  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Ann^,  l>e  furnished  with 
^aggpns,  for  the  removal  of  the  public  Records^  of  those  . 
courts,  to  some  [ilaco  of  security. 

EDMUND  PENDLETON,  P. 

IN  CONVENTION,  May  16, 1776. 

WHEREAS,  the  season  of  the  year  is  so  far  advanced, 
that  it  is  too  late  to  begin  a  crop  of  Indian  com,  and  as  the 
inhabitants  ofthe  couniies  of  Norfolk  and  Pi*iocess  Anne^ 
who  are  by  order  of  this  Convention  to  be  i-emovcd,  may 
be  greatly  distressed,  for  want  of  subsistence  the  next  year ; 
Resolvedf  therefore,  that  only  the  women  and  children^ 
and  male  slaves  capable  of  bearing  arms,  with  the  live 
stock  of  the  said  counties,  be  i^emoved,  and  that  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  said  counties,  who' are  not  inin^cal,  be 
allowed  to  continue  iq  it,  for  the  tending  and  gathering 
their  crops  of  com. 

EDMUND  PENDLETO^,  Preset, 
tl  Copy, 
Jons  Tazeweix,  c.  c. 

Several  circumstances  had  combined  to  produce  the  omt-    Baoron  inr 
ful,  yet  salutary  idea  that  a  tremendous  storm  would  soon  ^c^^ts  im- 
barst  over  some  part  of  tl*e  Southern  Colonies.    The  ap-  ^u^^ 
pearanee  of  Sir  Henry  CKnton,  between  the  Capes  of  Vir    frbn  En- 
ginia  ;  his  subsequent  junction  with  Governor  Martin,  at  g^^ 
Cape  Fear ;  the  efforts  of  the  Highlanders  and  Regula- 
tors, so  happily  crushed  by  Brigadier  Moore  ;  the  rumors 
from  the  North,  that  General  Howe,  after  evacuating  Bos- 
ton,  was  sailing  to  Virginia,  and  the  redoubled  activity  of 
Dunmore  and  his  adherents,  to  intrench  themselves  in  a 
favorable  situation,  were  so  many  indications  of  an  ap- 
proaching crisis.   Still  those  indications  were,  in  some  mea- 
sure, vague  and  indefinite.    Among  many  other  signa]  in- 
terpositions of  Providence,   in  behalf  of  the  American 
cause,  a  discovery  was  made,  which  ascertained  a  danger, 
hitherto-doubtful  and  obscure  ;  and  by  convincing  the  peo- 
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CHAP«   pie  thttt  ItiTajion  was  at  hand,  mttpzei  their  aideaymirs 
Tilt,     to  be  prepared  to  repel  it    Early  in  April,  Capt*  James 
Barron  took  a  small  resselr  dispatcked  by  Lord  Dunmore 
^■^■"■^^  to  AnnapoUsy  in  Maryland,  for  iiie  purpose  «feoaTeyiBg  to 
Governor  Eden  of  tbat  Colony,  letters  addressed  to  lum 
by  tbe  Britiab  Secretary  of  State.    These  letters  were 
foiind  in  custody  qf  a  Mr.  Ross,  formerly  an  associate  of 
the  infamous  Connelly,  ami  now  u  faithful  and  zealous  e- 
injssary  of  the  Ex-6oTemor }  and  immediately  brouf^ht 
to  Williamsburg.     One  of  tliese,  dated  Whitehall,  Dee. 
ftS,  1775,  eontained  the  following  passage:   ^  An  arma*- 
ment,  consisting  of  seven  regiments  with  a  fleet  of  Fii* 
gates -and  sinall  ship^,  is  now  in  readiness  to  proeeed  to  the 
Southern  Colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  restoration  of 
regular  government,,  in  that  part  of  America.     It  wdl 
proceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  North-Carolina,  and  Uienoe 
^tber  to  South -Carolina,  or  Tirginia,'as.  circumstances 
of  greater  or  less  ath  antage  shall  point  out.  If  to  the  lat  * 
ter,  it  may  have  consequences  very  important  tQ  the  Col«- 
ny  unller  your  govamment;  and,  therefore,  you  will  do 
well  to  consider  of  every  means  by  which  you  may,  in  con- 
junction  with  Lord  JDunmore,  give  facility  and  assistance 
to  its  operations."'  Thus  were  the  Southern  Colonies  for- 
.  tunately  warned  and  inspirited  to  assume  a  respectable 
defensive  attitude.  On  the  18th  of  April,  the  Ann  and  Isa» 
bella,  with  part  of  the  17th  regiment,  arrived  at  Cape^ 
Fear;  thirteen  transports  soon  reached  the  same  point; 
and,  on  the  Sd  of  May,  twenty  more  sail  arrived  with  Sir 
P.  Panker,  Xiord  Cornwallis,  General  Vaughan,  and  other 
officers  of  distinction.    Upon  intelligence. of  this.  General 
Lee  immediately  resolved  to  fly  to  the  protection  of  North- 
Carolina.    He  was,  however,  mciined  to  think  that  either 
General  Lee  Souih-Carolina  or  Virginia,  would  be  the  object  of  the  o» 
mait^hes  o    ncmy's  first  attack^  though  rage  and  revenge  might  prompt 
N.  Carolina,  them  to  make  an  atlempt  against  Wilmington,  where  he 
hoped  that  Brigadier  Moore  was  sufficiently  prepared  for 
9uceessful  opposition.    He,  therefore,  meant  to  take  post 
at  Newbern,  to  watch  the  determination  u(  the  invader^ 
and  meet  them  at  any  point  they  might  select  fbr  the  tbea^^ 
May  13.     tre  of  their  theditated  hostilities.    On  the  l£th  of  May,  he 
began  to  march  for  Newbern,  directing  his  route  through 
Halifax.    Bri$;adicr  General  Howe  attended  him,  with  hi« 
brav^  Carolinians;  and  Colonel  Molenburg's  regiment  was 
ordered  to  follow  with  all  possible  speed.     On  his  arrival 
at  Newbem,  General  Lee  received  another  tribute  of  pub- 
lic confidence  and  gratitude.    A  committee,  selected  by- 
-^    the  inhabitants  of  that  Town,  waited  upon  him,  to  ex* 
press  the  high  sense  universally  entertained  of^  his  gene- 
rous and  manly  exertions  in  defence  of  American  rights 
-Vrrivcs  at    ^?**  liberties ;  to  offer  him  their  cordial  eengratulat ions  for 
Newbem.      his  appearance  among  them,  at  a  time  when  their  Pro- 
vince was  actually  invaded  by  a  powerful  fleet  and  army ; 
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•nd  to  ^BMnre  turn  of  thrir  bai^esg  at  finding  t&cv  eom*    CHAP. 
nuAnd  of  the  troops  dostinod  for  their  protection*  placed  in     Till, 
tiie  hands  of  a  gentleman  of  his  digtinguished  cjfiaracter.  ^^^^^as 

Bj  his  direetionft,  Kemp's  Laadiug  had  been  evacuated,** 
uamedtatelT  after  his  departure  from  Tii^inia  $  400  men     MiUury 
stationed  at  the  Oraat  Bridge,  where  an  Engineer  of  ac-  ^^^f  ^ 
knoMrledged  AiB,  had  erected  such  worlis  as  tlie  oeeasion     ""8^**' 
required ;  b  battalion  posted  at  8iiffoik»  and  part  of  the 
'frtii  and  bth  regiments  ordered  to  reUi^e  the  troops  nnder 
'Woodford^  who  liad  undergone  a  long  and  fatiguing  ser- 
▼iee^    and  were  now  recatJed  to  Williamsburg.     One  hun- 
dred and  iiftj  men  took  post  at  Sfl^ithlield  ;  and  the  miU-^ 
tary  concerns  of  Virginia  devblred,  during  General  Lec's 
Rhsence,  on  Brigadier-General  Andrew  Lewis.    Colond 
DangerfieM  was  stationed  near  the  month  of  the  Ra]^- 
liannoek,  with  a  small  portion  of  his  regiment.     A  rein- 
forcement of  two  imndred  men  was  soon  alier  sent  to  him 
from  Williamsbnrg,    upon   nndoubted  intelligence  that  ^ 
J>nnmore*s  fleet  had  been  observed  running  up  into  the 
Bay- 

We  have  already  noticed  the  energetic  measures  adopt- ,    Bumnore 
ed  to  preclude  the  British  from  obtaining  supplies  in  the  SStwn  for 
ricinity  of  their  strong  holds,  and  along  the  banks  of  those  Gwyim's ' 
waters  which  their  Flotilla  in&sted.    By  those  measures,  island 
th^  wore  compelled  to  abandon  their  inCrenehments,  and, 
after  homing  the'  barracks  wUch  they  had  erected,  near 
the  ruins  of  « orfoHc,  to  seek  a  refuge  within  their  wooden 
Wtdls,  where  disease,  hunger,  and  other  sufferings  still 
pursued  them.    On  the  «Sd  of  May,  they  were  seen  ma-      ^^  ^   . 
Bseuvring  in  Hampton  roads,  with  about  103  sail.    Tari- 
ottswere  the  reports  concerning  their  destination.    Some 
deserters  stated  that  they  were  going  to  Halifax  ;  others, 
that  Cape  Pear  was  the  rendezvous  assigned  to  them ;  by 
many  it  was  expected  that  they  would  e&ct  a  landing,  and 
make  a  new  attack  on  Hampton.    Preparations  to  receive 
them  were  in  a  vigorous  train,  when,  after  several  move- 
m^ents,  they  were  sudtlenly  seen  to  sail  up  tlie  Bay  as  be*- 
Ibre  mentioned — appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rappal^an- 
nock,  and  finally  landed  and  intrenched  themselves  on 
Gwynn's  Island,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,    This  spot, 
mttnrally  pleasant  and  fertile,  and  considerably  improved 
and  embellished  by  the  labors  of  husbandry,  abounding  in 
eattle,  escollent  yegetables,.  and  excellent  water,  and  en- 
ic^ngthe  additional  advantage  of  a  comparatively  salu- 
brious atmosphere,  presented  to  them   a  desirable  asy- 
lum ;  but  the  seal  of  reprobation  was  now  imprinted  on 
their  fopcheads,  and  th.ey  were  doomed  soon  to  be  hunted 
out  bf  this  Eden. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Convention  did  not  lose  sight  of  Decianition 
the  transeendant  objects  which  the  singular  situation  of  of  rights. 
their  country,  and  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-citiz-ens, 
had  made  it  their  task  to  accomplish.    Conformably  to 
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CttAP.    one  of  the  mcpiorable  resolutions  of  <he  iSihr  of  May,  a 
Vnt. '   eonimitteey  consisting  of  28  mcml^eps  prepared  a  <♦  D^clci- 
^.  ratinn  ofHghtSf**  wliieh  was  reported,  fully  diseussed,  and 

■"  «  finally  Copied  by  the  Convention,  on  thedlSth  of  June. — 

June  12.    Upon  this  foundation  the  superstructure  of  the  new  go- 
9Qn84itiitipii  Yornment  was  nused,  oil  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  when 
the   ConstihUion  was  unanimously  adopted.      Early  in 
, ,         March,  South  Carolina  had  framed  a  Constitution  yirtual- 
ly  independent,  it  is  true,  but  only  temporary,  since  it  was 
to  exist  <<  till  a  reconciliation  lietween  Great  Bnitain  and 
the'  Colonies  should  take  place,  and  no  loifrer/'    Yiipnia 
was  for«rinost  in  absolutely  and  irrevocably  throwing  oflT 
the  galling  and  disgraceful  yoke  of  British  oppression,  and 
•  in  erecting,  on  the  immutable  base  of  natural  and  social 

rights,  a  fabric  of  civil  government,  originating  in  the  will 
ofthe  people,  and  sanctioned  by  their  approl^tion  ;  two 
eharaoters  which  the  Constitution  cannot  be  denied  to  havo 
pos^es^ed  at  the  time  of  its  birtlw  whether  it  be  considered 
as  the  ac£  of  an  ordinary  Legislature,  or  as  the  offspriifg 
of  special  delegated  authority.f 
Bfr.  Jeffcr-  »pjj^  pneamble,  reciting  the  various  acts  of  niisnile  by 
^^  spreaxn^  ^j^j^jj  ^^^  Government  of  Virginia,  as  formerly  exercised 
under  the  Crown  of  Great-Bntain,  waK  now  totally  dissolv- 
cd«  had  been  transmitted  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  fi*om  Phila- 
delphia, where  that  iQustrious  patriot  was  then  attending 
the  General  Congress,  together  with  a  plan  of  a  new  Con- 
stitution, or  form  of  Government ;  bis  valuable  eommuni* 
cation  reacdied  the  Convention  just  at  the  moment  when  the 
plan  originally  drawn  up  by  Colonel  George  Mason,  and 
afterwards  discussed  and  ainended,  was  to  reeeive  the  final 
sanction  of  that  venerable  body.     It  was  now  -too  late  to 


•  It  is  foreign  to  the  Province  of  the  Historian  to  consider  whether  the 
Oon^titution  was  merely  «*  a  temporary  organization  of  Government,  framed 
by  men  possessing  ilo  powers  above  tliose  of  ordiniuy  Legislators,"  or  the 
act  of  a  body,  superior  to  an  ordinary  Legislature,  and  appointed  for  the 
special  purpose  of  giving  to  the  people  a  form  of  Government,  intended  to 
be  permanent,  fundamental,  and  unalterable,  except  by  the  people  them- 
selves, through  their  immediate  Deputies.  The  acknovlcdged  defects  of 
that  Constitution,  defects  which  originated  in  novelty,  Inexperience  and 
haste,  (for  letters  from  distinguished  members  ofthe  Convention,  and  otiicr 
respectable  characters  of  that  dxy^  at  this  very  moment  before  us,  p«rofe 
that  an  ardent,  and  even  zealous  desire  of  creating  a  national  government^ 
prevented  adecjuate  di^ussion  and  maturity)  ratiier  than  the'inibnnalityof 
its  birth,  require,  if  not  a  total  chimge,  at  least,  considerable  amendments. 
And,  indeed,  the  mere  circumstance  of  its  being  a  problem  ,'<  Whether  Vir- 
ginia lias  a  Constitution,  or  not,"  is  sufficient  to  induce  the  call  of  a  Con- 
vention,  to  establish  genuine  fundamentals  of  government  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  Judge  Tucker  have  ably  discussed  this  subject— They  differ  in  opi- 
nion, as  to  the  original  and  nature  ofthe  Constitution  ;  but  they  nearly  a- 
eree  as  to  its  def^ts,  by  fSur  ^e  roost  important  part  of  the  questioo. 
Let  every  Vimnian,  who  has  at  heart  the  honour  and  hap{)iness  of  his 
country,  deeply  meditate  the  observations  of  those  distinguisLed  Ctentle- 
.  men,  upon  points  so  closely  connected  wit£  both ;  and  let  the  r^ni^  ^ 
promptly  and  widely  ajgilied !  fSee  JtJfenwC^  noUt  on  Virgvd(h  and  TWt- 
€r^9  Bhclntfme. ) 
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Mtraoe  previeus  steps  $*  the  sessioB  bad  alrquly  been  un*   CHAP, 
commoDly  laborious  ;  and  considerations  of  personal  deli*     VIIL 
eaey  hindered  those,  to  whom  Mr.  Jefferson's  ideas  were 
imiHirted,  from  proposing  or  urging  new  alterations. ,  Two 
or  three  parts  of  his  plan,  and  Uie  whole  of  his  preaipble, 
however,  were  adopted ;  and  to  this  cireamstanee  must  be 
ascribed  the  strong  similitude  between  (hat  preamble,  and         ,     ' 
the  ]>eclaration  of  Ind^p^idenee,  subsequently  issued  by 
the  Continental  Congress,  both  having  been  traoued  by  the 
same  pen. 

This  Constitution  is  in  the  hands  of  every  Tirginian;  Outlines  of 
it  will,  therefore,  suffice  to  trae^  here  its  onllines.  It  the /^onstl. 
lodges  the  Executive  power  in  a  Governor,  chosen  annu-  ^^^^ 
ally  by  the  Lef^skture,  and  ineapable  of  aeting,  in  this 
public  capacity,  more  than  three  years  in  seven.  Eight 
Counsellors  assist  in  the  administr<ition  of  the  government* 
The  Judiciary  powers  are  tested  in  several  courts.  Le^ 
gisiation  is  exercised  by  a  Otnertd  AjBwaihJy^  consisting  of 
two  houses — ^the  one  <^Ied  the  House  of  Delegates,  two 
Delegates  representing  eaeb  ^county,  and  being  annually 
chosen  by  such  citizens  as  possess  an  estate  for  nfc,  in  100 
acres  of  uninhabited  land,  or  25  acres,  with  a  house  on  the 
same,  or  in  a  house  and  lot  in  some  town  ;  the  other  call- 
ed the  Senate,  composed  of  24  membei*s,  chosen  every  4 
years,  by  the  same  electors*  the  several  counties  being  dis- 
tributed into  24  Senatorial  Districts.  Besides  the  Gover- 
nor, the  Privy  Counsellors,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Courts,  andmost  of  the  Execitfive  officers,  are  appointed 
by  the  G«nend  Assembly.  All  laws  ^Miginate  in  the 
House  of  Delegates ;  tlie  Sen^  approves  or  rejects  them, 
or  amends  them  with  the  consent  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates* Money-bills  are,  in  no  instance,  altered  by  the  Se- 
nate, but  entirely  approved  or  rejected. 

The  encroachments  upon  the  original  extent  of  Virgi-  consUtuti- 
aia,  by  the  charters  erecting  the  Colonies  of  Pennsylvania,  onal  clause 
Maryland,. North  and  South-Carolina,  had  always  been  J^^^^'"^ 
subjects  of  protestation  and  complaint.  To  obviate  all  mnts  by 
sabsequent  claims,  tending  to  disturb  the  harmony,  so  ne-  me  Crow 
cewary  for  the  triumph  of  the  common  cause,  the  territo-  ^*^f^^* 
ries  contiuned  within  those  charters  were*  by  a  solemn 
•sttstitutlonal  plause,  <*  ceded,  released,  and.  forever  con- 


*  *<WhcnIctnie  here  the  plan  of  government  had  been  committed  to  the 
whole  house.  To  those  who  had  the  chief  hand  in  forming  it,  the  one  you 
pit  into  my  hands  was  shewn.  Two  or  three  parts  of  this,  were  with  lit- 
tle alteration,  inserted  in  that ;  but  such  was  the  impatience  of  sitting 
ioog  enough  to  discuss  several  important  points  in  which  they  difTer,  and 
^manj  oihtr  matters  were  necessarily  to  be  dispatched  before  the  ad- 
journment, that  I  was  persuaded  the  revi^on  of  a  subject  llie  members 
seemed  tired  of,  would  at  that  time  have  been  imsuccessfully  proposed. — 
Tlio  system  a^eed  to,  in  my  opinion,  requires  reformation.  In  Octol)er, 
I  hope  you  wSl  effect  it."  .^^ 
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CHAP*  imed  to  tbe  people  of  those  Colonies,  resfieotiveiyy  witli 
VIIL      aU  the  rights  of  pvoperty,  jurisdietion,  aiid  goYenm^mt, 

ud  all  other  rig^s  whaterep,  which  Might  at  any  thap 

*"=■■■"  heretofofe  haTe  been  dained  by  Yipginicb  except  the  free 
navigaihm  and  ase  of  the  rirers  Potonaek  and  Pokomokct 
vith  the  ffi^rty  of  the  Tii^iiia  shores^  or  strands^  bor- 
deripg  on  either  of  the  said  mers/' 
-The  last  artiele  of  Oie  ConstitnliOB  deelareri  ^t,  **  io 
•       order  to  introdaee  the  new  goTerament,  the  Bepreaenta- 
*  tives  of  the  people,  met  in  ConTcntiqn,'  should  obooee  a 

GoToroor,  and  Privy-Coancily  and  such  other  offleevs,  di* 
k^etcd  to  he  eho^en  by  both  Houses,  as  might  be  judged 
Appoint    necessary,  to  be  immediately  appointed.    In  pursaanee  of 
ments  under  that  article,  the  following  oAeers  were  imanimously  an- 
^tuU^'^  pointed,  immediatdy  upon  the  adoptien  of  the  new  mode 
of  ffovemment* 
June  29.        Fatric*  Henry,  jnnr.  Goremor. 

John  Page,  Dudley  Digges,  John  Tayloe,  John  Blair, 
Benjamin  Hajrison,  ^  Berhdey;  Bartholomew  Dandridge, 
Chmes  Carter,  of  Shirley^;  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  <if 
Brandon,  Counsellors  of  State. 

Thomas  Whitiog,  John  Hutehings,  Champion  Tratis« 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.  and'  George  Webb,  Commissioners  of 
Admiralty. 

Hiomas  Everard,  and  James  Coeke,  Commissioners  fox* 
Settling  Accounts* 

Edmund  Randolph,  Attorney-General. 
z^'  ■■*  The  return  of  Henry  to  publie  life,  and  his  appearance 

upon  a  theatre  so  fevortible  to  the  display  of  his  patriotic 
zeal  and  rare  abilities,  were  greeted  by  the  people  and  by 
the  army  with  that  pure  and  vivid  satisfaction,  which  is 
at  aH  times  the  best  reward  of  genius  and  virtue.  A  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  was  nominated  to  wait  upon  him,  with 
the  notification  of  his  appointment.  Through  this  Com- 
mittee, he  transuHtted  to  the  Convention  the  folloVring  let* 
ter  : 

^  To  the  HonorahU  the  President, 

andf  House  of  Convention. 
Gentxemen; 
The  vote  of  this  day,  appointing  me  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth,  has  been  notiiiec)  to  me  in  tlie  roost  polite 
and  obliging  manner  by  George  Mason,  Henry  Lee,  DimI- 
ley  Digges>  John  Blair,  and  Bartholomew  Dandridge, 
Esquires.   » 

A  sense  of  the  high  and  unmerited  hondr  conferred  up- 
on me  by  the  Convention,  fills  my  heart  with  gratitude^ 
which  I  trust  my  whole  life  wiirmanifrst.  I  take  this 
earliest  opportunity  to  express  n^y  thanks,  which  I  wi^  to 
convey  to  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  strongest  terms  of  ac» 
knowledgnventi  -   • 


.  W1ieiirv9fa«tflifttthetyiwiiiyofdieiM(iAi:tegnd  CHAP« 
Farlittmrni  has  kiiicll«d  a  fermidabk  war;  now  racing  Till 
Ihraughout  this  wide  extended  ContineDt,  and  in  the  ope- 
rmd^w  of  whi«h  thiv  Commonwealth  muit  bear  so  great  a 
part^  aad  that  from  this  war  the  lasting  happiness  or  mi- 
sery of  a  great  proporlioii  ^t  the  human  spesies  will  finally 
result;  that,  in  order  to  preserve  this  Commonwealth 
from  an^^eliy,  and  Its  attendant  ruin*  and  to  give  vigor  to 
onr  connoilsy  and  effect  to  all  our  measures,  govemnieot 
baa  been  neeessarily  assumed  and  new  modelled  ;  that  it 
is  exposed,  to  mimberless  hazards  and  perils*  in  its  infaa- 
tiii<^  state;  that  it  can  never  attain  to  maturity,  or  ripen 
to  firmness,  unless  ii  is  guartled  by  affectionate  assiduity^ 
iUMi  managed  fay  great  wilities,  I  lament  my  want  of  ta- 
lents* I  feel  my  mind  filled  with  anxiety  and  uneasiness, 
to  find  myself  so  unequal  to  the  duties  of  that  important 
station  to  which  I  am  called  by  the  faTor  of  my  feUow-oi- 
tizcfis^  at  this  truly  critical  conjuncture.  The  errors  of 
my  eofkluet  will  be  atoned  for,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  by  un- 
wearied endeavours  to  secure  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  our  coiAmon  country. 
I  i>hall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  whenever  you, 

fentlemen,  shall  be  pteased  to  direct;  rehing  upon  the 
n^wn  wisdom  and  virtue  of  your  honorable  House  to  sup- 
ply my  defects,  and  to  give  permanency  ami  sur^cess  to^hat 
system  o(  government  which  you  have  formed,  and  which 
b  so  wisely  calculated  to  secure  equal  liberty,  and  ad- 
vaaee  human  happiness. 

I  have  the  houor  to  he,  &c. 

P.  HENRY,  Junior. 
The  first  and  second  Yir^nia  regiments,  in  strains  ex- 
pressive of  respect  and  joy,  congratulated  him  <^  upon  his 
UMoUeited  promotion  to  the  highest  honors  wliich  a  grate- 
ful people  could  bestow.*' 

"  Uninfluenced,"  they  said,  "  by  private  ambition,  re- 
gardless of  sordid  interest,  you  have  uniformly  pursued 
the  general  good  of  your  country ;  you  have  taught  the 
world  that  an  ingenuous  love  of  the  rights  of  mankiodf  an 
inflexible  resolution  and  a  steady  perseverance  in  the  prac- 
tice of  every  private  and  pubUc  virtue,  leatf  directly  to 
preferment,  and  give  the  best  title  to  the  honors  of  aft  uu- 
eorrupted  and  vigorous  slate. 

**  Once  happy  under  your  military  command,  we  hope 
for-  more  extensive  blessings  from  your  civil  administiu^ 
tion. 

^<  Our  hearts  are  willing,  and  arms  ready,  to  support 
your  authority,  as  chief  magistrate ;  happy  that  we  have 
Hved  to  see  the  day  when  freedom  and  equal  rights,  estab- 
lished by  the  voice  of  the  people^  sha^l  prevail  il^i*ough 
the  land  r  J 


$6i  HIgTOBYiMF 

CII AP.       ]ji  retttrniiig  Ms  cordial  thanks  for  an  ftddress  so  strong 
VUL  ^  ly  expressive  of  confidence  and  attaehment^  the  new  Cro- 
vernor  «aid^  '  '         ■ 

^=^™*      «  I  lie  high  appointment  to  which   wy  fellow-eitizens 
^  have  called  ine*  was,  indeed^  unsolieiied.  unmerited.     I 
anif  therefore,  under  increased  obligation  to  promote  the 
safety,  dignityt  and  happiness  of  the  Commonwealth. 
^  <*  While  the  civil  powei*s  are  employed  in  establishing  a 
'   -;  system  of  government,  liberaU  equitable,  in  every  part  of 
,       .'  which  the  genius  of  equal  liberty  breathes  her  bless^' in- 
fluence, Jo  you  is  assigned  the  glorious  task  of  saving  by 
.    ^  •    yont  valour,  all  tliat  is  dear  to  mankind.     Go  on.  Gentle- 
men,  to  finish  the  great  work,  whioh  vou  have  so  nobly  an 
;  so  succesbfully  begun.     Convinee  tyitints.  ag»in.  thai  thej 
shall  bleed,  that  you  will  bleed  to  your  last  drop,  before 
their  wicked  sehemos  find  success* 

**  The  reuiembi^ance  of  my  former  connexions  with  you, 
shall  be  ever  dear  to  me.  I  honor  ^  our  piHifi^ssion.  I  i-e- 
vere  tli^t  jKilriot  virtue  which,  iu  your  conduct,  has  pra- 
doced  cheerful  obedience,  exemplary  courage,  and  con- 
tempt of  haiilsbip  and  danger." 
Julv5.  Oa.the  Bill  day  of  July,  tiie  Governor,  the  Members  of 

Adjourn-  i]^q  ppfv^  Council,  and  other  Kxecutive. officers  took  the 
SMwentioa  respective  oaths  prescribed  for  them  by  an  ordinance  pass- 
ed on  the  preceding  day.  Thus  was  an  independent  Com- 
monwealth completely  organized  in  Virginia.  After  alter- 
ing such  parts  of  the  lithuugy  as  related  to  the  CJng's 
Majesty  andithe  Jioyal  Family,  the  Convention  a(\journed 
themselves  to  the  first  Monday  in  the  ensuing  October. 
Summary  of  The  proceedings  of  that,  body  during  the  session  termi- 
tiieirpro-  nated  by  this  adjournment,  though  not  extensive  as  to 
^^  "^  number,  weie  extremely  important  ill  substance.  The  de- 
claration of  riglUs,  and  the  new  form  of  government  would 
alone  have  sufficed  to  illiis(|*ate  this  period ;  but  we  may 
^dd  to  them  useful  regulations  for  ti^ie  better  defence  and 
protection  of  the  Colony,  the'  cnection  of  salt  works,  the 
establishment  of  a  naval  board,  the  ^isiuj^  of  additional 
troops  4>f  horse,  the  punishment  of  the  enemies  of  AmeriT 
ca,  .the  administration  of  justice,  the  management  jtSa^v^l 
affairs,  and  the  prevention  of  fraud  in  counterfeiting  the 
Continent sil  paper-currency.  The  letters  from  LoihI  Oer- 
maine  to  Governor  Eden  also  employed,  at  an  early  date, 
the  attention  of  the  Convention.  Justly  irritated  by  ihc 
tenor  of  those  letters,  they  desired  the  Convention  of  Ma- 
ryland to  seize  on  the  person  of  the  obnoxious  Governor, 
and  a  request  Was  made  by  the  Continental  Congress  to 
the  same  body,  that,  when  secured  %hey  would  send  him  to 
Philadelphia  General  Lee  had  already  urged  the  mea- 
sure to  Mr.  Purveyance,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Baltimore,  who  actually  dispatched  Captain  Smith,  with 
forty  minute-men  to  seise  the  person  of  Governor  Edcn^ 


and  did  sdze  Ms  sailing-beat.    The  Comnu^M  of  iaISet;    CHAP. 
at  Annapolis,  and  the  military  assembled  ttiere^  expressed.     VUI.  • 
gye^t  discontent  at  the  bold  step  taken  by  Mr.  Pufvoy^ 
anee^'  and  opposed  its  execution.     Governor  Eden  was» 
boweTer,  desired  to  gif e  his  word  thar  he  would  not  letcveu 
the  Colony,  until  the  meeting  of  the  0<^neral  Convention, 
and  Mr.  Porvoyanee  was  also  made  to  give  bail  for  bis 
appea^noe  there  at  that  time.  The  Convention  met,  und^ 
instead  of  complying  with  what  was  requested  of  them  oa 
that  point*  simply  intimated  to  Eden  their  wish  that  he  ' 
should  i*etire  on  board  one  of  the  King's  shipsi ;  and'  tho 
President  and  others  attendetl  him  to  the  water  side.    He 
repaired  on  board  the  Fowey,  with  a  safe  conduct  from  that 
ConTcntion,  it  being  intended  that  he  should  leave  Anna- 
polis for  England.     To  that  safe  conduct,  the  Convention 
of  Virginia  refused  to  become  accessary*  resenting  the  kn-* 
proi>er  forbearance^hewn  to  so  dangerous  an  enemy  of  th» 
common  cause,  the  little  attention  paid  to  their  request 
and  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  and'the  facilities 
thus  aiTorded  to  Eden  for  assisting  in  the  dcsstructiou  of 
Virginia ;  for,  it  was  supposed  that  he  would  rtot  repair 
to  England;  and,  supposing  he  should,  it- was  feared  lest 
lie  might  assume  the  character  of  a  public  agent,  and  by 
promoting  division  and  disunion  among  the  Colonies,  pro* 
duce   consequences  most  fatal  to  America     At  the  same 
time,  the  Convention  of  Virginia  warned  the  good  people 
of  Marylaml  to  guard  against  the  intrigues  and  inimical 
tUspoaition  of  the  insidious  CrDvernor,  as  well  as  against 
the  baneful  proprietary  influencc5« — Another  remarkable 
proceeding  of  the  Convention  was  the  choice  of  G.  Wythe, 
Tlios.  N^elson,  junr.  Richard  H.  Lee*  Thos.  Jefferson,  and 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  to  represent  Virginia  in  Gt^nerai 
Congress  for  one  year.     This  reduction  of  the  number  of 
Bele^tes  to  five  was  predieatetl  on  two  ostensible  motives, 
economy,  and  a.wish  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the  supernumera- 
ries in  the  arduous  business  of  iuternal  government.    It 
appears,  however,  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Rickmsln 
as  Physician  and  Director-General  to  the  Continental  Hos- 
pital in  the  Colony,  had  creatcil  much  prejudice  against 
Col.  Harrison,  because  that  appointment  was  ascribed  to 
his  influence,  and  Dr,  M*Clurg,  a  native,  and  regular  bred 
Physician  of  eminent  abilities,  strongly  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  safety  and  General  Lee,    had  by  that 
means  remained  unemployed.    As  to  Mr.  Braxton,  his  ad^ 
dress  ongoroemment  was  not  i^ivcrsally  relished ;  and  his 
popularity  had  been,  in  some  degree,  impaired  by  persons 
whose  political  indiscretions,  though  beyond  his  eontroul^ 
fatally  reacted  against  him.    'Thomas  Jefferson  had  inti- 
niated  a*wish  to  decline  a  re-election,  but  his  excuses  were 
tnrcrruled  by  the  Convention.    This  re-appointment,  how- 
ever^  insuperable  domestic  impediments  did  not  permit  him 
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to  a6eep^^  and  Bei^n.  HarrigM  reMmedt  Ut  eomequesce 
of  Ihis  -eirouiiifitancry  bis  former  ttatfen  io  the  General 
Congress,  reeeiviog  at  the  same  time,  the  tbanks  of  the 
Lef^islature  foi*  the  diligence,  ability  *  and  integrity  wilb 
which  he  had  before  diseiiarged  the  like  trust. 

We  have  left  Geneval  Lee  in  &orth  Caroli«a,  watehin^ 
the  inotioiis  of  the  formidaMe  Brifish^armameiit,  (voUeeied 
at  Ca|>e  Fear,  aad  ready  to  convey  assistahee  ^vht^rever  it 
night  be  wanted  The  intentioas  of  the  ejiemy  soon  be- 
eanie  manifest..  On. the  first  of  Jwie,  adviee  was  reeeive4 
by  the  President  of  Sooth-Carolina,  that  a  fleet  of  foi'ty  or 
fkty  sail  had  anehoi^  about  six  leagne^  from  SaUivau's 
Island.  It  was  justly  supposed  to  be  Sir  P.  Parkei*'*  Af^, 
and  this  o]iinioR  was  eonirmed  by  an  express  from  Gene- 
ral Lee,  annooneing  that  the  enemy  had  sailed  from  €ape* 
Fear,  and  that  he  was  himself  hastening  to  the  assistanee 
of  Chariest  on,  with  the  Continental  regiments.  The  alarm 
gnns  had  ahready  been  fire<i.  and  the  milifia  of  the  eonntry, 
obedient  to  theeall  of  thePi'esident,  flocked  to  the  Ameri- 
oan  standard.  On  the  5th,  a  body  of  British  troops  landed 
and  enciimped  on  Long  Island,  separated  only  by  a  small 
ereek  from  SuUivan's  Island.  This  last  is  situated  about 
rix  miles  below  the  neek  of  land,  formed  by  the  eonioenee 
of  Ashley  and  Cooper  livers,  and  on  whieh  Cbavlesfoa 
stands.  Its  proximity  to  the  ehannel  renders  it  a  favora* 
ble  station  for  annoying,  if  not  destroying  ships,  in  their 
approach  to  thefTown.  At  this  critical  juncture,  a  Fort  of 
Pdmetto>Wood  had  been  raised  there,  but  yet  remained  in 
an  unfinished  state.  The  Palmetto  is  peculiarly  suited  fcnr 
sneh  a  purpose.f  Its  trunk  is  from  twenty  to  forty  feet 
^g,  entirely  without  branches ;  and  its  ligneous  part  is  so 
aoft  and  spungy  that  a  cannon-ball  sinks  into  it  without 
splinting,  and  becomes  there  pei'feetly  innoxious.  On 
the  Port  alluded  to,  about  "^6  pieces  of  heavy  orduitnee, 
and  as  many  eighteen  and  nine  pounders,  had  been  hastily 
mounted.  It  was  there  that  the  first  great  hostile  enter- 
prize  of  the  British  power  in  the  8oiiih  was  destined  to 
meet  with  unprecedented  repulse  and  disgrace.  The  un- 
aeeonntable  procrastination*  and  singular  blunders  with 
which  that  enterprize  was  marked,  must  strike  the  most 
anperflciat  observer.  Several  days  had  already  elapsed  in 
langour  and  inaction.  On  the  7th.  a  boat  with  a  Flag  ad- 
Vaneed  towards  the  Island  ^  an  ignorant  centincl  fired  at  h ; 
and  to  an  officer  sent  to  explain  the  mistake.  Sir  H.  Clin- 
ton delivered  a  proclamation  similar  to  the  tender  of  par- 
don which  be  had  issued  in  North  Carolina.  This  impor^ 
fant  measure  only  served  to  afibrd  to  the  Americans  mure 


*  See  Aiqsendiz,  No.  13. 

f  The  Chmmr9p%  Prnhnett^  of  Michauz. 
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lim«  f^t  prepdv^Moti.    Cknerol  Lee,  BrlgAdSer^CWiicTAl    C9IAV* 
Howe,  Colonels  BiiileU  and  Jenif<^,   ami  aetenil  olhe^     VUL 
t»ffle<»r»,  toj^^ther  witH  the  ti«Mfis  under  their  ^•iiiinMid^  ar- 
rival en  the  9(h.   The  f^rpsenee  of  Lee  difTtMei  in  Ckmrles-  •»"»•» 
ton,  as  every  where  else,  jojr,  confidence,  and  warlike  ar- 
dbnr;  his  active  f^aius  pr<^vareri  the  brilitant  sueeess  which 
was  soon  to  crawn  the  AmerieM  arms.  President  Railed^ 
and  General  Armstratig  had  already  eommeMed  the  glori- 
#us  task     Notbtne  ean  eqaal  the  seal  and  devotloQ  ^  ttia 
cii  izens.    Many  edt Sees  of  considerable  value  were  puUed 
dctwn  on  the  wharves,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  ereetinp  these 
lines  of  defend ;  entrenehments  were  thrown  np  H^md  the 
*Fown,  and  the  prineipal  streets  barieaded ;  every  p*>r«en> 
without  disf  tnHion,  took  a  share  in  ^hose  impoHaiit  works. 
Several  transports  bad  eross^^l  the  bar  wltkoot  naaeh  io«> 
^ry,  two  only  having  run  aground,  one  <rf  which  was  ulti-. 
ntately  saved,  and  the  other  went  te  pieces.    The  Bristol 
and  the  Experiment,  both  of  them  fifty  gtm- ships,  also 
passed  safely  over,  at  dtflieifvnt -times,  after  being  KglitiAi^ 
ed  of  their  euns.    An  attaek  was  datiy  expected*  and  every 
diepeskion  nad  been  made  to  repel  the  foe.    CoV  Cudsden, 
at  the  head  of  the  first  South- Oarolina  re^i^iment,  was  sta- 
tioned at  Port  Johnson,  abopt  three  mHes  from  Charieston, 
and  within  point  blank   shot  of  the  ehanneL    Colonels 
Moultrie  and  lliomson,  with  the  sf'cond  and  third  regi- 
ments of  Soath- Carolina,  occupied  the  two  extremities  of  . 
8iiltivan*s  Island.  At  flbddretrs  Point,  and  on  the  margin 
of  the  Bay,  in  front  of  the  Town,  the  rest  of  the  troops 
were  posted.     Clinion  had  fixed  on  the  2Sd  for  a  joint  at- 
tack by  the  fleet  and  the  army ;  but  that  decisive  blow  wsts 
postponed  till  the  2Sth,  owing  toa  series  ot  circumstances, 
whtett  seemed  to  be  providentially  oraered  for  the  triumph 
of  the  American  cause.    The  ardour  of  the  patriot  army, 
far  ftrom  being  damped  by  awful  suspence,  was  hourly  in- 
creased by  the  example  and  the  exr itenient  of  heroic  and 
undaunted  chieft.    An  oath  of  fidelity  pro^iosed  to  the  mili- 
tia, was  cheerfully  assented  to— it  was  the  harbinger  of 
▼ictory. 

On  the  memorable  «8th,  the  Fort  on  Sullivan's  Island  The  British 
was  briskly  attacked  by  tlie  Bristol  and  Experiment,  two  ^^^fi^^j^^j 
Mty  gun-ships,  (as  alreadv  observed,)  the  Active,  Actcon,    *"  * 
Solebay,  and  Syren,  four  trigates,  mounting  each  28  guns. 
the  Sphynjfeof  20  guns,  the  Friendship,  armed  vessel  erf  22 
guns,  the  Banger  Sloop  and  '^Hnmderbomb,  each  of  cij^ht 
gnus.    ITie  Tliunder-bomb,  covered  by  the  armed  vessel 
the  Friendship,   began  the  attack,   between   10  and  11 
o^clbck  in  the  morning.    Her  hail  of  shells  was  without 
efl^ect,  the  Active,  Bristol,  Experithent,  and  Srfobay,  then 
boldly  advanced.    A  little  before  11  o'clom,  the  garrison  "  • 

fired  4  or  5  shot  at  the  Active,  wliile  under  sail.    These 
she  did  not  seem  to  regard,  but  coming  vritbin  SSO  yawls  of 
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tbe  Fort,  (Iro|)peiI  anchor,  and  poured  in  a  broad  skle.    Her 
exauiple  was  hiirtiediatcly  followf^  by  the  3  other  ships  ;. 
»nd  tremondous  and  inceB&ani  cannonades  ensued,    T^hc. 
Thunder- bomb  continued*  at  the  same  tinie»  to  throw  shells. 
A  firing  was  then  heard  from  the  North  East  extremity 
of  the  Island  ;  and  the  Acteon,  Sphynx,  and   Syren  wers 
teen  coming  up.    They  had  lieen  ordered  to  take  their 
fitaiions^bel  ween  the  Westeiti  end  of  theldand  tfnd  Charles- 
ton, go  as  to  enfilade  that  side  of  the  Fort  yet,  unfinished, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  prevent  the  comtnunieatlbn  be« 
tween  the  Island  and  the  continent,  and  obstruct  any  effort 
tiiat  might  have  been  attempted  to  interrufit  the  grand  at- 
tack. .  The  guardian  spirit  of  America  permitted  not  the 
execution  of  a  plan,  which  must  inevitat^y  Have  proved  fa- 
tal to  the  attacked  fortress,  and  its  defenders.    White  ad* 
vancing,  the  three  vessels  just  named,  got  entangled  with 
a  shoal,  called  the  widdU-ground.    Th^  Sphynx  and  Ae- 
teen,  ran  'foul  of  each  other ;  the  Acteon  stuck  fast ;  the 
Sf  bynx  lost  her  bow9prit  in  consequence  of  the  aecidejit, 
whilst  the  Sjren  escaped   without  much  iigury.    But  it 
was  now  too  late  for  efficient  co-operation.    The*Bomb- 
TQs^el'  had  ct^ased  firing.    In  the  aiternoon,  however,  4he 
Syj^n,  in^company  i^rith  tlie  Friendship,  came  within  bOO 
y^rdsof  the  Fort,  ^nd  increased  the  enemy's  rfre.    Thia 
was  continued  tillUl.atniight.  Tain  reinforcement !  Fruit- 
less obstinacy  !  The  tH*ave  'Moultrie,  and  liis  raw  and  oii- 
expeVieneed,  but  intrejiid  force,  remained  calm,  unappall- 
ed,  and  regardless  of  any  thing  but  honor  and  duty,  amid 
the  tremendous  roar  of  the  hostile  artillery.    Cool  and  de- 
liberate, they  reserved  their  tire  fo)*  the  moment  when  it 
could  have  a  most  extensive  efi*eet.    Accordingly  the  ene^ 
my's  ships  were,  most  of  thenn  nearly  torn  to  pieces ;  and 
his  loss  in  men  was  considerable.    The  ^Brist(d  <  plM*tipu- 
larly  sufiered ;  a  shot  cut  her  cable,  and  she  remained  for 
sometime  expo^  to  a  raking  fire  from  the  Fort.  .  Farty 
of  her  men  were  killed  and  7t  wounded  ;  Captain  Morrid^ 
who  commanded  her,   lost  his  arm.    The  Experiment  h^d 
^  killed,  and  76  wounded.     VIeott,  her  Captain,a]so  lost  his 
•arm.    Lord  Wm.  Campbell,  the  late  Governor  of  the  Co-' 
lony,  dearly  paid  for  his  quixotic  ardour  in  attempting  to 
reeyover  hirlost  authority;  he  rieoeived,  in  his  left  side,  a- 
deadly  wound.     Sir   P.  Parker   himself  was    wounded^ 
though  not  dangerously.    The  Acteon  had  a  Lieutenant 
killed  and  six  men  wounde^l.    On  the  Solebay,  eight  men    . 
"Were  fjisabled.      We  have  noticed    the  accident  which 
chained  the  Acteon  to  the  shoals  of  the  middle  ground. 
Next  morning,  the  shattered  ships  of  the  enemy,  having 
slipped  their  cables  during  the  nightj^Vere  observed  about 
S  miles  from  the  Island.    The  Acteon  alone,  unable  to 
disentangle  herself^  liaii  remained  within  r^ach  of  the  FoK  . 
—-the  garrison  fired  several  shot  at  her ;  she  at  first  retura* 
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ed  tliem ;  bat  soon  after,  her  cs^ w»  despairing  of  sueeess  in  CHAP. 
getliee  her  oflf^  set  her^n  fire,  and  abamloned  her,  leaving  yill. 
the  eoToars  flying«  the  guns  Ioaded«  and  ^\  her  ammuniti- 
on and  stores  behind.  They  were  scarcely  gone  when  se- 
Tersbl  boats  from  tlie  Island  repaired  to  her  ;  the  ilames  ra- 
pidly spreading  on  all  sides,  did  not  prevent  Lieutenant 
Jaeob  Milligan,  with  other  Americans,  !i^m  bringing  off 
her  jack,  bell,  and  us  tnany  sails  and  stores  as  the  ho'at» 
eould  contain^  They  even,  in  this  dimgerom  situation, fired 
S  of  hot*  guns  at  the  British  Connmodore,  after  which  they 
quitted.  She  blew,  up  in  less  than  half  an  hour  after  their 
defMirture.  The  loss*  on  the  side  of  the  Amerieans,  was  in- 
eonsiderable.  The  garrison  had  only  10  mfn  kiikd,  and 
22  wounded.     Lieutenants  — ^     .  ,  and  Gray  wew 

among  the  latter.    The  works  of  the  Fort  received  littl© 
iujopy  from  the  many  thousand  shot  fired  by  the  British. 
T^e  softness  of  the  Pklmeito  wood  rendered  such  as  struck 
the  Fort  nearly  ineSectual ;  but  scarcely  a  hut  or  tree  on 
the  Island  escaped.     At  the  beginning  of  the  action*  Gene- 
ral Lee  was  at  HaddrelPs  pdtnt ;  he  foon.  repaired  to  tho 
Fort,  in  a>  small  boat,  through  a  shower  of  balls,  and  re- 
mained there  sometiuvd.    <<  The  behaviour  of  the  garrison, 
both  men  and  officers,  with  Colonel  Moultrie  at  their  head 
(he  writes  to  the  Prewdent  of  the  Virginia  Convention) 
I  confess,  astonished  me ;  it  was  brave  to  the  la^  degree.    I 
had  no  idea  that  so'  niucJi  coolness  and  intrepidity  could  be 
displaced:. by  a  eollection  6f  raw  recruits,  as  T  was  witness 
of  in  this  garrison— 4iad  we  been  better  supplied  with  am- 
munition, it  is  most  probable  the  whole  British  squadron 
would  have  been  utterly  deatroyed.    However,*  they  have 
BO  reason  to  triumph  ;  &c.  &c/^    Although  the  limits  of 
our  plan  do  4iot  properly  :  admit,  of  extensive-  details,  wo 
cannot  forbear  paying,  in  this  place,  our  tribute  of  admi- 
ration to  the  no!)fe  conduct  of  two  American  Sergeants. 
vlh  an  early  part  of  the  engagement,  the  Aag-staff  was  shot 
'awJiy  f    Sergeant  Jasper  of  the  Grenadiers,  immediately 
jumped  from  one  of  the  embrazures  on  the  beach,  took  up 
the  flag,  and  fixed  it  on  a  spupge-staff ;  with  this  sacred 
badgm^in  one  of  his  hands,  he  mounted  the  merlon,  and 
thewleisurely  planted  it,  amid  a  shower  of  balls,  flying  a- 
round  him.  *^ergeant  McDonald,  wliile  strenuously  and 
undauntedly  exerting  himself,  was  shattered  by  a  cannon 
ball  ;  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes,  exhorting  his  coinrndes, 
to  his  very  Ikst  breath,  steadily  to  persevere  in  the  conflict, 
and  to  shevr  themselves  worthy  of  the  noble  cause  for  which 
heUoSr  bled.    Jasper,  after  removing  the  lifeless  hero  out 
of  sight,  fought  with  increased  ardour,  exclaiming  from 
time  to  time;    "  Take  good  aim,    comrades  ;  Ictus  a- 
venge  the  death  of  thB  brave  SI' Donald  !'*    The  day  after 
the  action.  President  Kutledge,  presented   him   with  h 
iv/ord,  as  a  tribute  of  esteem  for  his  tUslingnisUcd  valour. 


OHAP.  AttWEa8i««d«ftIieIslMfVGoloii«}s  IHumfioiH  Cki^ 
^m»  and  Harvy  were  stadoaed  wifb  part  af  their,  reapaetiTe 
.  cai:pa»  aa  ei^hteao  piNHidar*  ami  a  fieliVpieoe  ;  Hiey  pre* 

"  veBl«^  tlie  €#-opwaiioo  af  tfae  detachment  od  Lon^IslAady 

aad  the  landiDg  af  treopa  fren  th^  H/eeU-  la  tlie  aftattioon, 
Calaiiel  Mulbenfeafght  wiih^  hia  Yir^Inia  batlalkm,  reki^ 
'  iirced  tbeniy  se  tiiat  thc^  British' laad  farces  were  reniler«d 
totally  useless.  ♦*  During  the  ^agag^^Ment^"'  says  Dr. 
JRaiasay,  ^  the  uihabitati^s  of  Charlestoa  stood  with  t»mm 
ia  t  heir  handa  at  tkeir  respeeti  ?e  fiostSy  prepared  ta  receive 
the  Brilisk,  whenever  they  might  laiid«  Impressed  with 
Ugh  ideas  of  British  bravery,  ami  diffident  of  the  maide» 
eourage  of  their  own  new  t  roop»,  they  were  ap]M<ebaa8iv» 
tbat  the  Forts  would  be  either  sileoeed  or  passed^  and  that 
tbey  ^dienkl  be  called  to  immediate  action.  The  variof» 
pbsrions  of  tlie  mind  assumed  alteraate  sway,  and  matked 
their  eountenanees  wi^b  ansieus  fears  or  ebeerfol  bopA. 
Their  resolution  was  fixed  to  meet  the  invaders  at  the  wa-^ 
iers  edge,  and  ddspnte  every  inch  of  ground,  trusting  4be  e-* 
vent  to  Heaven*  an|  prefewing  dei^h  to  slavery.**  The 
thanks  of  Cmigresa  were  unanimously  vote4l  to  Genrrol 
*  Lee>  aud  Colonels  Moultrie  and  Thomson^   for  their  good 

conduct  on  this  memorable -diij.  Mnlhenhurgfa-a  Yivgini* 
ans»  and  the  ^North-Carolina  ti-oops  were  eomplimettted  by 
the  Commander  in  Chiefs  us  **  equally  alert*  zealous  and 
spirited;'*  and  the  Fort  t<.ok  from  that  time  the  name  of 
Fort  Moultrie^  in  honour  ^o  tlte  brave  patriot  then  at  the 
heail  of  its  garrison. 

Tliat  this  expedition  was  ilLpIanned  and  ill-condtteted*  is 
sufficiently  obvious.  Brigadier  Bobert  Howe,  thus  writes 
on  the  subject)  to  his  friend*  Colonel  Wcodfard,  then  at 
IVilliamsburg : 

*<  The  enemy  have  made  a  fine  hand  ofiU  Every  thing 
was  in  their  power*  had  they  not  triilefl  away  their  timcy 
and  given  us  an  opportunity  of  coming  up  with  troops*  and  • 
the  militia  of  this  country  to  collect  themselves.  If  would 
be  impossible  within  the  verge  of  a  leUer  to  give^you  a  dew 
tail  of  tlieir  blunders  ;  I  must  reserve  it  for  our  mwtrng^ 
which*  I  hope,  draws  dear.  Their  attempt  upon^Ui* 
van's  Island  was  a  wretched  piece  of  poliev ;  but  ttiis  ii 
exceeded  by  the  manner  of  making  it.  Tll^y  had  no  ba- 
siness  to  have  attacked  it  at  all.  because  b>  running  by  it 
with  a  fair  wind*  and  strong  tide  (which  could  have  been 
effected  with  very  little  loss)  ihey  might  have  probably  ta- 
ken'Charleston,  and  the  Island  must  have  fallen*  of  course* 
But*  if  they  were,  determined  to  attack  it.  they  ought  to 
have  stationed  their  ships  otherwise,  and  to  have  assailed 
it  in  reverse,  while  they  were  battering  it  in  front.  This 
town,  when  we  arrived*  bad  only  SOO  men  in  i1.  These 
were  all  militia*  most  of  them  indifferenlly  armed;  the 
landing  places  numerous^  many  of  them  not  within  reach 
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<»f  a  single  battety;  tbe  Town  vcrj  extenrive  and  ofien  on    CI1AP. 
every  side ;  so  that  I  do  not  exaggerate  when  T  say  ihs^t  SOO      \  111. 
iRenu  assisted  by  the  shipsy  might  have  taken  po^seshlo^i  of 
U,  &e"  I  ^ 

«Tbe  effects  of  this  victory  were  incalculably  beneficial  to 
the  cause  of  America.  The  fears  of  the  timid  were  allayed; 
the  hof^es  of  the  sanguine  incr^sed ;  and  the  malignity  of 
the  disaffected  neutralized  for  a  time.  A  circumstance 
iw»t  unworthy  of  remark,  was  the  continue:!)  and  appar;*nl- 
ly  marvellous  opposition  of  General  Lee  to  Sir  Henry 
CIiBton — ^oiig  a  coast  of  vast  extent,  he  seemed  to  haunt 
him,  like  some  dire  genius,  forcing  him  to  retreat  where- 
eirer  be  appeared.  New-York,  Hampton-Roadu,  Cape-Fear, 
vid  Charleston,  successively  witnessed  that  singular  oc- 
eurrence. 

This  refulgence  of  suecess  in  the  South,  besides  its  local  ^^  ^^^ 
etrect§9  greatly  contributed  to  cheer  the  gloom  which  the  SiTs^the 
unfortunate  issue  of  the  expecfition  intoCanada  bad  spread  Northr 
over  the  North.  Every  general  history  of  the  revolution- 
aiy  war,  offers  the  details  of  that  series  of  disasters,  which 
followed  tbe  unnuccessful  attemf^t  upon  (Quebec,  and  the 
death  of  the  heroic  Montgomery.  Of  these  disasters,  it  is 
sufficient  for  us  to  observe  that  they  forced  Congress  to 
turn  their  attention  from  projects  of  conquest,  to  schemes 
of  defence,  on  that  side  also.  The  celerity  and  valour  <)f  a 
daring  and  adventurous  band,  had  eonquered  Crown-Point, 
Tieonderoga,  St.  Johns,  and  Montreal.  Quebec  itself  had 
nearly  fallen  into  their  hands.  But  the  scene  was  soon 
reversed.  A  phalanx  of  warrions  ev^r  intrepid  and  un- 
appalled,  ever  bent  on  extraordinary  atchievements,  and 
whom  the  spirit  of  the  departed  Montgomery  still  seemed 
to  inspire,  but  worn  out  with  fatigue,  sickness,  and  want^ 
were,  in  some  measure,  abandoned  to  themselves,  in  tite 
midst  of  a  country  whose matives,  occasionally  exaspei'atr 
ed  by  the  irregularities  incident  to  war  and  conquest,  no 
longer  hailed  their  appearance  as  that  of  deliverers,  no 
longer  favored  and  aided  their  operations,  but  turned  a- 
gainst  them  in  hostile  array.  Considerable  reinforcements  •   • 

now  enabled  the  British  not  only  ta  expel  them  from  a 
Province  to  which  they  laid  a  peculiar  claim,  but,  aided 
by  ruthless  hordes  of  Indian  allies,  and  a  portion  of  the 
mercenaries  whom  the  shambles  of  Germany  had  furnish* ' 
ed,  to  advance  against  the  Forts  lately  acquired  by  the  * 
Colonial  alrmy,  and  in  their  turn  to  threaten  invasion,  at- 
tended with  more  than  usual  horrors.  The  immense  force 
gathering  for  that  purpose  to  its  destined  point  of  concen- 
tration, elated  the  hopes  of  tbe  enemy,  and  depressed  those 
of  America^  Every  eye  wis  now  anxiously  turned  to  that 
chain  of  Lakes  and  Rivers,  which  formed  the  IVorthem 
Frontier,  and  where  Schnyler  and  dates,  forgeiling  the. 

X      ' 
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CHAP,   adverse  pretensions  of  nfilitary^rereminenee^  hannbiiizod 
YIIL     their  liiews  and  their  exertions,  in  Oi^er  to  prepare  the 

success  of  fnture  resistanecf  and  the  triumph  of  die  cimi- 

"  moft  cause,  on  that  important  theatre.-- About  the  middle 

oflVIareh  preeedmg.  General  Washhigton  had,  Indeed,  #ir- 
en  a  glorious  earnest  of  that  splendid  destiny  which  the  su- 
preme ruler^  of  all  human  events  rieserved  for  hifai.  He 
had,  almost  without  effusion  of  blood,  compelled  General 
Howe  t# evacuate  Boston,  and  thus  restored  the  first  tie- 
tims  of  Ministerial  vengeance  to  the  safe  and  peaceaMe  en- 
joyment of  their  ancient  li^ts,  releasing  them  from  tiie 
odious  pressure  of  civil  and  military  despotism,  and  by  the 
-speedy  and  disgraceful  flight  to  which  iSxe  enemy  had  been 
forced,  inspiring  auspicious  conlldence  and  cheerful  hopes. 
^  But  this  wis  only  a  local  benefit.  After  retiring  to  JStaH- 
fax,  and  there  concerting  new  plans  of  hostile  bp^ations, 
Howe  again  put  to  sea,  and,  on  the  ^5th  of  June,  appeared 
at  Sandy-Hook,  where  he  was  informed  by  Governor  Try- 
on,  of  every  circumstance  connected  with  the  plan  of  an  «t- 
,  tack  upon  New.-Tork  -—Many  were  the  disaffected  in  Hxi 
eity,  and  in  the  whole  Colony ;  ardent  was  theU*  zeal,  wsA 
high  their  hopes.  The  American  Commander  in  Chief, 
scarcely  could  muster  9000  effective  men  ;  most  «f  these  j 
were  raw  troops,  and  wretchedly  armed.  If  he  and  his 
patriot  band  should  escape  infernal  snares  and  domestic 
hostility,  their  destruction  by  General  Howe,  and  the  for- 
midable reinforcements  hourly  expected  from  Great-Bri- 
tain, was  inevitable.  With  this  intelligence,  and  these  flat- 
tering expectations,  Hotre  possessed  himself  of  Staten-Is- 
land,  on  the  second  day  of  July. 


CM^TER  IX. 


Btelmraiion  of  Iniependmee^  by  the  Beneral  Congrt 
JDitftmore  is  drtreti  /rom  Qwyim's  jblanil— 6of8  up  the 
PotamadC'-rhmTes  Virginia — BogUUties  of  the   Creeks  ' 

awi  Cherokees — Bef^t  and  submission  of  these  Savages 
— Setum  of  Beneral  Lu  ta  the  M\trth — First  meeting  of 
ihe  General  •issenMy  of  Yirgmkb—Chitf  frpeeeimgs  ^ 
that  Boiff — Bietatarial  sehenuh-JiBUtary  events  to  ttm 
JiTortkward-^htfoasion  ofBhode  Islani-^meriean  sue* 
eess  at  Sea — Critical  state  of  •Immean  affairs — Fortif 
tuie  of  Congress  in  this  trisis-^%irtides  of  Confederati* 
on  and  perpetual  union — Extensive  powers  given  to 
Oeneral  Washii^on — Financial  diJjicuUies — Friendly 
Hopositions  of  most  European  powers — Leading  objects  of 
file  ntssMm  to  France — Dr.  Franklin  arrives  in  France 
— Of  her  missions^^JMHUtary  events  during  the  Winter  and 
the  Spring— floi0e  scMsfrom  Sandy  Hook — Events  on  the 
Lakes. 

'  THE  iBterval  between  the  commencemeDt  of  the  war/  CHAP, 
aid  the  period  at  whieb  we  have  now  arrived,  presents  a       ix.    * 
itraiiff^  eiril  and  political  pbenomenoa.    It  is  a  principle 
•r  the  Britidi  Constitttliony  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  - 
and  a  metaphjsioal  distinction  is  established  between  him    s^j^^  s^. 
and  his  Ministers.    Henee  the  singula  contrast  observa-  tuationof  A. 
bie  in  the  language  add  practice  of  the  Colonies,  in  1775,  merka  for 
and  the  early  part  of  1776.     Setting  aside  the  ideal  dis-  ^°™®  ^^ 
tinetion  just  alluded  to,  we  see  war  waged  against  a  Mo- 
narch to  whom  assurances  of  loyalty  and  fidelity  were  fre- 
quently given.    His  authority  was  opposed  by  force  of 
arms,  and,  at  the  same  time,  justice   was  administered 
in  the  name  of  tbat   authority  ;  nay,  prayers  offered  up 
to  Heaven  fpr  his  safety  and  prosperity,  constituted  part 
Afthe  publie  worship.    A  wish  to  continue  under  the  Con- 
stitutional sway  of  Great- Britain  was  expressed  on  all ' 
sides  ;  yet,  every  where  a  republican  Government  virtu- 
ally prevailec^     Never  was  so  strong  a  contrast  between 
words  and  deeds,  exhibited ;  so  true  it  is  that  the  theoreti  • 
eal  fictions  of  law-givers  vanish  before  the*8tern  realities  of 
human  affairs.    The  common  sense  of  mankind  will  not 
long  be  overruled  by  maxims  of  royal  in&llibility  ;  and' 
practice  naturally  rectifies,  in  such  cases,  the  errors  of  ar- 
tificial wisdom.     Another  eonsideration  serves  to  explain 
this  phenomenon  :     Oreat  revoluHons  art  too  immense  for 
tcehnieal  formaUty.     Such  a  stale  ol'   things^  however. 
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CHAP,   could  not  be  lasting.    This  undulation  of  opinions  aiid  mea- 
,  IX.       sures  must  subside^  and  give  place  to  some  definite  aod 
unchangeable  system.    In  vain  the  bulk  of  the  people  still 
fondly  imagined  that  American  victories  would  recall    the 
Ministers  to  acts  of  justice,  if  not  of  condescension.    It  was 
evident  to  men  of  experience  and  foresight  that  the  woood 
had  now  become  incurable^  and  that  all  hopes  of  restoring 
union  and  friendship  on  the  former  basis,  were  perfectly 
illusive.    On  the  part  of  the  Ministers,  pride,  assuming 
the  semblance  of  dignity,  would  create  obstinacy  not  to  be 
shaken/    The   Americans  must  necessarily  etonfine  them- 
selves to  defensive  operations ;  and  should  victory  uniform- 
ly percli  on  their  standards,  they  could  not  immediatelj, 
or  even  distantly,  endanger  the  existence  of  the  British  Gio- 
vemment,  the   only  cireumstance,    perhaps,    capable  of 
pressing  oi|  those  infatuated  Ministers,  a  mild,  equitable^ 
and  wise  policy.     Nor   was  it  rational  to  hope  that,  so 
long  as  the  other  parts  of  the  world  were  open  to  British  in- 
dustry and  enlei*prize,  and  so  long  as  a  powerfulnavy  pro- 
teotcd  British  commerce,  mercantile  considerations  would 
induce,  a  relaxarion  of  the  tyrannical  measures  intfndeda- 
gainst  the  Colonics.  The  struggle  no  longer  lay  between  ab- 
soiiite  and  liniifed  monarchy  ;  but  between  monarchy  and 
republicanism.    The  alternative  now  was,  entire  indepm- 
dence  and  liberty,  or  entire  dcpev  dence  and  slavery.  In  such  a 
dilemma,  it  was  better  to  fix  on  the  grand  and  inspiriting 
object  of  a  separate  and   independent    station.     Indepen- 
dence once  declareil,  a  solemn  oath  once  taken,  never  to 
return  to  British  allegiance ;    no,  not  even  to  escape  utter 
unnihilatiog,  resistance  would  become  more  vigorous,  more 
.  €b'<iinate,  and,  of  course,  more  successfiil.    This  bold  and 
dignified  step  would  eonciliate  the  reSpect  of  Foreign  States. 
England  herself,  haughty  Kngland,  should  her  armies  c- 
vcntually   be  defeated,  would  treat  with  the  Americans  in 
the  character  of  a  free   and  independent  nation,  less  re- 
luctantly than  she  would  yield  to  them,  as  British  subjects, 
those  very  points  in  which  the  present  contest  had  origi- 
nated ;  for  war  knows  of  no  Issue  more  humiliating,  more 
unpalatable  than  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  an  enemy  the 
object  in  dispute.     The  course  to  be  pursued' by  America 
was,  therefore,  obvious  ;  late  events   had  also  rendered  it 
easy*    The  success  of  the   American  arms  in  the  impor-  j 
tant  Colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and  South  Ca- 
^r4)lina ;  the  valorous  adiievements  of  the  infafit  continent- 
al navy,  under  commouore  Hopkins;  the   enormous   and 
rich  prizes  made  on  the  enemy  by  American  privateers, 
were  so   many  guarantees  which  ensured  a  cheerful  ac- 
quiescence, on  the  part  of  a  lara;e  majority  of  the  |>co|)lr.'  | 
in  any  system  which  the  genei^al    Congress  might  adopt. 
The  fears  inspired  at  first  by  exaggerated  estimates  ofBri- 
tish  prowess,  experience  and  skill,  iu  war,  had  gradually 
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subsided  ;  and  confidence  in  natire  eourage  tak«Oi  their    CHAP, 
place.    The  eollision  of  particolar  views  and  interests,  had       IX* 
yielded  to  a  generous  love  of  country  ;  and  the  occasional 
efforts  ot  the  most  stubborn  among  the  disafi^ted^  were 
ifieohereni,  rash«  ill  supported,  and,  of  course,  abortive.   . 
Their  uniform  failure,  and  the  horror  which  they  univer- 
sally excited,  were  indeed,  promotive  of  the  common 
good     Q£|^is  description,  was  a    dark  and  infamous 
seheme  t^eize,  ami  perhaps,  murder,  the  beloved  and  re- 
vered General  in  chief,  Geoi^  Washington ;  to  destroy 
liis  small,  but  heroic  army  by  treacherous  means  ;  and  ei- 
ther to  burn  New  York,  or  deliver  it  into  the    hands   of 
the  British.    The  seasonable  and   fortunate  discovery  of 
ibis  horrid  plot,   electrified  the   public  mind  ;  inflan^ed  it 
with  a  vehement  desire  of  an  vnmediate  and  irrevo- 
oaUe   avulsion  from  a  Government  which  was  suppos- 
ed to  have  put  the  torch  ai|d  tlie  ^iagger  in  the  hands 
ofthe  miscreants  concerned   in   thai-  execrable   design. 
— ^Nor  was  it  forgotten,  that   the    Ministers   had    de- 
nennced  inflexible  rigour  agsSnst  tlie  colonies  ;  that  a  war 
now  raged,  monstrous  not  only  in  its  origin,  but  likewise  in 
its  mqde,  and  which,  it  was  openly  avowed  by  England, 
would  not  admit  of  those  salutary  laws  and  usages,  which, 
in  the.  midst  of  slaughter  and  rapine,  still  present  some  of 
ihe  saered  characters  of   civilization,  and  solace  weeping 
humanity.    In  the  eyes  of  America,  tliis  was  not  war  :  the 
prohibitory  bill  had  sanctioned  piracy,  robbery.    No  Fo- 
reign nation,  in  astat^  of  hostility  with  the  Colonies,  would 
have  thought  of  inflicting  such  a  blow  ;  much  less  ougltt 
it  to  have  come  from  a  kindred  hand.    But  every  endear- 
ing tie  was  rent  asunder — wbat  signified  Ihe  name  of  mo- 
ther-eountry,  when  the  rod  of  despotism  was  extended  o- 
ver  those  from  whom  more  than  filial  respect  and  filial  af- 
fection was  claimed  ?  When  the  relentless  Indian,   and  the 
no  less  odious  German  mercenary ,  were  sent  in  terrific  ar- 
ray,  to  effect  wliat  Britons  blushed  and  refused  to  attempt  ?  , 
Political,  as  well  as  nati|i*al,  bonds  of  union,  ought  now 
to    be    forever  dissolved.— Thus    did    the  idea  of  In- 
dependence  gradually    gain  ground.   Nothing  else  was 
thought  of;  it  was  the  universal  topic  of  private  and 
public  deliberation*    A  last  and  decisive  impulse  wa^  giv- 
en to  the  American  mind,  by  a  Pamphlet  which  appeared, 
during  that  oscillation  of  sentiment,   under  the  title  of 
•*  Cmnmen  Senst.^*    It  was  the  production  ofThos.  Paine, 
a  native  of  £ngland,  who  had  warmly  embraced  the  cause 
of  America,  and  who,  in  an  emineni  degree,  possessed  the 
jwwer,  as  weil  as  the  inclination,  to  serve  that  noble  cansc. 
Nature  had  gifted  him  with  a  strong,  comprehensive,  and 
luminous  mind  ;  and  with  the  happy  and  valuable  faciiUy 
of  accommodating  liis  thoughts  and  language  to  vulgar,  as. 
well  as  lofty  understandings.    He  had  the  full  command  of 
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CBAP.   tho&e  mord  leyera^  hy  whicli  omnioQ  U  managed  axi4 

IX.       transferred  at  wilU    Faine  was  in  pqlitios,  what  Archi- 

medes'ls  rebt^d  to  have  been  in  mechanios ;  nor  yiere  hin 

engines  less  formidable  than  those  of  the  immortal  Syra* 

cusan,  thot%h  in  a  difibrent  sense.    His  Pamphlet  lui* 

doubtedly  eontvihuted  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence^ 

in  a  most  striking  degree.     The  author  of  "  dmvjum 

Stnst^^^  endeavored  to  prove  that  a  re-union  vit^^ngland 

was  impracticable^— adduring*  in  support  of  thfb4ssertioiiy 

the  irreeoncileable  pretensioos  of  the  contending  parttea^^ 

the  unconquerable  pride  of  Great  Britain — tlie  treachery, 

rancour^  and  vindictive  spirit  of  her  goveroooient.     {{e 

moreover,  establhhed,  bejond  all  possibility  of  sa^isfacto* 

ry  answer,  the  necessity,  expediency,  and  practicability  of 

Independence.      His  arguments  were  interspersed  with 

.  ^views  of  royalty,  calculated  to  render  it  odious  and  eoq* 
temptible — all  along  proposing  to  substitute  a  Republieaa 
for  a  Monarchical  government.  Of  the  boasJed  English 
Constitution,  the  excellencies  of  which  no  one  had  hereto- 
fore  dared  to  call  into  doubt,  he  spoke  with  equal  freedom 
, — pointing  out,  rather  irrcvexentially,  the  defects  of  its 
mooarcliical  branch — and  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into 
its  other  branches,  which,  in  Ids  opinion,  were  intrin^ical* 
ly  good.'  He  emphatically  enumerated  the  public  calami- 
ties, which,  especially  since  the  restoration  of  monarchy, 
had  afilicted  England ;  and  thence  inferred  that  tbei:;^ 
must  be  in  th.e  Uritish  Constitution,  some  essential  vice,, 
which  rendered  it  inadequate  to  the  grand  and  primary  ob- 
ject of  all  governments,  the  happiness  of  the  people  |  this 
i*adieal  vice,  this  secret  canker,  he  asserted  to  be  monarchy. 
^— To  that  fatal  soui*ce  he  traced  back  frequent  intestine 
quarrels,  and  endless  Foreign  wars.  Lastly,  he  congratur 
lated  the  people  of  America,  upon  the  blessmg  which  Hea- 
ven had  now  placed  within  their  reach,  by  affording  them 
a  glorious  and  fortunate  opportunity  of  establishing  a  Gor 
vemmcnt,  which,  combining  all  the  excellencies  of  the 
British  Cons'.'Uution,  would,  at  th|  same  time  be  free  from 
its  glaring  defects. — ^Tbis  work,  so  well  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstUDces  under  which  it  appeared,  so  much  in  unisoa 
with  the  public  feeling,  was  read  with  incredible  avidity, 
l^hc  ardent  became  enthusiastic — t!ie  luke-warm,  fervid — 
and  many  among  the  Loyalists,  overpowered  by  the  argu- 
ments and  eloquence  of  the  writer,  abjured  their  former 
sentimeiit^;.  and  joined  the  sacred  banner  of  their  countrj. 
On  all  sides,  a. loud  cry  was  beard,  calling  for  sq>aratiun 
and  Independence. 

The  Congress  well  saw  that  the  favorable  moment  had 
now  arrived.  But,  in  order  to  ascertain  still  more  fully 
the  sense  of  the  people,  they  issued,  on  the  15lh  of  May,  the 
resolution  befoi'c  mentioned,  recommending  to  all  the  Co- 

*  lodes  to  institute  suitable  forms  of  Government-    No 


mo^LffCM  erald  haTe  becta  betCer  Calculated  to  epea  the   CHAP, 
eyes  of  the  people  oa  their  real  interests,  and  to  eKeit  a      IX. 
Cmyaal  expresdoa  of  the.general  will.    Thi»  re^ohitioii,  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
however,  did  not  immediately  prodaee  the  deared  eieet,  '  "■ 

in  all  the  Colonies.    We  have  already  viewed  the  esta- 
bliahment  of  a  new  form  of  Government  in  Yirginia,  and 
alluded  to  the  temporary  Consthution  of  South  Carolina  ; 
CkHaneetiont  and  Rhode  Island,  had  oaly  a  few  slight  alter- 
ati<His  to  make  in  the  fnadamentalsitf  their  respective  Cro- 
Temnlents  ;  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  New-Tork,  flae- 
tnated  Ibr  a  while,  but  finally  complied  with  the  rei;om- 
mendation  of  Congress.    The  other  Colonies  were  more 
or  less  prompt  in  framing  particular  Constitutions. .  All 
Aese  bore  a  considerable  resemblance  to  the  BritisAi  mo-  " 
del,  except  that  moaarehy'was  excluded,  and  that  a  jea- 
lem^coalroul  over  the  executive  every  where  predomina- 
ted,  evincfaig  those  salutary  fears  which  the  past  had 
tanght  the  people  to  entertain  for  the  ftitiire.^ — ^At  the 
oame  time,  that  the  Colonial  Congresses,  or  Conveotioas 
were  thus  employed  in  a  new  organization  of  the  powers  of 
QoYcrnment,  most  of  them  instructed  their  Delegates  in  "* 
the  General  Congress  to  declare  the  United-Colonies,  free 
and  Independent  States. '  The  glorious  example  given  by 
Virginia,  in  that  respect,  has  already  been  noticed.  De/k^iion 

Strong  in  this  manifestation  of  the  general  sentiment,  ofindepen- 
CoBgress  finally  agreed  on  Independence,  and  dedared  it,  denceby  the 
OB  the  fourth  of  July,  in  the  following  words  :*  cSnSS!"^ 

IN  CONGRESS,  4th  JULY,  1776. 

By  the  aepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 

aMembled. 

A  DECLARATION: 

IViUiN,  in  the  eourse  of  human  events,  it  beeomes  ne- 
cessary for  one  people  to  dissolye  the  political  bands  which 


•  It  is  not  our  province  to  compare  the  rcsjjcctiv^  merits  of  the  seve- 
ral Colonies,  in  erecting  this  noble  fabric.  Let  1%  suiHce  for  us  to  observe 
that  this  admirable  Dec/Sara/um,  as  well  as  the  original  motion  for  Indepen* 
daux,  in  Congress,  came  from  two  members  of  the  Virginia  delegation.  R. 
H.  Lee  moved  for  the  motion,  |uid  Mr.  Jefferson  penned  it  We  have  seen 
die  original  draught,  in  his  hand  writing.  In  tlie  committee,  Mr.  Adams 
and  Dr.  Franklin  altered  only  a  few  woixls  ;  but,  when  reported,  a  tirade 
against  slavery,  the  extirpation  of  which  Great  Britain  was  charged  with 
luiving  prevented,  gave  some  offence  to  the  Delegates  from  the  Carolinas, 
and  was,  therefore  suppressed.  Another  tirade  stating  the  importation  of 
i$co/cA  and  other  mercenaries,  was  also  expimged,  because  it  seemed  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  two  or  three  members,  natives  of  Scotlayid, 

CCJ"  Botta  in  his  excellent  Storia  deUa  Gtterra  Americana^  puts  in  K.  H. 
Le?s  mouth,  a  long  and  eloquent  speech  in  support  of  his  motion  ;  and 
another  in  answer  to  it,  he  ascribes  .to  John  Dickenson ;  thus  concentrating: 
the  amunents,  pro  and  con^  and,  at  the  same  time,  warning  his  readers 
Ibit  these  speeches  were  not  really  delivered.  This  iniitat  ion  of  the  anr  j  - 
<^t  historians  has  some  advantages — btt  wc  deem  it  hotter^  strictly  to  ad- 
here to  ficts.  We  reoronmend,  however,  to  the  youth  of  Virginia,  to  rc^art 
those  two  speeches,  which  give  a  cle^r  viev.^  of  the  vh.^lc  q'l^'^t^ion. 
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CHAP,   have  conneeted  Ihem  i^iih  another^  and  to  assume  asMin^ 
IX.'      the  powei*s  of  the  earth,  the  separate  an  lequal  station  to 
i¥hieh  the  laws  of  nature  and  nature^s  God  entitle  theq^,  wl 
decent  respeet  for  the  opinions  of  Buinkind,  requires*  that: 
they  should  deelare  the  eauses  ivhieh  impel  them  to  the  8e«-  • 
paration. 

We  bold  these  truths  to  be  seJf  evi<lent — that  all  men 
are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Crc-* 
ator  with  certain  unalienable  rights  ;  that  among  theso 
are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit'  of  happiness.    That,  to 
secure  these  rights,   governments  are   instituted  among- 
men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  eonsent  of  the 
governed ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government  beeonies 
destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  to  abolisli  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government^ 
laying  its  inundation  on  such  principles,  and  organizifig  its 
powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  io 
effect  their  safety  and  happiness.      Prudence*  indeed,  will 
dictate,  that  governments  long  established  should  not  be 
'  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes  ;   and  accordinglj 
all  experience  hath  shewn,  that  mankind  are  more  dispos- 
tKl  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  abolishing  the  forius  to  which  they  are  accus- 
tomed.   But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations^ 
fhirsuing  invariably  the  same  object,    evinces  s^  design  to 
reduce  them  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  rights  it 
is  their  duty  to  (hrow  off  such  government,  and  to  provide 
new  guards  for  their  future  security.     Such  has  been  the 
patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies  ;    and  such  is  now  the 
jiecessity  which  constrains  them  to  alfer  their  former  sys- 
tems  of  government.     ITie  history  of  the  present  King  of 
Great  Britain  isja  histoiy  of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpa- 
tions, all  having  in  direct  object  the  establishment  of  an  ab- 
solute tyranny  over  these  States.    To  prove  this,  let  faets 
be  submitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  reftiscd  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  oa^s  laws  of  immedf-^ 
ate  and  pressing  importance,  unless  suiipendcd  in  their  <^- 
peration,  till  his  consent  should  l)e  obtained  ;  and,  when  so 
suspended,  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  ihem. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodati- 
on of  large  districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  re- 
linquish the  right  of  representation  in  the  Legislature — a 
right  inestimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only., 

lie  has  called  together  legislative  bodii's,  at  places,  un- 
usual, uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  the  depository  of 
their  public  records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them 
into  compliance  with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  Representatives  Houses  repeatedly, 
for  opposing  with  manly  firmness^  his  invasions  on  the 
rights  of  the  peoj^le. 
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He  bitrefMedfbr  a  Iod^  i  uf  after  mih  <Ks«oliit)ons,    C  BAlV 
to  eause  ethers  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  the  i^tpslative  pow-         \ 
era* Ineapable of  annihilaifon*  have  retiirited      the  pvoiA* 
at  lar^9  for  their  exereise  ;  the  state  remaiDing  in  th^ 
Btteantiine,  exposed  to  all  the  danger  of  mvasion  from 
without,  ud  eoonilsions  within. 

•  He  has  endeavoored  to  preT«*nt  the  popolation  of  these 
States  ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  natural 
iztttion  of  foreigners  ;  refusiag  to  pats  others,  to  eneou- 
mge  their  migration  hither,  and  raising  the  eonditioas  of 
new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  ob^truefed  the  administration  of  jii8tiee«  by  re- 
fhsing  bis  assent  to  laws,  for  establishing  judiciary  fh^w- 
ew. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  tilon^5  for  the 
tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  im/ment  of 
their' salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  nf'W  oflrces,  and  sent  hi- 
ther swarms  of  officers,  to  harrass  our  people  and  eat  out 
Iheir  substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  ar* 
itties,  without  tlie  consent  of  our  Lcj^islatures. 

He  has  afllected  to  render  the  military  independent  of^ 
and  superior  to,  the  oivil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others,  to  subject  us  to  a  juris- 
diction foreign  to  our  Constitution,  and  unacknowledged 
by  oar  laws ;  giving  bis  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended 
legislation  ; — 

For  quartering  large    bodies  of  armed  troops  among 
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For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trials  from  punishment 
&r  any  murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  ihfese  States ; 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  tbe  VorM. 
'^  For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent ; 
^  For  delaying  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial 
Kyjury;  ' 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas,  to  be  tried  for  pre- 
tended  offences  $ 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  law  in  a 
neighbouring  proTince,  establishing  therein  an  arbitral^ 
government  and  enlarging  its  boundaries  so  as  to  render  it 
at  once  an  example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the 
same  absolute  nue  into  these  colonies. 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  val- 
uable laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our 
governments. 

For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring 
themselves  invested  with  power,  to  legislate  for  us  in  all 
eases  whatsoever. 

Y 
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CH\P.       He  has  abdicated  goyernmeiit  here,  bjr  declaring  us  oviA 
IX.       of  his  proteotioDy  and  waging  war  against  us* 

He  has  jilundered  our  seas,  ravi^ed  our  coasts,  bfunat 
'  our  towns,  and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting Jarge  armies  of  foreije^ 
mereenaries  to  complete  the  work  of  death,  desolation,  and 
tyranny,  already  begun,  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and 
perfidy,  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  bai^arous  ages^ 
and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constraint  our  fellow  citizens  taken  captive  on 
the  high  seas,  to  bear  arms  agsunst  their  country,  to  be- 
come the  executioners  of  tlieir  friends  and  brethren,  or  to 
fall  themselves  by  their  hands.  > 

'  He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  aifiong^us,  and  has 
endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiera, 
the  mei4»Mess  Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  vraurfaro 
is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  waA 
conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  op)>resBions,  we  have  petitioned 
for  redress  in  the  most  humble  terms  ;  our  petitions  have 
been  answered  oYily  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince  whose 
character  is  thus  marked,  by  cvei^  act,  which  may  defiae 
a  tyt^nt,'is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Mor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  BritHk 

*  brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of 
attempts  made  by  their  legislature,  to  extend  an  unwar- 
rantable jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  thena 
of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement 
here.    We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  mag* 

•  nanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them  by  Ac  ties  of  our 
common  kindredf  to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which 
would  inevitably  interrupt  our  connections  and  correspon- 
dence. They,  too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justioe 
and  consanguinity.  We  must  therefore  acquiesce  in  the 
necesssity,  which  denounces  our  separation,  and  held 
them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind-l-cncmies  in.  war-— 
in  peace  friends. 

WE,  therefore,  the  Representatives  /  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  (xcneral  Congress  assembled,  stf^ 
pealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world,  for  the  recti* 
tude  of  our  intentions.  Do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  good  People  of  these  colonies,  solemnly  publish 
and  declare,  that  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be.  Free  and  Independent  States ;  that  they  are  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crovim,  and  that 
all  political  connection^  between  them  and  the  State  of 
Great  Britain*  is  and  ought  to  l>e  totally  dissolved  ;  and 
that,  as  Free  and  Independent  States,  they  hare  fuU 
power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  es- 
tablish commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which 
Independent  States  may  of  right  do.    And  for  the  suj^ort 
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•f  tlifs  declaration)  vriih  a  firm  relianoe  on  ijMi  projection    CHAP, 
of  Divine  proTidenoe,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other       IX, 
our  lireSf  our  fortunes)  ^d  our  ^acred  honour/'  ' 

T%us  was  the  birth  of  Independence  solemnly  proclaim:  Rejoicing 
€jd«      Regardless  of  the  perils  ^vhieh  surrounded  her  era-  ai.cc<wiitc|f 
die,  and  resolved  to  nurse  her  into  vigour,  to  eherish   her  ^^^^^^ 
into  maturity^  the  people  hailed  her  auspicious  appear- 
ance with  reverentral  Joy 9  and  steady  confidence.    SVhat 
wsts  to  them  the  smalluessof  their  armies  ?  Wbat^  the  ex- 
hsLusted  state  of  their  I'reasury  ?  What  the  threatening  and 
foi*iiudable/af  litude  of  tbe tyrant*  the  distant  and  uncertain 
cbanie  of  Fcrt-ign  tiueccnrs?    Tbey  were  now  Free  and   • 
Independent*  and  resolved  to  Ktc  so*  or  to  live  no  more. 
With  such  a  disposition,    they  were  invincible.    Moral 
fbrees  are  the  true  bulwarks  of  nations.    On  the  eighth  of 
iulyf  Independence  was  celebrated  at   Philadelphia  with 
every  mark  of  universal  exultation  ^  boonfires,  .tliscbarges 
of  artillery*  joyous  acclamations*  announced   tbe  momen* 
tons  «ra.     At  New-York*  the  Declaration  was*  on  the 
11th  of  tbe  same    month*  read  to  each  brigade  of  the  A- 
meriean  armyf^then  stationed  in  that  city*  and   its   neigh- 
bouriiood  : — it    was  heard  with   a  respectful  attention^ 
soon  sueoeeded  by  prolonged  bursts  of  enthusiastic  ap- 
plause.   In  the  evemng*  the  equestrism   statue  of  George 
III9  erected   in  1770*  was  laid  prostrate  ;  and  its  leaden 
materiab  were   afterwards   converted    into  bullets^    In 
Baltimore  and  Boston*  the  patriots  gave  to  their  rejoicings 
ttill  more   vivid    tints*    Every  trace  of  royalty  was  there 
obliterated.    In  Virginia,  this  confirmation  of  the^opular 
wishes*  and  of  the  act  by  which  a  republican  government 
had  already  been  established*  excited  feelings  which  trans- 
cend all    tlescription.    The  interesting  scene  exhibited  at 
WiHiamsburg,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution*  was 
renewed  with  additional  ^effusions  of  that  genuine*  heart- 
felt joy*  whieh  flows  from  great  nationsd  events.    The 
pompous  emblems  of  royal  authority  had  already  disap- 
peai^  ;  an  appropriate  seal  for  the  Commonwealth*  now 
superceded  that*  formerly  used  by  the  representative  of 
rtgralty*  in  the  Colony.* 

During  these  transactions,  the  nava)  and  military  force  Sjf  ^^^ 
of  Virginia  had  not  remained  inactive*  Two  hundred  and  ^  **^^^ 
seventeen  Seoteh  Highland  regular^*  were,  on  the  ^2il  of 
June,  brought  to  Williamsburg.  Taken  by  the  adventu^ 
rous  Captain  Biildle*  off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in 
the  Oxford*  a  Transport  from  Clyde*,  but  afterwards  se« 
parated  from  their  conqueror  b^  a  storm^  they  had  over- 
powered the  Prize-master  and  his  few  companions^  and 
steered  for  Hampton  Roads,  where  they  expected  to  find 
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'  CHAP.    $helter  and  ^plojmem  with  Lord  Jivrnmofe.    TIm 
IX.        (Tovernor,  as  already  related,  had  oow  quitted  that  statiai 
Captain  BarroD  fell  in  with  the  OxFoi'df  and  again  C4m 

^  Id  polled  ht^rto  huniUe  her  .flag.    Among  these  prisoners^ 

were  many  valuable  tradesmen.    It  was  proposed  tothevxK 
peaeeably  to  prosecute  their  respective  occupations  ii;  tift^ 
country  ;  hut  few  of  them  embraced  the   proposal.     Xib 
general,  their  prejudices  against  America,  were  violent  ^ 
and,  strange  effect  of  contending  passions  !  many  amoo^ 
them  exhaled,  in  the  same  breath,  an  inconsistent  inge  i^— 

fainst  the  Parliament  anil  the  Congress.    The  most  stub* 
orn.  were  ordered  up  to  Richmond,  at  the  falls  of  James 
river,  and  there  placed  under  an  adequate  guard.    Othor^ 
but  less  important  pri2es,were  abou(  the  same  tiroe,brought 
into  the  principal  rivers  of  Virginia.    By  a  striking  pr»* 
Tidential  interposition,  a  similar  good  fortune  had  crowB- 
ed  the  boldness  and  vigilance  of  the  northern  eruizersM^ 
They  also  had  intercepted  multitudes  of  armed  mereeoa- 
ries.  and  neutralized  their  aid. 
Dunraore  i»      J^^"*®  rafts,  row-galleys,  and  floating  batteries^  were  ra- 
<lri\  en  irom  pidly  construisted  ;  and  whilst  Colonel  Stephens  was  forti* 
!io2i^'*^'    ^>*"8  Portsmouth,  and  providing  for  the  command  of  tte 
whole  harbour  of  Norfolk,  Brigadier  Greoeral  Lewis  pre- 
pared to  attack  Dunmore^  and  to  dislodge  him  from  his 
'  strong  and  comfortable  station,  on  Owymi's  Island.    The 
following  narrative,  transcribed  from  Purdie'6  Gaz^t^ 
for  July  29«h,  gives  a  full  view  of  the  manner  in  whick 
this  important  object  was  aeeomplished  : 

'^  W%  got  to  the  Island  on  Monday,  the  8th,  and  next 
morning,  at  8  o*eloek,  began  a  furious  attack  ufKrn  the  ene^ 
my^s  shipping,  camp,  aiS  fortifications,  from  two  batte^ 
ries,  one  of  five,  six  and  nine  pounders  ;  the  other  momit* 
ing  two  eighteen  pounders.    What  foroes  the  enemy  had, 
were  encamped  on  a  point  of  the  Island,  nearly  opposite  to 
our  five  gun  battery,  covered  by  a  battery  of  four  emhra* 
sures,  aud  a  breast-work  of  considerable  extent.      Berides 
this,  they  had  two  other  batteries,  and  a  stockade  tort, 
higher  up  the  Havens  where  troqis  w^%  stationed,  to  pre- 
vent our  landing.    In  the  Haven  were  three  tenders ;  one 
a  sloop,  (the  Lady  Charlotte)  mounting  six-carriage  gans  ; 
a  schooner  of  two  carriages,  six  swivels  and  cohom  ;  and  a 
pilot  boat,  badly  armed  ;    who  had  orders  from  C^Hain 
Hammond,  of  the  Roebuck,  to  prevent  our  boats  passing 
over  to  the  Island,  and  to  annoy  the  rebels  by  every  means 
in  tJieir  power.    General  Lewis  announced  his  oHers  for 
attacking  the  enemy,  by  [putting  a  match  to  the  first  gnti^ 
an  eighteen  pounder,  himself :    And  the  Duiimore,  Imn^; 
then  nearest  to  us,  at  the  distance  of  about  AGO  yards, 'it- 
passed  through  her  hull,  and  did  considerable  damage. — 
Our  five  gun  battery^  likewise  began  playing  on  the  fleets 
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iht  raemy^B  camp  and  works ;  Aad  the  fire  soon  became  so  CH  AF, 
iiol^  that  the  Dumnore  was  obliged  to  eat  h(>r  caUes  and.      IX. 

iifti^>off;  after  reeeivini;  ten  shot,  some  of  whidi  raked  her  

f4»re  and  aft.  The  Otter  lay' next  to  her.  and  it  was  ex*  ^^^  '^ 
peoted  would  have  takeo  he'  birtbf  but  the  first  shot  we  ' 
f;ave  hea  took  place*  supposed  between  wind  and  water» 
and  she  immediately  slipped  her  cable  likewisct  and  haul* 
ed  out  on  a  careen,  without  firing  a  gun.  By  this  time  all 
the  fleet  any  way  near  shore,  began  to  slip  their  cables,  ia 
ihe  utmost  confusion  ;  and  had  the  wind  set  in  with  a  flood  « 
tide,  we  must  have  tak%n  great  numliers  of  them.  Our 
^ghteen  ponnders  did  great  execution  from  the  upper  bat^ 
uivy^  which  raked  the  whole  fleet ;  and  Captain  Denny^ 
vrho- com  mantled  the  other  battery,  soon  silenced  fhe.ene* 
ny  at  the  poiii%  knocking  down  several  tents,  which  put 
'tbeir  camp  into  a  great  eonfusion.  At  half  after  9,  tlie 
ilring  ceased,  which  was  renewed  again  at  12  with  double 
vigour,  from  both  batteries  ;  and  nothing  prevented  our 
pushing  to  the  Island*  during  the  cannonade,  but  the  ^ant 
of  vessels. 

The  Cronend  being  d^ermined  to  cross  the  next  day, 
eave  orders  forall  the  small  crafts  to  be  collected  togetlier^ 
from  the  neighboring  creeks  that  night,  and*  two  brass 
field  pieces,  six  pounders,  to  be  carried  to  a  place,  called 
Lower  Wind  Mill  Point,  to  attack  the  tender  that  lay  there, 
aad  facilitate  our  arossing.  Accordingly,  in  the  morning, 
Ca^in  Uarrison,  who  had  the  direction  of  those  fields 
jnet^es,  began  playing  uqpn  the  tenders,  which  he  galled  so 
much,  that  th^  schooner  rup  up  a  small  ereok.  which  in* 
ted  die  Island,  where  the  crew  abandoned  her,  and 
the  sloop  got  aground  in  reach  of  our  cannon  ;  upon  which 
the  Gkineral  offered  Captain  Smith,  of  the  7th  regiment^ 
with  Us  company,  to  man  the  eano4*s,  and  board  her,  which 
waadone  with  alacrity.  However,  before  our  men  e«me  ^ 
iq>  with  her,  the  crew  got  into  theii'  boat,  and  pushed  for 
the  Island.  But  Captain  Smith,  vei^  prudently  passing 
the  tender,  pursued  them  so  close,  that  before  they  could 
reacS  the  shore,  he  exchanged  a  few  shot  with  them,  and 
tooJ»  part  of  them  prisoners.  The  enemy's  look-outs  per- 
eeiving  our  men  close  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  Island, 
cried  out,  *♦  the  shirt-men  are  coming  !'*  and  scampered  . 
off.    The  pilot  boat  made  no  resistance. 

Creneral  Lewis  then  ordered  two  hundred  men  under 
Colonel  M'Clanaban,  to  land  in  the  Island  which  was  per- 
formed as  expeditiously  as  our  small  vessels*  would  ftdait 
of.  On  our  arrival,  we  found  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
the  place  with  th^  greatest  precipitation,  and  were  struck 
with  horror  at  the  number  of  dead  bodies,  in  a  state  of  pu- 
trefaction, strewed  all  the  way  from  their  battery  to  Clier- 
ry-Point,  about  two"  miles  in  length,  with  a  shovel  full  of 
earth  upon  them  ;  others  gasping  for  life  ;  and  some  had 
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CHAP*    cradled  to  the  water  edge,  who  eould  only  make  known 
IX.       their  distress  by  beekoning  to  us.    By  the  small  pox^  and 
other  malignant  disorders  which  have  raged  on  board  tho 
flc^et  for  many  months  past,  it  is  clear  they  have  lost,  sino^ 
their  arrival  at  Gwyn's  Island,  near  five  hundred  souls.     S 
myself  counted  one  hundred  and  thirty  graves,  •r  rathep 
holes  loosely  covered  over  with  earth,  close  together,  many 
of  them  large  enough  to  hold  a  Corporal's  guard.    One  itm 
the  middle  was  neatly  done  up  with  lurf,  and  is  supposed 
to  contain  the  remains  of  the  late  Lord  Gosport.     Many 
were  burnt  alive  in  brush  huts,  wtiich  in  their  confusion^ 
had  got  on  fire.    In  short,  such  a  scene  of  misery,  distreM^ 
and  cruelty,  my  eyes  never  beheld  ;  for  which  theauthors^ 
one.  may  reasonably  conclude,  never  can  make  atonement 
in  this  world.    The  enemy  left  behind  tl#m  in  their  bat- 
tery, a  double  fortified  nine  pounder,  a  great  part  of  their 
baggage,  with  several  tents  and  marquees,  beside  the  three 
Tenders,  with  their  cannon,  small  arms,  &c.    Also  the  an- 
chors and  cables  of  theDunmore,  Otter,  and  many  others^ 
to  the  amonnt,  it  is  supposed,  of  twelve  hundred  pounds* 
On  theif  leaving  the  Island,  they  burnt  sonic   valuable 
Vessels  which  had  got  a  ground.     Mr.  John  Grymes'  efieets 
on  the  Islaiid  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  consisting  in  thir- 
ty five  negroes,  horses,  cattle  and  furniture. 

Major  Byrd,  on  the  approach  of  our  cadoes  to  the  Is«> 
laud,  was  huddled  into  a  cart,  in  a  very  sick  and  low  condi- 
tion, it  is  said,  and  carried  down  to  Cherry-Point,  where 
he  embarked.  The  second  shot^tbe  Dunmore  received^ 
cut  hec  boatswain  in  two;  and  wounded  iwo  or  three  o« 
thers  ;  and  she  had  scarcely  recovered  from  the  shock, 
when  a  nine  pounder  from  the  lower  battery  entered  her 
quarter,  and  beat  in  a  large  timb^er,  from  the  splinters  of 
which  Lord  Dunmore  got  wounded  in  the  legs,  and  had  aJI 
his  valuable  china  smashed  about  his  ears«  It  is  said  his 
Lordship  was  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  roared  out  <  good 
God,  that  evei'  I  should  come  to  this  !' 

We  had  our  information  from  one.  of  his  people  that 
came  ashore  after  the  engagement,  and  was  taken  by  our 
scouts.  H^  likewise  saidy  that  many  were  kilted' in Itbe 
fleet,  whicd  had  siistaint^d  some  thousand  pounds  worth 
,  of  damage.  The  Fowey  and  Roebuck  were  the  lowermost 
ships,  besides  which  there  were  one  hundred  and  odd  sail 
of  large  vessels,  who  took  their  departure  on  Thursday 
afternoon  and  are  supposed  to  have  gone  into  Potomack. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  not  a  man,  but  poor  Captain  Arun- 
del, who  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  mortar  of  his  own 
invention,  although  the  General  and  all  the  officers  were 
against  his  firing  it.  His  zeal  for  the  service  cost  him  hia 
lifc.^' 

Immediately  after  this  defeat,  we  find  Dunmore  retreat- 
ing to  St.  George's  Island,  in  the  Potomack.    This  station.  . 
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he  fiHmd  no  less  unquiet  than  that  which  he  had  just  leA»    CHAP. 
He  w^  soon  compelled  to  abandon  it  by  a  brave  detach-       IX. 
ment  fi*oni  Maryland,  who  killed  11  of  his  men,  and  burnt 
two  of  bis  tenders.    Ascending  the  Potomack,   he  left,  on 
JDany  parls  of  its  banks*  hideous  traces  of  piratical  and  de- 
predatory warfare.    A  little  above  the  mouth  of  Aquia- 
ereeky  Air.  William  Bi*ent's  elegant  brick  house  was  burnt     juij  33. 
to    the  ground*    The  neighbouring  militia,  seized  with 
eauseless  alarm,  retired  without  opposing '  the  ravages  of ' 
the  lawless  free-booters,  who,  after  the  destruction  of  the     Dunmore 
housCf  wer^roceedi|ig  to  bum  a  valuable  merchant-tmill,  fj***  ^  ^^ 
at  a  small  distance,  when  30  of  the  Prinee- William  militia  ^^^"""^^^ 
happily  ar/ived,  advanced  with  fearless  step^  and  drove 
them  on  board.    The  spirit  and  bravery  of  the  people  of 
Stafibrd- county  in  general,  amply  redeemed,  on  subsequent 
occasions,  the  momentary  disgrace  of  that  nnaccounUible 
panic  ;*  but  the  circumstance  is  yet  well  remembered  in 
the  environs  ;  and  we  have  heard  more  than  once,   on  the 
very  ruins  of  the  prostrated  edifice,  the  ludicrous  account 
which  the  senile  garrulity  of  some  among  the  surviving 
actors  in  that  scene,  was  ever  ready  to  give.    It  appears  ^ 

that  the  Stafford  militia  mistook  the  detachment  from 
Prince- William  for  Englishmen,  and  exerted  all  the  agili- 
ty and  ingenuity  of  which  they  were  capable  to'  avoid  fall- 
ing into  their  hands.  Dunmore's  fleet,  consist! n;2:  of  the 
Roebuck,  Mciysury,  Otter,  an  armed  ship,  some  Gond^as^ 
and  several  Tenders,  having  taken  in  fresh  water,  fell 
down  the  river  on  the  ensuing  day.  They  had,  in  this  ex- 
pedition, met  with  a  severe  gale  of  wind,  which  drove  on 
shore  several  small  vessels  with  the  friends  of  the  British 
Crovernment  on  board.  These  were  made  prisonet*s,  and 
oent  to  Williamsburg  under  an  escort..  The  third  regi- 
ment and  other  troops  had  been  stationed  along  the  banks 
of  the  Potomack.  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemyy 
whilst  the  infant  Yirginian  fleet,  consisting  of  some  armed 
brigs  and  row  gallies«  was  ciniizing  for  them  in  the  bay. 
The  Boebuck  alone  could  protect  Dunmore  and  his  wretch* 
ed  followers.  The  expected  conflict  was  prevented  by  the 
flight  of  the  foe.  The  excessive  heat  of  the  season,  the 
putridity  of  the  water,  the  scantiness  and  bad  quality  of 
the  provisions  on  boai^d,  the  crouded  and  inconvenient  situ- 
ation of  the  people  there,  engendered  complicated  and  ma- 
lignant diseases,  which  hourly  plunged  into  a  watery  tomb 
multitudes  of  the  motley  band.  Thus,  loaded  with  the  Cx-  Leaves  Vir- 
ecration  of  the  country,  defeated  in  all  his  schemes  of  ci-  ^"*^* 
vil  dificord,  and  of  servile  and  savage  hustUity,  hunted 
from  station  to  station  by  the  resentment  of  an  injured  peo- 


•  Stafibrd  Ck)unty  gaid  to  the  revolution,  its  fiiU  quota  of  military  prow- 
iss.  It  gave  it  sanmng  other  heroes;  the  brave  and  amiable  William  Wash 
fti^ton,  whose  cminrcnt  sonrices,  wc  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  record. 
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CHAP,    pie,  naturalTj  prone  to  loyalty,  gratitude,  atfd  attaebm^nt, 
IX.        pursueil/asit  \\eie,  by  Heaven  and  the  elements  I  hem- 

^      seives,  Dunmopc,  viUh  a  wounded  and  humbled  spirit^  saw 

himself  reduced  fo  ilee  from  these  shores,  where  ht»  luid 


Augusts,  ^^P^*!  triumpbaiHly  to   plant  tbe  standaitl  of  despotism^ 
and  to  satiate  his  vindictive  and  haughty  passions  with  f  be 
%ars  and  abjection  of  the  feeble,  and  the  blood   of  the 
brave."  After  burnin«;  such  vessels  as  he  was  able  to  sparCj 
to  prevent  their  Tallin^  into  the  hands  of  the  Americaiw^ 
•  he  steered  for  Ljnhaven  bay  wirh  about  40  or  dOsail; 

and  then  parting  with  tbe  miserable  companions  of  bis 
disastrous  fate,  he  sent  some  of  them  to  St.  Augustine,  un- 
der convoy  of  the  Otter,  some  to  Bermuda,  some  to   the 
West-Indies,  and  some  to  Europe.     With  tlie  rest,  he  re- 
paired to  Sir  P.  Parker's  fleet,  and,  on  the  44<th  of  Ah- 
gust,  reached  Staten-Island,  where   General   Howe  had 
lately  been  joined  by  his  brother,  and   the  fleets  under 
convoy  orCommo<lon^  Hotham,and  the  Repulse.    Tcwai^ds 
tlie  close  of  this  eventful  year,  he  returned  to  EnglLnd  in 
^        the  Fowey. 
Hostilit^i        Another  branch  of  formidable  hostility  now  remained 
of  the  deck  iu  be  iOpped  off.    The  nefarious  plot,  at  the  head  of  which 
2x\d  Chero-    ^^i:  have  seen  the  adventurer  Connelly,  was  only 'part  of  an 
^^"  extensive  scheme,  which  liadl)een  early  fo;'med,  and  even 

after  the  detection  and  apprehension  of  that  infamoits  a- 
gent,  conlinued  to  be  actively  promoted,  and  now  broke 
put  in  several  places,  with  alarming  violence.  The  co- 
operation of  the  numerous  warlike  Indian  tribes,  bordering 
on  the  north  western  and  the  southern  settlements,  had 
been  courted  by  the  British,  ever  since  llie  eomrnencement 
of  the  contest.  In  theirwars  with  the  French,  they  had 
l.een  taught  the  importance  of  that  co  operation  ;  and  up- 
on it  and  the  eflbrts  of  the.  Loyalists,  who  abou  ided  in  those 
i*emote  settlements,  they  had  built  the  most  sunguine  ex- 
'  peetations.     Whilst  British  fleets  and  armies  should  assail 

and  lay  waste  the  Atlantic  regions,  the  Indians  -and  tbe 
disafiected  would,  by  simultaneous  hostilities,  in  the  north- 
west, the  west,  and  the  south,  divide  the  strength  and  at- 
tention of  the  Patriots,  eventually  efiect  a  junction  with 
the  Eastern  invaders,  or,  at  least,  greatly  favour  the  suc- 
cess of  their  phms,  by  well-timed  and  formidable  divem- 
ons.  Early  apprized  of  the  whole  extent  of  these  machi- 
nations, Congress  and  General  Washington  endeavoured  to 
-  counteract  their  mischievous  tendency.  On  the  side  of 
the  Lakes,  the  influence  of  General  Schuyler,  was  opposed 
to  that  of  Sir  John  Johnson.  Neutrality  was  solemnly 
promised  by  the  six^nations;  but,  as  their  warlike  and 
restles  temper,  together  with  their  avidity  for  T[ni1/tottM 
not  long  permit  them  to  remain  inactive  spectators  of  the 
contest,  care  was  taken  to  enlist  them  on^  the  side  of  A-! 
tneriea ;  a  measure  simply  retaliatory— and  stripped *of 
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its  orii^nal  odium^  hj  the  well  aseertained  imposstbility  of   cn  VP. 
fceepioglhe  Indians  neutral — by  the  limited  number  to  be        IX. 
employed,  which  number  was  not  to  exi*.eed  two  thuusand  ' 
—-and  by  the  eertainty  that  they  should  act,  only  against  *' 

other  savages,  or  against  English  mbn  in  arms,  and  (heir 
German  auxiliaries,  whereas  the  native  hordes  employed 
by  the  enemy,  ehiefly  directed  their  ferocious  and  unre- 
lenting  rage  against  pes^eeable  settlements,  where  age,  i^i^ 
funcy ,  and  the  helpless  sex,  indiscriminately  bled  under  ti*e 
murderous  tomahawk.    In  tlie  South,  Bi4tish  intrigue  pre-    .         '    ^ 
Vailed.    Stuart,  a  wily  and  indefatigable  Ministerial  Agents 
concerted  with  the  King^s  Governors  and  other  servants  of   « 
t,he  crown,  a  plan  oi'  co-operaOon  with  the  disaffected  and 
the  Indians,  against  the  Western  Frontiers  of  the  Southern 
States.    By  (he  providential  capture  of  Mones  Kirklandf 
one  of  the  Loyalists  concerned  in  that  plan,  the  atrocious 
means  to  which  the  British  administration  blushed  not  to 
resort,  were  bi*ought  to  light :  and  the  efforts  of  the  royal 
emissaries,  in  a  great  degree,  frustrated.    Tet,  the  impulse 
^i^ea.to  the  fierce  minds  of  those  ruthless  savages,  whose 
element  is  war,  could  not  be  checked.    Yielding  to  excite- 
ments, so  much  in  unison  with  their  inherent  brutal  ap- 
petite for  blood  and  rapine,  the  Creoks  first  took  up  the 
hatchet ;  and  their  incipient  hostilities  were  stamped  with 
the  usual  character  of  savage  warfare.    Finding,  however, 
that  no  British  assistance  was  likely  to  support  their  rash 
and  unwarrantable  aggression ;  threatened,  besides,  by  ad 
overwhelming  force  from  South-Carolina,  they  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  so  faithfully  adhered  to  the  terms  of  the  ^^^^J^^ 
peace  which  was  granted  to  th<»m,  that  they  refused  to 
neighliouring  tribes,  who  had  also  entered  upon  hostile  ope- 
rations, and  obstinktelv  persisted  in  that  barbarous  course^ 
succours  earnestly  andemphatically  demande<1,  returning 
in  answer,  <'  that  the  Cherokees  had  plucked  .the  thorn 
from  their  foot,  and  were  welcome  to  keep  it.". 

The  outrages  of  this  Tribe,  which  had  commenced  about 
the  time  of  the  attack  on  Sullivan's  Island,  were  soon  ex- 
tended to  the  frontier  settlements  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tir^nia.  Detaohm^ents  ft*om  the  nv;^  body  passed  over 
the  north-mountains,  penetrated  into  the  country  that 
ftretehes  along  the  western  foot  of  the  Blue>Bidge«and 
marking  their  route  with  blood  and  devastation,  spread 
terrord  andespondency  among  the  defenceless  inhabitants.       ^ 

So  much  insult  and  injury  called  for  signal  chastise >  Combinatl* 
ment ;  it  called  for  a  blow,  which  striking  into  the  hostile  on  'g^* 
hordei^  a  salutary  and  permanent  awe,  should  deter  them  ^^  *^^ 
from  again  engagine  in  British  alliance^*     Accordin$i;ly, 
the  southern  States  formed  a  comlnhation  for  utterly  des- 
troying the  Indian  settlements  along  their  borders.     Co- 
][onel  Williamson,  at  the  head  of  a  respectable  force^  ad- 
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a  peace 
vuh  ihc 
Cheiokees. 


tabeed  th/Sk  SAith  Cai^Una  against  tbb  lKi#er  Toivm  tif 
the  Cbereki^es,  ftlid  rav^ing  th^ir  M^hole  coiintW*.  drove 
l^hem  before  him*  iti  pr'eelpitate  flight,  to  the  Wilds  of 
'W^est-FIoHda,  ^h^te  Slimrt  dpened  to  them  an  ftsyliroiy 
and  maihtuSned  thehi  at  the  ex()etiee  of  the  British  go« 
Tenimeiit.    AgainlBt  their  Middle  Towns,  Gen-  Rutber* 
ford  fi*oai  N6ri  h  Carolina,  was  etfually  ^iiroessM.    At  Va% 
game  time,  thdr  I'einainlng  itettlements  yn^re  assailed,  t^ 
the  boath  by  the  Georgia  ftniliiia,  anid  to  the  North  h^ 
Col.  Cliristiuh,  wiih  isi  body  of  Virginia  troot>8.    At  tte 
approach  oi'  the  latter,  the  hostile  Indtaiis  rUpidty  re^r^at«r 
ed;  and  CoL  Christian,  after  eros'sing  it  he  B^adaadTen* 
nessee  rivers,  eame  in  view  of  tbeir  Upper  Towns.     The 
Celerity  and  boldae^  of  the  pursnit  struisk  tliose  sa^ag^a 
with  astOTiishment  and  dismay.    From  their  dark  fbres^ 
tbeir  ragged  paths,  their  extensive  morakses,  their  deqp^ 
impetuous  rivers,  with  abrupt,  ovetiiangihg  banks,  they 
had  hoped  for  proleetion  and  safety.    Disappointed  in  th«t 
hope,  and  left  at  the  uierey  of  their  pursuers,  they  sent 
Oueaoastota  and  thi*ee  other  Cfaiefe  lo  sue  for  peace,  ah^ 
if  granted,  to  settle  its  eonditioAs.    Col.  Christian  judgM 
that  leiiity  towai*ds  a  foe  now  impressively  eon^ineed  of 
the  strength  and  power  of  the  adjacent  Staters,  ¥^6nld#be 
the  most  eUgible  course.   Consequently,  after  making  atii 
example  of  four  Indian  Towns,  under  the  influence  of  a 
virulently  inimical  Chief,  and  in  one  of  which,  barbarity 
had  been  carried  so  far  as  to  burn  alive  a  white  prisoner^ 
he  conehlded  a  peace  with  the  supplieaht  Chiefs  on  the 
following  conditions.  ^<  All  captives  in  their  Towns,  white 
or  black,  were  to  be  delivered  up ;  those  belongiitg  to  Vir* 
ginia,  by  the  lOtb  of  February,  at  the  Longlshmd;  aiiid 
,  such  as  had  been  taken  frotn  the  Carolinas  or  Georgia^  at 
or  near  Kowee  as  soon*  as  possible  :   the  Cherokees  were, 
besides,  to  restore  tiie  l^orses,  oaltle,  and  other  property  . 
taken  from  the  inhabitants,  or  the  Value  ^erieof,  to  be 
aseertained  by  Commissioners  on  both  sides.   IVhite'tefu- 
gees,  if  demanded,  were  to  be- immediately %urrendei^ 
to  the  American  States.     All  matters  relating  to  laatb, 
boundaries,  trade,  agents,  and  people  residing  among  the 
Indians,  alliances,  man^hing  armies  through  their  coun- 
try, and  building  forts  therein,  were  to  be  Entirely  sub- 
mitted to  the  determination  of  the  State  of  Yirgiaia,  joint- 
ly with  a  number  of  their  own  Chiefs,  not  ex'reeding  five. 
War  was  to  cease,  and  peace,  harmony,  and  btH>tberly  af- 
fection to  tuke  its  place.  For  the  full  performance  of  these 
articles,  the  Indian  negociators  agreed  to  deliver  up  fifteen 
hostages,  such  as  Col.  Christian  t^hould  demand  of  thetn, 
ami  these  were  to  be  annually  exchanged  for  such  others 
as  the  State  of  Virginia  might  require  to  be  put  into  their 
hamls.''* 

•See  Purdie*s  Virginia Gaaette  of  November  ?9tb,  X7T6' 


The  expfsditioD  against  tbeie  saTage  nei^hbimvsy  beride    CHAF% 
the  advantage  of  defeatiog  British  iiitrigue»  and  of  neii^    -  I^» 
tr^jzing  the  n[iuixler<|U9i  fap-dreade4  tomahawk,  infused  j__j;g_ 
into  the  people  of  the  Sautbern  states  a  spirit  of  activity,     -  -   --  ~ 
vigor,  and  di^ciplinp,  119  less  fetal  to  the  designs  of  Great- 
Britain  than  actqal  victory.    At  the  eve  of  a  portentous 
^irisis,  ppwerfiil  exeitemeints,  ani)  situations  of  i^neon^imon 
dIflSiculty  and  peril,  were  useful.   They  called  forth  every 
ll^tent  energy:  an^  fi^rniph^  tjie  tnie  djagnostios  of  ge-  < 
BIOS,  t^enjt,  and  co^csige,  assigning  to  merit  of  any  sort 
its  proper  stati^ ;  a^d,  with'rapid  strides  advaneuig in- 
fant belligerents  in  the  career  of  military  expjeriehce  and 
skiti. «  / 

After  the  repulse  wbieh  the  British  fleet  h^d  eipperi.  GcrtLec 
enced  before  SuUiva^'s  ^slai^d.  General  Lee  repaired  tq  J^^^^^, 
Georgia.  There  he  continued  for  soii^^  weeis,  employing 
bi'nself  in  devising  aad  executing  schemes  for  the  defence 
of  that  State,  and  ip  making  preparaUqns  for  an  assault 
qpoQ  St.  Augustine.  H[e  had  already  proceeded  as  far  as 
Ogeechee,  when  the  critical  situation  of  the  American 
army,  near  New  York,  called  for  his  return  to  the  North. 
Cc^igres^,  placing  on  his  abilities  and  on  his  zeal,  a  well 
grounded  reliance,  judged  his  presence  necessary  at  a 
point  iipon  which  General  Howe  seemed  to  have  fixed  tq 
strike  sqme  fatal  ami  decisive  blow.  We  accordingly  find 
bid),  on  the  l*tb  of  Octoher,  on  York-lsland,  elating  th^ 
troops  with  that  cheerful  (^nfidenee  which  always  attend? 
great  military  talents ;  aqd  hy  his  seasonable  advice  pre- 
yetiting^  them  from  beiqg  enclosed  qn  all  sides  by  the  eneiny, 
in  tbeNorthem  fastnesses  of  that  perilous  station.  During 
l^is  stay  at  Savannah*  he  had,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Simr  La  Ptotnc,  addressed  to  the  French  Minister,  a  cir- 
^amstantial  devclopeinent  of  the  eventual  advantages  of  a 
•  political  and  commercial  connection  between  France  and 
the  United  States ;  so  intensely  bent  upon  whatever  had  a 
tendency  to  promote  the  interest  which  he  had  espoused, 
vas  that  ardent^  excursive,  and  soaring  genius  ? 

On  the  7th  of  October,  tiie  Legislature,  now  styled  the  First  meet. 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  met  at  Williamsburg,  in  ^^l^^"" 
eomormity  with  th6  appointment  of  the  late  Convention.  Assembly  of 
The  House  of  Delegates  unanimously  elected  the  v^nera-  virg^ia. 
ble  Edmund  Pendleton,  their  Speaker ;  and  a  similar  ho- 
nor  was  conferred  by  the  Senate  on  Archibald  Cary,  a 
gentleman  equally  distinguished  for  his  abilities,  integrity, 
and  energy.  Thomas  Jc&rson  having,  as  alreatly  noticed, 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  General  Congress,  now  acted  in 
the  particular  Legislature  of  his  native   State.    In  his 
room,    Benjamin  Harrison  was  replaced  on  the  list  of 
Congressional  Delegates,  and  the  thanUs  of  the  ponf™ 
Assembly  for  tlie  diligenoe,  skill,  and  virtue  with  which 
he  had  before  discharged  the  same  important  trust,  af- 
forded him  ampb  solace  lor  his  late  disappointment. 


i8t>  •      histohtof 

CHAP.        In  tracing  the  proceedings  of  this  first  session  of  the  Grc*«^ 
IX.       ner<ii  Assembly  of  Virginia,  after  the  declaration  of  Inde- 
pendenee,  we  mean  to  advert  only  to  its  most  important 
'^'  "►  aciS.  T;  Or**'  will  be  found  dictated  by  that  efHcient  wisdom^ 

char  0  erized  by  that  pure  ;;nd  ardent  patriotism,  which  a- 
lone  could  invigoi*ate  and  support  infant  liberty,  and  whicli. 
will  ever  be  remembered  as  having  consftituted  the  glori- 
ous spirit  of  1776. 
Chief  pro-  ^***'  of  the  earliest  Lcpslatlve  labours,  was  the  repeal  of 
ceediD^  of  s^H  ac.ts  of  Parliament  against  dissenters.  Those  acts 
tbfit  body«  wei*e  numerous,  absurd  and  oppressive.  The  deelaration 
of  Rights  had,  in  May  preceding,  solemnly  proclaimed 
*  the  free  .exercise  of  religion  ;  but  statutory  shackles  on 
the  consciences  of  tuen,  as  well  as  many  restraints  and 
oppressions  founded  in  the  common  law,  still  subsisted. 
The  present  state  of  things  and  opinions  loudly  called  for 
a  prom|it  and  adequate  remedy.  The  fatjiers  of  the  Co* 
lony  were  members  of  the  Anglican  Church,  and  it  had 
been  their  avowed  and  undeviating  policy  to  encourage 
the  doctrines  and  patronize  the  Cler^,  of  thtft  church. 
As  their  influence,  both  in  the  Legislative  and  in  the  exe- 
cutive bnvnch  of  the  Government,  was,  especially  in  such 
matters,  extensive  and  unopposed,  severe  penalties  had,  at 
different  periods,  been  sanctioned  and  exercised  against 
non- conformists,  particularly  against  Quakers.  It  is  true 
that  the  general  liberality  of  opinion  diifused  throughout 
Virginia  had  greatly  mitigated,  and,  it  might  be  aud,  an- 
^  nulled  in  practice,  roost  of  these  penal  regulations.  A 
mild  and  tolerating  spirit  animatetl  even  the  Episeopolian 
Clergy ;    and  dissenters  of  every  denomination  were  re- 

Sarded  with  christian  charity  and  benevolence.  Still  the 
isseriters  were  compelled  by  law  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  established  church ;  and,  at  the  time  under- 
view,  the  disdenters  constituted,  at  least,  two  thirds  of  the 
p<H)ple.  The  Anglican  Clergy,  deriving  from  never  fail- 
ing sources  a  permanent  and  fixed  revenue,  and  not  mere- 
ly emoluments  commensurate  with  their  individual  exer- 
'  tions  and  usefulness,  had  insensibly  lapsed  into  that  listless 
indolence  which  is  the  usual  result  of  ease  and  wealth. 
On  the  other  hand,  dissenting  ministers,  excited  by  the 
most  powerful  stimulants,  both  temporal  and  religious, 
had,  with  unabated  zeal,  laboured  for  the  dissemination  of 
their  tenets,  and  the  most  extensive  success  had  crowned 
tlieir  efibrf  8.  By  those  numerous  sectaries,  petitions  were 
now  presented  to  the  new  Legislature  from  almost  every 
.  -part  of  the  State.  In  general,  the  petitions  were  remark- 
able for  strength  of  reasoning,  and  elegsinee  of  expression. 
They  breathed  a  pure  and  glowing  attachment  to  repub- 
lican principles ;  developed  in  eloquent  strains,  those  over- 
powering arguments  in  support  of  libeHy  in  the  abstract, 
whi«h  gain  additional  force  when  applied  to  liberty  in  con* 
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eems  of  reKgion  ;  firmly,  yet  respectfully,  eotnplained  of  CH AP, 
burthens  and  restrictiohs  ineoDsistent  with  equal  rights  ;  iX. 
und  expressed  a  cheering  hope,  that,  when  the  many 
and  grievous  ^pressions  'of  the  Parent  State  had  placed 
Amerioa  under  the*  necessity  of  breaking  the  fetters  of  ty« 
Fdnny,  and  of  forming  independent  Governments  upon  o- 
quitable  and  liberal  foundations,  non-conformists8houhi.be 
freed  from  all  the  in  *umbranoes  which  a  spirit  of  domina- 
tion^  prejudice  or  bigotry,  had  interwoven  with  tbe  regal 
system*  It  was  well  known « they  said,  that  in  the  frontier 
eounties,  which  teemed  with  an  abundant  popniation,  the 
dissenters  had  borne  the  heav;y  burthens  of  purchasing 

flebes  and  supporting  the  established  Clergy,  where  few 
Episcopalians  could  be  found  either  to  assist  in  bearing 
the  expense^or  to  reap  the  advantage  ;  and  that  through- 
out  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  there  were  also  many 
thousands  of  zealous  friends  and  defenders  of  the  state^ 
who,  besides  tbe  invidious  and  disadvantageous  restricti- 
ons to  which  they  had  been  annually  subjected,  paid  large 
taxes  to  sujqioft  an  establishment,  from  which  their  eon-^ 
sciences  and  principles  obliged  them  to  dissent.    Taking^ 
other  views  of  the  subject,  connected  with  tlie  temporal  in* 
terests  of  the  community*  which  a  full  and  unrestrained 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  conscience  could  not  fail  to 
promote  ;  with  the  nature  of  Christianity,  whose  native 
excellence    required   not  the  aid   of   state    power   and 
support ;  with  the  inherent  rights  of  men,  whom  no  au- 
thority but  that  of  the  supreme  and  universalJudge,  can 
direct  %nd  bind  in  the  manner  of  discharging  the  duty 
which  they  owe  to  their  Creator,  they  earnestly  intrealed  - 
for  all  religious  sects  "  protection  in  the  full  exercise  of 
their  several  modes  of  worship,  and  exemption  from  the 
payment  of  all  taxes  for  the  support  of  any  church  whate- 
ver, farther  than  what'might  be  agreeable  to  their  own 
private  choice,  or  voluntary  obligation.'** 

These  bold  and  palpable  truths,  and  the  result  which 
they  threatened,  roused  the  privileged  Clergy  from  their 
protracted  inertness  ;  and  counfer-^mcmonals,  in  which 
the  Methodists  joineth  as  a  religious  society  in  communion 
with  the  church  of  England,  solicited  the  continuance  of 
the  ecclesiastical  establishment,  upon  principles  of  justice, 
wisdom  and  poliey.  The  Episcopalian  ministers,  it  was 
urged,  when  they  undertook  the  charge  of  Parishes  An 
Virginia,  depended  on  the  public  faith  for  receiving  that 
compensation  for  their  services,  during  life,  or  good  beha- 
viour, which  the  laws  of  the  land  promised,  a  tenure,  e- 
qually  sacred  as  that  by  which  every  man  in  the  sta^e  held, 

•  See,  in  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Dele^tes  for  1776,  tbe  variorii 
petitions  of  the  Dissenter^*  particularly  tlie  memorial  from  tlie  I'rcbbyiepy 
of  Hanover. 
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CRAP,    and  had  seenred  to  him  hu  private  propevty*    SmU  ofOa^ 
£S.       Clergy  as  were  yet  improvided  for^  bad  eiitjered  into  holjr 
.   orders  with  e^spectatioDs  which  it  wimld  be  uiyust  to  friu»* 
trate,  their  early  years  having  •been  entirely  devoted  to 
preparatory  acquirements*     The  Epi^dMipaiian^  did  110C 
mean  to  encroach  on  the  religious  rights  of  aiiy  sect  or  de- 
nomination of  men  ;  yet,  they  conceived  a  religioua  esta* 
blishment  in  a  state,  conducive  to  its  peace  and  h^pines^ 
The  [H*aetice  of  mankind  b^ing  inflaenced  by  their  opii|ioi|» 
and  no  opinions  having  a  greater  tencfen^y  to  promote  viiv 
tu^,  than  the  doctrines  of  Christianity^  it  was  wise  to  en* 
courage  and  support  a  body  of  able  flusd  virtuous  Aposllcis 
of  those  doctrines — Should  the  ohncch  establishment  be  a- 
bolishcd,  and  all  denominations  of  chpisfLis^,  placed  up- 
on alevcK  it  could  not  be  supposed  th^  ti|is  equality  wouU 
long  continue,  on  that  no  attempt  wpuld  be  mad|$  for  siipo- 
ridrity.    Much  eonfusioo,  and  prob^y  civil  commotions 
would  attend  the  contest — ^Fina^y,  a|i  appe^  was  matjle  ft^* 
the  decision  of  so  important  a  pointy  to  thp  sentiqients  aoid 
wishes  of  the  pet^le  at  large-f*-The  fiinal  determination  of 
the  House,  ought,  it  was  asserted,  to  be  deferred  until  th^ 

! general  sense  of  the  good  people  of  Yirgii^ia  eonld  be  eol* 
eeted  on  the  subject ;  and  the  petitioners  conjcluded  by 
stating,  that  the^  had  the  best  reasons  to  believe  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  desired  to  see  the  cbnn^  establish- 
ment continued  on  that  pre-eminent  footing,  which  t^ 
practice  of  many  years  bad  consecrated. 

After  a  long  aud  solemn  debate  on  this  momet^toys  que^ 
tion^  the  General  Assembly  passed  an  act,  annulling  all 
aikd  every  act  of  Parliament,  by  whatever  title  Kpown  or 
distinguished,  which  rendered  criminal  thi^^  n^^^itaioiog 
any  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  forbearing  to  repair  to 
church,  or  exercising:  any  mode  of  worship  whatever,  or 
which  prescribed  punishments  for  the  same.     By  this  act, 
^1  societies  of  dissenters  were  exempted  from  contributing 
to  the  support  and  mainienf^nee  of  the  established  church* 
Salaries,  however,  and  arrears  of  salaries^  due  to  the  EpiS" 
copalian  ministers,  to  the  first  day  of  January  following, 
were  secured  to^thera  by  a  levy  and  assiessment  on  all  tith- 
ables  within  the  several  Parishes.     The  glebes  already 
purchased,  the  churches  and  chappels  already  built,  and 
other  appendages  of  (he  established  clergy,  were  saved  and 
reserved  for  their  use.     The  problematical  question  of  a 
general  assessment,  or  of  voluntary  contributions,  for  reU* 
cious  purposes,  was  left  to  the  decision  of  a  future  Assem* 
bly  ;  and  the  fixed  salaries  of  the  clergy,  subsequently  to 
the  date  above  mentioned,  were  suspended  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Assembly,     In  October,  1779,  this  sus- 
pension was  made  perpetual. 

Thus  was  the  cause  of  equal  rights  and  religions  liberty 
considerably  advanced.     Yet»  this  was  only  a  eQmproim9e 
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t^  Buu^tiened  by  the  eoi^miHi  law,  still  remained  in  foree.       IX« 
A  singular  mixture  ef eivil  ffeedoin  and  religiottft  slavery! 
It  was  reserved  for  the  CreAeral  Asseifibly  (^  trw^  f  o  wipe 
aw^y  this  stigma,  by  eempletely  establishing  the  rights  of 
eonaeieneet  and  exp^AOging  fhnn  the  oode  of  a  free  petoplot . 
every  ttpaee  of  inquisitorial  iaf  eleraaee  and  absariliiy. 

When,  upon  the  representations  of  the  Commander  ia 
Chief,  and  the  palpable  mrgeney  of  existii^  eireumstaneest 
the  Oeneral  Congress  found  it  necessary  that  the  ai*miea 
^the  United  States  shanld  be  augmented  to  SS  batlali* 
•aa,  to  >sei*ve  during  the  eontinuanee  of  the  war^  a  quota  of 
f&lMiltalions  was  assigned  to  Virginia.     Of  the  9  battaU-» 
oos  before  torganized,  eight  were  already  in  the  Contineiiir 
tai  serviee,  Md  the  other  had  befen  dissolved  by  the  oxpi« 
ration  <if  the  time  for  whieh  the  men  eomposi^g  it  had  beeis 
enlisted.    This  ninth  battalion  was  ordered  to  be  re-ei* 
tiAlidhed  by  new  levies  ^i  and  six  additional  battalions  ta 
be  mSsed,  on  Continental  pay.  labei^  bounties,  and  other 
enoonrageraentsy  promoted  this  important  measure.    Suob 
Was  the  convietion  of  an  imperious  neeossity  for  milit«ury 
streiM^  and  resistaricOf  that  recruiting  officers  from  thie 
Caroiinasi  and  Creorgia,  werepermitt^  to  enlist  men  im 
the  State,  under  certain  restrictions.    Particular  attenti- 
on was  paid  to  the  organization  of  a  naval  force :  The  row 
gallics  already  built  were  offered  to  the  General  Congress 
for  the  transportation  of  the  forces  on  the  continental  es^ 
taUidhmeat;  more  were  directed  to  be  constructed,  and  a 
similar  measure  recommended  to  the  neighb<mnng  State 
oflf^yland.    Bodies  of  Ii^antry  and  Cavalry,  expediti- 
ously raised  «nd  admirably  officered,  received  orders  to 
jirfa  Gietteral  Washington  with  all  possible  speed     The  in- 
habUants  of  the  State  were  requested  to  furnish  these' 
troops  with  as  many  blankets  as  they  e^'uM  spare  from 
^ir  families  ;  and  this  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  a  gene- 
rous people,  was  cheerfully  obeyed.  Measures  for  internal 
dcfenee  and  security,  were  also  adopted  with  salutary  vigor 
and  promptitude  ;*  fortifications  were  erected  at  various 
important  points,  and  three  battalions  of  infantry  raised 
i^r-garr^aing  them ;  directions  were  issued  for  collect- 
iig  die  copper  and  brass,  scattered  through  the  State,  and 
sasting  tte  same  into  cannon ;  deposits  for  naval  stores 
vere  establishftfl  in  convenient  situations ;  an  additional 
number  of  ntarines  and  seamen  procured,  and  the  armed 
vesseb  belonging  to  the  country  ordered  to  cruize  on  the 
enemy.    The  working  of  lead  mines  was  also  particularly 
encouraged. 
In  the  midst  of  these  warlike  provisions,  other  ol^jects 
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CHAP,  vrere  not  forgotten.  I'he  Oovernor  ivae  enpowered  to 
IX.  purchase  all  the  salt  that  might  be  imported  into  the  State 
for  six  months  to  come,  amjl  (o  distribute  the  same  amongsf 
the  inhabitants  of  the  diiferent  counties,  in  such  propor- 
tions as  tlieir  exigencies  might  require,  regard  being 
principally  bad  to  such  counties  us  were  farthest  removea 
from  salt  water.  Afterwards,  the  engrossing  of  this  im- 
portant article  was  severely  prohibited  by  the  Legislature, 
as  well  as  the  exportation  of  beef,  poi^,  bacoh>  and  other 
provisions. 

The  Governor,  Patrick  Henry,  laboured  ^t  this  time 
under  a  severe  i^dis|M)si(ion  The  House  of  Delesates, 
and  the  Senate,  acquainted  by  a  letter  from  him  wit^  this 
Unhappy  circumstance,  owing  to  which  the  discharge  of 
liis  official  duties  must  necessarily  be  interrupted,  readily 
concurred  in  a  resolution  approving  of  his  design  to  retire 
into  the  counti7  for  the  recoveiy  of  his  health.  By  the 
eohstitution,  it  was  directed,  thai,  in  case  of  the  death,  in- 
ability, or  necessary  absence  of  the  Governor,  the  Pi'csi- 
dentofthe  Council  should  act  as  Lieutenant-Governor; 
but  under  similar  circumstances  in  resjiect  to  the  Governor 
and  President  of  the  Council  at  the  same  time,  no  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  exercise  of  the  executive  powers  of 
govemmeot.  To  remedy  this  defect,  it  was  enacted  that, 
in  the  event  alluded  to,  the  first  Privy  Counsellor,  aecdH- 
ing  to  the  order  of  priority  in  nomination  and  election*  who 
should  be  present  and  able,  should  act  as  lieutenant-Go- 
vemor,  and  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  authority 
belonging  to  that  office. 

In  the  course  of  this  session,  it  appeared  that  one  David 
Rogers,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  other  iqjudiei- 
ous  schemers,  had,  in  the  preceding  summer,  formed  a 
plan  for  erecting  a  separate  government  within  certain  li- 
mits, embracing  the  district  of  West- Augusta,  and  for  that  , 
purpose  circulated  a  memorial  at  Pittsburg,  and  other 
places.  Finding  their  scheme  vigorously  opposed,  the 
framers  of  this  design  did  not,  however,  despair  of  see- 
cess.  They  dispersed  advertisements  without  any  signa- 
ture, directing  the  people  to  choose  men  to  meet  and  con- 
sult whether  application  should  be  made  to  Congreas  ibr  I 
laying  off  the  country  within  the  specified  limits,  iatJ  a 
new  government;  or  whether  they  would  not  immediately 
proceed  to  Colonise  themselves  by  their  own  authority*  aod 
send  Delegates  to  Congress,  to  represent  them  as  the  four* 
teenth  link  in  the  American  chain.  Mr.  Rogers,  and  bis 
associates  in  this  prematui*e  plan,  refused,  in  July,  to  take 
an  oath  prescribed  by  the  late  Convention,  and  persisted 
in  using  all  their  influence  to  make  proselytes  to  their  &- 
vouidte  scheme  of  a  new  government.  ^Fhe  Legislature, 
loudly  reprobating  this  ill-timed  desigUt  instructed  tlt^ 
Virginian  Delegation  in  Congress^  vigorously  to  oppose  its 
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Meon^bmrat^  in  oase  ibe  eoDfempIated  attempt  were  CHAP, 
made;  aad  an  aet  was  passed  ascei*fkinin|^  the  I>diind<.i7  IX 
between  the  eounty  of  Augu^U,  diviuinK  Uie  said  clisfriet 
into  three  distinet  eotintiesy  Ohio«  Yohpgan]a«*and  Monon- 
galia«  and  oialung  suiiaUe  provisions  for  the  administra- 
tion «f  jtistiee,  and  other  civil  purposes,  in  those  new 
eoanties* 

Among  the  maltiplied  labours  of  this  active  session,  we 
remariL  the  orsanization^of  a  court  of  admiralty ;  certain 
&eilities  affbraed  to  persons  living  in  other  countries,  to 
dispose  of  their  estates  in  Virginia;  judicious  and  saluta- 
17  restraints  on  the  operations  of  the  acts  for  limitation  of 
•etimis,  and  recording  deeds  in  certain  cases ;  humane 
lad  efficient  provisions  for  paupers  and  lunatics ;  a  deda.- 
ration  that  tenants  of  lands  and  slaves  in  tailie*  should 
bold  the  same  in  fee  simple ;  the  establishment  of  naval 
oflicers  and  of  auditors  of  public  accounts ;  a  definition  of 
treason,  and  regulatvms  for  the  punish  fnent  of  certain  of* 
fenees.  These  regulations,  threatened  with  fine  and  im* 
prisonment,  the  fine  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  twepty  tbtiu- 
sand  pounds,  nor  the  imprisonment,  the  term  of  five  years, 
any  person  residing,  or  being  vrithin  the  CommonWealtb 
of  Virginia,  who  should  by  any  word,  open  deed,  or  act, 
advisedly  or  willingly  maintain  and  defend  the  authority^ 
jnriadiction,  or  power  of  the  King,  or  I^irlianient  of  Great- 
Britain,  heretofore  claimed  and  exercised  within  this  Co* 
tony«  or  should  attribute  any  such  authority,  jurisdiction-, 
or  power  to  the  said  King  or  Parliament.  The  same  pe- 
nalties were  denounced  against  any  person,  who  should,  in 
like  manner,  endeavonr  to  excite  the  people  to  resist  the 
Sovernment  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  by  law  established, 
or  persuade  them  to  return  to  a  dependence  upon  the  Crown 
of  Great-Britain,  or  who  should  excite  or  raise  tumults 
ind  disorders  in  the  State,  or  who  should  terrify  and  dis- 
eourage  the  people  from  enlisting  into  the  service  of  the 
Commonwealth,  or  dispose  them  to  favor  the  enemy.  An 
additional  clause  in  this  act  prohibited  all  merchants,  tra- 
ders* and  others  to  import  into  Virginia  from  Great-Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  or  the  British  plantations  in  the  West-Indies, 
uiy  goods,  %ares,  or  merchandize  whatsoever*  except  salt 
from  Bermuda  and  the  Bahama-Islands,  and  such  other 
trtieles  as  might  be  allowed  by  the  Genera'  Congress ;  it 
farther  imposed  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  on  all  exports 
from  the  Commonwealth,  except  on  articles  exchanged  for 
salt  and  other  licensed  objects. 

•  Tliis  bill  soppressinj^  entails,  was  one  of  many,  framed  by  that  eroi- 
aent  patriot,  Tho«  Jefferson,  witb  1^  view  to  crush  forever  the  eternal  an- 
ttgonism  of  artificial  aristocracy  against  the  rifchts  and  happiness  of  the 
people.  We  will  fully  develope  that  grand  and  beneficial  plan,  when  we 
come  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Bevisor*. 

3  A 
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Chap.  Hie  injuriouBinfloeiice  of  British  merehantBy  and  their 
IX.  frequent  opportunities  to  seduce  and  eorrupt  the  minds  of 
the  peoples*  and  to  hoM  eorrespondenee  wilh^  and  giye  in« 
telligenee  to  tbo  enemy,  induced  a  resolution  of  the  Le^s* 
lature^  desiring  the  Governor  and  Couneil  to-eause  all  suck 
'  eharaclers  to  deimrt  the  OommonYvealth,  by  immediately 
putting  into  execution  the  stalute  of  the  27ih  of  Edward 
III,  chapter  17,*  against  all  the  natives  of  Great-Britaio, 
who  were  partners  vvith,  factors,  agents,  store-keepers, 
assistant  store-keepers,  or  clerks  for  any  merchant^  or 
meroliants  in  Great  Britain,  at  the  time  the  act  of  the 
British  Parliament  for  restraining  the  trade  of  America, 
and  seizing  Colonial  property  on  the  water,  took  plae^  ex- 
cept only  such  oF  them  as  had  heretofore  uniformly  mani- 
fested n  friendly  disposition  to  the  American  oause«  or  were 
attached  to  the  country  by  having  wives  or  children  in  it. 
Those  subjects  of  the  British  Monarch  who  should  satisfy 
the  Governor  and  Council  that  they  had  not  been  able  to 
procuire  other  means  of  departure,  might,  it  was  provided^ 
frave  their  pasage  to  any  foreign  [torts  in  such  vessels  of 
the  State  as  the  Govemor  and  Council  should  direct;  and 
all,  or  any  of  ihem,  who  should  be  found  in  the  country, 
after  the  lime  respectively  allowed  them  to  depart,  were 
to  be  conHnef]  as  enemies  and  prisoners  of  war. 

Tlie  TiTasarcr,  R.  C.  Nicholas,  i*esigned  his  oflSce,  a- 
bout  this  time.  He  assigned  two  reasons  fur  doing  so. 
Indisposition  rendered  him  unable  to  undergo  the  hmori- 
ous  duties  of  his  de|mrtment,  with  that  alacrity  and  attea- 
tion  whii'h  their  importance  and  a  regard  to  his  own  health 
i*equired ;  and,  besides^  the  new  form  of  government  ex- 
eluded  the  Treasurer  from  election  to  a  seat  in  the.L^s- 
lature.  He  would,  he  said,  under  such  eiraumstanees  have 
oflTered  his  resignation  sooner,  but  he  had  conceived  it  im* 
proper  to  do  so,  until  the  more  pressing  demands  upon  the 
Treasury  were  satisfied,  to  prevent  any  embarrassment  in 
the  public  afiUirs,  or  before  he  had  fully  accounted  for  the 
large  snms  of  money  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted. 
The  thanks  of  the  House  were  returned  to  this  meritorious 
and  virtuous  officer  for  his  great  assiduity,  care,  and  fide- 
lity in  the  execution  of  his  arduous  functions*  The  oouo- 
try,  it  was  observed,  reluctantly  yielded  to  the  circumstan- 
ces which  intruced  his  resignation ;  and  to  obviate  Che  in- 
eonveniencies  which  his  immediate  retreat  might  produffy 
he  was  earnestly  requested  to  continue  to  act  as  Treasurer 
until  the  end  of  the  session.  Deeply  impressed  with  such 
marks  of  gratitude,  approbation,  and  confidence,  and 
warmly  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  community,  Mr.  Ni- 
cholas complied  with  the  desire  of  the  Legislature,  observ- 
ing that.  At  the  expiration  of  the  contemplated  term,  he 

*  See  Append!^  No.  1^ 
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^ronld  svrrmMler  the  office  to  his  saecessor,  ^  he  trusted   CHAP^ 
wicbeleao  bands,  and  he  could  assure  the  House*  with       IX. 
empty  ones*''    George  Webb  was  that  successor.  % 

JSTanierous  petitions  for  relief,  and  other  olgeets,  oecu- 
fued  the  attention  of  a  Legislature^  popular  in  its.esseneef 
and  disposed,  of  course,  to  extend  its  biencvolent  and  gene- 
rous aid  to  sufferers  of  all  descriptions.  The  personal  estate 
of  Dttumore  had  been  sold,  and  bis  lands  rented  out,  by 
order  of  the  late  Convention.  Tlie  proceeds  were  applied 
to  the  payment  of  all  just  claims,  public  or  private,  agaia&t 
tlie  fugitive  Grovemor. 

'^Fhe  late  change  introduced  in  the  form* of  government, 
had  rendered  it  neeessai^  to  make  corresponding  change^ 
in  the  laws  heretofore  in  force,"^  many  of  which  were  in- 
aypiicable  to  the  powers  of  government,  as  now  organized, 
others  were  founded  on  principles  beterogeneouH  to  the 
refiuliliean  spirit,  others  whicb^  long  before  such  change^ 
haid  been  oppressive  to  the  people,  could  yet  never  be  re« 
pealed  while  the  regal  power  oontinned,  and  others,  having 
taken  their  origin  while  the  ancestors  of  the  Virginians 
remained  in  Britain,  could  not  be  well  adapted  to  their  pre* 
sent  circumstances  of  time  and  place.   It  was  also  necessa- 
ry to  introduce  certain  other  laws,  which,  though  proved 
by  the  experience  of  other  States  to  be  friendly  to  liberty 
and  to  (be  rights  of  mankind,  the  citizens  of  Tii^nia  had 
not  heretofore  been  permitted  to  adopt.    As  9,  work  of  such 
magnitude.  labour,  and  difficulty,  could  not  be  effected 
dnnng  the  short  and  busy  term  of  a  session  of  Assembly^ 
it  was  enacted  that  a  Committee,  consisting  of  five  persons 
should  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  (three 
of  whom  to  be  a  quorum)  who  should  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  revise,  alter,  amend,  repeal,  or  introduce  all 
or  any  of  the  said  laws,  to  form  the  same  into  bills,  and 
report  them  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  As&embly. 
Suitable  provisions  were  added  to  render  the  execution  of 
this  important  task  as  prompt  and  easy  as  its  nature  could 
well  allow ;  and  the  bills  to  be  prepared  and  repotted  by 
the  Committee  of  Reviftors,  were  to  receive^  in  the  usual 
form,  the  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly,  lieforc 
they  acquired  the  character  and  authority  of  laws.   Thos. 
Jefferson,   Edmund  Pendleton,  George  Wythe^  George 
Mason,  and  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee for  that  important  revision.    From  the  converging 
rays  of  legal  wisdom  which  those  gentlemen  were  able  to. 
condense  into  one  focus,*  a  pure  and  refulgent  light  was 
expected,  which  woyld  dispel  the  Inauspicious  darkness  in 
^hich   the  Virginian  code  was  then  immersed.    We  will 


•  See  preamble  to  tlie  act  for  the  revision  of  the  laavs,  in  the  Arp^' 
f^lx  to  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  fcir  1776. 
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CHAP,   have  occasion,  in  the  sequel  of  onr napratire,  to iio(i<!ie fflor 

I    .       ivsuli  of  this  noble  and  pre-eminently  nseftil  seheme.  Tlie 

CO  operation  of  George  Wythe  appearing  essential,  the 

patriotic  Mann  Page,  of  Spottsylvania,  was  elected  his 

successor  in  the  Congressional  Delegation. 

The  decisive  step  of  independence,  and  the  firm  atti- 
tude assumed  by  th^  new  republic,  opened,  it  was  thought, 
a  favorable  prospect  for  foreign  alliances.  It  was  under- 
stood that  the  Members  of  the  French  Cabinet,  eager  to 
renew  the  contest  fon  maritime  superiority,  and  to  humblo 
British  arrogance,  viewed  with  secret  exultation  the  re»ist- 
ance  of  America,  and  wished  to  seize  on  this  advantagi^ous 
opportunity  for  a  successful  war  with  England.  Listen- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  policy,  the  American  Congn^ss  re- 
solved to  appoibt  three  Commissioners  to  the  Court  of 
France;  and  Beujamin  Fr-ankiin,  Silas  Deane.  and  Thos. 
Jefferson,  were  honoured  with  their  choice.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  President  of  Congress^ 
explains  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  decline  the  ap- 
pointment. 

"WutLiAMSBURG,  Oct*r.  licb,  17T6. 
Honorable  Sm, 

Your  favour  of  the  50th,  together  with  the  resolutions  of 
Congress,  of  the  '^6ih  ultimo,  came  safe  to  hand.  It  would 
argue  great  insensibiliiy  in  me.  could  I  receive  with  indif- 
ference, so  eonfldenlial  an  appointment  from  your  Body. 
My  thanks  are  a  poor  return  for  the  partiality  they  have 
been  pleased  to  entertain  for  me,  Ko  oares^for  my  own 
person,  nor  yet  for  my  private  affairs,  would  have  induced" 
one  moment's  hesitation  to  accept  the  chai*ge«  But  cir- 
cumstances very  peculiar  in  the  situation  of  my  family, 
such  as  neitlier  permit  me  to  leave,  nor  to  carry  it,  compel 
me  to  ask  leave  to  decline  a  service  bo  bonoi*able.  and,  at 
the  same  time,  so  important  to  the  Ajnerican  cause.  The 
necessity  under  which  I  labour,  and  the  conflict  I  have  un- 
dergone for  three  days,  during  which  1  could  not  deter- 
mine to  dismiss  your  messenger,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my 
pardon  with  Congress ;  and  I  am  sure  there  are  too  many 
of  that  bod)  to  whom  they  may  with  better  hupe^  confide 
thisH^harge,  to  leave  them  under  a  moment's  difficulty  in 
making  a  new  choice.  I  am,  sir,  with  the  most  sincere  at- 
tachment to  your  honorable  Body,  and  the  great  eause 
they  support,  their  and  your 

Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THb's  JEFFEBSON. 

Dr.  Arthur  Lee,  wliom  his  Monilor^s  Letters^  in  vindi- 
cat  ioh  of  Colonial  rights,  his  subsequent  services  as  Agent 
for  Virginia  in  England,  ami  his  anient  devotion  to  the  A- 
merican  cause,  justly  recommended  to  the  public  esteenx, 
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.  ^        ■ 
'Wmstlii^^p^ointed,  intheroomof  Mr.  Jeflfei^iHi;  a^        CHAP* 
Joined  hh  eoileames.  ^Dr.  FraakUn  and  Mr.   DeaAO,  at       IX. 
P&ris^  in  D^oeoiber  foUowmg. 

When,  towar^h  die  dme  of  Uib  semioa,  the  Lei^islature 
Off  Vir^ia  beheld  the  awful  and  critieal  situation  of  Aine* 
riea — the    enemy  hi  posseasion  of  New  York — General 
"Waehington  preeipitately  retreating  through  the  JersejSt 
before  an  overwhetmlng  foree— «aad  the  salvation  i^  the 
eountry,  depending  next  toprovidentiat  aid,  on  some  extra* 
ordinary  nieaflmres«nd  effisi'ts— f»everal  of  i4s  niera{>er99  ae- 
tVAted,  it  is  tli#ught»  hy  laudahle  inlentions,  bat  struok 
TTith  eauselessf  or  at  least*  e^tagj^rated  alarm^  iiod  misap- 
plying the  example  of  the  Romaa  republic,  in  fimes  of  ex» 
tre  me  danger,  proposed  and  advocated  a  step,  in  itself  more 
formidable,  and  event'tiaily  ihore  fatal  to  the  liberties  and 
happiness  of  i lie  people,  Hian  the  Brilish  arms.     This  was 
no  lees  than   the  surrender  Into  a  single  band  of  every 
porwrer,  legislalive.  executive,  and  judiciary,  civil  and  mi« 
litarv  of  lite  and  of  death,  over  the  persons  and  the  proper- 
ties of  the  citizens  ;  nothinf;  less  Ihan  the  sidistifutionofa 
despotic  in  lieu  of  a  limited  monarch  ;  nolhing  less,  in 
short,    than   the  appointment  of  a  Dielator  /     Strange 
Minditess  !  ona4«eoiintable  infatuation  !  where  was  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  measure  ?  or  its  necessity  ?  or  its  ex- 
pedleiiey  ?     But,  it  would  ill  tiecome  us  to  offer  our  feeble 
remarks  on  this  momentous  subject^  after  the  eloquent* 
nervous,  aiid  overpowering  developeaient  ofit,  which  the 
utraming  voice  of  a  venerable  sage  and  Patriot*  has  so- 
lemnly impressed  on  the  minds  of  his  country-men.     With 
him  we   are  willing  to  acquit  the  consciences^  whilst  we 
impeach  fhejudgment.  of  those  who  fell  into  an  error  so 
palpable,  and  so  frau$f:lit  with  peril  and  mischief;  with 
bira   we  experience  increased   surprise   and  indignation, 
when  we  see  ihe  same  proposition  repeated  in  June,  1781, 
and  wanting  only  a  few  votes  of  being  passed  ;  and  with 
him  we  are  firmly  convinced^  that  if  in  either  case,  pro- 
motes of  a  design  so  vitally  fatal,  supposed  in  the  people 
sueh  resignation  as  to  stiffer  themselves  to  be  deliveied  o- 
Ter  to  the  rods  and  hatchet  of  a  Dictator,  they  totally  mis- 
took their  eharaeter  !     We  have  not  been  able  to  probe  to 
the  quick,  of  this  political  ulcer;  Mr.  Jefferson  who  had  la- 
boured in  the  common  cause  with  the  men  who  advocateil 
the  obnoxious  measure,  and  often   proved  the  purity  of 
their  principles,!  impeaches  their  judgment  only,  as  be- 
fore observed.    Let  it  be  so!    I^t  no  secret  putridity  of 
heart,  and  profligacy  of  principles,  be* suspected  in  aconsir 
derable  portion  of  <Mhat  plurality,  in  whose   hands   the 


*  See  JefferwfCB  notes  on  Virarinith  Query  XIIT,  Constitution,  8c«. 
I  Sec  notes  on  Virginia ;  uhi  Supra, 
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CHAP,  peoide  ^ad  placed  the  powers  of  GrdTernnMitf  to  prevent. 
IX.  theeorrupt  will  of  any  one  man  from  oppreflsiog  them  m 
future  !'*  It  i^pean,  from  coDcurring  reports^  that  this 
dictatorial  scheme  produced,  in  the  Legislature^  unusHal 
beat  and  violence.  The  members  who  ikvoredt  and  those 
who  opposed  it,  walked  the  streets  on  different  sides.  I  he 
Tenerable  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  Archibald  Cary«  mani- 
fested on  the  occarion,  a  republican  stunness,  which  plaees 
him  by  the  side  of  Cato,  or  even  Brutus. 

That  Mr.  Henry  was  the  person  in  view  for  the  Dicta- 
torship, is  well  ascertained  ;  and  the  bold,  impassionedy 
andenei^tie  temper  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  Justi- 
fies a  belief  of  whatever  is  connected  with  rq^ublicatt  firm- 
ness and  decision. 

Although  the  dictatorial  plan  was  relinquished,  it  ap- 
peared advisable  to  adopt  certain  measures  to  the  evident 
and  urgent  necessity  of  the  times.  Additional  powers  weret 
therefore,  conferred  on  the  Governor  and  Council,  for  a  li- 
mited period,  for  the  most  vigorous  atid  efiiBctual  means  to 
repel  the  invasions  of  Ihe  enemy.  The  Governor  was  fully 
-^  authorized  and  empowered,  by  and  witli  the  advice  anti 
consent  of  the  Privy  Council,  from  henceforward,  undl 
ten  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly, 
to  carry  into  execution  such  requisitions  as  might  be  made 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  by  the  American  Con- 
gress, for  the  purpose  of  encountering  or  repeilkig  the  ene- 
my, to  order  the  three  battalions  on  the  pay  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Yirgmia,  to  march  (if  necessary)  to  join  the  * 
continental  army,  or  to  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  U- 
niled  States  ;  to  call  forth  any  and  such  greater  military 
force,  as  they  should  judge  requisite,  either  by  embodying 
companies  or  regiments  of  Volunteers,  or  by  raising  addi- 
tional battalions,  appointing,  and  commissioning  their  pro- 
per officers,  and  to  direct  their  op^*ations  within  the  State, 
under  the  command  of  the  continental  Crcnerals,  or  other 
officers,  according  to  their  respective  ranks ;  or  order  them 
to  march  to  join  and  act  in  concert  with  the  continental 
army,  or  the  troops  of  any  of  the  American  States — and  to 
provide  for  their  pay,  supply  of  provisions,  arms,  and  other 
necessaries,  at  the  charge  of  the  Commonwealth^  by  draw- 
ing on  the  Treasurer  for  the  money  that  might  be  necessary 
'  from  time  to  time.  The  Treasurer  was,  aceordin^y,  aulho- 
rized  to  pay  such  warrants  out  of  the  public  money  which 
might  be  in  his  hands,  and  if  any  deficiency  should  occur, 
the  general  Assembly  were  to  make  ample  provision  for  it." 
A  concluding  resolution  ran  in  the  following  words : 

*'  Resolvedr^ThM  our  Delegates  be  instructed  to  recom- 
mend to  the  eoQsideralion  of  Congi*ess,  whether  it  may  not 
be  necessary  and  expedient,  in  the  present  dangerous  and 
eritical  situation  of  America,  in  order  to  give  vigour,  ex- 
pedition, and  8eci*ecy  to  our  military  measures;  to  invest 
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ike  Comteandar  in  Chief  of  the  Amerieaii  fiirces,  with    GHAP. 
more  ample  and  extensive  powers  for  eondueting  the  ope*       IX« 
rations  of  the  war  ;  and  that  they  will  earnestly  exhort  the 
different  Legislatures  of  the  United  Amerioan  States  to  a-    '" 
doptthe  most  speedy  and  efleetual  methods  for  ealling 
tkeir  military  foree  into  action,  and  co-operating  with  the 
Generals  of  the  American  armies." 

^e  shall  soon  have  oeoasion  to  remark  the  acquiescence 
of  Congress  in  this  and  other  salutary,  energizing  recom- 
mendations I  let  us  now  rapidly  trace  the  important  events^ 
inrhich  had  brought  in  their  rear  the  awful  crisis^  here  al- 
luded to.  I 

We  hare  seen  General  Howe  possessing  himself  of  Staten     Mllitaiy 
Island,  and  there  successively  reinforced  by  British  and,  events  to  the 
German  troops,  a  considerable  body  of  which  arrived  with  Northwwxl 
lus  brother,'  Admiral  Howe.    Whilst  off  the  coast  of  New- 
Cagland,  the  latter  sent  by  a  flag  to  several  of  the  former 
royal  Governors  a  circular  letter,  explanatory  of  the  ob- 
jeets  of  his  mission,  together  with  a  declaration  which  he 
desired  them  to  promulgate,  as  early  as  possible,  in  order 
that  all  persons  might  be  immediately  informed  H)f  his  > 
Majesty's  gracious  intentions.^'  The  whole  was  transmitted 
by  General  Washington  to  Congress,  and  by  that  Body  or- 
dei^  to  be  published  in  the  several  Gazettes  '<that  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States  might  be  informed  of 
what  nature  were  the  Commissioners,  and  what  the  terms 
with  the  expectation  of  which  the  Court  of  Great-Brilain 
had  endeavoured  to  amuse  and  disarm  them;  and  that  the 
few  who  still  remained  suspended  by  a  hope,  founded  either 
in  the  justice  or  moderation  of  the  Ministers,  might  be 
eonvineed  that  the  valor  alone  of  their  country  was  to  save 
its  liberties."    At  a  subsequent  period,  another  flag  was 
sent  to  New-Tork  vnth  a  letter  from  Lord  Howe  for  Jlfr. 
'  Washington.    The  American  General,  naturally  was  above 
the  punctilios  of  etiquette ;  but  where  disrespect  to  his 
station  was  evidently  intended,  it  became  him  to  press  on 
'  the  supercilious  foe,  a  proper  regard  to  the  decorums  of 
official  intercourse.    He  therefore  refused  to  receive  his 
Lordship's  eommunication,  until  formally  addressed.  This 
produced  an  interview  between  him,  and  the  British  Ad- 
jutant-General, Colcftiel  Paterson :  the  subject  of  the  cou- 
.  ference  chiefly  related  to  the  complaints  of  prisoners  on 
both  sides.    Conridering  the  contest  as  a  war  against  re- 
bels, the  servants  of  the  Crown  had  not  conceived  them- 
selves bound  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  war,  in  respect  to 
American  prisoners;  and  tbishad,  in  some  instances,  call- 
ed for  retaliation.    We  will  have  occasion  to  observe  the 
systematic  and  inflexible  course  of  cruelties  exercised  in 
this  WBJ  by  the  British  during  the  three  first  years  of  the 
war.  Towards  the  close  of  the  eonference,  Patterson  hap- 
pened to  observe  that  the  Commissioners  were  vested  with 
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CHAP,    ample  powers.    ^'  Tbei  r  poivers.  replied  General  Watbin^ 
IX.       ton,  are  only  <o  grant  pardons.    Tliey  \irho  have  eoDiniit- 
<ed  no  fault,  want  no  pai*don.   Tlie  Amerieans  are  onlv  df^- 
fending  what  they  think  their  indisputalde  rights'*    These 
sentiments  were  in  pcrlect  aecordanee  with  the  feeling  of 
all  real  Anierieans.    The  pi*offi're<i  eleniewy  was  general- 
ly considered  as  a  haughty  eonibiBalion  oi'  in^uii  ^ith  in-, 
jury.      The  British   Commissioners,    relinquishing  (his 
hopeless  effort,  now  reeuri*ed  (o  arms     Powerful  motives 
stimulated  them  to  ac^tion.    It  8p|»e*ctrs  iliat  ihe  great  plan 
of  the  enemy,  for  1776*  had  been  simultaneously  to  strike 
at  the  heart,  and  at  the  extremities  of  United  Ameriea^ 
with  a  Yiew  to  distract  her  councils,  divide  her  streag^,^ 
and  thei*eby  disarm  her  resistance.     But  numbrrless  ^ob-> 
stacles  opposed  th«  execution  of  a  plan^  in  itself  no  less 
plaasible  than  formidable.     '1  he  attach  on  the  South  was 
tardy,  ill-conducted,  unsuccessful.     On  the  North,  not* 
Ttithstanding  the  retrogude  movement  of  the  daring  baod^ 
'  whose  valour  had  shaken  the  walls  of  Quebec,  the  genius  of 
the  new-born  Republic  still  maintained  an  obstinate  strug- 
gle for  (he  mastery  of  the  L;ikes.     Success  at  the  middle 
point  became,  tlierefore,  the  more  important.     A  hope 
y^  prevailed  that  Curleton^  penetrating  to  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson,  would  finalh  be  able  to  effect  a  junction  with 
the  centnil  army,  and  thus  intercept  all  eommunicatioa 
between  the  Eastern,  the  Middle,  ami  the  Southern  States. 
Independently  of  this  contemplated  junction*  it  was  advisr 
able  to  secure  the  possession  of  Long-Island,  whose  ferti- 
lity promised  abundant  supplies,  and  of  New- York,  whence 
irruptions  could  easily  be  made  into  various  parts  of  New- 
England,  into  the  Jerseys,  and  even  into  Pennsylvania, 
whose  .metropolis  ^ould  be   an  important  conquest.     A 
comparative  view  of  the  rivalforees  swelled  the  expeeta* 
Cations  of  the  British  General.     He  had  under  his  com- 
mand a  bmly  of  about  SO.OtN)  excellent  troops,  well  armed, 
well  supplied,  impatient  for  action,  and  supported  by  a 
numerous  fleet.    On  the  other  hand,  Washington  scarcely 
counted  one  half  of  that  number  fit  for  service;*  and  hb 
extensive  posts  prevented  a  concentration ;  nor,  if  inbred 
,  valor,  and  love  of  country  be  excepted,  were  his  unexpe- 
riem;e<l,  undisciplined  troops  jiossessed  of  those  qualifica- 
tions, or  of  those  advantages,  which  presage  and  ensure 
victor}%    The  defective  organization  of  the  American  ar- 
my is  strongly  depictured  in  the  letters  of  its  Chief  to 
Congress,  who,  soon  after,  applied  a  partial  remedy.    In 
this  posture  of  affairs,  General  Howe,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  August,  landetl  his  army  on  Long  Island,  between 
the  two  small  Towns  of  Utrecht  and  Gravcsend.    No  op- 

•  Gen.  Heath  says  40.000,  officers  included— of  whom  10,000  were  sick. 
Other  estimates  are  ipuch  below. 
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position  waft  offered  ajlr  that  poinc.    The  Ameriouis  r^n-    CIl  AK 
Sned  (heii*  attention  to  works  erected,  under  tUrS*fX'iion        IX. 
of  General  Greene,  in  a  more  NoKherly  part  of  i  he  Ishind^ 
and  nearly  opposite  tu  New  York,  for  whose  proteeiion  "  " 

ther  wei'fe  intended.  From  the  station  taken  by  the  Bf  itish» 
after  their  landing,  these  works  were  separated  by  u  eJmin 
of  hills,  over  which  passes,  easily  defensible,  ha<l  been  o- 
pened.  Greene  happening,  a?  this  time,  to  liiboiiv  unilet 
a  severe  indisposition,  General  Sullivan  was  siib««Mtut('d  ii| 
his  room.  Brave,  zealous,  and  active,  hut  deficient  in 
WHtehfuiness.  Sullivan  by  an^unaecountable  ovcrsifiht,  suf- 
fered those  important  passes  to  remain  without  udcfjualo 
^uartls;  tind,  on  the  26th  of  August,  ihe  British,  adxanc- 
in.j^  iu'several  columns,  surprised  and  ('efVateti  him.  with 
a  loss,  on  his  part,  of  between  ntOO  and  500  kilb  d,  and  near- 
ly 1100  prisoners,  among  which  were  Icid  Serling,  and 
himself.  On  both  f^dcs,  gn*at  courage  was  (!isjdj.ycd  j 
and.  even  in  the  confusion  attendant  on  a  surprise,  the  A- 
merieans  extorted  tVom  thcenem;>  the  praise  of  intrepir'itjr 
and  heniic  firmness  ;  but  this  unfortunate  affair  eompellea 
the  evacuation  of  Long  Island,  which  was  providentially 
eifected,  on  the  30th  of  August,  without  any  ac^ditioniU 
loss.  Lieutenant  General  Heistcr,  with  a  brigade  of  Iles- 
*sians,  immediately  upon  this  retreat,*  occupied  the  heights 
of  Brooklyn,  and  tlu*  i*est  of*  the  royal  army  took  other  ad- 
vantageous positions. 

Elated  w  ith  this  first  success,  and  building  sanguine  hopes 
on  its  efTects,  Lord  Howe  hastent^  to  renew  his  pacific  o- 
vert  iires.  By  licneral  Sullivan,  now  a  prisoner  on  parole, 
he  informed  C^ongvess  that,  although  he  eould  not  at  pre^ 
sent  f reat  with  them,  as  a  political  Body,  still  he  was  desi- 
rous to  have  a  conference  with  some  of  the  members  whom 
be  would,  in  Hiat  case,  consider  as  private  gentlemen— 
that  he  and  his  brother  were  invested  with  full  pow  crs  to 
compromise  the  ilispute  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica, upon  terms,  the  obtaining  of  which,  had  delayed  him 
near  tw  o  months  in  England,  and  prevented  his  reaching 
America  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  That 
he  w'isfied  for  a  compact  before  a  decisive  blow  was  struck, 
and  whilst  no  compulsion  yet  existed  on  either  side — that, 
in  case  such  a'  compact  should  be  determined  upon,  the  auf 
thority  of  Congress  would  be  acknowledged,  since,  without 
such  acknowledgment,  that  compact  could  be  valid  ! 

Congress  eould  not,  as  the  Representatfves  of  free  and 
Independent  States,  send  any  mehiliers  of  thei?*  Bodr  to 
eonfer  witli  I^rd  Howe  in  their  private  characters.  Yet, 
even  desirous  of  establishing  peace  on  reasonable  terms,  * 
they  appointed  Dr.  Franklin,  Jtdm  Adams,  and  Edwai'd 
ftutlcdge,  a  Committee  "  to  know  if  his  Lordship  liad  a- 
ny  authority  to  treat  for  that  purpose  with  persons  autha- 

^  B 
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CHAP,    lized.^  Congress,  and  to  bear  sneh  propcnHions  as  le 
IX.       shoulSbink  fit  to  make  respecting;  the  same/* 

The  desired  interview  took' place  n^on  Staten  Island^ 
opposite  to  Amboy,  where  his  Lordship  received  and  en- 
t^rtwied  the  members  of  the  Congressional  Committee 
with  the  utmost  politeness,  but  in  the  character  of  private 
gentlemen.  Waving  the  discussion  of  this  point,  they  de^ 
dared  themselves  r^y  to  hear  whatever  he  might  hav^ 
to  propose.  His  Lordship  then  widely  expatiated  upon  the 
wish  of  the.Eang  and  his  Ministers  to  render  the  British 
Government  easy  to  America  ;-  with  intimations  that,  in 
case  the  Colonies  should  return  io  theii*  allegiaqee  and  o- 
bedience  to  that  Government,  they  would  cause  the  offen- 
sive ^cts  of  Parliament  to  be  revisedf  and  the  instructions 
to  Governors  to  be  reconsidered,  so  as  to  remov^  any  jast 
causes  of  complaint.  The  Committee  retraced  tb0  steps 
which  had  led  America  to  Independence,  a  measure  found* 
ed  in  the  will  of  the  people,  and  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  annul — they  assured  his  Lordship  of 
the  inclination  of 'United  America  to  peace,  and  of  their 
willingness  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  Britain,  that 
might  be  advantageous  to  both  countries.  Upon  this.  Lord 
Howe  observed,  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  an  accom-^ 
modation«  and  put  an  end  to  the  conference.  Thus  it  be-' 
came  evident  that  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  merely 
extended  to  granting  pardpns,  and  declaring  America,  or 
any  part  of  it,  to  be  in  the  King's  peace,  upon  submission. 
This  certitude  dispelled  the  charm,  broke  the  talisman, 
whieh  promises  of  peace  and  reconciliation  still  preser>  ed 
with  many.  We  may  infer  the  general  sentiment,  on  the 
subject  of  this  abortive  measure  of  the  British  Commissi- 
oners,  from  the  following  passage  in  the  second  number  of 
the  American  Crisis,  adcli-essed  to  Lord  Howe  by  the  cele* 
brated  author  of  Common  Sense. 

"  It  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  tl^^merican  Congress 
to  pay  any  regard  to  a  message,  that,  at  best,  was  a  gen- 
teel affront,  and  bad  much  of  the  ministerial  complexion  of 
tampering  with  private  persons  ;  and  which  might  proba- 
bly have  been  the  ease,  had  the  gentlemen,  who  were  de- 
putcfl  on  tliat  bnsiness,  possessed  that  eas>  kind  of  virtue, 
which  an  Knglish  courtier  is  so  truly  distinguished  by.— 
Your  request,  however,  was  complied  with  ;   for  honest 
men  are  natu]*%lly  more  tender  of  their  civil,  than  their 
polrtieal  fame.     The  interview  ended  as  every  sensible  man 
thought  it  would  ;  for  your  Lordship  knows  as  well  as  the 
writer  of  this  crisis,   that  it  is  inipossiMe  for  the  King  of 
England  to  promise  the  repeal  or  even  the  revisal  of  any 
acts  of  Parliament  ;    wherefore,  on  you^  part  vou  had  no- 
thing to  say,  more  than  to  request,  in  the  room  ofdemand- 
ing.  the  entire  surrender  of  the  continent  5  and  then,  if  it 
was  complied  with,  to  promise  that  the  inhabitants  should 
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eeesmie  witJi  their  lives*    This  wag  tke  npihot  of  the  con-   CHAP. 
XSeresee  ;  you  informed  the  conferees  that  you  were  two       IX. 
mcHiths  in  Bolieiting  these  powers.    What  powers  ?  for,  as 
Commissioner,  you  have  non^.    If  you  mean  the  power  of  \ 
pardoiiiogy  it  is  ad  oblique  proof  that  your  King  was  deter- 
mined to  sacrifice  every  thii^  before  him  ;  and  that  yon 
were  two  months  in  dissuading  him  from  his  pttrptise.    A- 
nottier  evidence  of  his  savage  obstinacy  !    From  your  own 
a-ecount  of  the  matter^  we  may  justly  draw  these  two  con- 
clusions; ilrst,   that  yon  serve  a  tyrant;  and  seeondlyt 
that  never  was  a  Commissioner  sent  on  a  more  foolish  er-- 
rand  than  yourself.    This  plain  language  jnay,  perhaps, 
sound  uneouthly  to  an  ear  vitiated  by  courtly  reflnementst 
but  words  are  made  for  use,  and  the  iTault  lies  in  deserving 
them/' 

^  Again  laying  aside  flfe  barren  olive  blanch,  the  Commis- 
fiieners  resumed  the  sword.  Rapidly  surveying  the  milita« 
Xy^  transactions  of  that  eventful  period,  we  see  British  ships 
sailing  UfT  the  Hudson,  and  East  river,  in  spite  of«the  ob- 
structions and  Forts  intended  to  prevent  their  passage— 
Anliostile  force  lands  on  New  York  Tsland^'if' and  takes  the' 
Ciiy,  which  the  Americans  had  prudently  evacuated — ^an 
aeeidental  fire  destroys  nearly  one-fourth  of  it,  a  few  days 
after*— the  Americans  slowly  reti'cat  to  the  northern  parts 
of  the  Island,  and  thenceto^White-Plains— the  enemy  pur- 
sues them,  seeking  with  keenness  a  genera)  engagement — 
a  partial  action  and  sharp  skirmislies  only,  take  plS^e,  in 
wldch  the  disgrace  incurred,  by  part  of  the  army  upon  the 
landing  of  the  enemy  at  Frog's  Neck,  is  amply  redeemed — 
Unable  to  force  Washington  to  a  decisive  struggle,  Howe 
•  suddenly  marches  his  troops  towards  Kiug*s  Bridge,  and 
threatens  Fort  Washington,  yet  occupied  by  the  Americans 
on  the  left  side  of  the  Hudson.  Washington  crosses  that 
river,  and  reaches  Fort  Lee,  in  time  to  witness  the  fall  of 
the  Fori  bonoured  with  his  name.  On  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber it  surrendrrs  to  the  enemy,  with  its  stores,  ordnanei^y 
and  about  3000  prisoners,  who  are  sent  to  \\eivh\x  in  Prison- 
ships  and  sugar-houses,  in  New  York.  Many  of  iU  iM'ave 
.  defenders  were  pierced  >vith  the  bayonet  of  the  merciless 
Hessian — Washington  saw  it — and  tears  are  said  to  have 
bedewed  his  venei-alile  cheeks — ^He  wept  over  his  men — ^he 
wept  over  his  own  fatal  acquiescence  in  well-meant,  but  er- 
roneous councels — Soon  after,  Fort  Lee,  on  the  opposite 
bank,  is  menaced  with  a  similar  fate,  but  a  timely  retreat 
(tver  the  Hackinsack  saves  the  garrison — leaving  a  divisi- 
on of  the  army  at  Nortb-Castle,  under  Lee's  command; 

•  it  was  in  one  of  the  skirmislies  which  preceded  the  capture  of  New 
York,  that  the  hrave  Major  Leitch  of  Vir^mia,  was  mortally  wouodcd^ 
whilst  fighting' wiAtliC  utmost  galbnUy.  -    .  ' 
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CH\P.  and  another  at  Peek's  Kill,  under  Genera!  Heath— Wash- 
IX.  ^  ington  retreats  toJN^ewark,  y(iih  about  3500  men  A  strong; 
bodj  of  the  enemy,  lieaded  b^  Cornwallis*  hangs  o^i  bis 
rear*  and  again  courts  a  df  eisive  aetion.  But  uHAvillin^.  &t 
80  critical  a  juncture,  to  stake  the  liberties  of  his  country 
on  the  hazard  of  a  single  day*  sacniicing  personal  fame  to 
public  weal,  the  commander  in  t'hief  retires  to  Brunswick. 
There  he  had  cjierished  a  hope  to  be  enabled,  by  the  pro- 
mised reinforcements*  .to  make  a  stand*  and  to  limit  the  pro- 
gress of  tife  pursuing  foe,  to  the  banks  of  the  Rariton — ^l^hat 
hope  is  frustrated  ;  the  ten  poi*ary  enlistments  of  most  of  his 
troops  expire-rand  a  new  i*etreat  is  the  unavoidable  eonse* 
quence*  On  the  4th  of  December,  he  reaches  1'renton  ^ 
quits  it  on  the  7th,,and  crosses  the  Delaware 

This  retreat,  was,  at  the  time*  censured  by  the  rash  and 
the  prejudiced^  t  was  thought  pusillanimous*  disgraceful^ 
it  is  now  justly  esteemed  wise  and  glorious-^and  posterity 
will  coniii*m  the  opinion.  The  Aiticrican  array  consisted^ 
at  one  Hme,  of  less  than  1000  ;  at  no  time,  of  more  than 
4000  men.  The  enemy  \\as,  at  least,  8000  strong,  exelu- 
siye  ot  a  numerous  artillery  and  light -horse.,  let,  this 
handful  of  Americans  slowh  retreated  above  80  niile^, 
without  lasing  a  dozen  men.  Had  AVasliington  suffered  hi» 
martial  spirit  to  overe4)me  his  prudence ;  had  he  elos(*d  with 
the  appeal  of  the  enemy,  he  would  have  hurled  his  army, 
himself,  and  his  country,  into  irretrievable  fuin.  The  im- 
mense responsibility  now  resting  upon  him*  awed,  without 
shaking  his  noble  mind.  He. is  said  to  have  entertained 
thoughts,  ifreduced  to  extremities,  of  retiringto  Augusta 
county  in  Virginia,  and,  if  overpoweivd  even  there,  of  cross- 
ing the  farther  Alleghanies,  and  seeking  in  the  then  wild  re- 
gions of  the  West,  security  and  liberty*  In  the  mean  time, 
succours  Avei*e  urged  from  all  sides. — ^Yet,  they  slowly 
came.  Wiih  about  3000  men,  Lee  advanced  in  the  rear 
of  the  Brjtjsh  ;  but  bis  usual  alertness  and  vigilance  seem- 
eA  to  have  forsaken  him.  On  the  ISth  of  December,  he  . 
was  unfortunately  surprised  by  a  party  of  British  (ight 
horse* — an  event  keenly  felt  in  the  pi*c&ent  crisis !  '1  he- 
enemy  boasted  of  having  taken  the  **  American  Palladi- 
um ;*'  ard  theirtriumph  was  equal  to  the  mortiiication  of 
'     I* 

•  Brijfadicp  General  Adam  Stephen,  then  with  General  Washin^n,  af- 
ter dcscribi  g  the  cruelties  and  bmtalities  of  the  enemy  in  the  Jerseys, 
and  the  perilous  situation  of  America,  if  an  army  be  not  promptly  raised, 
says  in  a  letter  dated,  *'  Camp  on  Delaware,  30  miles  from  Philadelphia! 
December,  1776." 

"  Genewil  Lee  h^d  the  misfortune  to  be  taken  prisoner  on' the  13th  in«t 
He  had  sauntered  about  3  1-2  roil-  s  from  his  army,  lodged  the  ni^ht  be- 
fore at  a  house,  recommended  to  him  by  a  Col.  Vanhom,  a  person  in  the 
enemy's  sc'»'nic?,  wh*  is  appointed  to  sioti  pardons  on  the  people's  sub- 
mission ;  {  .d  stayed  at  tlie  pl'»ce  until  10  oVlock  on  the  13th,  when  50 
liprbt  Jiorsemcn,  supposed  to  be  detached  by  advice  of  VanJiom,  came  to 
the  house,  J«nd  carried  him  off.  He  had  13  men  of  a  j^iaM,  but  they  were 
hlragg^lin^  at\(J  absent,  except  3. 
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the  FaWotg.  The  division  under  Heath,  was  prooeedifif^  CHAP. 
to  join  General  AVashington  ;  but  alarmed  at  the  abandon-  IX. « 
ment'  of  the  important  passes  over  the  Highlands,  the 
Convention  of  New  York  intreated  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  to  order  that  pi-oteeting  body  to  their  former  static 
on  M  PeekN^iH.  The  request  was  granted  ;  and  Heutli 
retraein^  his  steps,  intrenched  himself  ugain  to  the  North 
of  Nevr  Y  )rk*  whert5  he  proved  eminenlly  useful  in  di- 
verting part  of  the  enemy's  force  from  the  overwhelminjy; 
plan  directed  against  the  main  army. 

Dark  and  gloomy  was  now  the  aspect  of  Atnerioan  af- 
fairs. ,  Yet,  neither  ("ongress,  nor  Washington,  nor  anj 
real    friend  of   the   cause    threatened   with   irretrieva- 
ble  ruin.  despaii*€Nl  of  the  Commonwealth,  or   departed 
from  that  firm  and  dignified  attitude   which  became  the 
gujpportersof  a  nation's  rights.    The  Commander  in  Chief 
tracing  these  early  disasters  tp  their   real  source,  the  de- 
fective organization  of  the  army.  \»ith  austere,  but  salutfi- 
ry  candour,  pointed  out   the  eviU  which  so  loudly  called 
fot^effl'icnt  reinedies.     His  letters  complained  of  tempo- 
rar\  enliHtments.  laxity  of  fliscipline,  inadequacy  of  pay, 
and,  of  course,  rapacitv  and  malversation,   scantiness,   if 
not  total  want  of  medical  aid,  inattention  to  proper,  ap- 
pointments of  officers,  neglect  of  the  decorums  of  grade, 
and   other   minor  evils.    To  temporary  enlistments,  he 
chiefly  ascribed  the  present   militiiry  calamities.      The 
transient   service   of  the  militia  also  afflicted,  him.     tih 
knew  that  the   events  of  a  campaign,  and  the  exigencies 
which   th^y  bring  in  their   rear,   caitnot   with  precision 
be  adapted    to    any   terms  of   limited   service.^  At    a 
most  critical  juucture,  at  a  moment  which  required  sys- 
tematic immobility,  he  saw  his  army  undulating,  disorgan- 
ized, and  almost  annihilated. — Let  the  rulers  of  the  \me. 
rican  elnpire,  never  loose  sight  of  this  awful  fact !    If  the 
rational  jealousy  and  well-grounded  fears  of  Freemen,  for- 
bid, in  time  of  peace,  standing  military  establishments, . 
Whenever  a  nation  is  callied  taarms,  to  enforce,  or  defend 
het*  natural  or  politieal  rights,  common  sense,  self-salva- 
tion, and  a  thousand   other    powerful  motives,  demand 
that  regular,  commensurate,  r otemporaneous  armies  sliould 
be  created  and  maintained.    Like  other  arts,  the  art  of 
war  requires  an  apprentice-ship  ;  and  the  protracted  dura- 
tion of  most  contests  between  modem  govern 'uents,  neees- 
Bitates  symmetry  and  continuity  of  warlike  mensnres— per- 
severing and  patient  constancy — mechanical,  rather  than 
impulsive  courage — ^all   which   are    scarcely  compatible 
with  short  enlistments.— As  to  the  militia,  the  excitements 
of  home,  wives,  clrtldren,  and  other  endearing  and  anima- 
ting influences,  must  naturally  render  tli? '  cit^izens  who 
compose  it,~a  suitable  and  efficient  force  for  local  and  mo- 
mentary  aetion.    But  the  mass  of  operations  attendant  on 
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CHAP.   a.  formidable  war^  osgbt  to  develve  <m  men  Vfho  peBsen 
'  JX.       soine4huig  beside  ii^lrialic  ^our,  aad  e«Umiuastie  deveU- 
an — We  maun,  that  preeiMoiif  skill*  pajtleoefa*  and  self-de- 
wdf  yfaioh  ai'e  Ibet^M^*  i^gredieuU  in  Up«  eompoaitioa  •! 
thA5  cfmaummBle.  soldier  luf  minlerii  Umei^. 

SurrmiAf^  with  so  many  daoaevs*  WasbiDgton  had  ur- 
ged aueeora  even  from  Sebujrler  and  Gates;  but  theae 
were  distaAt,  uaeertaio*  preearious.      Sullivan*  now  ei^- 
ehanged,  took^  after  Uee^s  eaptui^y  tbe  camoiand  of  bis 
division ;  and  seasonably  joined  tlia  aommander  in  Chi^. 
Obedient  to  the  voice  of  the  fathers  of  tbe  republic*  9m- 
mated'hv  an  affbetiooate  address  from  Ueaerai  A|ifflio«  a^ 
lamed  for    ^ashiogton  and  their  country*  the  militin  of 
|he  nietropolis*  and  etery  other  part  of  Peonsylvaniat 
flocked  round  the  standard  of  liberty,  and  stationed  Bi  the 
principal  points  on  the  right  bank  ^f  the  Delaware^  pre* 
aented  to  the  foe  an  impepetrable  buhv^rk. 

In  the  eagerness  of  pursuit*  the  British  had  attempted 
to  eross  that  stream  ;  the  removal  of  all  the  boats  to  the 
Qpnositc  side*  saved  the  Araerieao  army  and  Philadelphia* 
Inioxieated  with  this  rapid  sueeess*  and  fearless  of  an^  at- 
tack* tbe  enemy  spread  themselve%  Uirough  the  Jerseys 
ip  muItipUed  and  distant  parties.     With  oalm  and  seeret 
exultation*  the  iimeriean  ehief  receives  the  intelligenee  of 
their  rash  cantonments*      ^*  jf ow^'  he  exclaims,  ^^  is  the 
time  to  clip  their  wings."    Three  simultaneous  attaefcs 
ire  concerted  ;  but  one  only  succeed^.      Washington*  as- 
aisled  by  Sullivan*  Greene  and  Knox»  crosses  I  he  Delaware 
on  the  night  of  tl^e46th  December.     No  difficulty*  no  in- 
«  clemency  of  weather,  can  stop  him  and  his  brave  troop»-« 
They  surprise  a  considerable  detachment  of  the  enemy  ly- 
ing in  Trenton  ;  and  immediately  recross  the  Delaware 
with  the  trophies  of  their  rictory ;  these  were  about  iOQO 
prisoners*  6  pieces  of  brass  camion*  it  drums*  4  stimdards* 
1^0  small  arms*  6  waggons*  a  number  of  swords,  eaps»  &c« 
This  bold  and  saceessfuT  manoeuvre*  like  a  ray  of  genial 
light  breaking  through  the  darkness  of  a  lowering  sky, 
cheers*  re-animates  the  public  mind.    It  leads  to  more  ex* 
tensive  and  equally  fortunate  operations.    The  American 
army*  again  crossing  the  Delaware  in  various  divisions* 
concentrates  at  Trenton.    On  the  2d  of  Jamw^y*  1777*  tbs 
enemy*  bent  on  decisive  action*  assemble*  at  the  same 
place*  almost  tbe  whole  of  their  force*    The  two  armies 
are  now  sepai*ated  only  by  an  inconsiderable  stream — and 
the  dawn  of  the  next  day  is  expected  to  witness  the  migh- 
ty shock*  which  will  determine  the  fate  of  America.  Pru- 
dence foi*bids  an  engagement,  on  which  such  momentous  : 
results  depend*  with  an  adversary  far  superior  in  numbers 
and  diseipline.    Again  recurring  to  stratagem*  Washing* 
ton  ordei*s  a  great  number  of  fires  to  be  kept  up  during  tbe 
night*  so  as  to  deceive  tlie  enemy  ;  and*  bgr  a  circmtous 


Tfmte,  vunrelkerf  to  f^hiceton,  i^hich  he  midi^^  abotit  itti-    CHAP* 
rfse*  and  where  he  defeats  thfree  regiments  of  the  etremy,       I^. 
iiUing  more  than  ±W  of  their  men,  aAd  taking  near  SOtf 
prisoners.    But  in  this  action  fell  a  gallant  son  of  Tirgi« 
nia,  the  heroic  and  amiable  Brigadier  General  Mercer. 
He  fefl  unirersalfy  regretted  ;  and  the  manner  of  his  deatlk 
eafledfor  vengeance,  as  well  as  for  sympathy :  he  was  bay- 
oneted in  three  places,  and  expired' lA  the  bosom  of  tietory 
and -With  stitt  brighter  anticipations  fbr  the  oauSf  which  he 
adored.    The  tears  of  a  grateful  people  embalmed  hisme- 
Aory  ;  and  his  fame  will  live  as  long  as  that  s^red  Tn- 
dbpiendence*  in  whose  support-  he  bled  and  died.^i^    Impro- 
ttng^thivadvatitagey  Washinglon  would  have  immediately 
advanced  upon  Brunswick,  where  the  stores  and  baggage 
of  the  Whole  British  army  were  deposited,  together  ^with 
several  American  prisoners,  among  whom  was  General 
Lee ;  but  the  excessive  fhligue  of  the  troops,  prevented* 
the  execution  of  this  design,  and  Morristown  Was  occupied' 
as  a  safe  and  convenient  station.      Soon  after  this  happy 
enterprize,  General  IVlaxwell  struck  the  enemy  at  Eliza- 
beth i  own  ;  and  took  upwards  of  100  prisoners,  with  a 
hrge  quantity  of  baggage.    These  repeated  successes  for- 
eed^the  British  to  anandon  Newark,*  and  to  eonfentrate 
their  lines  within  the  narrow  compass  of  Bnmswibk  and 
Amboy,  whence  a  communication  with  New  York  was  o- 
pened  by  water.    Even  there,  they  scarcely  thought  them- 
selves secure.      Their  foraging  parties  were  ^equcnfly 
and  successftilly  attacked  by  the  American  troops ;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  country,  exasperated  by 
tteir  eruelty,  lust  and  rapaeiousness,  vrreaked  imj^aoable 
vengeance  orf  every  straggler. 

On  entering  the  Jerseys,  the  British  Chiefs  issued,  as  they 
bad  done  irt  the  state  of  New  York,  a  proclamation,  offer- 
ing protection  to  thofse  who  would  rally  round  the  royal 
standard,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  within  60  days, 
aissnrhig  the  people,  at  the  same  titne,  that  the  obnoxious 
laws  would  be  revised.  This  proclamation  and  these  as- 
soranees  produced  here,  as  in  the  Islands,  a  general  dispo- 
ution  atnong  the  inhabitants,  to  save  themselves  by  submis- 
sion. It  was  then  that  orders  were  issued  to  the  British 
tt^ops,  forbidding  plunder  and  other  injuries. — These  or- 
ders were  not  obeyed.  The  German  mercenaries  consi- 
dered themselves  as  at  free  quarters  in  an  enemy's  country. 
Assuming  the  merit  of  all  that  had  been  done,  they  in»sted 


•  Coct^ess  decreed  Mdnumcnts  to  Warren  and  Mercer,  and  gave  their 
^iiiesJuBt  imirkt  of  jBfratitude.  On  the  27th  of  June,  1777,  a  resolution 
01  the  House  of  Delegates  in  Virginia,  further  recommended  to  the  paren- 
tal care  of  Congress,  the  families  oflhe  illustrious  Brigadier  General  Mci> 
c«r,  and  the  gallant  Major  Andrew  Leitch,  who  iiad  so  {iravcly  distingubh- 

«d  hknself  in  Yo;'k  Isbmd (S^iC  Journal  of  th^  House  of  Delegates,  k^? 

l?77,  June  26.) 
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CHAP.  .  ufion  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  fantied  conquest    In  Tain 

IX.        Howe  remonstrated — ^badly  paid  by  ibeir  respective  nias^ 

_____^  ters.  Ibey  souf»;hl  for  indemnity  in  indiscTiminate  pluntJer 

^  ^ The   promises  made  to  them  oi  seiilemenis  id    the 

country — the  artful   imsi-epresentations  of  the  servants  of 
the  crown,  who  had  painted  to.  those  Foreigners,  the  A- 
.    mericans,  as  totally  uoeivilizedy  am*  waging  a  war  of  ex- 
termipation — their  own  ideas  oif  the  neiijaisness  ot  resist- 
^     -  ance  to  royaU,>— the  ditfei'cnce  of  langgaf^e,  and*  aho\e  all, 
brutal*  unrestrained   passions,  e&cite  them  to  deeds,  at 
»  .  .    which  bunvauify  recoils  with  disgust  and  ho^  tor ;  and  iheir 
example  was  soon  iHiitaied  by  the  British.     *^  1  he  lapaci- 
ty  of  the  enemy."  said  Governor  William  Livingston,  lo 
the  Council  and  genci-al  Assembh  ot'Kew  Jei-j«ej^.  in  iiis 
address  of  the  25ih  of  Ftbruaiy.  1777,  •*  was  boundless — 
tlieir* rapine  indiscriminafi— and  their  harbaiiiy  unfuiial- 
Iclled.    They  have  plundered  friend^ ami  foes.     KffVits  ca- 
pable of  division,  they  have  divided  ;    such  as  were   not, 
they  have   destroyed.  -  ^rhcy  have  warred  upon  decr«*pid 
age  ;  warred  upon  defencelesb  voulh.    'I  h<  y  have  eonaitit- 
ted  hostilities)  against  the  profvsst  isof  literature,  and  (ite 
.ministers  of  religion  ;  against  jiublie  iicovclh  and  private 
monumtinls  ;  against^ books  of  impiovcntcnt  and  papers  of 
cuiiosity  ;  and  against  the  arts  and  sciences.    The\  have 
butcbeied  the  wounded  askin^r  for  quarter  :    mangled  llie 
dying,  w  ellering  iu  tbt  ir  blood  ;  refused  the  dead  the  rites 
of  sejiulture  ;  suffered  prisiuners  to.perish  for  want  of  suste- 
nance ;  violated  tbe  ihas«it>  of  women  ;  disfigured  pnvate 
dwellings  of  tas<e  and  eluganee  ;  and  in  the  rage  of  in  pie- 
ty and  bj^rbarism^  profaned  ediJlceSf  dedicated  to  Mmghiy 
tfOdP^ 

These  excesses,  deplorable,  as  they  were*  ultimatfly  re- 
dounded to  the  puldic  good.    They  kindled  a  flame  of  in- 
dignation, never  to  be  extinguished  ;  and  they  opened  the 
eyes  r.f  many  of  the  disaffected,  who  had  been  made  to  be- 
'  licvc,  that  their  zeal  in  abetting  the  royal  cause,  would  ex- 

empt them  from  being  involved  in  the  common  calamity^ 
and  yet  were  among  the  first  victims  of  Hessian  rapacity  and 
violence.     When  the  scene  was  i-eversed,  when  the  British 
were,  in  theit  turn,  compelled  to  retreat,  sufferers  of  aU. 
parties  rose,  to  a  man,  to  revenge  personal  injuries  and 
particular  oppressions.    The  strong  sought  retriI>ution  in 
blood  ;'tbe  weak  acted  a«  spies;  so  that  the  situation  of 
the  British,  at  Brunswiek  and  Amboy,  became  distressing^ 
to  a  degree  exceeding  description. 
Another  feature  in  ilie  conduct  of  tliis  war.  equally  wan* 
-  ton,  cruel  and  impolitic,  on  the  part  of  tbe  British,  and 
which  no  less  efficiently  reacted  against  themselves,  was^ 
their  barbarous  treatment  of  American  prisoners.    To  this, 
we  have  already  alluded  ;  but  the  interest  of  humanity, 
,  and  of  public  morals^  requires  a  fuller  view  of  thesulyeet 
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Ills  a  trite  TeHirk  that»  as  no  quarrels  are  more  vim-  CIIAP. 
lent  (bao  tbose  whieh  oecur,  in  private  life,''  between  IX. 
frieiuls  or  relationSf  so  no  wars  are  marked  wiib  more 
i-ancour*  feroeiiy,  and  vindictive  feelings  than  eivil  wars. 
It  is  in  fact,  the  same  principle  developing  itself  on  a  larger 
iioale*  In  the  present  ease,  the  truth  of  this  remark  was 
fatally  evinced  by  the  General  and  systematic  rigour  of  the 
British  towM*ds  prisonei's,  and  by  tbeooeasional  retaliations 
of  tbe  Americans.  The  Britishy  entering  upon  hostiiities 
with  ideas  of  insulted  supremacy  on  o6e  side,  and  of  guilt 
and  rebellion  on  the  other,  gave  to  the  war,  in  its  com- 
mencement, and  indeed,  though  in  a  less  degree  after 
Burgoyne's  surrander,  through  the  whole  |)eriod  of  its  du- 
ration,* a  character  of  severity  unexampled  in  the  civilized 
World.  Their  successes  in  New-Tork  and  tbe  Jerseys  af- 
farded  their  ill  humours  full  leisure  to  break  out  withr 
out  restraint.  Gage  in  Boston  and  Preseott  in  Canada^ 
had  fumislied  Howe  with  precedents  of  that  ao^ry  and  re- 
vengeful spirit,  which  doubles  the  calamities  incident  to 
war.  Though  he  did  not  entirely  follow  their  example^ 
tho'  he  neither  threw  aLovelinto  a  common  jail  of  felony, 
nor  sent  an  Ethan  Allen,  loaded  with  chains,  to  England  $ 
Tct  he  did  not  prevent,  if  he  ordered  not,  the  insulting  and 
cruel  usage  offered  in  New-Tork  to  Mtgor  Otho  Holland 
^Villiams,  and  his  fellow  prisoners  of  war,  ia  open 
violation  of  the  articles  solemnly  stipulated  for  the 
snirreiider  of  Fort  Washington  ;t  he  did  not  prevent, 
if  he  devised  not*  their  confinement  in  waste  hoa- 
ses,  sugar  houses,  and  prison- ships,  where  the  ^eeds  pf 
-  — ,.        . 

•  Fop  the  proof  of  this,  see  the  account  of  the  treatment  of  prisoners,  af-. 
ter  thesonender  of  Cliarleion^  in  Ramsay's  History  of  the  Hjevolutipn  in  S. 
Carolhia,vol.  2. 

t  **  The  prisoners,**  says  General  Heath,  in  his  Memoirs,  *«  were  march- 
ed to  New  York  ;  where,  being  crowded  in  prisons  and  sugar-houses,  they 
fell  sick^  and  daily  died  in  a  most  shocking  manner.  It  was  commoT\»  on  a 
Bttftming,  for  the  car-men  to  come  and  take  away  the.hodies  for  burial,  by 
tart'loaas  /  O,  ye  officers  of  the  Provost !  to  whatever  nation  or  people  vtm 
bdong,  when  die  unfortunate  of  your  feHow-mon  are  thus  committed  to 
^four  charge,  clothe  yourselves  wiUi  humanity,  and  soothe  distress  as  far  us 
»n  your  power ;  for,  by  this,  you  will  secure  a  better  reward  than  }  oiu*  pre„ 
»ent  wages  !  And  you,  who  have  the  honor  to  command  armies,  when  votip 
victorias  have  filled  provosts  and  prisons,  think  it  not  beneath  you  to  Visit 
the  prisons,  that,  witli  your  own  eyes,  }'ou  may  see  the  state  of  your  pri- 
soners !  ibr,  such  visits  the  great  Captain  ofyow  salvation^  has  said,  shidi  be 
considered  as  made  to  himself;  while  it  also  gives  you  a  name  amon,'^  men 
closely  allied  to  that  of  the  conqueror.  The  truly  brave  are  always  ho- 
f>aane.»»  IBatVtJ^Umoirs^fiage^. 

To  tills  feelinp  tirade  of  the  humane  and  piaus  Heath,  we  cfevoutly  say, 
Anx^  J  especialiv  when  it  is  asserted,  ui>on  the  authority  of  Mr.  BoudhnA, 
Amerioau  Commissary  of  prisoners,  tliat  in  one  prison-ship  alone,  called  t  ie 
Jersey,  which  was  anchored  near  New  York,  eleven  thousand  ^merjc m  pri- 
^  *K}ner8  died  in  eighteen  months  ;  almost  tlic  whole  of  them  from  the  b;.ib i- 
loius  treatment  of  being  stifled  in  a  crowded  hold,  with  infcclcd  i.i;*,  aiid 
[HMsonied  with  unwholesome  food." 

iik.r  Sarfatb's  notes  to  Coiim^iad,  Ttpt*  '>7. 

3<; 
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€BL4P.  4eath  were  iiAakd  with  a  stagnant  po^noui  air,0r  ty^^i 
IX.  in  with  pvtrid^  infi^ted.nourl&menl,  fUrnished  in  8e«iQr 
allowanee— «oareely  suffieieat  to  support  siraggliag  ma- 
ture; be  did  notprevent,  if  he  did  not  sanotieay  the  law 
searrilityy  the  maddeahig  taunts  of  a  bnital  soldiery^  a 
thousand  times  w^rse  than  physical  sailfcriags^ — It  waa 
under  his  immediate  authority  ^t  C^neral  Leewas  treft* 
ted  as  a  deserter,  a  traitor,  and  elosely  eonftaed  as  s«eh» 
uatib  retaliatioa  was  awfully  denounced  on  the  persona 
of  lieutenant  CMonel  Campbell  and  flye  Hessian  offieera. 
It  was  of  ttosc  mournful,  incontrovertible  fiiets  thaC 
'Washington  complained  in  his  coiTespondeAce  with  Ciene*- 
ral  Howe.*-It  was  these  fhets,  and  the  certitude  that  ao« 
cessity  alone  had  4rawn  from  America,  eorrr ipondeat  se^ 
▼erity  in  a  few  promkiept  cases,  which  induced  General 
Gates  rq[ieatedly  to  say,  «<  had  General  Howe  seen  to  it^ 
that  the  prisoners  and  Jersey  inhabitants,  when  subdued, . 
were  treated  with  humanity  and  kindness,  it  would  have 
been  all  up  with  the  Amerieans/'  To  this  impolitie  treat- 
ment of  disarmed  enemies,  the  cursory  view  which  we  wo 
now^  to  take  of  the  events  on  and  near  the  Lakes,  wifl 
:  present  an  honorable  and  consoling  exception,  in  the- con- 
duct of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  towards  his  prisoners. 

After  the  netreat  of  the  Americans  from  Canada,  wad 
their  abandonment  of  offensive  operations  against  tha4  pro- 
vince, it  became  their  main  object,  on  the  side  of  die 
North,  to  prevent  their  pursuers  from  penetrating  to  the 
Hudson,  tmd  there  eflbetinjg  ttie  intended  junction  with 
the  central  army.    Ctf  the  march  of  the  British  over  land, 
with  the  heavy  and  cumbersome  aecompan^rmettts  of  artil^ 
lery,  ammunition  and  baggage,  iaseparalile  from  UMdem 
ai'mics,  there  was  little  apprfbeniBioii,  as  the  intermediate 
country  was  overspread  with  forests  and  marshes,  aloae 
suflScient  to  check  their  progress.    To  the  mastery  of  the 
Lakes,  therefore,  their  attention  was  essentially  directed* 
Notwithstanding  the  deplorable  deficiency  in  cannon,  in  tlie 
materials  for  ship-building,  and  in  the  necessary  artificers, 
the  exertions  of  Schuyler  and  Gates  created  a  naval  arrna-- 
meni  of  about  15  vessels  on  Lake  Champlain.     So  great 
was  the  importance  of  unsliaken  resolution  atid  invincible 
courage  in  the  contemplated  wrvice,  that  Arnold  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  commaod  of  this  Flotilla,  although  his  cha- 
racter had  considerably  suffered  in  the  retreat  from  Cana- 
da, on  the  score  of  integrity.    Carletoh,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  more  than  cori^spondent  energy,  and  in  the  short 
space  of  three  months,  completed  a  much  superior  fleet, 
manned  with   seven  hundred  skilful  and  hardy  seamen. 
Steering,  withont  delay,  in  quest  of  Arnold,  the  l^ritish 
Commander  challenged  liim  to  battle.    Maugre  the  dis- 
parity offeree,  Arnold  closed  with  the  appeal,  and  main- 
tained a  long  and  warm  contest.    Fortunately  for  the  A- 
qierican  Flotilla,  some  Qf  the  enemy's  largest  vessels  were. 
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hy^sa  Bdvene  wind,  i^mrented  from  ttkSiig  vmj  rfmr^  in   CHAP. 
the  iiolioB.     Nigbt  separated  4he  eombataats^  and  tho       DL 

BritUh  hQ|ied  to  aanihUate  their  antagonists  Ike  next,  day^  

Oetober  Mb.    Arnold*  eonseious  of  bis  inferiority^  at*  ^em^Bs^ 
templed  to  elude  the  foe*  and  reach  Tieondoroga ;  for,  the 
rayf^es  of  the  iiknaU  pox,  and  other  causes,  had  induced 
Crates  to  abandon  Crowa  Pointy  and  retire  there.    He  was 
fwrsuedy  overtaken,  and  brought  to  action.  During  about 
two  hours  be  fougbt  with  desperate  oonrage.    fiut  sue- 
oessful  resistance  was  impossible.    Same  l>f  bis  Tossels  es* 
eaped  to  the  Fort ;  one  only  struck  her  colors ;  the  intre- 
pid Amoldf  determiaed  not  to  fiiU  into  the  hands  of  the 
british,  ran  the  rest  on  sbore»  and  blew  them  up,  after 
iMding  their  crews.    Crown  Pdi^,  where  a  smay  detach-         ^ 
meat  had  been  left,  was  then  eracuatod,  and  burnt.    The 
whirfe  American  feree,  in  that  quarter,  was  ,now  concea« 
trated  at  Ticonderoga,  a  post,  which  it  was  intended  to  de- 
lend  to  the  last  extremity.    An  attack  wae  hourly  expect- 
ed ;  but  the  formidable  attitude  of  the  place,  together 
wiUi  the  lateness  of  the  season,  induced  the  British  com* 
mander  to  leave  the  fortress  unmolested  for  the  present^ 
and  to  retire  into  Canada  in  search  of  winter  quarters. 
l^s  step,  reliering  the  apprUiensions  of  the  Americans  on 
that  side,  enabled  General  Gates  to  march,  with  a  consi- 
derable detachment  of  his  army,  to  the  assistance  of  Wash- 
ineton.    On  the  2(Khof  December,  he  ioined  the  Penn* 
qrlvania  troops.    The  humanity  of  Guy  Carleten,  both  in 
Canada  and  on  the  Lakes,  in  respect  to  his  pHsoners,  his 
constant  efforts  to  mitigate  the  barbarities  of  Indian  war- 
fiire,  and  his  final  dismission  of  the  savage  allies^  whose  aid 
he  had  l>een  urged  by  the  ministers  to  associate  with  the 
British  arms»  have  endeared  his  name  to  every  feeling 
heart. 

During  the  full  tide  of  British  success  in  the  Jerseys,  a  invasion  6( 
large  detachment  of  the  royal  forces  under  General  Clin-  ?^*  *^' 
iwh  assisted  by  Sir  P.  Parker,  with  a  powerful  squadron  ^^^^' 
.  of  men  of  war,.bad  occupied  Khoile  Island,  and  blocked 
up,  at  Providence,  the  American  Flotilla,  commanded  by 
Ezecbiel  Hopkins,  and,  together  with  it,  numerous  pri- 
vate armed  vessels. 

The  maritime  exertions  of  America  deserve  the  notice     American 
of  the  Historiam    flitberto  we  have  adverted  o6ly  to  the  successes 
activity  of  the  Virginian  and  North- Eastern  cruizers,  but  ft^  ^ca. 
naval  success  had  not  been  confined  to  them.     Several 
causes  had  induced  and  favoured  the  creation  of  a  small* 
ye|  efficient  navy.    These  chiefly  were  the  necessity  of 
protecting  ^n  extensive  sea-  coast — the  pros]iect  of  easy  and 
advantageous  excursions  against  Britisli  merchantmen — 
the  abundance  of  materials  for  naval  construction — and 
the  multitude  of  expert  sbip-wrigbts  and  seamen,  whom  tlie   * 
stagnation  of  foreign  eommeree,  and  of  the  fisheries  left 
without  empkymeat.    In  tlie  Colonies  possessed  of  local- 
ities propitious    to  navigation,  industry  and  enlerprize. 


20* 


mSTOBT  OF 


CHAP. 
IX 


Critical 
state  of  A- 
mcrican  af- 
lairs. 


had  been  sueceMPnlfy  exerted.    Early  in  1776..  Ameriem 
saw  her  fla^^  waving  on  the  Alfred  ef  52  guns,  the  (Joliitn- 
bus  of  an  equal  foree,  the  Andrew  Doria  of  16  guns,  Um 
Sebasitian  Cabot  of  14,  and  the  Providenee  of  19  guns,    rro 
these  were  added  IS  gallies,  the  Washington^  the  Diek«n- 
son,  the  Chatham,  the  Cambden,  the  BuVke,  the  Bfflng* 
ham,  theBul|-Dog«  the  Franklin,  the  Congness,  the  Expe* 
riment,  the  Haneoek^  the  Adams,  and  the  Warren.    The 
building  of  13  frigates,  eaeh  of  36  guns,  had  besides  been 
ordered  by  the  General  Congress. 

This  Flotilla,  and  swarms  of  Privateers,  issning  from 
the  Araerioan  ports,  had  greatly  harrassed  Briti«h  eom- 
meree,  made  innumerable  prizes,  and,  in  some  degree,  sup- 
plied th^  want  of  sever^  neeessary  artieles,  wbieh  the 
non  importation  agreendents  entered  into  before  the  war,  * 
the  yet  rude  and  infant  state  of  internal  manufketures,  and 
a  total  abstraction  from  European  intercourse,  unavoida- 
bly produced.    Immense,  and  almost  incredible,  was  the 
amount  of  the  captures  made  by  the  Ameri<'>an  cruizers  in 
1776;  and  had  the  eaptureil  articles  been  originally  ap- 
propriated to  the  use  of  the  army,  as  they  afterwards  were^ 
the  measure  would  have  saved  many  valuable  lives,  or,  at 
least,  precluded  much  individual  distress.    The  most  re« 
markable  enterprize  of  Hopkins,  was  an  expedition  stgainst 
New  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama  Islamls.    The  chief 
object  of  this  attempt  was  to  seize  on  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  ammunition*  known  to  be  deposited  there.     Owing 
to  some  ill-timed  delays,  however,  the  powder  was  removed 
by  the  royal  Agents,  soon  enough  to  defeat  this  object. 
Hopkins  only  possessed  himself  of  other  military  supplies, 
and  took  some  prisoners  of  rank,  among  whom  the  Gover* 
nor  of  the  Island.     On  its  return,  the  American  Flotilla 
maile  several  prizes ;  but  an  unsuccessful  engagement  with 
the  Glasgow,  to  the  East  of  Long  Island,  added  to  the 
failure  of  the  main  object  of  the  expedition^  disappointing 
the  hopes  entertained  of  the  skill  and  bravery  of  the  Ame- 
rican Commodore,  brought  upon  him,  .'lesemedly  perhaps, 
universal  censure.    By  the  blockade  just  mentioned,  the 
usefulness  of  the  Flotilla  was  utterly  neutralized. 

Such^  towards  the  close  of  1776,  was  the  aspect  of  Ame- 
.rif^natfairs— the  city  of  New-York,  Uliode  Island,  and 
part  of  New  Jersey,  in  possession  of  the  foe — ^Ticonderoga 
safe,  indeed,  for  the  present,  but  threatened  with  an  over- 
whelmingattack,  at  no  very  distant  day — the  junction  of 
Carleton.  or  his  suecessi^rs,  with  Hie  hostile  force  in  New 
York,  highly  probable — Washington's  army,  though  con- 
siderably augmented,  still  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  in  t^umberst  discipline,  experience,  and  other  mili- 
tary ailvantages — multitudes  bf  disaffected  or  dcludeil  in- 
dividuals, in  those  places  which  the  victors  had  overrun, 
tmgcrly  aceeptin*;  the  humiliating  pardon.  proffei"e<l  by  the 
royal  Commissioners,  and  not  a  few  joining  the  Brttish 
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standard— the  progress  of  the  reeraiting  service  slovr  and    CH  VP. 
unpromising  in  many  of  the  states — the  continental  bills        IX. 
unavoidably  verging  towards  depreeialion — in  short,  al- 
most  every  part  of  the  political  horizon  dark,  tempestuous,  =^=» 
appalling. 

Yet,  tlvB  pflots  of  the  State  did  not  yield  to  unmanly  Fortitude  ot 
terrors.    Inereasing  dangers  seemed  to  enei^ze  their  ef-  S"^?*?  "^ 
fopls.    They  had  built  and  launched  a  vessel  of  noble  ^*"*^^**'*' 
structure,  and  embarked  in  it  the  destinies  oT  a  whole  peo- 
ple,    as  well  as  their  own.    Steadily  standing  at  the  helm., 
they  were  resolved  to  leave  no  labour,  no  experiment,  un- 
essayed,  in  order  to  overcome  every  difficulty,  and  happily 
to  i^ide  that  admirable  fabrie  to  its  destined  port. 

Molten  General  Washington  crossed  the  Delaware,  Con- 
gress,  in  a  fervid,  solemn,  and  impressive  address,  remind- 
ing the  people  of  the  causes,  nature,  and  objects  of  the 
contest,  and  of  the  unquestionably  consequences  of  an  uL- 
timate  failure,  endeavoured  to  promote  unanimity  and 
vigor  through  all  the  States,  and  more  particularly  to 
excite  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  New<  Jerney,  and 
the  adjacent  States,  to  an  immediate  and  spiriteil  exeHion, 
io  opposition  to  the  foe  that  now  threatened  Philadelphia. 
Their  language  was  firm,  and  evinced  an  unbounded  con- 
ftdenee  in  the  courage  of  their  countrymen,  and  in  the  of- 
fects  of  an  nneonquerfrt>le  attachment  to  freedom.     Their 
view  of  events  was  far  from  discouraging.    *^  Resistance,*' 
they  said,  «has  now  been  made  with  a  spirit  and  resolu- 
tion becoming  a  free  peo;>le,  and  with  a  degi-ec  of  suc- 
cess* hitherto  which  could  scarcely  have  been  expected. 
The  present  advances  of  the  enemy  are  owiog  not  to  any 
capital  defeat,  or  a  want  of  valor  in  the  army  that  opposed 
them,  but  to  a  sudden  diminution  of  its  numbers  from  the 
expiration  of  those  enlistments,  which,  to  ease  the  people, 
were  at  first  adopted.     Many  have  already  joined  the  jO*- 
my  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  we  call,  in  the  most  ear- 
nest manner,  on  all  the  friends  of  liberty,  Io  exert  them- 
selves without  delay  in  this  most  pressing  emergency.    In 
every  other  part,  our  arms  have  been  successful,  and,  in 
other  respects,  our  sacred  cause  is  in  the  most  promising 
situation.    lEsscntial  services  have  already  l)een  rendered 
us  by  foreign  states,  and  we  have  received  tlio  most  posi- 
tive assurances  of  furtlier  aid.    Let  us  not  be  wanting  to 
otu'selves.     All  that  is  valuable  to  us,  as  men  and  freemen, 
is  at  stake. — ^The  loss  of  Philadelphia  would  not  be  the  loss 
of  tiie  cause — ^>'0t,  while  it  can  be  saved,  let  us  not,  in  the 
close  of  the  campaign  alTord  the  enemy  such  a  ground  of 
ti'iumph — but  give  a  check  to  their  pro;;re88.  and  oonvinee 
our  friends  in  the  distant  parts,  that  one  spirit  auinratcs 
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the  vbole.— TIFbat  a  pity  it  skovLd  be  that  this  rieh 
TK^ul^uB  city  of  PlMladelpbia  should  £»U  into  the  enemy^s 
bands*  or  that  wo  should  not  hiy  hold  of  the  oppoi^unilgr 
of  de»tro}iog  their  prio^ipal  armyf  bow  removed^  frooK 
their  sbips  of  war^  in  which  their  greatest  strength  lies  !'*♦ 

We  have  already  adverted  to  the  measures  oi  the  Cimie- 
ral  Congress  Cor  raising  a  pernuuient  {bree»  aid  for  eor- 
rectiog  Ui?  eapital  defects  under  whieb  the  army  «YideBthr 
inbouml.  That  venerable  Bodyt  with  a  callkiaess  and  del^ 
beration  wbiob  wouU  seem  to  belong  only  to  the  securitj 
of  a  profoond  peace,  now  proceeded  to  draw  up  articlea  ef 
Confederation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the  Statoo. 
The  intentioQ  of  this  measure  was  to  define,  with  satisfiie* 
t<M7  precision,  the  proper  iotemal  authority  of  each  Stftt^ 
to  point  out  its  relations  with  other  Stales,  and  to  lodge  ki 
the  head  of  this  immense  Body  poUtie,  thait  is,  in  the  G#- 
oeral  Congress,  powers  and  energies  adequate  to  the  eott* 
troui  and  direction  of  tlfe  whole*    This  great  work  ttf  eon* 
federal ioj),  which  particularly  aimed  al  mingiag  the  lai|^ 
and  small  &ates  as  near  tagetbor  as  possible,  was  submits 
ted  to  the  consideration  of  tbo  Legislatures  of  all  the  U* 
idled  Slates,  with  a  vieiv  to  their  conclusive  ratifieaiioib 
through  the  medium  of  tJieir  Delegates  in  the  Ckneral  Coft» 
gress.    For  a  eoasidemble  time  it  dra^;ed  heavily  ob,  an 
might  well  be  expected^  where  so  many  ttistinct  parties 
were  concerned,  and  where,  of  course,  a  variety  of  iriews, 
interests,  and  passions  must  have  Misted*    It  was,  how- 
ever, ultimately  efieeted,  and  with  all  its  deficiencies  it  peov- 
ed  eminently,and  indeed  vitally  useful  to  the  eommos  cause. 

The  rapid  approach  of  the  enemy  towards  Philadelphia^ 
dictated  the  expediency  of  Congress  retiring  to  a  saforand 
more  tranquil  place*  Baltimore  was  fixed  upon  for  that 
purjiose ;  and,  on  the  90th  of  DecemJier,  the  Members  of 
the  Great  National  Council  assembled  there.  One  of  their 
earliest  measures,  after  Hhis  moethig,  was  to  vest  GencMl 
Washington,  in  whom  they  reposed  a  just  and  unbounded 
confiilence,  with  full  and  complete  jiowcrs  <*to  nuse  snd 
collect  together,  in  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  manner* 
from  any  or  all  of  the  U.  States.  16  battalions  of  iofuntry, 
in  addition  to  those  already  voted;  to  appoint  olBcers  for 
the  said  battalions  of  infantry ;  to  raise,  officer,  and  equip 
3000  light-horse*  tliree  i*egimentB  of  artillery,  and  a  corps 
of  engineers,  and  to  establish  their  p^;  to  apply  to  any  of 
the  States  for  sueb  aid  of  the  militia  afli  he  shonld  jad^ 
necessary' ;  to  form  ^uch  mftgazines  of  provisions,  and  19 
sucb  places,  as  he  should  think  proper;  to  displace  and 
appoint  nil.  officers  under  tlie  rank  of  Brigadier-General, 
and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies,  in  every  other  department  of 
the  American  annies;  to  take,  wherever  he  might  be, 
whatever  he  might  want  for  the  use  of  the  army,  if  the 


•  Kemembrancer  for  1776,  part  Srd,  p.  270—1—2. Pftssini 


vmoiNlA^  ^  *^r 

itthaUteiiti  woiM  not  teU  it,  aDowin^  a  tiNisMftMe  pviet   CBAJP. 
fbr  tli0  fame;  to  arrest  aod  eonfiiie  mU  persons  refusing  to       IX. 
take  the  Continental  enrreney,  or  oUierwisc  disaffeeted  to  ^^^-^ 
the  Amerieali  canse."     Those  powers  approxiBUrting  to  •■■*■* 
;4iKatorial  authority,  and  wbieh  only  the  transeendent 
^firtne  of  Washincton,  and,  the  imperious  exigeneies  of  the 
times  eouM  jusSy,   were  Tested  in  the  eomnmnder  in 
C^def  for  the  term  of  six  months,  unless  sooner  determiir- 
ed  by  Congress.    Thos  did  the  patriotism  of  an  exited 
^mraeter,  superior  to  dl  guspieion,  and  the  generow 
•onfidenee  of  a  people  who  ascribed  their  reverses,  not  tor 
imlivkhial  treoehery,  igooranee,  or  timidity,  hut  to  the  ^ 

seal,  uoeontrottlable  Jieeessity  of  eireumstanees,  happily 
aonenr  in  iirrigorating  that  military  system  whieh  al^ne 
emiM  retrieve  "fermer  defeats,  and  ultimate^  lead  to  tho 
aeeomplishment  of  the  objciets  in  view ! 

The  rigor  adopted  in  respect  to  individuals  impairing  by  F^nml 
ttni^  distrust,  either  real  or  pretended,  the  eretfit  of  the  d*»cuiu« 
Continental  bills,  may  appear  unquestionable.    Yet,  it  was 
recommended  by  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the 
Goontry  at  that  «me.    Taxation,  which  alone  could  have 
lessened,  if  not  entirely  removed  those  embarrassments, 
Imvf  ug  been  rejected  as  a  dangerous,  because  -an  unpopir- 
lar  m^re,  the  artificial  substitutes  of  loans  and  lotteries 
were  found  inadequate  to  the  extraordinary  exigencies  re- 
suiting  from  the  present  situation  of  Uie  country.    '*  The 
worst  enemy  we  have  now  (says  an  eminent  patriot  from 
I4assaehusetts,  in  a  letter  written  about  that  time,  and  at 
this  moment  before  our  eyes)  is  poverty— real  ooverty  in 
the  shape  of  exuberant  wealth.    No  poor  mortals  were  t^ 
vep  more  perplexed  than  we  have  been  with  three  misfor- 
tunes at  once,  any  one  of  which  would  have  been  alone 
sufficient  to  have  distressed  us— a  redundancy  of  the  me- 
dium of  exchange— a  diminution  of  the  quantity  at  market 
of  the  luxuries,  the  conveniencies,  and  even  the  necessa- 
ries  of  Kfe— and  an  increase  of  the  demand  for  all  these, 
occasioned  by  large  armies  in  the  country.— The  grand 
desideratum  now  is,  to  raise  the  value  of  our  money,  and      - 
thereby  lower  the  prices  of  things.    Without  this,  we  can- 
not  carry  on  the  war-with  it,  we  can  make  it  a  diver- 
sion.»*    These  difficul(ies,  however,  were  inconsiderable 
in  comparison  with  subsequent  fiscal  embarrassment!^   1  o- 
pular  enthusiasm  and  confidence  still  counteracted  the  na- 
tural effects  of   vast  paper  emissions,*  without  specific 
l4edges  for  their  redemption. 


•  It  appears  that  Coitinental  bills  had  then  been  emitted  as  oUow^ 
m5-January5,  .  10  0^  to  exchange  ragjrod  W§-. 

June  22,        •  -  2,000,000 


J.ilv25'  .  -   1,000,000 

Ko^mCep??,  .  3,000.000 
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CHAP.        Sanguine  bopes  of  foreip  assistance  were,  as  wa  hare 
IX.       already  remarked,  entertained  by  Copigress,  and  the  peo* 
'       pie  themselves,    in  some  Countries  of  Europe,  a  fayoraUe 
■'■■  '  disposition  towards  America^  bad  been  manifestod*      To 

DccembfJT.  ^*^^  **^»P»  ^^^  P^*'*^  of  Fi*ataee  and  of  Spain  liad  be^a  earljr 
Friendljr    opened.    Those  nutij^us  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  an  ex* 
dispcuition    ieottive  sbare  in  tlie  beneiiis  of  a  trade  hitlierto  monopo- 
wp^p^*  Jized  by  England.    In  their  numerous  harbours,  partieii- 
etA.  larly  in  those  of  their  West-India  possessions,  Amerieao 

priyatcei*s  were  admitted,  and  allowed  to  dispose  of  their 
prizes*    In  vain  the  British  Cabinet  loudly  remonstrate 
to  the  Courts  of  Yersailles  and  Madrid,  .against  that  in- 
^  dulgenee.    A  resistance  likely  to  terminate  in  crippling  a 

rorroidable  rival,  accorded  with  the  secret  views  of  those 
Courts  f  and,  though  tLey  did  not  openly  approve  and  en* 
courage  in  any  of  their  sulgects,  individual  zeal  and  enter- 
prize  in  favor  of  America,  they  did  not  peremptorily  re- 
^*  press  them.    Many  French  ofScers,  of  eminent  talents 

were  suffered  to  engage  in  the  service  of  Congress.  Amon^ 
these  was  the  Engineer  Duportail,  whom  General  Wash- 
ington^ judiciously,  and  successfully  employed.    Another, 
the  Chevalier  4e  Fermoy,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier-General.    Immense  naval  and  military  prepa- 
i*ations  were  also  making  in  the  principal  French  and  Spa- 
^      nish  ports,  which  alarmed  Great-Britain,  and  encouraged 
the  Americans.   Holland,  though  less  menaeing,  because 
less  warlike,  and  less  powerful  than  either  Finance  or  Spain, 
'  yet, efficiently  served  the  new  republic,  whilst  actively  ex- 
erting her  mercantile  spirit,  and  furnishing  to  (he  United 
States  various  supplies.  The  other  European  powers  more 
or  less  concurred  in  the  same  friendly  sentiments,  l^ortugal 
'  alone,  long  since  an  humble  and  faitliful  satellite  of  Eng- 

land,  shut  her  ports  against  American  privateers,  and 
^^.^  would  not  permit  the  exportation  to  America  of  military 

and  other  stores. 
For  the  purpose  of  cherishing  in  the  French  Cabinet  dis- 

{ positions  so  auspicious  and  so  promising,  and  of  procuring 
arge  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition,  together  with 
clothing  for  the  army,  Mr.  Silas  Deane  had,  early  iii 
1776,  been  secretly  sent  to  France.  He  successfully  ef- 
fected some  of  the  intended  objects;  and  this  partial  sue-* 
cess,  combined  with  the  general  aspect  of  the  political  hori- 
zon of  Europe,  induced  the  appointment,  ali'cady  noticed, 
of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  to  act  jointly  with  Mr. 


1776    Fcbruaiyir,  -                   .  4,000,000 

May  9,          .  .           5,000,000 

June  28,  -                    .   l,ooo,000 

July  22,        .  .        5,000,000 

Ndvcmb^-S,  -               .  5,000,000  in  small  c^an^. 

Total,  5526,010,000 
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Deane,  as  Commissioners  from  (he  United  States^  near  the    CHAP. 
Court  of  Versailles,  IX. 

'These  Commissfbners  i?ere  instructed  to  make  further ' 

purchases  of  arms  and  ammunifion;  to  solicit  from  the      . 
French  eoTernment  leave  to  arm  and  equip,  in  their  ports,  Leading  ol>- 
any  namber  of  vessels  not  exceeding  six,  at  the  expenee  of  jects  of  the 
the  United  States,  those  vessels  to  war  on  British  proper-  nibsionto  . 
tyj  to  iipprove  the  friendly  dispositions  of  his  Most  Chris-  ^"'^^^ 
tian  Majesty  into  a  treaty  of  alUancei  tjie  outlines  of  which 
had  been  traced  by  C«|gress ;  to  procure,  if  practicable,  a 
loan  .of  ten  millions  at  francs^  and  a  supply  of  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  muskets  and  bayonets,  together  .with  am- 
muattion,  and  brass  field  pieces,  the  whole<ta  be  sent  to 
America  under  convoy  by  France,  at  the  charge  of  the       ^    . 
United  States;  above  alU  to  urge  the  solemn  recognition 
by  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  of  the  Independence  pro- 
claimed by  Congress,  and  to  which  the  people  were  resolv- 
ed firmly  and  invariably  to  adhere.    With  ihese  mandates 
other  injunctions  were  connected,  pressing  on  the  French 
nation  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  alliance,  as  promis- 
ing to  tbem  a  vast  accession  of  commercial  benefit  and  poli-  ' 
ttcal  importance;  quieting  the  fears  conceived  by  ^ain  in 
relation  to  her  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  America ;  and 
tending  to  prevent,  through  the  magnanimous  interference 
of  the  French  Monarch,  further  enlistments  of  foreign*  * 
mercenaries  imder  the  banners  of  Great-Britain. 

Dr.  Franklin  reached  Nantes  in  the  beginning  of  Decern-     Dec.  13. 
ber  and  immediately  repaired  to  Paris.  Hisfam^  had  pre-  DrFrahk-^ 
ceded  him.    Important  discoveries  in  science  had  illustra-  ^JJ^f  *^ '" 
ted  his  name  longbeforeit  was  endeared  by  patriotism.    In 
France,  the  American  contest  had  early  excited  universal 
attention ;  nay,  it  had  produced  there  an  efiervescence  of 
popular  entbu^iasm,  unprecedented  in  other  than  transcen- 
dent national  concerns.    Popular  feelings  are  seldom  re- 
'  gulated  by  the  frigid  calculations  of  statesmen  and  econo- 
mists.   Both  the  Count  de  Yergeniies  and  Mr.  Turgot, 
though  auguring  well  of  the  embarrassments  of  a  haughty 
and  dangerous  rival,  had  recommended  in  respect  to  Ame- 
rican affairs,   a  cautious,    temporizing  policy;    and  the 
youthful  snecessor  of  Louis  XT,  naturally  was  of  a  pacifiCf 
naambitious  disposition.  Ail  this,  however,  could  not  pre- 
"^ent  the  burst  of  national  sympathy  to  which  we  have  al- 
luded.   Historians,  who  too  often  view  nations  and  indivi- 
duals in  an  unfavorable  light,  have  ascribed  this  moral 
phenomenon  to  the  influence  of  the  mutually  hostile  senti« 
ments,  which  political  and  other  causes  have  contributed 
deeply  to  implant  in  the  minds  of  the  natives  of  France  and  , 
England.  In  looking  for  motiv<esofaction.  we  would  rather  , 
elevate  than  debase  our  species.    To  us  the  lively  interest 
njanifcstcd  throughout  France  for  the  rights  <^f  America, 
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CHAP,    appeaw  to  have  originated  io  purer  sdureei;  ytd  teewy  ift 
IX.       that  inherent  magnanimity  of  the  human  charaoter  vlii^» 
upon  viewing  some  great  and  arduous  struggle  of  tri^h 
with  error^  of  virtue  with  profligaey.  of  liberty  with  dea- 
potism,  impels  the  generality  of  mankind  to  the  right  aide 
of  the  question*  and  enlists  their  best  prc^nsiiies  and  ^ 
nergies  in  behalf  of  the  wise^  the  good*  and  the  brave  of 
any  age  or  country;  and,  moreover,  in  the  pee^liiir  spirit 
tif  the  French  nation — a  nation  not  merefy  polite,  aSkblet 
refined,  enlightened'  biit  ardently  tUve  to  evei-y  generoua 
and  exalted  feeling ;  and  prompt  Co  imbibe  and  cberirii  im- 
pulsive partialities  for  genins,  virtue,   and  beroismy  of 
whatever  region  they  may  be  the  growth.  No  wonder  tl»^ 
among  such  a  people*  injured  America  should  have  mm^ 
and  strenuous  advocates;  no  wonder  that,  among  thu  same 
people,  the  venerable  representative  of  a  country  dii¥ea 
to  the  last  extremities  by  British  oppression,  should  Bieet 
with  the  respect  and  sympathy  due  to  his  private,  as  well 
as  to  his  public  character!   In  Franklin  the  French  bad 
long  admired  the  Philosopher,  and  esteemed  the  Statoa* 
*inan;  in  him  they  now  loved  the  Patriot.    They  were 
deeply  ftruck  with  that  fervid  devotion  to  his  native  coun- 
try, which,  at  an  advanced  age  of  seventy- five^  had  brought 
him  over  an  ocean  of  vast  extent,  and  through  multiplied 
.  and  imminent  perils  of  watchfal  hostility,  to  plead  her 
eause,  and  lay  her  distresses  before  the  first  throne  hi 
Europe.    In  the  eyes  of  all,  this  cause  was  just,  noble, 
florious;  it  was,  they  emphatically  exclaimed,  the  cause 
of  humanity ;  and  well  did  it  become  France  to  espouse  it«-^ 
Franee  so  often  the  refuge,  the  hope,  and  the  auxiliary  of 
distressed  nations,  as  well  as  the  asylum  of  persecuted  in* 
dividuals ! — The  mo<lesty,  the  dignified  simplicity,  the  pre* 
found  sense  of  Franklin,  his  socratic  manner,  blended  with 
an  amiable  gaiety,  conciliated  at  the  same  time  afibetioe 
and  esteem.    He  hadtmken  his  rasidenee  at  Passy,  a  plea* 
sant  village,  near  the  gates  of  P^ris.    In  this  retreat,  be 
seemed  to  bewail  the  hard  fate  of  his  beloved  country,  e 
prey  to  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  war,  and  threatened  with 
slavery  still  more  cruel.    A  report  having  gone  abroad 
that  IiOihI  Stormont  the  British  ambassador,  unable  to 
conceal  his  jealousy  and  alarm  at  the  American  tiiission, 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  received,  and  its  probable  re- 
sults, and  particularly  uneasy  at  the  vicinity  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, had  dcmandcft,  in  the  name  of  his  Court,  that  he  shonld 
be  forth witli  oi*dcred  out  of  the  Kingdom,  the.  popular 
feeling  rose  to  a  degree  scarcely  conceivable.  Indignation 
against  England,  and  sympathy  for  Franklin  and  his  coun- 
try, now  were  at  their  acme.    The  farmer  was  viewed 
as  a  relentless,  implacable  tyrant;  the  latter,  as  a  ^ori- 
ous  martyr  in  the  Jiest  of  causes,  that  of  lilierty  and  pa- 
triotism.    Whenever  Franklin  issued  from^is   modest 
retreat,  to  attend  the  sitting  of  the  AcMlemy  of  Seicnecs 
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^hieb  was  frequently  the  ease)  gazii^  and  ftdnriring   CrfAP« 
erotHb  hailed  his  appearanee»   and  attended  his  steps.       IX. 
Men  eminent  by  their  stations^  tteir  birth,. or  their  fame,  ^ 

•tike  soogfat  his  converse  ;  and  fashion  hersolf  paid  to  him  •™=*'^ 
ft  tribate,  whioh,  though  fugitive  md  unsubstantial*  was 
not  to  be  totally  disregarded,  siaee  it  furnished  flattering 
and  ausfHoiotts  indieations  of  the  public  sentiment  Bu^ts 
ef  Franklin  adoroe^l  almost  every  house ;  even  the  fanciful 
tiqrs  of  the  day  exhibited  his  ve^rable  features.  His 
sententious  remarks  Were  re-echoed  in  every  drele  f«nd|, 
fVom  one  extremity  of  France  to  the  other,  a  loud  ory  was 
lieard,  calling  upon  the  GkivemmeDt,  to  assi||t  a  country^ 
possessing  so  many  claims  to  the  sympathy  and  support  of 
a  mafnanimous  nation.'^'  Thus  strong  was  the  current  of 
opinion*  impelling  Franee  towards  AmcQca !  But  it  suf- ' 
fieed  not  to  have  conciliated  the  national  mindi  the  mo^ 
narch  and  his  minbters  must  be  propitiated.  On  aocom* 
pushing  this.  Franklin's  exertions  were  chiefly  bent,  and 
we  will  soon  have  to  record  their  jjuccessful  result. 

Cominisfdoners  were  likewise  appointed  to  the  ("ourts  of />^he?  n^^* 
Madrid,  Vienna*  Berlin,  and  Florence,  all  known  to  be  ''^'^ 
well  disposed  to  the  American  cause.  It  appeared  expe« 
dient  to  give  each  of  those* Courts  solemn  assnrances  of 
the  immutable  resolution  of  the  United  States  to  maintain 
that  Indepddenee  which  they  had  asserted.  Another  do* 
sirable  object  was  to  counteract,  through  the  interpositi* 
on  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  of  the  Kingof  Prussii^ 
IPS  well  as  throngb  that  of  France,,  the  further  purchase 
by  the  British  &ivernment  of  armed  mercenaries,  to  act 
against  America.  In  addition  to  these  important  purpo- 
sest  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  Conrt  of 
Berlin,  and  a  loan  Acorn  the  grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  were 
contemplated.  It  was  understood  that,  during  a  protract- 
ed period  of  profound  peace,  and  unprecedented  prosperi- 
ty, that  Sovereign  naturally  of  an  economizing  dispositi- 
on, had  hoarded  up  immense  treasures.  As  no  interrnptv 
on  of  the  calm  enjoyed  by  the  Italian  States,  was  then  pro- 
bable, the  praodcabiiity  of  borrowing,  upon  easy  terms, 
part  of  the  wealUi  which  lay  dormant  and  unproductive  in 


*  This  pi<;ture  of  national  enthusiasm,  is  not  too  strongly  coloured.  The 
Historian,  though  extremely  youne,  at  that  time,  recollects  some  circum- 
stances connected  with  it.  He  oistinctly  remembers  the  eager  curiosity, 
and  deep  veneration  which  the  appearance  of  Franklin,  every  where  exci- 
ted, having  himself,  at  that  tender  age,  been  taken  by  his  Parents,  a  dis- 
tance of  several  leagues,  to  behold  the  illustrious  American.  ,He  remem- 
bers also,  and  much  more  distinctly,  the  religious  awe  and  profound  sorrow, 
with  which  the  Constituent  Assenibly  heard  the  short,  but  impressive  ad- 
dres^of  Mirabeau,  on  the  death  of  the  Sag^mho  had  eriHghtened  both  -worldi  f 
nor  has  he  forgotten  the  funeral  honors  ptud  to  FrasJcliirs  memory,  through- 
Out  all  France,  fess  inconsequence  of  this  address,  than  from  the  dTectofO- 
nifesal  admiration  and  respect  for  hira  who 

•*  Eripuitcoelo  fulii^n>  sceptrumque  tyranoiis'' 


u% 


mSTOHY  OF 


CHAP. 
IX. 


1777 


the  fi^iid  Duke's  c6ffers,  readily  suggested  itself.  To  th^ 
missir  Q  designed  for  this  speeifie.  elgeet,  Mr.  Izard  was  n^ 
minatedy  but  his  exertiona  were  inelfectuaL — ^Blr.  Mazzei^ 
a  native  of  Tuseany^  formerly  employed  in  managing  sone 
of  the.eoneem8  of  the  Dueal  treasury^  but  who  had,  aooo 
after  the  beginning,  of  the  Ameriean  contest,  emigrated  io 
Virginia,  with  a  view  to  introduce,  upon  an  extensive  scale, 
the  cultivation  of  vines  and  olive-trees,  was  afterwards  de- 
puted by  the  Governor  of  the  State^P.  Henry«  to  negoti- 
ate a  loan  in  behalf  of  the  Common  wealtli ;  this  attempt^ 
though  conducted  by  Mazzei  with  great  zeal  and  ability, 
equally  failed  of  success. 

As  we  progress  through  the  vast  field  of  revolutionary 

events,  it  would  be  pleasing  to  stop  short  at  .every  ii^erest- 

MiUtary    ^6  '"^"^  Commanding  station,  and  thence  to  open  to^he  * 

events  du-    companions  of  our  journey  a  full  view  of  the  important 

ring  the        scenes  whieh  present  themselves  on  all  sides.    This,howe» 

Se's^in?    ^^*'>  ^^^  """^^^  ^^  pariicular  history,  and  ihe  limits  of  oop 

plan,  equally  forbid.    |tapid  glances  over  those  transaeti- 

.  ons  of  which    Yirginia  was  not  the  immediate  theatre» 

jnust  satisfy  us. 

Tho1)old  and  fortunate  manoeuvres  of  Greneral  Wash* 
ington,  at  a  moment  when  tfie  haughty  foe,'  lolled  by  vie* 
tory  into  a  presumptuous  security,  thought  only  of  rea[nng 
the  fruits  of  conquest,  had  saved  Phili^elphia,  reeoverel 
almost  the  whole  of  New  Jersey,  and  forced  the  enemy, 
now  confined  within  the  narrow  bounds  of  the  Country  a- 
bout  Brunswick  and  Amboy,  to  operations  exclusively  de- 
fensive. Against  his  foraging  parties,  stratagem  and  ad- 
venturous enterprize  were  often  used  with  brilliant  sue- 
cess  ;  and  the  American  army  was  thus  gradually  prepar- 
ed and  inspiHted  for  the  toils  and  hazards  of  the  approach- 
ing campaign.  Inoculation,  cautiously  «ant reduced,  ended 
in  beneficiau  results/and  removed  one  of tlie  prineipalap- 
prehensions  of  the  commander  in  Chief.  Ever  intent  on 
his  country's  honor  and  advantage,  Wasliington  reluelant- 
Iv  submitted  to  the  inactivity  of  a  winter  encamproeirt. 
A  plan  againt  New  York  was  formed,  and  Heath  directed 
to  advance  towards  King's- Bridge,  \^'ith  his  own  troc^  and 
the  reinforcements  under  Lincoln,  to  the  end  of  effecting 
a  salutary  diversion.  Fort  Independence  was,  therefore, 
attacked,  but  without  success.  An  expedition  planned^  at 
the  same  time,  against  Rhode  Island,  was  likewise  relin- 
quished. Washington's  army  yet  remained  in  a  state  of 
comparuf  ivc  weakness.  FVom  many  and  various  impedi- 
menls,  the  battalions  ordered  by  Congress  were  slouly 
raised ;  and  only  the  light  war  .of  skirmishes  could  \^1<h 
prudence  be  ventured  u|K>n.  Some  movemenls  of  (he  en- 
emy renewed  Washington's  fears  for  Philadelphia,  but 
these  fears  happily  proved  groundless.  IniriReal  attenwU 
made  by  the  disaffected  in  the  counties  of  \yorce8ter.  So- 
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menel^aiid  Dorset, /were  qaiekly  repressed  by  the  vigl-    CHAP, 
lanee  and  activity  of  the  Patriots ;  besides  the  gallant  Mer-        IX. 
eer,  Virginia  lost,  in  the  partial  engagements  which  took  ^^^^^ 
plaee  during  the  winter,   several  of  her  bravest   sons.  •^— — 
Washington,  who  wept  over  them,  because  he  vras  a  man, 
might  yet,  as  a  soldier  and  a  ci^tizen,  exult  at  the  glory  of 
his  awn  his  native  State,  from  whieh,  as  from  a  nurttery  of 
valoar,  sfNung  so  many  able  and  intrepid  defenders  of  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  the  rightsc  of  the  whole  human 
raoe* 

In  enlisting  her  qnota  of  men  for  the  Continental  ser- 
vice, Virginia  encountered,  in  common  with  the   other 
States  considerable  difficulties.    A  sense  of  local  danger, 
a|id  other  causes,    ntore  or  leas  operative,   retarded  the 
completion  of  the  force  to  be  fumisht*d  by  the  State.    Go- 
vernor Henry  once  contemplated  to  till  the  deficiencies  in   Februaiy2i 
the  intemled  regiments  with  volunteers,  engaged  to  serve 
for  six  months.     General    Washington,   convinced    that 
short  enlistments  must  prove  not  only  insufficient,  hut  ru- 
inous, disapproved  of  the  plan :  It  was  therefore  abandon- 
ed, and  a  counter  proclamation'**'  issued,  stopping  the  for- 
mation of  volunteer  corps,  and  most  emphatically  urging 
the  enlistment  of  soldiers  on  terms^  adequate  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  times,  and  to  the  wishes  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
eommander  in  Chief.    Eariy  in  Blay,  the  battalions  re- 
quired,* were  so  far  iilleil,  as  to   render  it  probable  that  a   - 
'  draught  from  the  militia,  would  be  unnecessary.f    This   , 
measure,  hpwever,  we  will  find  ultimately  adopted. 

The  Spring  having  now  returned,  more  active  operati- 
ons wrere  hourly  looked  for.  To  the  expected  renewal  of 
hostile  scenes,  the  British  preluded  by  the  destruction  of 
some  American  stores  at  Peek!s-Kill,  and  by  more  serious  '^P^ 
injuries  at  Danbnry,  in  Connecticut.  The  loss  of  the  gal- 
lant Wooster,  who  fell  in  this  last  affair,  whilst  striking 
the  rear  of  the  retreating  invaders,  was  severely  felt  by 
the  Ain^rieans.  The  intrepid  Arnold  who.  on  the  same 
oeeanon,  harrassed  the  enemy  with  great  effect,  added  a 
new  laurel  to  his  brow  ;  nor  had  the  British  much  cause 
to  boast  of  this  expedition.  Independently  of  a  loss  of  a- 
bout  170  men  killed,  prisoners  and  missing,  their  savage 
conduct  in  burning  Danbnry  and  Ridgefield,  inflamed  the 
popular  mind  even  to  phreozy  ;  and  the  hopes  which  Ge- 
neral Howe  had  conceived  of  enlisting,  in  that  quarter,  mul- 
titudes of  disaffected  individuals,  under  the  Royal  stand- 
ard, were  totally  frustrated.    Nor  were  the  Americans 


•  Sec  v\  Purdie's  Virjnnia  Gasiette,  for  December  27tli,  1776,  the  pro- 
clamation of  Henrv  for  raisinj^  tolunteera ;  and  in  the  same  Gazette  for 
February  ^Ist,  W77,  the  counter  proclamation  here  alluded  to. 

t  See  Appendix,  No.  16. 


814  HISTORY  OP 

t 

CHAP.  Aow  Hk  retdiating  strfttagem,  and  d^stracitioii  ^  mlBstmry 
IX.  stores.  With  a  haadful  of  brave  companions,  CoIomJ 
Meigs,  already  eonspicvous  as  one  of  the  boldest  foiiow^ 
ers  of  Arnold  in  tbe  Canadian  expedition,  fasflird  frmm 
Guilford  to  Sagg-Harbour,  a  sfiiall  port  in  the  Northem 
section  of  Long- Island,  vrhere  a  iM>nsideniiile  quantity  <rf 
forage,  grain,  and  other  necessaries,  iras  understood  to 
have  be«i  collected  for  the  Royatarmy  at  New  York*~ 
^^^'  Meigs  and  his  men,  reaching  the  British  deposit,  aboat  2 
o'clock  in  the  mornings  ^vanced  on  the  guards  with  fiansd 
bayonets,  overpowered  them — set  the  vessels  anil  forage 

%  on  fire — killed,  oi*  secured  all  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  ex- 

cept a  few,  whose  escape  the  darkness  of  the  night  favour- 
ed—returned  to  Guilford,  wtthoittt  sustaining  angr  losO'^ 
'  having,  in  25  hours,  removed,  by  land  and  water,  oner  a 
space  of  90  miles.  Six  of  tbe  enemy  were  killed,  and  nine* 
ty  taken  prisoners.  Twelve  brigs  and  sloops,  one  an  arm« 
ed  vessel  mounting  12  guns,  were  entirely  consumed,  to* 
gether  with  a  large  quantity  of  forage,  com,  rum,  and  o* 
ther  supplies.  No  private  proiierty  was  injured.  Hie 
prisoners  were  humanely  treated,  and  all  the  articles  be- 
longing tit  them«  held  no  less  inviolaMe  than  their  per* 
sons.  The  thanks  of  Congress  were  solemnly  returned  to 
this  gallant  party,  and  a  sword  voted  to  Colonel  Meigs,  as 
a  distinctive  mark  of  high  and  unanimous  apprdbpd* 
on. 

A  mysterious  oloud  still  enveloped  the  designs  of  C^enc^ 
ral  Howe  for  the  opening  campaign.  It  was,  indeed,  evU 
dent  that  two  great  objects  must  occupy  his  tbougbts*— a 
junction  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  with  the  army  from 
tha  North — and  tbe  occupation  of  Philadelphia,  then  the 
metropolis  of  the  new  Republic.  But  which  of  these  two 
'  objects  was  he  determined  to  pursue  ?  If  the  second,  was  he 
likely  to  ;ittempt  a  march  through  the  Jerseys,  and  the 
passage  of  the  Delaware,  which  might  be  successfully  op^ 
posed  ?  Or  would  he,  availing  himself  of  the  focility  whiek 
a  numerous  and  powerful  fleet  afforded  him  of  conveying 
without  annoyance,  his  cumbrous  forces  up  the  Chesa- 
peake or  tbe  Delaware  Bay,  proceed  by  water  to  «ome  fi^ 
vourable  point  of  deliarkatlon,  and  there  pour  out  his' le- 
'  gions«  which,  in  a  country  uninterseeted  by  large  rirers^ 
undefended  by  high  mountains,  might  with  ease  overcooro 
all  probable  resistance,  and  possess  themselves  of  the  de- 
voted City?  This  uncertainty  great  ly  perjdcxed  the  Ame- 
merican  Fabius.  He  saw,  however,  tbe  necessity  of  some 
cautious  plan,  tending  to  utilize  and  consolidate,  instead 
of  dissipating  and  enfeebling,  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand.— ^These  forces  were  to  constitute  a  main  and  cen- 
tral body — and  communications  must  be  secured  between 
thatI>ody  and  tlie  secondary  armies  at  Tteondcroga  anfi 
at  PeekVKill5  so  as  to  facilitate  reeiprocnl  aid  ami  ta|A- 
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fnt^uponaffindevciopeinetit^f  IheMamj'sTtewv    Tof  CHAP, 
tliis  purpose,  a  posiHoo  was  selected  on  the  high  and  stro^;       ]X« 
groiiBdsiimr  the  Bariton;  and  that  every  threatened  point  ^ 
might  be  rendered  as  defbnsible  arcireumstanees  allowed^  '"  '  J' 

Ibe  troops  from  the  Eastern  States  were  distributed  be* 
tween  lleonderoga  and  Peek's  Kill ;  those  fVom  Jersey  to 
die  South,  ineludingNorth^Carolina,  were  directed  to  join 
Cteneral  Washington.  The  exposed  situation  of  South  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia,  made  it  expedient  not  to  draw,  for  the 
present,  any  tro<^  from  those  States.  In  their  soUeitu^ 
isr  the  fate  of  Philadelpbia,  Congress  had  directed  the  for- 
matioN  of  a  eawp  on  the  western  side  of  the  Delaware,-:. 
This  eamp,  Washington  composed  of  mOitia,  supported  by 
a  small  body  of  regulars,  and  caused  the  whole  to  be  pla* 
eed  under  the  command  of  the  experienced  Arnold.  To 
MIddlebrook,  the  advantageous  scite  wMeh  we  have  men*  May  8ft. 
thmed»  he  himself  repaired,  adding  to  its  natural  strength 
several  fortificati<ms  of  art,  and  anxiously  watching  from 
its  heights  the  movements  of  hb  adversary,  in  order  to  di* 
reet  opposition  whenever  those  movements  should  indicate 
its  necessity.  Sullivan,  stationed  at  Pfineeton,  was  direct- 
ed to  wage  the  petite  guerre  of  a  partisan,  and  that  only* 
The  militia  of  New  Jersey,  who  now  manifested  for  the  ser- 
vice ef  their  country,  an  uncommon  degree  of  alacrity,  i^ 
eeived  orders,  so  soon  as  the  enemy  should  commence  his 
•peraiions,  incessantly  to  hangon  his  rear,  harrasshis  flanks^ 
and  intercept  or  disperse  his  detached  parties,  wilhoutf 
however,  exposing  themselves  to  the  hazards  of  an  extent 
sive  engagement. 

These  judicious  and  salutary  dispositions,  dictated  by  a 
consciousness  of  his  own  inferiority  in  numbers,  diseiplinef 
and  other  military  advantages,  Washington  was  enabled  to 
complete  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  by  the  unae- 
eountable  difaitoriness  of  the  British  Commander.  Nor 
was  this  slow,  indecisive,  creeping  policy  confined  to  Sir 
William  Howe.  Happily  for  America,  it  cbaracterizedt 
with  a  few  exceptions,  the  measures  of  the  British  lea- 
ders, during  the  whole  course  of  the  war. 

Finally  emei^ing  from  his  protracted  torpor.  Sir  Willi-  •'^^^• 
am  Hewe,  eariy  in  June,  traDsferred  himself,  with  strong 
reiiirorcemeftts,  from  New  York  into  Jersey,  marchc^ 
from  Atnboy  to  Brunswick,  and  appeared  to  threaten  PW- 
faidelphia.*  His  first  object,  however,  was  to  draw  Wash* 
iagton  from  an  encampment  where  he  could  not  be  ad^ 
vantageously  attacked,  and  to  bring  bim  to  a  general  acti* 
tm  in  a  more  open  and  level  part  of  the  country,  where  a 
single  well  directed  and  mighty  blow  could  annihilate  his  ^ 
whole  force.  Washington  possessed  too  much  sagacitv  not 
to  penetrate  the  enemy's  intention,  and  too  much  prudence 
to  relinquish  his  secure  position,  and,  with  an  army  in  so 
many  respects  inferior  to  that  of  his  opponent,  to  stake  the 
llearest  interests  of  his  country  on  the  fifctc  of  a  single  batf 
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CHAP.    tie.    "Wheiiy  therefore^  tbe  British  forces  advanced  fra& 
1^«       Brunswick  towards  the  Delaware^  in  two  formidable  eo- 
Igmns.  the  American  General^  still  convinced  that  the  first 
'  blow  was  intended  against  himself,  and  steadily  resolved 

to  maintain  bis  favourable  position^  far  from  quitting  the 
heights  of  Middlebrook.  assumed  there  a  more  formidable 
attitude,  erecting  additional  defences,  and  calling  to  his  aid 
detachments  from  the  corps  at  Peek's-KilK  In  the  mean 
time,  Morgan  with  his  select  Body  of  riflemen,  and  Sulli* 
van  with  some  cavalry  and  the  Jersey  militia,  severelj' 
I  gallefl  the  boHtile  lines  ;  and  had  Sir  William  Howe,  lear* 

log  un<!istut'l»ed  the  main  American  army,  made  a  serious 
attempt  to  cross  the  Delaware,  Washington  eontemplatedy 
an  attack  on  his  rear,  whilst  his  front  should  be  opposed  by 
Arnold.  For  the  execution  of  this  scheme,  however,  no 
opportunity  was  offered.  Baflled  in  all  his  attempts  to*  se- 
duce or  compel  the  Ameiiean  General  to  a  decisive  actioo^ 
Howe  rapidly  retraced  his  steps  to  Brunswick,  and  thence 
to  Amboy,  wherewith  a  view  to  an  embarkation  of  his 
troops,  in  pursuit  of  some  important  object  yet  unknown  to 
the  Americans,  he  immediately  threw  over  the  channel  on 
the  west  of  Staten  Island,  a  portable  bridge  originally  in- 
June  23  tended  for  the  passage  of  the  Delaware,  and  thus  convey- 
ed to  that  Island  his  heavy  baggage,  and  part  of  his  troops* 
— During  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Brunswick  to 
Amboy,  Morgan,  Sullivan,  and  Maxwell,  were  directed  to 
harrnss  the  enemy  in  flank,  vhilst  Oreen^,  detached  from 
'Middlebrook,  at  the  head  of  three  brigades,  should  annoy 
them  in  the  rear.  From  accidental  causes,  little  injuiy 
was  inflicted  on  the  retiring  foe,  escept  by  Morgan*8  for- 
midable corps. 

Washington  had  long  been  desirous  of  striking  some  im- 
portant blow.    The  passage  of  the  British  army  into  Stam- 
en Island  seemed  to  favour  his  wish.    He,  therefore,  ad* 
vanned  to  (juibblet^wn,  with  a  view  to  ikll  on  the  rear 
of  his  adversary,  or,  at  least^to  cover  Stirling's  division  and 
other  American  parties,  whicb-had  already  approached  the 
hostile  lines.  .  This  deviation  from  his  cautious  system  wai 
June^.       near  proving  fatal  to  the  American  Chief.    Recalling  the 
portion  of  his  troops  which  had  already  passed  over  to 
Staten  Island,  Sir  William  Howe  rapidly  marched  in  {wo 
columns,  towards  Westfield.     Whilst  one  of  these  colnmns 
should  attack  Washington  at  Quibbletown,  the  other  was 
to  seize  the  heights  which  he  had  too  promptly  abandoned. 
Apprized  of  this  movement,  Washington  immedmtely  re- 
gained the  camp  at  Middlebrook  ;  and  the  enemy  frustrated 
in  his  main  object,  though  successful  in  a  sharp  skirmish 
Howe  saiu    with  Sterling's  dirision,  near  the  Scotch  plains,  crossed 
tVom  Sandy-  ^^^p  ^^  Staten  Island,  on  the  30th  of  June,  and  weighing 
^yi^.        from  Sandy-Hook,  on  the  3Sd  of  July,  steered  for  lihe 
South,  leaving  Washington  doubtful  and  perplexed)  a*  to 
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016  red  ob|eet  of  thte  embarkatioD.    Ht  had  always  be*    CHAP, 
lieved  the  object  of  Sir  William  Howe  to  be  the  cominand       IX 
of  the  upper  HudaoDy  and  under  this  impression,  had  taken  ^^^^^ 
every  possible  measure  to  render  the  station  of  Peek's  till  ==^=** 
inexpungable.    Now  apprehensive  of  a  feint,  he  took  a      ^{^777 
position  which  alike  enabled  him  expeditiously  to  extend 
&e  firoteetion  of  hi^  army  cither  to  that  hmportant  pasB, 
or  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia.    A  bold  and  snecessfol  at- 
tempt by  lieutenant  Colonel  Barton,  with  a  handful  of  mi- 
litia^  a^iast  M^jor   General  PresiM>t^  on  whom  the  com- 
mand of  the  Bralish  force  in  Rhode-Island  bad  lately  de- 
Tolvedy  greatly  animated,  about  this  time,  the  hoiies  of 
^e  'Americans.    Unobserved  by  the  guard  boats  of  the 
eneBfl^f  Barton  and  his  few  attradimts  passed  Arom  War- 
wick to  the  l¥e»terti  part  of  the  hlaad,  proceeded  without 
loss  of  time  to  Prescot's  iinarters,  seized  the  eentinel  at 
hit  do<ir,  and  one  of  his  aids-de-camp,  took  the  General 
hiHiself  in  his  bed,  and,  with  cautions  celerity,  conveyed 
him  to  an  American  po8t«    Thus  was  an  officer  of  equal 
ra^  with  Major  General  Lee,  and^  likely  to  be  exchanged 
for  hira,  captured  under  circumstances  Bcarly  similar  to 
those  which  had  placed  the  latter  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy* 
This  atehievement  was  justly  applauded  by  Congress,' the 
people,  and  the  army. 

The  belief  of  Washington  that,  although  the  hostile  fleet  Brents  oa 
had  bent  its  course  to  the  Southward,  still  the  real  object  theLakesw 
of  General  Howe  was  a  junction  with  Burgoyne,  on  the 
upper  Hudson,  had  derived  new  strength  from  late  Intel- 
Ugeaeeof  the  impetuosity  with  which  the  latter  pursued  his 
victorious  march  towards  Albany.  Early  in  July,  Ticon- 
deroga  had  been  evacuated  by  Si.  Clair,  without  a  siege. 
In  its  retreat,  the  American  division  had  been  hotly  pur- 
sued, overtaken,  and  notwithstanding  a  most  gallant  defence,  - 
defeated  with  considerable  loss.  Fort  Anne  and  Skf^enslio- 
rough  were  occupied  by  the  enemy;  harrassed,  broken,  dis- 
pirited, the  troops  under  St.  Clair  appearetl  totally  •unable 
to  cheek  the  triumphant  progress  of  the  BritisL  '^  The 
junction  alluded  to  having  thus  become  more  practicable^ 
it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  an  attempt  towards  it  would 
be  riiadeby  Sir  William  Howe;  yet  Washington  kept,  at 
the  same  time,  an  anxious  eye  on  Philadelphia.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  lowe  Counties  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Dela^ 
ware,  and  of  New  Jersey,  were  ciilled  to  arms,  and  other 
preparatory  measures  taken  against  eventual  invasion, 
through  thci  Bay  of  Delaware. . 
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CHAP  ' 

jr    •       Whilst  the  two  armies  were  thus  preluding  to  the  awf  q1 

drama  to  be  shortly  aeted  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  or 
-----=-=9  on  those  of  the  Delaware,  the  Exeeutive  of  Virginia  pur- 
General  •  sued,  ivith  encrgetie  zeal,  the  measures  sanctioned  by  the 
^^msac^ons  late  General  Assembly,  for  the  removal  of  obnoxious  per-' 
m  irgmia.  ^^^^^  ^^j  f^^  ^^  adequate  augmentation  of  military 
gaSst^JSi  force.  British  merchants,  not  weJl  affected  to  the  cause 
fected  per-  of  America,  were  peremptorily  ordered  to  leave  the  State, 
eons.  and  such  as  failed  to  comply,  in  due  time,  with  this  order, 

taken  into  custody  and  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  The 
recruiting  service  was  pressed  with  suecessful  ardour,  and 
desertion  subjected  to  rigorous  penalties.  Under  the  in- 
d^ertere"*^  flucuce  of  mistaken  sympathy,  or  attachment,  several  per- 
sons harboured  and  concealed  individuals  who,  at  so  criti- 
cal a  juni^ture,.  unblusbingly  almndoned  the  banners  of 
their  country.  ,  On  the  2Mh  of  April*  Governor  Henry  is- 
sued a  proclamation  intended  to  crush  a  practice  so  neffi- 
rious,.  in  a  case  of  voluntary  enlistments,  and  when  the 


fires  ofilie  eitizen^,  their  liberty,  and  whatever  Freemeii    CHAP. 
ought  te  hold  deoTf  were  mvaded  by  an  armed  foree  ;  di-        3m 
rectuig  diligent  seareh  to  be  made  for  all  military  fugi-  ^^^^ 
tiv^esy  but,  at  the  same  time,  opening  a  prospect  of  pardon  »"«» 
to   8ueh  \is  should  spontaneously  surrender  themselves.      ^^^,^ 
Energetie  regulations  were  besides  adopted,  tending  to  en- 
foree,  among  the  troops,  order,  discipline,  a  due  respeiyt 
for  property  and  other  civil  rights  ;  in  short,  a  strict  adr   * 
herence  to  aU  the  duties  of  their  honorable  profession. 
Thus  were  the  fundamentals  of  military  worth,  gradually 
established,  by  the  introduetion  of  regularity*  system,  and 
experience ;  they  made  ample  amends  for  those  deficient  ,  \ 

ees  which  the  general  state  of  things  did  not  yet  permit  to 
remove. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  public  mind  was  cheered  by  the  Am^of 
appearance,  in  the  principal  rivers  of  the  State»  of  several  ^J^f^^^e 
Fi-ench  vessels  loaded  with  warlike  stores.  Arrivals  of 
this  description  were  now  frequent  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States.  They  resulted  either  from  private  com- 
mercial enterprize,  or  from  purchases  made  in  Fitmce  by 
Dr.  Franklin  and  lus  colleagues;  such  purchases  being 
secretly  allowed,  and  even  favoured  by  the  Cabinet  of  Ver- 
sailles. From  Holland  and  Spain,  various  supplies  were 
also  procured. — Another  circumstance  productive  of  con- 
Mdenible  joy  and  benefit,  was  the  return,  about  this  time, 
of  Colonel  Gibson  and  Captain  Lynn,  who,  in  May  1776, 
had  been  sent  by  General  Lee  to  New-Orieaps,  ^vith  a  small 
escort,  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  with  the  Governor, 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  quantity  of  gun-powder.  Of 
,this  valuable  article,  they  now  brought  to  Virginia  twelve 
thousand  pounds,  obtained  on  moderate  terms.  This  ex- 
pedition, which  ended  so  successfully  notwithstanding  the 
multiplied  dangers  of  the  route,  was  universally  applaud- 
ed, and  soon  after  liberally  rewarded  by  the  Legisla- 
lure. 

Amid  the  hurry  of  revolutionary  scenes,  and  the  clan-  Mating;  of 
gour  of  war,  it  is  pleasing  to  behold  an  homage  paid  to  sci-  a  Scientific 
ence.    A  taste  not  only  for  elegant  literature,  but  also  for  Soc*«^> 
profound  research,  at  that  time,  prevailed  through  Vir- 
ginia.   A  zealous  professor  at  the  University  of  William 
and  Mary,  the  learned  Dr.  Smalt,")^  patronized  and  encoU- 


•  Dr.  Small  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  g^eat  individual  usef^ilness.  In 
Virg^inia,  he  fo:  me  J  disciples  whose  li^ht  has  irradiated  seveial  depart- 
ments of  science  ;  and,  on  his  retom  to  Enriand,  haviutp  settled  at  Bir- 
niingbam  as  a  physician^  his  application  ot  chemical  discoveries  to  vari- 
es manufactures',  jrreatly  promoted  the  rposperity  of  tlat  place.  <>f  tliat 
amiable  and  meritorious  professor,  the  Historian  lias  heard  the  late  Go. 
vemor  P^c,  and  the  late  Bisliop  Madison  speak  with  entlmsiasm.  Mr. 
JeJIepson  also  expresses  the  w:irmest  gratiiude  for  Dr.  Small's  enlighten- 
c<l  and  afi'ectionate  guidance  of  his  studies,  when  at  College.  The  Dr. 
*asprofessorof  mathematics,  and  fo^r  sometime  occupied  the  philosophi- 
cal chair.    1/e  first  introduced  into  bpth  schools    r&tijnal   and   elevated 
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CHAP,    r^ed  tgr  Qoremor  Fauquier,  tb^  s4>I^  Q^tapsfh^ 

X.         everfilled  t^ie  chair  of  goverttmeni  in^Virgixim,  belore  tl»ie 
'  revolution,  had  chiefly  coniributed, Mi  thjedifTusioa  of  ihw^ 

■    taste.    The  men  wjio  possessed  it  bad,  mosiof  tbena^bpeo  hi^ 
4  ^^-      diseiple^s.  Thej  aimed  at  higher  obje^ets  than  present  e;ratifi* 
cation  or  future  fauie.     ^JTbey  fulljunderstoov  tbepr/iioipl9 
*^  that  national  industry  is  compounded  of  thieoryt  appUon^ 
tiopt  and  execution."    Puraxiils,  wbicb  to  Tulgfor  eyes  ^p^ 
pear,  at  best,  pure  sources  of  rational  amu^ementi  viete  bjf 
tliose  men  justly  considered  as  intimately  linked  wtb  tbe 
interests  and  prosperity  of  husbandry,  manufactures,  th«i 
arts,  and  commerce.    In  the  vast  ex;tent  of  tbeir  countiy^ 
tbey  saw  boundless  fields  of  research  hitherto^  uiitroddm« 
A  few  natives  of  the  State,  possessing,  at  the  same  tiniie,  9| 
laudable  spirit  of  investi^Uon,  and  much  liberal  leisiife^ 
had,  indeed,  explored  some  favourite  spots  in  this  imn^ens^ 
region  of  promise.     Scientific  travellers,  drawn  to  Ihit 
side  of  the  Atlantie  by  an.  ardent  thirst  after  knoviiledg^ 
^  had  also  examined  and  described  the  most  prominent  o^ 
those  treasui^es  with  wbieh  the  bounteous  hand  of  nature 
has  enriched  the  forests,  the  pli&n^,  the  rivers,  and  the^ 
mountains  of  Virginia.    But  the  solitary,  unassisted  ef- 
forts of  the  former,  and  the  transient  attention  of  the  Iat<> 
ter,  could  only  produce  nari*ow  and    unsatisfactory  ror 
suits.    Their  laboui*s  could  not  embrace  a  range  of  diseiK 
very  suflSciently  extensive  to  benefit  mankind  in  any  re- 
markable degree.    The  uses,  nay,  the  very  names  of  num^ 
berless  native  pY*oductions,  still  remained  unknown.    The, 
uniform,  unremitted,  regular  efforts  of  a  zealous  and  sys#^ 
tcmatic  association,  were  evidently  wanted  to  produce  re« 
suits  splendidly  and  substantially  useful.    A  society  was^^ 
BCTeficial     therefore,  instituted,  wrhose  commendable  oI\jeets  were,  by. 
S^rJ^*^e^y.  ®*^"^c^5ng  i»t<>  a  proper  focus,  the  solitary  rays  of  genius ; 
^'  and  knowledge,  which  beamed  here  and  there  tlirougbout 
Virginia,  to  throw  some  light  on  several  of  the  Sciences,  to, 
render  them  all  familiar  to  the  inquisitive  and  the  studi- 
ous, and  to  .apply  them  with  skill  and  efficacy  to  the  per-* 
fecting  of  those  arts  which  might  be  most  essentially  ser- 
^viccable  to  the  country  at  large.    Of  this  society,  Mr. 
John  Page^  who  with  the  active  patriotism  of  which  we 
have  already  related  so  many  proofs,  combined  eminent. 
scientific  acquirements,  was  now  President,  and  the  Rev'd, 
Jame^  Madison,  professor  of  mathematics  at  William  and 


courses  of  study  ;  and  from  an  extraordinary  conjunction  of  eloqueftce 
and  logic,  was  enabled  to  conimunicate  them  to  tlie  Students  with  p^at 
effect.  Dr.  Small  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Geot^  Wyth^,  and  first  in* 
troduced  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  patronage  and  fiiendsnip  of  that  venerable 
cUar&cter.  Gov«i*nor  Fauquier  has  been  delineated  by  Mr.  Burk. — Suflice 
-it  to  observe,  ihat  Small,  Wythe,  and  Fauquier,  were  inseparable  frjenils. 
Mr.  Jcfieridn  wassojii  added  to  that  truly  Attic  society,  r/hose  cMef  eiu 
j-')ymeiits  were pl.ilc jophical  cunvei-iation,  v.vA  iimsic. 


IXary^CflflegA^  Mted  «»  me^  of  the  Seereteriet^  and  as  Cii>    CHAK 
tttortafhe  same.    For  two  years  past,  ihe  meetings  of        X. 
tbat  useful  assoeiatioa  had  been  iatemipted,  partly  by  the 
^urUieal  state  of  the  eouatry,  and  partly  by  the  diflMiilty  of 


ean^eiiiQg  so  larger  a  numtor  of  members  as  was  reifuired      47.* 
to  eoDstitute a  meetiog^  eoafimnably  to.eertain  fupdaBnea*  -      ^'^ 
t|U. regulations*    It  was,  therefere*  judged  Deeessarg^,  aii4 
resolved  by  a  meeting  hf  Id  at  the  Capitol,  early  ia.  Mayv 
thkt  for  the  future  seven  members,  with  the  President,  or 
Tiee  President  ineLttsiYef  mi|;ht  |H"oeeed  to  businesH,  and 
thii^  a  Committee  then  appcimted,  should  immediately  es> 
axain?  and  pitbUsh  sueh  pajpers  as  tliey  Aould  judge  wor^ 
Hiy  of  a  plaee  in  their  truBapetions.    Seferal  valuable  pai- 
ppera  on,  eurious  and  useful  suh^ts,  some  astronomical  Ob* 
servations,  and  many  tnteresting  meteorologieuljoifrnals^ 
had  already  been  given  in,  and  a  hope  wa»  entert^ned  of 
soon  presenting. the, whole  to  the  public  eye  through  thft: 
medium  of  the  press. — It  is  to  be  sincerely  regretted  that: 
the.eaUs  of  the  war  prevented  those  preeious  germs  from 
receiving  the  dovolopement  of  which. (hey  were  susoepti-* 
Ue,     Such  an  institution^  if  cherished  and  nurtured  into  a 
pn^^r  degr^  of  vigor,  would  have  been  attended  with  tlia 
happiest  e^ets.     It  would  have  furnished  delightful  and 
manly entertainm^t  for  its  members,  diffused  abroad  a. 
spirit  of  useful  inquiry,  stirred  up  a  laudable,  emulation  a* 
moag^ineaof  geniiis,  drawn  out  of  obaenrity,  and  brought 
into  action,  men  of  abiiitiesy  whose  modesty  has  deprived    '  ^^ 
the  worU  of  valuable  discoveries,  and  speculations,   in 
short,  by  reacting,  in  a  greater^or  less  degree,  upon  eduea^ 
tiOHf  manners,  and  industry,  it  would  have  eminently  con- 
tributed to  the  dignity  of  the  national  character,  and  to 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  prosperity  of  the  coun* 
try. 

On  the  6th  of  May*  the  General  Assembly  met  at  the  Mfee*in^  of 
Capitol,  in  Williamsburg.    Archibald  Cary  was  chosen  ^^^''^' 
Speaker  of  the  Senate ;  and  George  Wythe  placed  m  the 
Chair  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

To  .this  pre^emioeni  distinetioo,  George  Wythe  was  en- 
titled not  only  by  superior  depth  and  extent  of  legal  and 
political  knowledge,  but  by  spotless  purity  of  virtue,  and 
a  devotion  to  the  common  cause,  both  fervent  and  syste- 
matic. Distinguished  before  the  present  contest,  as  a 
self. instructed  scholar  and  philosopher,  as  jmi  aWe,  zea-  ^ 

lous  and  disinterested  adrocate,  he  had  become,  on  the 
very  first  movements  of  the  opposition,  equally  conspicu- 
ous as  a  firm  ai|d  decided  patriot.  Actions,  not  words, 
cliaracterizcd  tlie  patriotism  of  George  Wythe.  No^  soon- 
er did  Virginia  call  her  si>ns  to  anus,  than  he  joined  a 
corps  of  i^hmteers.  Exchanging  forensic  for  martivd  |Mir- 
atiits,  he  was  seen  daily  inuring  himself  to  military  *»»s<^*- 
pline,  and  the  toils  of  the  field.    But,  though  in  need  ol 


S&^  mSTORYtfP 

CHAP*   fioldieps,  his  eai^nlry  still  more  wanted  statesmen  and  le*^ 
X.        gislatori.    Her  publie  eouncils  were  the  proper  theatre 
for  abilities  like  bis :  there  his  peculiar  usefulness  eould 
»  be  exerted  to  the  utmost  advairtage.    Aeeordlhgly,  the 

V.,--  voiee  of  his  fellow-citizens  called  him  to  a  seat  u  the 
^^^^  .  House  of  Burgesses^  over  whieh  he  presided  for  some 
time,  with  universal  approbation.  A  still  more  important 
trust  was  confided  to  hin\,  by  his  appointment  to  the  Ge- 
neral Congress,  which  assembled  on  the  18th  of  Maj^ 
1775,  a(hd  assigned  to  America  <<  a  iHstinct  and  separate 
station,  among  the  nations  of  the  world/'  The  honorable 
task  delegated  to  him,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee*  of 
Revisers,  brought  him  back  to  Virginia;  and  the  City  of 
Williamsbnrg  placed  him  in  the  Assembly,  of  which  we 
now  see  him  elected  Speaker.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
his  illustrious  pupil  and  friend,  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  aa- 
Boeiated  with  him,  in  all  the  stages  of  this  patriotic  rad 
tiseful  career. 

Two  striking  circumstances  dbtingaish  this  sessioii — 
the  immense  number  of  (letjtions  laid  before  the  Assembly, 
md  the  parental  attention  bestowed  npon  them.  In  all 
countries,  instate  of  war  necessarily  produees  much  pri- 
i^ate  distress;  but  jt  ia  only  in  popular  governments  Aat 

Civate  distress  becomes  so  peculiarly  an  object  of  I^is- 
tive  concern. 
Principal  The  same  session  exhibits  an  unabated  activity  of  mili- 
acts  of  this  tary  preparation.  The  better  organization  and  discipUne 
SesMon.  ^f  iIj^  militia,  were  eiliciently  promoted  by  judicious  and 
Measures  (energetic  regulations.  This  was  soon  followed  by  an  act 
ibr  ooropietp  y^r  the  more  readily  eompUHng  the  quota  of  troops  to  be 
einifl^  the"  ^^^^^^  *'^  the  Commonwealth.  Any  two  members  of  the 
quota  of  militia,  in  any  part  of  the  State,  who  should,  before  the 
c^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  October  following,  procure  an  abl^  bodied  sol- 
continaitai  jj^^,  ^^  sepve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or^uring  the 
war,  were  to  be  exempted  from  all  draughts  whatever, 
and  from  other  military  obligations,  during  the  term  tor 
which  such  a  recruit  should  be  eoKstod.  The  recruit  him- 
self was  entitled  to  the  Continental  bounty  and  other  al- 
lowances, independently  of  private  gratuities.  The  arrest 
of  soldiers,  in  cases  of  debts,  or  demands  not  exceeding 
iif(y  dollars,  was  prohibited  by  this  act.  But,  not  trust- 
ing entirely  to  tlio  effect  of  the  encouragements  formerly 
oftercf],  and  those  now  given,  the  fi-amers  of  this  act  di- 
rected a  just  and  equal  draught  from  the  militia,  in  the 
following  manner. 

In  each  military  section  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the 
10th  of  August^  ensuing,  the  deficiency  of  men  in  the  quo- 
ta allotted  to  that  section,  was  to  be  ascertained  by  pro- 
per military  and  civil  authorities; and  the  miKtiaTdividiHl' 
into  us  many  lots  as  there  might  ^e  men  wanting,  to  com- 
plete the  quota  i*equired.    In  forming  the  scvci*al  divi- 
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sionsy  i^rd  was  to  be  principally  bad  to  tbe  mimber  of  CHAP. 
able  bodied  meOy  and  to  property,  so  as  to  observe  as  far        X. 
tks  praetieable^  a  strict  equality  in  respeet  to  both.    Each  J 
division  was  t6  furnish  one  man.    In  ease  of  refusal*  or  ®=""^' 
vegleet,  ihe  field  oifieers.  jointly  with  certain  magistrates,      5^777 
'vrere  to  drani^t  those  individuals  who  could  best  t^  spared, 
aiijd  promised  to  be  most  servieeable.    From  these  allot- 
ments scarcely  any  citizens  were  exempted;  and  the  men 
tbits  drau^ted  were  placed,  in  all  respects,  upon  the  same 
ibotin^  as  the  Continental  Regnlars. 

By  the  same  Act  a  battalion  of  ten  companies  of  artil* 
lery  was  directed  to  be  raised.  For  this  purpose  the  most 
liberal  encouragements  were  held  out — espeeially,  in  the 
provision  made  for  thc^  support  and  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  the  wives,  children,  and  aged  parents  of  all  poor 
soldiers,  during  the  absence  of  the  latter  in  the^ublic  ser^ 
wioe. — ^We  have  mentioned  a  scheme  of  trade  for  which 
appropriations  liad  been  made  in  1776.  This  afforded  fur« 
tber  means  of  excitement  for  entering  the  ariny.  All  soK 
diers  were  to  be  supplied  out  of  the  public  store  with 
elothinisrand  other  necessaries,  at  the  prime  cost>  and  with<^ 
out  any  advance  whatever,  upon  directions  to  that  effect 
from  their  commandiiig  oflSeers. 

An  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth  was  re-  OathofaUe. 
quired  from  all  free-bom  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  ^^iJ«i^^^* 
t^nxteen.    Recusants  were, to  be  immediately  disarmed,  *^"  ^ 
aind,  moreover,  deprived  of  all  civil  rights.    Individuals 
coming  fron^  other  States  into  Virginia  were  called  upoh 
^o  renounce  all  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain^ 
and  a  iiromisc  was  require<1  from  them  not  to  do  any  thing 
firejudieia!  to  the  Independence  and  interest  of  the  United 
Stateg. 

To  carry  into  effect  two  resolutions  of  Congress,  for  the  ConOnentai 

Svrpose  of  obtaining  a  loan  of  seven  millions  of  Continental  op'Si^at 
ollars  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  loan  office  was  \ViiiiaiiK- 
opened  at  Williamsburg,  and  William  Armistead  sqipointed  burg> 
to  superintend  its  operations^    For  the  repayment  of  the 
sums  borrowed,  at  the  end  of  tliroe  years,  the  faith  oY  the 
United  States  was  pledged.    Specie,  Continental  paper 
dollars,  or  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  by  the  State, 
might  constitute  part,  or  tbe  whole,  of  each,  sum  thus 
bbrrowed;  and  that  sum  could  not  bc^ess  than  two  hun,« 
dred  dollars.     Certificates  were  delivered  ^o  the  lenders* 
who  received  upon  the  same,  an.  annual  interest  of  six  per 
cent, 

A  desire  to  prevent  tlic  further  emission  of  large  suras  Eaitabii^h- 
of  paper-money,  induced  an  act  for  borrowing,  on  account  mentof am> 
of  the  Commonwealth,  one  million  of  dollars.    G.  Webb,  ^^^^^ 
or  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  was  c*ntrusted  with 
the  management  oFtbis  loan,  the  cireomstt^nccs  of  \vliifh 
fesemUed  those  of  the  last  ease,  except  that  Uic  «ums  bor* 
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C3IA3P.   irmM  wen  not  to  be  less  tbaii  Arete  Imwdvea  doDws^Mk. 
X        Severe  peDaUies  were  enaeled  to  preveat  fraud  .^  tt^ 
*  kind,  in  respect  bodi  to  CootiDeBtal  and  State^eertHleates. 

'^^^™*^*  la  the  eireiit  of  this  loan  not  stteeeeding,  Treesnrjr.Notes 
177^      vrere  to  be  issued  in  dollars^  and  parte  of  doikirs.    TiM 
idreiilation  of  these  notes  was  enforeed  by  certain  Het^sw 
tions ;  ami  they  were  deelared  redeemaUof  <>n  ilie  ^rst  4s9 
ofDeeember,17M. 
J^ct  to  mp-       Congress,  aware  of  the  iinmeiise  and  naltifarioift  ewS^ 
^C'^r^^  threatened  by  depreciation,  had  been  soUoitomly  employ^ 
ntnuiaSd^*'  ^"  measures,,  tending  to  keep  up  the  value  of  the  ContStten- 
State  pi^er    ^  l^i'l^  of  credit.    Among  other  provisions,  they  had  r^ 
moucy.         commended  it  to  the  respective  Legislatures  to  pass  tawa^ 
declaring  these  bills  a  tender  in  all  payment  of  all  debta^ 
The  Legislature  of  Vii^oia,  therefore,  paieed  an  wA 
making  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  authority  rf  Congreaa 
eurrent  in  all  payments,  tcade,  and  deafin^  within  the 
Commonwealth.    A  refu^  of  Continental  or  State  bUOs, 
or  a  demand  of  more,  in  such  bills,  than  in  any  other  speu 
cies  of  money,  or  the  exchange  of  the  same  lor  grfd  or  sib. 
vcr  below  par,  was  made  punishable  with  forfeiture,  exv 
tingulshment  of  interest,  and  other  penalties.    Creditora 
were  compelled  to  receive  the  tender  thus  made,  and  spe^ 
elalties  were  not  to  be  withheld  and  secreted,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  operation  of  this  law  #_Thus  far  was  the  rew 
commendation  of  Congress  complied  with  by  the  Lrgishi* 
ture  of  Virginia.    That  this  measure  was  inadequate  to  its 
object  will  appear  in  the  «equel  of  our  narrative.  Opinion^ 
not  law,  regulates  such  matters.   To  the  imperious  neces- 
sity of  the  times,  we  most  look  for  the  motive  of  this  po- 
licy; and  acquaint  the  Legislators  of  the  demoralizing, 
and,  in  many  cases,  individually  ruinous  operation  of  the 
retr^-active  clause  in  this  act  for  the  legal  tender  of  paper 
biUs.    Both  Congre;^  and  the  State  Legislatures,  at  that 
time,  contemplated  Vie  redemption  of  paper-money  at  par 
With  gold  or  silver.    Hence  this  law.  which  a  rapid  rab- 
sequent  depreciation  rendered  partially  fatal,  whilst  it 
fundamentally  promoted  the  universal  good.    It  was  one 
of  those  extreme  cases  which  call  for  extreme  f^medies. 

8a1.US  POPUM  SUPRBM4  LEX  ESTO ! 

Deserting  had  become  so  frequent  as  to  threaten  serious 
injury  to  those  great  interests  which  now  hung  on  the  sub- 
cess  of  military  operaUon.  The  Proclamation  of  Gvernor 
Henry  against  this  fatal  practice,  and  its  abettors,  has  al* 
iNBady  been  noticed.  The  Legislature,  justly  dreadmg 
the  consequences  of  itsreooUnoance,  adopted  vigorous  m«i- 
•ures  for  the  apprehensloa  of  soldiers  known  or  suspected 
to  be  deserters.  •Strict  injunctions  to  that  effect  were  laid 


•  See  on  fSynopti^  m  the  AppOTdi^r 


Mfttti^ ;  e^sictersuile  rewards  oflfbred  fbi:  tbe  seizure  ot        X. 
tMb  fiigitiVedy  llhd  heavy  forfeitures  denounced  ^gakist    ^ 
(ftMe  persons ^hh shonld  hiurtitiui^ or  entendin  arty  ofiheni  ^iBsssxam 
Ptr  the  tpiBM  of  twenty  t&ttt  hbnri ;  or  fatonr  their  eon-       ^f^y 
eMlttMtntia  6!fe^  by  j^ureHA^ing  or  exeliAnging  tlieir 
MRts^  keeetttr^eftti. 

Afietner  tnt^rtafit  iiet  ifiii  j^Ssed,  with  d  yiew  to  pro-  -prtvUk^  a- 
^Mt  sigainst  tdtaf^i^ns  and  ittsurreetions.  Aeeording  to  this  gainst  inva.- 
Aet,  m  MOititt  of  ekeb  eottnty  Wis  to  bfe  divided  into  ted  "onsa^din-i 
fxtta^  as  nearly  e^uni  ai  l^ossiAIe.    From  sueh  anotments,  •**'^^"^'*' 
it6  Cifi^  0^  miBtttt^  ^  and  eapcieity  was  to  be  exempi- 
^.     Upon  receiving  iiiteB!geM»e  of  any  invfision  or  iosur* 
rection»  in  his  own  county,  any  ofiker  of  the  militia  was  im- 
mediately to  eonvey  sueh  intelligenee  to  the  commanding 
offieer  of  said  county;  ahd,  in  ease  of  extreme  urgene^^ 
fbrthwith  to  rake  the  ndlltitt  under  his  special  command^ 
a6d  proceed  agtinit  hmidefs  or  insni*gents.    If  the  ease 
itteiuted  of  dekiy,  or  was  t»  fraught  wi(h  danger  as  to  re^ 
^re   a  greater  force  than  that  whieh  the  eountv  alone 
^onld  famish^  a  eofiUnmriciitkid  was  to  be  madie  to  the  Go- 
itemor  by  el^esst  and  assistanee  called  from  the  adiaeent 
couiitieo*    T^  OoTf  eraor  was  then  to  call  Into  the  field  ade- 
fuate  numbers  of  the  tnilitia  from  the  most  eonveniei^t 
parts  of  the  State  |  attd  to  ^apnoittt  proper  commanders. 
This  act  further  i^glttated  othe^  points  connected  with 
tMs  sulgeet,  and  promotive  of  efBolent  service  from  the 
nulitia  in  the  eases  which  it  embraeed. 

The  policy  of  frequently  changing^  hi  fr^  political  in-  ^^^^ 
stitutionS)  influential  s^nts,  suggested  an  act  for  limiting  ^rressionai 
the  continuance  in  <^ee  of  Che  Delegates  to  Congress  from  Deie^tioa 
the  State  of  Tirginia,    ITie  term  of  service  was  limited  to  5^^^ 
three  successive  years,  after  wbich^the  sam^  person  could 
not  serve  again,  'till  he  had  been  one  Whole  year  out  of  of- 
fice.   It  was,  moreover,  ctlaeted  that  no  person  chosen  in 
future  as  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress*  should 
lie  eligible  to  either  House  of  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwe^h,  doMi^  hb  oontinuance  in  the  Delegaiiqi^. 
The  same  act  r^ulate^  the  salary  of  the  Congressional 
Delegates.* 

Thomas  Nelson,  one  of  the  Delegates  then  in  Coiigres^,  . 

^as  compelled  by  the  bad  s^^  of  his  health  to  resign  that  meI;?^*S^ 
Mation,  no4ess  laborious  than  honotirable.    George  Mason  legates. 
^^  appointed  in  his  place ;  and  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both 
innises,  BeigaiBin  Harrison,  George  Ma^oUf  Joseph  Jones,  T^*"^ 
.Francb  lightfoot  Ijcc,  «id  John  Harrison,  were  nominated  ^v^^a 
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*  In  1775,  the  sslaiy.allow^  the  Ckmgregsiontl  Delegates,  was  45  Shfl. 
\V.  C.)  per  day,  and  1  ShiUkig' per  mile  ;  their  present  salary  was  48i  Sli. 
>^  day,  and  Is.  ad.  per  nw^.    Deprecialion  was  alreadp^  Wt 
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Delegates  16  the  General  Congress  for  onto  year»  from  the 
11th  of  August  following  Thus  was  R.  H.  Lee  omitted  in 
this  appointment.  It  appears  that  reports*  injurious  to  the 
reputation  and  publie  eharaeter  of  that  Gentleman,  had  in 
^^^^  his  absenee,  been  alledged  against  him.  This  led  him  to 
solieit  an  enquiry  by  the  House  into  the  nature  of  those  ak- 
kgations.  The  Senate  attended  tUs  enquiry,  and  their 
presence  gave  additional  solemnity  to  the  scene.  Several 
witnesses  were  examinedf  and  Mr.  Lee  heard  in  his  plaee^ 
His  conduct  had  been  pure,  and  his  fame  was  brightened  by 
this  ofdeal.  The  Senate  withdrew ;  and  the  house  eame 
to  a  resolution,  in  oonsequence  of  which  ttie  Speaker,  the 
Tcnerable  George  Wythe*  stflressedMr.  Lee  in  the  foQow- 
ing  words : 

^  SiB, 

It  is  with  peculiar  plea^re  that  I  obey  this  com-  * 
mand  oi  the  House,  because  it  gives  me  an  opportunity, 
whiht  I  am  performing  an  act  of  duty  to  them*  to  perform 
an  act  of  justice  to  you.  Serving  with  you  in  Congresty 
and  attentively  observing  your  conduct  thercy  I  thought 
that  you  manifested  in.  the  American  cause,  a  zeal  truly 
patriotic ;  and,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  exerted  the  abili- 
ties for  which  you  are  confessedly  distinguished,  to  prose- 
*  cute  the  good  and  prosperity  of  your  own  country  in  par- 
ticular, and  of  the  United  States  in  general.  -  That  the  tri- 
bute of  praise  deserved,  may  rewara  thosQ  who  do  well, 
and  encourage  others  to  follow  your  example,  the  House 
has  come  to  tliis  resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  by  the 
Speaker  to  Biohard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.  for  the  faithful  ser- 
vices he  has  rendered  his  country,  in  jthe  discharge  of 
his  duty,  as  one  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  in  General 
Congress. 

To  which  Mr.  Lee  answered : 
JIfr.  SpeakeTf 

I  thank  the  House  for  this  instance  of  eandi^r  and 
justice,  which  I  accept  the  mote  willin^y,  as  my  eonseienee 
informs  the  it  is  not  undeserved.  I  consider  the  approba- 
tion of  my  country.  Sir,  as  the  higliest  reward  for  faithful 
services,  and  it  shsUl  be  my  constant  call  to  merit  that  ap- 
probation by  a  diligent  attention  to  publie  duties. 

My  thanks  are  particularly  due  to  you  Sir,  for  th»oUi- 
^ng  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  signify 
the  vote  of  the  House,  and  I  pray  you.  Sir,  to  reeetve  my 
grateful  acknowledgements  aecprdingly. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  having  thus  honorably 
dispelled  the  clouds  which  had  for  a  o^oment  obscured  Mr. 
Lee's  political  character,  he  vrv^staAf  tutored  to  the  con. 
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fidenee  of  hk  fellow  citbens.    lo  the  ooane  of  the  tessioity    CHAP. 
George  Mason  having  resigned  his  appointment  as  one  of       X* 
the  Congressional  Delegates^  Riehard  H,  Lee  was  nomina-  _^^^ 
ted  in  his  room. — ^The  thanks  of  the  Senajte  had,  in  the       , 
most  flattering' manner^  been  added  to  those  of  the  House      ^^^p^ 
of  Delegates.  ^^^    . 

Arariee  and  frand  are  ever  on  th^  watch,  ever  ready  to  Provision 
ctrenmvent   or  seize  their  prey.     They  were  insensibly  foptherece- 
oreepiog  into  the  bosom  of  the  n^w  Republio.    Yarious  J^^^**"^' 
persons,  receiving  money  at  the  treasury  of  the  common-  ^^   ^  ^ 
wealth  for  public  uses,  applied  it  td  private  purposes, 
and  when  called  on,   refused  or  neglected  to  repay  the 
same.   Against,  this  evil  no  adequate  remedy  had  yet  been 
provided.    It  was,  therefore,   enacted  that  it  should  be 
iawful  for  the  Treasurer  to  sue  such  persons  in  the  name 
of  the  Governor,  and  to  obtain,  against  them  and  their 
securities,  the  usual  redress  of  judgment  and  exeioution, 
with  interest  and  costs.    The  same  act  guarded  ag^in^^  And  for  the 
the  infraction  of  contracts  entered  into  with  the  govern-  tulfilmentof 
ment ;  in  short,  it  applied  the  axe  tp  the  root  of  unpriacL  ^Jjf^ 
pled  speculation,  or  criminal  and  ruinous  neglect.  ^^mnenu 

The  labours  of  this  active  Session  were  not  confined  to 
the  acts  of  which  we  have  just  stated  the  substance.    Iron     Otheria- 
works;  and  the  making  of  salt  received  from  the  Legisia-  J<«»8pJ[tl?ffe 
ture  that  encouragement  which  the  present  situation  of  the  t^ 
country  recommended.    The  sidanes  df  the  clergy  were 
again  suspended  to  amore  distant  period.  Several  acts  of  a 
local  or  personal  nature  were,  moreover,  passed.    Among 
these,  we  remark  the  appointment  of  Commissaries  to  as- 
certain the  losses  sustainen  by  the  late  inhabitants  of  Nor- 
folk, with  a  view  to  extend  to  such  among  the  suficrers  as 
were  friendly  to  the  American  cause,  the  aid  of  a  sympa- 
tbizine  Groyemment.    Another  act  authorized  the  Trus* 
tees  of  the  Academy  of  Hampden  Sidney,  in  the  county  of 
l^rinco  Edward,  to  raise  by  lottery  a  certain  sum  of  money  Act  inik* 
for  the  erection  of  additional  buildings.    That  Academy,  Y^  ^J 
created  by  individual  efforts,  cherished  and  fostered  by  pri-  ^^^ca. 
vate  patronage  and  voluntary  contributions,  had,  in  a  demy. 
shorttime,  risen  into  a  high  reputation,  and  become  enti- 
tled to  the  attention  and  eneouragement  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.   During  the  last  session  of  Ijreneral  Assembly,  the 
Trustees  of  Hampden  Sidney,  had  made  an  eloquent  ap- 
pe^  to  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  the  fathers  of  the 
State.    "  They  were  aware,  they  said,  of  the  expences  at- 
tendant on  a  war,  in  the  infancy  of  Government ;  but,  even 
under  the  growing  load  of  public  debt,  there  were  reasons 
which  seemed  to  them  to  justify,  and  render  necessary 
their  applic^ation  for  liCgislative  aid.    In  the  course  of  hu- 
man life,  and  during  the  ravages  of  a  destructive  war,  it 
was  very  uncertain  how  many  of  those  who  now  filled  the 
civil  and  military  departments  of  the  Goverpment^  might 
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well  knowD^  and  regretted  in  many  parts  of  tkA  8i(ate»  Ui^ 
fow  rcmaiBed  behif^l  to  rapiilx  the  |4l^^fa  ^f  tliose  ik^^ 
should  be  torn  from  it  bj  4^hf  <nr  bj  vsu*.  AU  resouiwe^ 
^7^f  for  education  from  Bri(i»9  vere  eut  off.  Tbe  pros^peot  9^ 
leaying  an  extensire  Republic^  young  and  unefpenfaie«^ 
before  il  bad  acquired  staMlity»  to  ^e  giiid^  by  tbe  Coun* 
$els  and  defended  by  the  arms  of  unslulful  and  tuUettereil 
iuenf  was  too^  unfaToyrabLe  to  be  indulged  by  any  lover  of 
his  country.  |t  might  be  too  late  to  seek  aremedy  for  tb» 
evil  at  the  expiration  of  the  war*  an  event  that  was  uncer- 
tain, and  might  be  remote.  They  did  not  foi|||et  that 
Uierc  w  as  already  a  coJJ^^ge  apiply  eadoired  ;  but  it  was  at 
present,  and  for  ^  loiig  Ume  might  bs^,  too  near  the  scene  of 
danger^  and,  too  miieh  in  the  midst  of  camp^f  to  rei^r  the 
country  that  service  it  would  otherwise  be  capable  of  doiiig. 
If  every  circumstance  of  situation  and  of  common  epinioo^ 
were  un^ed  in  its  favour,  wi^  poUticiaiis  woidd  remepl^er 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  e^trnst  so  iBBfioriiint  a  power  an 
Les^ming^  into  the  h^s  of  a  single  person,  op*ont)rafew« 
Those  who  wei;^  acquainted  witli  the  History  of  Enghiid^ 
well  knew  that  tjie  rivalship  of  Ox&rd  and  Cambridge 
bad  more  than  once  preserved  the  liberties  of  that  JKing* 
dom«  which  mjight  hav^  fallen  a  sacrifice^  if  one  of  them  Im4 
exclussively  possessed  the  prerogative  of  edjieation.  They 
i^OQceivedf  besides,  that  knowleoee  should  be  diffused,  as  e- 
qually  and  ascxtensively  aspowiUeiMfong  the  peopk.  Their 
designs  carried  in  them  no  opposition  to  any  plaee,  or  par* 
ty  of  men  f  their  system  was  Catholic,  and  ealeulatikl  to 
'  banish  those  in vidioiis  distlnetlop%  which,  however  little 
they  might  have  been  felt  under  a  monarohieal  govero- 
ment,  were  improper  and  injurious  in  a  repuUiean  State. 
They  did  not  claim  to  b^  set  on  a  footing  that  wmild  rival 
the  public  Seminary  already  established,  their' publie  ser 
vices  not  having  yet  merited  that  extent  of  patronage.  They 
only  prayed  that  the  Legislature  would  enable  them  to  e- 
rect  such  buildings  as  werc^  iiecessai7  to  accommodate  the 
l^reat  number  of  Students  who  daily  applied  for  admissioin 
into  the  Academy,  ai)d  whose  hopes  of  an  education  were 
likely  to  be  frustrated  through  the  want  of  room  for  their 
reception.  This  aid  they  requested  only  upon  the  most 
parsimonious  plan.'' — ^The  multiplied  and  important  exi- 
^encies  of  the  State  were  incompatiable  with  a  direot  and 
immediate  appropriation  in  favour  of  an  establishmenty 
which  the  prudence,  dose  attention,  and  good  roanagemeni 
of  its  founders  and  its  professors,  had  rendered  so  merito- 
rious ;  the  Legislature  of  1776  though  forcibly  impressed 
with  tlie  weighty  considerations  developed'  in  the  above 
memorial,  and  with  the  liberal  and  patriotic  spirit  which 
it  breathed  (hroughqut,  was  comi^ellcd  <o  Ipavo  to  a  subs*- 


qneiiifiMfcm  etf^.^  Mtrett  amstanee  vldck  we>  hmm    €HAK. 

•SiaJtrtek  Henry  wm  unammomly  eoatinwd  ia  the  offio*     .     '    " 
^^QovfffQor^  cor  Chief  Magistrstetif  the  Conunoiivealth^  ^Bss^a^ 
-fiMT  we  yenr  ttom  tha  Md  of  th^  preseot  msshob  of  Assem-      ^^^7 
iilgr ;  md  Ednuwd  Qmdolph  tfea{i{MKinted  Attorney  Gene-  p.  H^oiy,  m 
]»!•    John  Page*  IhidSey  Digges^  John  Bhur,  l^irUioI»-  re^^mt^ 
mew  Dandridge,  Tbomaa  Walkep,  Nathaniel  Hanrlson^  <^«w 
rriiftmai  Nel$oa  Jun^rf  and  David  Jameson*  vere  several- 
fy  ehosen  member^  of  the  Ckmncel  of  Slate)  hyjht  joint 
baUot  of  h^tb  Houses. 

The  extraordinary  powera  Tested  in  the  FZxeeutive  hf 
tiie-  lairt  General  Aan^nMyf  were  continued  nntil  the  end  dT 
tliA  ni^i  9e«dMi»  the  motives  in  whieh  that  measttre  ha4 
^irlglnatedy  <nprating  at  this  time  more  powerfully  than  e^* 
i(^. — Soon  after  the  meetii^  of  the  present  Assembly^  il 
li;a4  been  recommended  to  the  Governor  to  cause  tbe  clotii- 
img^fiop  the  tfoop^f  the  armsy  and  ammuniSon«  t^igether 
wifh  the  pnbUe  reeords^  to  be  removed  to  the  interior  c^ 
tfee  eoiinti^«    Tbe  a^sailaUe  situation  of  Williamsburg  re« 
quired  tibds  measure*    Tlie  more  secure  seite  of  Richmond 
ice^mmended  that  place  for  the  purpose  in  view ;  it  was  ^J^^^^^ 
H^eordiligly  fixed  upon»^and  the  objects  which  had  excited  y^toRkh- 
the.  solicitude  of  the  Assembly  were  transferred  to  thai  mond. 
tmfi^  the  destined  metropolis  of  Virginia. 

Such  were  the  prineipal.  proceedings  ^  this  session  of    Adjcmrn-. 
^^ssemUy.    It  hadeommeneed  on  the  5th  of  May,  and  it  J^^Lur^ 
terminated  o^  tbe  SSth  of  June,  when  both  Houses  ad*  June  28., 
Jonrned  until  the  3d  Monday  in  Ootobw  following,  to  meet 
jat  the  Cf^ol  in  William^urgt^r  at  such  other  place  as 
the  Governor  and  Councel  might  appijint.    In  these  pro* . 
eeedii^y  and  in  the  mass  of  minor,  yet  interesting  trans-        • 
a^fions  on  record,  wisdom,  concert,  zeal,  and  dingenccf 
a^  eminently  observable    At  this  most  critical  juncture^ 
tbe  love  of  country  called  fi>rth  the  most  extraordinary  ta- 
lents and^energies  from  the  Legislators  entrusted  with  the 
d^inies  of  Tirginia.    Their  ardent  and  unshaken  devoti- 
on to  their  country's  welfare  and  honor,  did  not  shrink 
froin  diiHeuttie^     Calm,  qrstematic,  unambitious,  disin- 
terested, it  was  by  virtue,  harmony,  firmness,  and  unwea* 
i^  activity,  that  .they  were  enabled  to  maintain  a  strug** 
gle  so  arduous,  so  terrific.    In  themy  we  retrace  with  de- 
light and  pride,  the  venerable  features  of  the  sages  of  an- 
tiquity^ when  legislation  and  philosophy,  we  mig^t  add 
heroism,  were  always  connec]led,  and  formed  but  difierent 
parts  of  the  same  exalted  c^haracters^ 

About  this  time,  two  distinguished  characters,  who  had     A^ival  (ff 
lately  arrived  from  France  in  South  Carolina,  with  other  ^^  ^^"^  * 
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Gentlemen  of  mferiop  rank,  passed  tlipongh  Virg|lnfa,  otf 
their  way  to  the  continental  army.  They  were  the  Baron 
De  Kalb,  a  German  by  birth,  who  had  passed  from  the  im- 
perial into  the  French  army,  wh^re  he  held  the  grade  ef 
Brigadier  General ;  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  sinco 
so  celebrated  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  Th^  latter, 
adventurous,  cliivalric,  glowing  with  youthful  ardour,  and' 
military  enthusiasm,  bad  early  attached  himself  to  tho 
cause  of  America,  which  he  thought  not  only  just,  but  lof- 
ty,  glorious,  sacred.  In  the  disposition  of  this  young  no^ 
bleman.  Were  conspicuously  i^traced,  many  of  those  amia- 
Die  and  generous  features  which  characterized  th^andcnt 
Knights  of  France,  the  good  Joinville,  the  fearless  and  re- 
proachless  Bayard,  &  many  others  of  deatliless  fame.  Bless^ 
ed  with  the  gifts  of  fortune,  the  privileges  ofjiirth,  and  the 
endearm^ts  of  conjugal  lore,  the  gallant  La.  Fayette,  stilt 
felt  that  uncofntroulable,  predominating  impulse  which  ur- 
ges noUe  minds  to  great  personal  atchievements.  He  as- 
pired to  the  honor  of  ilhsheathing  his  maiden  s\^ord  in  de- 
fence of  an  infant  empire,  cradled  amid  the  ruins  of  oppres*^ 
sion  and  tyranny.  Towards  the  close  of  1776,  he  had  com- 
municated  to  the  American  Commissioners  his  design  to 
embark  from  his  native  Country  for  the  United  States,  tt> 
whose  service  he  was  desirous  to  demote  himself.  This  de- 
sign they,  at  first,  warmly  encoui-aged.  But  when  intelli- 
Sence  arrived  in  Europe  that  the  Patriot  army,  broken, 
ispirited«  and  reduced  to  little  more  than  two  thousand 
undisciplined  soldiers,  was  precipitately  retreating  thi^ugli 
the  Jerseys,  before  thirty  thousand  British  Regulars,  they 
candidly  disclosed  to  him  the  perilous  and  apparently  des- 
perate situation  of  the  cause  which  he  was  so  (^cr  to  c». 
pouse.  They  likewise  apprized-  him  of  their  inability  c- 
ven  ip  procure  a  vessel  to  forward  his  intentions.  These 
frank  and  honourable  representations,  did  not  damp  his  en- 
thusiasm. "  Hitherto,'*  he  replied, "  I  have  only  cherisb- 
ed  your  cause — ^Now,  I  am  going  to*  serve  it  'Wie  lower 
it  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  greater  will  be  the 
effect  of  my  departure  ;  and  since  you  cannot  obtain  a  ves- 
sels I  sliaH  purchase  and  fit  out  one  to  carry  your  dispatch- 
es to  Congress,  and  myself  to  America.'*  This  assurance 
lie  speedily  realized.  An  enterprize  of  this  nature,  by  one 
of  that  age,  rank  and  fortune,  could  not  fail  of  exciting 
much  sensation.  The  philantropy  and  heroism  of  tlic 
Marqtiis  were  generally  admired  and  extolled.  The  court 
of  France,  either  to  avoid  giving  further  Umbrage  to  tho 
Cabinet  of  St,  James,  or  really  intending  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  his  design,  forbade  his  departure.  It  is  even 
reported  that  vessels  were  dispatched  with  orders  to  inter- 
cept him  on  his  route.  Bfowcver  this  may  be,  tcaiing 
himself  from  the  nrrosof  a  beloved  consort^  whose  situati- 
on, endearing  as  it  was,  could  not  deter  him  from  his  no- 
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hie  pm^ose.  La  Fayette  embarked  for  America,  landed  in    CHAP« 
Chskrleston  towards  the  middle  of  1777,  and,  in  company       X. 
with  the  B^tron  De  Kalb,  and  a  few  other  military  Gen*       ' 
tlemea,  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  to  the  Con-  «=5=b"» 
tinenal  am^.    Congress  hailed  his  arrival  vdth  admiratj*      ^777 
oii«  respect  and  gratitude.    The  rank  of  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral was  soon  conferred  on  bim  :  he  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment, biit  with  modifications  which  added  new  lustre  to  the 
splendour  of  his  character.    lie  insisted  on  being  permit- 
ted to  serve  at  his  own  expenoe,  and  on  beginning  his  ser- 
vices as  a  volunteer.    De  Kalb  was  honoured  by  Congress 
mrith  the  rank  of  M^jor  General. 

The  following  Proclamation  pf  Governor  Henrj^,  evin-  ProtiamaU- 
«es  the  indefatigable  efforts  and  insidious  practices  of  the  on  of  the 
enemies  of  America.  Governor  a- 

«  Wherfeas  I  have  been  credibly  iqforroed  that  several  SS^dang^ 
persons  are  g^oing  about  in  different  parts  of  this  State,  rouspersoiis 
some  of  them  in  the  guise  of  officers-— engrossing  the  com- 
modities of  the  country,  at  the  most  extravagant  prices, 
with  a  view,  as  is  supposed,  of  depreciating  our  currency, 
and  discoursiging  people,  moreover,  by  their  false  and  in- 
jurious reports  of  the  condition  of  our  army,  under  his  ex** 
cellency.  General  Washington,  and  of  the  gener^  posture 
of  our  affair^,  from  engfiging  in  the  American  service :  to 
the  end,  therefore,  that  all  such  persons  may  be  vigilantly 
inspected,  and  particulariy  that  they  maybe  obUged  to 
give  that  security  for  their  friendship,  whi6h  the  act  of 
the  last  session  of  AssemblyTcquires  of  all  persons  coming  JuJj-. 
within  the  State  from  any  other  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  such  of  them  as  may  appear  to  violate  another  aot  of 
a  former  session,  by  discouraging  people  from  enlisting  a^ 
soldiers,  may  be  brought  to  condine  punishment,  I  have 
thought  proper  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Councel,  to 
issue  this  my  proclamation,  hereby  reques,ting  all  officer^ 
both  civil  and  military  within  this  Commonwealth^  and  o- 
tfier  subjects  thereof  to  be  aiding  ah.d  assisting  in  this  bu- 
siness, as  they  tender  the  welfare  of  their  coiyitry,  and  as 
they  shall  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

<<  Given  under  my  hand  this  8th  day  of  July,  in  the  2nd 
Tear  of  the  Commonwealth,  ^nnoque  Jtaminif  1777. 

P.HENRY,'^ 

The  anniversary  of  American  Indepen(]ence  had  been  ce-       . 
lebrated  in  Virginia  and  other  States  with  demonstrations  oH^ZW 
<^f  joy  and  festivity.    Impending  dangers  were  foi^otten  deuce.  '^ 
amid  the  burst  of  patriotic  excitement  called  forth  by  the 
return  of  the  memorable  day,  which  had  ushered  in  the  po- 
litical birth  of  America. — ^But  let  us  again  turn  our  eyes 
to  the  momentous  operations  of  the  war. 

Washington  felt  the  importance  of  checking  "Burgoyne's  WashirpWu 
Iriumpliaot  career.  In  lufs  noble  myid,  personal  considcra-  rev>force>* 
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X.       titate  to  ;w«aken  btmself  ia  order  to  reiflfoMe  UM  KTortfe. 

oni  army.   Det adiinents  from  VtOkh  SiU,  Moygtti'i  od^fi^ 

II  "II"        of  riflemett,  a»d  some  troops ftiiMlB.N«irTorfc,  ir«r»4irdeM4l 

4»»     to  its  aid.    lu  the  meauwhilo,  LiiiMdti  and  AraoM  Mated 

he  kotA.  t*  U'Bit  tko  Easteni  niihia  for  oo.o|(9i«tHtg  pwpoaM. 

TD  amy.    Eaiiy  ta  August,  tbo  almost  oaaviAiraas  vot*  «f  CotigrMtt 

Idaoed  the  Northern  ^topartmeut  aader  Hat  ttamtoM  «r 

^  ...  ^,       An  eKcarrien  of  SalttTttli  hito  StotM  lAwoAf  i»lik^ 
xcS^iTi^  *o«8'^  frustrated  of  itspriiiei|Na  cfcject,  e«d^  tii  bfiiftliS 
o  staten  J-  off  Several  prisoners  and  akuM  quantity  of  bagg^t  ^«> 
^^         the  only  furtbctr  event  of  anjr  importanee  thai  tMtkdl  tli9 
▲wnisL    ^S  interval  of  snqpenie  d«riatf  whieh  the  famftile  fl^«t  ho- 
A«§faw.    ^gj^^  In  menacing  array ,  on  the  Ameriiean  eoast^  now  ^ 
parendy  mailing  for  the  Bay  of  ]>elaware,  Ih^h  stating 
East^ardly,  and  finally,  towards  the  ieaiddtd  of  Aigns^  eil^ 
tering  the  Chesapeake. 
rhe  British     I'be  formidable  means  of  injury  annexed  to  thii  arma^ 
leetappears  meut,  the  unecrtainfy4>rit8  desttnation,  had,  ever  since  its 
n  the  Che-   departure  from  Sandy-HocdL,  k^t  the  as&allabte  States  oa 
^peake,      ^^  ^^^  Yirglnia  did  not  siumnor.  No  sooner  tras  intelii- 
Aueust  16.  gen<^  received  oTthe  British  fleet  having  en  te^d  the  Ci^% 
than  the  several  corps  of  militia  throughout  the  Comnialb^ 
wealth  wereordercd  to  march  to  Williamsburg,  Torl^Potts^ 
mouth,  and  other  points  likely  to  attract  the  atten^tioB  of 
Active  mea.  the  foe.    This  call  was  obeyed  with  cheerful  and  hotfoura* 
suresinvir-  n^  alacrity.    The  militia  rapidly  assembled  at  their  re»- 
f^    ^^  pective  places  of  rendezvous  ;  and  Thomas  Nelson,  thett 
county  Lieutenant  of  York,  was  by  the  Govemw  and  C^un* 
eel,  immediately  appointed  Brigadier  GenenJ,  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  the  Commoawealthi^ 
Combining  the  advantages  of  edueation  with  thoae  of  for- 
tune ;  military  skiU  and  gallantry  with  Legislative  tatento 
and  patriotic  virtues  ;  affltble,  modest,  generous,  Ncton 
was  universally  esteemed  and  beloved.    His  appointment 
the  emoluments  of  which  he  nobly  declined,  whflst  he  em^ 
gerly  assumed  its  arduous  duties,  inspired  the  people  and 
the  army  with  fresh  confidence  and  animating  hopes.    Tlie 
approach  of  a  fleet,  in  itself  tremendous,  was  viewed  by 
resolute  and  fr<^e  oitizens,  with  a  calm  and  serene  eye. — Ii| 
the  mean  time,  suspected  persons  were  carefully  watehed, 
and  some  of  them  confined  or  removed. 

Virginia,  however,  was  not,  for  the  present,  the  destined 
tiieatre  of  action.  ^ 

nowe  lands      Steering  up  the  Chesapeake,  the  enemy  disembarked^ 
below  Elk-  ou  the  28  th  of  August,  at  Cecil  old  Court  House,  U  the 
t^,  August  gtate  of  Mainland.    Thence  Sir  William  Howe  proceeded 
to  Elkton,  and  from  that  place  fiUng  off  to  the  left,  ad- 
vanced by  the  Upper  route  towards  Philadeiphia^    Upon 
the  first  news  of  the  enemy  standing  up  the  Ghesapeak^ 
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Washington  had  inarched  his  army  into  Chester  county/  iii   CHAP. 
Pennsylvania^  and  taken  a  strong  position  behind  White-        X. 
Clay  creek.      ITie   advance    of    Sir  William    by  ^  the        _ 
upper  route,  induced    a    movementx  to  the  right,  and        " 
the  'American  army  was  made  to  occupy  the .  Eastern  side      ^^^^ 
of  the  Brandy- Wine.    To  prevent  the  passage  of  the  ene- 
Tny  over  this  stream,  was  scarcely  practicable,  as  it  could  . 
be  forded  in  three  places  within  the  compass  of  ten  miles. 
But  Washington  was  ^t^isinclined  to  a  general  engage- 
Tnent,  and  this  spot  appeared  to  Mm  propitious  to  a  victo- 
ry,  >Yhich  alone  cyuld  now  save  Philadelphia.     It  being 
probable  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  cross  at  Chad!s  septcmb^ 
ford^  the  chief  opposition  was  directed  to  that  point.    Both  u. 
above  and  6eIow  it,  several  corps  were  posted  to  guard  o* 
ther  passes  deemed  less  practicable. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  the  whole^  Btitish  army  ap-     Battle  of 
peared  to  be  moving  on  the  direct  road  to  Chad's  ford,  Bwdywine 
and  before  ten  o'clock,  the  advanced  parties  commenced 
a  bloody  prelude  by  sharp  skirmishes.     Soon  after.  Wash-    ^ 
ington  was  informed  that  the  enemy's  army  had  been  divi- 
ded into  two  columns,  one  of  which  inferior  in  force,  and 
encumbered  with  the  baggage  aud  provisions,  was  now 
pressing. towards  Chad's  foi*d,  whilst  the  other,  a  chosen  and 
stronger  corps,  led  on  by  Sir  William  in  person,  with  Lord 
Cornwallis  under  him,  was  proceeding  along  the  great  val- 
ley road,  South  of  the  Brandy  Wine,  with  a  view  of  cross- 
ing at  Tremhie's  and  Jeffery's  ford.    This  intelligence  im- 
mediately -suggested  to  Washington  the  superior  advao- 
^  tage  of  striking  at  Knyphausen,  whilst  thus  unsupported. 
Accordingly  he  resolved  to  pass  over,  with  his  center  and 
his  left,  to  the  Western  side  of  the  intervening  stream,  fop 
that  important  blow.     Subsequent  contradictory  informa- 
tion, which  rendered  it  uncertain  wjiethcr  the  reported 
movement  would  be  realized,  or  was  only  a  feint,  induced 
an  alteration  of  this  plan.    The  passage  of  the  enemy  at 
the  *upper  fords  was  finally  ascertainea;  but  unfortunate- - 
ly  it  was  now  too  late  to  make  a  disposition  adeqaate  to  the 
force  thus  brought   against  the  American  right.     This 
wing  was  first  attacked  ;  Washington  and  Greene,   at  the 
head  of  the  reserve,  could  not  xeach  the  scene  of  action  on 
that  side,  soon  enough  to  prevent  its  defeat.    The^,  how- 
ever, efficiently  checked  the   ardour  of  hostile  pursuit. 
Sopn  after  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  on  the  right, 
Knyphausen,  crossing  at  Chad's  ford,   also  forced  Wayne 
and  Maxwell  to  retire,  after  a  severe  and  bloody  conflict.  * 
Fatigue  amj  darkness  put  ah  end  to  a  battle  which  left  the 
British  masters  of  the  field.     That  battle   was  attended 
with  severe  loss  on  both  sides  ;*  but  it  was  not  deemed  dc- 

•  The  force  landed  by  Uowe  below  ElkloahAs  b««ii  estiiwitcd  at  13,000 
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CAAP.   cin^^bdrins  tlie  iugbt»  i^e  defeated  Ami^rle^ti^  iretii^ 
!&•        ito  Chester*  M'iCnout  fdither  molestation.         ' 

^  Maea  bromess  aiid  intrepidity  was,  on  tBat  dky,  dife« 

^■■■^***  played  by  sevj^ral  4^merican  eorps.    The  Virginia  trod|ia 

^y^m     did  great  honor  to  thebfiselTes,  land  to  th^  HHie,  whose  pa- 

triotbm  and  vaibur  they  represented.    With  the  inenaiA 

€fUiebIo<»^o6nflielbn  the  banks  of  the  Bran^-ifiTiM^ 

/        ifepsttry  will  ever  eonneet,  besides  ^e  pre-ieminenuv  illus- 

trioiis  names  of  Wa9)Ungton  and  Gr^ner  tho^  of$Uffih^^ 

^ulfiyan,  Mf^xwell)  proctor,  dtephehSftWeedbb^  wodV^ 

Vayne,  Stewart,  Marshall, .  ISeth,  atirims,  Porterfi^t 

KeIson»  Lee,  Mercer,  innis,  Chilton,  ^lackwell^  J^eytdOy 

Cooper,  and  many  others,  who  att  manifested  a  bouraijg^ 

worUyr  of  their  noble  e^use  and  some  of  yhomm^%itb  bo- 

tiourable  wounds,  and  others  wtthu  gloHoiis  death-^iildrt  of 

tWni  Virginian's. 

>  in  this  action,  the  galliftnt  La  Fayette^  tlie  ^^Ventnrotis 
jpalaiBki^  $t.  'OuaryFIcury,  'and  several  other  Foreignen^ 
who  had  devoted  themselves  to  the  cause  of  America,  g^ve 
signal  proofs  of  theh*  muitary  worth^The  daunOen 
Pole  rode  to  reconnoitre  tbe  enemy, 'within  pistol  shot  w 
their  front,  and  I^a  Fayette,  wpunded  in  the  1^,  TOftiseif 
to  abandon  the  soIdier^s  post.  Fleury  liad  aliofse  luEdl 
under  him. 

Whilst  dirWiDiam,  neglecting  to  improve  liis  Hfe  aS 
vantage,  indulged  in  repose  on  the  field  of  battle,  Waadi<' 
Snglon  quickly  removed  from  Chester — crossed  the  dkiiylr 
km — and  after  allowing  his  troops  one  single  day  to  snatch 
some  portion  of  necessary  refreshment^  recrossed  that  ri- 

September  ^f^^^t  Swede's  ford,  and  proceeded  on  the  Lancaster-road, 
15.  eager  for  a  new  conflict.    The  defeat  out  the  Brandy-fFine 

'    I  had  broken  the  spirit  neither  of  the  people,  nor  of  the  ar- 

my. An  idea  prev^ed  thatlBLowe  had  sustained  a  loss  e* 
qual  to  that  of  Washington,  4md  gained  only  the  ground. 
Congressional  Debates  were  continued  at  Phfladelphii^  un- 
til the  18th— in  short,  theltepublic  was  not  despaired  of. 
Beinforeements  were  solemnly  urged,  and  speedily  put  in 
motion — danger  and  deliverance  seemed  to  advance  in 
front. — After  a  pause  of  three  days,  the  enemy,  quitting 
the  Banks  of  the  Brandy- Wine,  directed  his  march  Vo  the 
upper  fords  of  the  Schuylkill. — Washington  proceeded  to 
me^t  him — awful  encounter  !  On  its  fate  depended, 
perhaps,  the  liberties  i\f  Ameri(.*a — already  light  parties 
had  opened  the  momentous  drama,  when  a  furious  tern* 
pest,  accompanied  with  torrents  of  rain,  dispersed  the  cm- 
battled  actors. — The  arms  and  ammunition  of  the  Ameri- 


men:  Washington  mij^ht  have  with  him  about  17,000  effectives,  includincf 

militia.    The  loss,  American  and  British,  was  variously  computed Howe 

says  the  Americans  lt»8t30v>killed— 600  wounded-— ^  prisoners,  and  the 
Royal  &nny,  IQP  killed^  and  460  wo'jndcd. 
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<SaiiB  were  90  much  damaged,  in  consequence  of  this  tern-    CRAP, 
pestf  that  the  design  of  enga^og  the  enemy  was,  for  the  X« 

present  relinquished.    The  distressed  situation  of  thear-       . 
my,  now  encamped  ai  Pottsgroye,  Jeft  Philadelphia  to  its  **==* 
impending  fate  ;  and,  after  some  minor  operations,  among  ^     j[777 
vlueh  we  notice  the  surprize  and  defeat  of  a  detachment  un- 
der Wajne,  by  the  British  Major  General  Grey,  Sir  Wil-  Howoenters 
fiam  pursued  tii^  FPirte  across  t|ie  ScbuyU^ll,  and  on  the  ?^Ji^^' 
Mth  of  September,  toak  posse^ipp  of  Philadelphia.— His    septta^ 
mMterJjr  .taetlc^  k^ye  beien  greatfy  ef  tolled  by  Briitisti  His-  26. 
Wriahs.    It  is  true  Uiat,  oa  the  Pra^ndy- Wine,  he  deceived 
Wasliin^n  l^y  a  fikilfMrou>ven^en,t ;  J^qt  he  neelected  to 
mat«reanto  a  complete  (liunii^  t)ie  ^vai\tage  qf  that  day. 
Had  l»e  immediately  ^yf^ced  upon  Cjbester  with  bis  supe- 
rior force,  how  eoui4  Va^bingtop  have  escaped,  with  the 
Belawa]»6nUsxjig^t,tb^8f»buy{lMU      hh  front,  and  ftn 
enemy  flushed  with  yiejtoi^  jn  bis  rear  and  on'  his  left  i 
lliebeat  answer  to  ib.e  detractors  of  Washington,  is  this 
dbviouB  lact :  In  an  open  cpimtryf  equally  <kstitute  of  na- 
tural and  artificial  d^on^.  Sir  HFUliaip,  at  the  |i^  of 
an  army  superior  in  numli^i?,. arms,  and  evei?  4>Hmr  mili- 
tary requu&t^,  except  couragc^emplpyed  nearly  TptiptTT 
BATS  in  an  advance  of  less  Uum  si^ty  viijbs,.*  and  Wat^- 
B^on  was  Ms  antagonist. 


*    For  ikconfiitation  of  Ulibera)  British  censure,  see  MarshaU's  fife  <^ 

JiTasKinfton.    Henry  Lee,  in  his  memoirs  of  the  summer  campaign,  hM  9^ 
iy  4ev^kyped  tbe  error?  gf  Sit  W&Uiam— soad  their  prcMbte  cause. 


m^f 


CIMTTER  XL 


Etenh  on  the  Ijakes — JlttwUy  of  General  Sckuyler^Si^ 
Leger  invests  Fort  Schuyler — Victory  of  Bennington^^^ 
BSreat  of  8t^  Leger — Effects  of  Indian  barlwriiie»—^ 
Speech  of  Lord  Chatham  against  the  employmenf  of  Sa- 
vages — Engagement  at  Still-  Water-'-'-JIIount  Defiance  and 
Mojunt  Hope  are  recovered — Second  engagement  with 
JBur^ojftie--JV\)Wc  instance  of  conjugal  affection — Bur<^ 
^  goyne  rpfires  to  Saratoga — Surrend^  himsdf  and  his 

armg — Effects  of  this  surrender^  in  •imerica  and  tn  £11- 
rope — ^aopedition  of  Clinton  vp  the  J^orth  river — Vauglm 
Cums  Esopns — Events,  near  Philadelphia — BaliU  €rf 
Germantotvn — Attack  on  Fort  Mercer  and  on  Fort  Mif- 

finf  unsuccessful — l^ort  Mifflin  evacuated^  also  Fort 
Mercer — Delays  in  reinforo^ng  Washington-^Washing^ 
ton  retires  into  Winter  garters — Meeting  of  the  General 
Jissembly — Act  for  recruiting  the  Virginia  regiments  in 
Continental  service — Act  for  speedily  eloihing  the  army — 

for  procuring  provisions^-for  raising  money — Act  for 
sequestering  British  property — Courts  of  Justice  opened 
again-^High  Court  of  Chancery  and  general  Court  esta- 
blished— Articles  of  Confederation  approved  by  Virginia 
^-^Other  Tjegislative  measures — Besolutions  rclathce  to  the 
Western  unappropriated  lands.  ' 

CHAP.        We  have  glanced  at  tlie  rapid  and  victorious  progress  of 

XI.       Lieatenant  General  Burgoyne  on  the  side  of  the  Lakes. 

That  renowned  suecessor  of  Sip  Guy  Carle  ton  had  early 

::=3B=ss  issued  from  Canada«at  the  headof  a  numerous,  well  disci- 

piined,  well  supplied  army,  reinforcA  iiy  large  hordes  of 

1777      Indian  auxiliari^,^  and  proud  of  counting  among  its  Chiefs 

•  It  has  been  asserfed  that  the  scruples  ofCarleton  in  respect  to  arming 
the  Indiunf ,  induced  the  Ministers  to  supeicede  him.  If  so,  they  must 
have  expected  a  readier  compliance  from  BurgD\Tie.  The  latter,  however, 
who  seems  to  have  been  uncommonly  tender  on  the  score  of  honourable  sol- 
diership, has 'taken  considerable  pains  to  cleiu*  his  character  from  any  par- 
ticipation, in  the^  barbarities  committed  by  his  savag-e  allies.  At  the  war- 
feust,  which  he  gave  them  on  the  western  banks  of  Lake  Champlain,  he  en- 
deavoured, he  says,  to  mitij^te  the  usual  ferocitj'  of  their  mode  of  warfare, 
^by  recommending"  to. them  to  confine  their  ftu^'tb  armed  opponents,  and  to 
spare  old  age,  infancy,  the  helpless  sex  and  prisoners.  He  even  promised 
rewtu'ds  for  the  latter,  and  intimated  that  he  should  not  pay  for  any  scalps, 
-  excq>t  those  of  enemies  ftlnin  in  battle.  But  how  wiis  he  to  distinguisb 
such  scalps  from  thojiC  of  unarmed,  defenceless  victims  ?  Let  facts  speak 
^  • .  for  themselves — In  his  inflated,  minatory  manifesto  of  the  29th  of  June,  we 
find  the  following  words  :  "  Let  not  people  be  led  to  disregard  it  (an  in- 
vitation to  join  the  royal  standard,  &c.)  by  considering  their  distance  from 
tlie  immediate  situation  of  my  camp,    rhave  but  to  give  stretch  to  the  In- 
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fcrencral  niilips  of  the  artillery,  Brigadier  General  Fpazcr,    CHAP. 
Po^el^  Hamilton  aikl  Specht,  and  Alojor  General  Riedesel.        XI. 
After  publishing  a  manifesto  no  less  pompous  than  impo* 
litic,  he  invested  IHeonderoga  and  its  dependeneies.     Une-  ^' ' 


cpial  to  their  defence,  St.  Clair  who  eommanded  in  that      ^^^^ 
quarter,  was  compelled  to  retire  in  some  oonfusion.f    His 
troops  moved  towards  the  Hudson,  with  sullen  resentment^ 
sdtcmatelyagainsttheirownandtheenemy'sGenerah  Fm-   * 
zcr  and  Riedesel,  detachedinpnrsnitof  8t«Clftir,  suoeessful- 
ly  enga«»ed  his  rear,  headed  by  Warner,  near  Castletown  } 
whilst  Burgoyne,  closely  pressing^on  another  portion  of  the 
'retreating  Americans,  up  the  South  river,*  forced  Colonel       *     " 
l«ong  to  evacuate  in  rapid  suceessidn,  Skeensborongh  and 
Fort  Anne,  and  to  seek  the  proteotion  of  Port  Edward* 
HThe  details  of  these  operations  are  eminently  interest- 
ing, but  do  not  fall  within  the  seop€  of  particular  hifiCo- 
ry. 

The  fortune  of  America  now  wore,  in  that  quarter,  a    Acth-ity  ^ 
^oomy  aspect.    Bnrgoyne,  however,  found  it  neeessary  ^|^!j^^ 
to  make  a  pause  at  Skeensborougb.      Independently  of 
want  of  repose  and  refresh  mentf  several  corps  of  his  army    . 
•were  scattered  and  intermingled.    To  re-assemble  and  re- 
tsrganize    them,    demanded  some    time.     This    interval 
was  diligently  and.judiciously  improved  by  the  American 
Major  General  Schuyler.    He  omitted  no  exertioa  to  su- 
peradd artificial  impediments  to  the  natural  diffieulties  o 
Burgoyne*s  future  route.    The  bridges  were  broken  down  ; 
the  i*oads,  or  rather  path-  ways  through  the  forest,  render- 
ed impassable  by  felled  trees  which  lay  across  them  witU 
interlocked  boughs ;  the  navigation  of  Wqo<l  Creek  as  far 
as  Fort  Anne,  totally  obstrncted  ;  the  cattle  of  tlie  neigh- 
bouring country  removed  from  the  enemy^s  reach,  and  ne^v 
supplies  of  men«  pwivisions  and  ammunition  coUeeted  at 
the  point  of  defence.      These   obstructions,  added  to  the 
natural  asperities  and  intersections  of  (he  country,  so  much 
retardeil  the  progress  of  Burgoyne^s  cumbrous  aruty,  that 
although  it  met  on  its  march  with  very  little  molestation 
from  tbe  Americans,  it  did  not  reach  Fort  Edward,  on  the 


dwn  forces  under  my  direction,  and  they  amount  to  thousands,  to  overtake 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain."  If  by  this  tlircjit,  no  more  than  iisual  niiU- 
tary  rigour  was  implied,  why  so  emphaticiily  designate  the  Indi:ins  as  its 
.  ministers  ?r-With  the  first  hostilities,  indiscriminate  pillag-e  and  murder 
hy  the  savages,  commenced. "  Royalists  and  Patriots,  men,  women  and  cliil- 
d'rcn,  straggling"  and  wounded  soldiers  of  both  armies,  "were  robbed  and 
butchered.  Bujgojne  indignantly  repelled  the  charge  of  (iaies  in  respect 
to  the  lovely,  imWtunate,  Miss  Macrae — lYet  he  suffered  her  marderei- 14> 
live— But  the  Indians  cannot  be  restrained — Barbarians  !  You  confess  this, 
and  you  employ  them  ! — Is  the  wretch  who  applies  tiie  f  ital  torch  »nd  con- 
flagrates cities,  excused  by  saying  "  fire  is  an  ungovemublc  agent  !'* 

f  This  Evacuation  gave  great  dissatisfaction,  at  first  ;  arter\rn!>d»  Scliuy- 
Icrand  St.  Clair  were  tried,  and  honourably  acquittcil. 


4S8  Bisnroftt^r 

CHAP*   iqroerkTCKlmc^AeHvdim^tHltvffity^tT^ 
XI.      lU^dtotSkaeiidbMrdiisli.    Ttotfa^itajt^  of  tl^e^Jpw* 

^°'"'™"^  OB  the  enMiy^t  HfipriMibf  Velwd^  ££1^^*^  ^^^  ^  tti|4f 
477Sr     Ml  !•  8«rsloM»  «M  thiMiQA  to  StiU-^«U)r  n^iir  tM  P^tift 
tf  tho  Mduti^     At  Fort  Edvfurd  Iftm^gorae  w«f  ^am 
'    tfMspelkd  ««faal^fiMftlMi  INimw^fVG^^ 

«;.^«Mrtlk>|iwtrftlui#W««tkHiitiUbefe»  '^ 

iii^iteart      WhiJBtBiiifiyiiewwpurfwiiigthifi^ 

p«tt BefndM%  wder  iMonel  St  l^i^Sfa'^ i^ntf  gf  amaiiw? 
tabte  jNidhf  <tf  bdiflm»  undw  9ir  Joha  ^otopsou,  p^^ptrft^ 
Iqrwwof  Li&e  OncMa  wd  W^o^Xrc^li,  to  tlie  bpl^ i^ 
UraMohairiL  The toi^oroftlie]afWpi^«^;lli^QO^ 
^r^  the  worn  of  Sir  WiUiitm  JohitfOB^  ^9  tw4  k9pk  »  cie]^ 

{iroprietor  asd  resideot  In  the  Mohawk  eoantfy,  in  the  Cf^ 
OBJ  of  New  YorlHf  and  long  aetod  ^  rfgral  sfiperMejo^^ 
of  IncHaii  affairau    Sir  H^Uian^  iiad  jnyiried  a  Mah^yJ^  M^ 
^rage  wife^aail  aoqnired  and  loqg  i^efteiaed  oi^er  tJhi^t  jvm- 
•    the  noighboanng  tribes,  w  influene^  wfcieh  wa^  3iippwc|f^ 
4o  have  dMoended  to  his  90B.      To  this  f^tetimatjmee  tto 
latter  was  indebted  for  the  raak  of  Br^dier  Gefieial  j^ 
Bargo|rne^  anayt  and  the  «peeial  direction  of  the  sftvagqu 
This  detaohmeBt  soon  a^ejMred  before  aiiinyiorti^ttjpo^ 
.known  in  sneeession  by  the  name  ^Fort  Si^wix  ^Uf/fi  tlial 
of  Fort  Schnj^eTi  andsitnated  on  thsjAwerM^fagmkm    Thp 
Fort  was  inrested,  and  a  surmnd/er  haogfatUy  deimiidf^  ^ 
its  eonnnandw  C6L .  GoMewoort,  intimated  a  cfisaliitioii  i9  \ 
defend  himself  to  the  last  extremity.  Ckm.  JBenkeiner  w^n 
eonmanded  the  miiitia  ofTryen  oowly^in^de  an  nnsaepeH^* 
fal  attenqit  to  relieve  Hie  gariason.    Qisjdesif^  to  Jfme^ 
trateinto  the  Fort  was  diseo¥erodhf£t.j[4^r9  i^ho  pl^ 
eed  a  strone  bo^  of  regulars  and  Indians  m  4iaibnsewff 
on  Us  inteDded  rente.     WhU^  too  ineaiUion^y  ^dmjMJm 
at  the  head  of  his  party,  Harkemer  ovas  interfiled  :artt^ 
eondderable  loss,  notwith^anding^a  YnostjpdlaB^  defeni^ 
on  his  part^  and  a  vigorous  sortie  made  m-his  C^^vourliy 
liieutenant  Colonel  Willet,  who  unemectedly  fell  at  the 
enemy'a^samp,  spread  alarm  and  conmion  wonnd  him^' 
and  returned  into  the  Fort  loaded  with  trophies. of  yietoi7» 
After  the  defeat  of  Herkemw,  n  surrender  of  theFort  Ufas 
again  demanded,  and  in  more. peremptory  tenns  than  be* 
fore.    An  appeal  was  made  to  those  terrors  which  the  In- 
dian scalping  knife  is  always  su^iosed  to  inqiiref^further 
resistance,  it  was  observed,  would  heighten  the  resentmttt 
of  the  Indians  to  irrepressible  phrenzy— With  equal  mo-^ 
desty  and  firnriDess,  Ckmsewoort  answered  tlmt  he  wonU 
defend  his  sacred  trust  to  the  very  last  extremity^  regard* 
less  of  the  barbarity  of  the  foe,  and  of  the  threatened  eon- 
sequences.    Apprehensive  of  some  movement  from  Sehoy* 


!ltkf6rfbkMiefki^\lkttifrtf  Si.  L^gtrwgM  Bni^gcMid  CBAP* 
tD  fiirfli^  op«ratiotts.    Bitt  Die  hitter  was  now  tmailed  tiy       XL 

ASctdtJes^md  dangers,  nd  less  perplexing  tbm  th^  had 

fc^en  unforeseen.     In  an  attempt  lo  seite  large  Aontfaen-  "     '    ""^ 
isU  maga^eines  at  Bennington^  a  considerable  detaehment     ^^777 
Mhis  troops,  eomtoanded  by  Identenattt  CMood  Banm,  had 
^een  ahhost  entirely  destroyed,  togeOier  with  a  reinfbroe- 
mefpt  tM&cv  I^entenant  CM otatil  Breyman. 

Bi^gBPdier  Oeneral  Starke,  with  a  body  of  miHt&i  ^m    Viettfiy  at 
Kew  Hampdilre,  had  fSortonatdly  reaehed  the  threatened  BcnIungtx>1^ 
depot  a  little  before  JBaom  made  his  appearmiee.     Caitiag  August  IS. 
tiis  brave  ttiltttia  wifli  the  remains  of  Warner^s  oontinen- 
-tioA  irei^inlrtit,  he  iittaeked  the  enetny  beltore  the  latter 
^otdd  eomplete  the  intrenehments,  in  whiffh,  up^mfixidmg 
IBfillirii^ton  Mtter^roteet^  thanlred  been  Imagined^  he 
Was  hastening  to  Ibrtify  himself,  nntil  a  reinforeement,  de- 
InaitMM  %  egress,  should  arrive.    The  attaek^as  vtgc^ 
i*fi/tta  ^tH  ^nooessf  d  ;  Banrn  was  made  prisoner,  and  most 
Wlib  corps  kfDed  or  taken.      The  renitforeement  nnder 
Br^^ynute  mrns  slowly  admncing,  retarded  by  the  badness  0^ 
^e'roads^nd  other  aoeidental  obstafles.  It  met  some  of  tlm 
fb^itif^,  precfipitfltely  retreating  befbre  pnrsuing  par- 
^s  0^  miHUa,  Tallied  them  and  restored  the  action.      The 
liSvantages  of  the  day,  and  the  magazines  themselres  were 
tmw  ^ikmijrigered ;  fortonately,  "Warner  eame  up,  at  this 
eritSefll  tncnnent,  with  kis  brave  CkmtiBentidB ;  andber^ 
^ingteon  Mpported  by  the  re-assembling  miHtia,  fereed   , 
l^reyiiian'  to  retire,  with  the  'loss  of  his  baggage  and  artil- 
lery.    In  this  libtion  one  thousand  stand  of  arms  mid  nine 
hundred  swords  fM  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.    The 
loss  of  ^  enemy  in  killed,  and  prisoners,  was  eensidera- 
ble.   IVor  "was  tblg  victory  a  solitary  ray  of  proq[ieroiis  fbr- 
tune.     Fort  Schuyler  made  an  bfastioate' defence.     The 
protracted  duration  of  the  siege,  a  report  that  Arnold  was 
advancing  on  the  besiegers  with  a  forpidaMe  body  of  re- 
«  mlars,  and  the  alarm  naturally  produeed  by  the  aflUr  at 
Bennington,  powerfully  operated  on  the  minds  of  the  Indi* 
aiks,  and  overcame  those  restraints  whieh  liad  hitherto    ' 
checked  the  habitual  fiekleness  and  treachery  of  their  eha« 
racter.    Hiey  resolved  to  Withdraw.    In  vain  St.  Leger 
and  Sir  John  exerted  their  joint  loiinence  to  dctahi  them ; 
they  decamped,  and  their  desertion  created  an  absolute  ne- 
'  ecsaSty  for  raising  the  siege  and  precipitately  retreating. 
This  was  attended  with  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  British     Retreat  pf 
<kf  all  their  camp  equipage  and  stores.    During  the  retreat  ^„i^^2 
the  Indians  exercised  on  their  employers  themsdves,  their      »^     * 
niarderous  fufy.     By  them,  such  soldiers  as  could  not 
keep  up  with  the  line  of  march, '  were  inhumanly  mas$a- 
creed. 

Two  events  so  fortunate,  and  almost  simultaneous,  elec- 
trified the  public  mind.   Confidence  was  restored,  hope  re» 
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CHAP,  vive^t  mterprize  stiimilated— Accordingly,  wjien^  at  tbk 
XI.       yei^  time.  General  Gales,  v^hose  appointment  to  suceeid 
■  Schuylerive  have  already  noticed,  arrived  at  i he  soenc  of 

■-'■   '-  aetioo,  ho  found  the  regulars  and  the  militia  animated  by  a 

i777  cheerful  active,  emulous  spirit,  to  which  their  reliance  on 
tiis  zeal  and  abilities  gave  additional  vigour.  Schuylei:, 
though  keenly  alive  to  a  sense  of  unmerited  odium  and 
disgrace,  nobly  saerificed  to  the  common  cause,  hispnvate 
*  feelings,  and  continued  to  display,  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  the  iiidefiEitigable  diligence  which  characterized 
all  his  undertakings. 
fifffcetsofliv  Among  the  causes  by  which  opposition  was  nerved,  and 
<^n  barbtu  the  happy  terminatioo  of  tlie  Northern  campaign  prepai'ed, 
^  may  jptly  be  ranked  the  blaze  of  resentment.kimned  by 

Indian  enormities.  The  employment  of  savage  auxiliaries 
was  loudly  reprobated,  even  in  England.  So  long  as  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  a  regard  for  the  dignity  of  the  species, 
suida  taste  for  the  pathos  and  sublimity  of  genuine  eloquence 
shall  prevail  among  men,  upon  reading  the  answer  of  the 
noble  Chatham  to  Lord  Suffolk,  in  relation  to  t|us  subject, 
commingled  emotioi)#of  contempt  for  the  advocate  of  the 
base,  abominable  policy,  and  of  adunration  for  its  op|>o- 
nent,  must  till,  overflow,  the  heavt."^  Not  satisfied  with 
recommending  the  measure  as  expedient , and  uecessai^, 
LoihI  SnfTolk  contended  that  it  was  allowable  on  princi- 
ple, '*  as  it  was  perfectly  just  if  able,  he  observed,  to  ilse 
*^all  the  means  that  God  and  nature  hAd  put  into  our 
liands.f'     This  excited  the  indignation  of  Lord  Chathaui, 
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Speech 
*ord  Chat^         ,  ,  ,  .      •  .     .  ... 

ham  a.?ainst  **  hear  them  avowed  m  this  house,  or  even  m  this  eounliy. 
the  employ.  4*  My  Lords,  I  did  uot  intend  to  have  encroached  again  on 
rn^of Sa-  tt  yjjyp  attention,  but  1  cannot  repress  my  indignation. 
<<  \  feel  myself  impelled  to  speak.  My  Lords,  wq  arc  eal- 
**  led  upon  as  membci*s  of  this  house,  as  men,  as  christians. 
**  to  protest  against  such  horrible  barbarity  That  Gad ' 
^  and  nature  have  put  into  our  hands !  what  ideas  of  God 
^^  and  nature  that  noble  Lord  may  entertain,  I  know  not; 
^  but  I  know  that  such  detestable  principles  are  equally 


•  It  was  objected  to  Chatham,  that  in  tibe  preceding  war,  of  which  he 
had  the  direction,  the  Indians  liud  been  employed  But  supposing-  him  to 
have  authorised  that  measure,  he  could  only  be  charged  with  a  chruige  of 
sentiment,  hig^hly  honourable  in  such  a  case.  The  oGjeclion,  after  all,  did 
not  affect  the  main  point — and  it  was,  perhaps,  because  tliat  ^eai  man  had 
then  acquired  the  melancholy  certitude  ot  imbred  and  uncontroulablc  In- 
dian ferocity,  that  he  npw  opposed  a  sirailai*  policy. 

f  Though  the  debate  was  subsequent  to  this  expedition,  the  speech  of 
Cliatham  bore  upon  it.  This  quot^O^n,  tlierefoi-e,  is  no  substantial anachpo- 
nism.    I'he  debate  took  place  in  November,  1777 
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^  Jibticirrart  torefiglon  and  hamaaity.    .l¥bat !  to  attrib«te  CH AP« 
^<  the  Baered  saaeuon  of  God  and  natoxe  to  the  massaerea      XL 
^  of  tlie  Indian  sealpine  knife !  to  the  cannibal  mrage  tor-  ^^^^ 
*•  tnringv  uurderingy  devouring)  drinkij^^lthe  Mood  of  his  ^"""^^ 
««  mangled  vioUms!  «ueh  notions  shoeh  ereiy  precept  of     ^^^^ 
^  nKHnility^  evet^  feeUn^  of  hnmanity,  every  sentiment  of 
^  honour.    These  abominable  principles,  and  this  more  4* 
*^  bominable  avowal  of  them^  demand  the  most  decisive  in« 
^^dlgnation.    I  call  upon  that  right  reverend,   and  this 
^*  most  learned  bench,  to  vindicate  the  religion  of  thev 
^  God,  to  suj^ort  the  justice  of  their  coimtry*    I  call  u^on 
^  the  Bishops  to  interpose  the  unsollicMl  sanctity  of  their 
^  lawn,  upon  the  Judj;es  to  interpose  the  purity  of  their 
^  ermine  to  save  us  ^m  this  jiollution.    I  call  upon  the 
^*  honour  of  your  Lordships  to  reverence  the  dignity  of  your      • 
^  ancestors,  and  to  maintain  your  own.    I  call  upon  the 
^*  spirit  and  humanity  of  my  caui|try,  to  vindicate  the  nati-         ' 
'^  on^  character.    I  invoke  the  genius  of  the  constitution* 
<<  From  the  tapestry  that  adorns  these  walls,  the  ioimor- 
^*  tal  ancestor  of  this  noble  Lord  frowns  with  indignation  at 
^  the  disgrace  of  his  country.    In  vain  did  he  defend  the  li- 
^  berty  and  establish  the  reli^on  of  Britain  against  the  ty- 
^  ranny  of  Rome,  if  these  worse  than  Popish  cruelties  and       "^ 
^*  inquisitorial  practices,  are  established  among  us.  To  send 
'<  forth  the  merciless  cannibal  thirsting  for   blood  ! — ^A- 
<<  gainst  whom  ? — ^Tour  protestant  brethren — ^To  lay  waste 
^  their  country — to  desolate  tliis  dwelliugs,  and  extirpate 
^  their  race  and  name,  by  the  aid  and  instrumentality  of 
^  these  horrible  hell-hounds  of  war !  ^ain  can  no  longer 
^  boast  pre-eminence  of  barbarity.    She  armed  herself  with 
^  blood  hounds  to  extirpate  the  wretched  natives  of  Mex- . 
^  ico,  but  we,  more  riUhless,  loose  these  dogs  of  war  a-^ 
^  gainst  our  country-men  in  America,  endeared  to  us  by  ev« 
^  ery  tie  that  should  sanctify  humanity.    My  Lords,  I  so- 
^  lemnly  call  upon  your  Lordships,  and  upon  every  order 
^  cKfmen  in  the  State  to  stamp  upon  this  infiimou^  proce- 
^dure  the  indellUe   stiema  of  the    public    abhorrence. 
^  More  particul^y  I  csdl  upon  the  holy  prelates  of  our 
^  religion  to  do  away  this  iniquity;  let  them  perform  a 
^lustration  to  purify  their  country  from  this  deep  and 
*  deadly  sin.    My  Lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and  at  pre* 
^  sent  unable  to  say  more,  but  my  feelings  and  indigna-  . 
^tion  were  too  strong  to  have   said  Less.    I  could  not 
^  have  slept  Hhis  night  In  my  bed,  nor  reposed  my  head 
^  upon  my  pillow,  without  giving  this  vent  to  my  eternal 
^  abhotrence  of  sueh  enormous  and  preposterous  princi* 
I^.'^— But  in  vuin  did  the  venerable  Chatham  mi^e  to 
tt(  religion,  the  justice,  the  honour,  the  humanity  of  his 
eenntry,  this  /oHid,  this  powerful  appeaL    The  Indians 
Wre  employed,  ^nd  the  measure  proved  no  less-  dBtrimcn* 

2  H 
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CHAP.   M  fhttdi»gniidUtotk«Royiaoatti6.«  «It^^^ 

'SLlm       phrenzj  the  spirit  of  Ihe  Americansy  and  disgMied  ihm 

^  Loyalists  themselves,  who  Hot  aofrequmitly  vrcre  ks  im« 

^^^^^  tims«    Of  this  the  deplorable  fate  of  aa  aafbrtiuiate  yovbg 

^fjj      lAdy,  betrothed  to  a  British  officer^  and  oa  the  eifo  of  nuur* 

2ing  him,  offers  a  beart-rehdiiig  kistanee.    This  mekui^ 
dy  fiiet,  we  wiU  relate  in  the  wordd  of  General  Galea. 

<<  Miss  M^Crae,  a  youn^  Lady»  lovely  to  the  sight*  «f 
▼irtuous  character,  and  amiable  disposiUm^  engaged  to  mm 
officer  of  the  Hoyal  amy,  was^  with  other  women  asd 
children,  taken  oat  of  a  house  near  Fort  Edward,  and 
there  scalped,  and  mangled  in  n  most  slmciung  laauiera 
The  miserable  fate  of  miss  M'Crae  was^eftrtienlarly  ag- 
rravated,  by  being  dressed  to  receive  hte  promised  h«9* 
band ;  but  met  her  mnrdcrer,  employed  by  the  Bridah 
General/* 

in  justice  to  that  Genera!,  however,  let  as  listen  to  Mo 
own  statement. — ««  Tkt  tail  of  Miss  M'Crae,  wrote  Bai^ 
goyne,  is«s  sincerely  altliorred  and  lamented  by  me,  as  it 
can  be  by  the  tenderest  of  her  friends.  The  laet  was  ao  pre* 
meditated  barbarity.  On  the  eactl9>7>  ^^^  Chiefs  who 
bad  brought  ber  off  for  the  purpose  of  secoiity,  not  of  Ti» 
*  olenee  to  her  person,  disputed  which  should  be  her  guard  $ 
and  in  a  fit  of  savage  passion  in  one  from  whose  haads  mio  wan 


t-  ♦^If^ dwell  on  this  subject,  because  it  deeply  interests  bumanity  ;  nc| 
IS  ihls  interest  confine^  \p  past  events,  or  pr^ent  contiderarioiis.  In  IhC 
coiuMS  of  tTm«,clvilisation  will  spread  over  the  imniense  rewss  stretehi 
in?  between  the  Lakes,  the  great  Western  streams  and  tbe  Pad^c  Oceanr 
Aircadj',  these  regions  have  been  partially  explored,  with  a  view  to  future 
enterprize.  Already  national  rivalship  has  sounded  the  alarm.  Aa  the 
Mfbjects  of  diiferent  Governments  make  their  respective  advances  irnio  the 
Indiaii  countries,  one  of  three  thingrg  must  happen,  in  respect  to  the  abori* 
frines.  Thest  must  be  cither  civilized  and  amalgamated  with  the  new 
comers,  or  totally  extirpated,  or,  as  has  been  the  case  heretofore,  onJjr 
disY>ossessed  and  pix^ellcd  Korth-^estwu^y.  The  civilizatioii  aiid  sa» 
simibitionof  the  Indians,  though  not  impossible  (the  iJ^rfectiUlity  of  maa 
and  historical  testimony,  encourage  the  hopes  of  the  benevolent  on  thib 
head)  are  very  difficult — their  extirpation  if  practicable  would  be  in&» 
tnous^ — it  is  probable,  then,  that  dispossession,  by  various  means,  wffl  go  on 
ibr  ages,  sUii  leaving  to  the  progressing  settlers,  Indian  neighbours— a  race 
whose  inculcated  ferocity  and  rapaciousness  may  increase,  as  their  indis* 
criminate  resentments  against  all  whites  most  certainly  win.  Hence^  when 
cmployrd  in  wars  eventually  arising  between  the  Governments  whose  m^ 

.  jects  will  people  the  present  wilds  of  North  Amerka,  sava^pe  aoxiUaries 
will  have  no  better  motives  of  action  than  tliey  have  had  at  any  time — a 
thirst  for  blood — ^a  love  of  plunder — und  a  radical  hatred  to  the  whites  in 

general.  Theh*  past  indicates  their  ftiture  conduct— How. desirable  it  ts» 
len,  to  introduce  into  the  law  of  nations  a  new  principk,  viz  :  that  ut  n» 
ctntett  xahatever  between  dviUzed  natiinu,  the  aid  of  savages  shall  U  emphped  f 
Hum^ty  would  gain  considerably  by  the  assciit  of  nations  to  tins  prin^ 
ciple,  and  belligerent  would  lose  little  or  nothing  The  latest  posterity 
woiiUl  Mess  the  memory  of  the  present  age,  if^ghuid,  Spain  America  &e. 
riiould,  ere  long,  solemnly  establish,  on  h  firm  basis,'8udi  an  improveixient 
ill  the  condition  of  man.  The  almos^  universal  detestation  of  such  ailian^ 
ces  and  their  effects,  induces  a  beU^  th^t  nations  ii^  6Qon  consecmtft 
somesii^  principie.- 
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natelifd,  <jbe  imhappgr  woman  beeama  the  tktim.*«p-Be  CHAK.    ' 
tliM  af  it  may,  the  murderer  was  saflfered  to  live— Apd      XL 
tlM  reaiOtts  aUedged  1^  Burgoyoe  in  justifteation  of  this  in- 
daJgcoiee  are  unsatis&etory.    The  blood  of  the  ruthless  sasiatt 
asssi9iin^eottld  alone  expiate  his  guilt — or  rather  the  guilt      ^^^7 
wms  entire  with  those  who  had  armed  his  ruffian  hand ! 

Dfotwithttanding  his  unfaiwurable  prospecu,  Burgoyne 
a^med  to  qpura  the  idea  of  a  timelv  retreat :  seduced  by 
deluMTe  hopes  of  renewed  and  deeisire  Tictory,  he  eager^ 
Ijr  aov^t  a  general  engagement.  Gates,  at  the  head  of  M 
^9  CJontinentals  destined  lor  the  northern  army*  and  rein- 
foreed  by  larg^  aocessions  of  militia,  pressed  forward,  with 
a  resolution  i0  nieet  the  enemy,  and  detewiine,  by  elosing 
with  his  appori,  the  fate  ^  the  campaign.    He  took  post    Sept  I?':. 
9t  Still- Water*  and  the  two  armies  were  now  within  four 
BiUea  of  eaeh  other.  On  the  19th  of  Beptember,  Burgoyne 
Baarebed  in  fall  foree  against  the  American  left,  the  com- 
Bimnd  of  which  had  been  entrusted  to  Arnold.    With  his  Engage. 
brave  oorps  of  Virginian  riflemen^  Morgan  ever  enterpriz-  SJ^^^^^*^ 
lag,  ever  useful,  advanced  to  attack  and  harrass  the  firont        ^' 
of  the  British,  ajld  soon  drove  in  their  piolMs.  These  were 
succeeded  by  larger  eorps,  waA  Morgan,.in  his  turn,^  com-      ^ 
pdled  to  draw  baek ;  but  he  was  quieU^  supported,  and 
this  skirmish  brought  on  an  engagement  in  which  nearly 
the  whole  ^f  the  two  armies  participated,  and  which  ended 
eoBsideraUytotheadvantageof  the  Americans.  They  had 

ried  the  attaofc--maintawed  their  ground^— destroyod  of 
enenQT  many  more  than  they  had  themselves  lost,  and 
aeoMiplislied  their  main  otyect  by  cff^tually  checking  the^ 
future  progress  of  Burgoyne.  Add  to  idl  tids,  that  the  In- 
diana, finding  IB  Momin  an  invincible  aad  galling  adversa- 
ty,  whom  nmber  thcu*  stratagems,  nor  their  terrors  could 
reaeii,  whilst  they  were  made  s^erely  to  fieel  his  skill  and 
prowess,  abandoned  the  British  camp  in  eonsideraUe  nnm- 
hen — a  defection  which  was  soon  attended  by  the  desertion 
pt  most  all  tho  Canadians  and  Pro^ncials,  leaving  to  Bur* 
goyne  tittle  more  than  his  European  troops. 

During  these  transactions,  bodies  of  militia,  detached  MotmtDea- 
1^  General  Lincoln,  had  recovered  Mount  Defiance,  Mount  Jg^^  ^ 
Hope,  and  the  <dd  French  lines,  liberated  several  Araeri-  ^^  recover- 
ean  prisoners^  and  destroyed  a  vast  number  of  the  enemy's  ed. 
noats. 

Every  circumstance  threatened  Burgoynd  with  approach* 

iag  destruction.  Each  day  witnessed  some  deduction  from 

I      Ids  effeetive  force,  and  from  his  scanty  stores :  nor  could 

I      either  of  these  be  recruited.    Gates,  on  the  contrary,  w^ 

I 

•  Miss  Macrae's  lover,  Mr.  Jonttf,  had  promised  a  barrel  of  rum  to  the 
V<S'9on  who  should  bring  her  safe  to  him.  Two  Indians  of  different  tribes, 
Undertook  the  task— disputed  about  the  reward— and  one  of  them,  to  pre- 
jcnt  his  companion  from  obtaining  it  to  the  eacclusion  of  himself,  toma- 
Ihwked  Ac  unforUmoite  Lady.    Sec  Gordon,  vol.  2,  page  544. 
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hourly  ftrengthened  by  an  Influx  of  milltiat  and  his  sop- 
plies  were  proportionally  augmented*    His  only  anxiety 
was,  lest  the  enemy  should  be  able  to  effeot  a  retreat,  ar  !• 
make  a  rapid  advance  down  the  Hudson,  where  Sir  Heniy 
Clinton  had  been  successful  in  a  movement,  evidently  un- 
dertaken for  the  relief  of  Bargoyne*  Nineteen  days  elapsed 
without  any  farther  effusion  of  blood,  except  in  the  Kglit 
war  of  advanced  parties.    During  this  interval,  i^ates  was 
actively  employed  in  seizing  on  all  the  strong  posts  in  the 
rear  of  the' British,  in  extending  his  right,  and  fortifying 
his  left.    The  same  interval  was  spent  by  Bnrgoyne  in 
anxiuus,  but  ftnitless  expectation  of  the  promised  suceoars^ 
Retreat  or  victory  now  became  the  only  alternative  in  pros- 
pect, and  either  victory  or  retreat  presented  diffieulties 
nearly  insuperable.    On  the  7th  of  October,  however.  b% 
made  a  vigorous  effort  to  extricate  himself  from  so  peril- 
ous a  situation.    That  effort  was  bafiled  by  the  masterly 
dispositions  of  Gates,  especially  against  the  enemy's  left, 
and  by  the  braver;  of  the  whole  American  array.    The 
British,  repulsed  in  every  point,  were  compelled  to  seek 
the  protection  of  their  lines,  part  of  which  was  stormed  by 
Arnold,  and  another  part  occupied  by  Brooks.  In  this  ac- 
tion, Bui^oyne  lost,  beside  a  large  quantity  of  baggage 
and  artillery,  a  great  number  of  men  and  oflicers,  some  of 
distinguished  rank,  such  as  Frazer  and  BreymanJ  AmoM, 
who  in  the  same  engagement  displayed  a  valour  bordering 
on  rashness,  was  severely  wounded :  the  next  day,  €renf  • 
ral  Lincoln,  whilst  riding  in  company  with  (ieneraJ  Gates, 
also  received  a  wound  in  the  leg,  from  a  random  shot  of 
the  enemy.    It  was  at  this  time,  that  Lady  Ackland  gave 
a  noble  example  of  conjugal  tenderness :  her  husband,  the 
Britbh  Major  Ackland,  had  been  woundeil,  and  taken  pri- 
soner ;  that  amiaUe  woman,  a  model  of  afibction  and  vir- 
tue worthy  of  eternal  pndse,  requested  permission  to  at- 
tend him  and  share  his  captivity.    She  experienced  from 
Crates  that  respect,  that  delicate  attention  to  which  her 
rank^  her  seX|  her  let reliness,  and  her  worth  entitled  her. 
During  the  night  which  followed  this  conflict^  Burgoyne 
retired  to  a  stronger  position.    To  insure  subseqtient  and 
decisive  victory,  Gates  had  only  to  cut  off  his  adversary's 
retreat    Measures  taken  with  a  view  to  this,  compelled 
Bur^yne  precipitately  to  regain  the  heights  of  Saratoga, 
leavmg  behind  him  his  hospital  and  part  of  his  baggage. 
His  retreat  to  that  post  was  marked  with  lawless  pillage 
and  wanton  conflagration — a  conduct  thus  aiming  at  the 
ryin  of  those  who  could  not  be  conquered,  betrayed  the 
vindictive  malice  of  Monks*  more  than  the  generosity  of 
soldiers.  An  intense  rain  prevented  Gates  from  hotly  pur- 


•  pefe  a  letter  from  Gates  to  Burgoyne,  dated  Sfiratogri,  Oct,  11,  1777. 
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>  the  foe ;  lint  ha  took^ieare  to  rencler  inipnietleable    CXL^* 
tfake  motportation  of  artillery  and  baggage  towards  Cana-       XI. 
da,  barrassiiig*  takine  or  destroyiogf  at  the  same  time,  . 

the  boats  wliieh  contained  the  enemy's  seanty  provisions.  ' 

During  the  active  hostilities  of  which  we  have  been  taking      ^j^Y 
a  enrsory  survey,  the  militia  rendered  intinfle  service —       '^ 
emitlnually  hangin||  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  eae* 
my — ^intercepting  his  convoys — destroying  his  magazinfss — 
beating  in  his  guards— and  making  numerous  prisoners. 

Tlie  situation  of  Burgoyne  had  become  truly  deplorable. 
AH  his  proud  anticipations  bad  vanished  |  all  his  laurels 
i¥itliered.    The  haughty  leader  who,  in  a  pompous  and 
minatory  proclamation,  had  proscribed  the  be^t  blood  of 
Uie  country /was  now  at  the  mercy  of  its  inhabitants.  His 
enielt  impious  threats  that»  by  tlie  blessing  of  God,  ho 
would  extend  fhr  and  near  the  influence  of  his  arms,  were 
reeoiling  on  his  own  head ;  his  boasted  ministers  of  royal 
vengeance,  the  Indians,  had  deserted  him,  and  of  the  ten 
thousand  men  whom  he  had  brought  out  of  Canada,  he 
now  scarcely  counted  one  half  ^  he  had  in  store  only  three 
days  provisions,  open  short  allowance.    In  this  desperate 
state  of  his  affairs,  Burgoyne,  at  last,  resolved  to  retrace 
his  steps  by  a  forced  march,  merely  with  what  baggage 
and  provisions  the  soldiers  could  carry  on  their  bacbi. 
But  even  of  this  resource  he  was  now  deprived.    Amert- 
eaa  T^^anee  had  ocelnded  all  the  passes  through  which 
his  route  lay.    The  absolute  necessity  of  a  surrender,  un* 
less  he  should,  in  fhintlc  despair,  rush  on  the  enemy's 
sword  and  bayonet,  bov{,  like  a  grim  and  terrific  vision, 
stared  him  in  the  face.    For  a  surrender,  upon  honourable  He  surren- 
terms,  he,  therefore,  sent  proposals  to  General  Gates,  ders  himself 
The  latter  demanded,  at  first,  that  the  British  army  should  ^^^^y 
surrender  themselves  pt:isoners  of  war,  and  ground  their 
arms  in  their  encampment.    Burgoyne  and  his  officers  u-  October  vr. 
nanimously  rejected  these  terms,  though  strictly  justified 
by  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  armies;  and  Gates, 
who  knew  how  to  respect,  in  a  prostrate  enemy,  thjs  high 
sense  of  personal  and  national  honour,  and  was,  moreover, 
under  some  apprehension  of  sudden  and  efficient  relief  to 
Burgoyne,  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whose  masterly  ma- 
noeuvres wore  an  imposing  aspect,  receded  with  equal 
prudence  and  magnanimity,  from  the  rigour  of  his  oripnul 
conditions.    It  was  ultimately  agi'ced,  by  a  Convention 
signed  on  the  17th  of  October,  that  the  British  army,  after 
mareUog  out  of  their  intrenchments  ^ith  all  the  lionours 
of  war,  should  lay  down  their  arms,  and  not  serve  against 
the  United  States,  until  exchanged,  a  passage  to  Great- 
Britain  being,  in  the  mean  time,  allowed  tliem. 

Tlie  generosity  of  Gates  was  no  less  conspicnous  in  vie 
tory  than  hid  skill  and  prowess  had  been  in  Imtlle.  He 
carried  delicacy  so  (kr  as  to  keep  his  troq^  within  tlteh* 
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CHAP,   oim  cpemnprnenty  i^iHtty  aeoarifag  to  tliBe  iMe^ 
XL>     pitaladm»  the  Brjtkb  sdkliers  ware  Bumbiag  oiit  of  tbcir 

.    Jl^neBf  and  piliiq;  Ihc^  mm^     The  H79X  tf^9fy  iv1m>  hmt 

^Basasam  ^^|y  ^jg^^  ^y>^  ggjl  mgi^  remmitviiig,  WOT©  iminedialely  sap* 

^^^      plied  with  brrmi,  aod  elher  palatable  feed.    The  n^  ud 

wounded  re<5eived  the  most  boviaM  attciition ;  Md.  Sttrw 

gofne  was  f ttinkhfid  with  a  eori«et  nitiorn  of  the  AjneneiMi 

' '         amy,  m  a  neaos  of  jottifyiiig  to  bio  jmtnmwi  and  lm 

the  world  the  unaToidaUe  surrender  of  biii  own. 

But^gflgrae  had  issued  from  Canada  with  ahoot  iO^OOII 
men:  at  the  time  ei  his  ei4iituIation,  bis  total  foree.a- 
fftoiinted  to  5,732  persons  of  all  desmptions,  of  whom  only 
j|»500  effeetiYes.    The  army  under  Gates  eonsistod  of  9,e9B 
Continentals,  of  whom  ^fi$B  either  siafc,  or  on  furlougii^ 
and  of  4420  militia*    Of  this  last  foree,  however,  the  m* 
mount  was  ever  fluetnatifig.    Beside  the  men  ioelnded  te 
the  Convention)  the  Britkh  lost  a  superb  train  <tf  hvass  ar- 
.   '        tiHery,  seven  thonsand  nuisiLetSt  dothlng  for  seven  thon^ 
sand  soMiers,  with  a  lai^  quantity  of  tents,  and  olher 
military  stores.   Tieonderoga  was  immediate^  abandoned 
to  the  vietors.    Tlie  British  prisoners  were  n^arehed  to 
Boston :  the  magnanimous  Chites  seemed  lo  have  breathed 
into  his  men  the  same  generous  spirit  whieh  animated  him- 
,  self:  wben»  on  commencing  their  nmreh,  these  prisoners 
passed  through  the  eentre  of  the  Anseriean  army,  no  in* 
suiting  word,  or  even  gesture,  escaped  the  eonqnerors* 
The  whole  scene,  was  decorous,  solemn,  affecting.  At  the 
ught  of  a  fallen,  disarmed,  distressed  enemy,  synaipallqr 
appeared  to  supercede  resentment;  and  lor  a  few  momentib 
the  ji>y  which  military  triumphs  naturally  inqiire^  wna 
humanely  repressed. 
Effects  of        The  effects  of  an  event  so  splendid  and  important,  were 
Om  aurren.  incalculable.    In  Ameriea,*'tbe  capture  of  Burgoyno  ef- 
^^  faced  the  memory  of  anterior  misfortunes,  and  opened 

bright  prospects  for  the  fi^jture.    It  inspirited  the  nrmf, 
nerved  the  exertions  of  Congress,  and  diffused  eonfidenen 
inAxi&erlca,  through  the  whole  nation.      Gates,  Bfoigan,^  Amsld» 
Starke,  and  their  gallant  associates  were  hailed  as  the 
delivery's  of  their  eouniry.    The  thwiks  of  Congress  were 
voted  to  the  General  and  the  wltole  army :  Gates  received 
as  a  special  mark  of  public  gratitude,  a  gold  medal  eom« 
In  Europe,    memoralive  of  the  ^orious  event.f    In  Europe  the  eatas- 
.  trophc  at  Saratoga  also  produced  consequences  of  great 
moment.    The  northern  eampaign,  and  the  brilliant  sue* 


•  MoppiT^,  who  so  splendidly  contributed  to  the  fell  of  Burgo)!!^  gnvc 
to  a  hAnclsome  mansion^iouse,  which  he  erected  on  his  fnm,  in  Flrederick 
C6unty»  Virg*.  the  name  of  Smratoea,  For  details  on  that  gallant  Ictdo; 
see  Appendix  to  Lee's  Memoirs  of  the  Southern  Campaign,  voL  1. 

j-  See  Appendix,  No,  23\ 


tirt^att6iiiadteMrljata§9t,  liadiMirtad  iiiE^  CHAP. 
iMid  prottd  and  flaiq^uiiie  kopei.    I'he  disamMrfmateat  wm       XL 
pr^portioaately  ke^.  In  iheir  detpondenoyf  the  iiiiniateF9«^.      - 
X^eeeding  from  their  origiBal  groundf  resorledy  bat  (q^  late^   "^  '  '    '"^ 
to  ^aacuiatory  Bwasiures.    In  FKiuiee>  the  oseillatioiiA  idf  a      ^^77  ^ 
varering  poliey  waa  ultiniately  ixed  by  that  >veiu ;  anA 
ilie  eoA^miMi  of  the  aUiance  to  anxiouidy  wished  1^  Ame- 
picat  aad  viewed  with  ae  uuieh  alarm  by  Great-Britain^ 
bappHy  aeeelerated.    But  let  us  eomplete  our  eursory  sur- 
Tw^  of  {irofliiaent  military  operations,  in  1777.     , 

It  was  not  without  eause  that  Gates  had  fntertainef' 
0om«  liears  of  an  atlemf^  on  Uie  ride  of  New-Tork,  for  (he 
vetief  of  Bureoyne.    Undeterred  by  natural  difieulties,  EnediUoQ 
«ad  artifieial  obstruotioas  of  incalculable  magnitade^  deep-  of  Clinton 
1^  verted  in  military  stratagem,  in  conception  bold,  in  exe-  %^^o, 
MtiM  rapid  and  inae&tigable,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  entirely  ^"^^^^^ 
deceived  General  Putnam,  to  whose  vigilance  luid  oourago  ~ 
^e  key  of  the  Upper  Hudson  had  been  eonfided-r^n  the 
^  ^4h  ef  Oetoboiv  he  stormed  Forts  Clinton  and  Moa^(omeryt 
%ho9e  fall  was  soon  followed  by  the  evacuation  of  Peek's* 
Killf    and  Forts  Constitution  and  Independenea.     Tbo 
"vat^r  defences,  Impr^piable  as  they  appea}^,  exp^enced    ^ 
a  siniilar  fote.    The  immense  boom,  extending  am>SB  tho 
rivery  the  strong  and  ponderous  chain  in  its  front*  the  trU 
gales  and  gallies  b^ind  it,  proved  unavailing  barri^rs^ 
Iiatwe  storcB  became  the  prey  mther  of  the  enemy»  or  of  v^mgt^ 
t|te  lames.    After  burning  Continental  Yillage,  the  Bra-  ^^^ 
tish  General  Yaughan  proceeded  to  Kingston  or  Esopns,  a  '^^^^ 
amall  and  defencdess  Town,  then  cUcot  a  depot  of  wo-    . 
.aieii  and  ehildrcm.    This  he  also  reduced  to  adies :  othet '.  * 
unprovoked,  unprofitable  barbarities  marked,  on  both  sides 
of  the  Hudson,  tlm  progress  of  the  detachment  under 
Yaaf^aa,  and  drew  from  Gates  the  following  imprcMive  •  ' 
letler :  <<  IVith  unexampled  eruelty,''  wrote  tb&  American 
Gr«neraif  *<you  have  reduced  tjie  fine  village  of  Kingstoa 
to  ashes^  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  to  ruin.    I  am  in- 
fiHrmed  you  also  continue  to  ravage  and  plunder  all  before 
you,  on  both  sides  of  the  river.    Is  it  thus  your  fong's  Gne^ 
nerals  tlunk  to  make  converts  to  the  royal  cause?  It  is  no ; 
low  surprising  than  true  that  the  measures  they  ft^^t  to 
ttrve  ^Mtr  master  have  quite  the  contrary  effect.    Their 
cruelty  estaUisbes  the  act  ^  lnd€»endeney  upon  tiie  broad 
basis  of  the  general  resentment  of  the  people*    Abler  Ge- 
IkmIs,  ami  much  dder  officers  than  you  can  pretend  16  hoi,** 
are  now  bgr  the  fortune  of  wa^,  in  my  hands.   Their  fortune   , 
im^  one  day  be  yours,  when.  Sir,  it  miiy  not  be  in  the  po^^ 
er  of  any  thing  human  to  saVe  you  from  the  just  reveitge 
of  VI  injured  peop}e."    Between  the  taking  of  the  Higlv 
land  Forts  and  the  ednflagralion  of  Esopus^  seven  days  had 
.da|»)ed :  much  time  was  subsequently  consumed  in  preda^       ...  . . 
tbry  fipBrdiXim9i    Thus  were  the  valuaM#  stores  at  Albflta^ 
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CHAP,    preseryed ;  and  Burgoyne  debarred  of  those  sueoeurs  ^rtifek 
XL       it  was  the  prmcipal  object  of  this  expedition  to  coavqr. 
'  After  the  catastrophe  of  the  17th,  Gates  rapidly  inarched 

'■*"**^*  bis  vietorious  troops  down  the  Hudson.    At  his  approach^ 
^j^      Yaugban,  who  had  so  ill  cxeouted  the  orders  of  Clintonf  re« 
tired  to  New-York,  bumin^t  as  he  moved  down  the  riFert 
tiie  Forts  of  which  the  British  had  possessed  themseWes. 
Invents  near      Whilst  the  banks  of  the  Hudsqn  were  the  theatre  ot 
^^^'     these  momentons. events,  considerable  activity  was  also 
''^  displayed  on  those  of  the  Delaware.    The  capture  of  Phi- 

ladelphia had  produced  no  decisive  effect  in  fovour  of  tlie 
British  arms.    Far  from  depending  on  the  fall  of  a  few 
t  large  citicv,  the  fate  of  America  could  not  be  decided  even 

by  the  subjugation  of  a  few  States^  The  vitality  of  the  new 
body  politic  did  not  center  in  any  one  point;  it  was  diffused 
through  aU  its  parts.  No  single  blow,  however  severe 
eouM  d^troy  it.  Wliat  the  resources  of  the  Uiuon  want- 
.  ed  in  intensity,  was  amply  compensated  by  an  exten^on  of 
means  capable  of  baiRiog  the  protracted  efforts  of  the  roost 
obstinate  hostility.  Undismayed,  therefore,  by  the  lale 
success  of  General'  Howe,  the  Congress  calmly  resumed 
'  their  deliberations  at  Lancaster ;  and  Washington  took,  on 
the  Western  side  of  Sliippack  creek,  an  advantageous  po- 
sition, which  enabled  him  not  only  to  protect  the  impedi- 
ments opposed  to  the  British  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  but 
also  to  strike  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  encamped  at 
Germantown,  should  sl  pi*opitious  opportunity  invite  the 
cnterprize  and  spirit  of  the  American  army. 

On  the  £4th  of  September,  the  British  fleet,  leaviog  a 
few  ships  in  tlie  Chesapeake,  to  annoy  the  exposed  settle- 
ments^ and  intercept  inward  bound, vessels,  was  seen  to 
clear  tlie  Capes  of  Virginia.  Its  destination  evidently  was 
<  Pbiladelphiar  Separated  from  the  ships,  and  unpossessed 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware,  Sir  William  Howe  must 
necessarily  b^  exposed  to  ^  distressing  want  of  supplies, 
and  compelled  to  relinquish  his  conquest,  in  order  to  avoid 
a  worse  fi^e.  Hence,  to  open  a  passage  for  the  fleet  now 
became  ttie  predominating  object  of  the  British  General ; 
nor  was  the  American  Chief  less  bent  on  preventing  the 
contemplated  junction.  For  this  purpose,  several  mea- 
sures had  already  been  pursued.  Near  the  place  wh^re  the 
Schuylkill  unites  with  the  Delaware,  several  ranges  of 
frames,  composed  of  heavy  transverse  beams,  fil*m}y  join? 
cd,  and  pointed  with  iron,  had  been  sunk  in  the  chaoud 
of  the  river;  and  to  protect  these  obstructions,  two  Forts 
had  been  erected;  one  on  Mud-Island,  alow,'hiimid8oite» 
the  result  of  aUovi^n,  and  the  other  on  Bed  Bank,  a  high 
bluff  of  the  Jersey  shore.  The  first  was  called  Fort  :^- 
flin,  after  the  General  of  that  nanie;  the  other.  Fort 
JVIerccr,  in  honour  to  the  hero  of  Princeton.  Near  these 
were  stat|oned  row-gallies^  mounted  with:  heavy  eamosi^ 
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1km^}atmi^i  »ma  stiip^  of  r^ous  %i^s,  and  rafb.   CHAP. 
Three  miles  fowerdo^pni,  other  ehevjiuxdefpise  (ftoiii  ana(.      XI. 
logy  flrtrt  ^me  wm  ^enf  to  the  fraihes  descrfbed  abovi) 
had  been  flsed  aero&s  iht  stteam,  iindep  tlie  pt*oteotioti  of  a   "  ■  ■     ■ 
bKttery^  erected  on  a  point  of  latiiT  called  Billingsport,  also      .  ^^^ 
OB  the  Jersey  shle.    This  jiost,  yet  tfnfinished,  and  guard-  '  * 

(M  by  DniBtla  only,  was  abandbited  at  the  approach  of  a  su« 
perior  hostile  foree^  under  the  ooihmattd  of  Colonel  Stir- 
Kiig.>-^The  river  obstrnetioDis  di  that  pfMnt  yielded  to  the 
extraNirdlnaVy  and  perseveriwj^  effbrts  of  Ca^)taiii  Ham- 
fB[cfft&9  who  had  alread}^  asr^ended  the  Dataware  wiih  part 
<ft^  thie  British  fleet.  PhStaid^lphla'  was  occupied  by  Lord 
Oomwallis  with  four,  regitheots  of  fi^renadiers— another 
part  of  the  Brif  f  sh  army  was  staliohed  ar  ll^ilmington  mid 
Chester— 9ir  IVllliata  now  detached  a  numerous  corps  t6 
pf^teet  eonVoys  tff  proTislon^  info  Philadelphia.  Wash- 
ington remarked  wiih  pleaiiui^e  this  division  of  strength-^ ' 
the  propitious  moment  had  coitn^  ta  strike  his  incautious 
adversary. 

An  attack  was,  therefore,  determined  upon :  its  plan  wa^ 
daring  and  extensive^  but  it  required  a  concert  and  sym-^ 
;  metry  of  action  scarcely  atta^tibie.  The  wings,  the  rear, 
the  front  of  the  enemy,  were  to  be  simultaneously  assaOed. 
Ihiring  the  night  which  preceded  the  4th  of  October,  the  ®**^«  ^^ 
American  army  advanced  in  several  divisions.  Although  I^^J^' 
the  movements  of  the  different  columns  wanted  that  bar-  October  4. 
mony  whith  had  been  originally  contemplated,  fortune 
smiled  at  iirst  on  the  American  arins;  Unable  to  resist 
the  impetuosity  of  the  assault,  the  British  were  giving 
way  on  all  sidcs^  when  one  of  their  Chiefs,  Colonel  Mui^ 
grave,  threw  himself  with  six  companies  of  his  regiment^ 
into  a  lai^  stone  house.  This  broke  the  j^ursuit  of  the 
assailants,  who  idjudiciously  halted  to  reduce  this  accident- 
al fortress.  Two  other  circumstances  chiefly  contributfcd 
to  wrest  from  Washington  the  victory  within  his  grasp^^ 
A  thick  fog  mantled  eveiy  object,  and  concealed  from  his  . 
raperintending  eye  the  movements  both  of  friends  and 
foes  5  and  the  country  abounded  with  palisades  and  enclo* 
8ure«,  which  unavoidably  retarded  and  dispersed  the  pur- 
suers.— ^Much  confusion, was  created  among  the  Amcri- 
eahs  by  these  causes,  as  well  as>ljy  a  want  of  experience 
and  discipline — Thus  did  the  British  recover  from  tlie  ear- 
ly terrors  of  the  unexpected  blow,  and  reverse  the  fate  of 
the  day.-^The  Americans  however,  made  good  their  re- 
treat in  perfect  order. 

This  affair,  though  in  many  Vespects  unfortunate,  was 
productive  of  beneficial  consequences.  The  undisciplined, 
but  brave  defenders  of  America  had  seen  the  veterans  of 
Britain  and  Germany  yielding  to  their  impetuous  valour. 
They  had  penetrated  to  the  very  center  of  the  hostile  en- 
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ClI AP.    eampment,  and  spread  tkere  confusion and^may.  Thm  ^ 
XI.       an  aiiimaiing^  iDspiritiDg  idea.    The  r^st  was  aseribed   to 
incidents  of  an  unforseen,  insuperable  nature — to  defieiett- 
"^  cies  whkli  brought  their  ijorrectives  along  with  themselves. 

^--y      The  eneuij^,  too,  was  taught  to  dread  American  enter- 
'         prize — to  esteem  American  courage.    The  thanks  of  Con- 
gress, reverberatedbyihe  whole  country,  rewarded  both 
the  Creneral  and  the  army« 

In  killed  and  wounded^  the  loss  of  the  contending  Chiefs 
was  nearly  equ^,  amounting,  on  each  ^ide«  to  about  six 
hundred.  Among  her  illustrions  slain,  America  eouatoil 
Brigailier  General  Nash  of  North-Carolina,  and  CapUi}B 
Smiih  of  the  sixth  Virginia  regiment,  aclingas  Adjufa^ 
General  • —  When  it  was  unluckily  determined  to  reduce 
the  house  occupied  by  Musgrave.  a  iiag  of  truce  was  or-^ 
dercd  onward,  to  summon  the  British  Colonel  •  Of  this 
flag  Smith  solicited  the  honourable,  but  perilous  charge- 
He  advanced,  wavii^g  the  sacred  symbol,  at  sight  of 
which  all  hostilities  cease.  The  enemy  respected  it  not» 
'  Its  inti*epid  bearer  fell  under  a  murderous  lire  from  the 
des[>erate  foe. — On  the  part  of  the  British,  Btigadier  Ge- 
neral Agnew  and  Colonel  Bird  were  among  the  vietimsef 
this  blootly  conflict. 

The  9th  Virginia  regiment  and  part  of  the  6tb,  were 
made  prisoners.  Led  on  by  tlieir  gallant  commanders,  JMirt- 
thews  and  Towlcs,  the^  had  penetrated  into  the  eaidstof 
'  the  hostile  army.  Owing  to  the  fatal  circumstances  al- 
ready mentioned,  they  remained  unsupported,  and  were 
ultimately  compelled  to  surrender. — Washington,  rein- 
forced by  some  militia,  and  a  State-regimcnl  from  Vir- 
ginia, resumed  his  late  station  on  the  ^kippack,  and  Howe^ 
scon  after,  concentrated  his  forces  in  Philadelphia. 

Again  the  whole  attention  of  the  two  Generals  was  now 
turned  to  the  obstructions  in  the  Delaware — ^the  one  in- 
ten(  on  maintaining,  the  other  on  removing  them. — ^An  at- 
tsick  by  land  and  by  water  was  concerted  agaii^st  Forts 
Mercer  and  Mifflin. — Against  the  former.  Count  Donop, 
a  brave  Hessian  officer,  marched  with  a  strong  4)e|ach- 
ment.    Colonel  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  had  lately  been 
Attack  on    entrusted  with  Us  defence.    The*  force  under  his  com- 
Fort  Mer-     mand.  was  inadequate  to  the  extent  of  the  works.    He 
^^^'  had.  therefore,  run  a  ditch  tad  parapet  across  the  rear  of 

October  22.  |he  port,  with  a  view  to  contract  the  sphere  of  action,  in 
case  of  an  attack.  At  the  very  time  that  Donop  was  tle- 
tached  against  Redbank,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simms,  of  the 
/  6th  Yirgmia  regiment,  happened  to  be  on  his  march  to 
Fort  Mifflin,  with  a  reinforcement.  On  his  route,  lie  was 
apprized  of  Donop's  object.  Reaching  Fort  Mercer  the 
evening  before  the  intended. attack,  he  entreated  a  partici- 
pation in  the  approachiiij?strup:glc.  Gi'cenc  at  first  ac- 
cepted his  offer.  5  reflection  convinced  Mm  of  the  pruprirtj 
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of  strictly  cfbeying.  the  mandates  of  the  Commander  in    CHAP. 
Chief.    The  next  morifiog^  Simms  was,   therefore,  con-        XI. 
▼eyed  (o  Mud-Island,  where  his  aid  might  prove  of  still  ^^^_^^_, 
lii^er  importance.     Donop  had  now  arrived,  and  vainly     ' 
demandetl  a  surrender.    The  movement  of  Simms  and  liis       ^^^^^ 
eorps  led  him  to  imagine  that  the  garrison  was  attempting 
to  escape.    Inflamed  by  this  idea,  hie  immediately  rush^ 
to  the  assault.     Of  the  outer  ditch  and  parapet,  he  soon 
heeamer  possessed;  they  had  been  designedly  abandoned. 
7his  increased  the  temerity  of  the  assailants,  who  now  ad- 
vaneed  with  tumult  and  fury  against  the  inner  line  of  de- 
fence.   This  was  the  propitious  moment  for  Greene  and 
liis  'undaunted  comrades.  Tbey  seized  it,  and  poured  upon 
the   rash  foe  a  well  kept  up  and  most  destructive  fire. 
Dreadful  was  the   carnage.     Donop  reeeived  a  mortal 
around.    Mingerode,  the  second  in  command,  experienced 
a  similar  fate ;  and  to  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  the  pro- 
tecting darkness  of  the  ensuing  night,  the  few  survivom 
were  indebted  fbr  their  exemption  ft-om  subsequent  injur 
ry.     The  simultaneous  and  co-operating  exertions  of  vari- 
ous British  corps    from  the  Pennsylvania  side,   and  the 
naval  tKvers^on  inte^idcd  to  complete  the  anticipated  efiect 
of  what  had  been  proudly  planned  as  an  overwhelming  at- 
tack, equally  tailed.    Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  who  com-  and  on  Tc^t 
jnaaded  in  Fort  Mifflin,  and  Commodore  Hazlewood,  who  Mifflin, 
directed  the  moveable  force  cTf  the  Americans  in  the  river, 
Blade  a  re^stanee  no  less  successful  than  vigorous.    I'lie  unsuccc^s. 
elements  seemed  to  favour  them.   A  strong  Northerly  wind  fuL 
cheeked  tjtie  ascent  of  some  British  ships  of  the  line.     A- 
mong  those  that  approached  the  Forts,  two  were  ground- 
ed— the  Aogusta  and  the  Merlin.     Both  were  burnt — the 
first  accidentally — the  second  purposely.    A  result  which 
afforded  the  Americans  ample  solace  for  the  capture  of 
th^r  frigate,  the  Delaware,  by  the  party  under  Cornwal- 
Ks,  soon  after  his  occupation  of  Philadelphia. 

This  brilliant  repulse ^of  so  formidable  a  combination,  ^ 
stimulated  the  Americans  to  persevering  and  desperate  ef- 
tbrts,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  river  obstructions.  In 
the  meantime,  the  activity  of  the  enemy  was  pi'oportion- 
ately  increased.  His  incessant  cannonades  from  the  hei.(^hts 
above  the  month  of  the  Schuylkill,  from  the  ships  below, 
and  especially  from  Province-Island,  almost  atljacont  to 
the  scite  on  which  Fort  Mifflin  stood,  were  felt  with  omi- 
nous severity.  The  gallent  Smith,  compelled  by  multiplied  Nov.  li 
wounds  to  retire  from  his  perilous,  but  honourable  station^ 
resigned  the  command  to  his*  second,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Simms,  who  displayed  a  courage  and  skill  not  unworthy 
of  Ills  predecessor,  until  the  rotation  of  duty  bvought  Co!. 
Russel,  of  Massachusetts,  to  relieve  him.  Russell  halt 
courted  this  post — but  his  frame,  exhausted  with  fa(ii<'J<% 
ill  secomled  the  ardowr  of  his  aspiring  mind.  Mty  or  Thayer 
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CHAP,   of  ifce  Ittip^-l9lap4  lipi^,  heiMipe  Us  fn0eefS9r*^^€toi)|^ 
XI.       intcepidily^  perseviBraqic^  wd  skill  havp  ^yed  Fqrt  J^fiflpo^ 
'         It  iyoj44  bayp  bc©j[^  pi^eaervea  by  Thayi^r^  w4  ¥»  ^FPU^iip 
^?^P=f*  band — ^but  ^  pircitmst'^pop  uqexQ^tedljr  o,cci9n^9  wbuqi 
^y.^      baffled  every  power  of  i^enee^ — ^Betweep  ProYMice  and 
Mud-islandsy  a  j^s^*row  ehaDnelf  either  i^ifl;  iVrmM  hf 
Fort  3fifflin  ^he  la^e  higb  tides,  or  uaohs^rypc)  b^fpl^  1^  d»wT«5# 
eyacuated,    bj  the  enemy — ^throiigb  tjifit  chi^^el,  ap  £«|t-|Bdimop?|i» 
cut  down  for  th^  purpose,  and  a  l^nU^  witb  tJif^  tf(^^ 
^ov.  15,    fo^ir  pounders^  suceesaniUy  maue  Ib^  way  to  ^  M^tJfHW 
near  the  Fbrti    Hazlewood  vainly  attempted  ^  n^  ^ImM^ 
new  assailants. — l^he  iqereased  eiflf^ct  of  the  eiieiny'9  eiw 
non  now  bec^ame  irresisUble.  The  j^eriea^  dofeqoes  w«iv 
soon  levelled  witljf  tb<)  ground;  apd^  in  tho  ught  after thjip 
unexpected  attapJi,  the  hrave  'f  bayer  relufst)MMy  ii^pdM- 
e()  a  post  \yhicb  he  ha^  89  tj^Mly  d^feiidf^  to  tjie  ^t  i^ 
IremUy*  * 

Also  Port  '  liord  Cornwallis,  joined  a(  Chester  faf  %  ew^deraH^ 
Mercer.  reinforeemenf  from  ^iew-Xork,  now  advi^ced  agaipst  ilie 
fortifications  at  flod-BanK*  Washington  detached  Mmot/* 
Genoial  Greene  to  fisill  on  his  i-ear;  whilst  inv^stii^  Fort 
i^tereer*  the  situation  of  which  beiw«e<i  two  Krge  w^okf^ 
encoui*ag(Ml  the  measure*  Unfortuni^^ly,  before  Gree^ 
crossed  the  Delaware,  Cornwallis  aparouAi^d  the  Fo^l^ 
and  i*en(!ered  i(^  evacuation  uquvoidable.  Piurt  of  thf  Ar 
merican  navul  fotee  escaped  up.  the  river;  the  roHwiiS 
purposely  consigned  to  the  Uairies;  Thus  did  Howe  obtai|i 
tbe  entire  comniaod  of  the  (lelaware,  and  seemrcd  to  thif 
British  arms  the  possession  of  Philadelphia.  By  the  4el^J9 
of  Glovcr^s  brigade,  hourly  expected  from  th^  Norths  w^ 
by  a  prudent  regard  to  the  real  interests  of  Ipsv  conotry* 
which  dictated  a  careful  preservation  of  military  slrengUi 
for  higbt^i*  ojbjects,  Greene  was  prevented  froni.  bi^Kardnig 
I  an  engagement  with  Cornwallis ;  only  he  indulged  ih^  ad* 
veuturous  spirit  of  tl)e  chivalrie  La  Fayette^  in  ap  aitiM^ 
upon  one  of  the  enemy's  pjieket%,  supporting,  h^;^  >wltfi  a 
detachment  from  lVloi;gan*5  corp^  of  riflemeii,  under  C^ 
Butler.  La  Fayette  stllj  served  as  a  vohintee^,  and  ha4 
not  yet  recovered  from  his  wound.  Qn  this  occasion,  b^ 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  small  body  of  militia ;  the 
blow  was  successful.  Thirty  of  the  enemy  fell,  and  tb^ 
rest  precipitately,  retired  into  tlieii*  camp.  Greene  the^^ 
i*e-crossed  the  Delaware,  and  joined  the  grand  anqy. 
Delays  in  Washington  bad  some^time  before  removed  from. hispid 

reinforcing  sition  on  the  Skippack  to  White-Marsh,  a  situation  withiii^ 
Washington  fifteen  miles  of  Philailelphia,  ami  more  favoun^ble  to  hiij 
objects,  which  were  to  aid  and  invigorate  the  defence  of 
the'Forts  on  the  Delaware,  to  out  0^  the  suppliei^  dra^wn 
hy  the  enemy  fi'om  the  circumjiU'-ent  country,  and  tp  seize 
on  any  oppoi*(uniiy  tliat  might  be  presented  jfbr  striking 
bim  with  advantage.    With  a  view  to  (he^e  iipportiM^  bb- 
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fiipsriork J  of  Oate^  #Ter  Ih^  enefliyf  wai  tvcerUiKed  m 

tlie  kanks^  of  ib»  Hu^am,  i^  Coipiiiawler  in  Chtof  iireah        

^  the  n^wB  of  Momm-a  rifle  eorpi,  leai4«g»  howerer* 
#uit  net^ni  to  tiie  deerao«  of  Galas  faimwlt    Morgan      i^TY 
wu  tlK^D  r»tdiii9d.  '  UpoQ  iiit«UigoMo  of  tlie  ^oriow  e* 
wot  at  ^rat^gf^  Col.  QamUtaa  reared  to  the  Northern 
»ri^9  tod<;ip'4adaa4expe4ittaitxiliai74»taehm  Ha 

mmwk  pa^  of  that  imny  ondor  Putaaaif  wlia»  at  first,  reav 
4ily  aneatf  d  to  tho  ae^esaN^  of  roteforeiag  WashinatoiH 
tli^^igli  M^lanpart^  a^f^bainafor  aa  altaok  apon  Xow-Ydri[» 
^pd  tha  jaamlMatiaa  of  a  matiaoas  i|irit  anumg  tha 
|roQpP5  a^^^imiifd  fifital  dobjs*  Tba  saiae  osseat  eouU 
vat  aaoMy  b»  ahuained  from  Goaeral  Oates^  aow  ffiUiondl 
f^  Alba^  witb  fimr  brigades.  Bo  allodged  an  ozpoditiaB 
meditated  ogainH  'Hesfidevoga^  yet  hoU  bgr  the  Britisli^ 
Wd  t|ifl  aipo^ei^y  of  a  s^iaag  firoteetion  tar  Aa  arsenal^ 
^^/^  tba  i^aabl^  stores  at  Alteny.  Qlover's  brigade,  an^ 
other  corps  weret  bawo^er,  imlly  ardered  to  march  to 
the  hm^  c^tbe  Qelaware;  but  these  romforoemeata  did 
m^  reaiph  thoir  dosthiatioii  with  safflrient  celerity  to  aid 
if^  eflbetiag  thf  impartaat  objeets  ia  riew. 

On  this  oeeaslaa,  there  was  in  the  eoadnet  of  Gsiteaa 
f^mtarioas  dtf  atoria^99  whiob,  together  with  liis  omitting 
ia  repoft  ta  Oea^ral  Washington,  as  Comiuuider  in  Cliiei| 
the  brilhiaat  siaeeesaes  of  the  Northern  army,  wore  an  un* 
ftMFOQraUe  aspect. 

*  HaA  Wa4u^^gton  been  enabled  by  the  contemplate  re- 
%iforo0aiteni8,  to  oecapy  the  Western  heights  of  the  Sehuyh 
\^9  without  endangering  his  stores  and  hospitals*  not  only 
ojfioioat  protection  nught  haye  been  entended  to  Fort  Mif- 
^n,  aa4  the  jonction  of  the  British  fleet  and  army  sue- 
oessfiiUy  oHiosed,  but  it  is  probable  that  Sir  William 
would  h^ye  been  forced  to  a  decisive  oonte^  on  ground 
djaiid?a^ti^geoos  to  himscIC  Inferiority  of  numbers  pro- 
duced the  results  already  stated ;  and  when  the  expected 
aacesaon  at  length  Joined  the  Americim  General,  the  e- 
aeiay  was  so  strongly  intrenched  in  Philadelphia,  that  an 
ilfaaolt  on  that  city,  though  vehement^  ui^ed  by  the  igno^ 
RMU,  the  ra^b,  and,  perhaps,  the  disaficctf^,  was  pro- 
nounced by  Washington  and  sJl  th»we}l  informed,  a  mad, 
Hiopdess,  ruinoa»  scheme.*  A  elond  of  oUoquy  for  a  mo- 
^nt  obscured  bis  fame  $  the  refulgence  of  his  splendid  set^ 
^dk^es  soon  dispelled  the  thin,  fiuitastie  rapour.  His  steady 
^ad  disormjag  eye  well  saw  that  a  numerous  enemy*  encks* 
^  within  the  narrow  precincts  of  a  Town,  would  soon,  in 
<ttder  to  obtain  the  command  of  the  surrounding  country, 
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CBAF.    be  eraipelled  to  risk  a  battle,  the  resnilt  of  vtiieh  migftt  W 
XL       anticipated  urith  delight  by  Ainerica«-aQd  should  the  fim 
avoid  a  battle/  sneh  aeonfesdioji  of  inferiority  would  itself 
■  be  worth  a  victory — ^hls  resourcest  too,  must  rapidly  be 

^yyy      wasted  in  the  inglorious  inactivity  of  his  boasted  conquest* 
Howe  foresaw  the  inevitable,  though  distant  dangei*«i  of 
his  cantonment,  should  Washington  continue  so  near  Phi- 
ladelphia.   Apparently  resolved  to  attack  the  Ameriean 
army,  he  occupied  Chesnut  Hill,  on  the4<h  of  l>ecpniber, 
and,  for  three  days,  continued  raanoeiivring  in  view   of 
Washington's  encampment — ^threatening  first  hi«  ri^nt^^ 
tilth  his  loft — and  after  repeated  demonstrations  of  as<taiitt, 
which  terminated  in  a  sharp  skirmish,  returned  to  Phila* 
delphia,  with  the  tacit  acknowledgment  that,  on  equal 
terms«  and  on  ground  chosen  by  his  adversary,  the  vete- 
rans of  Britain  thought  it  unsafe  to  measure  swords  with 
the  raw,  but  dauntless  soldiers  of  liberty. 
Washington     -The  rigour  of  the  season  now  forcibly  suggested  the  cx- 
rctircsinto  pediefioy  of  retiring  into  winter-quarters.    Unwilling  to 
vi^mtcrquar-  ^^j||.g||  ^jg  force  by  dispersion,  and  to  expose  the  neigh* 
houring  country  to  the  ravages  of  the  foe,  Washington  so- 
lecte<l  for  that  purpose  a  salubrious  seite,  known  by  the 
appellation  of  Valley  Forge,  on  the  Westei^n  side  of  the 
^c.  17.     Sohuylkill.    There  a  I'own  of  huts  was  erected  by  his  di- 
rection, and  the  whole  strongly  fortified.     In  the  general 
orders  which  he  issued  on  the  subject,  the  Commander  in 
Chief  tlisuiked  his  men  for  their  past  fortitude  and  pati« 
enoe — congi*atulated  them  on  the  substantial,  though  not 
splendid  sudvantagcs  of  the  campaign — opene<l  to  them  a 
bright  prospect  in  the  increasing  vigour  and  experience  of 
America,  r.nd  in  the  anticipated  aid  of  France— exhorted 
them  to  a  firm  and  manly  perseverance — and  afier  stating 
his  plan  for  a  winter  position,  concluded  by  observing  that 
*^<  he  would  himself  share  their  hardships,  and  {mrtake  of 
every  inconvenience.'^: — Those  liardships  were^eat,  and 
we  will  soon  atfvert  to  their  causes.«^Let  us  now  fix  our 
eyes  on  Virginia. 
>fe^ing  of      The  20th  of  October  had  been  appointed  for  the  meeting 
Ai^w'^^  of  the  General  Assembly.     Such,  however,  were  the  de- 
^^^.  ^"    lays  of  most  Members,  tliat  the  House  of  Delegates  could 
Oct  20.     ppoceed  to  business  only  on  the  SOth  of  that  month ;  and 
the  Senate  not  beibre  the  5th  of  November. 

Again,  we  are  struck,  as  we  look  over  the  Journals  of 
thisSession  with  the  parental  care  bestowed  b;^'  the  Assem- 
bly on  the  numerous  i>etitiousof  unfortunate  citizens,  ivho 
had  felt  the  distresses  of  the  war,  in  their  varied  shapes. 
This  is  a  peculiarly  interesting  feature  in  the  proceedings 
of  Legislators  who  seem  to  have  been  in  effect  the  fathers 
of  the  State.  • 

Act  for  T^       The  eyes  of  those  Legislators  were  soon  directeil  to  the 
cr jjtjng^  the  g,.and  army,  and  its  wants.    Deaths  captivity,  and  pthei* 


VJROINIA.  «» 

tosnaltjeiy  had  prodoetHli  in  the  Iroops  furmshed  bj  Yir^    CHAP, 
nia,  chasmd  wiiieb  it  was  now  necessary  to  ftll  up.   A  body       U* 
•f  State  regulars  under  CoL  Gibson  was,  therefore,  direet-  ^ 

ed  to  continue  in  the  Continental  serviee.  An  extra  bounty    " 
of  twenty  dollars  was  offered  to  those  men  who,  after  the      1777 
expiration  of  their  present  term  of  serviee,  should  re-en- 
list, either  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.    It  was  di-  ^^^^^l^ 
ceoted  that  the  men  lately  rtosed  on  Ommonwealth  estab-*  Suneata 
Ushment  should  be  speed^y  organized,  and  join  General  service. 
Washington. 

Draughts  from  among  the  unmarried  members  of  the 
militia,  in  every  seetiop  of  the  State,  were,  moreover*  or^^ 
dei*ed.    For  thfs  purpose,  lots  were  to  be  drawn,  and  one  , 
out  of  every  twenty-^ve  men  must  become  a  soldier*  and 
serve  one  year.     A  bounty  of  fifteen  dollars  was,  indepen- 
dbr^y  jof  Continental  encouragements*  to  be  paid  by  the 
State  to  each  man  thus  draughted.     The  usual  tenderness 
towards  the  coanectigns  of  poor  holdiers  who  might  be  dis- 
abled or  slain  in  the  serviee  of  their  country,  was  manifest- 
ed by  a  suitable  provision.     From  this  draught  Quakers 
aind  M«nonists  were  exempted,  on  condition  that  their  res- 
pective societies  should  burnish  a  proportionate  number  of 
Eoper  substitutes. — Desertion  had  increased  to  a  fatal 
gree :  to  lessen  its  evils,  it  was  enacted  that  every  person 
aiding  or  concealing  a  deserter  should,  if  a  man,  take  his 
place,  and,  if  a  woman,  pay  a  heavy  fine.  The  Legislators, 
however,  respecting,  ia  certain  cases,  the  inherent  sensi- 
bilities of  tlie  human  heart,  excluded  from  these  penalties 
tlie  wife  secreting  her  husband,  tlie  widow  her  son,  and 
the  child  his  or  her  parent.    Counties,  corporations,  or 
iQdi\iduals,  ^prehending  one  or  more  deserters,/  were 
proportionately  released  from  military  obligations.    Tlie 
same  aet  encouraged  tiie  formation  of  volunteer  coi^s  to 
serve  for  six  months,  from  the  time  of  their  reaching  the 
plaoe  of  general  rendezvous.    To  remove  all  objections  to  . 
military  service,  the  menibees  of  particular  religious  so- 
cieties, especially  Baptists  and  Methodists,  were  invited  to 
organiae  themselves  into  sejmrate  companies  under  officers 
of  their  own  principles.     The  measures  contemplated  by 
this  act  were  to  be  effected  before  the  ensuing  S|>ring. 

To  provide  for  the  Military,  adequate  supplies  of  cloth-  Act  for 
ing  and  provisionsr  was  the  next  object  of  Legislative  care.  ^^^^^^^-^  ^^ 
Avarice  and  extortion,  speculsiting  on  public  Avants,  as  well  l^,,['^^ 
as  on  private  distress,  had  hi tlierto  opposed  immense- dif- 
ficulties to  the  usual  methods  of  procuring  such  supplies. 
Extraordinary  measures  were,  therefore,  resoi'ted  to.  I'he 
Governor  and  Council  were  anthorized  to  appoint*  in  every 
part  of  the  Commonwealth,  Commissioners  for  the  purpose 
of  seizing  all  articles  of  clotiiing  proper  for  the  use  of  i  ho 
army,  wherever  such  articJes  should  be  found  in  the  pt)8- 
scssion  of  persons  having  purchased  tliem  for  sale.  Against 


»M  HiflToinr  Of 

GHAP«  tbe  ooii60iteeikC  ef  snck  artielei,  encr^ie  prb^Mdii ' 

SL       nisde :  wotknen  nmht  be  iiufye^wd  to  eonVert  thtf  whoftr 
_  into  wearing  «p|)AreJ9  the  value  of  ifce  Bi«tertlhi  iM  fli»» 

^•■*'*""*  wages  of  the  wotIlbei^d  imfirenedt  i^ere  to  be  detfiMUM^ 
1777  b|f  four  reputable  eitiaeat,  ulpen  oathr  mti  Mna^clkAdljf 
Porpiocur.  ps^d  ion*  To  proeoie  pi^^avyanothef'aet  waa  paascfr' 
Jngprovi*  prohifakiBg  for  a  linited  time  tiie  exportation  of  bcNSf^  poi%t' 
•^"«-  and  bacos,  by  land  or  watmr.  eseej^  t^  thp  CoHtlietitid  fltf«^ 

my^  or  to  ^y  troops  seat  out  of  the  CominMw^Ak  HM^ 
monopoly  of  such  artieles,  and,  indeed,  of  all  fMtildoliSj 
•iaelodinc  salty  waa  prei^rated  hy  imthorialng  ttt^ seiasiii^ 
at  a  noderate  priee,  of  atfy  qaatttity  exeeeding  tie  WSIMP 
of  the  possessor  and  bir  famiiy.  ForestsdKn^,  ffigrat&ig^ 
and  otherpraetiees  tending  to  inerease  th^  eoiapHeafed  edsM  * 
barragsmeots  of  the  tSmes^  i^te  alsorigolrously  probibftetf. 
Act  for  The  geners^y  of  the  people  bad  now  boeoaie  seudbto 

n^m^mo-  ^^  ^^^^  qa^tity  of  paper-money  in  eirerfation  gready 
exeeediag  the  umAudi  of  ooantt«ree,#epreeiatibil  uinst  M* 
the  inevitable  ooasequenee,  eten  if  artifieial  eau^ro  shoaM^ 
not  eoncur  in  the  production  of  that  eflWet :  they  clearly* 
saw  that  the  value  of  that  money  could  be  miuntained  otil^ 
Iiy  its  gradual,  but  certain  redemption;  they  knew,  too^* 
that  funds  were  wanted  not  only  for^  carrying  on  the  wary 
but  fop  the  rcpaymeat  of  the  money  boirowed  by  tbe  Con- 
tinental, Congress,  and  by  the  State,  or,  at  least,  for  dis^ 
charffing  the  annusd  Interest  of  the  sums  tht^  borrowedb 
By  these  considerations  they  had  been'  reconciled  to  the 
idea  of  an  attempt  towards  a  system  of  taxation  commeii*  * 
surate  with  those  different  objects.    The  expediency  of 
taxation  was  pressed  by  the  inhabitants  of  some  Counties 
OB  their  Delegates  in  the  General  Assembly*!    It  waa, 
Ihereforo,  enacted  that,  for  seven  years,  a  tax  of  ten  shil^ 
lings  for  every  hundred  pounds  value,  should  be  levied  on 
real  and  personal  property.  Debts  bearing  interest,  annui- 
ties, including  the  rents  payable  to  the  Proprietor  of  the 
Northem-Neek,  licenses,  ai^  many  other  objects,  werw 
subjected  to  the  operation  of  this  act,  in  which  the  peo* 
pk  cheerfully  acquieseedf  under  the  Impressions  already 
stated. 

Among  the  finaaeial  regulations  adopted  by  the  Gene- 
ral  Assembly  during  tlie  present  session,  we  remark  an 
act  for  laying  a  public  levy,  and  another  act  to  prevent 
private  persons  from  issuing  bills  of  credit  in  tbe  nature 
of  paper-currency,  a  practice,  that  tended  to  the  deception 

•  It  had  been  intended  to  keep  this  act  secret  until  put  m  execution, 
but  it  became  known  tlicough  the  printer*^  woriunen.  See  JourtuU  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  for  this  Session,  page  87.      • 

*    .  ■     ' 

t  Sec  PuK3ie*s  Gazette,  September  26,  V7f,  and  the  Jounial  df  the 
House  of  Oelegates.-^PaiM. 


TraGDflA* 

wd  ItBi  of  )iidiTldiiRls,  and  to  tfae  i^jofy  of  the  pvUio^  by 
flwelling  a  stream  ivhioh  already  overflowed  tke  field  of   CHAP. 
oomnerce.    The  salaries  of  rertain  offieers  of  Oorem-       XI. 
■leaC,  and  of  the  Delegates  to  the  General  Congress,  whose 
BQmber  was  now  inereased  to  seven,  were  also  regulated 
by  law.*  ^^^ 

Many  persons  residincr  in  various  parts  of  the  British 
Empire,  some  of  whom  nad  been  bom,  and  others  settled  ^^'^S^ 
in  Ameriea,  but  had  left  it  sinee  theoommeneement  of  the  tk^^op^* 
troubles,  were  proprietors  of  estates,  real  and  persmial  in  ^• 
Virginia.     Several  of  them  had  beoome  entitled  to  oonri- 
derable  debts,  and,  in  certain  cases,  suits  had  been  institu- 
ted for  the  recovery  of  such  debts,  before  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  justice  was  suspended.   .All  such  persons 
had  BOW  iieeome  alien  enemies :  their  estates,  of  course^ 
were  tegally  forfeited,  and  their  debts  irreeoveraUe.    Yet, 
those  estates  had  been  acquired,  those  debts  incurred,  un-    . 
der  the  auspices  of  laws  and  relations  then  held  sacred  ; 
nor  had  the  British  Government  prov<dLed  confiscation  by 
the  example  of  it,  in  parallel  cases.     The  proceeds  ^ 
soeh  estates,  however,  and  the  interest  or  principal  of  such 
debts  might  increase  Uie  warlike  resources  of  the  enemy. 
These  were  considerations  of  moment.    In  them,  an  act  o- 
ri^nated  sequestering  the  estates  and  other  property  of 
British  sulyects  into  the  hands  of  Commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed from  time  to  time  b^  the  Governor  and  CouncU. 
The  clear  profits  of  each  particular  estate  were  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury.    All  persons  owing  debts  to  British  sub- 
jects might  also  pay  them  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.   The  monies  thus  brought  in  were  declared 
to  remain  the  property  of  British  subjects  $  and  if  the 
wives  and  children  of  any  such  proprietors  or  creditors 
had  beep  left  in  the  State,  suitable  allowances  were  made 
by  the  Governor  and  Couneil  for  their  support,  out  of  the 
same  monies.    If  used  on  account  of  the  Commonwealthf 
the  sums  thus  received  were  to  be  repaid,  unless  the  subse- 
~  quent  conduct  of  Great  Britain  should  justify  retaliatory 
detention.    "With  respect  to  debts  in  suit,  a  middle  course 
was  adopted,  neither  cancelling  the  fair  claims  of  British 
subjects,  nor  bearing  with  too  muoh  severity  on  American 
citizens. 

*  As  the  progressive  increaseof  such  salaries  mt^y  give  some  idea  of  the 
effects  of  dqireciation,   we  shall  occasionally  mention  them.   The  present 
allowances  were— 
To  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  10  Dolls,  per  day,  1  DolL  per  mile. 

Governor,  1500  L  per  annum. 

Counsellors  of  State,  2400  /  per  annum,  to  be  divided,  &c. 

Treasurer;    •        -    1200  L  per  annum. 

Attomcy-General,        300  L  per  annum. 

Aud.  Of  P.  Aeeooits,  400  L  eaeh,  per  aiinuro.    The  sakry  allowed 
^^  Judges  in  Chancery  was  500  I  per  annuro^  each. 
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BItiTORTOF 

The  trboUes  wUeh  had  eoDTohed  the  irhele  emmlrj^ 
and  the  distresses  ioeideot  to  a  state  of  vaTf  had  iodneed 
the  General  Convention  to  suspend  the  proeeediogs  of  the 
Courts  of  Justice  i^  oertain  eases.  This  ikieasnre,  t|M» 
the  o^spring  of  the  most  imperious  exigencieSf  had  gradn- 
allj  become  injurious  to  eommerce»  {ndustiy*  and  publie 
morals.  The  streams  of  iustiee  now  were  nmde  to  now  a- 
gain  in'their  former  ehanncds.  A  High  Court  of  Chaneeiy^ 
and  a  General  Court  were^  moreoTor,  established.  T)iese 
tribunals  were  to  receive  ameals  from  the  County  Courts ; 
and  to  Mve  original  jurisdiction  where  the  sulgect  of  eon* 
troversy  was  of  the  value  often  pounds  sterline^  or  where 
it  concerned  the  title  or  bounds  of  land.  To  the  GenersI 
Court,  was  also  attributed  the  power  to  hear  and  determine 
all  ti-easonst  murders*  felonies,  and  other  minor  crimes. 
Of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Geom 
Wythe,  and  R.  C.  Nicholas  were  wpointed  Judm ;  &r 
ihe  General  Court,  Joseph  Jones,  John  Blair,  Thomu 
Ludwell  Lee,  Thomson  Mason,  and  Paul  Carrington,  re- ' 
eeived  a  similar  appointment. 

Several  other  acts  were  passed,  in  the  nature  and  bear* 
ings  of  which  history  is  little  interested.  This  Sessioi!, 
however,  presents  circumstances  worthy  of  remark,  bi 
addition  to  those  already  related. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Pei^tual  Union 
proposed  by  Congress,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1776,* 
w<?re  approved  and  raUfieil  by  tlie  following  resolutions: 

<<  Besolvtd,  nemine  eontradtcfnfe.  That  a  speed  v  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  between  tne  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  will  confound  the  devices  of  their 
forei^,  and  fl*ustrate4be  machinations  of  their  domestic 
enemies,  encourage  their  firm  friends,  and  fix  the  waver- 
ing, contribute  much  to  the  support  of  their  public  credit 
and  the  restoration  of  the  value  of  their  paper-money,  pr^ 
duce  unanimity  in  their  Councils  at  home,  and  add  weight 
to  tlieir  negociations  abroad,  and,  completing  the  indepen- 
dence of  their  counti*y,  establish  the  best  foundation  for  its 


**  R€8oivedf  nemine  contradicente,  That  the  Artieles  of 
Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  proposed  by  Congress 
on  tlie  17th  of  November,  1776,  between  the  States  of 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Bhode-Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New* 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  MarylMid,  Yirginia, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  refer* 
red  for  approbation  to  "^  the  consideration  of  the  sevend 
Legblatures  of  the  said  States,  ought  to  be  approved  and. 
ratified  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  that  our 


8€«  JlppendOi  No.  1^ 


measures. 
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fitolegates  in  Congren  be  aeeordingly  rathorized*  and  in*    CHAP. 
stroeted  to  ratify  the 'same  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf       XL 

of  this  Commonwealth^  and  that  they  attend  for  that  par-    

pose  on  or  before  the  10th  da>  of  Mareh  next.**  ^== 

In  the  eountry  about  Fort  Pitt,  alarming  symptoms  of      ^^^^ 
disaffection  had    manifested  themtelvesy   and   nefarious 
schemes  of  combined  savage  and  internal  hostility  were 
known  to  have  been  formed*    Commissioners  had    been  other  Lts 
named  by  Congress  to  repair  there^  and  investiji^ate  the  C^^][^ 
rise*  progress,  and  extent  of  the  dark  liberticide  plots^  r^^-**-"- 
hatched  in  that  quarter.    The  Legislature  of  Yirginfat  au- 
thorized those  Commissioners  to  apprehend  such  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Counties  of  ObiOf  Monongalia,  and  Tofaogania 
as  should  appear  to  them  to  have  been  concerned  in  any 
eonspiracy  against  the  Union,  and  to  surrender  tbem  to 
tlie  juAt  vengeance  of  the  laws. 

llie  arm  of  the  Executive  was  nerved  by  the  grant  of 
additional  extraordinary  powers  to  the  Governor  and 
Council ;  the  vexatious  suits  instituted  against  them  by  the 
suspected  individuals  who,  during  the  late  alarm,  had  been 
remoTcd  or  confined,  were  stopped  by  Legblative  autho- 
rity;  and  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  unanimously  given 
to  General  Nelson,  whose  patriotic  and  disinterested  excr- 
tions^  upon  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's  fleets  we  have 
alresbdy  noticed. 

Military  preparation  was,  at  this  time,  deemed  so  vitally 
important  tnat  the  employment  of  a  foreign  corps  1^  the' 
Commonwealth  appeared  to  the  Legislature  a  desirable 
step.  The  Governor  was  empowered  to  s^pulate  with  one 
Bory,  the  projector  of  this  scheme,  for  the  importation  of 
foreign  troops,  whose  numbers  and  duties  were  defined  by 
the  fegislature,  and  whose  pay  was  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  of  Yirginia. 

In  the  mean  time,  great  attention  was  bestowed  on 
whatever  could  promote  in  the  state,  a  knowledge  of  the 
art  of  war.  A  school  of  instruction  in  artillery  and  fbrti- 
flcation,  under  the  direction  of  Monsieur  Loyaute,  was  li- 
berally encouraged.  A  French  independent  company^ 
headed  by  that  valuable  officer,  had  been  taken  into  the 
pay  of  the  Commonwealth.  Loyaute  was,  moreover,  ap- 
pointed Inspector-Greneral  of  artillery,  fortifications,  and 
military  itores.  An  obvious  policy  suggested  the  measure 
of  associating  vrith  him,  in  the  multiplied  labours  of  this 
department,  a  citizen  of  the  State,  of  a  studious,  actlvCf 
and  intelligent  disposition,  with  the  title  of  Adjutant- Ge- 
neral, and  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  the  school 
of  artillery,  one  hundred  men  were  to  be  instructed  at  a 
time,  in  rotation,  so  as  to  communicate  the  desired  know- 
ledge to  the  whole  renment,  of  which  Thomas  Marshall 
was  appointed  Colonel;  George  Muter,  lieutenant-Colo- 
nel^ and  Thomas  Mathows^  M^jor,  to  the  great  satirfko- 
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tion  of  the  mep.  All  the  pails  of  the  State  8iiiee|itible  of 
attack  and  defence  were  to  be  pointed  ont  bj  the  laspee- 
tor  General,  and  batteries  and  other  works  erected,  with 
magazines  in  their  yicinity. 

Against  the  Western  enemies  of  the  State,  av  expedition 
was,  at  this  time  contemplated ;  its  important  result  will 
be  noticed  in  the  seqnel.  We  have  only  to  remark  at  pre- 
sent that  the  Legislature  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Executive  a  portion  of  the  militia,  intend^  to  eo-opemte 
with  the  regular  force  destined  for  that  enterprize^  phumed 
by  Colonel  Creorge  R.  Clarke,  and  confided  to  his  adv^i- 
turous  spirit.  At  the  same  time,  measures  were  adopted 
to  afford  security  to  the  trade  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  aM 
in  those  measures  Maryland  was  invited  to  join.  With 
North-Carolina  a  plan  for  maritime  defence  was  iJso  con* 
eerted.  A  Captain  Terby,  of  Lanoaster  eounty  bad,  upon 
conditions  injurious  to  the  Justice  and  honour  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, treacherously  delivered  to  two  of  the  enemy^ 
ships  of  war  a  French  vessel,  peaceably  trading  in  the 
ports*  of  Vii^inia,  in  full  relianee  on  that  proteetion  whi^ 
every  independent  country  extends  to  neutral  eommeree* 
The  vengwnce  of  the  oifended  laws  was  called  on  his  head, 
and  the  consequences  of  individual  perfidiousness  thes  pre- 
Tented  from  affecting  the  national  interest,  by  exciting  dis- 
trust and  resentment  abroad. 

Among  the  numerous  appointments  which  took  place 
during  this  session,  we  remark  that  of  John  Banister,  mi 
Thomas  Adams  to  the  General  Congress ;  and  of  Jamea 
Madison  to  the  Council  of  State.  Mr.  Madison  had  rapldlj 
ascended  on  the  political  horizon  of  his  eoantry,  and  the 
early  effulgence  of  his  virtues  and  talents,  promised  to  her 
eonstellatidh  of  sages,  another  luminary  of  transcendent 
brightness. 

vast  tracts  of  unappropriated  lands  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters of  the  State,  opened,  in  the  present  posture  of  aflUrs, 
an  incalculable  resource.  A  scheme  was  accordingly  form- 
ed to  dispose  of  those  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  ereating  a 
sinking  fund,  in  aid  of  the  taxes,  for  discharging  the  paUie 
^ebt.  All  entries  for  such  lands  were  now  suspended  by 
Legislative  authority.  A  loan  office  was  designed,  in  whiek 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands  should  be  sold,  on  moderate 
terms,  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  No  fiimily  was  allowed 
to  purchase  more  than  four  hundred  acres.  As  to  the 
claims  of  certain  individuals  to  unpatented  lands  in  the 
Western  section  of  Virginia,  they  were  Subjected  to  ftitnre 
discu8^ion  and  adjustment.  The  resolutions  relative  to 
these  different  points,*  closed  the  labours  of  this  Session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  34th  of  January,  1778. 
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Canionmtni  at  Valley-Forge — Sufferings  of  the  troops 
there — Causes  of  those  sufferings — Happily  removed--^ 
JPlan  for  supplanting  Wasldngton — Defeatedr^VstfiU- 
Tiess  of  Baron  ,  Steuben — Jlttack  on  Captain  fl.  Ijee — 
His  escape--^nd  promotion — kelson  taises  a  volunteer 
corps  of  cavalry  in  Virginia — Other  military  events — 
Unsuccessful  attempt  for  a  general  exchange  of  prison- 
era — Alarm  in  England — Ministerial  efforts — Concilia^ 
tory  plan — Its  causes — Trench  rescript — How  received— 
Mppointnunts  of  Commissioners  to  %dtmerica — Earl  of 
Chatham  opposes  American  Independence — Bies — Rough 
draughts  of  the  conciliatory  Utls  reach  America — Are 
published — Their  contents — Proceedings  of  Congress  up- 
on them — Pardon  offered  by  Congress  to  LoyaUsts-^ 
JPrench  treaties  arrrce^-'Magnanimily  of  Louis  XVI —  / 

Conriliatory  bills  arrive  in  due  form — Arrival  of  the 
Commissioners  themselves — They  address  Congress — 
Second  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  CongresS'-^ot 
answered — The  Commissioners  address  each  Slate — 
Tlireaten  exterminaiionr^Declaration  of  Congress  there- 
npon — Virginia  refuses  to  receive  the  manifesto  of  the 
Commissioners — The  Commissioners  effect  nothing. 

THE  novel  mode  of  cantonment  adopted  by  Waftbing-    CHAP. 
Ion  did  not  originate  in  ^tern  indifferenee  to  the  sufferings      ^y^ 
-which  it  might  produce^  or  in  the  affectation  of  singulari-  * 

ty;  it  resulted  from  sound  mili(ary  and  patriotic  views, 
which  soon  developed  themselves,  and  gave  to  tbe  pi:esent      ^"^^^ 
winter  unusual  activity.    All  intercourse  with  the  enemy  cantonment 
and  Philadelphia  was,   as  far  as  practicable   occhidcd.  atValiey- 
8ince  the  occupation  of  that  city  by  the  British,  Washing-  ^'°^&^- 
ton  had  endeavoured  to  cut  off  those  supplies  with  which 
cupidity  or  disaffection  was  ever  ready  to  assist  them.    In 
efifecting  this,  the  enterprizing  Potter,  heading  a  large 
body  of  militia,  and  Captain  Henry  Lee  of  the  Virginia 
cavalry,  had  rendered  essential  service.    Tlie  terrors  of 
martial  law  would  have  remained  unavailing,  if  not  thus 
supported.    Young,  ardent,  indefatigable,  Lee  peculiarly 
distinguished  himself  in  this  bold,  excursive  partizan  war- 
fare.   To  him,  and  to  the  hardy  Morgan,  the  Western 
mai^n  of  the  Schuylkill  was  now  entrusted  ;  of  the  East- 
em  bank,  Major  Jameson,  with  two  troopy  of  horse,  as- 
sumed the  proteetion.    Smallwood  was  stationed  at  Wil-  - 
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CHAP,    mington  to  gnard  that  part  of  the  Delaware^  and  Avm^ 
XI L      strong  took  part  at  White   Mareh,    for  a  eorrespondettt 
purpose.    Tike  valorous  Pulaski,  who,  by  coiitriboliD|^  Iq 
,^^*"^^^^*'*  the  establishment  of  liberty  in  America,  sought  solace  fur 
i778      ^^^  '^^  independence  of  hit  own  eouQtryr  repaired  to  Trea* 
ton,  there  to  augment  and  instruct,  during  the  winter- 
months,  the  cs^valry,  to  the  command  of  which  he  had  been 
,  appointed. 
SufTtringB      "^^^  hardships  which  Washington  had  anticipated,  and 
ofthetroopg  announced  to  his  troops,  were  soon  felt  in  a  degree  which 
*w-         transcends  description,  whilst  the  fortitude  with  which  they 
were  endured  excite^  admiration,  respect,  gratitude.    The 
retrospect  of  such  sufferings  and  of  such*  equanimity,  most 
enhance  for  ever  the  value  of  tliose  inestimable  blessings 
which  they  contributed  to  purchase,  and  which  numberless 

Sencrations  may  successively  enjoy,  if  they  have  but  wis* 
om  and  virtue  enough  to  preserve  them.  If  ever  larking 
prir*ciples  of  corruption  and  degeneracy  sliould  enfeeble, 
in  the  breasts  of  Americans,  that  strong  attachment  which 
they  now  manifest  for  liberty,  and  endanger  the  free  in- 
stitutions of  the  country^  we  call  upon  them  to  look  backf 
not  so  much  to  that  holy  enthusiasm  which  armed,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  contest,  every  class  of  citizens  against  the 
inroads  of  tyranny,  not  so  much  to  their  heroic  courage 
in  the  hour  of  battle,  as  to  the  noble,  manly,  incrediUe 
perseverance  which  they  displayed  under  the  complicated 
distresses  of  nakedness,  hunger,  and  disease !  To  throw  a* 
way  a  prize  obtained  by  such  men,  and  at  such  expenee^ 
would  be  worse  than  infamy  !  But  the  foul  deed  is  impossi- 
ble. 

Those  distresses  arose  not  merely  from  the  inclemene^ 
of  tlie  season*    They  chiefly  originated  in  want  of  clothes 
and  provisions,  and  in  the  defects  of  the   mcdicai  depart^ 
ment. 
In  great  revolutions,  individuals,  and  even  bodies  of  men 
Cmisesof  are  often  betrayed  by  excessive  zeal  into  fatal  errors. 
those  suffer-  From*  pure,  but  mistaken  views,  the  General  Congress, 
^^  blending  executive  Tunctions  with  Legislative  powers,  had 

framed  a  system  of  administration,  the  machinery  of  which 
was  so  extensive  and  so  complex,  as  to  relax  its  ^rings,  and 
embarrass  and  slacken  its  movements.  The  duties  common- 
ly included  in  the  office  of  Commissary  General,  and  delega- 
,  ted  to  subordinate  agents  aocouhtable  to  the  head  of  that  de- 
prtment.  had  injudiciously  been  divided  into  several  district  . 
provinces,  entrusted  to  the  management  of  persons  appoint- 
ed by^  Congress,  iuflependeht  on  each  other,  but  acting  under 
the  i  mmediate  contronl  of  that  supreme  Body.  The  conse- 
quences of  this  ii\jurions  plan  were  soon  felt  by  the  army. 
Redress  being  thus  placed  at  too  great  a^distanee  from  the 
sufferers,  and  its  means  retarded,  instead  of  aeeelerated, 
.  neglect  and  abuses  became  almost  intolerable.    To  this 
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wenaMedtheineiKMasof  deprediatioBt  and  of  tti«  almont  CHAP« 
total  nonihilalioo  of  foreign  comnieree*  ^  Tbe  immen&ede-      XIL 
ficienej  in  the  supljlies  required,  could  not  be  fiUed  op  by  , 

tb6  prizes  of  American  privateers,  numerous  as  they  weroy  'b****^ 
by  the  occasional  adventures  from  France,   and   other      ^^7$ 
friendly  European  coiintries^  or  by  the  seizures  of  goods 
authorized  bv  law,  in  the  different  States  ;  and   not  unfre- 

Iuently,  while  the  army  thus  laboured  under  accumulated 
istresses,  lai*ge  quantities  of  clothes  and  provisions  lay  up<*  ^ 
on  the  road  and  in  the  woods,  where  they  perished  for  want 
of  prompt  and  adequate  transportation.  In  February 
1778,  no  fewer  than  3989  men  were  retumcd^incapable 
tor  action  from  almost  absolute  nakedness  !  The  hosjd- 
tals  wore  an  aspect  scarcely  less  deplorable.  They  were 
little  better  than  receptacles  of  protracted  anguish,  almost 
generally  terminating  in  death*  The  sick  were  left,  in 
jnont  c/ases,  without  those  attentions  which  their  situation 
claimed — without  proper  remedies— without  even  tliat  ^ 
cheap  and  light  food  which  their  morbid  appetites  craved 
—whilst,  O  shame  indelible  !  Some  of  the  persons  con- 
ccpned  in  the  direction  of  the  hospitals,  appropriated  to 
their  own  use,  or  dishonestly  sold,  the  wine,  sugar  and  other 
articles  destined  for  the  poor,  debilitated,  suffering  sol* 
dier. 

Washington  saw  these  abuses,  and  indignantly  frowned  ^^^^ 
upon  them.  The  Congress  listened  to  the  impressive  ap-  movedT  ^^ 
peal,  which  he  made  to  their  feelings,  to  their  wisdom,  to 
their  justice,  in  behalf  of  his  beloved  troops.  The  evil 
was  probed  to  the  quick,  and  the  remedy  promptly  and  ef- 
ficiently applied ;  but  had  the  hold  of  Washington  on  the 
affection  of  his  men  been  less  potent,  bad  he  not  exercised 
fbr  the  salvation  of  his  country,  that  ascendency  which  his 
Tirtues,  his  zeal,  and  his  abilities  gave  him,  or  had  he 
been  less  energetic  in  calling  upon  Congress  to  extirpate 
the,  canker  which  thus  preyed  on  the  yitals  of  the  army,  it 
is  impossible  to  determine  how  fattd  the  result  mi^ht  have 
been.  Equally  fortunate,  perhaps,  for  the  liberties  of  A- 
merica  was  the  unaccountable  supineness  of  Sir  William^ 
^ho,  aiqiarently  immerged  in  the  luxuries  of  another  Ca- 

SUf  made  no  effort  to  improve  to  his  own  advantage  the 
tresses  of  his  opponent !  Hostile  enterprize  was  parti-' 
cularly  apprehended,  whilst  the  different  divisions  c^  the 
army  were  subjected  to  inoculation. 

1  he  attachment  of  the  troops  to  Washington,  their  es-  punforsup- 
teem  fbr  his  transcendent  worth,  which  had  so  happily  con-  planting 
tributed  to  silence  every  murmur  in  the  midst  of  multi- Wwhiiii^ton 
plied   suflferings,  now  devolved  a  powerful  combination, 
timing  at  no  less  than  his  removal  from  the  supreme  com- 
mand of  the  army.  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  wafm- 
h  resented  his  having  refVised  to  adopt  offensive  measures 
m.tbc  veeovery  of  tli^ir  Metropolb.    Several  members  of 
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CHAP*    Ckmgres  disapproved  his  avowed  preference  of  fair  piii^- 
XII.      ehase  to  military  connpulsion,  even  for  the  niost  iniperioaa 
exigeneies.    His  prudence  and  hfs  lenity  were  alike  mis- 
^  represented.    A  party  was  formed  to  hurl  him   from  the 
A»fm.f.      summit  of  military  power,  and  to  give  to  General  Grates 
^         the  chief  command  of  the  American  armies.     Seareely  anj 
Consressionitl  Delegates,  South  of  the  Hudson,  shared  in 
the  design..    How  far  Gates  himself  was  concerned  in   it, 
^        cannot  be  sfitisfactorily  ascertained.     His  dilatory  order 
for  the  reinforcements  urged  by  Washington — his  afibeted, 
we  had  almost  said,  contemptuous  silence,  after  the  catas- 
trophe at  Saratoga,  and,   above  all,  his  correspondence 
with  the  faetionist  Conway,  betrayed  an  ambitious  hope, 
if  not  an  ungenerous  intention*     On  this  occasion,  the  con- 
duct of  Washington  was  calm,  deliberate,  dignified.    It 
was  not  for  himself,  but  for  his  country,  that  he   had  as- 
sumed, and  wished  to  retain,  the  direction  of  the  American 
forces.    His  patriotism,  his  virtue,  had  often  been  tried  ; 
and  his  abilities  were  not  inferior  to  those  of  his  hitherto^ 
more  successful  rival.    In  him,  too,  the  troops  viewed  not 
only  the  skilful  and  gallant  leader,   but  the  native  of  that 
beloved  country  in  whose  defence  they  were  now  armedj^ 
the  faithful  and  inflexible  supporter  of  American  rights, 
the  friend,  the  parent  of  the  army,  ever  attentive  to  their 
health  and  comfort,  ever  sparing  of  their  blood,  ever  ready 
to  participate  in  their  hardships  and  dangers.    Faction  was 
awed  ;  no  change  took  place ;  and  Washington's  useful- 
ness and  popularity  continued  to  increase.'*^    Gates  was . 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  new  board  of  war,  a  post  of  trust 
and  dignity  scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief.    His  services  in  that  station  have  been  justly  ap- 
plauded. 

The  arrival  of  Baron  Steuben,  a  Prussian  officer,  who 
liad  served  with  distinction  in  the  armies  of  the  renowned 
Frederick,  was  another  auspicious  circumstance.    Deeply 
skilled  in  those  manceuvres  introduced  by  that  warlike  mo- 
narch, and  the  principal  cause  of  the  8U|)eriority  which  his 
troops  so  wonderfully  displayed  in  battle,  the  Baron,  with 
tTsefulnesof  iim^mitting  zcal,  trained  the  American  army  t6  quickness. 
Baron  Steu-  precision,  and  regularity  of  tactics ;  and  so   strongly  and 
*>«>•  io  universally  felt  were  his  substantial  services,  that  his  jd- 

most  immediate  promotion  to  a  high   rank,f  excited  no 
j^lousy,  even  among  the  most  punctilious. 

•  Botta  erroneously  assigns,  amon§^  the  causes  which  preserved  the 
fhief  command  of  the  army  in  the  hands  of^ashington,  a  fear  of  indispos- 
ing France,  by  the  appointment  of  Gates,  a  native  of  E^i^iand.— -We  have 
pXHi  authority  to  assert  that  the  idea  never  entered  the  head  of  any  mem- 
ber of  Congres*.  The  pUn  of  displacing  Washing^n  chiefly  originated 
in  loeal  and  individual  jealousies,  and  waa  indignantly  scouted 

t  Steuben  was  a^inted  Inspector  General  of  the  army,  with  the  rank 
of  Major' (zenend,  in  the  room  of  the  intriguing  and*  querulous  Conway, 
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Thus  was  the  winter  usefliUy  employed  in  regenerating    CHAP. 
ihe  tfriny.    In  the  spring  itissued  from  Valley  Forge  with      XII. 
Innovated  mcf^al  and  physical  energies— every  depart mimt  ^^^^^^^^^^ 
of  it  improved — meritonous  officers  retained  in  Uie  scr-  ^=== 
Yiee  by  eommensurate  pay — the  unwoi^thy  no  longer  suffer-      ^^^^g 
-eA  to  (Hsgrace  professional  rank-^^upplies  seldom  failing — 
the  rccruitSy  in  proportion  as  they  arrived  from  the  differ- 
ent states,  incorporated  and  assimilated  with  promptitude 
and  success — ^in  short,  order,  regi](Jarity,  discipline  and 
Btren^h  were  zealously  infused  into  that  immense  body, 
on  whose  exertions  America  depended  for  relief  and  safetv. 
In  this  narrative,  of  which  Virginia  is  the  particular  sub- 
ject^  we  natorally  dwell  with  oomp^eney  on  whatever  is 
eonneeted  with  the  bravery  and  enterprize  of  her  sons* — 
The  vigilance  and  exertions  of  Capt.  Henry  Lee  and  his  ^CmbSS. 
hold  oomrades,  had  proved  too  fatal  to  the  enemy  not  to 
stimulate  ideas  of  revenge.    A  plan  to  surprise  both  him  Attack  on 
and  his  troops,  in  their  quarters,  i^as  accordingly  arranged*  ^^-  ^ 
By  a  circuitous  nocturnal  march,  a  numerous  corps  of    ^  ' 
hostile  cavalry  reached,  about  break  of  day,  the  station 
oeeupied  by  Lee — seized,  without  communicating  thfe  a- 
larm,  on  four  of  his  patroles— ^-wounded  and  secured  his 
Quarter  Master  Serjeant,  whom  they  met  near  the  house, 
which  they  notir  surrounded  and  attacked^^only  ten  men, 
including  Lee  and  Major  Jameson,  who  accidentally  hap«* 
pened  to  be  present,  were  in  the  assailed  edificC'^a  num- 
ber scarcely  sufficient  to  furnish  a  man  to  eaeh  window*- 
with  so  much  gallantry  and  skill,  however,  did  this  small 
band  within,  repel  the  assault,  that  the  enemy  retired  with 
loss  and  disgrace.    They  had  a  Beijeant  and  three  men, 
with  several  horses  killed  ;  and  an  officer  and*three  men     ' 
wounded.    Lee,  besides  the  capture  of  his  four  patroles  His  escape 
and  Quarter-Master  Serjeant,  Qkd  one  man  killed  ;    the 
brave  Lieutenant  Lindsay  and  one  private,  were  wounded. 
'Washington,  whose  delight  it  uniformly  was  to  weave  the 
laurel  wreath  round  the  brow  of  merit,  bestowed,  in  the  fj^/"^'"®' 
most  flattering  terms,  his  thanks  and  applause  on  Captain 
Lee  and  his  gallant  comrades.    To  reward  his  zealous  ser- 
vices during  th^  whole  of  the  campaign,  as  well  as  his 
•feourage  on  this  occasion.  Congress  promoted  Lee  to  the 
rank  of  Major,  giving  him  at  the  same  time,  the  command 
of  an  independent  partizan  corps,  to  consist  of  three  troo))s 
of  cavalry. 

The  importance  of  this  species  offeree  had  induced  Con-  ^^l^'^^iJ^'^' 
'    gress  to  recommend  to  the  American  States  raising  volun- teercoit«^of 
teer  corps  of  light  cavah*y,  to  act  with  the  grand  army,' 


whose  ^ults,  however,  were  expiated  by  a  noble  instance  of  eandour,  be- 
fore he  quitted  AmtrieA*    See  ^iarshall,  Ubi  Svpba. 
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Other  mili- 
tary  events. 


during  the  next  oampaign.    The  appeal  was  not  lost  on  ili6 
gallant  Nelson^  whom  we  have  seen  heading  the  forees  off 
the  Commonwealth  of  Vi^inia«  the  preeeding  sunoimer^ 
when  the  appearance  of  the  BriiUh  fleet  in  the  Chessapeake 
created  fears  of  an  invasion.    He  immediately  en\gsi^ged  in 
forming  a  regiment  ofhorsef  composed  of  such  lovers  of 
their  country  and  its  eause  as  should  yoluntarily  enliat  in 
its  serviffc.  <*  I  address  myself^*  he  said,  to  the  true  sons 
<<  of  liberty.    Of  sucb»  and  such  only,  Uiis  corps  must  be 
*^  composed.  There  are  many   Gendemen  in  this  State 
<^  whose  fortunes  will  enable  them  to  equip  themselves. 
**  They  should  step  forth,  and  sc^l  the  example.  I  wish  not^ 
<<  however,  to  confin^  volunteers  to  this  class.    We  have 
^<  among  us  noble  spirited  young  men,  whose   patriotfe 
<<  zeal  would  prompt  them  to  join  us,  did  not  their  inabili- 
<<  ty  iu  point  of  fortuue  prevent  them.    Pity  tliat  they 
<<  should  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
«  themselves'!    To  enable  suoh»  therefore,  to  enter  ioto 
•<  this  service,  I  propose  that  such  should  be  furnished 
**  with  a  horse  and  accoutrements  by  subscription  in  their 
^  respective  counties  ;  and  surely  those  who  remain  at 
^  home,  enjoying  all  the  blessings  of  domestic  life,  will  not 
'^  hesitate  to  contribute  liberally  for  such  a  purpose* — On 
^^  the  2Mh  day  of  May,  I  expect  to  meet  at  Fredericks** 
^  burg  such  of  you  as  wish  to  distinguish  yburselves  in 

**  this  contest." Nelson  was  universally  esteemed  and 

beloved  :  iiis  voice,  his  example  re-animated  that  glorious 
spirit,  which,  after  the  strugi^le  of  J  7"  5  and  1776,  seemed 
to  have  lapsed  into  a  momentary  slumber.  Several^  young 
men  of  fortune  joined  lus  banners.  The  Gazettes  of  that 
dayf  mention^  with  just  praise,  the  GeneraKs  two  bi*9ther89 
Hugh  and  Robert  Nelson,  and  Lewis  Burwell  of  Gloucester, 
who,  after  set  ting  on  foc^in  his  county,  a  subscription,  to 
which  hehiroself  largely  contributed,  to  equip  young  men 
for  that  service,  turned  out  likewise  as  a  volunteer.  Pub- 
lic liberality  aided  individual  efforts:  the  contemplated 
corps  was  soon  formed  and  equipped — It  was  on  its  march 
to  join  the  grand  army,  when  the  removal  of  the  enemy 
from  the  Slate  oV  Pennsylvania  rendered  its  immediate  em- 
ployment unnecessary.  Congress,  however,  did  not  see 
without  pleasur^e  and  gratitude  this  new  manifestation  of 
patriotic  fervor  from  Yii^ioia.  kelson  and  his  generous 
comrades  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  supreme 
National  Council.  But  let  us  not  break  the  chain  of  e- 
vents. 

A  second  expedition  planned  against  Canada,  and  to  be 
conducted  by  the  adventurous  and  gallant  La  Fayette,  was 


•  See  Dixcm  and  Hunter's  Virginia  Gazette— April  17, 1778. 
t  Purdie*«  Vir^uia  Gazette— May  1,1778. 
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neeesfarilj,  though  relattantly  abandoned^  the  sitoatton    CHAP. 
of  the  country^  and  the  obieets  of  the  next  eani{Md;(n^  re-      XII. 
quired  a  coneentration  of  resonrcest  incompatible  with 
schemes  of  conquest.  eesamm^ 

The  vigilance  exercised  by  General  Washington  to  re-      -y^^ 
ftrain  th^  enemy  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  protect  the 
eircurajacent  country,  gave  a  keener  edge  to  hostile  stra- 
tagem and  enterprize.    The  British  made  successful  in- 
eursions  into  Jersey ;  Mawhood  and  Simcoe  left,  in  that 
devoted  State,  traces  of  devastation  and  barbarity  still  re- 
membered with  abhorrence — ^in  this  petty  war,  La  Fayette 
narrowly  escaped  surprize  and  uf  ter  defeat.    To  cover  the 
country  North  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  intercept  ravaging 
parties  of  the  enemy,  he  had  been  detached  ovei'  that  ri- 
ver, with  about  two  thousand  choice  troops,  and  taken  post 
ten  miles  in  front  of  the  army  at  Valley  Forge.    His  ex- 
posed situation  did  not  escape  the  foe,  and  a  plan  to  cut 
nim  oflT  was  immediately  formed.   Through  the  negligence 
of  some  militia,  whom  La  Fayetle  had  directed  to  guard 
his  left  flank,  but  who  did  not  comply  with  the  order. 
General  Grant  at  the  head  of  five  thousand  men,  advancedy 
in  the  night  along  the  Delaware,  and,  inclining  to  the  lefty 
stationed  part  of  his  corps  in  the  rear  of  the  Marquis,  be- 
tween bim  and  %  alley-Forge.  At  the  same  time,  a  strong 
detaehment,  under  his  guidance,  took  post  at  a  fbrd,  two 
or  three  miles  in  front  of  La  Fayette's  right  flank,  on  the 
Sooth  side  of  the  Schuylkill.    The  dawn  of  the  following 
day  disclosed  to  the  youthful  leader  the  extent  of  his  dan- 
ger— ^which  was  at  the  same  time,  announced  to  him  by  a- 
larm  guns  from  Yalley-Forge.    "With  a  promptitude  and 
decision,  inspired  by  that  masterly  coup  d'oeit  which  dis- 
tinguishes military  genius.  La  Fayette  instantly  marched 
his  troops  to  Matsoo^s  Ford,  nearer  to  the  British  Gene- 
ral than  to  himself,  and  without  being  intercepted  re- 
erossed  the  Schuylkill,  and  took  possession  of  the  high 
grounds  on  the  other  side,  saving  bis  artillery,  and  losing 
only  nine  men  in  this  retreat,  on  which  General  Washing- 
ton and  Grant  himself,  bestowed  a  well  deserved  compli- 
ment. 

In  a  war  like  the  present,  possessing  so  strong  a  tenden- 
cy to  infuriate  the  rancorous  and  vindictive  passions  of  the 
human  heart,  that  generosity  which,  among  civilized  na- 
tions, meliorates  the  condition  of  prisoners  seemed  to  have 
been  forgotten  by  Great-Britain.  She  persisted  in  treating 
the  Americans,  not  as  enenies,  but  as  rebels.  Her  Ge- 
nerals and  Admirals  murdered  them  in  cold  blood^  in  their 
prisons  and  prison-ships,  by  suffbeationt  filth,  hungef,  and  '  * 
nakedness,  refusing  to  them  the  food  and  rayment  pro- 
dded by  public  authority,  or  private  afiection  and  sympa- 
tby^with  gold  and  nourishment  tempting  those  virtuous 
titizensy  in  the  agonies  of  misery  and  despair,  to  dip  their 
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bands  in  the  blood  of  their  eoantrymen — andr  k  ww  nMl^ 
dooming  them^  in  Africa  and  India^  to  the  horrors  of  ski- 
verj.  The  representations  of  the  American  Commissioners 
in  France,  on  this  affecting  subject,  at  first  to  Lord  Stoir- 
mont,  and  afterwards  to  the  Ministers,  had  met  with  un* 
feeling  repulse,  and  popular  sensibility  alone  had  reHer- 
ed  ttie  sufferings  of  American  prisoners  in  England.  lo 
New-Tork,  their  distresses  had  been  aggravated  by  the 
grossest  insults,  as  already  stated  in  the  course  of  our  nar- 
rative* General  Lee  himself  had  been  treated  as  a  State 
criminal  of  the  first  magnitude,  until  retaliation  and  the 
capture  of  Burgoyne,  induced,  in  his  favour,  a  relaxation 
from  systematic  and  unjustifiable  rigour ;  on  the  other  handf 
Congress  *'  desirous,  since  they  could  not  prevent,  at  least 
to  alleviate  the  calamities  of  war,  had  (to  use  their  own 
words)  studied  to  spare  those  who  were  in  arms  against 
them,  and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  captivity/' 

General  Washington,  who  deeply  ^mpatlii:ted  with  the 
distresses  of  his  soldiers,  especially,  in  situations  so  peeu- 
liarly  affecting,  endeavoured,  at  this  time,  to  establish 
with  Sir  William  a  general  cartel  for  a  fair  and  satisfactory 
iexchange  of  prisoners.  His  humane  and  liberal  views  did 
not  meet  with  correspondent  ideas  and  feelings.  Mutual 
recriminalion,  and  a  frigid,  ignoble  policy  defeated  the 
benevolent  scheme.  Only  a  partial  exchange  could  be  a« 
greed  upon.  It  restored  to  America  many  veduable  officers 
ami  soldiers,    Major-General  Lee  shared  in  its  benefits. 

Ttu;  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  the  slow,  unpl*ofitable  con- 
c^ue^u  iif  General  Howe,  and  his  ultimate  abandoument  of 
the  i\Ai\  before  an  American  army,  produeed  in  England 
astonishment,  discontent,  humiliation,  and  despondency. 
The  Ministers  had  poured  on  America  the  plenitude  of 
their  wr^th.  They  bad  armed  against  her  numerous  and 
powL^rfii!  fleets — ransacked  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
for  mvn — hired  petty  (lerman  Princes  to  a  disgraceful  traf- 
fic of  their  sul^jects,  in  favour  of  the  royal  cause— nay,  as- 
sociated to  that  cause  savage  allies — ^they  had  left  Great- 
Britain  in  such  a  defenceless  state,  that  she  might  well 
-*  tremble  for  h^r  safety — they  had  almost  ruined  her  trade» 
and  expended  millions  of  money — all  this,  and  more,  they 
had  done  to  conquer  America,  and  such  was  the  result  of 
three  campaigns! — their  armies  reduced  to  a  mere  shadow 
of  their  original  strength  and  splendour — one  with  all  its 
baggage,  artillery  and  stores,  compelled  to  surrender  to 
the  victorious  arms  of  Americans,  the  other,  tacitly  to 
confess  its  inferiority,  and  to  retreat  behind  strong  works 
for  shelter.  France,  too,  probably  impelled  to  decisive 
measures  by  events  eo  consonant  to  her  wishes.  These 
considerations  presenfed  to  the  people  gloomy  prospects  of 
danger,  distress,  and  ruin:  to  the  IVIinisters,  tjiey  presaged 
the  t'.himate' prostration  of  their  proud  hopes,  and  favour- 
ite plans. 


vmoiNEL  »» 

Wiih  bitter  cemure  on  the  errors  and  infataatfon  of  CHAP, 
tliese  Ministers,  the  Parliamentary  session  of  1777,  elosed      XII. 
on  the  10th  of  Deeewber,  the  two  Houses  adjourning  to  ^^^^^ 
the  20th  of  the  next  month.    That  oensure  was  from  the  *==» 
opposition.  By  aeorrupt  majority  liberal  pecuniary  supplies      ^^rs 
were  granted  to  the  Crown  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
year. 

Had  no  other  causes  precluded  further  purchases  of  men  MinlstMiftl 
In  Germany,  the  dispute  which,  about  thib  time,  broke  «ffo»^^ 
out  between  the  Emjieror  and  the  King  of  Prussia  for  the 
Bavarian  snecession.  would  alone  have  cut  off  that  dis- 
graceful resou||e.    The  Ministers  and  their  friends  were> 
therefore,  compelled  to  pursue  another  plan.  This  was  to 
to  levy  new  troops  by  a  voluntaiy  supply  from  the  people. 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  led  the  way,  and  immediately 
offered  each  a  regiment  of  1,000  men.     Instead  of  joining 
the  ministerial  phalanx,  London  and  Bristol  vehemently 
rcnaonstrated  against  the  war.    Wales  furnished  some  in- 
dependent companies^  but  from  prejudice  and  interest,  as 
well  as  from  an  inbred  martial  spirit,  Scotland  stood  fore- 
most in  this  liberticide  levy.    Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
raised  regiments  of  1,000  men  each ;  and  the  descendants 
of  ancient  and  renowned  Chieftains  in  tlie  Highlands,  em- 
bodied, at  their  own  expence,  considerable  numbers  of  in- 
digent and  deluded  retainers.*    Large  subscriptions  were 
likewise  opened  and  filled,  in  several  places,  to  mpport  ihe 
authorihi  of  Great-Britain  over  her  rebellioua  Colonies  in 
America, 

The  returning  Session  of  Parliament  disclosed  to^lhe 
nation  and  to  the  world,  the  alarming  »ta(e  of  Brilisil  af-* 
faira  in  America.f 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  3. 

t  The  subjoined  facts  were  stated  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  House  of  Com- 
monsy  and  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  the  House  of  Lords : 

The  British  army  in  North-America  was  in 

1774  6,884  men"^ 

1775  11,219  I   83  men  of  war  and  armed  vessels. 

1776  45,865  f  22,337  their  complement  of  men. 

1777  48,616         J  • 

The  losses,  according  to  the  last  returns  laid  before  the  House  were, 
19,381  by  death,  desertion,  or  otherwue.*!  « 

5,336  prisoners.  s  inland  army.  \ 

4,639  sick.  3 

4,314  lost  of  tlie  navy. 
36,731  remains  of  tlie  army,  in  Philadelphia,  New- York,  Rhode-Islandt, 
and  Canada. 

I*08se3  of  merchants  by  canture  of  their  vessels,      -            -  I-  2,600,000 

Diminuiin  of  African*  trade  annually,        -                     -  1,400.000 

Rxtra  expenccs  for  the  four  List  ycui's,  viz.  war  expcnces,  23,894,782 

Further  expenccs  necessary  to  scitle  all  matters,  even  if  ">  c)  000,000 
peace  siiould  be  immediately  Concluded.                           S 
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CHAP.  'nien  it  was  that  I/ord  Norths  abandoning  the  ori^nal 
XIL      ground  of  dispute,  began  to  speak  of  coneiliation,   and 

__  (Proposed  to  appoint  Commissioners,  to  adjust  all  existing 

^  differenees  with  the  Congi'ess,  as  a  body  lawfully  assem- 

^yyg      blcd^  and  representing  America;  in  short  to  yield  cverf 

thing,  except  Independence.    He  developed  his  views  in  a 

Conciliatory  1®"1?»  ^^^^9  and  eloquent  speech.    By  all  he  was  heard 


pljtfi^ 


Its  cause. 


F^b.  17. 


with  surprize^  by  some  with  mortification,  by  others  with 
resentment.  A  sullen,  gloomy  silence  ensned.  Anxiety, 
fear,  and  discontent  manifested  themselves.  The  national 
strength  and  resources  were  yet  adequate  to  a  continuance 
of  the  struggle  in  America.  Some  awful  bibw  was,  there* 
ibre,  conjectured  in  some  other  qnarter,  and  to  this  blow 
the  dismayed  friends  of  administration  ascribed  the  relin- 
quishment of  measures  hitherto  pursued  with  pertinacity 
and  even  violence. 

Mr.  Fox  explained  the  real  cause  of  the  present  minis* 
terial  despondency.  He  informed  the  House  that  France 
had  entered  into  friendly  arrangements  with  the  Anlericun 
States,  and  his  information  was  not  contradicted. 

In  effect,  the  preliminaries  of  two  trebles,  one  of  friend- 
i|hip  and  commerce,  the  other  of  eventual  defensive  al- 
Uance,  had  been  delivered  by  the  Chevalier  Gerard,  on 
the  16th  of  Deceml^er,  1777,  to  the  American  Commis- 
sioners. Thoy  were  concluded  and  signed  at  Paris  on  the 
6th  of  February,  17.78.    The  watchful  Jealousy  of  Lord 

ormont,  the  British  Ambassador,  soon  put  him  in  pos- 
jon  of  this  last  occurrence ;  and  in  little  more  than  two 
after  it  took  place,  it  reached  the  British  Cabinet. 
i(*  intelligence  was  alarming.    It  rallied  roood  the 

ngli^U  premier,  in  what  was  now  deemed  a  prudent  re-^ 
Uoth  the  friends  and  the  opponents  of  the  adminis- 
jon.  The  conciliatory  propositions  of  Lord  North 
were  hurried  through  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  lie- 
fore  they  eould  be  formally  sanctioned,  they  were  for- 
warded to  America,  in  hopes  of  their  preceding  the  intel- 
ligence of  what  had  been  done  in  France,  ond  of  thus  pre- 
venting the  ralificatioA  by  Congress  of  the  treaties  alluded 
to.  liiusory  hopes  !  The  hour  of  practicability  and  good 
humour  had  elapsed.  Now  it  was  that  the  {n^ophetic  ad- 
monitions of  the  eloqhent  Burke  applied  with  peculiar 
force/  <<  Conciliation  failing,  had  said  that  penetrating 
**  Statesmen,  in  1775,  force  remains ;  but  force  failing 
**  there  is  ho  farther  hof^  of  conciliation.  Power  and 
**  authority  may,  indeed*  be  bought  by  kindness,  but  they 
«  cannot  be  begged  fis  almsj^  by  an  impoverished  and  de- 
<<  fpated  violence.'* 

It  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
French  Monarch,  to  draw  a  veil  of  secrecy  over  the  ar- 
ran)2:ement8  fntei*edi  into  with  the  United  States;  nor  was 
it  bis  ictenlion  to  conceal  transatrtipns,  founded  in  justiee 
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to  hinudf,  and  magnaBimiiy  towards  the  new  ScpuUie.    CHAP. 
Aoeoi^dingly,  he  notified  to  the  Onbinet  of  St.  James,  tlin^      XIL 
the  Af arquU  De  Noailies,  his  Ambassador  at  London^  the      ■ 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  already  mentioned,  together      4  770 
witii  the  eventual  measures  taken  to  enforce  it,  and  gare 
to  the  American  iCommissioners  a  public  and  splendid  an*   ^larch  13» 
cBenee.  «d  21. 

Feii«e  with  France  might  still  have  been  preserved*  In*- 
deed,  the  rescript  delirered  to  the  British  Court  by  the 
diplomatic  representaUTC  of  Louis,  though  it  announced  a 
determination  on  his  part  to  protect  the  rights  of  his  sub- 
jects and  the  dignity  of  his  flag,  breathed  a  pacific  tenqi^. 
The  pride  of  the  EngKsh  Monarch  chose  to  consider  the  u<fwr^ 
whole  as  an  unprovoked  insult  on  tl^honor  of  his  Crown^  ctlvai 
«8  an  ungenerous  aggression  on  th^ssential  interests  of 
Us  JSmpire.  No  declaration  of  war  was  imoiediatf^ly 
naade — but  diplomatic  intercourse  ceased— ^nd  both  na<  , 

tions  prepared  for  hostilities  with  equal  activity. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  coQciliatory  bills  having  [lassod  Appoint* 
through  tlie  requisite  forms,  were  dispatched  to  AiiioricH,  jt^emoF  . 
with  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  WiUiam  Eden,   and  Gcurge  ^^^f^ 
Johnstottie,  as  Cominissioners,  to  act  with  the  Atlmii  aJj  iuQ^jb%, 
and  the  Commander  in  Cliieft  or,  in  case  of  the  alisctiite 
ofthe  latter,  with  Sir  HenryClinton.  Johustonewas  ktiown 
as  an  opponent  of  the  measures  agaiost  America ;  the  o- 
ther  Commissioners  were  zealous,  and  even  violent  IMtnifg- 
teriaUsts.     They  sailed  for  JMew-York,    on  the  2Zd  af 
April.  • 

.   An  efibrt  was  made  by  some  Members  of  the  oi>pO!$irioii     ^p^^  7; 
to  enlarge  the  ground,  and  secure  the  success  of  tJit^  n^ go* 
elation,  by  relinquishing  the  desperate  grasp  of  OithI- 
Britain  at  sovereignty,  and  acknowledging  the  Iiuif^^ten- 
dence  of  the  American  States.     In  this  effort,  the  Edvl  of  Barlof  mi^. 
Chatham  did  not  unite  with  his  friends.    British  supn  lou-  ^^^g^?'^ 
ey  was  his  idol  5  -and  he  could  not  be  reconciled  to  a  ^iva-  ticXk^ 
ntion  of  interest  which  he  emphatically  styled  *^  the  set-  pcnaenc?. 
ting  of  the  British  sun.'^    He  seems  to  have  thought  that 
the  terms  now  offered  were  sufficient  to  restore  the  primi** 
live  union  and  friendship.    The  motives  of  Congress  for 
ttisuming  Is  dependence,  he  considered  as  wholly  pruden- 
tial— ^to  obtain  assistance  abroad— -and  to  prevent  at  home 
the  dangers  of  ha|f-doubting  measures — anarchy— or  mili-  ; 
tary  Cromwells.    If  the  American-  leaders  should  once  feel 
the  ground  Sure  and  solid  underneath  their  feet,  they 
^ould,  in  his  opinion,  be  induced  to  break  the  talisman — 
dissolve  the  charm — and  burst  the  bladder  that  floated 
them  through  wide  seas,  in  spite  of  Ministerial  blastsi  and 
violence.    And  should  America  pertinaciously  cling  to  her 
declared  Independence,  Grcat-Biitain,  he  said,  still  pos- 
i^Bsed  the  means  of  supporting  and  enforcing  lier  rights—- ' 
^Qd  aone  but  cowards  and  traitors  woul'l  refuse  to  act  la 
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CHAP,   craieh  acaus^/'    Id  a  feeble^  exhausted  state  of  health,  be 
XII.      bad  eome  to  the  Hoose  of  Lords,  thus  to  advoeafe  tlie 
eoBstitutional  dependence  of  America — a  dependence  which 
*'■  infatuated  Ministers  had  first  taught  her  to  spurn,  and  to 

J  y^g  'which  not  even  the  genius  of  the  mighty  Chatham  eould 
DOW  reclaim  her.  A  fainting  fit  was  the  consequence  of 
his  warmth  on  this  occasion — it  was  also  the  prelude  of  bis 
death.  He  expired  shortly  after,  lamented  and  regretted 
by  all  parties*  ^  The  tears  of  America  herself  honoured  his 
memory.  Resentment  of  his  ultimate  views  was  absorbed 
in  warm  and  deeply  rooted  afTcction  for  the  ardent  sup- 
porter of  natural  and  chartered  rights — ^in  admiration  foir 
the  sublimity  of  his  towerine  abilities — and  for  those  vir- 
toes  and  services  vfk0h.  had  forgotten  to  reward  them- 
selves. 
Many  other  Members  of  the  opposition  agreed  with  the 
•  Earl  in  his  repugnance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  Amc^ri- 

can  In<tependence»  and  in  his  resolution  to  meet  the  dan- 
^rs  of  protracted  and  extended  war  The  proposition  of 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  recall  the  British  forces  from 
America,  to  recognize  her  sovereignty,  and  to  negotiate 
an  advantageous  commercial  treaty  was,  therefore,  reject- 
ed by  a  considerable  majority. .  It  was  determined  to  con- 
tinue a  wasting,  hopeless  strug{^e,  if  the  terms  conveyed 
bv  the  Commissioners  should  foil  of  their  contemplated  ef- 
fect. 

As  this  attempt  at  conciliation,  fruitless  as  it  was.  consti- 
tutes a  remarkable  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  revolutioa, 
we  shall  here  throw -into  one  point  of  view  the  subsequent 
circumstances  connected  with  it,  dwelling  upon  each  par- 
ticular, in  proportion  to  its  relative  importance. 
Jwigh  7  he  iH>ugh  drauglits  of  the  conciliatory  bills  reached 

^^dlSL  -^"!®"''«a  «*"^y  in  April.  The  efiervescence  of  opinion 
tory  buis  which  an  offer  of  peace  upon  the  terms  originally  required 
reach  by  America,  was  calculated  to  produce  atnong  tihe  people, 

Amcnca.  seems  to  have  alarmed  the  steady  iWends  of  Independence. 
It  was  apprehended  lest  the  existing  popular  distresses, 
and  the  prospect  of  ^continued  hardships,  should  Congress 
reject  the  proffered  conditions,  might  swell  the  torrent  of 
disaffection,  so  as  finally  to  overwhelm  Ihe  views  and  the 
hopes  ^f  the  firmest  patriots.  Under  apprehensions  of 
this  kind.  General  Washington,  upon  receiving  the  yet 
vsigue  and  doubtful  intelligence  of  a  new  conciliatory  plan, 
suggested  to  Congress  the  policy  of  preventing  tliis  Minis- 
terial poison  from  being  circulated  through  the  veins  of  a 
bofly  politic,  which,  |>erhap6,  had  not  yet  attained'sufliei- 
cnt  vigour  and  maturity  to  bafile  its  malignant  infloenoe. 
Arc  pub-  8oon,  however,  a  circMimstanee  occun*ed  which  iminced 

it-hcd.  Cowgi^css  to  pi-cfcr  a  full  and  correct  publication  of  these 

draughts,  to  the  partial  and  secret  manner  in  which  tliey 
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Major  Geiieral  Tryoii,  the  last  B6yal  Goyernor  of  Mew-   a^.^.*!* 
T^'rfc^  enclosed  to  General  Washitt^on,  a  e<^  of  the  bills,  *■««■• 
nith  a  certificate  of  the  tegttimacy  of  th^r  orijB^io,  and  a      ^7^^ 
request  that  thej  ihould  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  be 
eommonieated  to  the  army. 

Washingtoh  immediately  traninnitted  to  Congresa  this  ^V^^ 
oxtraordinary  certificate^  and  to  ose  his  owp  words,  (he 
still  more  extraordinai7  luid  impertinent  request  of  6b« 
vertior  Tryon.    . 

j^y  the  first  of  the  enclosed  draoriits,  it  was  declared  ,^^ 
that  <'  the  King  and  Rirliament  of  Great  Britain,  would  ^^^  ^' 
not  impose  any  duty,  tax,  or  atoessment,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  revenue  ^ritbin  any  of  the  Colonies*  ProTineee 
or  plantations,  except  only  such  duties  as  it  might  he  expe-  ^ 

dient  to  impose  for  tbe  regulations  of  eommeree  ;  the  net 
produce  of  such  duties  to  be  always  paid  and  applied  to^ 
and  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  Province,  or  plantatioi|s,  }n 
which  the  same  should  be  respeetively  levied,  in  the  same 
uanacf  as  other  duties  eoUeeted  under  the  authority  of  the 
General  Assemblies.''  The  second  authorized  the  King 
«<  to  appoint  Commissionors  with  full  powers  to  treat,  con- 
sult, anil  agree  with  any  assembly  of  men  whatsoever  in 
America,  and  even  with  individuals,  concerning  any 
grievances  eitisting  in  the  governmg|t  of  any  of  the  Colo«> 
nies.  or  in  the  laws  of  Great  BritIR  extending  to  themt 
eouceming  any  contributions  to  be  furnished  by  the  OoIo<- 
nies,  and  concerning  any  other  r^ulations  which  might  be 
for  the  common  go<M  of  both  eountries ;  with  a  proviso  that 
such  agreement  should  not  be  binding  until  ratified  by  Par- 
liament. The  Commissioners  were  to  be  authorised  to 
proelmm  a  cessation  of  hostilities — to  restore  commercial 
intercourse— and  suspend  the  operation  of  all  obnoxious 
acts  of  Parliament,  passed  since  the  10th  of  Febsuary, 
4763,  in  a^y  of  the  Colonies  they  should  deem  fit ;  and 
likewise  to  grant  pardons  to  aU  descriptions  of  per* 
sons  ^ 

The  whole  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  whose  report  j„?;^\ 
could  scarcely  fail  of  eounteraetiug  the  ill-effects  appre-  g^  ^j^^^ 
bended  from  this  new  ministerial  scheme.    The  report  them. 
hero  alluded  to  rendered  probable  the  authenticity  of  the 
bills  by  seven  distinct  arguments,  imputing  to  their  authors 
either  folly,  insidiousness,  impotence,  or  vice.    It  then  in- 
vestigated the  nature  of  the  same  bills,  and,  d!ter  establish^ 
iog  the  weakness  and  insineerity  of  the  enemy,  concluded 
asfo^ows  :*  • 

♦  AUihe  detiuls  reUtive,  not  qrily  to  this  traiiiactioii,i)«tto  uiteri^ 
ftfiliof  primary  irapcrtance  are  u>  be  found  in  a  pamphlet  published  aft 
t|Bb>e  by  Con|prea9j  an4  ifissrtcd  in  the  dBemaMftroriM^  ftr  177B. 
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^  It  appears  eTident  to  your  Committee  that  the  said 
bills  are  intended  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears 
of  the  gooil  people  of  these  States,  so  as  io  ereate  divi- 
sions among  them  and  a  defection  from  the  common 
cause,  no\i'  by  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  draw-^ 
ing  near  to  a  favourable  issue — that  they  are  the  sequel 
of  that  insidious  plan,  v^hich,from  the  days  of  the  Stam^ 
Act  down  to  the  present  time,  has  involved  this  coi^« 
try  in  contention  and  bloodshed— and  ths|t,  as  in  other 
cases,  so  In  this,  although  eircums>tances  may  force  them 
to  recede  from  their  unjustifiable  claims,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  they  AvilL  as  heretofore,  upon  the  first  favour- 
able oceasiont  again  display  that  lust  of  domination* 
which  has  i*ent  in  twain  the  mighty  Empire  of  Bri- 
tain. 

«'  Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to 
report  it  ns  iheir  opinion,  that  as  the  Americans  uni- 
ted in  this  arduous  contest  upon  principles  of  common 
interest,  for  the  defence  of  common  rights  and  privi- 
leges. Avlkieh  union  hath  been  cemented  by  common  ca- 
lauiitiv's,  and  by  mutual  good  offices  and  afiection,  so  the 
gnat  canseibr  whieU  they  contend,  and  in  which  all  naan- 
llind  are  inierested,  must  derive  its  success  fronithe 
continuance  of  that  union.  Wherefore  any  man  or  bodj 
of  men,  w  ho  should  I'esunie  to  make  any  separate  or  par- 
tial convention  or  agreement  witli  the  Commissioners  un- 
der the  Crown  of  C^f^t  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to 
be  ediisidered  and  treated  as  open  and  avowed  enemies 
of  these  United  States." 
•*  And  further,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  it 
^  as  their  opiuion,  ^<  thitt  these  United  States  cannot, 
**  with  propriety,  hold  any  conference  with  any  Commissi- 
<'  oners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unless  they  shally  as 
•«  a  Preliminary  thereto,  withdraw  their  fleets  and  armies^ 
<<  or  else  in  positive  and  express  terms  acknowledge  the 
«*  Independence  of  the  said  States. 

"  And,  inasmuch  as  it  appears  to  be  the  design  of  tlio 
«  enemies  of  thjse  States  to  lull  them  into  a  fatal  seen- 
«  rity — to  the  end  that  they  may  act,  with  a  becoming 
**  weight  and  importance,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
<<  luittee,  that  the  several  States  be  culled  upon  to  use 
<*  their  most  strenuous  exertions  to  have  their  respective 
<<  quotas  of  Continental  troops  in  the  field  as  soon  as  pos- 
<'  sible.  And  that  all  the  militia  of  the  said  States  be 
**  held  in  readiness  to  act  as  occasion  may  require.'* 

This  repoit  being  read,  and  deflated  by  pai*agi'aphs,  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  published.     By  some  British 
historians,  it  has  liecn  represented  as  fraught  not  only  with 
asjierity,  but  with  insolence.    In  making  this  charge,  ^thej^ 
seem  to  have  forgotten  the  character  or  the  men  who  n 
held  out  the  4>jive  branch  j  men  who  Imd  spurned,  coniei 
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ed,  insulted  the  Americans — avowed,  when  in  the  fuH  ca-   ^^^^* 
reer  of  victory,  their  intetided  «lespot]sm — in  short,  eoinbi-      ^"  *• 
ned  haughtiness  and  oppression  with  perfidy  and  cruelty.  .. 
With  such  men,  the  strictures  of  the  report  were  natural 
and  candid — They  tended  to  security,  not  to  insolence  nn        1778 
less,  indeed,  that  name  be  given  to  the  firmness,  the  ener- 
gy, the  dignity  of  freedom  !  ' 

On  the  next  day.  Congress  came  to  a  resolution,  recora-  Pardon  of- 
mending  it  to  the  several  States  to  pardon,  nnder  ceilain  Jf^^s  t^ 
limitations,  such  of  their  deluded  citizens  as  had  levied  wai  i^^sts.- 
against  the  Uniori.     This  resolution  T^as  ordered   to  be 
printed  in  English  and  German,  and  Genera]  Washington 
requested  to  circulate  it  among  the  American  levies  in 
the  hostile  army.     As  a  retort  on  Tryon  for  his  enclosure 
of  the  conciliatory  drauglits,  copies  of  the  above  resolve 
were  transmitted  to  him,  with  a  desire  that  he  would  dis- 
seminate them  among  those  on  whom  they  were  to  ope« 
rate. 

The  determination  of  Congress  not  to  treat  with  Great  ' 

Britain  until  she  should  withdraw  her  hostile  force,  or  un* 
equivocally  acknowledge  the  independence  of  America^ 
does  them  so  much  more  honour,  that,  at  the  time  of  their 
assuming  that  dignified  attitude,  they  wei*e  yet  ttnaoquain^- 
ted  with  the  final  result  of  the  negociation  in  France.  In- 
telligence of  that  result  being  favourable,  reached  them 
only  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  when  Mr.  Simeon  Deane  arri-  French  trda- 
▼ed  at  York  Town,  with  copies  of  the  treaties  of  commerce  ****  arn^^- 
and  alliance,  entered  into  between  France  and  the  United  .May  X 
States.*  These  treaties  were  speedily  ratified  ;  to  the 
powerful  motives  which  already  actuated  Congress  and 
the  people,  they  added  those  of  national  faith  and  grati- 
tude. Independence  was  now  placed  on  a  firm,  permanent 
liasis ;  America  must  be  true  to  herself  and  to  her  mag- 
nanimous ally ! !  Such  was  the  universal  sentiment  ma*- 
nifested  on  the  joyful  information  conveyed  in  the  follow- 
ing letter,  from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  the 
President  of  Congress : 

PassUf  near  Paris,  Fehruar^  8, 1778. 
Honourable  Sib, 

<^  We  have  now  the  great  satisfaciion 
«  of  acquainting  you  and  the  Congress,  that  the  treaties 
«*  with  France  are*  at  length  completed  and  signed.  The 
*«  first  is  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commoree,  much  on  the 
^*  plan  of  that  projected  by  Congress ;  the  other  is  a 
<^  treaty  of  alliance,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that  in  case 
ff  England  declares  war  against  Francct  or  occasions  a 
f*  war  by  attempts  to  hinder  her  commerce  with  us,  we 


*  See  Appeixdix,  No.  4?. 
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CBAp.  ^'  fthoi^d  ihen  mike  a  oommon  cause  of  it,,  sad  jpln  «fr 
XII.      <<  forces  and  Councils,.  &e.  &e.    The  great  ainp  of  C^ 
treaty  is  declared  to  be  ^<  to  establish  the  liberty,   sove- 
rei^ty  and  Indq^ndeoey,  absolute  and  unlimited,  of  t^ 
United  States,  as  irell  in  matters  of  government  as  ^ 
commerce."    And  this  is  guaranteed  to  us  by  Pranee,  t^ 
gether  with  all  the  countries  ^e  possess,  or  sJiall  pos- 
sess, at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  ;  in  return  for  wliieh 
the  States  guarantee  to  France  all  its  possessions  in  Jj^ 
merica.— '^e  found  throughout  this  business  the  grea^ 
est  cordiality  in  tliis  court ;  and  no  advantage  has  beep 
taken  or  attempted  to  be  taken,  of  our  present  diAeiil- 
ties,  jto  obtain  hard  terms  from  us ;  and  such  have  beep 
the  King's  magnanimiiy  and  goodness,  that  he  has  pcp^ 
posed  none  which  we  might  not  readihr  have  agreed  to  id 
a  state  of  full  prosperity  and  estabUshed  power.    Tl^ 
^  principle  laid  down  as  tbe  basis  of  the  treaty  beingf  sp 
'<  declared  in  the  preamble,  the  mast  perfict  e^uMtii  and 
**  rectprocittf— The  privilcMS  in  trade  are  mutual;  aoA 
^  none  are  given  to  France  but  what  we  are  at  liberty  to 
^<  eive  to  any  other  nation.    On  the  whole,  we  have  «bun« 
*<  dant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  good  will  of  thia 
^*  courtf  and  the  nation  in  generd,  which  we,  tbereforei 
*<  hope  will  be  oultivatod  by  the  Congress  1^  every  meaitt 
'^  that  may  establish  the  union  and  render  it  permaneat^"^ 
&c.  Ac*  ' 

VfeU  might  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  extol  thjs 
generosity  of  ILhe  French  monarch.  He  did  not,  it  iatrue, 
^  venture  on  war,  and  embark  in  the  cause  of  his  new  aUies 
Mi^ai^-  from  heroic  and  magnanimous  principles  only-— No«-*France 
£yi^  ^^  ^^  P^^  iiyuries  to  revenge — and  the  present  moment  wa^ 
propitiousior  humbling  ahaughty,  ambitious  rIvaL  These 
National  incentives,  Louis  XTL  avowed  with  a  noble  can- 
dour. But  there  was  real  disinterestedness  in  assuming. 
Che  fair  ground  of  equality  and  reciprocityf  with  an  empire 
yet  in  its  infancy  ;  in  asking  from  the  United  States  no 
commercial  favouritism  ;  in  renouncing  forever  the  posses- 
sion  of  any  teiritory  adjacent  to  them,  although  ideas  ai 
recovering  the  former  Nonunions  of  France  in  North  Ame- 
rica might  flattor  youthful  pride,  and  invito  warlike  enter* 
prize  ;  in  the  extent  of  what  he  guaranteed  to  Americat 
while  he  himself  claimed  only  the  guarantee  of  a  few  b- 
lands ;  finally,  in  not  stipulating  any  subsequent  compen- 
sation for  the  immense  expenees  which  he  must  necessari- 
ly incur  in  assisting  the  Americans.* 


•  When  the  English  Elizabeth  aided  the  States  of  Holland  against 
Spain,  she  required  by  treaty  that  her  e]q>ence9  should  be  refUnded  aftef 
the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  that  the  towns  of  Flushing,  and  the  DriUe, 
with  the  cattle  ofRammekins,  should,  in  the  mean  time,  be  consigned  into 
her  hands  by  the  way  of  security.  Yet,  Elizabeth  ¥ras  more  cxtcnslv^ 
idtcre^ttd  aa  tbt  soccess  of  the  low  countries,  thkn  France  in  that  #f  th^ 
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.I^MO  md  ofliep  nfla^Dtial  eootidamtiims  Ubineed  4]^  CHA9. 
Congress  to  passt  vUboot  a  de9Mi>4Bg  Toiee^  a  <«  resolatioii      XU. 

eKpreflUYe  of  the  bigh  sense  eptertaioed  by  the  United        

Statos  ^the  magnaAimity  and  wisdom  c^his  most  ebristian  ^"^^'^^ 
mt^bstj ;  and  Greeting  Uieir  ministers  to  present  to  bim      ff^g 
tbeir  grateful  aeknowledginents  for  his  truly  magHani- 
nous  eonduoty  and  to  assure  him  of  their  wishes  that  tlie 
friendship  so  hap^ly  eomme'need  mi^t  be  perpetual*^ 

The  exultation  which  the.  treaties  wilb  Franee  diffused 
(hltraehottt  the  eoontry,  can  be  better  imagined  than  des- 
fribed.     In  Yirginiaf  the  gladdening  intelligence  was  ush- 
ered by  a  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  the  Commonwealth 
hi  the  General  Congress  to  Governor  Henry*    After  stat* 
biff  the  leadbig  circumstances  of  the  two  treaties, .  that 
letter  added :    *^  It  is  supposed  that  the  whole  Bourbon 
^  iJMmly  (meaning  the  King  of  Spain)  will  speedily  accede 
<^  to  these  arrangements. — We  are  shortly  to  receive  con- 
<*  siderable  stores  from  France,  that  eome  under  convoy 
*^  of  a  fleet  of  men  of  war.      The  King  of  Prussia  has  ac- 
^  tnalfy  reftised  to  permit  the  Hessians  and  the  Hanover 
^  iroops  that  England  had  engaged  for  America,  to  pass 
<<  through  his  territories. — ^We  congratulate  you,  sir,  and 
<<  our  coifiitry  on  this  important  event ;  but  we  beg  leave 
**  further  to  observe  tblit  it  is  in  our  opinion  of  infinite 
^  eonsequence  that  the  army  should  be  quickly  and  pow- 
*^  erfaVy  reinforced.    "With  a  strong  army,  we  shall^  un- 
"  der  God,  be  perfectly  seoure,  &c.** 

The. Congress  published,  at  the  same  time,  an  animated 
addren^  commending  the  zeal  and  virtue  hitherto  displayed 
by  the  people,  and  calling  upOti  them  to  shew  that  perse- 
▼erenee  and  exert  those  energies  which  alone  couM  com- 

Elete  the  admirable  work  so  happily  commenced,  and 
roogbt  so  near  to  iis  perfeetion.  . 

In  this  train  of  affairs,  so  unpromising  to  the  ministerial  conciliator 
attempt  at  negociation,  the  conciliatory  bills,  now  invest-  17  buu  ar- 
edwith  the  technical  forms,  readu^d  America,  and  -were  "^e  in  due 
transmitted  to  Congress  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  ^^"^ 
b^th  by  Admiral  Howe  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton.    Congress  ^ay  2r. 
answered  that  they  had  already  expressed  their  sentiments 
npon  bills  not  essentially  difierent  frofn  the  acts  under 
consideration,  and  repeated  their  assurances  that  «<  when 
the  King  of  Great-Britain  should  be  seriously  disposed  to 
put  an  end  to  tlie  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  waged  against 
the  United  States,  they  should  readily  attend  to  such  terms  jone  6. 
of  peace  as  might  consist  with  the  honour  of  an  Indepen- 


^Jniled  Stttei,  and  she  licrsclf  declarwi,  in  along  memorial  on  the  sub^ret. 
^t  shfe  i^'as  bound  bv  previous  enji^aj^meuts,  to  protect  the  U.  PiYjvmces 
•gainst  an  unjust  degixrtisro.— This  stpikinjr  conti-ast,  between  her  conduct 
"'^dUiat  of  Louis,  di<l  nol  escupc  thcptople  of  the  American  Slates  at  the 
time. 
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dent  nation,  tbe  Interest  of  their  eonstitnenfs^  aUd  tbe  db 
ered  regard  they  meant  to  pay  to  treaties.'* 

A  few  days  after,  the  Commissioners  themselves  arrired. 
What  followed,  the  historian  be|^s  leave  to  introduce  in 
the  words  of  a  Vipginia  Delegate  to  the  General  Congrett 
at  the  time,  whose  letters  are  before  him— ^ibns  giving  to 
his  narrative  more  animation^  interest  and  life,  and  bring- 
ing tbe  seene  into  contact  ^nrith  the  reader. 

"  Clinton  lately  desired  a  passport  from  General  Wash- 
**  ington  for  Dr.  Ferguson,  to  come  to  Congress,  with  a 
**  letter  from  the  newly  arrived  Commissioners,  Lord 
"  Carlisle,  William  Eden,  and  Goternor  Johnstone.  Tho 
^^  General  refused  the  passport  until  Congress  should  |pve 
leave.  Tbe  letter  from  Clinton  was  transmitted  ber»-i> 
(York  Town) — ^but  the  impatience  of  the  Commissioners 
did  not  suffer  them  to  wait  for  an  answet.  Throngh 
the  medium  of  General  Washington,  they  forwarded  to 
^*  Congress  a  packet  eontaining  a  letter  from  themselves 
*^  with  a  copy  of  their  eoramission.  Their  letter  is  a  eom- 
^<  binationoff)Faud,  falsehood,  insidious  offers,  dnd  abase 
^'  of  France."^  concluding  with  a  denial  of  Independence. 
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•  The  English  state  papers  of  tliat  day  arc  marked  with  coarseness  and 
petulence.  An  instance  of  this  we  will  draw  from  the  Menvdre  Jnttijcaiif 
do  la  Granule  Bretagnet  &c  issued  in  the  name  of  the  King  oS 
England,  sliorty  after  this  and  written  by  the  celebrated  Gibbon,  whmt 
political  aposta'cy  was,  on  that  occasion,  rewarded  by  a  sinecure  of  / 1000 
a^ear,  at  the  board  of  trade  The  JtuHfidng  memorimi,  coming  iroroa 
high  personage,  and  being  chiefly  addressed  to  other  Sovereigns,  ought 
it  seems,  to  have  been  remarkable  for  magnificence  and  dignityof  reaaoD* 
ing,  and  for  refinement  of  expression.— The  reader  may  tonn  an  idea  of 
the  whole,  from  what  follows  : 

'*  Ue  (the  King  of  France)  has  debased  his  dignity  in  forming  secret 
connections  with  the  Americans ;  and  after  he  had  exhausted  every  in/o' 
ftums  resource xtf  perjid;/  and  diasimidation,  he  has  dared  to  avow  the  solema 
treaty  which  his  mmisters  liavo  concluded  witJV  the  obscure  agents  of  the 
English  Colonies." 

<'  T)te  American  Congress  had  the  impudence  to  usurp  all  the  rights  of 
aovcreignty." 

«  The  intrigues  of  ?ifew  audacious,    and  wicked  leaders."    (meaning 
Hancock,  Adams,  &c.  ) 
**  The  same  spirit  o{  impostu^^  8tc.  continued  to  reign — ** 
•*  A  dark  Agent**  &c.  (meaning  Dr.  Franklin.) 

Quotations  of  a  similar  stamp  might  be  multiplied — but  they  are  un* 
necessary.  It  is  well  known  tliatto  revile  America  and  France  had  then 
become  systematic. — When  Kings  write,  or  otlier  People  write  fop  than, 
siicli  ought  not  to  be  their  style.  It  were  better  to  introduce,  at  once,  their 
lUtima  ratio — ^the  cannon.  But  the  indecorous  language  of  tlie  JirsHfyinf 
tn^wioiva/ is  nothing,  when  compared  to  the  inconsistency  which  it  aiicribcs 
to  the  King  of  England  — It  charges  France  with  treacherous,  secret, 
systematic  liostilities  during  the  last  four  years.  The  speeches  fi-om  the 
tlirone,  however,  in  Kov  mbcr  1774,  October  1775,  May  1776  November, 
1777,  announced  friendly  and  pacific  dispositions  on  her  part — ^If  tlie  facts 
contained  in  the  Memoire  Were  true,  and  knoWn  to  the  ministers,  as  is 
there  asserted,  why  keep  them  fi-om  the  knowledge  of  Parliament,  and 
communicate  pnlyowifrance*.  of  flimVy.?  Never  was  the  adage  Qww  Aw* 
vidt  fterdcrey  prius  dementat,  better  npplie<l  than  to  the  ministry  and  their 
friends !— Faj'ther  abuse  of  France,  in  the  course  of  these  diplomatic  opera- 
tions, piwoked  the  chiv.dric  La  Fayette,  wJiose  sword  was  ev<r  ready 
"  to  le;ipout  of  its  scabbaid"  for  flie  honour  of  liis  country,  to  challenge 


TIRGINIiu  sni  . 

^  -^Thb  8me  qua   non  being  wiihh«Id»  yoti  may  judge  CHAP. 
^  what  may  be  the  fate  of  the  rest.    I  do  not  kuow  whe-      XIL 

^*  then  to  oal}  Goyernor  Johnstone  an  apostate  or  not.    He  

^  has  been  in  opposition  to  the  Ministry,  and  has  spoken  ^~* 

«  sooie  speeches  in  our  favour  ;  but  I  believe  he  has  ne«      ±f7i 

<<  Ter  been  a  friend  to  American  Independence.    Uowevery 

^  tiiere  seems  no  doubt  but  that  he  has  on  this  oeeasioUf 

^  touched  ministerial  gold.    The  others  are  notorious 

^^  Miuisterialists.      It  is  amazing  how  the  Coart  of  Loii- 

*^  doD  does  mix  pride*  meanness,  cunning  and  folly,  wiUi  ' 

*^  gasconade  and  timidity.    In  short,  the  strangest  com- 

<*  position  is  there  formed  that  ever  disgraced  and  iiyured 

<<  mankind.'' 

The  abuse  of  France  alluded  to  in  the  above  letter  wais 
a  charge  of  in^'dioti^  interpositiony  on  her  part  of  eternal 
tntnity  both  to  England  and  the  Colonies — and  of  having 
antidated  her  treaties  with  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
at  Paris,  with  avi^w  to  prevent  the  proposed  reconcitia- 
tion^  and  to  prolong  a  destructive  war.    This  offensive  Ian* 
guage   against  a  Monarch  who  had  displayed,  in  respect 
to  America,  so  much  magnanimity  and  good  will,  excited 
in  her  Representatives  a  just  indignation.     The  reading 
of  the  official  letter  containing  this  abuse,  was  then  inter- 
rupted, and  reluctantly  resumed,  on  the  following  day. 
The  Congress,  through  their  President,  returned  for  an- 
swer, <*  that  nothing  but  an  earnest  desire  to  spare  the  Jun^-^ 
&rther  effusion  of  human  blood  could  have  induced  them  to 
read  a  paper,  containing  expressions  so  disrespectful  to  his 
mostChristian  Miyestyv  the  good  and  great  ally  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  to  consider  propositions  so  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  an  Independent  nation^-that  the  acts  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  the  commission,  and  the  propositions  ot 
the  Commissioners,  supposed  the   people  of  the  United 
States  to  be  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  were  founded  on 
the  utterly  inadmissible  Mtn  of  dependence — finally,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  uiyuift  claims  from  ^vhich  tiiis  war 
had  arisen,   and   the  savage  manner,  in   which   it  had 
been  conducted.  Congress  would  be  ready  to  enter  upon 
the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not 
incon^tent  with  treaties  already  subsisting,  whenever  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  should  demonstrate  a  siueere  dispo- 
sition for  that  purpose,  the  only  proof  of  which  would  ho 
s^  explicit  acknowledgment  of  tiKir  Independence,  or  the 
withdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies,  because  upon  no  other 
principle  could  America  be  said  to  possess  that  degree  of 

^eEarl  of  Carlisle,  as  Chilf  ofthe  Commission,  to  sinj^le  combat. — Those 
^l»o  were  acc^uaiated  with  the  inbred  delicacy  of  the  French  nobility  on 
•^h  points  did  not  blame  the  fierv  and  over  coiiraeeous  boy — (^tfie  name 
^ven  by  ComitfaUis  to  the  gcUhmt  MarqiUsJ — nor  could  the  E.irl  of  Carlisle 
^  censured  tor  refer»  ing  tkt  settlement  of  national  disputes  to  Admttal 
"P^n  and  Count  Dcstaing.  • 


±rrs 


Secondlet- 
ter  of  the 
Commissi- 
oners to 
Congress. 

July  18. 
Not  answer- 


HurroKt  6* 

national  coiUpaots.** 

At  ilt^  taind  Unstt  the  pfraperiitioif  s  of  (be  TioiimiiiriM. 
efs  were  analyzed  md  e^labatedy  hi  the  pubfie  pafiei^  of 
that  day,  with  a  saperfoiitjr  of  af^meht,  which  disp^bd 
ajyi  the  imfiMrouraMe  impressiotiii  ap^hended  from  sopb- 
reimnory  a  njeetioti  of  coiieiKatory  otkrt. 

Notwithstanding  tho  h^lem  and  mortifying  phMptlef 
before  them»  the  British  Negoehiiors  thought  it  expe<Uto( 
again  to  address  the  Congress.  ^  The  Commissioners,'^ 
writes'tho  same  Gentleman  whom  we  Imte  already  quoted, 
<<  have  sent  us  a  seeond  letter^  tetj  s8ly»  mid  eqnally  in* 
<<  Solent.  The  preliminaries  insisted' on  by  Congress  (an 
**  acknowledgment  of  Ifidepeudenee,  or  wiUidrawing  tMir 
^<<  fleets  and  armies)  not  having  been,  either  of  theqn^  eom* 
<<  pUed  with,  this  letter  is  to  receive  no  answer.  We  hare 
'*  detected  and  fnHy  eipesed  Governor  Johnstone*  who, 
^Minder  the  plansible  guise  of  friendfehi^  and  virtue,  baa 
^*  endeavoured  to  bribe  members  of  Congress*— the  wbolo 
<<  Body,  indeed,  aii  well  as  individual  members.*  Be 
<^  tries  every  art  to  gain  admission  antong  us.  He  abuses 
^  his  masters,  flatters  An\eriea,  and  is  willing  to  yield  us 
**  every  thing,  if  we  will  be  perfidious  to  our  ally,  and  ar 
^'  gain  submit  to  the  domination  of  his  King  and  ParHa- 
<<  uient.»-^Bntit  is  too  late  in  the  day«-the  sunshine  of  li- 
<<  l>erty  and  Independenee  prevails  ov«r  the  dark  arts  of 
w  tyranny  and  its  tools.'* 

The  firm  determination  of  Congress  not  to  recede,  un- 
der any  change  of  fortune  whatever,  from  the  declaration 
of  Independence,  at  a  time  when  the  connexion  with 
France  was  neither  known,  nor  suspected  ;  their  refusal 
to  negociate,  except  as  an  Independent  nation,  before  the 
existence  of  hostilities  between  France  and  England,  and 
when  they  were  still  at  liberty  to  conclude  a  separate 
peace;  and,  in  addition  to  these  circumstances,  the  inter- 
vening ari'ival  of  a  French  fleet,  and  a  French  Ambassa- 
dor in  America,  must  have  convinced  the  British  Commis- 


*  The  charge  of  cotruption  against  Governor  Johnstone  was  ftmnded  os 
several  letters  written  by  him  to  influential  characters,  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, in  whidi,  besides  abundance  of  cajoling'  and  flattery  honours  and 
rewards  were  held  out  to  those  who  shoula  be  instrumental  in  producing 
the  wished-fbr  re-union  ;  and  § nrticularly,  on  an  offisr  made  by  honi 
through  Mrs.  Ferguson,  to  Mr.  Reed,  a  member  of  Congress,  for  Pennsyi* 
VRnia,of  I  10,000  Sterlings  and  the  best  oflfice  inthe  gm  of  the  Crown,  if 
he  could  effect  the  return  of  America  to  her  ibrmcr  dependence.  Read, 
answered  <*  that  he  was  not  wcnrth  (nirchasinff :  but  sudi  as  he  was,  the 
King  of  England  was  not  rich  enough  to  do  it"— During  the  discussioD, 
respecting:  the  Saratoga  pi-isoners,  noticed  in  another  place,  the  Congress 
declared  it  incompatible  with  th^  honour  to  hold  any  further  communl* 
■cation  or  intercourse  with  Johnstone,  upon  which  he  withdrew  from  tb6 
commission.— All  the  details  relative  to  this  firuitless  mission— also  to  the 
conduct)  motires.  Sec.  are  to  be  found  in  the  RemenUn^mwer  fir  1778^  &^ 
*(bat  excellent  Repoaitory  of  fiictt,  State-papers  fiiG.  ought  to  be  in  t^bsnds 
of  evety  American. 
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*  ^kwcn  tbat  all  ikeir  effbrU  to  open  a  negoelatioii  Triili  the    CHAP. 
CoDgress,  on  the  proposed  basis,  would  be  vain  and  fruit-       Xil. 
less.    The  present,  and  every  other  subsequent  proeeeftinj; 
on.  their  part,  relative  t6  the  object  of  their  mission,  maj,  «==»*^ 
therefore,  be  fairly  eoosldered  as  intended  to  cerate  on       .  ^^ 
the  fears,  tlie  doubts,  the  prejudices,  or  even  the  honest 
partialities  of  individoalst  and,  by  dividing  tbe  public  sen<» 
timent»  to  facilitate  the  success  of  those  violent  measures, 

ivhich,  as  a  terrifto  corps  de  reserve^  were  to  appear  in  the 

l«ar  of  defeated  intrigue  and  folly. 

.   These  expressions  are  not  too  harsh,  when  applied  to  a 

Boheiue  which  neither  renounced,    nor  supported,   error 

with  tlignily.    ^*  Itis  difficult,  says  Stedman,  a  British  / 

f<  Hi^torian^  wedAed  to  the  cause  ol  Royalty,  for  which  he 
<«  then  fought,  to  defend  the  Ministers  of  that  day  against 
**  the  imputation  of  either  want  ef  wisdom^  or  want  of 
^^  firmness.    If  what  was  now  pro\>osed  was  a  right  m^a- 
**  sure,  it  ought  to  have  been  adopted  at  first,  and'  before 
^  th^  sword  was  drawn  :  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  claims 
M  of  tbe  mother-country  tyver  her  Colonies  were  original- 
*^  ly  worth  contending  for,,  the  strength  and  resources  of 
'<  the  nation  were  not  yet  so  far  exhausted,  as  to  justify 
**  Ministers  in  rdintpiishing  them  without  a  farther  strug* 
**  gle.''    And  he  adds  in  another  place  **  Such  was  tbe 
^<  issoe  of  this  leeond  attempt  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia*    . 
'^  tion,   which,  whatever  might  be  the  efieet  of  it  in  Great 
**  Britain  towards  inducing  a  greater  union  of  sentiment 
^^  cm  the  sutject  of  Colonial  affairs,  'produecid  in  America 
*^  BO  good  consequence  whatever.    It  flattered  the  pride 
^^  of  the  Ariicrican  Republicans,  confirmed  them  in  pur- 
*'  suing  the  measures  which  they  had  adopted,  and  finally 
'*  established  tbe  authority  of  Congress,  which  the  Com^ 
*^  missioners  hail  in  fact  recognized  by  offering  to  treat 
<<  with  them.     On  tlie  other  hand,  it  had  a  most  nnfa- 
<<  vourable  effect  upon  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies, 
^'  who  were  attached  to  the  British  cause.    Those  who 
^  had  not  yet  openly  declared  their  sentiments  were  dis- 
*'  couraged  and  disheartened  |  whilst  the  active  and  per- a 
^  secttted  Loyalist  was  plunged  into  the  deepest  despaiK 
^  Even  the  officers  of  the  army  felt  themselves  lowered 
**  in  their  own  estimation,  when,  without  any  apparent 
**•  necessity,  they  saw  every  thing  for  which  they  had  been  ,j^^  ^^^^ 
'*  yet  contending,  in  efiRn^t  given  up.''    If  such  were,  on  missiorm 
this  subject,  tbe  ideas  of  a  Briton,  how  contemptuously  addres.^ 
must  Americans  have  thought  of  the  Ministers,  and  their  ^^^  *^*^- 
weak,  futile  efforts ! 

^  A  last;  desperate  effort  was  now  made  1^  the  Commis 
sjoners.    They  addressed  not  tmly  *•  to  tbe  C-ongress,  but  October  5i 
to  the  Pramictal  AssemWeSn  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
♦hfi  VoUtties.  of  whatever  denomination^  "  a  manifesto,  in 
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Threaten, 
extermi- 
nAtion. 


wUoli  tkegr  tta«c«^^tliiwlittliertoinacndlfagdlN^ 
a  re-unteft  of  ike  disjoiBCed  partB  of  ibt  Britlsb  engae, 
OBtemty  tli»  eoHeiit  aad  beneficial  tmideaaj  of  ^Aiiali  w«ia» 
again  {Mposeiited  ta  vkm  Natwittstaof^iig  dia  obttadc» 
throwiif  ia  their  ymj,  Ihey  deelorod  tbeiv  readtoew  ta  treat} 
net  only  with'd^pntie&ffHNnalltiieeoleideejoiBtJyf  1^^ 
aay  proriaeial  Amtmblj  orCoaJireBtioa  iadifidaall^^  ataqp 
time  within  the  spaee  of  forty  days  Sroif  the  dada  of  their 
laanifesta.  Appeafias  to  persons  o£  eveiy  desor^itioD^  im 
oiyilf  military^  or  eecTesiaetieal  capaoities^  or  ia^  prifafe 
atationsy  and  severalty  pressing  oa  eaeh  of  tliese  elasies 
such  motives  as  might  be  supposed  mw^  influential^  thqr 
adjured  them  all  not  to  let  pass  so'Twreurable  aa  offopta^ 
Bity  of  securing  their  liberties^  and  their  fbtura  pre8peri«- 
ty  and  happiness  upon  a  permanent  basis.  'I  hey  also  pro* 
claiaied  a  general  pardon  for  ail  treasons^  and  rdieHiaue 
pratice^  to  stieh  as  ahould  within  the  limited  tiaieywith* 
draw  from  Uieir  imposition  to  the  British  Gavermaen^ 
and  adhere  in  future  to  a  loyal  and  regular  deportasent 
At  the  same  time,  they  threateaed  with  the  utmost  t«i« 
geanoe  which  British  power  {oald  iaHet^  duoh  as  idioiiM, 
af cer  these  benevolent  offei*s,  obstinately  persist  ia*  with* 
holding  their   allegiance  from  their  lawful  8overe%& 

'«  The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevolence  of  Great  Ai- 
<<  tain,  they  said,  have  thusfar  cheeked  theextremesi^wary 
^<  when  they  tended  to  distress  a  people  stiM  eonsideffed 
«  as  our  fellow  sotjeels,  and  to  desolate  a  coa^ti^  shortly 
^  to  become  a  source*  oi  mutual  advantage :  but  whea  that 
<<  country  professes  the  unnatural  design  not  only  of  estraa* 
<<  ging  herself  from  us,  but  of  mortgaging  herself  and  iier 
<^  resoui'ces  to  our  enemies,  the  whole  contest  is  ehaaged  ; 
«  ami  the  question  is  how  far  Great  Britain  may,  by  every 
<<  means  in  her  power,  destroy  or  render  useless  a  eonaex- 
<«  ioni^ontrived  for  her  ruin,  and  Ibr.the  aggrandize- 
<<  ment  of  France.  Under  such' ciroomstaneesy  the  laws 
^  of  self  preservation  must  direct  the  conduct  of  64«at 
<<  Britain ;  and  if  the  British  Colonies  are  to  beeorae  aa 
•«  accession  to  France,  will  direct  her  to  render  that  ae- 
<<  cession  of  as  little  avail  as  possible  to  her  enemy.''— ^ 
That  all  persons  residing  within  what  they  termed  the  re- 
volted Colonies,  might  avail  themselves  of  the  pardon  thus 
offered,  thirteen  copies  of  it  were  immediately  execuled 
under  the  hand^  and  seals  of  the  Commissioners,  one  of 
which  was  transnutted  by  a  flag  of  truce  %o  each  of  the 
States. 

This  attempt  at  ncgoeiating  with  any  other  than  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  country,  was  duly  resented 
by  Congi'css,  «  as  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
utterly  subversive  of  the  confidence  necessary  for  those 
means  which  have  been  devised  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of 
war,  among  civilized  nations/*    Tbey  declared,  thero>!^ 
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t$n,niMt  the  amnts  emi^oyed  to  ^Bstdbttie  «iiehpapeP9»    CXL\P* 
%  were  not  ^ntitlen  (o  the  proteotiM  or  a  flag  ;  tad  r«coni»      XIL 
ttteaM  it  to  Ike  eoieeutiite  authorities  in  the  respectivse 
BMeSf  to  ampt  and  oonfifie  «tteh  agrats.    Ac  the  eame  ^====^°"^ 
timet  fttroogin  the  parity  or  thoir  own  motivesaod  coaduct^      ^T^^g 
and   rd^ng  on  the  :good  sende,  paltriotidin  and  Tirtao 
of  the  people,  they  themselves  published  the  manifesto  of 
tbe^Bfitish  Gomnisuonersy  with  piroper  eomments  upon  its 
4oBor.-^Bven:in  Eoglsnd  the  spirit  of  rage  and  eKtemri* 
iifttiOD  breathed  in  tfuit  manifesto^  was  vehemently  repro* 
iMilod.    The  maxim  that  Gi^eat  Bcit«n  might,  by  every 
means  in  herpower^  desolate  and  destroy  what  it  ceased  to     ^ 
be  her  interesc  to  preserve,  was  pronounced  ntteriy  incon- 
oistentwith  the  law  of  nations;  and  no  .measnre  of  the 
Ministers  or  their  Agents  was,  by  the  real  frieods  of  Bif* 
llsh  hononr  and  British  liberty,  reodved  with  more  indig« 
aatioti  than  <^is  proclamation  to  destroy  by  fire  andswortl 
<k4arge  eontinent,  lost  by  oppression  and  tyranny,  and  un^ 
•  oonquerdide  by  the  foree  of  arms*    The  answer  of  tho  Declaration 
Congress  to  this  proclamation  was  ealm  and  deliberate,  of  Congress 
yet  strong  and  energetic.    After  eontrasting  their  mode  hereupon. 
of  cyndnetiog  the  i^ar  with  that  adopted  and  purlmed  by  ^^^t^  30 
Great  Britain,  they  solemnly  declared  **  that,  should  she 
persist  in  her  present  career  of  barbarity,  chey  would  take 
^ch  exemplary  vengeance  as  should  deter  oAers  from  a 
like  conduct  ;•  and,  appealing  to  that  God  who  searcheth 
Iht  hearts  of  men  for  the  rectitude  Of  their,  intenlionsy 
they^  In  his  holy  presence,  also  declared,  that  as  Ihc^  were 
not  moved  I7  any  light  and  hasty  suggestions  of  anger  and 
jrevengcso  through  every  possible  change  of  fortune,  they 
would  adhere*D  this  their  detenaination/'    Dire  extre- 
anity  !  ])feIanctioly#  yet eommen^ble resolve!  The  wrath 
of  God  and  the  curses  of  mankind  are  only  with  those  who 
bef^  the  horrid  work  of  devastation  and  blood.— ^-The  ene* 
ji^s  of  Americaforoed  hor  to  proclaim  to  them  her  aecnmu* 
lated  in|uriesin  the  rough  sminds  of  retaliated  barbarity. 

The  tine  Umitedby  the  Commisnonersin  the  manifesto  Virginia' re- 
expired  on  tlie  eleventh  of  November :    They  remained  at  ^^^  J^^^^" 
New-Tork  even  beyond  that  time,  in  expectation  of  over«  maiufestoof 
^  tures  from  some  of  the  Stales,  but  none  were  made.    Eve-  tbeCom- 
^  ry  where  their  emissaries  and  their  propositions  were  in-  "^*»*"^"^*^* 
dignantly  spumed.    The  following  extract  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  House  of  Delegates,  shews  the  sentiments  and 
eondnet  of  Virginia,  in  respect  to  this  diplomatic  manceu- 
vre. 

In  the  House  qf  BeXegafes,  Saturday f  October  17, 1778.  / 

His  Exeellency  the  Crovernor  having  Received  informati- 
on from  Major  Thomas  Mathews,  the  officer  commanding 
^     at  Port  Henry,  that  a  British  oflScer  has  arrived  there, 
charged  with  dispatches  from  the  enemy  at  New  York,  di- 
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reeled  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  to  the  several  oft» 
eera  of*  Ooyernment  in  this  State,  and  Uie  Ministers  of 
the  Gospel,  which  the  said  Mu jof  Mltth^ws  has  refused 
to  receive  till  he  shall  know  the  pleasore  of  the  Ctovemot 
therein^  and  he  having  laid  the  said  information  before 
this  House^  and  requested  their  advice  how  he  shall  pro- 
oeed: 

kesoVoei^  therefore,  That  his  Excellency  the  (}ov«r« 
nor  be  requested  to  inform  Mb^or  Mathews  that  this  Houta 
highly  approved  his  eonduet  in  refusing  to  receive  the  ae^ 
▼eral  dispaiches  brought  by  the  British  officer  flrom  New- 
York. 

R€solved9  That  his  Excellency,  the  Govemory  be  request* 
ed  to  direct  Ma.ior  Thomas  Mathews  to  inform  the  officer 
eiiarged  with  the  dispatches  from  New  Tork»  that  they 
look  on  this  attempt  as  ealenlated  to  mistead  and  divide 
the  good  people  of  this  country,  and  that  they  highly  re^ 
sent  the  behaviour  of  him,  and  those  who  sent  him,  as  they 
must  know  that  this  State  oog^t  to  hold  no  such  eorres- 
pondenoe  with  the  enemy  of  .\merica. 

'EitsolvtA,  I'hat  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  request- 
ed to  direct  Major  Mathews  to  order  the  offieex  eh^f^ed 
with  the  dispatches  immediately  to  depart  this  State  with 
the  same,  and  to  inform  him  that,  in  f uture,  any  persoft 
making  a  like  attempt  shall  besecured,  as  an  enemy  to  A- 
meriea. 

•  Thus,  did  this  attempt  to  kindle  a  flame  in  the  heart  of 
each  State,  and  to  break  the  chains  of  Federal  union,  aa 
attempt  upou^hieh  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  Britiisb  Com- 
missioners was  placed)  not  without  some  confidence  of  suc- 
cess, prove  as  fruitless  as  all  their  anterior  measures* 
The  voice  of  Ameriea  was  heard  in  a  tone  whieh  could 
not  be  mistaken— -that  of  a  people  sore  under  the  ac- 
cumulated injuries  of  the  British  nation,  and  determined 
to  maintain  what  had  now  bacome  the  only  object  of  con- 
test. Independence— ^f  a  people  equally  uninfluenced  by 
professions  of  friendship,  which  they  could  no  longer  tru^ 
and  by  hostile  menaces  of  future  havoc^  which  they  no 
longer  dreaded ! . 


CHMTER  Xm. 


rican  army  marches  to  the  Hudsan-^Fale  of  General  } 

X#ee — The  Count  B^Eatamg  arrfDea  on  tte  coast  of  Ftr- 

Sinia— Sails  for  ^ew^Fork— Reception  of  tlie  French  ^ 
\Iinister  by  Hie  Congress — Speech  of  Mr.  Gerard— An-  • 
srver  thereto— JD^Kstaing  goes  to  Rhode  tslandSitnati- 
on  af  affairs  there — tfEstaing  quits  Jfewport  to  figU 
JLard  nowe—A  storm  separates  the  two  fleets — D^Es- 
taing  retires  to  Boston — Sullrcan  raises  the  siege  ofJCew- 
part — Engages  the  British — Retreats  from  RJiode  Island 
— Zeal  of  La  Fayette — Harmony  restored  between  the 
Jtmericans  and  the  French — PredAtory  expeditions  of 
tie  British — Surprise  and  massacre  of  Bnylor^s  regi- 
menl — PulaskPs  infantry  is  cut  off-^D*Estuing  sails 
for  the  West  Indies — Dispositions  of  the  Binlish  and  tJie 
^Americans  for  the  wintei* — Proceedings  of  the  Legisju* 
fure  of  Virginia — Ca^e  ofJosiah  Phrlrps^Military  nvta- 
sures — Otlwr  measures — Depreciation  and  its  effects^  ' 
Further  proceedings  of  the  L^slature^ 

IN  order  to  present  a -clear  and  connected  view  of  the    SSvf  * 
different  steps  whioli  «f^ducted  the  preposterous  concili-      J^f« 
atory  scheme  of  Lord  North  to  its  abortive  issue,  we  have 
interrupted  the  regular  course  of  events^  in  1778,    Let 
U9  now  look  back  ;  and  first  consider  the  early  effects  of 
the  connexion  lately  formed  with  France. 

We  have  already  remarked  that  France  had  accumu- 
lated injuries  to  avenge.  For  about  a  century,  it  had 
been  the  invarible  system  of  Great  Britain  to  attack  her^ 
whenever  extensively  engaged  in  continental  feuds.  Tlic 
attention  and  resources  of  the  French  Government  being 
thus  divided}  and  naval  concerns  yielding  to4nore  immedi- 
ate and  more  important  calls  on  its  solicitude,  operations 
by  land  were  alone  prosecuted  with  a  suitable  degree  of  vi- 
gour. The  consequence  was,  that  when,  in  the  coufse  of 
the  long  and  bloody  cond'st  which  ended  in  1763,  Franco 
had  nearly  exhausted  all  her  energies,  Great  Britain  not 
only  preserved  her  strength  entire,  but  derived  an  accos- 
Bion  of  power  from  the  losses  of  her  rival,  and  reaped,  with 
equal  ease  and  avidity,  the  fruits  of  the  war.  The  fami* 
ly  compact,  and  the  alliance  with  Austria,  having  secured 
the  tranquillity  of  France  on  the  continent,  ^w  enabled 
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CELA.P.    her  to  tet,  in  her  turn,  on  the  offeosiTe  ag^st  tbe  proud 
XIII.     usurper  of  maritime  Domioion.    . 

J The  message  of  the  King  of  England  to  his  Parliament* 

',  '  ^  '  '  -^  upon  the  hotifieation  of  the  fnendly  arrangements  betweea 
^yyg  France  and  America,  their  answer  to  that  message,  ai»d  the 
^  suspension  of  diplomatic  intercourse,  sufBciently  evineed 
that  war  between  the  two  countries  had  become  unavind- 
able.  Measures  were  taken  accordingly.  Extraordinary 
preparations  animated  the  numerous  harbours  of  France  ; 
and  that  navy  which,  in  1763,  England  boasted  of  ha?iDg 
-  annihilated,  appeared,  in  1778,  again  to  rise  from  its  ralas 
with  renovated  strength  and  additional  splendour.  From 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  troops  were  marched  ^wn 
to  the  sea-side,  where  they  formed  large  encampments  op- 
posite to  the  shores  of  Great  Britain.  This  menacing 
aspect  created  in  England  universal  alarm  ;  for,  althouj^h 
the  project  of  a  descent  might  be  deemed  by  some  a  ^- 
gantic  chimera,  still  the  defenceless  state*  of  the  three 
Kingdoms  afforded  to  the  generality  of  the  people  just  mo- 
tives of  apprehension.  The  daring  American  Privateer^ 
Paul  Jones,  had  alone  spread  consternation  on  several 
parts  of  the  English  coast, 
fivacmtten  It  was  early  conjectured  that  a  naval  force  should  be 
pTPWUdel-  ^^^  f^^^  France  to  America.  In  this  case,  Philadelphia 
and  the  Delaware  >yould  become  insecure  situations  for  the 
British  forces^  Tlie  Ministers,  therefore,  directed  a  prompt 
retreat  to  New- York.  We  have  already  adverted  Co  the 
mysterious  inertness  of  Sir  William  HoWc.  This  was  so 
strikingly  remarkable  tliat  almo^<e^ery  historian  has  at- 
tempted to  point  out  its  cause,  ^fme  have  referred  it  tA 
a  natural  indolence  of  disposition, "iiot  incompatible  with 
that  exalted  personal  bravery  which  Sir  William  was  well 
known  to  possess^  others  to  a  cautious  circumspection,  in- 
culcated by  the  murderous  affairs  at  Breed's-Hill  and  Bed- 
Bank;  or  to  a  persuasion  that  the  ferment  of  the  public 
mind  would  gradually  subside,  and  a  growing  lassitude  of 
the  deprivations  and  hardships  connected  with  resistancCf 
operate  more  effieiently  than  military  enterprize  and  at- 
chievemcnt,  in  recalling  the  people  to  their  antient  alle- 
glance.  However  this  may  be,'  the  supineness  and  inacti- 
vity of  Sir  William  did  not  escape  censure,  and  that  cen- 
sure created  disgust  on  his  part.  He  requested  to  be  re- 
called, and  Ge»*eral  Clinton  became  his  successor.  No 
soon^  had  the  latter  assumed  tfie  Command  in  Chief  of 
the  British  army,  than  he  took  active  measures  for  the  e- 
June  ]JB.  TflkCuation  of  PhiladeJphia*  This,  owing  to  maritime  <I8- 
sistance,  was  effected  with  ease.    From  the  point  of  land 

•  A  letter  from  Lord  G.  Germain  to  General  Howe,  some  time  before, 
stated  that  there  root  not  a  tin^  matH^B  left  m  the  iiUind,  and  but  one  bat- 
tation  of  the  regiment  ofartiUerxf  in  Great-Mritgut. 


ftffned  Moirthe  Timtd  hy  ttw  cmAmuo0  of  Ike  Sdniyk  CSUfR 
bill  liBd  tbe  Del»war<^  the  iro«p0  nvoro  eoiiii«j«d  to  the     XIIL 
€»ppoflite  pari  of  the  Jerwy  liioffey  ^kk  suck*  quaadly  rf        , 
bagigpa^  and  provuiefl&aa  wa»  judge«l  neeesiary  for  a  rente  «^P"«^^ 
OK  wlii«{|  many  obttruttiees  aad  deUys-  wete  expooted«^i^      £y^g 
Heavy  arid  cumbrous  aHicdei  were  put  on  Ixtord  the  skape^ 
to^oth/eap  with  tke  property  of  merekaat^  and  other  persoos 
aitfietied  to  tiie  Bvititk  eause.    Moa  of  th»se  pereoae  ro* 
treated  with  the  army  or  tke  fleet*    A  body  of  Asierioaip 
tvoops   itainedaately  re-oeciqpied  Philadelphia;  aad  aeon 
after  tiie  CotigresB  remoyed  to  it  fVora  Yovk-TowB>  where 
tkej  had  lately  held  their  sittings* 

lireneral  ffa^ngtoo,  who  with  the  meat  deUberate  pra- 
denea-  ee:abiaed  aa  ardent  spirit  of  enterprize»  eeatem** 
jAated  a  blow  at  Ae  enemy,  after  orossinf^  tbe  Delaware. 
A  f  upther  estinu^e  of  relaljrre  strength,  aad  tbe  eononrring 
advice  of  the  general  officers,  pre?eiited  the  attempt;  Tbe 
lireaeiit  army  was  only  one  fburtk  of  tke  promised  num- 
ber;'^ saeh  of  the  new  levies  as  were  forwarded  by  tka 
States^  reaehed  the  se^ie  of  action  long  afler  the  fixed 
time*     Bver^  appeiH*anee  eonfirmine  the  idea  tkat  the  e^ 
nenj  iotraded  to  retreat,  throogh  Jersey,  to  New-Torh, 
mes^ares  bad  been  taken  to  impede  their  progress -by 
Inreaking^  up  the  road»  and  bridges,  and  inereasing^  natural 
"difieulties  in  every  possible  manner.    With  a  brigade  of 
Gootiiientals,  joined  by  the  Jersey  militia  under  Bicbrason^ ' 
Maxwell  had  made  dispositions  whieh  en^Med  him  to  ho« 
ver^  ia  light  parties,  on  the  flanks  of  tbe  enemy^  and  efll* 
eiently  to  eo*-operate  with  the  main  body,  of  tlie  Amerieans^ 
should  opportunity  invite  a  general  action* 

Proceeding  along  the  Eastern  bank  of  the  Delaware, 
Clinton,,  with  an  army  heavily  incumbered,^  slowly  and 
quietly  moved,  apparently  courting  ratiker  than  avoiding 
an  attack  Washington,  in  the  mean  time  watching  the 
*  development  of  tbe  enemy's  intention,  appreaehed  the  De- 
laware, wliich  he  crossed  at  CorryeP^  Perry,  directing  his 
march  over  the  high  grounds  in  the  vicinity^  so  as  to  re-  Jime^. 
tain  ia  bis  power  the  choice  of  battle  or  inaeti<m,  as  eir-  ^ 

enmstances' should  recommend  either,  and  t&e  ability  of 
opposing^  any  eventual  movement  against  the  important 
,  passes  in  tbe  Highlands*  The  enemy «  fearing  the  passage 
of  the  Bariton,  and  the  force  under  Gates,  Cow^  again  at 
the  head  of  the  Northern  department,  pursued  ihe  road 
leadfng  to  the  heights  of  Middletown,  and  thence  to  Sandy- 
Book*  Morgan  was  detached  .to  annoy  their  right  flank, 
while  Dickenson  should  harrass  their  left,  and  Cadwidader 
hang  on  thdir  rear*  Washington  was  still  inclbied  to  strike 


*  The  army  was  to  have  consisted,,  in  the  Spriii}^,  of  40,000  men ;  it  a< 
■a^mited  only  to  ten  thousand.  The  British  were  nearly  equal  in  number  j 
tkeir  advantagss  in  point  ^f  discipline,  artns,  &^.  were  obvicH^. 
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CUAP«  a  de«itive  Uow^  but  hit  general  offleers  <^«(iitiiiiied  to  o|» 
XUl.     po«e  the  idea.    They 9  however^  agreed  on  the  expediency 
,  of  reinforcing  with  fifreen  hundred  ehosen  men  the  delaeh-^ 

'  ment  on  the  left  of  the  British. — ^Anotber  corps,  one  thou- 

1778      gand  strong,  umler  the  direction  of  Wayne,  was  ordered 
forward. — ^Lee  waving  his  right  to  eonimand  the  wbole» 
the  task  devolved  on  the  Marquis  DeLa  Favette,  wiUi 
whose  inelination  an  attack  on  the  retreading  fibe  perfeetty 
agreed. — Motives  of  delicacy  induced  Lee  to  claim  the  post 
^honour,  which  he  had  at  first  declined  ;  and,  to  indulge 
him,  Washington  detached  a  second  corps  to  join  La  Fajr- 
ctte,  placing  the  united  advance  under  the  direction  of  Ma- 
jor-General  Lee,  should  the  Marquis  not  yet  have  formed 
any  enterprize.    General  Clinton,  at  this  time,  oeeupied 
a  strong  position  at  Monmouth  Court-House,  twelve  miles 
from  the  heights  of  Middletown.    He  must  be  attiieked  in 
the  intermediate  space,  or  effect  his  retreat  without  inju- 
ry. Under  these  eircumstanees,  Lee  received  orders  from 
the  Commander  in  Chief  **  to  attack  the  British  rear,  nn^ 
less  there  should  be  powerful  reasons  to  the  contrary  f^ 
and  was,  tit  the  same  time,  informed  of  the  approach  of 
the  main  army  to  support  him.    Clinton  had  remarked  the 
movements  of  the  American  parties  hourly  increasing  on 
both  their  flanks.    He  conjectured  that  their  design  was 
upon  his  baggage,  which  had  been  entrusted  to  the  eare 
>f  Gen.  Knyphausen ;  and  he  resolved,  vrith  a  view  to  save 
that  baggage,  to^make  on  the  corps  in  his  rear  a  vigorous 
'  attack,  so  as  lo*  cause  those  parties  to  be  recalled.    For 

this  purpose^  he  held  back  the  elite  of  his  army,  and,  ea 
the  morning  of  the  28thof  Jufie,  sending  Knyphausen  on* 
ward,  remained  on  the  heights,  near  Monmouth  Court* 
House,  4ill  about  8  o'clock,  when  he  descended  into  the 
plain,  and  took  up  the  line  of  march,  Lee  pressed  for- 
ward to  execute  his  oi*ders,  directed  Wayne  to  attack  a 
party  which  covered  the  enemy's  rear«  so  as  to  bait  them, 
whilst  he  himself  should  gain  their  front  by  a  shorter  road 
on  their  left,  and  thus  interceiit  the  suppoK  which  they 
mif^ht  expect  from  the  line.  Soon  he  perceived  that  the 
^enemy's  for(!e  was'  much  greater  than  hod  been  supposed, 
and  a  reti*ograde  movement  of  the  British  rear  convineed 
him  that  the  foe  had  planned  an  attack.  The  ground  on 
which  he  stoiA  was  peculiarly  insecure  ;  an  extensive  piece 
of  marshy  soil,  impervious,  except  in  a  few  spots*  stretch- 
ed in  his  rear,  and  threatened  to  intercept  both  retreat 
and  support.  Tliis  induced  Lee  to  fall  back,  in  order  to 
regain  (he  heights  from  which  he  liad  descended,  and  as- 
sume there  a  position  which  would  enable  him  to  give  to 
the  assailants  a»  severe  and  effectual  check.  The  enemy 
had  commenced  a  cannonade  on  one  of  the  Aying  parties 
that  harras^ed  his  flanks;  froijn  this  'Washington  eoncludcd 
that  his  orders  had  been  executed,  and  he  rapidly  advan*'- 
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ed  to  support  the  corps  in  froBt.     In  eieetin^  his  retro- 
i;rade  movemenl^   Lee  had  beeo  eompelleii  to  skirmish 
viCh  the  en«»iny9  but  the  injury  was-inconsidersibli*  oa  ei  her 
«ide.     Riding  onward,  the  Commander  in  Chief  met  Lee 
tiius  retreating.     Of  his  motives  fur  this  movement,  of  ids 
design  to  make^   on  proper   ground,  a  vigorous  stund-^i- 
the  latter  had  given  no  intimation.     Willi  equal  suriirize 
and  mortification,  Washington,  therefore,  beheld  the  <iup- 
p<i«ed.  disgraee  of  liis  troops.     Addressing  himself  to  Lee 
with  momentary  warmth,  be  required  explanation,  and  i-e- 
eeired  only  an  uubeeoming  answer.  A  Judicious  and  strong 
position,  however,  was  immediately  taken— and  the  ene^ 
my  not  only  cheeked,  but  repulsed.    lu  breaking  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  onsetf  Lee  performed  conspicuous  servicot 
and  Avas  then  ordered  to  a  station  in  the  rear.    After  a 
keen  contest,  both  parties,  sinking  under  the  intense  heat 
of    ther  weather  and  excessive  latigue,   and  separated, 
moreov^erf  by  the  intervention  of  the  night,  suspended  the 
murderous  work.    It  was  the  intention  of  the  American 
General  to  renew  the  hattib  the' next  morning.    For  this 
purpose,  he  passed  the  night  in  his  cloak,  in  the  midst  of 
his  soMiersv  who  lay  on  their  arnis,  close  to  the  British, 
The  letter,  after  eoUeeting  and  removing  their  wounded, 
resumed  their  march,  in  such  order  and  nlence,  that  their 
retreat  was  unobserved  by  the  adjacent  American  troops. 
Sir  Henry  completed  his  retreat  without  further  moiesta- 
tion^-joining  Knyphausen  on  the  unassailable  and  secure 
heights  of  Middletown,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Sandy- 
Hook,  where  Admiral  Howe  was  reacly  to  receive  the  bag- 
gage and  army,  for  transportation  to  New-York. 

The  action  at  Monmouth  was  not  decisive.  The  eneniy 
elaimed  the  victory.  By  his  nocturnal  moveroAit,  how- 
ever, he  tacitly  resigned  the  palm  to  Washington.  The 
loss  of  the  British  exceeded  that  of  the  Americans.*  A^ 
mong  the  slain,  on  the  side  of  the  latter  was  IVIajor  Dick- 
enson, a  brave  Virginian  officer.  The  day  was  so  intensely 
hot  tliat  many  on  each  side,  fell  and  expired  without,  a 
Wound*     Independently  of  their  loss  on  that  occauon,  the 
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June  28. 


•  Clinton  stated  bis  loss  in  dead  and  migsing',  at  four  officers,  smd  184 
privates — his  wounded  at  16  ofBeers,  and  154  privates  Stedman  says  tiie 
same.  Henry  l4ee,  who  was  there,  says  thijt  the  Americans  buried  on  the 
•  field  of  battle  249  firifiah  dead,  \noiher  mistake  of  Gen.  Clintoi'  is  aboiH 
the  moon,  H)n  June  24>  1778,  the  new  moon,  according  to  Poor  WiU*s  Al- 
manack, printed  a^  Philadelphia,  was  at  10  in  the  mofnuigr,  and  on  the  28tli 
«f  June,  it  set  59  minutes  after  10  at  night.  Sir  lleiirj-  writes,*  " I  took  (at 
10  at  night)  advantage  of  the  moon  %ht  to  rcjoii  Kn  phausen."  If  Sir 
Henry  decamped  at  10,  he  had  but  little  advan^ag-e  of  the  moon  setting-  59 
minutes  af^er  10,  and  only  four  davs  old.  If,  as  Washington  sa\s,  he  set 
off  about  13,  he  had  none' at  all.  The  loss  of  the  Americans,  accordJnp:  to 
Marshall,  was  69  killc(! — -1^  wounded— 130  missing",  many  (if  whom  i^ 
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CHAP.    Britiik  tuflbred  erasiderabfy  from  dettfrtifii,  im  Abe  ^ftufiat 

XIII.      of  their  retreat  through  Jersey.     Several  aoWert^  eape* 

.  eiaUy  of  the  foreign  corps,  had  married  in  nuladeipUa ; 

" they  abandoned  tiro  Irtish  standard,  as  soon  as  m  oppor- 

^^^g      tunity  was  offered.     Other  eauses  thinned  tho'eneiDj^'jB 
ranks. 
American         The  American  troops,  and  particplai^  the  eorps  under 
^^^^^       Wayne,  and  the  artillery,  ga^e  at  Monmonth,  aignal  prfMifii 
theHodson.  ^^^  inherent  courage,  heightened  by  that  con&»Niee  .whio|k 
«  experience  and  discipline  never  faU  to  inspire.    The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  the  army,  received  from  Congress 
the  grateful  applause  to  which  they  were  entitled*    The 
American  army  then  moved  onward  to  the  Western  shave 
of  the  Hudson,  with  a  view  to  protect  those  passes^  whiiji 
were  justly  consklered  as  the  Ameriean  ThermopykD. 
Vateof  Ge-       The  retreat  of  Lee  is  generally  allowed  to  have  been 
neralLee.     ^dicious,  necessary,  beneficial.     It  probably  saved  the 
American  advance  from  utter  destruction.    Thv^  far,  ke 
was  entitled  to  the  ap[dause  and  cratitude  of  America; 
4ut  be  Was  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  neglect  in  not  com- 
municating  to  the  Contmander  in  Chief  bis  reasons  for  a 
retrograde  movement,  dictated  by  a  change  of  eircom-  , 
stances  in  the  British  rear,  and  executed  with  a  quiekness 
of  decision  which  did  real  honour  to  his  military  genius; 
he  was  guilty  of  giving  the  pernicious  example  of  insubor- 
dination by  an  unbecoming  and  disrespectful  reply  to  llee 
explanation  demanded  from  him  by  the  same  Commander 
in  Chief,  when  unexpectedly  met  in  the  attitude  of  re- 
treat :  this  second  error  he  aggravated  by  the  haughty 
.    and  resentful  letters  which  he  subseqm  ntlv  addressed  to 
General  Washington.    But  the%  faults  fell  for  short  of 
"  disabifflience  to  orders"  or  "  a  shameful  retreat.'*    The 
ineonsistenoy  of  the  sentence  passed  upon  him  by  the 
court  martial  that  found  him  guilty  of  those  heavy  ehai^;e(| 
has  justly  been  remarked  by  every  historian.    His  blood 
alone  oould  have  atoned  for  such  complicated  guUt — with 
such  a  load  of  criminality  on  his  head,  be  ought  to  have 
been  cashiered  and  shot-^still,  he  was  only  suApended  for 
one  year.     It  was  not  the  punishment — it  was  tlie  imnuta- 
tion,  which  clouded  the  condemned  GenetniPs  intellect, 
and  envenomed  his  heart,  souring  the  natural  irritability 
of  his  tcmj>er  into  a  violent  misanthrophy.    Bitter  and  de- 
lirious invective,  maniac  devotion  to  envy  and  hate^  dark- 
ened the  remainder  of  a  UCSb,  whose  meridian  splendour  had 
promised  a  bright  and  serene  evening.'*    But  whiist  truth 


•  /Major-General  Charles  Lee,  diecl  m  Philadelphia,  of  a  4efluxioD  on  the 
liingR,  Oct  2,  178*2.  liis  last  moments  were  attended  only  by  his  favorite 
Itarwii  servant,  and  Mr.  Oswald,  the  printer,  who  had  served  under  him  as 
an  offic^'.  He  had  taken  lodg^incs  in  th^  Philadelphia  tavern,  called  the 
'"'"'■"*'n::t- waggon,  designed  chiefly  for  the  accommoiiation  of  common 
'«>.    "The  clergy  pf  diflerent  denominations,  the  President  of 


ak«tc1ie§  fif«  iMTttncholy  picture,  let  lite  generoiui  tear  of  C^AF. 
sympathy  blot  it  out!  Let  nothing  of  Lee  be  remembered     XIUL 
Imt  the  eflUlgencc  of  Lis  genius — and  the  essential  serviecs 
nC^hicli  he  rendered  to  the  eause  of  liberty,  especially  in  ■■"*==^ 
ibm  Southern  States !  Indeed,  his  foibles  and  oddities  had      177^ 
Bdiroely  any  effect  in  which  history  is  interested. 

At  the  Tery  time  that  (he  British  army  vas  embarkitir  The  Cowt 
ad  S^nJy  Hook  for  New  York,  an  event  occurred  whioh  P'Estainp 
g^v^  to  the  Americans  the  mastery  of  the  sea,  at  ledst  on  the  c^rtof . 
their  own  coast.    We  have  adverted  to  the  active  mari-  Virginia. 
time  preparations  of  France.    An  important  branch  of  July  5. 
tbese  was  the  equipment  at  Toulon  of  a  fleets  consisting  of 
1^  ships  of  the  hue,  and  four  frigates.    "With  a  eonsidera- 
Ue  Bumberofseamen  and  land-troops  on  board,  that  fleet 
aailed  on  the  13th  of  April.    Adverse  winds  greatly  re- 
tarded its  progress.    It  reached  the  coast  of  Virginia  onljr 
en  the  5th  of  July.    The  Count  D^Estaing  was  aecomp^ 
itied  hy  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  and  the  Chevalier  Gerard,  who 
had  negotiated,  in  the  name  of  his  most  christian  Majesty, 
the  treaties  between  France  and  the  United   States,  and 
been  appointed  to  represent  his  Sovereign  near  the  new 
RepubUo. 

The  destination  of  this  force  was  tlie  Delaware     Had 
net   unpro[ntioas  eireumstances  protracted   the  Count'i^ 
passage  f  o  the  unusual  space  of  eighty- seven  days,  he  would 
nave  found  Lord  Howe  still  ^within  the  Capes  of  ttie  Dela- 
Ware,  with  an  inferior  fleet ;  and  it  is  not  extravagant  to 
suppose  that  a  zealous  and  well-directed  co-operation  with 
the  American  forces,  would  have  terminated  not  only  in  the 
destruotion  of  that  fleet,  but  also  in  the  capture  of  the 
British  army.     But  the   golden    moment  had  telapsed. 
D'Estaing    disappointed    in  his  original   object,  steered  ??*^^'',- 
Northwardly,  and,  on  theiith  of  July,  anchored  off*  New  ^*^*^'^*  . 
Yoi4:,  ioftending  an  attack  on  the  British  fleet  in  the  bar-  j^^y  xi. 
bonr  of  that  place. 

Before  we  trace  his  further  operations,  let  as  turn  our     - 
tyes  to  the  novel  and  interesting  scene,  wtiich  the  reception 
of  the  representative  of  a  friendly  and  powerful  monarch, 
^sented  in  Philadelphia. 

No  sooner  was  intelligence  received  ofthearrival  of  the 
French  Minister*  in  the  Delaware,  on  his  passage  toPhila-  Reception 
dclphia,  where  the  Congress  had  resumed  their  sittings,  p^^^^^u- 


Conp^ess,  several  Members  of  Con^rrcBs,  the  rrcsident  and*somc  Memb«« 
of  the  €k>uncil  of  Pemisylvatna,  his  excellency  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  Mr  Mm'bob,  Secretary  of  tiieBmbassyi  the  Minister  of 
^ii^ance,  General  Baron  Viomeni1|  Diike  de  Lausanne,  the  Minister  at 
War,  and  several  other  officers  of  distinction,  French  and  iVmerican,  and 
a  respectable  concourse  of  citizens  attended  his  funeral,  m^  paid  military 
lionours  to  hia  remaina.*'— Ftr.  Gnx.  Oct.  X9, 1782. 
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CHAP,  than  %  Committee  was  appeiDted  by  that  renerable  Body  to 
XIII.     wak  on  him,  and  a  bouse  prepared  for  his  residence.     A 
publie  audience  was  soon  afterwards  given  him  by  tbe  su- 
preme national  Couneil  of  confederated  America.    Proper 
measures  were  taken  to  impart  to  that  ceremony  a  eelen- 
nit^  and  dignity  woKby  of  the  two  allied  nations.    B.  H^ 
Lee^  and  Samuel  Adams  accompanied  the  Chevalier^  iu  a 
coach  provided  by  Congress^  to  the  htate-HousCf  wbete  he 
was  reeeived  with  open  doors.    Besides  the  niembers  of 
CongresSf  about  two  hundred  Gentlemen  attended  the  aa^ 
dicufC.    Among  these  were  the  Vice  President  and  Meoi* 
hereof  the  Supreme  BxecutiTe  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Stated  se- 
veral foreigners  of  distinction,  and  officers  of  the  srray.  A 
semi'cirole  was  formed  by  the  C Congressional  Deleeates,  at 
one  extremity  of  which  sat  the  President,  and  at  the  other 
the  Representative  of  the  French  Monarch.    The  MiniB- 
ter's  Secretary  delivered  his  Credentials,  after  the  reading 
of  which,  he  himself  arose  and  addressed  Congress  in  the 
following  speech : 


Specdiof 
Mr.  Gerard. 


<<  The  Connexion  formed  by  the  King, 
my  master,  with  the  United  States  uf  America,  is  so  a- 
gi^eeable  to  him,  that  he  could  no  longer  delay  sending 
mv  to  reside  among  you,  for  the  purpose  of  cementing 
it.  It  will  give  his  Majesty  gi*eat  satisfaction  to  team 
that  the  sciitimenls  which  have  shone  forth  on  this  oc- 
casion, justify  that  confidence  with  which  he  has  been 
ins|)jred  by  the  zeal  'and  character  of  the  Commission* 
ers  of^ilic  Uniteil  States  in  France,  the  wisdom  and  for- 
titude which  have  directed  tbe  resolutions  of  Congress, 
and  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  the  people  they 
represent :  a  confidence  which,  you  know,  Gentlen)eo, 
has  been  the  basis  of  that  truly  amicable  and  disinterest- 
ed  system,  on  which  he  has  treated  with  the  United 
States.'* 

^^  It  is  not  his  Majesty^s  fault  that  the  engagements  he 
has  entered  into  did  not  establisli  your  IndependenC'C  and 
repose,  without  the  further  effusion  of  bloody  and  with- 
out agp^ravafing  the  calamities  of  mankind,  whose  lia|>« 
piness  it  is  bin  highest  ambiilun  to  promote  and  seeure. 
But  ffinee  the  hostile  measures  and  designs  of  the  com- 
mon  enemy  have  given  to  engagements  purely  ercntji- 
alf  an  immediate,  positive,  permanent,  and  indissoluble 
force,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  King,  my  master,  that  tbe 
allies  should  turn  their  whole  attention  to  fulfil  those 
e<}g;igenient8  in  tlie  manner  most  useftil  to  the  comninR 
cause,  and  besf  f»alriilafed  to  obtain  that  peace  which 
is  the  object  of  the  alliancOf" 


'  VIR6INXA*  iu 

^  It  is  upon  ttiis  principle  that  ho  has  hastened  to  seiid^  CHAP» 
f <  you  a  powei  fal  assistance^  which  you  owe  only  to  his     XI1I» 

*•  friendshipy  to  the  sincere  regard  he  has  for  every  thing 

**  wlijoh  Isolates  to  the  advantage  of  ihc  United  States^  smgamaKSi 
^^  and  to  his  desire  of  contributing  with  efficacy  to  csta-  ^^^g 
**  blish  your  repose  and  prosperity  upon  an  honourable 
**  and  solid  foundation.  And  further,  it  is  his  expecta- 
*^  lion  that  the  principles  which  may  he  adopted  by  the 
«<  respective  governments,  will  tend  to  strengthen  those 
**  bonds  of  union  which  have  originated  in  the  mutual  in« 
««    lerest  of  the  two  nations/' 

**  The  principal  object  of  my  instructions  is  to  connect 
^f  the  interests  of  France  with  those  of  the  United  States. 
*'  I  flatter  myself.  Gentlemen,  that  my  past  conduct  in^ 
<^  tlie  affairs  why^h  cotieern  thein,  has  already  eonvincett 
<*  you  of  the  determination  1  feel  to  endeavour  to  obey  my 
<*  instructions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deserve  the  conii^ 
J*  dence  of  Congress,  the  friendsliip  of  its  members,  and- 
"  the  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  America.*' 

To  this   address,   Henry  Laurens^    then  President  of 
Congress,  returned  the  following  answer  : 

*^  Sir 

"  The  treaties  between  his  Most  Christian:  Ma-  ^^!^ 
*<  jesty  and  the  Unitd  States  of  America,  so  fully  demon- 
^  sirate  his  wisdom  and  magnanimity,  as  to  command  the 
••  reverence  of  all  nations.  The  virtuous  citizens  of  Ame- 
^  rica  iu  particular,  can  never  forget  his  beneftcent  at- 
*^  tention  to  their  violated  rights,  nor  cease  to  acknow- 
**  ledge  the  hand  of  a  gracious  Providence,  in  raising  them 
^^  up  so  powerful  and  illustrious  a  friend.  It  is  the  hope 
*\  and  opinion  of  Congress,  that  the  confidence  liis  Majcs- 
**  ty  reposes  in  the  firmness  of  tiiese  States  will  receive  ad- 
«*  ditional  strength  from  every  day's  experience. 

**  This  assembly  are  convinced  that,  had  it  rested  solely 
^  with  the  Most  Christian  King,  not  only  the  Independence 
*^  of  tiiese  States  would  have  been  universally  ucknowledg* 
♦«  ed,  but  their  tranquility  fully  established.  We  lament 
"  that  lust  of  domination  which  gave  birth  to  the  preset 
**  war,  and  has  prolouged  and  extended  the  nnseries  of 
''  mankind.  We  ardently  wish  to  sheuth  the  sword  and 
**  spare  the  further  efiVision  of  bl^d;  but  we  are  detcr^ 
'^  mined,  by  every  measure  in  our  power,  to  fulfil  those 
'*  eventual  en^i^agemenls,  which  have  acquitted  positive  and 
"  permanent  force  from  the  hostile  designs  and  measures 
"  of  the  enemy. 

*•  Congress  have  reason  to  l>elicvc  that  the  assisttanoe  so 
**  wisely  and  so  generously  sent,  will  bring  Great-Britain 
*'  to  a  sense  of  justice  and  moderation,  promote  the  conv- 
"*  mon  interests  of  France  4nd  America,  sind  secure  peace 
'^  and  Iraaqulliiy  on  tlie  most  firm  and  honourable  founda^ 


»4  HISTOBY  (JP 

CHAP.    <^  timi ;  tieitii^  c«aii  ft  be  doid)ted  ths/t  AiMeirfco  adMMs- 

XIIL     <^  ter  the  powers  of  govertiment  witbki  Ihe  aereral  States 

^^^^^^  <«  ef  rbis^Uninn^  will  cement  that  eotraeetiM  wkb  the  sub^ 

^**^"'*™^  «<  jeeCs  of  France^  the  ben^fieial  cffbets  of  which  have  al* 

1778      ^^  ready  been  sosensiMy  felt. 

♦*  Sir,'  from  Ihe  experience  we  have  ha*  of  yenr  exer-^ 
'<  tions  to  promote  the  trne  iateresti  of  our  cottntr} ,  at  well 
<<  as  your  own^  it  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  Congresr 
<^  receive  as  the  first  Minister  from  his  Most  Christian  Ma« 
^*  jesty^  a  Ckintleman  whose  past  conduct  aflbrds  a  happy^ 
**  presage  that  he  will  merit  the  confidence  of  this  Body, 
'  ^  the  frien&hip  of  its  Members^  and  die  esteem  of  the 
««  eltlzens  of  America/* 

After  this,  the  Minister  retired^  again  aecompaBied  by 
lifr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Adams.  In  the  weryioon,  a  sfdeadid 
entertainment  was  glTen  liim  by  Congress ;  the  most  re»> 
pectable  citizens  of  Philadelphia^  aud  other  distinguisbed* 
diaracters^  participated  in  the  fete. 

Situated  as  America  then  was»  this  addienee  exhibited 
tb  her  a  spectacle  truly  magniGcent  and  pleasing*  It  gave 
to  her  infant  empire  a  character  of  mataiity ;  it  confirmed 
the  principles  on  which  the  alliance  was  founded,  and  drew 
the  two  nations  dose  to  each  other.  The  appellation  of 
,  ^reryDear,  Great  Friends  and  Allies*'*  by  which  Louis 
XVI  had  addressed  the  Representatives  of  th6  Union,  is 
the  credentials  of  his  Minister,  was  produeti^T.  of  much  po-^ 
pular  enthusiasm ;  it  was  re-echoed  throiigbaut  tbe  eoun^ 
try,  with  blessings  on  the  Monarch  whom  the  people  eon*' 
sidered  as  the  source  of  every  kind  act  towai-ds  America*^ 
The  Gazettes  of  that  day  are  iiUed  with  effusions  in  hia 
praise. 

Unfortunately,  circumstances  did  not  fhvmir  the  early 
exertions  of  France  in  behalf  of  her  Ally.     We  have  sceo 
D'Estaing  baffled  in  his  design  upon  the  British  fleet  in 
the  Delaware.     The  elements  continued  to  thwart  bis 
active,  enterprtzing  spirit.    The  attempt  which  he  mcdff 
tated  against  the  same  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New- York, 
was  soon  ascertained  to  be  impracticable,  the  water  on  th^ 
-   'bar,  at  the  entrance  of  that  harbour,  not  being  of  sufScient 
depth  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  largest  French  ships, 
D'Esuing     without  the  most  imminent  danger.    He,  therefore,  quit^ 
B^Tsimd.      *^  New- York,  without  striking  the  intended  Wow,  steered 
to  the  Southward,  as  ftir  as  tbe  month  of  the  Delaware,  «nd 
suddenly  changing  his  course,  steered  for  Rhode  Island, 
July  29.     »g*io8t  which  an  expedition  had  been  concrened  between 
hira  and  the  Commander  in  Chief.    A  kind  of  fatality 
iM^ems  to  have  attached  itself  to  D'Estaing's  movements. 
The  British  ministry,  apprized  of  liiH  equipment  at  Tou* 
km,  had  detached  Vice- Admiral  B.vron  to  ink^rcept  him* 
The  Count,  however,  passed  the  Siniits  of  Gibralfnr  soon- 
er tli^  had  been  anticipated,  and  Byron  firilowed  him  U 


Attetic)!.    l%eBriltekfl4iradiwia0^fl^t«ir]4iteiiip^    fMAFi 
fHMB  weather— Mpatnted^and  arrived  m  diatress,  on  aiSeat-     XIII. 
ent  and  remote  p«urU  of  the  Amerioan  ooa3t    Soon  after  _^_^^^^^^^^ 
J>^£Idtaiti|;  had  quitted  Sandy-Hook,  four  ships  of  war  «i«*«^ 

ffeaehed  tltat  station,  and  reinforeed  Adoiiral  Howe Ilad      ^^^ 

O^Kstaing  dontinoed  a  few  days  longer  before  New-¥orK» 
these  ships  must,  indubitably  have  yielded  to  his  supe* 
rior  strength. 

A  gainst  Rhode  Island^  an  attaek  had^  for  some  time,  been 
in  contemplation.  G^ieral  Sullivan,  who  eommanded  ia 
Its  ueighbourhoodf.  had,  previously  to  the  arrival  of  the 
j^renoh  fleet,  made  preparation^  for  that  purpose.  Uor 
inspfiily,  two  successful  incursions  of  the  British,  the  ode 
under  Campbell,  and  the  other  under  Eyre,  nearly  annihi- 
lated  the  means  of  transportation  and  hostility,  already  in 
a  aatisfaetory  state  of  forwardness. — With  fresh  ardour^ 
they  had  been  resumed^^and  the  co-operation^  of  the 
French  fleet,  together  with  the  spirited  aid  of  numerous 
▼olunleers  hourly  flockmg  to  Sullivan's  banners,  opened  sitwiien  of' 
ibte  most  flattering  prospect  of  success*  To  ensure  this,  the  afi'ai^  there 
juilitia  of  the  Eastern  States^had  been  called  into  the  field  ; 
and  General  Greene  had  advanced  to  Tiverton,  with  a  de- 
toehment  of  Continental  and  State  tjoops,  and  some  miiip 
4ia.— -Sullivan  was  stationed  on  the  main,  near  the  town  of  ^ 
Pra^idenee^  ^ 

In  Rhode  Island  the  British  Major  Figott  commandeds» 
Re  had  lately  received  considerable  reinforcements  from 
New  York ;  six  thousand  ohoice  troops  now  composed  the 
garrison.— Concentrating  his  forces,  Pigott  abandoned 
Connecticut  Island,  and  some  works  which  lie  had  erected 
at  the  North  end  of  Rhode  Islaad,  to  prevent  invasion 
from  the  adjacent  Continent. — AU  his  force  was  collected 
in  Newport. 

D'Estain^  blocked  up  the  three  entrances  to  Rhode  f^ 
land.  At  sight  of  his  squadron,  the  British  consigned  to 
the  flames  several  small  gallics  and  frigates,  employed  ia 
guarding  those  passages.  This  alone  could  prevent  them 
from  becoming  the  prey  of  the  French. 

A  plan  of  joint  assault  was  arranged  by  the  Cbunt  and 
Sullivan.  On  the  8th  of  August,  U'Estaing  entered  the  August  a 
liarbour,  receiving  and  returning  tbe  fire  of  the  British 
batteries  as  lie  passed  ihemf  and  anchored  at  a  smsUl  dis- 
tance from  Newport.  Some  unlucky  delays  prevented 
Sullivan  from  landing  on  that  day*  in  conformity  with  the 
arrangement  before  noticed,  i'he  next  day  was,  there- 
fore, mutually  agreed  upon,  for  the  att;ick  thus  inevitably 
postponed — ^The  pnnctUious  delicacy  of  military  charac- 
ters, ospoeially  in  (he  service  of  monarehs,  where  rank  and 
tiile^  and  grade,  and  the  etiquette  attendant  on  them,  ac- 
quire' an  importance  unknown  in  Republics,  produced 
tranbient  ill-humour,  chiefly  on  the  part.of  theiiountA  who 
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CHAP,    probably WASother^lse  ehagrined  a<  the  enfless  ditappoiBt* 
XUL      ments  of  his  ill-fated  enterprize. — Harinony^   however, 
was  soon  restored  |  nnd  every  lliing  appeared  in  readiness 
""' .      '      for  the  operaUons  of  the  succeeding  ciay.    At  dawn,  the 
i778       'W'hole  American  s^rniy  landed  on   the  North  extremity  uf 
Rhode  Island^  and  immediately  prepared  for  (he  exei$Utioa 
August  9.      ofthe  concerted  «Uaek,     At  this  monn-nt,  a  British  dcet 
appeared  in  sight,  and  diew  the  entire  attention  of  the 
French  commamler.     Lord  Howe*  vith  a  force  now  in* 
creased  to  eight  line  of  battle-sliips,  five  ships  of   fifty 
guns,  two  of  fori y- four  guns,  and  four  frigates,  with  three 
nre-slups,  (wo  bombs,  au<1  a  number  of  smaller  veaselsR 
had  e^nie  ou(  of  the  harbour  before  New  Yoi  ky  dctermiiied 
to  hazard  an  engagement  with  (he  Count,  for  the  relief  of 
Newport.     After  sailing  close  in(o  the  land*  and  eomiiiu* 
nieating  with  the  garrison,  he  came  to  an  anchor  off  Point 
TVEstamg     Judithji^a  litde  to  the  Southward.     When  Admiral  ItowHi 
POTt^ofiSit  fi'^K^^pp^ared,  the  wintl  blew  directly  into  the  hai'bour. 
Lord  Howe.  This  circumstance  chained  D'Estaiug  to  his.^tatioDy  and 
August  10.    prevented  his  closing  with  Howe.     The  next    morning, 
however,  the  wind  suddenly,  changed  (o  the  North- East  ^ 
ami  the  Frem*h  A dmiraK  eagerly  seizing  on  this  favoura-  - 
bleeireumstance,  immediately  sailed  out  of  the  harltour^ 
and  forming  his  Stilus  in  orcVr  of  battle,asheeameout,  bore 
down  upon  the  Bijltish  fleet.     Lord  Howe  Judged   it  pro* 
dent  to  decline,  a  Conflict  in  which,  beside  the  weather 
S*^g^»  ^»9  opponent  possessed  the  advantage  of  superior 
Asftlinsc*  weight  of  metal.     He,  therefore,   weighed  anchor,    and 
tl^flTets.*    stood  to  the  Southward.     D'Kstaing  hastened  to  pnrsue  , 
him,  and  the  two  fleets  soon  were  beyond  the  i*cach  of  tlie 
eye. — ^For  nearly  two  days,  this  retreat  and  this  pursuit 
Augustll.'   continued.^ — Suddenly,  a  most  tren^cndous  slorra  arose,  and 
parted  theliostile  fleets,  when,  at  last,  on  the  point  of  com-, 
ing  to  action.     Such  was  the  vehemence  of  the  wind,  and 
such  the  fury  of  the  sea,  that  even  the  individual  ships  of 
each  squadron  were  separated  and  dispersed.     When  the 
violence  of  the  storm  abated,  each  Admirel  eodeavouredy 
but  in  vain,  to  collect  his  scattered  squadron.    A  few  days, 
however,  brought  the  two  fleets  to  the  harbours  of  New 
York  and  Newport. 

During  theirdispersion,  single  vessels  accidentally  met ; 
partial  Insult  and  injury  ensued  ;  but  no  important  capture  * 
was  made.  The  Renown,  of  fifty  guns,  fell  in,  on  the  c- 
vening  of  the  IStli,  with  the  Languedoe,  D^Estiiiiig*s  own 
ship,  of  ninety  guns,  so  much  damaged .  by  the  tempest 
that  she  was  without  eidier  masts  or  rudder.  The  Count 
ordei*ed  an  American  Pilot,  then  on  boTird,  to  hail  the  ap- 
proaching vessel.  No  answer  was  returned  ;  but  the  1^ 
nown,  wiUi  full  siiil,  vuhning  close  under  the  stem  of  (he 
Fianguedoe,  Ffnldenly  fsoisltMl  Kngh«h  colours,  poiiird  in 
all  her  fire,  and  precipitately  retiietK     The  insulted  shfp 
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4|pfiliarg0d  tu^  ehAse  gons,  and  no  ftirtbep  atteid|it  vas    ^.j^^* 
made  against  her.    Tie  same  eveoinjf,  the  Preston  of  50     i-lU- 
guns,  attackexl  ihe  Tonnant  of  80  ^una^  with  hep  main-mast  __^^^ 
only  staniKn^  :  a  fierce  contest  began^  hut  darkness  soon  **^^^^ 
p^t  an  end  to  its  rage.    On  the  I6ih,  the  Csesar,  a  FremeU      177.  t 
W.  fell  in  with  the  Isis,  a  British  ship  of  60  guns^engaged  ^      ^  |^a 
lier— yand  ^oiiU  have  taken  her,  had  not  some  other  En-   ^^^'  ^ 
glish  ships  hoye  in  sight  *^    The  oireumstanee  induced  the 
OmsiMT  to  put  before  the  wind,  arid  leav«  the  Isis  oon^ide- 
raWy  iigured  in  her  mnsU^  sails,  and  rig^ng.  Much  prow- 
e»»  was  displayed  on  both  sides  |  brif  thedamage  in  killeA  * 

ftfid  wonndfid*  fell  ohiefly  00  the  Caesar* 

On  land«  tho  rage  of  the  tempest  was,  no  less  fatal  thaa 
on  sea.    On  the  l^th  an  intense  rain  began  to  fall,  aer 
oompanied  with  a  furious  wind ;  during  the  night,  the  hor- 
rors of  the  storm  increased,  and  a«^  neither  mai^uee  nor 
tent  could  stand,  both  the  officers  and  soldiers  remained 
exposed  to  aH  its  violence,  without  cover  of  any  kind. 
The  ground  was  so  wet  that  they  could  not  lay  on  it  thei^ 
wearied  frames ;  and  the  wind  blew  with  sueh  impetuosit]|R| 
as  to  render  it  difficult  for  them  to  stand  up.     Several  of' 
the  soldiers  perislied  ib  the  storm  ;  many  horses  died  ;  the 
greatest  part  of  the  muskets  became  unfit  for  use  3  a  vast 
quanlity  of  ammunition  was  irreparably  damaged  ^  in 
ihart,   the  situation  of  the  army  was  truly  deplorable. 
The  British  garrison,   haying  been  screened  under  the 
roofs  of  Newport,  or  in  their  works  from  the  severity  of    , 
the  tempest,  were  fresh,  alert,  and  vigorous.     Had  they,  ^^    ^^  ^ 
as  soon  as  the  weather  cleared  up,  assailed  the  enfeebled, 
distressed,  dispirited  Americans,  it  is  supppsed  that  the 
result  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  latter.    They  re- 
mained inactive,  however  ;  and  Sullivan's  army,  soon  re- 
covering their  late  alacrity  and  vigour,  began  their  ap- 
5 roaches  towards  the  British  linrt,  anxiously,  yet  confi- 
ently  looking  for  the  return  of  the  French  fleet. 

It  re-appeared  on  the  i9th  ;  but  D'Estaing  was,  by  his 
instructions,  peremptorily  directed  to  sail  for    Boston^  August  19. 


•  We  follow  Heath's  account,  as  he  conversed  with  the  officers  of  the 
Caesar,  sooiLa*^*^  The  O^tam  of  the  Caesar  was  not  tlie  celebrated  Bon- 
rainville,  s5  Stedman  says.  His  name  was  Rahnondls.  «*  On  lii^  bcinp^ 
Broueht  up  to  Boston,  our  General  paid  him  a  visit,  and  expressed  to  him 
his  reeret  for  the  arm  he  had  lost ;  to  which  the  Caplaip  replied,  altlioiij^h 
rtny  weak  through  the  great  loss  of  blood  he  had  sustained,  that  he  was 
ready  to  lose  tuSiOther  arm  in  the  cause  of  the  Americans." 

Heath^B  Mmoin,  page  192. 

And  Heath,  throughout  whose  work,  there  runs  an  admirable  vein  of  jre- 
nuine  sensibility  and  soldier-like  candour,  thereupon  exclaims,  "Remem- 
ber this,  ye  Americans,  in  future  times  !'* 

Rannondb  got  well  at  Boston,  aad  returned  to  France  soon  after  in  the 
f^^gate  IVt* *wicmc^,  v;Ith  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette. 
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CIIAP.  should  toy  disaster  befall  his  fleets  or  a  superior  BritisB 
XIIi«  naval  force  appear  on  the  coast.  The  effects  of,  the  late 
.  storm  on  several  of  his  ships^  and  the  well  ascertained  ar- 

"  rival  of  several  ships  of  war  at  New-York,  had  induced  bis 

i77S      officers  unanimously  to  advise  strict  obedience  to  the  letter 
of  his  instructions.    Jealousy,  it  appears,   prompted  these 
insstain^  officers  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  the  Count,  and  to  obstruct^ 
g^^to      whenever  a  plausible  motive  occurred,  the  advancement 
•***^^'^        of  his  military  fame.    The  Count  was  properly  a  land  offi- 
cer ;  and  his  upiiointment  over  them,  in  a  naval  capaci^^ 
*  Uiey  silently,  but  dee^y  resented.    Thus  situated,  D'Es^ 

taing  found  it  necessary  to  comply  with  his  instructions, 
and  to  retire  to  Boston,  for  the  purposes  of  reSttinghis  . 
shattered  fleet.     In  this  resolution,  when  once  declared, 
be  inflexibly  persisted  ;  neither  the  intreaties  of  La  Fayette, 
nor  the  remonstrances  of  Sullivan  and  Greene,  could  in* 
duce  him  to  deviate  from  his  determination. 
This  Pleasure  rendered  impracticable  the  Immediate  re^ 
action  of  Newport;  nay,  the    situation  of  the  Ameriean 
_lrmy  now  l>c<?aine  insecure.    The  numerous  volunteers 
who  had  joiued  it,  dislieaHened-  by  the  departure  of  the 
fleet,  daily  went  home  in  great  numbers,  so  that  the  foreo 
wliieh  ultimately  remained  was  scarcely  equal  to  the  Bri» 
tish  garridOR.    It  ^as  rumoured,  too,  that  Sir  Henry  CKa* 
ton  had  left  New  York  with  four  thousand  men,  to  relieve 
Sullivan  rai- ^^®^*^  Island.    It  was,  therefore,  resolved  tO  raise  the 
se8tliesie|(!e  siegc  of  Ncw-port  and  retire  to  the  North  end  of  the  b« 
of  Newport  land,  there  to  wait  for  the  return  of  D*£staing,  who  was 
now  moored  in  Nantasket  road« 

To  ^fibct  (his,  Srtilivan  took  judicious  measures.    He 
directed  the  works  on  tbo  Northern  extremity  of  the  Island 
to  be   repaired  and   strengthened:  sent  off  the  heaviest 
parts  'of  his  baggage  to  die  main,  where  a  strong  post  was 
secured.    Afler  this,  he  silently  evacuated  the  camp  be- 
fore Newport,  in  the  night,  and  ^ined  a  march  of  9eve^ 
ral  hours,  unobserved  by  the  British  army,  leaving  be- 
Augiistsa.    iiinij  him  parties  of  llglit  troops  to  cover  his  retreat,  by 
skirmishing  with  the  British  troops,  as  they  should  ad- 
vance.   Thus  the  main  body  was  enabled  to  form  an  en- 
campment on  the  advantageous  ground  in  view,  withont 
UioBiTwS    any  molestation.    When  day  light  discovered  tWs  move- 
ment to  the  enemy,  they  advanced  with  their  whole  foroe 
August  29.    in  two  4'olumns.    The  American  Kgitt  troops,  keeping  op 
a  rctrcatinj^  fire,  slowly  fell  back  on  the  main  array,  now 
arran.ii^ed  faraeUon  on  the  ground  of  their  encampment. 
The  enemy  formed  on  Quaker  Hill,  a  favourable  position 
in  front  of  the  AnuTicun  line.    They  then  began  a  can- 
nonade, whiofi  was  rriurned  with  donble   force.     Several 
skirmishes  tonk  place  between  the  ad  vanced  patties.     Two 
ships  of  war  and  some  small  armed  vessels  of 'bts British » 
having  gained  the  right  iLmk-of  the  Ameriean^i  and  cixm- 
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I  ft  fire^tbe  enemy  bent  their  whole  foree  that  way-—    I2HAP. 
twiee  they  attempted  to  dislodge  General  Greene,  who  eom-      XIIL 
jnanded  the  right  wing,  from  an  advaneed  redoubt — twice  ^^^^^ 
they  were  driven  back  in  great  eonfusion— in  greater  num-  *=="= 
bers,  they  made  a  third  attempt — timely  aid  was  sent  for-      ±77 s 
ward,  and  baf&ed  their  most  obstinate  efforts.— They  re- 
tired, in  disorder,  to  the  high  ground  whioh  they  had  first 
occupied,    leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  behind  them. 
In  that  affair,  the  American  troops  displayed  admirable 
firmness,  and  intrepidity,  preserving  in  the  faee  of  the  ene- 
my the  esJm  and  regular  attitude  of  veterans.    The  praise      ©etj^ats 
bestowed  by  Sullivan  both  on  his  officers  and  his  men,  was  irom  lihocU 
merited.— His  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  amoun-^  Island 
ted  to  211.    It  was  greatly  exceeded  by  that  of  the  Bri-    Auguit30. 
tish. 

The  next  morning,  undoubted  intelligenQiD  was  received 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  approaching  with  the  expeete4 
reinforcement.  It  was  likewise  ascertained  that  a  lon^ 
time  must  elapse  before  the  return  of  the  French  Squa- 
dron* Under  these  circumstances,  the  situation  of  the 
army  scarcely  allowed  one  moment  for  deliberation  A 
retreat  became  imperiously  necessary  ;  but  to  retreat  in 
the  face  of  an  enemy  equal,  ifnot  superior  in  numliers,  and 
with  impunity  to  cross  from  an  Island  to  the  main,  was  an 
arduous,  ifnot  impracticable  undertaking*  Stratagem  ae- 
eomplished  it.  Throughout  the  day,  Sullivan  exhibited  ' 
every  appearance  of  an  intention  to  maintain  his  ground, 
and  so  soon* as  the  night  spread  its  shades,  silently  struck 
his  tents,  and  before  two  in  morning,  the  whole  army  had 
erossed  over,  unperceived  by  the  enemy.  The  troops  were 
stationed  along  the  coast,  between  Tiverton  and  Provi- 
dence. 

The  Marquis  De  La  Payette  arrived  about  12  at  night  ^^  ^^j^ 
^  from  Boston,  where  he  had  gone  to  solicit  the  speedy  re-  Fuyeue. 
*  turn  of  the  fleet.  We  have  already  adverted  to  the  cha- 
Taeter  of  the  Marquis.  Nature  had  largely  endowed  hi  m  with 
that  ardency  of  soul  that  delights  in  gn^at  enterprizes, 
and  aspires  to  fame  by  splendid  personal  atchievements. 
Bhode  Island  he  had  considered  as  a  theatre  on  which  he 
might  display  his  courage,  both  under  the  eye  of  iiis  country- 
men, and  that  of  a  people  whose  idol  his  bewitching  afTabi- 
lity,  as  well  as  his  mai*tial  ardour  and  his  zeal  in  their 
cause,  had  rendered  him.  The  unavoidable  retreat  of  the 
French  fleet  had  snatched  the  laurel  from  his  grasp.  He 
was  now  still  more  sepsibly  mortifled  at  his  absence  from  the 
field  of  action  on  tlie  29th.  He  had  rode  to  Boston,  a  dis- 
tance of  70  miles,  in  7  hours ;  he  returned  in  G  hours  and 
a  half,  just  in  time  to  have  the  charge  tf  the  rear-guard 
on  the  retreat. — In  the  approbation  of  Congress,  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  the  nation,  Sullivan  and  bis 
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even  wben  fortune  disappoints  its  primary  «^e^tB. 

To  produce  the  faUure  of  this  expediCidn,  a  itttiltililde  iX 
extraordinary  and  improbable  oircumsta'noe^*  ttfinst  evi- 
dently have  e^neui^d.  When  it  was  ond^rtakeftt,  its  atie^ 
eess  apiieared  certain  even  to  the  least  sanf^nhie.  Aeeoiv 
dingly,  the  disapiiointinent  caused  by  its  unfbrtuttate  i^aiM 
was  keenly  felt,  especially  in  the  northei^  States»vhoe% 
exertions  to  promote  a  happier  result,  hdd  been  ardelA 
aui)  fifihstantial.  The  chagrin  experienced  on  th^  oeeasfott 
▼e.it<?d  itself  in  ill  timed  and  impolitic  mnrmnrs  actiinst  the 
f^rencli  Admiral,  to  whose  retreat  the  whole  evu  was  at> 
trihuted.  The  Count,  however,  in  the  distressed  state  tif 
bis  fleet,  and  tied  down,  as  he  was  to  the  letter  of  his  iii-> 
struetions,  bvthe  watchful  jealousy  of  his  officers,  and  1^ 
the  nature  of  a  service  which  admitted  of  no  c(Mapl^mise 
with  positive  orders,  and  established  rules,  could  seareely 
ha^e  acted  otherwise.  Want  of  spirit  coidd  not  be  im- 
puted to  him  ;*  nor  could  he  be  charged  with  an  indii^io- 
Bition  to  promote  ^the  triumph  of  the  common  cause. 
Washington,  Hancock,  Heath>  and  other  infldential  etmrae^ 
ters»  saw  all  this ;  they  saw  likewise  the  fatal  effects  ^threa- 
tened by  mntual  irritation.  Their  prudent  and  tenqie- 
Tate  measures,  together  with  those  of  Congress  and  Oe 
council  of  Massachusetts,  succeeded  in  speedily  reBtoring 
barmony  and  cordiality  between  the  French  and  die  Ame> 
tieans ;  and  those  accidental  feuds  and  jealotfsies,  which 
the  enemies  of  the  common  cause,  both  internal  and  ex^ 
ternal,  would  have  rejoiced  to  see  converted  into  a  serious 
rupture,  happily  vanished,  after  clouding  for  a  moment  the 
bright  prospects  which  the  alliance  had  opened. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  in  Rhode  Island  the  day  af- 
ter it  was  evaluated.  Disappointed  in  cutting  off  SulU- 
van^s  retreat,  he  steered  back  towards  New  York,  and,  ou 
his  way  planned  an  expedition  against  New  London.  Ad- 
verse winds  opposed  his  design ;  he.  therefore^  continued  bb 
,  route,  leafing  the  fleet  and  the  troops  on  board,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Grcneral  Gray,  with  orders  to  proceed 
^sr  wardly  upon  asimilar  expedition  in  Buzzards  Bay.  llieae 
orders  were  executed  with  promptitude  and  success.  En- 
tering  Acushnet  river.  Gray  burnt  and  destroyed  all  tiie 
ships  he  could  reach — surrendered  to  the  flames  theTowBS 
of  Bedford  and  Fair  ^aven,  a  numlier  of  si  ore-houses,  and 
a  Fort  on  tlie  Eastern  bank — cariying  off  the  most  valua- 
ble part  of  his  booty,  and  destroying  the  rest  Thence  he 
proceeded  lo  Martha's  Vineyard,  where  he  repeated  the 
same  predatory  warfare — sparing  nothing,  disarming  the 
inhabitants,  &c.  with  the  speed  of  the  freebooter,  retiring 


*  D'Estaing'  offered  to  lead  hh  troops  to  Rhoi!e-lsIr»nd  ;  but  of  the  flecf, 
ia  its  present  states  he  could  not  dispose. 
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AtrMpeditkm  agdhurt IMteEgg Httrlm«r»  on Ae fibst 
e^ost  of  Nc^w  Jemey ,  wiks  soon  afterwards  pianned  aod  ese-    ' "  '■ 
Stkt&i  vitK  emsumstailoei  alone  6itffic*ii^t  to  sbew  thiiit  Bri- 
t»ti8  BO  lod^r felt  **  tbe  piMe,  potnp,  and  vireamstaBee  ^     ^77t 
^loriotts  waCr»  that  makes  ambilion  virtue.''*  To  favour  thki 
-expedition,  and  at  the  ^me  time,  to  {iroenrte  forage,  it  was 
ladged  expedteht  to  put  in  motinn  the  main  British  army. 
It  adrikneed  in  two  divisions.    One  of  these,  headed  iff 
CornwaHis,  marehed  along  the  western  bonk  of  the  Hudson, 
into  the  eomitry  of  New  Jersey,  and  took  a  position  nettr 
Newinidge,  on  the  Haekendaek.    The  other,  under  Knyp- 
Imusen,  proceeded  to  a  pat*allel  situation,  on  the  eastern    ' 
tnde  of  the  North  river.     Flat  bottomed  boats  attended 
tiieip  movements,  ready  for  an  etentual  junction,  if  the  An 
te«rioan  army  should  threaten  either  column.    General 
Washfaigton,  however,  confecturing  the  real  object  of  this 
advance,  contented  himself  with  detaching  several  parties 
to  cover  the  country,  protecting  at  tbe  same  time  the  im- 
fortacnt  ])asses  on  the  Highlanos  with  his  usual  solieitodo* 
/Colonel  Baylor,  of  Virginia,  lately  Aid-de-camp  to  Ge-  Surprise  & 
neral    Washington,  now  commanded  one  of  three  regi^  ^^^^^ 
-sients  of  light  dragoons,  raised  upon  the  particular  recom-  ^^t* 
mendation  of  the  Comnmnder  in  Chief,  who  duly  appreei* 
ated  the  importance  of  Cavalry.    His  regiment  had  been 
stationed  at  Paramos ;  but  Baylor,  preferring  a  post  where 
he  covdd  better  observe  the  enemy,  and  procure  tiie  earliest 
s^Uigence  of  their  mpvements,  and  not  confined  by  his  or- 
ders to  his  original  post,  had  crossed  the  Hachensack,'and 
taken  quarters  at  Old  T:^apan,  or  Herring-Town,  a  small 
village  not  very  distant  from  another  called  New  ^Faapan, 
where  a  body  of  militia  had  been  posted*.    Of  this  some  dis- 
affected inhabitants  conveyed  intelligence  to  Cornwallis ; 
and  a  plan  was  immediately  formed  to  cut  off"  both  Baylor's 
«orps  and  the  militia.    The  destruction  of  the  first  was 
oommitted  to  the  sanguinary  Gray :  that  of  the  second  tp 
Xiieatenant  Colonel  Campbell,  who,  for  that  purpose,  wa^^ 
detached  from  Rnyphausen's  division,  with  a  coiisiderablc 
pat*ty.    Delays  in  the  execution  of  this  part  of  the  plan, 
and  seasonable  information  of  the  impending  blow,   saved 


•  '*  It  is  not  the  least  of  our  misfortunes  that  the  strenj^h  and  character 
^'xifvxtt  army,  are  thus  impaired.  Familiarized, with  the  horrid  sce«e»  oi* 
•  savage  cruel  t}',  it  can  nr.  longer  boast  of  the  noMe  and  generous  princi- 
**  pies  which  dijmify  a  soldier.  No  longfcr  jrou  spnpathize  with  the  digni- 
**  tyof  the'royal  banner,  nor  feel  the  pride,  pomp  and  circumstance  df  glo- 
**  rions  war,  that  makes  ambition  virtue.  What  makes  ambition  virtnc  ? — 
**l"hc  sense  of  honour.  But  is  this  sense  of  honour  consistent  with  the 
**  spirit  ofplunderortbe  practice  ot*  murder  ?  can  it  flow  firom  meicenruy 
**ai'>tiTe9,  oipr.)mpt  to  cruel  decd««?'* 

Earl  of  Chuthanty  in  ths  Ilouxe  of  Lords,  Mvember  2%  1777. 
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ttie  teilitia ;  bat  Baylor  and  hift(Ini|^>M9  yrer^  doomed  €o 
experieiR*e  the  merciless  rage  of  an  untpariag  foe. 

Guided  by  some  of  the  countrj'  people,  wbo  possessed  a«» 
eiirate  local  knowledge,  the  party  under  Gray  9  took  a  civ^ 
eukous  route,  eluded  the  natroles,  fell  in  the   rear  of   m^ 
Sergeanl's  guard,  stationeii  at  a  bridge  over  the  Uaekeo* 
sack,  and  captured  or  killed  the  whole,  without  gimgaay 
alarm  to  the  regiment.    The  surprise  of  the  corps  was  iheat 
easily  eifected ;  and  thus  far  Gray  is  eutitied  to  the  praise  «rf* 
«  bold,  active,  and  able  partizan  ;  but  what  followed  hufsat'' 
laehed  to  his  name,  the  indelible  stigma  of  unnecessai*y  and 
H'anton  barbarity.  He  had  ordered  his  men  to  give  no  quar- 
-ters,  caused  the  charges  to  he  drawn  out  of  their  ilreloeks^ 
<ind  the  flints  taken  out,  that  tliey  might  be  constrained  t» 
^»e  their  bayonets  only.    The  regiment  were  asleep  in  a 
barn  5  there  the  British  rushed  upon  them — ^and,  like  in- 
furiated assassins  regardless  of  the  honoural>le  name  and 
character  of  soldiers,  regardless  of  the  sacred  rules  of  ci- 
vilized war,  which  uphold,  instead  of  excluding  the  tender 
claims  of  humanity,  bayoneted  all  they  fell  in  with* — 
although  the  Americans,  in  their  disarmed,  imclad,  de- 
fenceless condition  called  for  quarter.    Out  of   104  pri- 
vates, then  present,  sixty- seven  were  killed,  wounded  and 
taken.    Had  Grey's  orders  been  strietly  executed,  no  pri- 
soners would  have  been  made ;  but  one  of  his  Captains 
whose  name  ought  to  have  been  preserved,  had  the  siiUinie 
courage  to  disobey  them ;  he  gave  quarter  to  the  whole 
fourth  troop,  not  a  man  of  which  was  hurt,  except  two  thai 
happened  to  be  on  guard  at  the  bridge.    Among  the  prisjoi^ 
ers,  w  ere  Colonel  Baylor  and  Major  Clough,  both  wound- 
ed with  tlie  bayonet,  the  first  dangerously,  theseconti  mor^ 
tally.    The  avenging  blow  struck,  three  dajs  after,  at  Do- 
aop's  corps  by  Butlci*  and  Lee,  in  some  degree,  compen- 
sated for  this  mournful  event.    The  expedition  against  1  il- 
tie  Egg-Harbour,  which  the  joint  movement  of  Cornwallis 
and  Knyphausen  had  partly  been  made  to  promote^  waft 
completely  successful.    Jt  wore  the  same  character  of  tle- 

Eredationand  violence  as  the  rarages  before  spread  on  the 
anks  of  the  Acushnet,  and  at  Martha's  Vinej'artl :  and  e- 
vinccd  a  disposition  to  change  a  war  of  cottqiiest  into  a  war 
of  revenge.  Oneof  its  mast  meniomble  features  was  the 
incidental  surprise  and  barbarous  treatment  of  Pulaski's 
infantry.  Tli^t  brave  Pole,  sp  ardent,  so  persevering  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  had,  after  resi.i^ing  the  command  rf 
the,  cavalry,  solicited  and  obtainetl  permission  to  foi*m  a  le- 


•  Congress  directM  an  enqiiiiy  to  be  made  into  this  horrid  transacn- 
on.  Depositiniw  were  taken  accoVdinprly,  and  published  to  "he  world.  To 
relie\'e  those  feel  ing;s  ofindij»T^.it  in  and  disgust,  wWch  the  aj;^in*^vatiiig 
eirciunstances  of  inhuroanitv  atiendant  on^at  «Mr^/tw,  excite  in  oiir  breast, 
we  turn  from  theodaous  suhjirct^  but  refer  the  reader  to  the  JRenwmbrGncer, 

for  irra 
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^nary  corps  o^hone^  to  wbich  sonde  infitiitry  Was  sttacb*  CHAR, 
ed.     He  now  lay  within  eigbt  or  ten  mUes  fpom  the  coast.     XUL 
His  position  was  betrayed  to  the  enemy  by  a  British  descr-      - 
t^r,  who  had  been  admitted  into  the  legion^  as  an  oiBeer»  ^''^^^^^^^ 
and  whom  some  unknown  oause^  at  this  time^  induced  to  re-      j^f^ 
tnra  to  his  countrymen.    With  rapidity  md   success,   a 
eompleto  surprise  of  the  Count's  infantry  was  effected  $ 
but  on  this  occasion  also,  no  quarter  was  giTcn  ;  and  again 
relentless  fury  stained  the  laurels  of  the  victor."*^ 

JByron  had  arrived  at  New-York,  about  the  jnMdle  of 
September.    After  refitting  his  squadron,  he  sailed  in  quest     Oct  1& 
of  U'Blstaing.  Another  tremendous  storm  drove  him  firom 
the  Bay  of  Boston,  and  considerably  injured  his  ships.  To 
repair  them,  he  found  it  necessary  to  steer  for  Newport. 
s  8ei2itig  this  favourable  moment,  D'Estsdng  put  out  to  sea,  ^^^^ 
and  directed  his  course  to  the  West- Indies,  where  his  gov-  westlndiea 
emment  had  instructed  him  to  act  during;  the  winter.    On 
the  same  day,  a  detachment  of  ^,000  troops  eommanded  by  November  a 
.  Gen.  Grant,  sailed  from  Sandy-Hook  for  the  West-Indies 
siso,  under  the  escort  of  Commodore  Hotham,  with  six  ^^J^|?f^ 
ships  of  war.    Towards  the  eJose  of  November,  another  ti^i  uid  th^ 
embarkation  took  place  at  New- York,  for  the  State  of  Americans 
^teorgia,  whose  climate  would  admitNof  active  operations  ^^^^ 
during  the  approaching  winter.    It  was  considered  by  the  ^^    ' 
British  Commander  in  Chief  as  the  weakest  part  of  the 
Union ;  and  he  had  arranged  a  plan,  for  its  reduction  as 
soon  as  the  French  fleet  should,  1^  its  departure,  leave  the 
American  coast  unprotected,    l^e  3,000  troops  detached  ' 

fer  this  service  were  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  \ 

Campbell,  and  the  naval  force  by  Commodore  Hyde  Par-  jf 

ker.     Lord  Howe  had  sailed  for  Europe;  and  Admiral  j 

Gambier  assumed  his  command.    The  season  of  activity  i  ^ 

had  now  elapsed,  and  notwithstanding  the  detachments  i 

just  mentioned,  there  still  remained  in  New- York  a  force  ; ; 

adequate  to  its  effectual  protection.    The  American  army,  *i  .* 

ttierefore,  retired  into  Winter-Qtiarters — ^the  main  body 
was  stationed  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson,  about  West- 
.Point  and  Mfddlebrook — ^the  light  troops  nearer  the  lines--- 
.  and  with  a  view  to  recruit  the  horses,  the  cavalry  extended 
int6  the  interior  country.  Again  the  troops  passed  the 
winter  in  huts— but  the  distresses  of  Valley-Forge  recur- 
^  not«4arge  supplies  of  clothing  lately  obtained  from 
Prance— substantial  improvements  in  the  Quarter-Master 
and  MMical  departments — and,  above  all,  active  and  in-  * 
eessanri^Plention  on  the  part  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
to  the  comfort  or  hi!»  beloved  troops,  obviated  the  return 


•  Stcdman  ttlls  us  that  the  B<*Itish,  in  this  aifiir  W^e  highly  imt«t«d 
^onr  intelligence  that  Pulaski  had  determinetl  to  give  no  quarter,  and  that 
«^  inunigence  aftcrwjw^  proved  to  be  false.  la  thi»  Way  he  nccusM 
^^  butchtjy.    Can  he  be  scrioiia  ? 


M^  HI&TOBT  OF 

CHAP.    etHkose  nournfial  seeiies  ^wthifih,  at  ike  (»m]nanoem«nt  of 

SILL      the  preoediog  vii^r,  had  exhibited  the  defenders  t^  f  hefr 

eewsCryin  a  eeoditioii  which  tbceatened  more  than  osaa 

^'^Bsa^m  ii^  i^^j  dissolation  of  the  avroy,  aad  to  which  noae  buto 

1778      ^"^^  ^^'^^  armed  Sb  such  a  eause^  eoald  have  been  recon^ 

oiled. 

Before  France  took  a  decided  share  in  (he  war,  I^ 
Fajeite  entirely  devoted  himself  to  the  s«Hr?iee  of  Amejshr, 
ca;  a  sense  of  duly,  as  weH  as  patriotic  atlaehments,  m^w 
mauie  hin^  desirxms  of  fighting;  the  battlaa  of  his  Kio^  ^id 
his  native  eountry,  in  whatever  place  his  government  wight 
direct.    He  cherished  a  iiope  that  circiunslaJiees  w«nld. 
second  his  wishes,  mid  bring  him  back  to  serve  the  eomnnn 
eattse,  among  those  whose  friehdship  he  had  obtained,  an4 
for  whose  welfare  he  continued  to  &el  the  moat  aitxioiia 
solieitude.    As  soon  as  the  campaign  was  etosedf  he  iiUt- 
mated  his.  desire  Jlq  Congress,  not  with  ik  view  entirely  to- 
dissolve  his  military  connexion  with  America,  hnt  solicit- 
lag  only  k  furlough.    On  this  occasion,  esteem,  gratitude^  . 
and  affection  for  the  eiqptivating  young  foreign^,  wer« 
eonqrieuously  manifested  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the. 
Congress,  the  army,  and  the  people.    He  obtained  nnli- 
nited  leave  of  absence<*-and  the  most  flattering  resolntiona 
were  passed  by  the  Congress,  to  express  to  him  and  to  the 
world,  their  high  sense  of  his  merit  and  services.    Ete  sait 
ed  firom  Boston  in  the  Continental  frigate  the  Alliance, 
on  the  6th  of  January,  1779*  , 

Such  were  the  principal  transactums  on  the  sea-coast  oiiA 
America,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.    In  the  West, 
Indian  ferocity,  and  civil  discord,  hatl  gifen  to  the  war  a 
still  more  barbarous  aspect — and  the  fierce  and  bloody 
contest  still  continued  to  rage.     But  we  delay  the  mourn- 
ftil  narrative — and,  for  a  moment  repose  otir  eyes,  fatigued 
with  scenes  of  slaughter,  conflagration,  and  rapine,  on  the 
Legislative  proceedings  of  Virginia,*  during  the  year  1778, 
MeetiBfl^of      The  General  Assembly  met  according  to  a^oumment 
^  Legisk-  on  the  4th  of  May.*    This  Session  was  'sliort,  mid  chiefly 
devoted  to  the  adjustment  of  local  and  personal  mattei^ 
May^.      ^^t'  some  of  the  acts  then  passed  may  well  arrest  the  at- 
tention of  the  historian.    Among  these,  we  remaiii  one 
which  has  been  charged  with  infringing!  the  eighth  aHicle 
of  the  bill  of  rights,  declaring  Hiat  in  all  capital  or  ^mi* 
nal  cases,  a  man  b  entitled,  among  other  rights  **  to  trial 
*    by  an  impartial  jury  of  his  vicinity,  withont  whos^flMseat 


•  Such  was  the  dilatnrircss  of  some  Members  that  the  HoUkc  could  not 
proceed  to  busroess  until  the  18ib,  when  Benjamin  nfiiTi8oa.v«&  elected. 
Speaker.  The  27th  of  May  was  fixed  upon  to  hear  tlie  excuses  of  absent 
Biembew,  and  censfirc  those  who  had  neglected  their  duty,  • 

t  See  Tacke^^l  Blackstone,  A^jp^ndix  292.  Sec  ^so  Debates  of  Virfrmia 
Conveniion,  in  1788,  pjijc  77  and  144. 


In  tMiot  fe  tMUid  frnky.'  Tbe^aet  to  ^rMeli  ^  aSirfle  is    OHAP. 
a  bill  of  altaftiidec    it  waa  paisied  on  the  follawi||g  ocea      XIH. 

ma:  _^.^. 

A  eertaift  Jocmb,  Philips,  labourer,  of  the  Paroh  of  l^yn-  ' 
.  Iiaveoy  io  tho  cottsty  of  Priiieeftv  Anne*  a  man  of  daring      i^^y^ 
and  tooeiotts  dispoiiiuin^  aisoeialaag  with  other  individu- 
aktof  a  similar  east,  spread  terror  and  desolation  through  f^^{^^J 
the  lower  eoantryt  eommitting  nittrdersy  baming  houses,  ^ 
vasiing  farais«  and  perpetrating  other  enormities,  at  ttie 
bare  mention  of  wliieh  humanity  shudders.    Every  effort 
to  apprehend  him  badnroyed  abortive.    Strong  in  the  nam- 
her  of  his  ruffian  eonfederates,  or,  where  foree  would  pro^ 
hMy  fail,    resortiag  tik  stratagem  and  ambush,  striking 
tlie  deadly  Uvw,  or  applying  the  fatal  toreh  at  the  mjd- 
iMgni  houi',  and  in  those  places  whieh  their  insulated  situa- 
tion left  almost  nnproteeted,  he  retired  with  impunity  U^ 
1m  secret  haunts,  reeking  with  blood,  and  loaded  with 
phinder.    The  in^abitaats  of  the  counties  whieh  were  the 
theatre  of  his  crimes,  never  seeure  a  moment  by  day  or  by    , 
night,  in  their  fields  or  their  beds,  sent  representations  of 
their  diairesses  to  the  Governor,  claiming  the  public  pro- 
lectioa.    He  consulted  with  some  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature then  sittings  on  the  best  method  of  proceeding  a- 
gainst  this  atrocious  offender.    Too  powerful  to  be  arrest- 
ed by  the  sheriff  and  his  paese  eomitatuSf  it  was  not.  doubt- 
ed that  an  armed  force  might  be  sent  to  hunt  and  destroy 
him  and  his  accomplices,  in  their  morasses  and  fastnesses, 
wherever  found  ;  but  the  proceeding  concluded  to  be  most 
•onsoaant  with  the  forms  and  prinei^es  of  our  government, 
waSf  to  pass,  during  the  present  Sessiout  an  act  giving  him 
a  reasonable,  but  limited  day  to  surrender  himself  to  jus- 
tice, and  to  submit  to.  a  trial  by  bis  P^ers,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land  ;  to  consider  a  refusal  as  a  confession  of 
guilt,  and  divesting  him,  as  an  outlaw  of  the  character  of 
eiiizen,  to  pass  on  him  the  sentence  prescribed  by  these 
laws,  and  the  public  officer  beiVig  defietU  to  make  every  one 
las  deputy,  espedalb  those  whose  safety  hourly  depended 
on  the  destruction  of  the  daring  ruffian.    The  «ase  wan 
laid  before  the  Legislature.    The  proofs  were  ample :  hH 
outraged  no  less  notorious  tban  thos^  of  the  public  enemy, 
and  wcHl^nowntothe  members  of  both  houses  from  the  low-, 
er  countries.    No  one  pretend«l  then  that  the  perpetrator 
of  crimes,  who  could  sueeessfuUy  resist  the  offioprs  of  jus- 
tice, should  be  protected  in  the  continuance  of  them  by  ih6  ' 
privileges  of  his  citizenship ;  and  that,  when  he  bvifiKed  or<Ii» 
nary  process,  nothingextraoitlinarj  could  be  rigfiiTdlly  adop» 
ted  t6  protect  the  citizens  against  him.    No  one  douUtrd 
that  society  has  a  right  to  erase  from  the  roll  oCiis  mem-  ' 

bers  any  one  who  renders  his  own  existence  ih'onsiMent 
with  theirs— to  withdraw  from  him  tlie  protection  of  their 
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CHAP*   laws,  and  to  remove  him  firem  among  them  by  exSe^  «r 

Xlil..     eyen  by  death,  if  necesiary.    An  enemy  in  lawful  ww  pot- 

'    ting  to*deatb,  in  cold  blood,  the  prisoner  he  has  takeB» 

^^^=BB  autnorizes  retaliation  which  would  be  inflicted  with  peon* 
Ajmg      liar  justice,  on  the  indiYidual  guilty  rf  the  deed,  were 
it  to  happen  that  he  should  be  taken.     And  could  the 
.  murders  and  robbery  of  a  j^rate  or  outlaw  entitle  bim  m 
more  tenderness  ?    The  Lc^slatore  passed  the  law  there- 
fore, and  without  opposition.    Philips  did  not  come  in  be* 
fore  the  day  prescribed,  continued  his  lawless  oulrageay 
was  afterwards  td^en  injarms,  but  delivered  over  to  the 
ordinary  justice  of  the  country.    The  Attorney  Cl^ieral 
for  the  Commonwealth,  the  immediate  agent  of  the  govern* 
^     .    ment,  waiving  all  appeal  to  the  act  of  attainder,  imhicted 
him  at  the  common  law,  as  a  murderer  and  robber.     He 
was  arraigned  on  that  indictment   in  the  usual  forma,  be- 
fore a  jury  of  his  vicinage,  and  no  use  whatever  made  of  the 
act  of  attainder,  in  any  part  of  the  proceediiigs.    He  plea* 
ded  that  he  ^tus  a  British  subject,  authorized  to  bear  armf 
by  a    commission  from  Lord   Dunmore,  tjiat  he  was^ 
therefore,  a  mere  prisoner  of  War*  and  under  the  protec- 
tion of  tiie  law  of  nations.    ^Fhe  court  being  of  opinion  that 
a  Commission  from  an  enemy  could  not  pfotect  a  citizen 
in  deeds  of  munler  and  robbery,  overruled  bis  plea ;  be 
was  found  guilty   by  his  jury*  sentenced  by  the  eoorty 
ami  executed  by  the  ordinary  officer  of  jusaoe— and  all 
<<  according  to  the  forms  and  rules  of  the  Common  law/' 
During  the  cantonment  at  Valley  Foi^«  Greneral  Wash- 
iiigton  had,  as  alreculy  noticed,  anxiously  urged  reinforoe- 
mciits  from  the  diiTcrrnt  States.     Such  men  as  had  been 
either  recruited  or  draughted,   in  Virginia,  for  the  Con*, 
tinental  army,  were  early  marched  to  Penn^lvania.    The 
General  Assembly ,  sensible  of  the  importance  of  strenuous 
exertions  for  the  approaebine  campaign,  passed  an  act  for 
immediately  raising  a  brigade  of  Volunteers  and  a  regi* 
ment  of  horse,  offering  encouragements  uncommonly  libe- 
ral.   Tlieir  patjriotic  views,  however,  could  not  be  realixed. 
It  was  (hen  that  Greneral  Nelson,  who  had  been  appointed 
*  to  command  the  contemplated  brigade  of  Volunteers,  dis* 
'  daining  ioglonious  inactivity,  raised,  by  his  individual  ex- 
ertioosy  the  troop  of  horse  which  we  have  before  mention- 
ed, and  upon  wlneh  a  considerable  share  of  legislative 
and  executive  aid  wa-  ultimately  Ibestowed.  Voluntaryenlist- 
ments  were  again  ^ntroduecd.  instead  of  draughts,  and  sueh 
adyantages  attached  to  military  service  as  appeared  best 
calculated  to  entice  tliosc  whom  patriotism  could  not  sti* 
nulate ;  and  speedily  to  complete  the  required  qoota.    80 
^     gn^at  was  the  ardour  of  some  members  for  the  public  ser- ' 
vicc^  anfl  surh  their  convjclion  that  the  country  wanted 
chiefly  soldiers,  that  tlic  following  resolution  was  pro- 
posed: 


«  To  testify  our  attanhmeDt^o  Iiberty~that  the  Good 
People  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  roased  and  inflamed 
by  example — and  to  pve  speedy  and  certain  suecess  to  the 
twoaetsof  Gteneral  Assembly,  passed  this  present  Session* 
Tiz :  for  raising  a  regiment  of  horse,  and  a  brigade  of  foot 
tojoin  the  grand  army, 

Be$6tDed9  That,  on  the  return  of  the  members  of  the 
house,  one  Delegate  from  eaeh  coon^  pled^s  his  honour  to 
«nter  into  the  regiment  of  horse,  or  the  brigade  of  foot  a- 
jbrementioned,  whiehever  he  may  prefer ;  exeept  in  the 
fbllowing  oases,  viz :  where  suoh  a  Delegate  exeeeds  SO 
years  of  age,  has  a  son  or  sons  in  the  army,  oris  disabled 
by  bodily  infirmity.  And  to  aeeertain  which  of  the  two 
members  in  each  county  shall  be  the  person,  when  neither  of 
them  eomes  within  the  foregoing  exemptions,  that  it  shall 
be  decided  by  fair  and  equal  lot ;  and  where  it  so  lucent 
that  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  is  exempted  by  this 
resolution  and  the  other  not,  the  one  being  able  dtall  enter ' 
into  the  service,  as  aforesaid/^ 

This  pnldie  sjdrited  resolution  was  not  adopted ;  but  it 
indicated  what  could  be  done,  should  the  situation  of  the 
country  become  so  perilous  as  to  require  even  L^blators 
to  buckle  on  their  armour. 

An  act  was  passed  for  raising  an  additional  battalion  of 
infantry,  to  garrison  the  fortifications  and  batteries  erec* 
ted  for  the  defence  of  the  State.    The  individuals  enlisted 
for  this  service  were  not  to  be  marched  out  of  the  eommoa« 
wealth. 

The  number  of  criminals,  at  this  timoy  eonfined  in  the 
public  jail,  was  so  considerable  as  to  require  a  law  autho- 
rizing the  Judges  of  the  General  court  to  hold  two  additi- 
onal Sessions. 

The  extraordinary  powers  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
were  continued,  and  a  Clerkship  of  foreign  correspomlence 
established.— -P.  Henry  was  re-elected  Governor— and  the 
Treasill*er  authorized  to  issue  small  Treasury-notes  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  carry  intoefii^ct  tlie^  different  military 
acts  passed  at  the  present  Session— «and  to  nay  to  the  unfor- 
tunate sufferers  in  the  conflagration  of  Norfolk  the  respec- 
tive compensations  which  it  had  been  finally  agreed  to 
allow  them. 

This  emission,  and  another  directed  by  the  Legislature  at 
their  subsequent  Session,  to  the  amount  of  one  million,  se- 
ven hundred  thousand  dollars,  were  justified  by  absolute 
necessity.  The  supplies  of  money  obtained  by  loans, 
and  •  by*  the  system  of  taxation  lately  adopted,  wero 
inailequate  to  the  increasing  exigencies  of  the  State. 
In  this  point  of  view,  ther^re,  they  were  bencficiaK 
Without  them,  the  contest  could  not  lie  maintained. 
But  whilst  the  natfonal  interest  was  thus  promoted^ 
much  individual  evil  was  produced.    Besides  a  superabun- 
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CHAP,    dftme  of  this  dhmilatiiig  mcriioni,  many  jniM»«  MUtHlMitp 
XiU.     e4  ta  depreoiai^its  value.    UiHTertal  oooftihm«  so  kHige^ 
'         supported  iU  credit— -that  it  AimM  fiDaH^  wnk  «•  be  re* 
^^  '■'  ■  ■'     ■  deemed  below  par,  wa«iiow  the  prevaleot  optei<MH-liH)  fi»- 
eiiitj  of  coanterfeiting  thene  blllfty  templiiiff  mmsj  unpriifeb; 
cipled  mdividuals*  added  considerably  to  the  matt  of  dii* 
artificial  wealtb— and  to  the  pablie  dittrott.    Cl^od.  as 
irdi  at  forged  paper,  *^at.  from  this  sinj^e  eaowii  iinderv^ 
iued.    When  once  the  general  eenfldenee  wta  thus  thako^ 
«?ery  one  beeame  detdrout  of  conrertlne  what  he  eoaiider* 
ed  at  little  better  than  imaginary  wealthy  into  more  tiEb» 
atantial  postetsions.    The  price  of  toltd  trantferaUe  pra- 
periy»  hotrever  extravagant,  wat  not  re«»ded.    A  spirit 
of  commerce  and  tpeciilation,  teemed,  all  at  enee,  br^l^ 
ed  into  every  elast  oftociety.    Sangaine,  oninforaiedf   mt 
greedy  iadividuak,  deluded  by  the  fallaeiout  tomid  of  higli 
nominal  prices,  sold  their  hereditary  etti^t  far  vomm^ 
ivhieh,  after  the  lapte  of  a  few  dayt,  eaold  aol  liavc  t#. 
purchased  one  half  of  them.   Bui  a  maoh  grealer  evil  a^ 
rote  from  the  paper  curreacy  having  bc^ea  made  a  l^{at 
tender  for  the  payment  of  debts.    At  the  b^^iag  of  the 
eoniest  an  unusual  scarcity  of  money  had  been  considered 
as  a  sufficient  reason  for  suspending  all  judiciary  proceed* 
lags  at  the  suit  of  creditors.     Such  among  the  latter  at 
were  not  disafiected  to  the  American  caase,  aequietoed  ia 
the  measure,  distressing  at  it  was,  with  patriotic  cheerftil* 
aess,  from  a  reflection  that  the  triumph  of  liberty  repair- 
ed the  hardship.    Before  this  suspension  was  removed,  uaA 
the  ordinary  course  of  iustiee  restored,  the  lat^  seareity 
was  converted  into  an  absolute  redundancy  of  the  eirrfula^ 
ing  medium  ;  and  it  become  no  less  injurious  to  eredilora 
to  receive  their  debts  in  paper  money,  than  it  had  been  dif- 
ficull  for  debtors  to  pay  them  in  specie.    tJndertueh  eir* 
cumstances,  it  would  seem  iTiat  the  Legitlature,  whose  da- 
ty  it  was  equally  lo  protect  the  properly  of  every  ritlaen, 
eught  to  have  extended  to  creditors  that  solicitous  inter* 
ference,  which  had,  in  a  contrary  state  oflWngs.  been  eiK- 
erted  in  favour  of  delitprs.    This  justice  evidently  requir- 
ed, for  it  is  the  very  essence  of  justice,  that  in  all  eontraeta 
an  equivalent  should  be  given  for  what  is  received  ;  the 
currency  was  debased,*  n%  matter  how  or  why  :  to  make 

•Depreciation  was  no   l<^S«r  concealed-Tlie  uiisman  of  oiAu^ 
Wis  broken— \.nd,  as  Dr  Ramsay  says,  « the  country  was  m  the  conditjon 

^  The  altowances  <Ued  by  the  Legislature  Wvb-g^    in  ITTS,  werc«» 

fclloiks:  .     ^     .       r,      . 

At  the  Spring  Session 

To  Members  of  Assembly        .        .       -^    ^'P!!^* 
To  Clerk  for  Fbreign  correspondence      1 200       per  annum. 

AttheFai  Session.  ♦   ♦u^    o  m 

To  Coufrressional  Ddegates,      g  5  per  day,  in  addition  to  the   jg  10, 


TIBBINf An  Add 

m  iSc^t  4tc{  In  Steele,  pt^piAt  in  tfafis  debued  eoireaey,  wm    CR  IP. 
m  Aagraor  opprec^im  on  a  large  6l%«s  of  society.    Had  the     XTII 
<»pertttioii  of  the  lender  bw  bec^i  coafinei I  to  eonfraeU  macto  ^sas  .^ 
^Hlter  itadate*  mtieh  of  this  evil  would  hav^  been  aroid^d. 
]But  that  measure  was  thought  ineonristent  with  the  legal      iT7g 
equaliij  between  the  diiferetft  kinds  of  money  wlueh  waa 
sup(M»sed  neeessary  to  preserve  pnblie  credit.    In  effeet«  a 
elause  of  that  nature  would  have  implied  latent  distrust  f 
miftd  ^nrhen  the  tender  law  was  passed,  redemption  at  par  waa 
eertaitity  intended.    The  neeessity  of  tome  remedy  waa 
1KIOW  plainly  seen  ;  but  it  was  di^ult  to  dc^crfmine  on  th« 
subataneOf  the  mode^  and  the  date  of  that  remerly.    Credi* 
"tors^  then,  were  abandoned  to  the  mere?  and  eon^ieneet 
of  men,  few  of  whom  could  resist  the  aAnrements  ^  pri* 
irate  interest,  especially  when  supported  by  the  law  orthe 
lacnfl.     Henee  fraud  and  avarice  were  often  seen  to  tram* 
pie  on  the  fair  claims  of  defenceless  probity.    Hence  na« 
lAeroas  and  mournful  instances  of  absolute   ruin   brought 
on  tke  distressed  widow,  and  the  helpless  orphan,  as  wett 
Bs  on  unsuspecting,  generous,  indulgent  lenders.    Opulent      « 
debtors  were,  in  many  cases,  known  lo  obtrude  a  shilling  in  i 

the  p^nmd  upon  thdr  beegared  credit  orn*    Females,  that 
in!  cresting  portion  of  society,  peculiarly  entitled  to  the  pro*^ 
^teetion  of  the  laws,  were  severely  injured,  as  legfkcies  in 
fheir  favour  generally  consisted  of  money. — ^The  tender- 
law  poured  into  tbe  social  body  a  slow  and  corroding  poi- 
•on,    which  nndermioed  its  moral  health* — Some  of  the 
anfierers  patiently  su}»mitted  to  their  losses — ^faithful  to 
their  oath  to  sacrific  elife  and  fortune  at  the  shrine  of  liber- 
ty-—but  others,  less  mag^raiiitnous,  \oM  all  affection   for  a 
cause  which  they  had  befoi*e  enthusiastically  cherished.— 
ChiHed  by  present  pernonal  injury,  they  ceased  to  keep  in 
iriew  future  general  benefit^ — The  eflfbct  was  scarcely  less 
baaefbl  on  those  who  were  favoured  by  the  law — ^for  in 
their  hearts  were  mostly  oblirerated   those  noble  princi- 
ples which  exalt  and  adorn  the  character  of  social  man^ 
»poties8  honour,  and  primeval  faith.-  Those  who  had  before 
regularly  moved  in   the  sober  paths  of  virtuous  induistryi^ 
were  now  hastened  into  the  vortex  of  extravagance  and  ad- 
venture, and  insidious  apoculation.    In  short,  were  we,  for 
a  moment,  to  lose  sight  of  the  ample  compensation,  affbt*d- 
cd  by  the  glorious  and  happy  result  which  paper-money 
contributed  to  obtain,  nothing  could  reconcil6  us  to  a  law 
'    which,  besides  t|ie  physical  misery  arising  from  its  'cfiect9 

— 1 %  — — 

To  Members  of  Privy  Council,  L  4,800  to  be  divided  accoi11in§  to  atten- 
dance. 
To  Treasurer,  .       .      /L3,0(K)  per  annum. 

To  Attorney  General,    .    .    .    /.    800. 

"""'""^ewfe^^.        ]J    800  iach  peranum. 
To  Aud'ts.  of  Public  accounts    f.  1,000  each,  &c.  &c« 
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CHAP,   in  many  oases,  had  so  strong  a  teirienofy  to  demoralize  » 
^U       whole  nation. — During  the  present  yeair^  honvever^  depre- 
'        elation  did  not  reach  its  acme  :  it  fluetuated  from  foar  t# 
■  six  fbr  one..* 
^177S         The  avarice  6f  monopolizers,  and  qNseulators  of  ttrerj 
description,  w^^s  another  abundant  source  of  publie  aad 
private  iivjury*    Tlie  Northern  and  the  middle  States  har* 
ing  hitherto  been  the  seal  of  the  war,  felt,  from  eo-opera» 
ting  causes,  the  evils  of  depreciation  ia  a  greater  degree 
« than  the  Southern.    Hence,  adventurers  from  those  States^ 
knowing  that  the  present  circulating  medium  was  of  more 
value  to  the  Southward,  flocked  in  crowds  to  those  places 
-  where  they  could  exchange  Continental  and  State- Bills  to 
the  best  advantage.    Actuated  by  a  sinvilar  spirit  of  lucres 
individuals  from  Virginia  sought  Nortben  mai^kets,  where 
they  could  obtain  higher  prices,  taking  cai*e  to  realize  tbe^ 
paper  they  received  as  promptly  as  possible.    By  the  eea* 
eorring  operation  of  these,  and  other  circumstanees,amoii|f 
Which  we  remark  the  embarrassments  and  languor  of  mgri- 
,      eulture  during  thiii  period,  a  searcity  was  ereated,  partly 
natural,  partly  artificial. — ^Tlie  Legislature^  at  their  au- 
Further       tunfnal  session,  sedulously  employed  themselves  in  devi- 
ofthelul^  sing  eflBcacious  remedies  against  these  houriy  growing  c^ihi 
gisiature.      ^^^  penalties  annexed  to  monopoly,  and  to  other  praeti- 
OctobfirS.     c^sof  a  similar  tendency,  were  greatly  increased.  -  Dis* 
tillation  of  spirits  from  com,  wheat,  rye,  and  other  grain^ 
was,  for  a  limited  time,  severely  prohibited.— The  Gover- 
nor was  again  authorized  to  lay  an  embargo  upon  provisi* 

•  Landlpr&s  were  amonjir  the  most  prominent  victims  of  the  tcnderJaw. 
— ^Wehave  at  this  moment,  before  our  eyes*  a  letter  from  a  Gentleman^ 
consnicuous  for  his  abilities  and  patriotism,  to  a  friend  in  the  Legislature^ 

on  this  subject    It  sa\'8  "  I  am  informed  that  Colonel  B intend*  to 

propose  a  bill  this  Session  for  the  relief  of  Landlords.  I  should  suppose 
V  that  tlie  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  lx;gislaiure  cah  and  will  devise  wme 
remedy  for  the  relief  of  this  class  of  peopl«»  amonic  us.  I  am  oo«  whi> 
have  the  misfortune  to  see  myself  and  femilv  nearly  ruined  by  th^  retrvs^ 
pective  effect  ofwu'  law.  Almost  the  whole  of  my  Luided  estate  was  rent- 
ed out  some  years  before  this*  war,«for  low  cash  rents,  and  under  the  faith 
of  existing  laws  which  secured  me  specie  for  my  rents.  The  yn^i  turns 
of  paper-money  that  have  been  issued,  aiid  (this  beinp  now  a  tender  for 
tlie  discharpre  of  ren.p)  tlie  consequent  depreciation,  have  weU  nigh  ef- 
fected an  entire  transfer  of  my  estate  tomv  tenants  This  year,  sir,  the 
rents  of  4,000  acres  of  fine  land  will  not  buy  me  20  barrels  of  com !  I  am 
very  far  from  desiring' that  the  law  should' place  these  contracts  literally 
918  they  were,  but  substantiallv  so. — It  is  just  that  they  should  be.  When 
the  tennnt  ajEfreed  to  pay  me'  ^6 for  100  acres  rent,  he  could  not  seU  his 
tobacco  for  more  than  16  or  18  chill's,  a  hundred.  Now  he  iclls  his  to- 
bacco ibr  A 10  and  12  pep  cent— It  does  not  appe.ir  to  me  that  the  public 
good  can  be  concerned  in  thus  transferring'  the  property  of  l>andlord5  to 
their  tenant*?.  But  public  justice  demands  that  the  true  meaning"  and  geaa- 
ine  spirit  ofcontircts  sliould  be  complied  with  It  .-appears  \o  me  that 
an  act  of  commutation  miischt  set  the  business  rieht  by  directing"  the 
payment  in  produce,  at  tlir  prevailincf  price  of  such  produce,  when  the 
contrHct*iWGrcmadc — leavincr  tliis  to  be  settled  Hv  me  c«>urts  annually,  as 

^       thev  formerly  did  in  the  case  of  exchanjjc     I  well  know  your  love  of  jus- 
tice to  be  such  that  your  approbation  will  be  grivea  to  any  proper  plan  for 

^      -rtcopcilinj"  public  b'  ncfit  vr'i'li  private  justice." 


TIRGINIA.  •  sii 

«•»  aad  0tfier  ardelie^  off  ^mary  neoessity^  among  wbieh    CHAP. 

salt  was/of  eourse,  enameratod.    More  rigorous  measures      XIII. 

were  adopted  to  preyent  iadiTiduals  from  purchasing  or 

keeping  of  this  last  artioie^  .more  than  their  own  domestie  mbsssss 

ooBittflipdoa  required :  andf  as  a  French  fleet  might  eyen- 

teally  appear  ip  the  waters  of  the  Commonwealth,  and       ^^^^ 

stand  in  need  of  yarious  supplies,  authority  was-^yen  to 

die  Exeeutiye,  speedily  to  rdieye  its  probable  wants.    The 

salaries  of  most  publio  agents  were  augmented ;  the  ofB- 

eers  and  soldiers  from  die  Commonwealth  presented  with 

six  moaths  pay ;  their  priWl^e  of  purehasing.  at  moderate 

|Hrlces»  from  the  puUie  stores  considerably  enlarged ;  and 

hidf  thepay  orsueh  among  them  as  were  married,  and  should 

die  in  the  seryiee,  ensm^  to  their  widows.    The  Govem* 

meivtal  trade  of  Virginia^  managed  Iqr  her  Executiye,  tho' 

in  many  respeets,  objectionable,  was  imniensely  "benefit 

eial  to  the  army,  in  whose  fayour  it  had  neen  originally 

estaUyMied.    But  these  were  only  feeble  and  temporary 

alleyiations :  endeayonrs  were  made  to  strike  at  the  root  df 

the  eril  by  extending  the  system  of  taxation,  entered  up- 

•p.the  ]^reeeding  year,  by  a  further  domestic  loan  in  aid 

of  the  emissions  already  mentioned  ;  and  hyi  negociations 

for  for^gn  loans,  on  account  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 

France  and  Tuscany.  These  negociations,  howeyer,  proyed 

(WdUess,  and,  in  common  with  her  sister  State,  Virginia  had 

ki^  t^  struggle  with  increasing  financial  embarrassments. 

Tho  inca^ulable  i^fury  resulting  from  counterfeited 
hills,  became  a  serious  object  of  Legislatiye  Qoncem :  forge* 
ly  was  declared  felony  without  tenefit  of  clergy,  and  of 
coursr,  made  punishable  with  death. 

Ttie  establibment  of  a  standing  board  of  Auditors  of  pub- 
Uc  aecountB,  to  consist  of  three  persons;  must  be  referred 
to  this  Session. — ^Although  the  sliare  lately  taken  in  the 
"war  by  France,  promised  to  accelerate  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  great  objects  for  which  America  had  tntered 
the  lists,  still  the  guardians  of  the  State  did  not  permit 
n^emselves  to  be  lulled,  by  the  syr^n  yoice  of  hope,  into  a  fa- 
tal inaetiy]^.  Strenuous  preparations  for  the  ensuing 
campaign  had  been  recommended  by  the  Congress,  and  the 
Commander  i^u  Chief:  the  Legislature  of  Viiginia,  par- 
ticipatingin  their  solicitude,  directed  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  men  to  be  immediately  raised,  oflcring  a 
bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars*  to  such  men  as  would  en^ 
list  for  18  mouths,  and  of  four  hundred  dollars  to  those 
engaging  to  scrye  during  tho  war — wilh  the  continental 
bounty  of  lands,  and  other  eventual  ndyantages  to  them- 
selycs  if  disabled,  or  to  their  f^^milies,  if  slain.-^It  was,^at 
the  same  time  enacted  that  the  several  counties. within  the 


•  Tlxe  depreciation  about  6  for  1, 
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CHAP.    C!5ttSO«v«ritfi»to^tfiecJtyofWliynd^ 
XIU.      of  them  fiunish>  on  or  be£»re  the  tstot  ftiay,  1779,   oam 

twenty  fihh  ftaii  rf  their  niUitifi  reepeetively. — ^Ittdepctt*- 

W"""'^  lieiKly  of  thift  leYy*  Huek  eovi^iet  as  had  fiiiled  to  f umiflk 
1778  th«jr  quota  of  men  as  direoted  b^  Legishiiive  aalbority^  m 
t777.  were  ttriedy  iojoiMed  to  make  ttood  Ihctr  reapeetiTS 
de'fieiMieioo*4f-FroBi  the  o|peratiOii  of  this  act  oae  eonbtj^ 
only  was  exempted :  it  was  that  ot  Iilmoi$9  lately  added  tm 
ihfi  territor;!^  of  Virgiaiat  by  abohl  and  suooessfol  oxpndi* 
Hon,  of  a  bod^  of  ntiliiio#  under  Ccdonel  George  B^gerp 
Churke,  on  the  western  side  of  Ihe  (Ihio,  and  near  the  hankn 
ofthi-MiraissiHii.  Clarke's  valorous alehioTomenlOyand  e&* 
tensive  conquest  eonstiiute  an  important  epoeh  in  the  SBtm^ 
tory  of  Vir^nia^  and  will  soon  be  related 

Aknong  the  aets  of  this  ftesuon  of  Creneral  AflsemUy,  tw«t 
more  ought  to  be  mentioned — the  one  establishes  a  Court 
cf  Appeals  and  the  other  forbids  the  furlher  importation 
'  of  slaves  into  the  Commonweakh— -><  tieetaring  that  ii» 
slave  shall  hereafter  be  brought  into  \  irfpnia  by  bad  or 
by  water;  and  that  ever>  slave  imporUd contrary  there* 
to^shalU  upon  jiueh  importation^  be  free ;  excepting  snek 
slaves^  might  belong  to  peioons  emigrating  from  the 
other  States,  or  h*  elaimed  b.'^  disconnt,  devise  or  Baan4age» 
or  be  at  that  time  the  actual  property  of  any  citizen  ttf  iKin 
Commoaweaith  residing  in  any  ox  her  of  the  United  States  ; 
or  belong  to  travellers  making  a  transient  stagr  and  oarry* 
log  their  slaves  away  wkh  them." 

The  bare  mention  of  slaves  sng^sts  to  the  mind  a  m^ 
laacholy*  hideous  contrast,  and  a  thousand  awfal  eonai- 
derationsy  inseparable  from  it.  These,  no  doubt,  oeeurr* 
ed  to  men  who  called  liberty  the  first,  the  ksi  gift  of  6od^ 
and  who  repri^sented  a  nation  armed  in  its  defence.  Una^ 
ble  to  extirpate  a  great,  a  ti*emendou8  evil,  they,  at  last 
reonoved  its  prineipal  cause.  '  They  commenced  a  ntriUb 
work,  ^ay  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  their  enecessors^ 
aided  by  approving  Heaven,  pursue  its  desirable  com]^etjp^ 
on  ;  and  eradicate  from  this  otherwise  happy  land,  apkint- 
(»T  monstrous  ori^n»  alarnonng  grovrth^  and  bitter  fndt  I 


CS^TEB  xir. 


Captain  WilUn^s  eo^ditian  against  Xatehe%—tndiQn  tOA 
vagt9 — Bmu  0f  Wyaming'^'^chievements  cf  CiAantl 
George  R.  Clarke — Me  takes  Kaskaskias — Organiccatioflt ' 
i^  the  eawUy  of  IlUnais — Threats  and  preparations  of 
*  Governor  HamUon — Clarke  takes  Fort  8t.  Vincents^^ 
Goroemor  Hawiltn  is  sent  to  Williamsburg'^Besigns  of 
Cofigress  against  Detroit-^The  troops  of  Convention  are 
sent  to  Virginia^^Reach  CharlottesmUe^Their  eomforta'' 
ble  situation  at  that  place-^JVhc  plan  of  the  British — lit- 
17091011  and  reduction  of  Georgia — General  Lineoln  takes 
the  command  of  the  Sovthem  army-^The  Britiah  are 
driven  from  Port  Royal  Island — .Ashe  is  defeated — Pre^ 
vast  Tnarehes  to  Charleston — Betrectts — Invasion  of  Fir- 
ginia  by  General  Mathew-^Fart  J^Telson  is  evaeuatedr-^ 
Bwmmg  of  Suffolk — Legislative  proceedings  relative  to 
the  invasion — Board  of  trade  and  Board  of  war  esta- 
Uished — Property  of  British  sulfjects  ordered  to  he  sold 
— MesoUitian  against  the  claims  of  the  Indiana  company 
— Financialprovisions — The  tmaer^law  is  repealed—Jiet 
for  removing  the  Seat  of  Government — Act  declaring 
who  shall  be  deemed  citixens — Report  of  the  Committee^ 
Retnsors — P.  Henry  resigns  Ihe  ojlice  of  Govemor^-^ 
Thomas  Jefferson  ii  elected  in  his  place* 

Some  links  are  still  tg  be  added  to  the  chain  of  events^    CHAlPi 
In  1778.  ^  XIT* 

In  the  month  of  February,  an  expeflition  took  plac^, 
remarkable  for  its  boldness,  though  not  extensive  in  its    i 
eifeots.    Captain  James  Willing^  in  the  serviee  of  the 
United  States,  suddenly  appeared  at   the  Natehez,  a  Bri-      ^^"^^ 
lish  settlement  in  West  Florida.    He  had  left  Fort  Pitt  „ 
with  a  handful  of  daring  comrades,  who,  upon  reaching    '^^^^^ 
the  point  of  destination,  were  sent  out  in  small  parties,  and  liner's  6xpe^ 
made  the  inhabitants  prisoners  on  parole.    The  result  was  ^i^on  ^ 
an  agreement,  stipulating  the  most  perfect  neutrality  oh  |^^.     *^ 
t|ieir  part,  and  security  for  their  persons  and  \>roperty,  on 
tiiat  of  the  United  States.    The  principal  advantage  of 
this  expedition  was  to  deprive  the  hostile  Indians  of  those 
warlike  supplies  which  they  before  drew  from  the  Natehez, 
and  fatally  used  against  the  Ameriean  settlers  in  the  South 
West. 

The  savage 'forest»9  could  not  be  induced  to  reoiaiii 
%  R 


Sit  ttlffrOBT  OF 

CHAP.    iBflettve  fpectators  of  the  eontest.    Early  aeeustmned  te 
XIV.      rapine,  exulting  in  destraotion  and  blood,  their  incnleated 

'      feroeity,   and  their  hereditary  resentments  against  the 

^*^*™"  whites  in  general,  were  sniBeient  to  hurry  them  into  boa- 
^jjg      tilities.    They  were,  besides,  stimulated  by  the  eormpt^ 
ing  liberality  and  insidious  promises  of  British  emissariet^ 
Indiui  r&T».  ^nd  by  the  misrepresentations  of  disaffeeted  Amerieana, 
j;es.  ^         who,  seeking  a  rrfuge  among  them,  endeavoured  toinfase 
into  their  hearts  the  raneorous  and  vindietive  pasmons  of 
their  own.    The  North-Western  frontier  Auffer^  extreme* 
ly  from  their  ruthless  ineursions.    In  these  they  were  ge* 
nerally  headed  by  Colonel  John  Butler,  aConneetieut  Ta^ 
ry,  and  one  Brandt,  a  halMndian  by  blood.    The  humaa 
eharaeter  is  seldom  exhibited  in  so  hideous  a  shape  of  mo» 
nl  depravity,  as  in  those  two  monsters.    To  annoy^  dis- 
tress and  torment  was  their  ineessant  oeeupation,  their 
ehief,  indeed,  their  sole  pleasure.    The  vast  extent,  and 
exposed  state  of  the  Nor th-Wes(em  borders,  the  insulated 
situation  of  most  settlemcuits,  the  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  country  possessed  by  the  disaffected  who  bad  assodated 
the   Indians  to  their  plans  of  vengeance,   enabled  even 
small  marauding  parties  to  do  considerable  misehief-^-like 
beasts  of  prey,  tliey  unexpectedly  fell  upon  their  intended 
and  defenceless  victims — and,  after  glutting  with  Mood 
ihnr  ferocious  appetites,  and  inflicting  all  the  misery  in 
their  power,  they  retired,  unpursued  and  unpunished,  to 
BuinofWy-  their  remote  and  wild  fastnesses.    One  of  the  most  deplo- 
^'"^'         rable  instances  of  Indian  barbarity,  was  the  desolation  of 
July.        Wyoming,  about  the  middle  of  the  summer. 

Wyoming,  a  rich,  populous,  flourishing  settlement,  on 
the  Eastern  branch  of  the  Susquehannah,  presented  a  aeeae 
of  hnman  felieity  which  would  be  deemed  ideal,  if  the  testi- 
monies of  Historians  and  travellers  did  not  eoneur  in  esta- 
blishing its  reality.  Theinfant  establishment  was  blessed 
I  with  a  genial  climate,  a  fertile  soil ;  and,  what  is  still 
more  precious,  with  the  virtues  of  the  patriarchal  ages.*- 
Simplicity  and  innocenoy  of  manners — ^primeval  faith-— 
cheerful  industry — cordial  hospitality— emiling  content, 
seemed  to  have  marked  this  happy  spot  for  their  own. 
Unfortunately,  civil  discord  came — and,  with  it,  a  train  of  -. 
clashing  interests,  views,  and  passions,  destructive  of  the 
enchanting  scene.  Political  rancour  extinguished  natural 
affection ;  it  dissolved  the  closest,  the  most  sacred  tie»— 
and,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases*  the  fierceness  of  present  ha- 
tred raged  in  proportion  to  the  tenderness  ai  former  lore. 
The  friends  of  liberty,  however,  more  numerous  than  their 
opponents,  at  first  overcame  them^^— and  doomed  their 
IcGulers  to  exile  and  loss  of  property,  llie  Colonel  John 
Butler,  already  mentioned,  rallied  them  v,oond  his  ban- 
ners. Thirsting  after  revenge,  these  desperate  fugitives 
soon  and  easily  caught  the  monlefous  pbreiiay  of  his  iflipU- 1 
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eaMe  betoin.    Th^  aituatioii  of  the  settleme&t  was  but  too   CBAP* 
farooraUe  to  hit  Tiewi.    Nearly  one  thousand  inhabitants     XIV« 

bad  joined  the  continental  army ;  tbfa  was  an  alanning 

Bubduetion  from  the  inherent  force  of  Wyoming ;  yet,  the  •■==•* 
aettiers  could  scarcdy  hope  for  any  other  protection  than  ^^7$ 
that  deriYcd  from  themselves.  A  coUision  of  oontradieto- 
17  claims  between  Pennsylvania  and  Conneeticut,  respect- 
iog  this  territory  and  remoteness  from  the  military  force 
of  either  of  those  States,  left  them  entirely  to  their  own 
resources  and  courage.  Thus  situated,  and  waroed  of  a^ 
preaching  danger^  by  several  gloomy  indications,  they  re* 
tired  for  security  into  their  Forts. 

The  long-dreaded  storm  burst  on  Wyoming,  on  the  firsi 
of  July.    A  body  of  men*  sixteen  hundred  strong,  and 
composed  of  Indians,  and  1  ories  painted  like  Indians,  un« 
der  the  command  of  Colonel  John  Butler,  broke  into  the 
settlement. — One  of  the  Forts  surremlered  without  op- 
position— it  was^  of  itself,  weak— and  chiefly  garrisoned 
by  concealed  HTories.  Another  Fort  was  taken.  Two  strong* 
er  Forts,  Kingston  and  Wilkesbarro,  had  been  ereetecl, 
near  each  other,  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Susquehannah« 
Into  the  first  of  these.  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  who  com- 
niaiided  the  Wyoming  Militia,  had  retired  with  part  of 
the  armed  force,  and  a  multitude  of  women  and  ehildron. 
On  the  3d  of  July,  he  was  summoned  to  surrender— -bis  de- 
termination to  make  an  honourable  resistance,  was  signi- 
fied.   Upon  beinff  summoned  a  second  time,  however,  with 
threats,  that  uiuess  immediately  surrenderod,  the  Fort 
should  be  stormed,  plundered,  and  burnt  with  all  its  con- 
tents, Zebulon  Butler  proposed  a  parley— this  was  aeoeded 
to — ^and  a  place  appointed  for  the  contemplated  interview* 
— ^Thither  the  patriot  Butler  ropaired,  followed  by  the     July  3 
whole  garrison,  a  few  invalids  excepted.    No  person  ap- 
peared on  the  part  of  the  enemy— but  at  some  distance^  a 
m\^  was  seen  waving—and  roceded,  as  the  Americans 
•moved  towards  it-^hey  still  advanced,  and  suddenly  found 
thf^mselves  surrounded  by  an  insidious  foe,  who  started  up, 
and  from  all  sides  poured  upon  them  a  tromendous  fire. 
The  dtfaproportion  of  numbers  was  great-^in  the  ratio  of 
one  to  four-— yet.  the  patriots  displayed  such  firmness  and 
intrepidity — ihev  returned  the  hostile  discharge  with  such 
qoiekne^s,  that  the  enemy  began  to  give  way,  wmn  a  sol- 
dier, either  from  treachei-y  or  cowardice,  erie<l  out  *•  the 
CdoBel  has  ordered  a  rotreat !"    A  disorderly  and  preci- 
pitate flight  was  the  consequence.    The  enemy  furiously 
pursued  the  fugitives,  who  endeavotired  to  pass  thf  river* 
and  seek  the  protection  of  Kort  Wilkesbarre.     Vain  ef- 
forts !    Of  417,  who  had  eome  out  of  the  Fort,  360  wero 
inhumanly  butchered.    The  suppliant  voice  of  a  vanquish* 
cd  and  ^sarmed  opponent  wa»  not  heai*d.    The  savage 
^^ouqueror  gave  no  quarter*    The  few  who  escaped  were^ 


ai«  HBarroBT  liF 

CHAP*    nost  of  tiif my  dangerottialy  wounded.    Fort  Kb^otat 

XIY.     invetted^^and  to  strike  terror  into  the  fecMe  remaioo  ut 

ttie  garrisiHiy  the  green  and  bleeding  oealps  4^  the  sham 

Bsaeras^  Were  Sent  vk  for  their  inspeetion. 

Colonel  ZebuloB  Butler,  yielding  to  the  alarais  of 
IT'Td      family  9  aad  still  hofdng  to  obtain  some  reinforeemeota, 

UuAeA  his  wife  and  oMldren  down  the  river*  and  ti^e  eona^ 
July  4.  nand  deyolved  on  Colonel  Dennison,  The  latter-  enquired 
nnder  the  protection  of  a  flag,  what  terms  would  be  granted 
to  the  garrison,  upon  surrendering  the  Fort  ?  *^  ths 
H4TcasT/^  answered  the  brutalized,  atrocious  Chief*^ 
more  execrable  than  the  ruiBan  band  nnder  Irimi— ^  THB 
HATCHET  V 

A  continual  Ave  was  poured  on  the  FoK — the  besic-ged 
weakened,  exhausted,  surrendered  at  diserelw^.  Theiy 
stiH  retained  some  faint  ht>pe'--Was  there  no  latent  spark 
of  humanity  f  No  soothing  recollection  of  common  eoini* 
try — of  endearing  ties,  once  so  sweet  and  so  saered  ?  N« 
calculation,  too,  of  the  vicissitudes  incident  to  war  ?    N^ 

fear  of  retaliation,   so  awfully  provoked  1    No  * Thm 

tutored  savage  was  inflexiUe  in  his  hellish  resolve,    fle 
seleeted  a  few  of  the  prisoners,  reserving  them  for  the 
horrid  nten  of  Indian  torture — enclosed  the  rest  in  Ihn 
houses,  with  the  mass  of  the  people,  sparing  not  th^ 
helpless  sex,  tender  infancy,  veneraUe  old  age.    To  these 
houses  he  applied  the  fktal  torch,  and  the  whole  was  e<m- 
sumed — a  mournful  holocaust  to  the  g^im  4tman  of  ven* 
geance ! 

Fort  Wilkesbarre  quickly  fell — ^in  expectation  of  merey 
for  the  trembling,  imploring  multitude  with  them,  the  Ggiv 
risen  offered  no  n^sistance.    They  understood  not  the  re-> 
lentless  Butler.     Seventy  of  the  men,  who  had  eotisted  ftnr 
the  Continental  service,  were  lacerated,  mangled,  butehep- 
^ed.    The  rest,  men,  women  and  children,  perished  in  the 
0ames ! 

Why  cannot  History  throw  an  impenetrable  reil  over 
these  heart-freezing  horrors?    Why  cannot  truth  con- 
ceal, for  the  honour  of  humanity,  particular  acts  of  a  still 
deeper  dye  ? — Children  were  seen  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  their  parents — brothers  to  murder  their 
brother^  or  sisters — American  officers  experienced  those 
prolongin,  inhuman  tortures  which  the  ingenious  cnidlly 
of  the  Indians  has  d^rised.    Splinters  of  rpsinons  wood  were 
utock  in  their  flesh.      A  slow  fire.......oLanguage  cannot 

paint  these  horrors :  from  the  terrified  imagination,  1^ 
them  catch  their  proper  hue  ! 

The  merciless  ravagers  did  not  leave  Wyoming  before 
they  had  converted  it  into  a  frightful  waste— ^destroying  or 
carrying  away  the  eattle-^levelling  the  houses  and  c^er 
improvements,  with  the  ground — cutting  down  the  smi- 
ling orchards  and  ripening  erop8*-4n  shorty  ki^riv^fcing 
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im  evwy  object,  monumental  and  lasting  Testiges  «f  a  van-   CHAP, 
daliam*  for  vvhieh  e?en  the  exeeralion  of  ages  BEiust  be     XTV. 
io2ule4|iiate  puni8hment.-*-The  forms  o4*  the  Tories  alone  ^^^^^^^ 
remained  uninjured — h^ghtening,  by  a  striking  eontrast, 
Ae  desolation  around — like  green  spots  in  a  Lybian  desert.      it78 
The  few  surviving  members  of  the  unhappy  families  in^ 
Yolved  in  this  vast  soene  of  desolation*  eould  scarcely  thank 
Heaven  for  their  eseape.    Wondering  through  traekless 
foff^sts*  women  and  ehildren  had  to  endure  the  extremities 
of  hunger  and  fatigue^  before  they  reached  places  of  seeu* 
riiy  ;  and  no  hospitable  care^  no  friendly  attention,  could 
ever  efface  from  their  minds  the  memory  of  tiie  past ;  mo- 
ral distress,  seldom  included  in  any  estimate  of  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  though  generally  the  chief  portion  at  its  evils, 
fell  severely  to  their  lot. 

A  iKidy  of  Continental  troops  was  detached  against  those 
ruthless  invaders,  but  too  late.  This  circumstance, 
however,  enabled  Colonel  Wm.  Butler,  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia troops,  to  attack  and  destroy  several  Indian  settlements. 
Some  weeks  after  his  return,  another  storm  of  Indian  and 
Tory  vengeance  burst  upon  a  settlement,  within  tlie  Slate 
of  New-York,  known  by  the  name  of  Clierry- Valley,  where 
th^  trs^gic  scenes  so  fa<al  to  Wyoming,  were  repeated. — 
T%e  e  stent  of  the  Frontier,  on  that  side,  rendered  a  com- 
plete And  efl^etual  system  of  defence  impracticable. 

In  this  fearful  crisis,  it  was  fortunate  for  Virginia  to  Atchie^e. 
possess,  on  her  Western  borders,  one  of  those  rare  indivi-  mcntsof  Col 
duals  whom  nature  has  endowed  with  equal  energy  of  body  ^  ^  Clarke. 
and  mind ;  with  genius  to  plan,  and  activity  to  execute. 
Colonel  G^oi^  Itogers  Clarke  saved  her  back  settlements 
from  Indian  fury.    He  did  more.    He  planted  her  stand- 
ard far  beyond  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  added  profita- 
ble conquests  to  the  ^ocy  of  chastising  «  cruel  and  inso- 
lent foe,  and  of  ensuring  tranquility  to  a  whole  frontier. 
Previous  apprehensions  and  judicious  views  had  induced 
the  Legislature  to  place  under  his  command  a  portion  of 
the  public  force.    It  was  well  known  that  the  Governor  of 
the  settlements  planted  by  the  Canadians  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  in  the  Illinois  country,  was  an  indefatigable 
agent  of  British  ambition,  and  British  cruelty;  paying 
largely  for  the  sealps  of  Americans;  ami,  by  every  possi- 
ble method,  stimulating  the  neighbouring  Indians  to  annoy 
ttnd  Y^vage  the  fhmtier.    To  strike    an  uneitpeeted  and 
decisive  blow  at  this  mischievous  enemy,  had  long  been  a 
favourite  scheme  with  Colonel  Clarke.  The  petty  warfare 
^hich  he  had  hitherto  waged,  satisfied  neither  his  patri- 
otism, nor  Ids  commendable  love  of  fame.    Even  on  the 
present  occasion,  he  could  obtain  a  small  force  only,  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  men.    But,  like-  himself, 
these  few  patriots  were  inui-ed  to  fatigue,  regardless  of 
danger^  and  panting  after  their  oountry's  i^plause.    No 
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difficulty  cotdd  damp  their  ardour.  Descending  the  M<»- 
noDgahela,  and  the  Ohio,  down  the  Great  Falls  of  the 
latter;  they  there  hid  their  boat 89  and  shaped  their  course 
^[orthwardly.  Their  proyisions^  whirh  they  carried  on 
thei|*  backs,  were  soon  eonsumed ;  for  (wo  days,  they  sub- 
sisted on  roots,  and,  in  a  state  of  famine,  reaehetl  the 
Town  of  Kaskaskias,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.--* 
Hitherto  fortune  had  smiled  on  their  enterprize ;  no  de- 
tachment of  sava|»e  warriors,  no  straggling  forester  had 
diseoTered  their  approach.  This  success  heightened  their 
hopes,  stimulated  (heir  courage.  The  Town  and  Fort 
might  have  resisted  a  much  larger  band  of  assailants ;  but 
Clarke  and  his  adventurous  companions  advanced  inte 
Kaskaskiais,  unseen  and  unheard.  The  midnight  hour  fk* 
voured  their  design.  They  found  the  inhabitants  repo^g 
in  the  lap  of  that  security,  which  the  idea  of  vast  distanee 
from  the  American  settlements  was  calculated  to  create. 
Tlie  Town  and  the  Forts  were  taken  in  silence,  and  with* 
out  q>position.  The  surprize  was  so  judiciously  eonduetedy 
and  so  completely  effected,  that  not  a  single  person  es* 
caped  to  spread  the  alarm  through  the  neighbourine  set* 
tlements.  Clarke,  seizing  the  golden  moment,  immediate* 
ly  mounted  a  detachment  of  his  men  on  horses  found  at 
Kaskaskias ;  and  three  other  Towns,  further  up  the  Mis* 
sissippi,  were  reduced  with  equal  success.  Roeheblave» 
the  obnoxious  Governor,  was  sent  to  Yirginia,  with  the 
written  instructions  which  had  been  forwarded  to  bint 
from  Quebec,  Detroit,  and  Miehillimaekinaek,  for  ex* 
citing  the  Indians,  and  pa.iing  to  them  the  price  of  bl>>od« 
The  settlers  readily  transferred  their  allegiance,  aud,  as 
this  Territory  belonged  to  Virginia  by  charter  and  coa- 
quest,  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  autumnal  Session, 
created  it  into  a  distinct  county,  to  be  called  the  connty 
of  Illinois.  A  temporary  form  of  government  was  adaiit- 
ed  to  the  circumstances  of  the  people.  To  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  appointment  of  a  county  Lieu- 
tenant, and,  through  him,  of  all  military  agents,'  to  act 
dunng  pleasure,  was  attributed.  The  choice  and  support 
of  the  usual  civil  officers  were  left  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
Treasury  of  the  State  was  to  defray  extraordinary  expeft- 
ces.  In  criminal  eases,  the  county  Lieutenant  might  grant 
a  pardon,  except  in  condemnations  for  murder  and  treason^ 
when  he  could  only  suspend  execution  until  the  sense  of 
the  Governor,  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  of  the^\>ene* 
ral  Assembly,  in  the  second,  should  be  obtained.  To  sop- 
ply  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  the  friendly  Indians 
m  the  neighbouAood,  a  trade,  on  public  account,  was  o* 
pened  with  New- Orleans,  and  other  places^  but  without 
precluding  private  commercial  enterprize,  the  eventual 
deficieneies  of  which  the  public  trade  was  only  intended  to 
cover.    This  new  post,  if  properly  protected  and  m^^ 


tufaiedt  evidently  promised  t#  check  the  inroads  and  de-   CHAP, 
predations  of  the  Indians  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western      XIY. 
I>*roQtler  of  Virginia.  Levies  of  infantry  and  cavalry  vreroy 
therefore^  directed  to  be  speedily  made,. and  to  reinforce 
tke  braye  and  triumphant  handful  of  Patriots,  who  had      ^y^g 
eflbeled  this  important  reduction,  and  whose  services  were 
90  justly  rewarded  with  the  apnlause  of  their  grateful 
eouDtry."!^    The  dilatoHness  incident  to  military  prepara- 
tionsy  whose  object  was  not  iinmediately  felt  by  the  mass 
of  the  people,  and  lay  at  an  immense  distance  from  the 
seat  of  eoTcrnment,  which,  like  the  heart  in  the  human 
bod\«  often  glows  with  a  vivifying  heat,  whilst  the  extre- 
roilpes  are  cold  and  languid,  prevented  Col.  Clarke  from 
recei  ving,  in  its  full  extent,  the  contemplated  aid,    Hi» 

Etnius  and  aotiviry  supplied  this  deficiency.  They  doubled 
a  physical  force,  insulated,  as  it  were,  in  the  heart  of 
the  Indian  country;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  most  war- 
like and  ferocious  tribes ;  in  the  track  of  many  others,  in 
the  way  of  all.  he  knew  how  to  maintain  the  power  of  his 
country,  in  this  new  acquisition;  not  only  averting  insult 
and  iiyury,  but  carrying  terror  into  the  strongest  holds^ 
and  most  solitary  recesses  of  those  Indians,  who,  from  time 
to  time*  sallie<l  forth,  like  tygers,  in  quest  of  carnage,  and 
^ftctually  repressing  all  hostile  attempts. 

A  tempesl,  however,  was  hanging  over  him,  which  per-  Threats  and 
blips*  no  efforts  but  his  could  have  dispelled.    The  Gover^  I»ep«;ti- 
nor  of  Detroit,  Hamilton,  a  man  no  less  remarkable  for  ^^li^^' 
his  boldness  and  activity,  than  for  his  barbarous  disposi- 
tion, and  his  (yr'annieal  abuse  of  delegated  power,  formed 
the  daring  project  of  driving  Clarke  from  his  conquest* 
On  the  15th  of  Dec.  with  a  strong  body  of  men,  he  took     Dec.  15. 
possession  of  Fort  St  Vincent;  repaired  its  ruined  battle- 
ments, and  converted  it  into  a  formidable  repository  of 
warlike  implements  of  every  description.    His  plan  was  to 
attack  Ka^kaskias  in  the  Spring.    ^Fhis  place  he  consider- 
ed as  an  easy  conquest.  Two  hundred  Indians  from  Mich- 
illimachinac,  and  five  hundred  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws^ 
were  then  to  join  his  banner.   With  this  body,  he  intended 
to  penetrate  up  the  Ohio,  to  Fort  Pitt;  the  devastation  of 
Kentucky  was  a  branch  of  his  extensive  scheme  of  ruin.  , 


*  In  the  EmueofDek^attsa,  Mv.  23, 1778. 

'"Whereas,  authentic  information  has  been  received  that  Lieut.  Col. 
^«orge  Rogers  Clarke,  with  a  body  of  Virginia  militia,  has  reduced  tiie 
British  posts  in  the  Western  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  river  Mis- 
•ttsippi,  and  its  branches,  whereby  great  advantage  may  accrue  to  the 
coauDon  cause  of.America,  as  well  as  this  Commonwealth  in  partvcular,** 

^'Jieaohed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  ar^  justly  due  to  the  said  Col. 
pwke,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  their  ex- 
vaordinaiy  resohition  and  perseverance  in  so  hazardous  an  enterprize,  and 
wr  the  jp&portant  services  which  they  hare  thereby  rendered  their  coun- 
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(«I}^p,    1st  p^fimA  to  8 w«ep  Us  priBeipal  setUenseiitB  on  hU  w«y^ 
Xiy/    Fop  this  purpose  he  was  supplied  with  light  brass  etuiiKMa, 
a«d»  at  10  his  advaace,  he  expected  to  see  hb  nuuibers 
^di^ngiBB  swelled  by  hoarly  aeee&sions  of  Indians,  he  proudly  aad 
•ontidendy  amtietpated  the  sulyugutioD  and  ruin  of  all  M'ese 
^^^^      Augusta,     In  no  resource  eonnected  \;^  ith  the  suefeess  ef  hm 
idan,  was  UamiltoD  deficient.    The  British  Commander  iir 
C^anada  had  furnished  him  with  ample  means.  Destmctiov 
korered  on  tlie  Western  bordei*s  of  the  Commonweahk. 
Clarke  received  no  reinforcements.    In  his  letter  to  Oof. 
Henry,  written  on  the  29<h  of  April,  1779,  he  says  that,  at 
the  time  of  those  formi<iable  preparations,   he  had  oof 
heard  from  the  Executive  for  nearly  twelve  montlis.   '^m 
eommunieation  was  difficult  and  uncertain.     Alreacfy  hos- 
tile detachments  infested  the  neighbourhood  of  Kaskaskias^ 
but  they  did  not  presume  to  attack.     Under  these  eiroum- 
stances,  Clarke  thought  it  prudent  to  concentrate  bis  smalf 
force.     Major  Bowman  was  directed  to  evacuate  the  Fort 
at  the  Cohes,  in  onler  to  strengthen  the  principal  point  aff 
defence.    When  comparing  his  situation  with  that  of  the 
expected  assailants,  Clarke  despaired  of  his  ability  to  keep 
possession  of  the  country.    Still,  he  was  resolved  to  main* 
tain  a  siege,  and  preserve,  at  least,  the  post  of  Kashas- 
kias,  or  die  in  the  attempt.    To  this  end,  he  and  his  gil- 
lant  associates  were  making  active  preparations;  strength* 
ening  the  fortifications  of  the  place;  erecting  or  demo- 
lishing, as  necessity  dictated.    Whilst  they  were  thus  em- 
ployed, a  Spanish  mercliant,  who  had  been  at  Fort  Saint 
Tincent,  arrived.     He  informed  Col.  Clarke  that  Hamil- 
ton had  weakened  himself  b^  sending  his  Indians  against 
the  Frontiers,  and  up  the  Ohio.    In  the  Fort,  he  had  onJjr 
retained  eighteen  men,  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  few 
mounted  swivels.     His  intention  was  to  attack  Kaskaskias 
as  soon  as  the  season  would  permit,  and  he  had  no  doubt  of 
clearing  the  Western  waters  befoi*e  the  Autumn.    This 
information  was  for  the  genius  of  Clarke,  a  flash  of  elec- 
tric light.    It  discovered  to  him,  not  only  safety,  but  new 
glory.    He  saw  the  whole  by  Intuition-*- Hamilton  must  be 
attacked  before  he  could  colleer  his  Indians — there  was  no 
other  means  of  saving  tlie  country — with  Clarke,  to  resolye 
and  execute  required  but  a  moment.    Immediately  dis- 
patching a  small  galley  which  he  had  fitted  up,  mounting 
two  four  pounders,  and  fbur  swivels,  with  a  company  of 
men,  and  necessary  stores  on  board,  he  directed  the  per- 
son whom  he  appointed  to  command  her,  to  force  his  way 
up  the  Wabash,  if  possible,  and  station  himself  a  few 
miles  bijelow  the  enemy— suffering  nothing  to  pass— and  »- 
waiting  further  orders.     In  the  mean  time,  garrisoiiiog 
Kaskaskias  with  milttia,  embodying  the  inhwitaots  for 
the  protection  of  the  other  Towns,  and  enlisting  for  the 
ejLpedition  several  of  their  young  men,  who  displayed  Uie 


most  proiniring  ardour,   ^   ^limself  marched  across  the   CII  VP« 
eouatry,  with  one  hundre'j Hid  fifty  gallant  ^Jomrades,  on     IklV. 
M'liose  idevotion,  intrepid]^  V  and  persereranc^  be  (?ould  ^^^^^ 
well  rel^.    Although  his  band  was  small  and  unincutn-  , 

"bercd  with  heavy  baggage,  such  was  tlijB  ihclemencv  of     ^^^^ 
the  season,  and  such  ftie  difilculty  of  the  route,  that  h^ 
slowly  advanced,  not  wkhottt  apprehensions  of  ultimate 
failuise.     Whten  widiin  thriee  leagues*  of  the  enemy,  it  todk 
this  Spartan  band  five  days  to  Cross  the  drown^  lands  (ff 
the  M^'abash — having  to  wade,  often  up  warfls  of  two  leagues, 
to /heir  breast  in  water.f    Hail  doli  during  ^his  period  ^ 
(he  expedition,  the  weather  assumed  and  pr6^rved  a  mif- 
der  character,  all  these  braVe  men  must  Inevitably  hate 
perished.    Heaven  seemed  to  sirield  them.    On  the  ere- 
Xkiug  of  the  2Sd,  Ihe^  reached  the  diy  land,  unperccived  by 
ilve  enemy,  yet  having  thcmsc^lves  a  suffleient  view  of  the 
Fort.     No  tJme  was  to  be  wasted — no  deliberation  to  pre- 
cede the  long  meditated  blow — at  seven  o*clock,  the  attack 
^aa  made,  before  the  enemy  knew  any  thihg  of  the  assail- 
ants.    The  Town  immediately  surrendered  with  joy,  and 
assistefl  in  the  siege  of  the  Fort.    For  eightf*en  hours,  a 
contiunal  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.    Colonel  Clarkei 
iflid  not  calculate  on  cair^ing  the  Fort  before  the  arrivsu 
of  his  artilleiy.    During  the  nights  however,  afler  tlie  set-    Feb.  33i 
ting  of  the  moon,  he  had  an  intrenchment  thrown  up, 
w  ilhin  rifle  shot  of  the  enemy's  stt*ongest  battery,  and,  at 
morning,  poured  into  their  posts  such  a  shower  of  well 
directed  balls,  that  he  silenced,  in  fifteen  minutes,  tw6 
pieces  of  cannon,  without  having  one  of  his  men  killed  or  ' 
even  wounded.   As  his  numbers  were  smnll,  he  took  every  . 
possible  precaution  to  prevent  a  waste  of  Iri'cs.     On  the  Clarke 
loUowing day.  Governor  Hamilt&n  demanded  a  parley"; —  ^^v*^^*^*- 
andintimated  an  intention  to  surrender — difficulties  arose-^    ^    "*^^ 
hui  in  the  evening,  the  terms  of  the  surrender  were  ar-, 
ranged.     The  Governor  and  the  garrison  became  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  considerable  stores  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  conqueror. 

In  the  height  of  the  attack  upon  the  Fort,  one  of  the    Feb.  24: 
Indian  parties  detached  on  all  sides  by  Hamilton,  return- 
ed.   Ignorant  of  what  had  happened,  the  savages'  were 
marching  into  tlie  Town  with  two  prisoners.    Clarke,  up-x 


*  A  league  ,18  iJxmt  three  miles. 

t  Justly  has  Mr.  John  Bandolph'  compared  Clarke  with  Hannibal,  and 
iiis  wondeml  advance  with  tile  passag^e  of  the  Thrasimene  marsh. 

t  Th^se  details  were  given  by  Colonel  Clarke,  himself,  in  a  letter, 
dated  April  29ih,  1779,  (Kaskaskiaa)  and  addressed  to  P.  Henry,  then  Go- 
vernor, out  received  by  Thomas  Jenerson^  who  was  chosen  Covcnior,  oa 
the  lat  of  June  followiiig. 

8  2 


CHAP,  ov  hiarioff  of  Chis^  deUiebei  ^  party  of  bis  men  te  giw 
XIY.     them  battle  id  the  eomiiioiM^iifaie  Indians  were  taken— 
and  the  tv*u  prisoners  reieasecu 
9BSSSSSSSS      Other  oireumsianees^  equally  anspieious,  erowned  this 
1770'     vonderiul  sueeess.    A  eonvoy  of  goods  from  Detroit  was 
on  its  way  to  the  post,    Clarke  informed  of  this^  sent  m 
party  of  sixty  men,  in  armed  boatSf  well  mounted  Ntith 
swivels,  to  surp'  ize  and  intereept  the  eonvoy.    The  plaa 
was  completely  effected — foil^  prisoners,  goods  and  proH- 
•     sions  to  the  amount  of  iO^OOOt— the  mail  from  Canada  to 
Governor  Humihon,  was  brqught  to  Colonel  Clarke;  and 
to  add  to  the  geuerai  joy,  his  expi-ess  to  (he  Governor,  who 
was  ihoughi  to  have  been  killed,  near  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio» 
relumed  with  very  satisfaciory  letters  from  the  JBseeutivef 
and  the  tlianks  of  th«»  Assembly  to  this  gallant  little  biuid, 
tor  the  reduction  of  the  country  about  Raskaskias.     Thi» 
elimux  of  foiiunate  cirtumstaoces,  so  singular  that  it  seenno 
to  partake  of  the  marvellous  and  the  romantic,  and  mighty 
ii*  not  well  authenticated,  excite  doubt  and  even  inereduli- 
'ty,  so  much  elated  the  brave  men  under  Clarke,  that  they^ 
would  have  attempted  the  reduction  of  Detroit,  liad  he  1^ 
them  agiiinst  that  place.    He  was  not  disinclined  to  tho 
measure ;  but  the  necessity  of  securing  his  prisoners,  and 
the  difficulty  of  raising  a  number  of  men,  such  as  he  then 
thougSit  requisite  for  such  an  expedition,  prevented  him 
from  indulging  th^  ai'dourof  his  associates,  and  his  own  ini« 
puiso^  I'his  he  had  »oon  cause  to  regn^t.  He  was  informed 
that,  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  his  success  at  Fort  St. 
Vincents,  the  people  of  Detroit,  and  of  the  circumjacent 
country,  openly  manifested  their  joy,  during  three  whole 
days,  by  every  method  w|iich  social  festivity  eonM  devisey 
and  they  so  far  counted  upon  Clarke*s  speedy  arrival,  that 
the  merchants  provided  for  him  and  his  men  those  neces- 
saries and  comforts  which  <hey  imagined  would  be  wanted. 
The  haughty,  capricious,  tyrannical,  and  bloody  disposi* 
tion  of  the  captive  Governor,  had  alienated  from  him  every 
virtuous  and  feeling  heart.    Most  of  the  inhabitants  too, 
were  the  descendanfs  of  French  settlers;  and  the  news  of 
the  alliance  had  just  reached  them.  The  garrison,  amounts 
ing  only  to  eighty  men,  could  not  oppose  this  burst  of  sen- 
tjment — ^bu(  when  Clarke  received  this  intelligenee,  De- 
troit had  been  itlinforeedj  the  fair  oj^rtimity  was  no 
more. 
o<^.  Haniu      Most  of  the  prisoners  were  discharged  on  parole.  Hamil- 
^^^J^^    ton  and  his  principal  officers  were,  sent  to  Williamsborg^ 
iSunaburr.    ^^  ^^^  severe  confinement  to  which  the  Exeeutive  9f  Vir- 
ginia  thought  it  just  and  expedient  at  first  (o  subject  these 
prisoners*  involves  an  important  point,  that  of  retaliation^ 
we  will  again,  in  the  proper  place,  bring  tliera  into  View. 
Designs  of        The  reduclion  of  Detroit,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  North- 
<^^sft      era  British  territory,  had^  sometime  before^  engaged  tht 
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attention  •t  Congress.    That  Body  seoHis  toJhftTfi  tflways   CHAP. 
•onteindialed  the  conquest  of  Canada,  with  peeuliar  soli-      XIV. 
•ihide.    Burhi);  the  winler,  a  magnificent  and  extensive 
ppojeet  a^nst  that  provinee,  was  transmitted  lo  Genei*al  ^=»i^ 
nashington.    Part  of  that  plan  was  the  march  of  two  se-       ^^^ 
parate  columns  of  Continental  troops  from  Pittsburg  and 
'Wyootfngy  against  Detroit  and  Niagara.     On  other  points  against  Oe- 
American  detachments  were  to  press*  whilst  a  French  fleet  utut 
and  army  should  simultaneousty  attack  the  Kastern  fron- 
tier of  Canada.    General  La  Fayette,  and  Or.  Frankliuy 
now  sole  Minister  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Court  of  Versailles,  were  to  exert  tlieir  influence  at 
that  Courty  to  obtain  the  desired  eooperntion.     Already 
D'Estaing  had  issiitd  an  address  to  the  people  of  Canada^  ' 

with  a  view  to  revive  lormer  attachments  and  sensibilities 
in  bthalf  of  the  common  cause,  against  a  hrave  and  pawm 
erful  nation^  which  the  allies  hoped  to  vanquish.*  Wash- 
ington i&eain  opposed  the  dictates  of  his  unerring  judg- 
ment and  comprehensive  mind  to  the  dazzling  views  of 
sanguine  projectors.  The  execution  of  the  plan  required 
such  an  immensity  of  resources — so  extraordinary  a  coin- 
cidence of  remote  and  improbable  contingencies,  that  Con-  , 
gress,  upon  a  careful  and  deliberate  consideration  of  tl^e 
whole^  resolved  to  abandon  an  expedition,  the  chief  object 
of  which  was  to  remove  the  cause  of  Indian  hostilities,  aiMl 
their  eoncomitant  horrors.  General  M'Intosh,  howeverf 
remfuned  stationed  at  Pittsburg,  collecting  troops,  and  ma- 
king other  preparations  against  Detroit. 

The  British  prisoners,  known  under  the  appellation  of 
^  Convention  troops,**  were  now  in  Virginia.    The  fate  of  The  troops 
these  m^  deser\e  some  details.    By  the  Convention  be-  ^^^^' 
tween  Gates  and  Burgoyne.  a  free  passage  to  England  had  mArcbed  to 
beeo  stipulated  for  the  surrendering  army,  upon  condition  VirginiA. 
of  aot  again  serving  in  North  Americ^i,  during  the  present 
cout«*i$t.    This  article  left  to  Great  Britain  the  advantage 
of  employing  tho^e  prisoners,  either  at  home,  or  in  any  o- 
ther  part  of  the  world,  except  North  America.  The  troop9» 
nt^hose  plaees  Uiey  would  supply^  migliA  act  against  ttie 
llnitcd  States  ;  nay,  many  of  these  men  might,  regardless 
of  those  engsigements  which  bind  only  Jionouralde  soldiers, 
repair  to  New  York,  after  embarkation*     It  was  found  im- 
possible, at  first,  to  procure  satisfactory  accomodations  for 
the  offieers  and  soldiers  at  Boston.     Burgoyne  loudly  com- 
plained, and  declared  that  the  public  faith  of  America  xoas  • 
iroken.    This  declaration,  combined  with  tbe  frequent  an- 
terior assertions  of  some  British  Agents  that  <<  faith  was 
net  to  be  kept  with  rebels,"  alarmed  the  Congress.    They 
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•  This  style  was  somewhat  diflTeren/from  the  abtuive  State  papers  of  Bri- 
-  t^h  Afpcnts  &e.    It  vn»  « JMUe  re^sliatiOB. 
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Cli.llP,    expressed  their  fears  }  pernditted  Bargoyne  atdine  to  em- 
X|y.      bark,  and  detsdned  the  troops  '*  antil  an  authentic  ratifiea- 
tion  of  the  Convention  at  Saratoga  should  be  obtained  fk-om 
'^^ '     —^  IIj^  BritiJsh  Govempient" — ^The  Royal  CoinniiSiiOiiers,  in 
'  *       '  the  course  of  their  fruitless  negociation?  offered  to  rali& 
^' ^*      that  compact,  ^  They  had  no  powers  to  lUat  eftfcet,*     Ai- 
temvards/Sir  Itenry  Clinton  having  refused  to  grant  pass- 
es) t  for  American  vessels  to  transphil  provisions  and  fuel 
to  Host  on  for  the  use  of  the  Coavention  tf  oops^  the  Congress 
deemed  them  idtves  justiBable  in  removing  those  troops  to 
such  a  part  of  the  United  States  as  they  would  be  best  sub- 
sisled  in^   and  Charlottesville,  the  chief  town  of  Albe- 
insirle  county,  in  the  State  of  Timnia,  was  selected  fdr 
tkxt.  purpose.    About  the  middle  of  November^  1778,  the 

S*:soQrrs  of  Sa|*atoga,  were  marched  ft*om  Cambridge  and 
uland  to  VI rginia,  u^nder  proper  escorts,  and  reached  the 
place  of  iheir  destirtation  in  the  beginning  of  i7T9, 
hch  '^^^  ^*  uation  of  Charlottesville  was  Wdl  adapted  to  the 

iDttwviUeT'  double  purpose  of  subsistence  for  Ihe  troops*  .and  of  seettri- 
ty  against  their  escape.  The  Convention  piisoners  might 
feanily  V  8Uppf)rted  at  ihatplaciv,  without  subductiftg  from 
those  s'u[>plits  which  thr  counties  ontlie  tide  ii'atersaflbrtk^ 
for  the  State  troops,  and  the  Northei*n  parts  of  Virgirfa 
for  the.  grand  army»  and  the  troops  under  MPtntosh,  or»- 

*ny  6tlier  detachment  which  the  uncertain  and  treacherous 
CO  iduct  of  the  Indians  might,  from  time  to  time,  render 
hco^^ssarvf  on  the  West.  I'o  calls  for  either  of  those  pur- 
poses, fhe  eounHes  above  the  fide- waters,  in  the  middle 
parts  of  the  countr*  •  Were  not  accessible,  except  at  soch 
lan  e\p?nce  of  transportation  as  the  articles  would  not  beaK 
Here  then  was  an  immense  field,  whose  surplus  6f  produce 
cim!d    otbi>  (arried  (othe  American  army,  a  field,  too*  that 

/would  be  niadjcS  to  proihice  much  more,  "when  an  increased 
de  iiand.  and  the  prospect  of  benefit,  should  stimulate  enter- 
l^is*^  and  industrv,  l^e  mills  on  the  waters  of  James  ri- 
ver, above  the  falls,  open   to  convenient  navigaUon,  were 

'  iViany,  and  sorne  of  them  of  grent  note,  as  manufaeturers. 
I'he'town  of  ChnrliMtesvine  itself  was  surrounded  by  nills. 
As  to  animal  HubHistenee,  it  might  easily  be  driv*  n  Tom 
those  parts  of  the  Slate,  which  abounded  in  it»  to  this  cen- 
tral point.  The  safe  custody  of  the  troops  was  another 
eirciimsfanco  for  which  the  si(e  of  Charlottesville  appe^- 
ed  extremely  well  fitted — equally  removed  from  the  ae- 
ee>9  of  an  Eastern  or  \V<  stern  eilen  y.  placed  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  State,  so  that  should  the  prisoners  attempt  an 
eruption  ^in  any  direction  they  must  p^ss  through  a  great- 
er extent  of  hostile  count  inr,  in  a  neighbourhood  thickly 
inhabited  by  a  robust  and  hardy  people.     Zealous  in  tlie 

*  The  reason  of  State  shewed  itself  in  the  rear  of  all  djBCUMioBi  (ta 
this  point,  • 


Ameri^ita  eaiise^  ilcqaalmed  unth  tfif^  n^  AT  nm»^,  ilil»   CHAR. 
deHle^  tnd  passes  by  which  thoy  mii^i  i^tte*  ever  watehlUi^     XIT* 
ever  ready  to  crush  in  its  birth  any  improper  moveoiMt  m  ^^_^^^ 
thepart  of  the  prisoners  •■■■■■■^ 

When  the  liatter  first  arrived  at  Chari^ttesvilloy  a  ttMi^      ^^^ 
'meiitary  embarrassment  was  feU»  and  the  pec^le  experi- 
enced some  alarm  at  the  eonseqnenees  whieh  a  want  of  «6^  Their  com- 
ees^ary  accommodations  migiit  produce.    The  winter  was  fbrtabiesi- 
itnconimonly  Severe  :  the  barracks  nnSn^edfdr  w***^  of  ^^^jl** 
labourers ;  no  sufllcient  stores  of  bread  laid  in  :  and  ^  «atpiaoe 
roads  rendered  impassable  by  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther,  and  the  number  of  waggons  which  had  lately  covered 
them«-*Soon.  however,  every  dilBculty  and  «very  i^ipro^ 
liensidn  «^anishe<l«    The  planters,  being  more-genenJly-dei- 
lers  than  buyers,  and  finding  their  own  benefit  in  suppUc^ 
Industriously  jirocnred,  quickly  removed  a  scarcity  merely 
accidental.    To  the  genius  and  exertions  of  Mr.  Haw* 
kins  during  the  short  time  he  lived  after  his  appeointmeilt 
to  the  Commissary  department  by  the  Inmrd  of  war,  much 
was  also  due.    That  Gentleman  had  displayed,  in  the  dis- 
'eh;<rge  of  iris  duties*   the  most  indefatigable  activity,  ftnd 
collected  vast  quantities  oranimalfood     Natnre  and  obr 
servation   had  fitted  him  for  that  sphere  of  usefulness. 
Bis  eye  immediately  pervaded  the  whcrie  State — this  was 
reduced  at  once  to  a  regular  machine,  to  a  systeou— add 
tile  whole  put  into  movement  and  animation  by  the  fiat 
of  his  comprehensive  mind.    The  eflects  of  his  services 
out-lived  him.    Soon   the  residence  of  the  prisohers  as- 
sumed a    pleasing  air  of  comfort  and  ease.    I'he  oiHeers 
rented  houses  and  small  farms  in  the  neighbourhood; 
they  purchased  cows,  sheep,  and  other  domestic  animab; 
set  in  to  farming,  prepared    their  gardens ;  beguiling, 
in  tiiese  innocent  and  useful  employments,  the  tedious 
hours  of  captivity,  and  almost  forgetting,  in  the  calm  of 
retirement,  the  bustle,  the  pomp,  the  ambition,  and  eclat 
of  mjlifaryiife. — The  men  followed,  on  a  smaller  scale, 
the  example  of  their  ofiicers.    The   environs  of  the  bar- 
racks  were  delightful.    The  ground  was  cleared,  ami  di- 
vided into    small  lots,  neatly    enclosed    and  cultivated. 
The  gardens,  poultry,  pigeons^  and  other  t'ural  circumstan- 
cef»,  embellished,  vivified  the  landscape,  and  presented  to 
t)*  1"^   mind  i  h  e  idea  of  a  company  of  farmers  rather  than  of 
a  camp  of  soldiers.     In  addition  to  the  barracks  erected  by 
the  |/ut)lie,  the  prisoners  had  built  great  numbers  for  them- 
selves, in  sueli  messes  as  fancied  each  other.    In  short, 
the  whole  corps  both  officers  and  men  seemed   happy  ; 
they  had  found  the  art  of  rendering  captivity  itself  com- 
fortable. 

Let  these  details  be  excused !  Melancholy  and  wearisome, 
indeed,  must  !)e  the  task  of  the  Historian,if  condemned  to 
puiftt  i|p  other  but  scenes  of  misery,  in  its  various  shapqs ! 
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CHAP*    Why  shonM  we  sparn,  when  fati^ed  y^Mh  spectaeles  at 
XIY.     rapine  and  slanghter,  those  eonsoling  images  of  mitigated 

distress*  which  occasionally  inyite  and  relieve  oui*  eye  ?— 

^f^s^^^  Such  pictui'es  are  interesting  to  all  mankind.  Friend% 
^jy^  foes,  and  neutrals  equally  delight  in  eontemplating  what- 
ever lias  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  horni^  of  war*  and  the 
hardships  incident  to  captivity.  Wifh  an  impression  of 
this  kind»  we  have  perused  a  letter  from  Mr.  JeflTrrson  to 
Governor  Henij,  upon  hearing  that,  in  coniM*4|uence  of 
dome  powers  loiigcd  by  Congress  in  the  Executive  of  Vir- 
ginia, they  had  it  in  contemplation  to  remove  the  Conven- 
tion troops,  either  wholly,  or  in  part,  from  Chariot tsville, 
at  the  Very  time  when,  chiefly  at  their  own  great  laihoor 
and  expence,  the  prisoners  had  completed  the  arrange- 
ments which  we  have  mentioned,  and  when  their  spirits 
'  were  sustained  by  tlie  prospect  of  comfort  and  gratifieatJon 

rising  before  their  eyes.     Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  nii- 
Butclyio  follow  the  luminous  and  impressive  developmcBts 

S resented  in  that  letter.  Suffice  it  to  observe  that  it  pro- 
uced  the  intended  effect.  The  Governor  and  Couneil  be- 
came convinced  that  the  removal  of  the  troops  would  be  a 
Jbreaeh  of  puolic  faith;  that,  if  they  were  removed  to  ano* 
ther  State,  or  to  another  part  of  the  State,  it  would  be  tht 
&uU  of  the  Commissaries,  and  that  in  either  ease,  the 
pnblic  interest  and  security  would  suffer-  the  comfort  able 
and  plentiful  subsistence  of  the  American  army  be  less^cB- 
e<l— the  health  of  the  Convention  troops  injured-— tlieir 
wishes  crossed,  and  their  comforts  torn  from  them— the 
character  of  whim  and  caprice,  or,  what  was  norse,  of 
cruelty,  be  fixed  upon  the  Americans  as  a  nation--and,  to 
crown  jlhe  whole,  the  people  themselvis  he  disgusted  with 
such  a  proceeding.  In  conse(;uenee  of  this  couviction,  the 
troops  remained  at  Charlottesville. 

Tlie  liberality  of  Mr.  Jefiei'son*8  principles  impelled  him 
to  politcne-ss  and  generosity  towards  his  new  neighbours, 
**  The  great  cause  which  divides  our  countries.'*  he  wrote 
in  answer  to  a  card  from  Gen.  Plrilli^is.  *^  is  not  to  l>e  de- 
^*  cidcd  by  individual  uiimosities.  Thr  harmony  of  private 
'<  societii^s  cannot  weaken  national  efforts.  To  contribute 
^  ^  *^  by  neighbourly  intercourse  and  attention  to  make  others 
•*  happy,  is  the  shortest  and  surest  way  of  biing  hap{)y  our- 
*<  selves.  As  these  sentiments  seem  to  have  directed  your 
^<  conduct,  we  should  he  as  unwise  as  illiberal,  were  we 
*<  not  to  preserve  the  same  temper  of  mind.**  Such  ideas, 
and  a  conduct  always  in  unison  with  them,  conciliatef*  to 
Mr.  Jefferson  the  personal  respect  and  good  will  of  th« 
troops,  both  officers  and  men.*    We  have,  at  this  moment, 

•  Whilst  in  Europe,  Mr  Jefferson  visited  Germany.  Passings  ibroujrh  a 
Town  where  one  of  the  Hessian  corps  that  had  been  at  Ch^lottesvillc, 
happened  to  be  in  p^rrison,  he  met  with  Baron  Ue  Geismar,  who  imme- 
diately apprized  his  brother  ofEcers  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  presence  .Tliev, 
flocked  round  him— loaded  him  with  respects  and  civilitjcil  an^  spike  of 
Vii^iia  with  sensibility. 
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kf  foie  as  seTeral  letters  from  Major-  Greiierate  Phillips  and    CHAP* 
Rif^desei — Brigadier  Specht«-C.  De  Geismar-  J,  L.  De     XIV. 
TJngler-'^and  ^ome  others,  expressive  of  gratitude,  esteehi,  ^^^^____^ 
and  friendly  ^^ishes.    Phillips  eniphatieaUy  extols  Mr.  Jcf-  ^=^=*5 
fersoii's  delifate  proceedings:  Riedesel  repeatedly  and  art-      ^^79 
iessly  pours  out  his  thanks  and  those  of  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren ;  his  efTusioDs  which  flowed  fr6m  the  heart,  irresisti- 
bly  engage  our  sympathies.    *<  The  little  attentions  you  are 
A  pleased  to  magnify  so  much,"  Mr.  Jefferson  replied  ^ne- 

w  ver  deserved  a  mention  or  thought _—  Opposed 

^  as  we  happen  to  be  in  our  sentiments  of  duty  and  honour, 
^  an<l  anxious  for  contrary  events,  I  shall,  nevertheless, 
^  sincerely  njoiee  in  evory  circumstai^ce  of  happiness  and 
^  safety  whi«)h  may  attend  you  personally.^  To  De  Unger^ 
the  same  gentleman,  wrote,  •^  The  very  small  amusements 
'«  which  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  furnish,  in  order  to 
'<  lighten  your  heavy  hours,  by  no  means  merited  the  ac« 
^<  knowledgments  you  make.  Their  impression  must  he 
^<^  aseribed  toyour  extreme  sensibility  rather  than  to  their  * 
^'^  own  weight.  Wlien  the  course  of  events  shall  have  re- 
^  moved  you  to  distant  scenes  of  action,  where  laurels  not 
^  moistened  with  the  blood  of  my  country,  may  be  gather- 
^'  ed,  I  shall  urge  my  sincere  prayers  for  your  obtaining  eve- 
^  ry  honour  and  preferment  which  may  gladden  the  heart 
^  of  a  soldier.  On  the  other  hand,  should  your  fondness 
A  for  philosophy,  resume  its  merited  ascendency,  is  it  im- 
^  possible  to  hope  that  this  unexplored  country  may  tempt 
^  yonr  residence,  by  holding  out  materials,  wherewith  to  ^ 
^  build  a  fame,  founded  on  the  happiness  and  not  on  the 
**  calamiiies  of  human  nature?  Bo  this  as  it  may-  ^a  Phi- 
^  losopher,  or  a  soldier—I  wish  you  personally  many  fell- 
^^  eitics.'*  Lieutenant  De  Unger  was  fond  of  literature 
and  seienee;*  he  enjoyed  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  library  an  ad- 
vantage which  his  situation  and  his  habits  rendered  doubly 
precious.  Other  officers  loved  music  and  painting;  they 
found  in  him  a  cultivated  taste  for  the  fine  arts.  They  were 
astonished,  delighted ;  their  letters  to  several  parts  of  Ger- 
many, gave  of  the  Virginia  character,  ideas  derived  from 
that  noble  specimen.  These  found  their  way  into  severjil 
Gazettes  of  the  ancient  world,  and  the  name  of  Jefferson 
was  associated  with  that  of  Franklin.  Surely,  this  inno- 
cent and  bloodless  conquest  over  the  minds  of  men  whose 
swords  had  originally  born  hired  to  the  oppressors  of  A- 
meriea*  was^in  itself  scarcely  less  glorious,,  though  in  its 
effects  less  extensively  beneficiult  than  the  splen«lid  train ' 
of  victbries  which  had  disarmed  their  hands! 

•  His  letters  to  Mr.  Jefferson  are  all  in  French— Riedesel  \fcTote  some 
timei  in  French,  some  limes  in  Eng^lish.  In  both  cases,  the  syle  stjongly 
savotufl  of  the  German  idiom,  and  gives  to  the  effusions  of  the  writers  an 
tkqinai  vete,  whi^  a  iH  «ids  to  tiie  interest  whicft  tfiey  aio  natunOJv 
<'&Mtlat^  to  inapir^. 


Ml  ^tlSTORT  OP 

CHAP*      Another  <Sif«Miistaii<^  tended  to  eosure  the  comfinrf  «4 
XI V.      quirt  of  the  troops.  «!'  Convention  at  Cliarlotte&ville.    TlU 
^gg^g^s^  ^o^Ulley  ftmialile.  and  bapftne  Colom^l  XUeodorick  Biaodt 
1779      ^U9"^aiide«l  the  guard  plaoed  over  them. 

JLet  us  now  resume  oup  view  of  military  transactions, — 
Kcw  plan  of  ^^  Southern  States  were  now  deslined  to  feel  the  pi-incipal 
tk€  Bntifth.  iveight  of  British  wratbt  and  British  power.  To  suUju^ate 
the  weakest  of  them,  and  *<to  rentier  (he  resf  of  asljule 
avail  9A  possible  to  iheir  new  eonneotions,''  wa^  the  deter- 
i^oation  of  the  Ministers.*  The  royal  Comnnssioners  had 
announced  that  del erminal ion  in  thru*  threatenipg  manifes- 
to. Ol'.entire  subjugation  tl^e  BriiiMli  Cabinet  ec.uld  K*aree- 
^'  retmn  a  hope.  Three  unsueceshful  ctanpaigns  in  the 
Sortby  had  conveyed  to  Greai  Biit^  stern  truths  in  a 
tone  not  to  be  mistaken.  To  the  Soutiierp  e^Llremily  c^ 
.  tiie  UnioUf  therefove.  Sir  H.  Clinton  was  directed  ito  turn 
his  eiiief  attention.  Gcorgifi  and  the  Carolinas  irould,  it 
vas  expeeled,  be  easily  reduced.  Virginia,  and  aU  the  as- 
"  sailable  points  of  the  Middle  and  Northern  States,  were  ta^ 
be  harrassed  and  ravaged,  with  a  view  to  lessen  their  re- 
sources, to  piievent  them  from  ai<Ung  the  principal  points  of 
attack*  and,  especially,  to  faligue  and  exat^ierate  the  eiti- 
^ns  .by  repented  and  prolonged  dil^csses.  and  dius  to 
impel  I  hem  to  the  aKguration^of  a|;overnnient  which  tlnj 
would,  it  was  tliougfaiy  beinduce4l  to  consider  as  totallj  io- 
competent  to  the  protection  pf  iheir  persons  and  their  pro- 

Invasion  &  Already  the  chief  post  of  Georgia  was  in  the  power  of 
reduction  of  the  British.f  lacatenant-Colonel  Campbell*  bad*  as  we 
Georgia.  jiavc  seen,  embai*ked  at  New  York,  witli  a  body  of  f  roops^ 
intended  to  eo>operate,  for  the  reduction  of  that  State, 
with  Gen.  Prevost,  U^m  East  Florida.  Against  the  lat- 
ter, the  Amoriean  Major- General  Robt.  Howe,  whose  seiy 
vices  against  Dunmore  we  have  before  detailed,  had  made. 
In  the  summer  of  1778,  an  unsuccessful  attenipt.  At  the 
head  of  1,500  men,  he  took  post  in  front  of  Savannah*  op- 

•  From  unavoidable  typographical  arrangements,  our  Urn  its  imperiousljr 
compel  us  to  abridge  whatever  does  not  immediately  belong  to  v  irgiaiiL 
liie  events  in  Georgia  and  the  twj  Carolinas,  have  been  ampl\  djet&iled 
by  British  and  American  Historians.  The  works  of  Ramsay^  MarshaU,  H. 
Lee,  are  accessible  to  every  American  reader. 

t  The  British  principle,  h^e  avowed  by  the  Ministers  and  Conmissioa- 
ers  of  that  na*  ion,  was  not  new.  U  was  long  before  that  of  the  Carth^geiiAn^ 
a  people  in  w^iose  political  code  morality  had  no  chapter^  and  wiUi  whoni, 
in  every  transaction,  the  only  question  ^s^as,  what  was  best  for  themsehres? 
Observe  their  conduct  towartls  those  trlends  in  Ital  v,  wh^  they  had  aticn- 
ated.  'VPncceps  in  avaritiam  et  crudelitatem  animus,  ad  sppliaiida  ftuee 
tueri  neqnibat,  ia  vastaUi  hotH  reHngiierentur,  inclinavit.  Faedum'  conailbjm 
qmim  incepto^  tum  exitu,  fuit.  Neque  enim  indigna  patientium  modo 
abalienabantur  animi,  hcd  csetcrorum  etinm  Quippe  ad  pliires  excmpluni» 
quamcalamatas  pertinebat " — ^Liv.  26,  28. 

Singular  parallelism  of  character,  of  principles,  of  pursuits,  and  coquet » 
tt  cannot  fail  to  have  struck  the  attention  ot  every  reader  of  Uiato^ll 
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€01  tlie  abroach  of  IdeutenantCampteU.  His  position  was   CHAP. 
judieioas:  his  tpoo|)s  brave,  and  himself  inflexibly  bent      XIV. 

on  vigorous  resistance.     The  accidental  discovery  of  an 

unguarded  path  leading  to  his  rear-^-defeat,  with  conside-  — — — 
rable  loss  in  mexkf  baggage,  and  artillery,  was  the  conse-  ^^^g 
quence.  Savannah  fell  into  tlie  power  of  the  victor.  Pre* 
vost,  advancing  from  East  Florida,  took  Sunbury;  and 
after  joining  Campbell,  assumed  the  command  of  the  united 
forces.  Augusta  fell  next^  and  Hamilton  proceeded  West- 
wardly,  to  encourage  and  protect  the  Loyalists.  His  pro- 
gress could  not  be  cueoked;  but  a  body  of  about  700  disaf* 
fected,  most  of  them  men  of  lawless  and  savage  disposition, 
who  had  fled  into  the  We3tern  wilderness,  to  avoid  the  re-* 
straints  of  civil  society,  was  routed  by  Col.  Pickens  from 
S.  Carolina.  In  the  sulrjugation  of  Georgia,  the  British 
experienced  no  other  check.  That  State  now  assumed  the 
appearance  of  a  conquered  I^rovince.  There,  but  only 
there,  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  exhibit- 
ed the  singular  spectacle  of  a  Legislature  convened  under 
the  authority  of  the  British  Crown.  The  policy  of  Camp- 
bell and  Pre  vost  was  mild,  and  therefore,  wise.  The  peo- 
ple were  by  protecting  measures  reconciled  to  this  new 
change  ofeonditioo.  ^ 

Lmcoln*    the    gallant   associate    of  Wavshington   and  G«n.  Lin* 
Gates,  and  a  pupil  not  unworthy  of  such  miisters,  liad  boen  ^e^^^^f^ 
placed  by  the  provident  solicitude  of  Congress  at  the  head  mandof  the 
of  the  Southern  department  Two  thousands  troojis  sent  b>  Southern 
Korth  Carolina.  witJi  honourable  promptitude,  to  the  pro>  *""y' 
bable  point  of  attack*  had  appeared  at  Charleston,  headed 
by  Ashe  and  Rutherford,  and  demanding  to  be  arme(f» 
aad  led  against  the  common   foe.     Alarmed   for  herseUV 
South  Carolina  could  not  inTmedlately  part  with  any  of 
her  meaas  of  defence.    These  brave  men  did  not  receive 
muskets  until  after  the  disaster  of  Howe,*  who  had   pre- 
^pitately  retreated,  over  the  Savannah  river,  into  South 
Carolina.     It  wa»  only  then  that  the  zealous. troops  from 
North  Carolina  were  able  to  join  him — Lincoln  took  the 
command  of  the  whole,  reinforced  by  the  South  Carolina 
troops.    He  encamped  on  the  Northen  side  of  the  Savan- 
nah, watching  the  first  favourable  opportunity  of  crossing 
that  rivers  striking  the  enemy,  ami  limiting  to  the  low 
country,  where  an  insalubrious  atmosphere  would  soon  ef- 
&ct  more  than  the  sword. 


Hitherto  the  British  had  been  undisturbed  in  Georgia,  The  British 
..    ^  ^      ;kcns.    An  accession  of  force  froriiJj;j^^f^^^ 

St.  Augustine,  enabled  them  to  exteud  their  posts.    Major    ^  ^   '^ 


except  by  the  daring  Pickens. 


*  An  fnquiry  was  aft erMrards  held  upon  the  disaster  before  Savannah — 
*^(l  ^ta^or  General  Howe  honourably  acc^itted.  At  this  time  Howe  joined 
*«e  main  armv,  wher^hc  aenrcd  to  the  end  of  the  war- 
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Prevost 
marches  to 
Charleston. 


Oardnerf  with  a  deteohmeDt  of  two  hundred  meot  toik 
possession  of  liie  Island  of  Port  Royal»  in  South  Carolimu 
He  was  soon  dislodged  from  that  post  by  Gisieral  Moul- 
triOf  who  would  have  annibilated  the  vfluAe  British  deUch- 
ment^had  not  ammunition  failed  his  little  band  of  intrepid 
South  Carolinians.  This  eheek  damped  for  a  moment  the 
ardour  of  British  enterprise  ;  it  had  a  contrary  ef- 
fect on  the  Americans.  Lincoln  resolved  to  act  offensive* 
Iy«  Brigadier  General  Ashe,  heading  a  body  of  about  one 
thous^iud  five  hundred  cniiitia*  was  stationed  opposiite  to 
Augusta.  The  British  abandoned  that  place,  and  cross- 
ing Brier  creels,  marched  towards  Ebenezer,  then  I  ha 
head-quarters  of  General  Prevost.  Ashe  crossed  the  Sa- 
Tannah,  apd  took  post  behind  Brier  creek,  where  it  falls 
into  the  river.  The  naiural  advantages  of  a  situation 
which  secured  his  front  and  his  left,  lulled  him  into  a  fa* 
ial  tranquility.  Making  demonstrations  of  orosaing  the 
Savannah,  he  ordered  a  strong  detaelijnent  to  take  a  con- 
cealed and  circuitous  route,  au»i  crossing  the  creek  fifteen 
miles  above  the  Americans,  rapidly  to  lall  on  their  rear.. 
'I  his  movement  was  succcssrully  executed.  150  Amen* 
cans  fell ;  162  were  taken  prisoners.  Mt^iy  were  drown- 
^  in  attempting  to  re-cross  the  Savannah  ;  and  of  the  sur- 
vlvoE'S  onlv  450  i*cjoine(l  Ltuooln.  This  unfortunate  event) 
the  ofTsprmg  of  thsit  improvident  inattention*  incident  to 
young  soldiers,  deprived  the  American  General  of  nearly 
one  fourth  of  hh  force  ;  it  invigorated  Uie  British,  by 
rekindling  tlie  spirit  of  loyalty  and  Indian  resentment,  on 
the  Western  borders  of  the  Carolinas. 

The  situution  ot*  South  Carolina  now  became  extremely 
critical.  In  the  existini;  Hlai;jii,  exti*aordinary  powers,  ap- 
proximating to  dictatorial  autliority,  were  vested  in  Joba 
Rutledge,  a  citizen  whose  virtues  and  abilities  could  alone 
justify  the  dangei*0U8  experiment*  His  energetic  exercise 
of  the  almost  unbounded  power  lodged  in  his  hands,  re-cre- 
ated the  army.  Soon  Lineolti  was  able  to  resume  his  plan 
of  recovering  and  holding  Augusta^  This  v/sss  the  more 
desirable,  as  the  time  ap)>ointed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
republican  Legtsiatnre  at  that  place,  had  now  arrived. 
Leaving,  thert^ibrc.  to  Gen**Tal  Moultrie  the  defenre  of 
Purrysburg  and  Blaok-Swamp,  he  himself  threatened 
Augusta.  Prevost,  instead  of  marchin;^  directh  lo  meet 
and  oppose  him,  crossed  the  Savannah  near  its  mouth,  and 
pointed  his  route  towanis  Charleston.  Moultrie  retired 
before  him.  Lincoln,  penetrating  his  adversary's  design, 
sti^mly  adhered  to  his  original  purpose.  He  detached, 
however,  a  corps  of  three  hundrod  Light  Infantry  to  iho 
relief  of  Moultrie.  Impetuous  ahd  unopposed  had  liitiier- 
to  bf en  Prevost's  advance.  The  facility  of  hb  mai^ch* 
the  (rrror  which  he  spread  around  him  wherever  he  np« 
pearcd^  the  eagerness  of  the  people  on  his  route  to  daim 


VIRGINIA.  .  zst 

ArltMi  prntecllan,  the  feyourable  inteHfgenoe  wliieli  they    CHAP* 
mve  of  the  State  of  Cliarleaton,  emboldf^ned  the  British     XTV 
leader.    What  was  first    iotended  as  a  feints  became  a  .zstatsaea 
fixed  plan.    But  he  consumed  two  days  in  reposing  bis 
troops^  and  malitng  various  arran|i;ements9  wben  advanced      i77ir 
near  half  the  distance.    This  delay  tiaved  the  MetropoIiiB 
of  South  Carolina.    Rutledge,  who  occupied  a  central  posi- 
tioa  at  Orangeburghy  Joined  Moultrie ;  and  both  threw 
themselves  into  Charleston,  where  Pulaski  also  entered 
with  his  dauntless  legion.    That  spirit  which  had  anima-  ' 
t«l  the  citizens  of  Charleston,  when  assailed  by  (Grcnerkl 
Clinton  in  1776,  was  now  gloriously  revived.    Every  effort 
was  made  that  could  promote  adequacy  of  defeoee,  w^A 
when  Prevost  invested  and  summoned  the  town,  his  terms    . 
of  surrender  were  rejected.    The  discussion,  hotrcver,  ^^7^^ 
was*  inieittionally  protracted  by  the  Americans,  in   order 
to  gain  time  and  complete  their  works.    The  neutrality  <dr 
the  town  and  State  during  the   war  was  proposed,"*^  but 
spumed  by  Prevost.    The  inhabitants  expected  an  assault 
the  next  morning.    The  dawn,  however,  discovered  to  Kc*r«aJ«» 
them  the  retreat  of  the  Bridsh.     Scarcely  had  they  cross- 
ed (he  Ashley,  when  Lincoln,  who  by  forced  marches*  had 
advanced  from  Augusta  to  the  relief  of  Charleston,  reach- 
ed Dorchester,   at  the  entrance  of  the  Isthmus,  on  the 

Southern  extremity  of  Which  Charleston  stands 

Prevost  availing  himself  of  the  very  mode  of  retreat  which 
the  British  shipping  afforded,  embai^ced  bis  troops  and 
baggage— proceeded  unmolested  to  John's  Island,  where 
he  took  post,  to  wait  for  ammunition  and  other  supplies 
from  New  York.t 

The  assistance  of  Virginia  had  been  early  solicited  by  the 
Exectitive  of  Carolina.     Governor  Henry  directed  one 
thousand  militia  to  be  embodied  ;  and  nmrched  to  Charles- 
ton.    Delays  and  difficulties,  arising  from  the  complexion  ^JT**.^?^ 
of  the  times,   prevented  the  immediate  execution  of  tlie  Bri^\^^ 
measure.    A  portlbn  of  that  number  was,  however,  ob-  General 
tained,  and  their  march  was  strenuously  urged,  when  Vir-  Mathcv.  ^ 
ginia  herself  was  invaded.  •       .  May  8., 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whose  avoweil  object  it  now 
was  to  harrass  and  destroy,  wherever  he  could  not  conquer, 
surveyed  the  resources  and  relative  importance  of  the  as* 


•  Neither  the  proposal,  nor  the  rejection  of  it,  can  be  approved  — ^Dcs- 
pondoit  must  the  people  have  been,  and  iiiconsideraie  the  British  General. 
His  triple  errors— of  delay  on  his  route— of  delay  also  in  attacking^— and, 
finally,  of  reject  in  j  tenns  bo  promising"  to  the  British,  and  so  injurious  to 
America,  is  unaccountable.  But  hi^h  and  proud  were  the  hopes  of  the 
British  in  that  quarter. 

t  Commissioners  were  sent  for  tha^  purpose  from  Charleston  to  Willi- 
Mnsbiipg,  in  FeSruary;  a  letter  from  Edw&rd  llnile<ljje,  lo  a  member  of 
the  Legislature,  recommending  the  subject  to  the  a  tcntion  of  the  next 
Session,  is  dated  February  12,  1779. 


sas  HISTOBlrOF 

CH  A.P.     sailtfUe  parts  of  the  Union*  he  was  natarally  led  to  ohset^m 
,  XI V*.       the  immense  benefits  of  flowing^not  only  to  Yirginiay  but 

^ to  the  Stalira  in  general,  from  the  foreigii  and  domestie 

^'*^™'"*  i^mmc^ree  of  the  Chesapeake  and  its  waters ;  the  opuleooe 
1779       of  the  numerous  settlements  in  the  Lower  pans  rf  the 
Commonwealth  ;  and  the  comparatively  unprotected  state 
of  those  settlements.    He  well  understood  the  advantages 
of  maritime  transportation— which  imparts  wings  to   the 
assailant — whiehf  at  will,  brings  him  into  contact  with 
his  prey — or  with  eagle-like  rapidity,  removes  him  from 
danger,  and  enables  hiu^  merely  by  shifting  the  seene  ef 
pillage  to  neutralize  and  deride,  when  collected  those  8cat-> 
tered  mieans  of  defence,  which   to  collect,   employs  days* 
weeks- and  months.     The  large  rivers  which  interest 
Virginia,  and,  in  time  of  peace,  bring  commerce  to   tlie 
door  of  the  agriculturist,  and  so  happily /avour  the  great 
|*€sults  of  national  industry,  inVite,  in  time  of  war,   the 
rude  approach  of  hostility  and  depredation.    When   we 
consider  the  vast  extent  of  the  shores  of  Virginia  and  Ma- 
ryland, washed  by  navigable  waters,  and  accessible  through 
a  passage  of  a  few  miles  only,  we  arc  forcibly  struck  with 
the  expediency  of  guarding  that  passage — either  with  a 
fleet,  or  with  floating  batteries  of  immense,  yet  attainable 
strength — let  an  enemy  once  penetrate  into  the  vast  basia 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  so  mtfny  navigable  rivers,  and 
it  becomes  impossible  efficiently  to  protect  every  vulnenu 
ble  pOint«     Moveable  batteries  of  a  proper  structure,  and 
of  such  power  as  some  modern  Archimedes  may  impart  to 
them,  offer  the  only  sure  and  co-extensive  means  of  de* 
fence.    Through  the  Capes,  the  invader  must  eome,  and 
through  the  Capes  he  must  return.     Spy-boats  at  sea 
^inight  easily  convey  to  these  batteries,  conveniently  stati- 
on^, notioe  of  his  approach*  and  similar  boats  in  the  Bay^ 
gt^'c  information  of  his  entrance,  should  he  have  eluded  the 
Tigilance  of  the  former.    The  combined  resources  of  two 
opulent  States  are  certainly  adoc|uate  ^o  the  experiment, 
whenever  war  shall  again  disturli  our  now  peaceable  shores 
— and,  su|*ely,%lien  the  mass  of  annoyance,  injury,  and 
distress  to  which  the  want  of  marine  protection  may  ex- 
pose the  immense  extent  of  assailable  country,  is  consider- 
ed, calculation  decides  in  favour  of  some  such  plan*   Forts, 
or,  in  other  words,  fixed  batteries,  can  protect  a  few  points 
only.    The  invader  must  be  met  on  his  own  element. — ^He 
must  either  be  stpp|)ed  between  the  Capes,  or  pursued  on 
that  element,  in  all  his  incursions^    But  let  us  return  to 
our  immediate  subject. 

With  the  views  mentioned  above  before  him,  and  ^sensi- 
'  ble  of  the  re-action  which  even  a  partial  and  momentary 

destruction  of  the  resouq^es  of  Vii'ginia.  would  exercise  on 
the  opertions  in  the  more  Southern  States,  General  Clin- 
ton concerted  with  Sir  George  Collier,  who  had  succeeded 
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Jkdfliiral  Gambler  in  the  coramand  of  the  Britigh  fleet,  a   CHAI^. 
prcdotory  expedition   into  Virginia,     fo  establish    and  ,   XIV. 
mainfaio  there  a  p<*rmanent  post,  -wds  not  in  his  po\?er. 
To  pitlagc  and  destriieiionthe  musteonfine  his  present  Hi-»^=s=s=aeBsf 
tempt.'   IVo  thousand  men  were  embarked  at  New  Yoi  k^ 
nndcr  the  command  of  General  Matthew.     Collier  under-      17^9 
took  to  convoy  them  in  person.    The  fleet  stood  to  sea  on 
the  dth  of  Maj  ;  on  the  9tb^  it  anchored  in   Hampton 
Boads. 

The  to]ioj?raphy  of  the,  present  scene  of  invasion  is  so 
well  known  to  Virginians,  as  to  render  descriptive  remarks 
UDTieeessary. 

We  have  ipentioned  the  steps  taken  by  the  Legislature 
and  the  Executive,  for  infernal  defence  and  security.  Se- 
veral points  had  been  fortified,  and  garrisoned  with  pro- 
poKionate  numbers  of  the  regiment  of  artillery.  The  most 
important  of  these  fortifications  was  Fort  Nelson,  erected 
on  the  Western  side  of  Elizabeth  river^  somre  distance 
below  Portsmouth.  Like  other  works  intended  inerfeiy 
against  maritime  annoyance,  Fort  Nelson  was  finished 
*nly  on  the  water  side,  and  entirely  open  in  its  ^ear. — lt» 
structure  was 'extremely  simple, 'yet  strong.  Parallel 
rows  of  large  logs  of  timber  were  closely  dove-tailed  to^ 
gether9^nd  the  intermediate  space  filled  with  hard  ram- 
med earth — the  wliole  presenting  a  front  J*  feet  high,  15 
feet  thick,  and  proportionately  long. — Mji.jor  Thomas 
Matthews  commanded  in  this  post. — with  about  150  mcB 
— some  heavy  cannon — and  a  few  field  pieces*— *To 
secure  from  insult  the  Towns  of  Norfolk  ami  Portsmouth 
—and  the  marine  yard  at  Gosport«  was  the  object  for 
which  Fort  Nelson  had  been  constructed.  Ks  inadequacy 
against  such  a  force  as  the  present  British  armament. 
Was  obvious.    The  fleet  consisted  of  the  Raisonable  of  64  ' 

ffunjj,  the  Rainbow,  Otter,  Diligent.  Haarlem  Sloop.  Corn- 
wallis's  galley*  and  some  private  vessels  of  war,  besides  the 
transports.  The  troops,  as  before  mentioned,  'amounted  to 
two  thousand  ehosf>n  men. 

The  reduction  of  Fort  Nelson  was  the  ^t  ^^»'"pr  ^^- p^i.t  jjelson 
tempted  by  the  British  Commanders.    liCaving  tlic  Bai-  -^  c\acuii 
sonnble  in  the  roads,  on  account  of  her  great  draught  of  ie<l. 
water,  ColP-^r  transferred  his  broad  pennant  to  theRtiin-  May  9. 
bow,  and  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet  proceerled  up  Elizalicth 
river.f     A  oonti'ary  wind,  and   the  ebbing  of  the  tide  soon 
obliged  the  ships  to  anchor — a  calm  succeeded  and  prc- 

• 

•  The  British  retam  of  ordnance  taken  in  the  Fort,  says  :  9  ?4  pounders 
•^U  6  pounders,  on  ship  carriages.— 4  4  pounders,  2  3  pounders,  on  tra- 
velling carriages 

t  Stedman  places  this  ov  titb  13th  of  OcrnBim  ;  a  sinprular  mfttake,  if 
not  altogether  attributable  to  his  Printer.  He  also  says  that  Collier  \\'ent 
*>P  in  the  Rekow!7,  which  was  not  on  this  expedition. 
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CHAP*    vented  iheir  further  progress,  till  the  next  momf ttg» 
Xiy.  ,  gadler  General  Matkew.  anxious  to  avoid  a  Iohs  of  time, 
^       embarked  thetro1)ps  in  flat  boats,  and,  under  eoveroftite 
^^^^=^  jCornwallis  galley,  and  two.  gun-boats,  effected  a  landiog 
^^^g      a  few  miles  below  the  Fort,  at  a  place  called  the  Gitbc^ 
The  cannonade  from' the  Fort  was  inefiectUiJ*  owing  to  the 
^y^<>*    distance  of  the  point,  whtre  the  debarkation  took  place. 
A  favourable  breeze   brouj;kt  up  the  ships,  "before  the 
troops  were  entirely  lapd^d.— It  was  now  agreed  be- 
tween Collier  and  Matliew^  that  the  next  morning,  the 
Rainbow  should,  w;^h  the  tide,  move  up  in  front  of  ihe 
Fort,  and  batter  it  from  the  wafer,  whilst  the  troops  shiiuld 
storm  it  on  the  land  side*  where  the  fortifications  were  vet 
unlinisbed*    A  forward  movenfent  of  tlie  British  troops 
imnicdiately  after  their  landing,  apprized  Major  Mathevr 
of  their  intention.    Aware  that  efficient  defence  was  inK» 
'    ^      practicable,  and  that,  unless  speedily  executed,  a  retreat 
would  be  impossible,  he  sent  his  ammunition  up  the  Souths  , 
ern  branch  to  the  Great  Bridge,  and  immediately  evacua- 
ted the  Fort,  leaving  his  colours  flying,   and  spiking  np 
all  his  guns,  except  one,  a  brass  field  piece,  which  he  re- 
moved I*  the  large  vessels  ofl^  Portsmouth  were  burnt  by 
bis  orders,  and  the  small  ones  retired  up  the  Southern 
branch.    The  enemy*  thus  becoming  possessed  of  the  Fort, 
took  a  strong  position,  between  Portsmouth  and  the  coun- 
try, and  thence  detached  strong  parlies  to  Norfolk,  (tos* 
port«  Kemp's  Landing,  and  other  places  of  deposit. — IL 
naval  force  was,  at  the  same  time  sent  up  Elizabeth  river> 
and  its  branches,  where  a  great  number  of  vessels,  and  an 
immense  quantity  of  naval  and  militarv'  stores,  merehan- 
dize,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds,  were  either  taken  or  dea* 
troyed. — Major  Mathew,  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy 
with  a  vastly  superior  force,  burnt  all  the  powder  he  had 
^    with  him,  except  what  his  men  eouli)  carry  off.  and  effect- 
ed a  further  retreat  by  way  of  Nortlnvest  landing,  as  far 
as  Peynemine,  in  North  Carolina^ — protected  by  a  de^ 
and  extensive  swamp,  called  the  Dismal. 
May  13*    .    On  the  ISlli,  Colonel   Lawson    ^vrote  from   Sroithfield 
to  Governor  Benry  :  •*  I  presume  your  Excellency  b^  this 
,  *•  timeispretty well informedofthestrengthand movements 
*<  of  tlie  enemy.    From  accounts  which  I  have  reeeived, 
'<  the  cruel  and  horrid  depredations  and  rapine  eommit- 
<<  tod    on  the    unfortunate  and    defenceless  ^  inhabitants 
'<  who  have  fallen  within  their  reach,  exceed  almost  any 
'*  thing  yet  heard  of  \vithin  the  circle  of  their  tragic  dis- 
«<  play  of  saVage  barbarity — household  furniture,  stock  of 
^<  all  kind,  houses,  and  in  short  ulmost  every  species  of 
<<  perishable  property  are  effectually  destroyed,  with  un- 
"  relenting  fury  by  those  iffrito  incarnate:  murder,  ra- 

•  Sed  Dixon  and  Nicolson's  Virj^inia  Gaictte— May  15, 1779. 
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M  pine,  rape,  Tjoleiioef  fill  up  the  Ank  eatilogiie  ef  their   CHAP. 

^  detestafile  transacftions.    They  surprised  and  took  a     XIV. 

^  small  body  of  Frenchmen  at  the  Great  Bridge,  whonl 

^  they  mordered  immediately  on  the  spot,  to  the  amount      ' 

*»  of  sev^.    The  feelings  of  humanity  are  deeply  wound-      ^jjg 

^  ed  with  reflections  on  the  various  and  pointed  eruel- 

^  tieSf  exereised  towards  om*  suffering  countrymen,  and     j^i^.  |^ 

^  call  aloud  for  the  most  vigorous  and  spirited  exertions.     > 

^  The  militia  at  this  place,  6n  being  informed  tliat  arms 

^  were  coming  down  for  them,  are  much  spirited  up,  and 

i^  profess  the  greatest  desire  of  revenge  and  retaliation.'* 

In  another  letter,  he  wrote,  <<on  my  way  down  ffrom 
<^  Snditbfield  towards  Suffolk)  I  met  numbers  of  the  un- 
^  fortunate  and  distressed  inhabitants,  flying  ttom  the  ra- 
^  pid  approach  of  the  enemy,  with  such  circumstances  of 
«<  distress  as  language  cannot  paint.  I  feel  no  pleasure  in 
^  enumerating  and  dwelling  upon  the  distresses  of  our  un- 
^  happy  countrymen  and  fellow- creatures,  but  on  the  pro- 
^<  sent  occasion,  they  exceed  any  thing  in  imagination.— 
<<  Vhe  enemy  are  now  in  possession  of  Suffolk,  a  part  of 
^^  which  is  actu^ly  in  flames,  and  the  whole  will  probably 
*<  be  so  in  a  Mall  time.^' 

Suflfolk,  by  its  local  situation,  had  been  rendered  a  place  Bomiii^F 
of  infinite  importance  to  the  State.  When  the  entrance  of  SuflTolk. 
the  Chesapeake  was  inQ^sted  with  Biptish  cpisers,  and  the 
direct  foreign  commerce  of  Virginia  thus  intercepted,  *     w^  y5l 
trade  was  stiy  carried  on  by  the  circuitous  navigation  of        ^  ^ 
Albemarle  Sound,  through  Ocracock  Inlet,  to  the  South 
of  Cape  Hatteras.    Tl^<!howan  river  was  first  ascended  ;  . 
then  one  of  its  tributary  streams,  called  Black  Water,  as 
far  as  South  Quay,  in  the  upper  part  of  Nansemond  coun- 
ty.  Thence  a  land  carriage  of  twenty-four  miles  was  used 
to  Suffolk.    In  this  manner,  Avhen  the  Chesapeake  hap- 
pened to  be  blockaded,  Virginia  received,  through  that 
U'own,  various  articles  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture. 
Besides,  the  situation  of  Suffolk,  almost  at  the  confluence* 
of  all  the  navigable  waters  of  Nansemond  county,  gave  ft 
incalculable  advantages  for  domestic  commerce — in  short, 
it  was  a  kind  of  State  ware-house,  where  the  produce  of 
V   the  industry,  and  of  the  hazardous  commercial  specula- 
tions of  many  citizens,  was  deposited.    The  Commissaries 
of  government  had  lately  purchased  some  thousands  of 
barrels  of  pork,  wliicA  lay  there,  awaiting  the  oi*ders  of 
the  Executive.     Of  all  these  circumstances  the  British 
Jiad  been  minutely  apprized  by  disaffectetl  individuals,  still 

J  numerous  in  that  part  of  Virginia,  though  o&Iiged,  since 
he  discomfiture  and  flight  of  Dunmore,  to  conceal  their 
real  sentiments,  and  to  remain  inactive.  Great,  therefore, 
vcre  their  anxiety  and  impniienee,  to  destroy  a  place  df 
%^  jnu^  Yalnc  anid  utility  (o  the  Commonwoafthy 
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CHAP.       No  sooner  iit^as  inleUi^nce  received  of  ^e  arriv^il  of 
'   XIV.     the  British  in  Hampton  Roads  than  the  mUitia  of  Nanse* 

^ mond  county  were  called  to  arms.     Suffolk  vras  the  ^lace 

~  '  of  general  rendezvous.    About  two.  hundred  men  as«em* 

1779  ^^^  ^here,  with  such  weapons  as  they  could  procure  from 
their  own  homes.  Few  of  them  had  muskets — and  still 
^  fewer,  ammunition.  This,  ||Owever«  they  obtained  front 
Captafn  Bright*  who  commanded  the  letter- of- marque^ 
the  brig  Mai's.  Bright  also  furnished  two  pieces  of  or<l« 
^  nance,  which  were  immediately  mountexl  upon  the  carri- 
ages of  Ciirls.  The  whole  of  this  little  army,  headed  by 
Colonel  Willis  Riddick,  proceeded  about  eight  miles  oa 
the  Norfolk  road,  and.  on  the  evening  of  the  llth  of  May* 
encamped  In  a  large  uncultivated  tjcfd,  in  fi^ont  of  Capt. 
James  Murdaugh's  house.  Before  «his  movement,  threo 
well  mounted  yoimg  Virgiuians,  Jo^^iah  Riddiek,  Thomas 
Granbury,  and  Thomas  BHttle,  had  been  dispatcheil  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy.  They  were  surprized  and  made 
prisoners,  just  below  Hall's  mills,  in  Norfolk  county-^ 
conveyed  to  New  York,  where  they  remained  for  18  moaths 
in  a  state  of  captivity.  Thus  did  the  party. under  Colonel 
Riddiek  continue  in  entire  ignorapce  of  th#%uraber8  and 
•   *         motions  of  the  enemy. 

To  a  tavern,  about  a  mile  below  the  encampment  of  the 
militia,  Caplajns  Kj^^and  Davij  had  repaired  for  the 
night.  In  front  of  this  tavei  n,  was  a  lane  with  draw-bars 
at  its  extremity.  These  were  soon  heard  tp  jattle;  alarm- 
ed  at  this  noise,  King  and  Davis  seized  their  muskets,  and 
flew  to  the  door.  King  leajjcd  o^,  antl  tired  to  ^ve  the 
alarm.  The  British  platoon  mscnarged,  and  shut  Bavis 
through  the  heart.  King,  well  aoquainted  wiih  the  eoun* 
try,  soon  reached  the  \yirginian  camp,  and  informed  his 
comrades  of  approaching  hostility.  The  violence  of  the 
,  wind,  blowing  in  an  unfavoumble  direction,  had  prevent- 
ed them  from  hearing  the  report  even  of  the  British  mus- 
•  ketry,  diseharged  so  near  them.  Colonel  Willis  Riddiek^ 
not  suspecting  the  approach  of  the  foe,  had  retired  to  his 
own  house.  The  command,  therefore,  devolved  upon  CoL 
Edward  Riddiek.  The  militia  retraced  their  steps  to  Suf- 
folk, which  they  rcaihed  before  the  dawn.  Two  offiecrst 
mounted  on  fleet  horses,  were  then  dispatched  to  ascei'taia 
the  situation  and  force  of  the  enemy.  Four  nndles  below 
Sufiblk,  they  halted,  and  imme^liately  after  sun  rise,  in 
the  enfi*anee  of  a  lane,  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  long* 
had  a  full  view  of  the  advancing  foe.  and  distinctly  oouat^ 
ed  GOO  infantry.  They  rode  baek  in  full  speed,  and,  upof 
caBing  the  militia  to  arms,  al)out  one  hundi*ed  only  oliey- 
©d  the  call.  The  others  had  dispersed.  A  retreat  became 
unavoidable— -every  mtin  was  admonished  to  take  care  of 
himself.  Mostot  the  nihabitants  had  alreaily  left  their 
oomci^    Fcxf  cpuld  save  their  effects.     Such  as  dtlared' 
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tlieiir  flight  in  attetii|>lin<;  to  sec^ure  their  proportT,  were   CHAP, 
taken  priHonoi-s.  RuMiIcssdevastarion  attendef!  iUv  B;  ilisli.     XI V. 
Tbey  »et  fLrv  to  ihe  Town,  and  nearly  the  whole  \vas  con 
sumed.    Several  hundred  liaireh  of  (air,  pilch,  turpentintv  '^  '    '    "  ' 
and   mm,  hail  heen   depositeil  on  lots  eontigMoiis  lo  the      47.^ 
wharves.     The  heads  of  the  barrels  being  knocked  out, 
ftfid  their  eonienJs.  which  flowed  in  a  ooimoingled  mass, 
eateliiiig  the  blaze,  descended  to  the  river,  like  torrents  of 
burniug  lava.     As  the  wind  blew  from  the  wharves  with 
great  viuleuex,  these  substances  with  tJifficulty  soluble  in 
water,  rapidly  floated  to  the  opposite  shore,,  in  a  splendid 
state  of  conflagration,  which  they  conimnnicated  tp  the 
thick  and  decaying  herbage  of  an  extensive  marsh,   the 
g^'owtJi  of  the  preceding  year.      This  immense  sheet  of 
fiw,  added  to  the  vast  columns  of  undulating  flames,  wliich 
ascended  from  the  burning  houses  in  the  Towr— tl  e  ex- 
plosion, at  intervjjls,  of  the  gun  powder  in  the  magazines— 
tfie  consequent  projection,  through  the  air,  of  large  pieces 
of  ignited  timber,  which  flew,  like  meteors,  to  an  astonish- 
iflfg  distance— all  contributed  to  form  a  collective  scene  of 
horror,  and  sublimity,  and  d»fit)lation.  suvh  as  could  not  be 
viewed  without  emotions  not  to  be  described. 

The  ravages  of  this  expedition  were  completed  bv  dps- 
troying  several  hundred  barrels  of  pdi  k,  deposited  at  thfe 
house  of  Colonel  Willis  Riddick,  for  the  use  of  the  Virgi- 
nian army.  The  Gazettes  of  that  day,  and  oral  tradition, 
have  preserved  the  memory  of  particular  acts  of  brutalitv, 
which  verified  the  anticipations  of  the  prophetic  Chatham, 
War  was  no  longer  honourable,  l^he  Briiish  incendiaries 
retired  as  they  had  come,  unmolested. 

To  Europeans  the  facility  with  which  such  preilaton  in- 
cursions were  executed,  on  this  ^ide  of  the  Atlantic,'  ap- 
peared, in  a  great  measure,  unaccountable.  Accustomed, 
as  they  were  to  thi^  density  of  a  crowded  population,  to  the 
B^tematic  defence  of  consolidated  governments,  and  to  the 
effects  of  absolute  power,  the  strong  aim  of  whit h  either 
protcetft  or  crushes  with  promptitude  and  energy,  tliey^ 
could  scarcely  grasp  in  ima-inaiion  the  real  state  iif  ihings 
in  America— an  immense  extent  of  assallalile  country— on- 
ly a  few  standing  troQps,  stationed  at  pr'>minent  points,  and 
Jftttdequate  to  extensive  protect ion-^loeal  and  general  de- 
fence ohietly  devolving,  in  invasion,  upon  the  gr*  at  body 
ot  the  militia— slowly  asf^embled  -slowly  orjranized— most 
otlcn  undisciplined,  and  badly  armed.  Under  such  eircnm- 
waaees,  no  wonder  that  an  enemy,  possessing  extensive 
means  of  maritime  transportation,  should  be  able  to  bar- 
Ktes,  plunder,  destroy,  in  desultory  and  piratical  expedi- 
W008.  Tliese  physical  disadvantages  neither  z(  ah  nor 
«>urage,  nor  patriotism  could  counteract.  Amaraudinip 
to©  unexpectedly  apjieared— slaughter,  conflagpation,  rZ 

3  V  ■  . 
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CHAP#    pine  marked  his  rapid  steps.    The  militia  ran  to  arms— 
XIY.      collected,  advanced — chastisement  hiing  over  the  foe,  he 

^^^^^^  fled  to  his  ships,  adding  insult  and  derision  to  unavenged 

■"■■""^  injury.  The  British  imitated  their  Danish  ancestors— -to 
^^^g  imitate  the  great  Alfred — to  create  naval  protection^  ivas 
the  onfy  romt  to  security.  But  tiie  timjs  had  not  yet  come. 
'  Whilst  part  of  the  British  armament  was  thus  ravaging 
the  lower  country,  the  Ot^cr  Sloop,  and  several  privateers 
sailed  up  the  Chesapeak,  and,  entering  its  principal  wa- 
ters, eomniitled  similar  depreciations  with  correspondenrt 
success.  Vast  quantities  of  tobacco,  an  article  to  which 
much  public,  as  well  as  private  attention  had  been  paid 
since  the  war,  because  incalculable  benefits  arose  from  its 
exporfation,  were  either  ship(>ed  off,  or  destroyed.  The 
plunderers  did  not  discriminate  between  private  and  public 
,  propeKy.  The  loss  sustained  both  by  tlie  government  and 
individuals,  was  immense.  After  effecting  .ill  the  injury  ia 
their  power,  Collieraad  Mathew.  sailed  back  to  New  York, 
where  tliey  arrived  towards  tlic  close  of  May. 

^  ,         From  the  dilHeulties  and  delays  unfortunately  connected 

with  the  S}slem  of  iufernal  defence,  they  had,  in  this  de- 
sultory expedition  met  with  few  obstacles.  The  Legisla- 
ture ot*  Virginia  had  assembled  at  Williamsburg,  on  the 
3d  of  ^lay.  About  two  thousand  men,  destined  for  the 
Contiuenlul  army,  were  on  the  point  of  repairing  thither. 

May  10.        under  the  command  of  General  Scott.    The  present  emer- 
gency induced  the  Assembly  to  detain    them. Seott 

was  instructed  to  arm,  organize,  and  lead  them  to  the 
invaded  parts  of  the  State.    Governor  Henry,  in  the  mean 

May  14.  time,  issued  a  Proclamation,  slating  the  landing  of  the  en- 
emy, the  evacuation  of  Fort  Nelson,  and  the  subsequent 
events  already  described  ;  and  requiring  the  county  Lieu- 
tenants  and  other  military  offieers  in  the  Conimonwealth» 
and  especially  tfiosc  on  the  navigable  waters,  to  hold  their 
i*C8i>ectivc  militias  in  readiness  to  oppose  the  attempts  of 
tbe  <*nemy,  wherever  t bey  might  be  made. — ^OntheSOthf 
the  Legislature,  upon  tbe  reeommendation  of  Congress 
'  and  of  tlie  Commander  in  Chief,  or<lered  the  two  thousand 
reeruits,  and  the  militia  originally  draughted  for  that  ser* 

May  20.  vice,  to  march  to  Soutb  Carolina,  retainmg  General  Seott^ 
however,  to  direct  military  o|M»rations  dunng  the  pro-  ' 
sent  invasion.*  Bland  and  Baylor's  regiments  of  horse 
were  also  marel)ed  to  the  South^  so  that  the  immediate  de- 
fene45  of  the  Commonwealth  now  entirely  reste<l  on  the 
militia  anil  the  Si  ate  troops.  An  act  was  passed  to  give  the 
militia  more  regularity  and  energy. 

Legislative       ^h'^^   invasion  produced  seveml  Legislative  measures^ 

proceed-       which  it  is  proper  to  mention  in  t  his  place.  The  savage  eha* 


•  General  Scntt  was,  by  ihe  Assembly,  presented  w  ith  a  horse,  and    a 
donation  in  money,  for  his' zeal  and  activity  on  that  occasion. 
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racter  of  a  mode  ofwavfare  which  distinguished  not  be-    CHAP. 
tween  armed  opponents  and  helpless  citizens,  between  pub-      XIY. 
lie  and  private  property,  and  which  openly  violating  all 
the  rules  and  usages  of  civilized  societies,  provoked  retali-    i  nm 

ation  in  so  awful  a  manner  as  to  threaten  both  parties 
with  calamities  to  w  liieh  no  limits  couid  be  assigned,  in-       1779 
duced  the  Legislature  to  remonstrate  to  the  British  Com- 
mander, through  the  medium  of  the  Governor,  against  this  ujgsi^cla- 
war,  of  which  devastation,  murder  and  rapine,  seemed  to  J^^^^i^* 
be  the  direct  objects.,    Surely,  the  occasion  required  phy- 
sical, rather  than  moral  force  ;  yet,  the  appeal  of  nations 
to  reason  and  humanity  is  seldom  entirely  lost.    It  has,  at 
least,  the  advantage  of  enlisting  on  their  side  tlie  feelings 
of  the  virtuous  part  of  mankind,     Severfe  retaliation  on  the 
persons  an^  property  of  British  subjects  in  Virginia,  was 
subsequently  denounced.    In  the  mean  time  a  resolutioQ 
Was  passed,  desiring  the  Governor  and  Council  to  cause  to 
be  purchased  and  conveyed  to  the  sufferers  a  quantify  of 
provisions  adequate  to  their  wants  until  the  ensuing  har- 
vest.— North  Carolina,  placed,  at  this  epoch  between  two 
invaded  States,  was  no  less  prompt  in  tendering  assistance 
to  Virginia  than  to  South  Carolina.    The  Assembly  of 
that  State  offered  a  regiment  against  the  late  invaders  ; 
Brigadier  General  Jones  was  to  command  this  auxiliary 
force.     The  thanks  of  Virginia  were  notified  in  an  appro- 
priate resolution.    Present  danger,  and  a  full  conviction 
that  the  seat  of  war  now  was,  or  would  soon  be,  transftrred 
to  the  South,  produced  several  acts  tending  to  invigorate ^ 
the  military  system.     For  internal  defence,  the  Governor 
was  empowered  immediately  to  raise  4,560  volunteers ;  and 
as  many  troops  of  cavalry  as  he  should  deem  expedient — 
together  with  four  regiments  of  infanU*y.    The  encou- 
ragements offered  for  this  service  were  on  the  most  libei*al 
scale.    Whilst  adopting  such  measures  for  domestic  secu- 
rity, the  Assembly  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  general  inter- 
est.    On  the  9th  of  March,  Congress  had  called  on  the  se- 
veral States  for  the  completion  of  their  respective  quotas 
of  80  battalions.    The  Legislature,  desirous  not  only  of 
furnishing  their  quota  of  troops  then  wanting,  but  also 
of  keeping  up  ihe  same  by  voluntary  enlistment;^,  pass- 
ed an  act  for  appointing  a  recruiiing  oflicer  to  be  resident 
in  each  county,  whose  constant  endeavours  it  should  be  to 
enlist  whhin  this  county,  soldierS  to  serve  during  the  war. 
To  stimulate  the  industry  of  that  officer,  ho  was  allowed 
150  paper  dollars'*^  for  every  man  he  should  enlist.    That 
the  people  within  the  county  might  encourage   the  re- 
cruiting service,  they  were  to  have  credit,  in  any  future 
di-aught,  for  all  the  men  their  recruiting  officer  should 


Tfcen  worth  12  l-21iard  dollars.— The  deprccwttiQH  was  12  12,  to  \. 
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CHAP,    raise  ;  and  tlie  soldier  was  to  reccnre  a  bounty  of  750  pa- 
XIV.      per-do!lal*s,*  iheadvanfage  of  la^inj:  out  his  pay  in  the 
public  f»tore  al  the  hard  money  prices^  and  the  other  iisn- 
~  ai  donations  of  elothes    and    lands.     Similar    provisions 
1779       ^^'"^  made  to  raise  sailors  and  marines  for  theservieeof 
the  Commonwealth.     Although  the    small  navy  of   the 
Slate  eould  not  contend  with  (he  large  armed  ships  of 
Britain,  still  it  had  been  serviceable  a^jatnst  the  petty  ma- 
rauders, who  occasionally  entered  the  Bay.    Toeiiergize 
its  effort  f=  wis  obviously  desirable. 
Board  of  1^**^  drtio"  of  the  Governor  and  Council  had,  from  the 

trudtt  And     cinMimstaiiccs  of  the  tim«'s.  b  come  numerous,  compIeXf 
^»ard  of       di^eiilt.      i'o  relieve  the  Exeentive  fi-om  an  immense  load 
biishwL*"     ©f  details,  two  auxiliary  boards  were  established.     The 
fir^t  a  boani  of  trac'e.  to  consist  of  three   persons,    not 
exerci-siniij   eommetee  on  private  account,  to  be  chosen  by 
the  General  Asseuibiv — anfl  to  act  under  the  superinten- 
dance  of  the  Governor  and   Council.      I'he   function*    of 
V\U  bo\Vi\  ai*e  implied  in   its  denomination.     They  era- 
br.iced  whatever  related  to  the    Governmental  trade  of 
tliit  d,»y.     The  s^cond,  a  board  of  war — to  be  composed 
of  5  f)cf'Sons«  also  chosen  by  the  Legislature.     Their  i»ro- 
cecdiuars.  ivsolutions  and  orders,  were  to  be  sig?ied  by  the 
Governor,  brfo'-e  they  coulJ  be  carried  into  execution. 
As  naval  matters  properly  formed  a  branch  of  the  military 
depai-tnient,  an*!  did  not  embrace  a  ^ery  extensive  ran^ 
the  navy  bo-  rd  was  suporesscd — and  its  functions  attribu- 
*         ted  to  the  new  boaiils  of  war,  and  of  trade.     Uevoluiitms 
are  seasons  of  experiment — we  ^vill  soon  see  these  institu- 
tion** a'^^.'iuminga  new  and  simpler  form. 
Prepertvof       We  hav^  seen,  that  in  the  year  1777.  the  Genera!  As- 
^^^ordlr^  sembly.  thougli  ncovoked  by  the  exanude  of  their  enemies 
ed  u>be       to  a  departure  from  that  generosity  which  so  honourably 
•old.  distingiiishes^lhe  civilrzed  nations  of  the  present  age.  >et 

desirokis  to  conduct  themselves  wi(h  moderation  and  tem- 
per, took  measures  for  securing  whal  hatl  b«'en  the  proper- 
ty of  British  subjects  within  the  Commonwealth,  from 
waste  and  destruftion.  by  p'ltlin*;;  tfie  snme  into  the  hands 
a^d  under  the  management  of  C<immi*<sioners  appointed  for 
that  purr>os«\  thiit  so  it  might  be  in  tfiejr  power,  if  rcason- 
-  able,  at  a  future  day,  to  restore  to  the  former  proprietar* 
its  full  vtihie.  The  Assemhlv,  now  revertiujir  to  the  poli^i- 
eal  principles  which  forbade  an  alien  to  hold  land  in  the 
State,  and  dcsirou**  to  prevent  the  loss,  waste,  and  damage 
whudi  neccRsacily  arose  from  neglect  or  other  causes  to  the 
public,  if  8i»eh  nropertv  should  not  be  restored  to  the  fbr- 
'  nier  owners,  if  it  should,  ordei-ed  all  Briti!«ih  property  to 
be  sold  :  as  d<  preciatiDU  was  then  sensiblv  felt,  and  made 


*  Equal  to  62  1-2  bard  doUait. 
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It  necessary  to  gtiard  against  eventual  Tosses*  it  was  enaot-   CHAJ?. 
e<\  lliat    llio  proceeds  of  the  sales  should  be  f.onverted     XIT. 
intf^  their  (hen  worth  of  (obace.o.  and  retribution^   if  a- 
greed   upon,  be  efiVoted  in  quantity  and  kind.    By  ano-  "^ 

thcr  act,  the  moveable  property  of  persons  who  had  left      ^^^ 
the  l^ommonwealth)  and  gone  off  with  the  enemy,  either 
befuvc   or    during  the  late  invasion*  was  dii*eeted  to  be 
•e»*ur«Ml  and  dispose*!  of  by  the  respective  Escheatei^  of 
the  dilfer4»nt  counties.    These  measures  rendered  it  pro- 
|>er   to  f-har«»eteri/e  British  subjects  in  smdi.  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  doubh*  injustice,  and  oppression.     A  legal  de- 
ii list  ion  was  therefore  annexed,  of  the  persons    coniprc- 
hei)«ird   under    that  mime.     It  divided  them  into    three 
classes;  the  first,  including  all  individuals^  subjects  of 
Iti<  HviUmvic  JSlnjei  fy. irAo.  on  Hie i 9thof*ffpr!l  17 75,  when 
7i(»i^07//iVv  were  commenced  cU  Lexington^  between  the  Uni- 
ted  Siufes  of  •America  and  Great  Britain^  resided  orfoU 
loived  Uieir  vocations,  in   any  part  of  the  world   other 
ihan  the   saul  United    States^  and  had  not   since   either 
entered  into  puldk  empUnjmfmt  of  the  said  States^  or  Joined 
ih^  ^ur^e.  and  bij  overt  act  adtiered  to  them;  the  secern^ 
all  such  subjects,  inhnljitanfs  of  any  of  the  said  United 
States,  as  jcere  out  of  tlie  saii  Staies  on  the  same  day, 
and  had  since  bif  ovn*t  a(ft  adhered  to  their  enemies ;  the 
third,  all  intiahkavfs  of  the  said  Slates^  who^  after  the 
same  day.  and  before  the   commencement   of  the  act  of 
General  •Aaaemldit  dr daring  what  should  be  treason,  had 
deparM  from  the  said  States  and  joined  Hie  subjects  of 
his  Britannic  J^lajesty^  of  their  onm  free  wilU  oi*  who, 
by  any  Connhj  Court  witltin  the  Commonwealth  Jiad  been 
declared  to  be  Britii$h  subjects^'  within   the  meaning  and 
operntlon  of  the  Eesolution  of  General  Assemily  fDec^r. 
i9llu  i776j  for  enforcing  the  Statute  Staple.    The  Go- 
vernor was  directed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
semldy,  to  banish  from  the  State  all  Tory  refugees,  whe- 
ther natives  of  Virginia,  op  other  parts  of  the  Union; 
and<o  prevent  the  return  into  the  Commonwealth  of  any 
pei*soQ  who  might  fall  vrithin  the  description  of  the  act 
mentioned  above. 

Inrtlic  15th  ceuturj',  a  doctrine  prevailed^  inconsistent^ 
in  tJie^ense  and  extent  given  to  it,  with  the  e(emal  prin- 
c5ple>  of  justice,  and  irreconcileahle  to  the  natural  rights 
of  mvmkind.  It  was,  the  confuse,  unexplained,  notion  that 
the  fiisst  discoverers  of  any  particular  part  of  the  new 
woi'ld,  had  a  riglit.to  take  possession  of  it,  in  the  name  of 
their  resT'cetive  sovereigns,  and  that  such  a  discovery  and 
such  a  formality  conferred  a  fair,  iudisputablo  title.  It. 
Would  have  been  well  to  revert  to  the  first  principles  of 
natural  jaw*  which  founds  justice  or  tnjostiee  in  what  pro- 
motes or  wounds  human  happiness,  in  what  is  conformable 
or  repugnant  to  the  will  of  the  Great  Author  of  things. 
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CHAP.  Man  is  by  nature  indeiinitely  perfectible.  It  is  not  ne- 
XIY.  cessary  for  any  portion  of  our  species  to  stagnate  in  that 
''^^^^^  rude,  savage  state^  where  subsistence  is  derived  fronrth^ 
*"^^^*^  chase  alone.  The  pastoral^  agricultural^  commercial  »nd 
1779  manufacturing*  modes  of  existence  are  no  less  natural  than 
the  hunting  state,  because  men  are  capable  of  them  all 
from  inherent  principles^  which  certain  eireumstaiices  de- 
velope  with  more  or  less  i*apidity  and  efficacy.  By  the  law 
of  liature,  the  Earth  is  the  common  property  of  mankimi; 
/  and,  surely,  no  particular  portion  of  the  human  race  is 
entitled  to  an  immense  extent  of  countrj'  for  the  mere  pur- 
poses of  hunting  and  fishing,  whilst  other  societies  are  com- 
pressed within  narrow  limits,  where  the  united  efi'urts  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  can  with  diffi- 
eulty  support  a  crouded  popidation.  The  latter  was  the 
ease  with  some  of  the  European  nations  that  made  disco- 
veries in  America — and  the  former  with  the  natives  of  the 
discovered  countries.*  Morality,  then,  the  essence  of  which 
consists  in  whatever  conduces  to  human  happiness,  consist- 
ently with  the  will  of  the  Supreme  Being,  could  not  be 
wounded  by  an  arrangement  which  either  placed  it  in  the 
power  of  the  rode,  scattered  inhabitants  of  those  eoun(rie« 
to  adopt  and  cultivate  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  or  ofTerrd  to 
them  an  equivalent  for  the  whole  or  part  of  a  Territory  to 
which  they  had  only  a  common  claim  with  the  newt^om*  rs. 
Hence  it  appears  that  the  claim  of  each  European  sove- 
reign amounted  only  to  this:  "that,  within  certain  limits, 
bis  subjects  Sfiould  exclusively  possess  the  right  of  dividing 
.  uncultivated  lands  with  ihe  natives,  or  of  j)urchasing  those 
lands  from  the  said  natives.'^  Soon  an  obvious  policy  eon- 
fined  this  right  of  pre-emption  to  each  Sovereign  bimselH 
Hence  a  rule  strictly  adhered  to  and  established  by  law  in 
Virginia,  whilst  a  Colony  of  Great  Britain,  "that  the  a- 
gents  of  the  Crown  alone  could  purchase  from  tlic  Indians, 
and  that  such  purchases  should  be  for  the  public  benefit.** 
>  Contracts  made  with  Indians  by  individuals,  in  their  pri- 
vate character,  and  for  their  own  use,  were  of  no  avail 
in  law.  The  declaration  of  Independence,  in  1776,  trans- 
ferred to  the  Commonwealth  th**  rights  of  the  Crown,  and 
a  clause  jn  the  republican  constitution  expressly  declared 
« that  no  pu|?ebase  of  lands  should  be  made  of  the  Indiaa 


•  Writert  whose  intentions  we  applaud,  whose  elocpcncc  we  admire; 
but,  whose  effusions  too  often  enlist  the  feeling  apunst  ^e  judgment, 
have  vehemently  reprobated  the  first  European  settlements.  So  (ar  as  thcv 
claim  our  sympathies  for  the  poor  enslaved  or  murdered  Indians  in  Soutb 
America^  and  btlier  parts,  they  are  commendable — but  let  the"  question 
be  placed  on  a  fair  ground — ^let  proper  distinctions  be  made.  Fimilfy, 
let  the  grrand  result  be  considered — surely,  it  wi|l  be  found  in  ^(avoiu'  of 
humanity..  .What !  because  a  few  individuals  of  the  universal  f;  mily  ciiose 
to  rome  and  hunt  tliroujrh  the  endless  forest,  must  the  incalculable  roa§s 
of  past,  present,  and  future  happiness  from  the  settlement  of  America, 
have  been  lost! 


-  VIBGINIA,  W3 

natiTes  bat  in  behalf  of  the  pablic,  by  attth<nity  of  the    CHAP. 
General  Assembly.'*  XIV. 

The  vast  extenc  of  oonntry  included  in  the  charters  rf  ^,,,^^^,^,,^ 
Virginia,  is  well  known.  By  subsequent  grants  of  the  «=*==■■■ 
Crown^  tliis  was  contracted  on  the  North  and  the  South.  ^77^ 
The  Atianticy  its  Eastern  boundary,  was  permanent  by  na- 
ture. At  the  peace  of  iT63,  the  Western  limits  of  the 
British  domiuions,  so4ong  undefined,  were  fixed  by  a  line 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi.  Thus 
Virginia  always  possessed,  on  the  side  of  the  West,  im- 
mense tracts  of  unappropriated  lands  Vast  quantities  of 
these  lands  were  after  clearing  the  Indian  title,  applied  to 
the  remuneration  of  military  services.  Such  were  the 
grants  made  upon  and  near  the  Ohio  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the^  first  Vii^inia  regiment,  in  accordance  with 
the  proclamation  of  Governor  Dinwiddie,  in  175^.  Patents 
and  warrants  for  other  lands,  to  a  considerable  eztenty 
were  issued  to  military  men,  under  a  proclamation  of 
George  ill,  in  176S.  Some  years  after  an  application  was 
made  to  the  British  Crown  by  a  Mr.  Walpole  and  others, 
to  grant  them  a  proprietary  charter,  and  create  a  new 
government,  between  the  Alleghany  mountains  and  the 
river  Ohio.    This  was  refused,  because  it  would  have  becQ  ^ 

a  violation  of  the  Virginia  charter,  and  not  only  taken  a- 
wuy  great  part  of  the  Territory  of  the  Colony,  which  was 
always  understood  to  extend  Westward  of  tlie  Alleghany 
Mountains,  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio  river,  but  removed 
irom  the  immediate  protection  of  the  Crownr  and  the  go- 
vernment and  laws  of  Virginia  several  thousands  of  inha- 
bitants settled  there,  under  the  faith  of  royal  charters,  as 
well  as  many  subsequent  acts  of  government,  and  the  en- 
eouragement  of  public  laws.  Lands  were  granted  on  ea^ 
eonditions,^  but  according  to  certain  rules,  which  rendered 
Indian  conveyances  to  individuals  legally  void^  unless  rati- 
fied by  the  government. 

During  the  last  war,  a  company  of  traders  bad  sustain- 
ed considerable  losses  from  the  depredations  of  several 
tribed  of  Indians;  after  the  peace  of  1765,  those  traders 
obtained  from  the  same  Indians,  as  a  compensation  fo)r  the 
injuries  inflicted  on  them,  a  cession  or<<all  that  tract  of 
<<  land  beginning  at  the  Southerly  side  of  the  little  Kan- 
''  liawa  creek,  where  it  empties  itself  into  the  river  Ohio^ 
'<  and  running  thence  South  East  to  the  Lauren-Hill,  until 
*^  it  strikes  the  Monongahela^  thence  down  the  stream  of 
^  the  said  river,  according  to  the  several  courses  thereof  to 
"  the  Southern  boundary  line  of  tlie  Province  of  Pennsyl- 


•  Ancient  terms..... Composition,  10  ah's.  sterling  for  every  100  acres. 
Anntttl  quit  rent  2  sh's.  sterling'. 

In  1774,  the  terms  were  made.  50  sh*».  sterling  per  100  acres,  and  a 
quit  rent  of  1-2  penny  per  jtcre, 
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CHAP.    "  vam J  thence  Westwardly  along  the  eoni»ie  of  the  i 

XIV.      "  Piovince  boundary  line  ah  far  »s  (he  hame  shall  ext€4ul$ 

•*'  (heoee  by  thft  saine  eoui*se  to  the  rivt-r  Obio,  and  iU^uc« 

■     I  «  down  the  river  Oluo«  to  the  place  of  brginuirg  in<:'luM]v^ 

<*  ly/* — The  amount  of  tbelossw  s  sustained  b<  ilie  injured 
'  ^  traders  was  stated  at  85.9161.  10«.  8d  York  currency. — It 
was  evident,  upon  fbe  face  of  the  above  cession,  Uiat  the 
damage  complained  of,  even  if  uM  exaggerated,  i^as  far 
surpas84^d  by  the  compensation.  But  the  (hiim  of  Uie  per- 
sons in  whose  favour  ihe  eesrion  had  been  made,  was  not 
subjected  to  this  test.  It  was  contrary  to  ihe  rule  of 
pre  emption.  above  explained,  and,  on  that  aceount.  i(  bad 
neverbi^nadmilledbytheC'eiouialgoveranKntof  <»  irginia. 
Tiie  same  reason  now  prevented  it  from  be  ing  reeogni^&ed  by 
the  Cvenerai  AsseuiUy,  in  wh(»se  hearing  it  was  solemnly 
discussed,  at  this Se^tsion.  They  passed  vesolutious  import- 
ing that  no  person  ever  had  a  right  to  purchase  aay  landsf 
'Within  the  limits  of  tlie  chartered  territor.>  of  Virginia,  from 
any  Indian  nation,  except  only  pei*soiis  duly  amhorixed  to 
make  such  purchases^n  the  public  aceontt,  formerly  fortbe 
use  VLUil  benelil  of  the  X^olony — and  lately  of  the  Common-  , 
wealth — that  the  exclusive  right  of  pre-emption  ought  to 
be,  and  should  be,  maintained  by  the  Commonwealth  to 
the  utmost  of  its  power — that  ail  lands  h ere lofore  pur- 
chased from  any  Indians  by  the  British  Cronn.  i/^ifhin  :he 
limits  hetor?  mentioned,  ought  to  be  appi*opt  iated  to  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  Comnionweahh  and  to  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatsoever — that,  therefore,  the  deed  from  the 
six  Unite<l  nations  of  lndian«>,  dated  November  5d,  1708, 
for  the  use  and  l>eneiitof  William  Trent  and  others,  was 
utterly  void  and  of  no  effeit  — We  shall  have  oeeasion  to 
observe  the  energy  with  ^hich  tlie  Legislatui'eof  Viigitiia 
resiiited  the  intcrfrrenee  of  Congress  in  IhtH.  and  other  ^uii- 
lai*  claims,  until  she  ceded  Jk^i*  western  territoi-y  to  th« 
Union.  She  uniformly  and  peremptorily  asserted^he  exclu- 
sive right  of  the  i'ommonwcalth  to  purchase  from  rhc  In- 
dians, for  the  public  benefit.  The  Imliana  company  (su^h 
Was  the  collective  appellation  of  the  claimants  in'TOCa- 
bove  ease)  mi^ht  have  efTe^oted  an  e<^uitable  compromise 
with  the  Common^ealtli-L-a  proposal  tothatciTeei  was 
made  toth^m  but  they  Insisted  on  the  wlwle  extent  of 
.  their  claims.  Previously  to  this,  a  purchase  made  from 
the  Cherokee  IniHans  b>  Riehaitl  Henderson  and  compa- 
ny, had  been  declared  void :  yet^  iWm  motives  of  ju^tico 
and  expediency,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
and  Green  rivers,  had  been  amicably  allowed  ^o  tbe«t 
purchasers. 

Two  important  bills,  eonn^'ted  with  the  subject  oflnnds, 
were  passed,  at  this  session — the  one  for  establishinf»a  land 
office — the  other  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  claims  to 
unpatented  limdg  under  the  former  and  present  Govern- 


J!hp^  acis  wepc  loudly  espied  for,  to  settle  ^existiRg,  and      ^V. 
dl)viatjf  rut]i)L*^  disputeat  amon^  (l^e  people  of  the  bac]^  set-  ^^^^ 
||ei9/^t9.    -^  ^o^u^ion  0^*  disiK  oi'tlaiit  elui^is,  ^nd  el^hin^  «=Bi=^ 
\ffifi^9  >^^  <1^  dailj^  lucrpu^iog,  aod  ttiieatened  gi-eat       ^^ ^g 
^mbarras^nient  aj|d  disire^^.,    I  ue  laMds  promist  d  to  the 
troops  of  yirginia,  .either  oh  CoajLineDtal  or  §late  estab- 
}iehff%ex4,  wei*e  secured  to  U),ciii ;  and  a  in^ile  of  sales  re- 
gulated^ for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  sinking  fund  in  aid 
jo(  tlie  anQual  tax^s  lo  disohargp  die  pul^lic  drbt.f    Pur- 
cl^as^^  of  l^nds  from  t^e  pjuhlic  yrere  attended  A^ith  a  p^ 
eiMiar  ady^ntage.    ^Vhp  p^yqa^nt  was,  indeecj,  substantial 
,^d  i^'i^  to  tbe  3tfil^>  yet  it  Ai^as,  in  some  measure,  iiomi- 
Jial  t«  the  p.urcJJa^er8,  wJbiQ,  mih  the  yei*y  money  w\w^ 
^cquii*ed  an  estate  for  his  posterity,  was  relieving  them 
/Trpip  a  proportionate  load  of  taxe3,  which  must  otherwise, 
^  some  future  da.v,  come  out  of  their  hepefU(arj.pioperty, 

In  Uie  adJMstroeot  of  ceilain  boundaries,  liitherlo  disti- 
iute  of  /latikuctory  precision,  between  Virginia  and  twp 
/^ates contiguous  to  her,  N.  Carolina  and  Pt'nnsilvania,  the 
Assembly  justly  extended  their  solicitude  to  the  legiiimate 
4slaiai9  of  settlert«  undejr  the  authority  and  protection  ,ot*  go- 
.yeroment.  Those  difficulties  which,  at  first,  threatened 
fU>  Juterrupt  mutual  harmony,  were  amicably  i*emoved. 

On  the  2iid  of  Januaiy,  1779,  Congress*  viewing  with  financial 
f^xiety,  the  increasing  evils  of  depreciation,  and  wishing  proviajons. 
jpot  only  to  stop  further  emissions  of  Continental  bills, 
htU  likewise  to  reduce  the  amount  already  issued^  and,  at 
ibe  same  time*  to  provide  for  the  cuiTent  expctices  of  the 
ye^r,  called  upon  the  States  u>  pay  into  tlie  Contincnta^l 
Treasury  their  respective  qyotas  of  iifteen  million  of  dol- 
lars for  present  purposes,  and  of  six  milKons  annually,  to 
tovm  a, sinking  fund*  On  the  2l6t  of  May,  the  States  were 
nsniii  called  uppn  to  furnish  their  quotas  of  Tort) -five  mil* 
lions  of  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  running  year,  Bj 
jjtw  resolution  of  January  Snd,  Virginia  was  to  pa^  for  the 
year  1779,  two  oiillions  and  four  hundred  tliousand  4'>llaf*8» 
and  annually,  to  commence  in  17.80,  one  millioiKof  t'ollars 
towards  a  reduction  of  former  Continental  emissions:  by 
tbe  Testation  of  May  21st,  »lia  was  to  pay  a  future  quota 
of  seven  millions  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  To 
these  sums  must  be  added,  those  required  for  interned  pur- 
poses.  The  taxes  before  laid— the  money  obtainefi  by 
loans — ^bT  sales  of  the  public  lands — ami  of  Rritish'pi*oper- 
ty,  eould  not  supply  these  multi',died  anfl  enormous  dc- 
«uuul8«    The  sphere  of  taxatioa  was,  tt^ereforOf  enlarged^ 


•  The  price  filed  tnr  the  act  was.fcr^  pounds  for  crery  bundi  ed  ncres. 
The  depreciation,  in  1779,  fluctuated  utHn  i  or  0  ibr  one,  to  27  or  23  ior 
'^ne*  between  January  and  October. 
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and  tbe  Treasurer  was  autborized  to  issUe^  ia  dtlUurty  Stite 
biUsi  to  tbe  amoiint  of  one  milliou  of  pourlds.  An  eipeti- 
meot  was  made^  whieb  gave  to  Coogi*ess  Ibe  idea  of  a  re* 
quisitiob  for  specific  supplies.  It  was  a  tax  to  be  paid  is 
determinate  quanf  ities  of  Indian  corny  wbeat,  henpf  rye, 
tobaceoy  and  other  agricnltural  products.  Tbis  plan  was^ 
at  tbe  time,  mnoh  approved— aoid  notwithstanding  tbe  dif^ 
fieulties  attendant  on  its  execution,  imitated  m  maaj 
States. 

We  jiare  mentioned  the  eficcts  of  tbe  act  to  9UffpaH  tile 
credit  of  the  Continental  and  State  bttlSf  so  fatal  to  indin* 
duals,  whilst  they  vitally  promoted  the  eoUr^stive  interest. 
That  act  was  now  rfepealed.'^^  No  indemnification  wa8» 
bowevery  afforded  to  the  victims  of  the  tender-law.  He 
labyrinth  of  iiy}ni*y  was  so  extendvCf  and  so  intricate^  tbat 
no  thread  could  guide  enquiry,  through  its  maxes.  As  o« 
pinion  is  not  regulated  by  law,  tbe  act  under  view  bad  D6t 
men  able  to  buoy  up  the  sinking  credit  of  tbe  paper  cur- 
rency, from  tbe  moment  tbe  public  confidence  in  its  re* 
demption  had  ceased  to  support  it.  DepreciatioQ  had 
dafly  increased ;  and  such  wus  now  its  ratio  that  many 
usoftd  citizens,  raised  by  tbe  vuiTrages  of  the  community 
to  offices  of  trust,  found  themselves  compelled  to  retire 
from  situations,  to  the  dignity  of  which  their  salaries  liad 
become  inaiicquate,  and  in  which  even  tbe  sacrifice  of  their 
private  fortunes  could  scarcely  enable  them  to  continue 
with  decency.  Tins  induced  the  General  Assembly  a^ 
gain  to  aui^uient  ihc  emoluments  of  most  public  officers;! 
but  the  value  of  the  Conlinental  and  State  bills  constantff 
valuing,  and  tbeit.  being  no  data  to  determine  itsde- 
erease  within  a  given  period,  it  frequently  bappeoed  that 
what  was  originally  deemed  a  liber»i  8np[>ort,  soon  melted 
away  to  an  insufficient  |Hitanoe.  Public  spirit  alone  coiild, 
UTider  sueb  circumstances^  attach  men  to  the  service  of 
their  counti'y. 

It  may  be  recollected,  that  in  the  year  1746,  nnder  Go- 
vernor Gooch^  a  sii*enuous,  but  fruitless  attempt  was  inade 
to  timnsfei'  the  seat  of  government  to  some  eonrcnieol. 


*  We  will  gee  the  new  emissioQa  again  made  a  Uigal  tender,  bat  in  * 
leu  objccoonable  form. 


t  To  Members  of  Assemblf* 
Congressy    - 
Governor,  -         •      .     - 

Members  of  Council, 
Treasurer,  «  -  - 

'Attditors  or  Poblic  Accounts,  eac^, 
Members  of  Board  of  War,  each, 

of  Trade,  each, 
■  <  IttdGres  of  Superior  Courts,  «ach, 
Attorney-General,         -  . 

It  has  already  been  remarked  that  dq)reciat«oii  varied  this  year  from  6 
to  28  ier  1,  between  Jan.  and  Oot    At  the  cbie  of  the  year.  40  for  I. 


50  lb.  of  Tobacco  per  da^x* 
40  dollars  per  day 
4,500  pounds  per  annum. 
7,200    do.  to  be  dinded,  Uc 

do. 

da 

do. 

do. 

do. 

dft. 


3,000 
1,500 
1,500 
9,000 
1,200 
1,300 


TiRonniu .  U7 

9mA  pMmiffalff  seite.    The  same  idea  mow  veemred  |  and    CBiiP* 
although  locsu  interest  struggled  for  a  momt^nt  against  the     XIV. 
proposed  remoTal,  Riehmond  was  uldiiiatf*ly  fixed  upon  as  - 
the  Mat  9t  Go verameat,  after  the  first  day  of  April,  1780»  V 

Vhe  reasons  assigned  in  the  preamble  of  the  act  passed  to  .  ^^ 
that  effeet  are»  greater  fincilitj  of  access  for  the  generality 
•f  the  people  to  the  Legislature^  the  Executive  Uepart- 
ment^  and  the  Superior  Courts  of  Justice  :  extensive  ad- 
vantages of  navigation  for  the  growth  of  the  new  Metropo- 
lis to  a  size  commensurate  with  the  dignity  of  the  Stale; 
and  tke  purposes  in  view ;  and  lastly,  security  from  the  in- 
sults and  ii\^ries  of  the  publie  enemy.  Temporary  build- 
ings were  deemed  sufficient :  edifiees  on  a  larger  aod  more 
naf^nificent  scale,  were  reserved  for  the  time,  when  under 
the  auspices  of  liberty  and  peace,  agriculture,  commerce^ 
and.  the  arts,  should  pour  into  tlie  lap  of  the  State  streams 
dT  private  and  public  wealth. 

Among  the  labours  of  this  session,  we  observe  an  act  Aetdeelac- 
respeeting  naturalization  and  expatriation,  of  which  we  ^}J||^^ 
aannot  too  much  commend  the  liberal  policy*    Its  opera-  deemed  ei« 
tion  has  been  superceded  by  subsequent  institutions ;  but  tiicaa. 
that  philanthropfay  which  opened,  in  Virginia,  an  assylum 
to  individuals  of  any  nation  not  at  open  war  with  Americaf 
ttpon  their  removing  to  the  State  to  reside,  and  taking  an 
oath  of  fidelity ;  and  that  respect  for  the  natural  and  so- 
eial  rights  of  men,  whieh  lays  no  restraints  whatever  on  ^ 

expatriation,  and  claims  the  allegiance  of  citizens,  so  long 
only  as  they  are  willing  to  retain  that  character,  cannot 
be  forf^tten.  The  Legislators  of  Yirginia  well  knew  that 
the  strongest  hold  of  a  government  on  its  citizens  lis  that 
affection  which  rational  liberty,  mild  laws,  and  protectii^ 
institutions  never  fiiil  to  produce,  espeeiallv,  when  physi- 
cal advantages  march  in  front  with  political  blessings,  and 
industry  and  worth  are  pereniiial  sources  of  comlbrt  and 
respeotability.  "^^ 

To  this  session  also  belongs,  in  some  measure,  a  menu-  Rei>ort  of 
ment  of  Legislation^  evidently  the  work  of  men  uniting  the  ^5  ^^- 
enlarged,  profound,  and  systematic  views  of  philosophers^  n^Uon!^ 
with  the  liberal  sentiments  of  pliilanthropists,  and  the  im- 
mense, detailed,  and  intricate  knowledge  of  consummate 
lawyers.    \Ve  allude  to  the  '^Report  of  the  Committee  of    jimt  18. 
Bevisors/'  appointed  in  1776.    In  the  course  of  their  la- 
boat's,  the  committee  were  deprived  of  the  assistance  and 
abilities  of  two  of  their  associates,  T,  jLudwell  Lee  and  G. 
IMason — of  the  one  by  death — of  the  other  by  resignation. 
As  before  that  loss,  the  basis  of  this  adAiirable  fabric  in 
i^iew,  had  been  settled,  the  remaining  memWrs  proceeded 
"widi  indefatigable  zeal,  to  complete  the  superstructure ; 
And.  on  the  1 8th  day  of  June,  T.  Jefferson,  and  G.  Wythe, 
authorised -by  GUlmund  Pendleton,  to  notify  his  concurrence, 
sported  to  the  General  Assembly  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
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34^  HistORlrofr, 

CHAP.  »li  fehg,  fcrmfng  rf  c6clc  of  «*ta  MA  etf mYbsS  14ir,  Mntf^ 
XlV.  eii,  idileed,  upon  ihc  Knglfeh  syateth  of  jurispnidence,  but 
pute  fVorii  lift  monarchieAl  feorrtiptlons,  anct  free  fhwh  itf 
"■'»  feudal  SlmfeWed,  To  enumerate  all  the  eic^UHit  laws  pro- 
posed by  tile  reporters,  most  of  ^hich  have  iSncc  been  a- 
dopted,  and  constitute  the  best  parts  of  oor  code,  doe^  1M)€ 
fall  wftliin  the  province  of  history.  The  tepc^  Itself  far 
aeeesdble  to  every  Virginian ;  and  It  has  been  abundantly 
edmmented  upon,  and  justly  praised,*  even  by  Enropemi 
phibjijophers.  Yet,  the  attention  6t  the  faifttorian  is  irr^ 
sistibly  arrest eit  by  a  particular  system  of  bills  of  Which 
Thomas  JeflTcrson  was  the  author,  and  than  yhich  notMi^ 
eould  be  better  eaTcutated  to  crush  forever  the  eternal  an^^ 
tau;miisin  of  artificial  aristocracy  against  the  rights  ami 
AijiptneS^  of  the  people.  I'hese  bills  were  uiarshidled  in  ■ 
j^hiilanx  for  that  eicalted  purpose,  embracing,  Ist  Fi^o- 
dom  of  religion. — ^2nd.  Suppression  of  entails. — 3rd.  t^^<>S 
pnrtiiion  of  iuherltances. — 4th.  iGrcneral  education,  tvlth 
the  last  object,  ^as  et>nnected  a  division  of  the  different 
counties  into  Wards  or  townships.  Ali*eady,  at  thir^  first 
,  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  after  the  declaration  of 
Independence,  a  l&tv  had  been  passed,  abolishing  entails; 
The  privilege  of  primogenitwre  had  likewise  fc^en  sup- 
pi*es8cd,  and  a  tatr  made  to  divide  the  lands  of  intestate^ 
equally  among  all  their  children,  or  other  representatives. 
Religious  freedom  was  not  so  speedily  established  in  its  per- 
fection, this  was  delayed  until  the  year  i7Srt.  Owing  td 
the  slow  progress  even  bf  the  most  salutary  ideas  in  certai* 
matters,  riius  was  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  that  undue 
inflaence  which  the  chnrch,  wealth,  aud  birth  had  hither- 
to exercised.  Equality  of  conditions  was  nurtured — free- 
dom and  elasticity  restored  to  the  humnn  mind,  through- 
out the  State.  To  crown  the  noble  work,  it  remained  only 
to  raise  the  mass  of  the  people  to  the  liigh  ground  of  moral 
respectability,  necessai-y  to  their  own  sufety,  and  to  or- 
derly government,  by  adopting  the  measures  proposed  in 
the  bill  for  general  education.  Then  might  the  people 
have  been  properly  and  beneficially  trustco  with  the  ex- 
ercise of  all  the  smallpr  powers  of  government,  to  wliicb 
they  would  have  been  fully  competent,  atld  which  consti* 
tote  a  great  mass  of  salutary  and  important  powers. 

Why  has  not  the  admirable  bill,  which,  by  carryinjfc- 
ducation  to  every,  man's  door,  would  elicit  genius  and 
worth  from  their  obscurest  recesses,  yet  been  acted  upon 
by  the  great  Council  of  the  State  ?  Is  it  less  important  than 
that  for  a  reform  of  the  penal  code,  the  substance  of  which 
-  has  since  been  so  beneficially  adopted  ?    If  W6  could  pre- 


•  Tiuilccr^ii  Blmckstone— British  Spv^X^the's   M«noiTS*-T>eiiMUibjii. 
«?•»  Epon,  Poi.  Etais  C/>tw— For  tie  plui  of  rcviwd,  »ec  J«fiei«on%  Not* 

oa  Yirgiiua. — Page  226,  &c. 


iciiiie  Id  Ml  kUy  tliuig  to  tlf^  tdWiftMiuft  Aev^UbpimmiM  sf  Its   (MAP. 
impressive  preamble,  ^e  would  observe  thai  the  situstlon  of     3UV.* 

Ttr^fiik  cannot  alwayi  beso  foV(»urabie  to  virtue,  liberty,  

ttnd  goo^  doidal  onler*  as  it  i§  at  pi'esetit.    Population  will  •'■■■■'*■■ 
increase,  and  inherent  principlei  if  eorroptioa  ainf  degene-      lfT# 
tiicy  lie  gradu^ly*  pernaps  rapidly,  evolved*    To  ctfumtei^ 
set  their  operation,  let  knowledge  be  universally  diffused 
^-*Let  it  be<*ome  the  key-fttone  of  the  political  ediflee'-t-w^ 
tfiean  that  knowledj^,  wbieh,  aecording  to  the  true  lind  i<t^> 
port  ant  intent  of  the  bill,  will  <*  render  the  people  the  fiHffi, 
as  they  are  the  ultimate  guardians  bf  their  Kberties  ;'^  ena« 
bte  tlie  governed  to  controul  the  6ovemot*9,  and  eventually 
to  become  so  in  their  turn  ;  in  short,   Hke  the  blood  In  tte 
liuman  system,  pervade,  animate,  and  energise  all  the  parta 
erTthebody  poUtie.  That  liberty  smd  ignorance  cannot  dwdl 
together  in  organized  govemihetit,  abstrtet  views  of  4m* 
ihah  nature,  and  a  multitude  of  faels  on  record,  equdfy 
confirm.    The  stem  finger  of  experience  points,  for  our 
admonition,  to  more  than  one  ease  in  which  the  sanguine 
Ibopes  and  virtuous  eflTorls  of  the  flriends  of  humanity  have 
been  defeated  by  ignoranee  and  the  vii^es  which  it  f^vft- 
rates — by  the  absence  of  fixeil  priheiples  of  opinion  and 
eondiiet,  in  a  degraded  portion  of  the  people,  easily  i^ade 
the  blind  instruments  of  cunning,  wieked,  and  aitibitious 
faetionlsts,  and  incapable  of  being  restraint  to  rational  ac- 
tion, except  by  phvsical  force,  in  the  necessity  for  W  hich  des- 
potism always  finds  its  triumph.''^ — ^Many  a  great  di^iAfnahaa 
been  brought  to  this  sail  catastrophe ;  and  otrrs  is  the  task 
to  profit  by  the  example.    May  soihe  patriotic  spirit,  at  no 
distant  day,  call  up  the  sut][]eet  in  the  Legisiatere  of  Yl^^ 
gima  ;t  and  acquit  the  state,  before  the  tribunal  of  posterity. 


•  See  Sftmpson  in  the  Bible — strong:,  inTincible^  whilst  virtuous-^ 
jrieldinfif  to  the  allurements  of  pleasitre  and  robbed  of  Ms  vigowr — ^tben 
come  the  Philistines,  who/^ou/  ^>^'yof  and  make  bim  turn  a  roiU-stooe. 
-i-Pirfttrf  the  imnds*  ei/e9,  and  the  mill-stone  of  despotism  is  ready. 

t  The  bill  proposes  to  divide  evehr  county  into  wards  of  5  or  6  miles 
square-— To  esiaolish  in  each  ward  a  free  school  for  readings  writinjr,  and 
common  atithmei  ic — to  provide  for  the  annual  selection  of  the  best  suojects 
ftom  these  schools,  who  mifcht  receive  at  the  public  expence  a  hi^cr  de- 
gree  of  education  at  a  district  school-— «nd  from  ^hesc  district  schools,  to 
sel  1^  a  ceriain  number  of  the  most  promisin^j^  subjects,  to  be  com)^cted 
•t  Wh  utiiversity,  where  all  the  usenil  sciences  should  be  taught,  worth 
»nd  genius  would  thtis  be  sought  out  of  every  condiOon  of  life,  and  com- 
pletely prepared  by  educfttion  for  defeating  the  competition  of  wealth  and 
birth  for  public  trusts.  Had  thi«  bill  been  adopted,  we  have  und6rsiood 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  had  in  contemplation  a  further  object;  It  was  to  impart 
to  the  wards  or  Townships  those  portions  of  seU"  government  for  which 
they  are  best  quaMed,l>y  confiding  to  them  tlx  care  of  their  poor,  tlieir 
foads,  police,  elections,  the  nomination  of  jurors,  administration  of  justice 
in  small  oai»es,  elementary  exercise  of  militia ;  in  short,  to  have  made  them 
y\XX\c  rei  ublics  with  a  warden  at  the  head  of  each,  for  aH  those  concerns 
^hich,  being  under  their  eye,  tliey  would  better  mansge  than  the  larger 
publics  of  the  country  or  State.  A  general  call  of  ward-meetings  by  tfieir 
^drUcns  on  the  same  day,  through  the  State,  would,  at  any  time,  produce 


CHAP,  of  tU  awful  Qborge  of  aegleet  wA  i^tlijr,  te  rd&tfam  to  ki 
XIT*     best  interests ! 
^^^^     Mr.  Heary  had  boen  raised  to  the  office  of  Governor  b©- 
^■"'■*  fere  the  States  had  been  formally  declared  Indepemient.  and 
^^^0    .  by  thesante  Convention  that  drew  up  and  proolafanid  the 
ConstUution  of  Viri^inia.  in  May,  1776.    Two  Le^slatures, 
^Pj^e    ^^^^^  ^^^  eonsCitution,  had  sueecssivcly  re-appointed  liiiB* 
ol^?f  Go-  I^  ^^  ^  doubt  with  some,  whether  the  first  year  of  his  oiaga- 
tcroor.         taiey  made  part  of  Ihe  constitutional  (ertn,  or  was  merely 
provisory.    That  patriotic  fi^entleman^  however,  precluded 
aUdiflleultieson  that  point,  by  declining  a  re  election,  if  it 
ifaould  be  judged  (bat  bis  constitutional  term  of  office  hwi 
not  expired.    He  received,  by  the  organ  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  thfinks  of  his  eountry,  for  the  dii^nily  and 
zeal  with  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  af'  bis  bigb 
station.    Ddring  almost  the  w  hole  of  Mr.  Henr>^B  govenir 
ment,  Virginia  was  happily  exempted  from  internal  war. 
Soon  after  his  promotion,  the  predator^'  ei&rts  of  Dnnmore 
were  crnshed,  and  the  short  invasion  of  Matbew  took  place 
^  towards  the  close  of  his  administration.    The  disafieeted 

were  comparatively  few  in  Virginia,  and,  since  the  flight 
9f  Dunmore^  these  few  had  been  induced  to  inaction,  or 
to  desuttevy  and  impotent  cSbrts.  Indeed,  disaffection 
Bcver  was  formidable  in  the  State.  The  establisdied  cler- 
gy, before  tlie  revolution,  Imving  been  secured  by  fixed 
fidaries  agahist  rivalship,  had  not  given  themselves  the 
trouble  to  acquire  mneh  influence  over  the  people,  and. 
of  course,  could  do  no  extensive  harm.  Dissenting  clerc^y- 
men  were  alt  in  favor  of  a  state  of  things  which  shielded 
^  '      them  from  persecution,  and  they  zealously  laboured  for 


the  miuifie  sense  of  Uie  people  on  smy  required  point,  wnd  would  enable 
the  State  to  act  in  a  mass,  as  is  done  in  some  otiier  States. 

Altltou^h  we  have  already  expatiated  much  on  the  subject  of  renctiit 
education,  we  cannot  refrain  from  qHotin^  some  appropriate  and  forcible 
renatks,  foimd  in  Rtumaifi  Mittory  oftht  American  rtvohtUofu 

"  From  the  influence,  says  tlut  respectable  historian,  which knowle^r-e 
^ad  In  securing'  and  preservinj^  the  liberties  of  America,  the  present 
^  generation  may  traee  the  wi-te  policy  of  their  iiithers,  vn  erectinfr  schools 
t*  and  Golleres.  They  may  also  learn  that  h  is  then*  duty  to  found  more  and . 
«*  support  all  such  inst  itutions.  Without  th e  advantag-e^  demed  fron^ '  h et* 
•*  lig-hts  of  this  new  world,  the  Unit^  States  would  prohjtbly  have  6dlen  io 
*<  their  unequal  contest  with  Great  Britain.  Urnon,  which  was  essential  to 
**  the  success  of  their  resb^ance,  could  scarc^y  have:  taken  place,  in  the 
'^  measures  adopted  by  an  ignorant  multitude.  Much  less  could  wisdom 
"  in  council,  unity  in  system^  or  perseverance  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lo% 
*<  and  self-denying  war,  be  expected  from  an  uninformed  people.  It  is  a 
**  well  known  fact,  tliat  persons  unfriendly  to  the  revolution,  were  always 
*«  most  numerous  in  those  parts  of  the  United  States,  which  had  never  been 
"  illuminated,  or  but  liiintly  warmed^  by  the  rays  of  science.  The  iinm- 
*<  formed,  and  the  misinformed,  constituted  a  grea^  proportion  c^Ht^mcK^ 
**  mericans  who  preferred  the  leading-strin}^  of  the  Parent-Si :;te,  though 
"  encroacfainir  on  their  liberties,  to  a  government  of  their  own  countiyiiiexi 
««  and  feUow-citizens."— Uc  mig^t  have  addGd-r-«^<«n  *jr  tlofiuth^Sy  ac- 


fli6  eoraandn  OMse.    A§  to  ivuMiy  IndivMuals^  tliey  baj|»  CRAP. 
'  Qdost  of  them,  been  onpopular  even  before  tbe  re?«iUition«     XIV* 
The  heads  of  those  families,  in  which,  under  the  English 
law  of  entails,  great  aeennmlations  ol*  wealth  had  been  «M"Mii 
httnded  down  from  generation  to  generation,  had  general-      .^^ 
ly  been  amUtious  of  a  seat  in  tbe  King^s  Council^— and 
paid  titeir  couta  exeiusiveljfc  to  the  C^own,  and  its  erea<* 
turea-^in  all  collisions  between  the  King  and  people,  they 
had    philippisud. — ^Henee  the  popular  jealousy,  whieh 
Siri|>|ied  them  of  all  influenee.    Many  of  them,  too,  hear* 
tily  Joined  the  banners  of  their  eoiiatry.     Some  retained 
old  ttttaehmeots,  old  ideas,^  and  prejudices— n»d,  in  a  few 
caseo,    temporary  restraints  on  personal   liberty,  were 
iiu%ed  necessary.    But  it  is  the  just,  foodf  and  honorable 
boajst  of  Yirgiota,  that,  exe^  in  the  field  of  battle,  humam 
Mood  never  was  shed  by  her  patriotic  sons.    We  have  aeea 
the  laws  for  the  sequestration,  and  afterwards  the  sate  of    ^ 
British  property — for  the  removal  of  Britisb  nierohaatsy 
and  disalfected  persons*    In  the  execution  of  tliose  miM 
repressive  measures— in   superintending   inilitary  leviei 
either  for  the  Continental  or  the  State  army— directing 
internal  fori  ifieations— and  commercial  enterprizes  on  tba 
public  account — promoting  the  supplies  and  comforts  of 
the  troops— endeavouring  to  obtain  loans  in  Europe,"*^  final- 
ly, in  those  silent,  yet  beneficial  operations,  which  conso- 
lidate the  liberties  and  happiness  of  a  country,  Mr.  Henry 
was,  daring  the  period  of  his  government,  actively  ami 
zealously  employ^.    The  abilities  of  a  good  pilot  shine 
most  in  great  tempests;  yet,  they  are  not  totally  neutral- 
ized even  whilst  favourable  breezes  assist  in  gnidhig  Uie 
ship  to  its  destined  port.   Among  the  many  eircumstaiices 
which  immortalize  Mr.  Henry,  there  is  one,  particularly 
entitling  him  to  the  esteem  of  Ids  fellow-citizens*    The 
faction  whieh,  in  th^  winter  of  1777—8,  aimed  at  super* 
ceding  General  Washington,  knew  well  the  importance  of 
enlbthig  into  its  ranks,  and  perhaps,  of  placing  at  its  head» 
such  a  man  as  the  Governor  of  Vii^nia    Anonymous  let- 
ters were  written  to  him,  denouncing  the  Comaiander  in 
Chief,  as  inadeqoate  to  his  high  trust ;  and  pointing  out  the 
eontempl^ted  remedy.  In  these  letters,  Henry  was  adroitly 
fiattered~and  bb  ability  to  aid  in  effecting  the  desired    ^ 
change,  insidiouslv  urged,     indignant  at  this  unworthy 
intrigue,  he  inform^  his  illustrious  countryman  of  the 
whole;  expiressing  at  the  same  time^  the  most  unbounded 
oon^ence,  in  his  talents  and  virtues.     This  frankness 
and  decision  did  not  a  little  contribnte  to  the  fiulure  of 
tbe  preposterous  and  disgraceful  plot. 


^  Thvi^u^h  Mt,  Pinet,  &c.— Thdsf  attempta  feiled. 


CHAP*      Th#  vJtW,  ik^iliti^s,  w^i  BWYiees  of  TbMn««  JMfimm» 
XJiy.     4re!¥  upon  hiqn  tfip  eycsrf  thf>  JL4egi9)^Mi^»  awj  he  Dra#  ^ 
^^^^  leetcd  Gov^Fqor  of  Yji^wa.    W«  iiJ^yc   reoMurkeil  Idp 
*^^"*  owly  Md  effioieBt  iittiM»bmpnt  to  Uie  cai^ie  of  J^eriif^.r^ 
17711      ^^  ^^^  ^^*  '^'^  '^^'^  gloriously  popneejLed  wjtli  ^iib  mottt 
iNjipoHiMit  revoUitioo^iry  Ir^usaetioq^ — espeeis^y,  w4lh  the 
jgjo™? J«*-  dfi^  atjon  of  lpilep^ii<)mce.  ^  Vet,  witk  so  nwioy  ^im^  !• 
lepiedSws  *«  Ri'*Uttt4e  Mid  oooidwc(B  of  Wi  coui^lpy,  »|p,  /pfibniw 
Npbce.  4id  Dot  ^smre  to  the  emineooo  Mod  pomp  of  )i^ce.    Pap^ 

Juno  1.        ^^  vtew«  nJOffiB  ooiUd  iodqce  him  !Lo  a/bsU*^  bilp^e}f  (r»m 
3^ more  trao^  sphere  of  u^fnine^s^  m  w\^h  tba  li!J^ai« 
of  the  sUOjesman  ireire  occ^if^ully  i^t^ri)|W§^  W^tb  ibe 
piMrsMit^  of  tlie  phibsopfie^f  and  tlifi  i^Ma^resof  d^iV^&Mie 
ii0tireme»t.    But  his  itouotry  milc^p  and  be  obeyed — n^o^ 
4pHly  iteppiog  ioto  a  Dureer  oo  less  ^inluouti  tk'^  h^ipoiii^ 
Wo-T-ond  relying  oo  the  vjse  coupaels  of  thie  jGApieirai  ^^p* 
m^]^9  the  fiid  of  the  [irineip^  exeeolive  ^i^enls,  wd  Hm 
pmjj^  pad  zml  of  his  own  bo^omf  for  the  fuoeessCol  4^97 
obai^  of  his  new  duties^    Th^  patmUiD  W  wortjby  J9M 
Pi^  hsid  sh»r«4  with  him  the  suffra^s  of  the  Legislature^ 
TbjB  9s^  of  ihi&ir  respectiya  frieody  alone)  placed  them  ia 
ilijB  sjttuation  of  eompetitors.    Their  iotiopiaey  ^^  frieiid* 
9hip  did  ooi  auffier  from  this  involtsiitary  rivalsbpp.    Their 
mdde  minds  soared  abovie  the  petty  feejy^lg^  of  personal 
jealoosy.   Their  common  objeet  v^as  puhijo  umaf  uln!^ :  and 
the  difference  of  numbers  that  deeided  bejtween  th^m  V9# 
to  fmalUlhat,  jeven  had  their  heai^s  jhieen  capable  of  uPr 
friiendly  sentiments  towards  eaeh  othep,  U  eould  give  the 
ope  00  pain,  and  the  oilier  no  pleasure.    The  loiters  n  hick 
passed  between  them  on  <liat  subject  are  tiejCore  our  eye^* 
They  bear  the  genuine  stamp  of  lofty  ebaraeters---of  m^ 
4etermioed  to  serve  their  jeountryy  no  imtjUM^  wbother  jm 
Ihc  firnt  or  jfl  the  sevond  jnaafc. 


cM^JPTEjt  xr. 


Order  rf  the  Governor  and  Counol  jfor  the  close  eonjlnt" 
mmt  of  GmemoT  Hamilton  and  others— Effects  of  this 

order hidian  affairs — Budican  chastises  the  Xo- 

haidto — Exf^iliiop  of  Broadhend  against  otiter  tribes —   . 

«  Operatimis  on  the  Eastern  frontier— Sir  Henry  Clinton 
testes  Stoney-Point^  and  Fort  Fayttee—Stoney-Point  is 
retaken  by  Gen.  Wayne — JUajor  Lee  surprises  Poxoles- 
Ho^ — fJnsucctsrful  rghrt  oj  Massachusetts — General 
Clinton  withdraws  all  his  force  into  Jfew-Tork— Battle 
tf  Stono — B^Estaing  appears  on  the  coast  of  Georgia — 
Unmij&X89ful  attark  on  Savannah — A  French  ship  of 
war  anthars  in  Fork  rtroer — Spain  offn-s  her  media- 
,  tion-^Cangress  settle  their  ultimatum — Wirginia  ratifies 
the  Frendi  alliance — State  of  the  public  mind  in  1779—  ^ 
Spain  accedes  to  the  war — Irruption  of  Don  Galvecc 
iutto  West'Florida — The  Cheoalier  Be  La  Luxeme  suc- 
ceeds Mr.  Gerard — Virginia  extends  her  Western  estab- 
Ushment&— The  claim  of  Virginia  to  her  Western  landSf 
dtspt^ed — Bemonstrance  of  the  Vtrgrnia  Legislature  on 
the  subject — Proceedings  of  the  General  •Assembly  at  their 
04^ober  session^^Eneouragement  of  foreign  commerce — 
Salaries  of  Wie  Clergy  entirely  abolished. 

SCARCELY  had  Thomas  JefTersoii  entered  upon  the    CHAP. 
exerehe  of  bis  functions,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Com-      XY. 

monwealth,  when  public  jnstiee  dictated  to  him  and  the 

Exeeutive  Council,  an  act  ot  retnliatoi^y  seiKcrity.    Early  " 

in  June,  the  prisoners  taken  by  Clarke  at  Fort  St.  Yin-      ^^^^g 
cents,  were,  under  a  guard,  brought  to  Williamsburg. — 
Among  these,  Henry  Hamilton,  who,  for  some  years  past,  Ordw-of  the 
had  acted  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  settlement  at  De-  J^^ncil 
Iroit,  under  Sir  Gny  Carleton.  Philip  Dejean,  Justice  of  for  the  dose 
the  Peace  for  Detroit,  and  William  Lamothe,  Captain  of  confinement 
volunteers,  were  entitled  to  that  distinction  which  attends  ^ILSut^'*'^ 
pre-eminent  guilt.    Not  only  the  concurring  testimony  of  and  others. 
several  persons,  but  proclamations  under  his  own  hand,  j^^  ^^ 
proved  that  Governor  Hamilton  had  excited  the  Indians  to 
perpetrate  their  accustomed  cruelties  on  the  citizens  ot 
the  United  States,  with  an  eagerness  and  activity,  which 
clearly  evinced  that  the  general  nature  of  the  task  per- 
fectly harmonized  with  his  particular  disposition. — ^His 
barbarous  treatment  of  the  few  Americans  spared  by  his 
Mood-hounds^  and  by  him  doomed  to  a  c^tivity  worse  thaa ' 

ax 
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CHAP,    deathf  or  surreiidered  to  the  stake,  naiibod  him  boI  nif 
XV.      as  a  feroeioHs,  iDiplaeable  nadoaal  enemy,  but  at  a  re- 

morseless  deslpoyep  of  the  human  race,. — Of  D^jean  it  w»» 

^^'^^^^  If  ell  aseertaiuetl  that  he  had,  on  all  ooeasions,  been  th« 
1779      ^iUing  and  cordial  instrumeot  of  the  ^rannieal,  blood- 
thirsty Hamilton — goadinghimeyep  to  greater  atrocities-*- 
displaying,  in  his  double  capacity  of  Judge  and  JailoTy 
oppression  in  its  most  hideous  shapes — Lamothe  hadf  ip 
several  expeditions  against  the  froniier  settlease&ts,  o^a» 
manded  volunteer  parties  of  sealping  Indians  and  whites  ■ 
ever  foremast  in  the  sanguinary  task— and,  by  hb  exam- 
ple, stimulating  rather  than  softening  the  munterous  f uor 
%        ol  his  execrable  hordes. — ^Tbe  Council  had  irrefragame 
proofs  of  all  this.    They  had  seen,  too,*  that  the  eonduet 
of  the  British  officers,  civil  and  military,  bad  in  its  general 
tenor,  through  the  ^hole  course  of  the  war,  been  sava|^ 
and  unpi*ecedented  among  civilised  nations  ^  that  Ameii- 
45an  officei*s  and  soldiers,  taken  by  them,  bad  bee^  loaded 
with  irons,  consigned  to  loathsome  and  crouded  gaols,  dun- 
geons and  prison  ships  ;  supplied  after  with  no  food,  gene- 
rally  with  too  little  for  the  subsistence  of  nature,  and  that 
little i&omctimes  unsound  and  unwholesome,  so  as  to  eanse 
the  death  of  multitudes :  that  they  had  be^  transported 
beyond  seas,  where  their  fate  could  not  be  ascertained,  or 
compelled  to  take  arms  against  their  country,  and  by  a 
iiew  rcfiuement  in  cruelty,  to  become  the  Biurderers  of  their 
own  brethr*cn. — On  the  other  hand,  British  prisoners  bad 
1>een  treated  by  the  Americans  with  moderation  and  huma- 
nity I  they  hud  been  furnished  on  all  occasions  with  whol-. 
some  and  pleniiful  food,  lodged  comfortably,  sufiered  to 
go  at  large  within  extensive  tracts  of  countiyy  treated 
with  libeiiil  hospitality,  permitted  to  live  in  A^merican  fia- 
milies,  tolabourfortheniselves,  to  acquire  and  ei\}oy  proper-* 
ty,  and»  indeed,  to  participate  in  the  principal  benefits  of 
society,  while  privileged  from  all  its  burthens.    Beview* 
ing  this  contrast  wltich  could  not  be  denied  by  the  British 
themselves  in  a  single  point,  and  in  which  the  enemy  bad 
60  long  pei*severed  that  no  hope  now  remained  of  tlieir  be- 
ing ever  recalled  to  the  practice  of  humanity  by  the  Hia- 
deration  of  the  Anierieaus  ;  called  on  by  the  justice  dne 
to  their  own  cilizens,  aniied  to  light  the  battles  of  their 
country,  at  length  to  deal  out  miseries  to  their  encmi^, 
.    measure  for  measure,  and,  after  vainly  endeavouring  to  ia- 
troduce  an  emulation  in  kindness,  to  exhibit  an  imprcsMTO 
.  8pect:icle  of  severe  retaliation  ;  happily  possessed,  by  the 
fortune  of  war,  of  some  of  those  very  individuals,  who, 
^having  distinguished  themsejves  personaJly  in  that  line  of 
erucl  conduct,  were  lit  subjects  to  begin  on  with  the  work 
'  — *      I        I        ■ .    .  I.    . ' 

••  See  in  Remembrancer  for  1779,  the  proceeding  of  tiie  ExectttiTe 
Council  on  tUis  occ&sion. 
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«f  retdUrtiotit'tlie  Cmiiieil  resoWed  to  advise  the  Governor,    CHAP, 
tlmt  Heo^  Hamilton,  Philip  Dejeao,  and  William  La-      XY. 

mothe,  prisoners  of  war,  should  be  put  in  ironsi,  confined 

in  the  dungeon  of  the  pubtie  jail,  debarred  of  the  use  of  • 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  exeluded  from  all  eonrersation,      4779' 
except  with  their  keeper.    The  GoTemor  issued  an  order 
In  eonformity  with  this  advice,  and  the  prisoners  were  sub- 
jected to  the  treatment  intended  by  the  Council.    M^jor 
General  Phillips,  who,  at  this  time,  oecupied  Col.  Carter^s  juiy  s. 
honae^  near  Charlottesville,  having  read  in  the  Vii^nia 
Gazette  the  above  mentioned  order,  immediately  address- 
ed the  Governor  on  the  subject.    In  his  letter,  he  endea* 
▼oar»  to  invalidate  the  testimony  against  Hamilton,  and  to 
extenuate  his  ^uilt;  he  then  expresses  doubts  respecting 
theactthorityof  any  particular  state  to  enter  upon  retalia- 
tion, a  matter  which  he  supposes  exclusively  to  belong  to 
the  Continental  Congress ;  he  next  expatiates  on  the  sa- 
ered  nature  of  a  capitulation,  contending  that  Hamilton 
smrendered  on  the  faith  of  an  inviolable  agreement  of  that 
kind  ;  that,  if  guilty  of  the  enormities  laid  to  his  charge, 
he  might,  indeed,  nave  been  excluded  fl*om  the  liberal 
terms  of  civilized  warfare,  by  his  victorious  enemy ;  but    . 
that  Col.  Clarke  having  admitted  him  to  a  surrender,  he 
was  no  longer  Bable  to  the  severe  punishment  inflicted  on 
him,  whatever  his  previous  conduct  might  have  been.    Ke, 
therefore,  from  motives  of  justice,  and  likewise  with  a 
view  to  avert  the  severities  to  which  he  foresees  such  a  step 
will  give  rise,  on  both  sides,  in  subsequent  stages  of  the  war, 
intreats  the  Governor  to  re-eonsider  the  subject.    *^  From 
^<  my  residence  in  Yirginia,  he  adds,  I  have  conceived  the 
*<  most  favourable  idea  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  country ; 
*<  and  from  my  personal  acquaintance  with  you.  Sir,  I  am 
^  led  to  imagine  it  must  have  been  very  dissonant  to  the 
^  feelings  of  your  mind  to  inflict  such  a  weight  of  misery 
^*  and  stigma  of  disgrace  upon  the  unfortunate  Gentleman 
*^  in  question.^^4'    Mr.  Jefferson's  idea  was,  that  all  per- 
sons tflicen  in  war  were  to  be  deemed  prisoners  of  war  : 
that  those  who  surrendered  on  capitulation  (or  conveutioo) 
trere  prisoners  of  war  uko,  stibjeet  to  the  same  treatment 

•  It  18  needless  to  remark  that  ideas  of  public  duty,  and  a  wish  to  incuU 
•ate  on  the  enemy  a  practical  lesson  such  as  lo  recall  him  to  hi^manlty  to- 
wards Amencan  prisoners  by  a  regard  for  himself,  actuated  the  Governor 
through  the  whole  of  this  afroir.  We  have  seen  his  liberal  conduct  to- 
wards the  troops  of  Convention.  In  the  very  letter  under  consideration, 
Wiilips  writes  :  *•  1  am  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  tor  your  obliging 
-  declaration  in  ^Toor  of  the  troops  of  Convention.  I  dare  say  tliey  will  con* 
tinue  their  good  conduct,  and  make  no  .doubt  of  their  receiving  every  hu- 
inane  treatment  from  you.  Sir,  and  the  Executive  of  Virginia.— Your  po- 
lite attentions  to  me  elahn  my  acknowledgments,  and  I  shall  be  sorry  my 
going  to  the  warmspringgmayVreventmy  making  them  persoiwUy  to  you 

fct  Mo«iticfllo." We  hope  our  readers  will  forgive  our  multiplied  quo- 

J&tioiitt.    We  love  to  find  and  paint  the  courtesies  of  social  lil\  m  the 
midst  of  national  irritations  and  hostilities. 
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CtiAf^l   as  ttimre  Who  im-^tidered  at  diieMtMNiy  exteot  mH^  to  llir 

XV.      as  iheff  vei^  gvmrded  bj  the  expres*  terms  off  their  eapM*^ 

Hiiwtk  or  Convention,     in  the  ea|ritiihUioD  of  OoTenior 

*"""^^  Bamilton^*  no  ttipidation  was  BiBde  as  to  the  treataieiit  of 
'i77f  himself  and  those  taken  with  hfan.  The  Ghor^raor,  hideeA^ 
«|ten  sigidng,  liad  added  a  flourish  of  reasons  whieh  !■» 
dneed  him  to  eapstnlateyoneof  whieh  was  the  yheroBkjr 
of  his  enemy.  Generosity  on  a  laree  and  eanpreheasiTe 
seale  seemed  to  require  ttett  a  sig^nu  example  shonid  to 
ttttde  of  that  Gentleman  ;  but,  independently  of  sneh  ft 
rieWf  the  reasons  thas  amgned,  were  only  the  private  mok- 
.  tlves  that  induced  him  to  snrrender,  and  did  oot,  ft-om  the 
tery  faee  of  th^  instrument,  enter  into  tlie  eontraet  of  C^ 
Clarke.  Mr.  Jefferson^  therefore,  did  not  think  ttamikoB 
privileged  from  eot^flnement  by  the  bare  eiistenoe  of  a  eli^ 
fitulation.  there  being  in  that  contract  no  positive  article 
to  that  elTeet.  However,  the  importaaee  of  sock  a  poiM 
hi  a  publie  view,  and  his  anxiety  under  a  charge  of  viohs- 
ted  fffKhby  the  Executive  of  Yirgtaia,  hidueed  him  to  eea^ 
suH  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  question  was  simple. 
Governor  Hamilton  vras '  imprisoned  for  acts,  any  one  of 
which  was  sufBcient  to  justify  the  measure.  The  rigoar 
exercis^ed  against  him,  then,  eoulit  give  1  he  eneihy  no  r%hC 
to  (nflict  new  severities  on  American  prisoners,  and  all 
such  sevei*ities  were  to  be  considered,  not  as  retaKatof^ 
but  as  original  and  unprovoked.  And  sbotild  the  enemjr 
deem  the  causes  of  that  rigour  uiifuunded  on  truth,  or  eon- 
sider  the  capitulation  as  sufficient  to  protect  Hamilton  ahd 
his  companions  against  the  treatment  inflicted  on  them^  ail 
appeal  might  be  made  by  proper  autl^orities  to  the  eae- 
dour,  justice,  and  reason  of  the  Americans.  Oener^ 
Washington  was  not  insensible  of  this  ;  he  saw  with  plea- 
sure  the  Executive  of  his  native  State,  enter  with  beeominK 
ilrmness,  upon  a  eoni*se  of  measures  which  the  eneitiy*i 
conduct  had  rendered  necessary  ;  yet,  as   tlie  detemn* 

Sations  of  that  enem>  had  hitiicrto  been  most  success* 
illy  prognosticated  by  reversing  the  conclusions  of  calm 
and  tKspassiooate  reasoning,  he  foresaw  that  the  order  of 
the  Governor  ahd  Council,  if  persisted  in,  would  be  jfitr* 
▼erted  into  a  contest  of  cruelty  and  destruction  ;  his  res- 
pect for  the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  nations  correspond- 
ed with  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Jefierson  on  the  subject,  and  he 
entertained  some  doubts  as  to  the  real  bearing  and  extent 
of  the  eapitnlHtion.  A  solemn  inculcation  had  been  ad- 
ministered ;  Virginia  had  it  in  her  power  to  repeat  it. 
1  his  alone  might  have  a  proper  effect.  General  Washii^ 
ton,  therefore,  recommended  lenient  proceedings  ;  and  the 
Grovemor  and  Council,  not  onl^  influenced  by  liis  adviee^ 
but  at  no  time  unmindful  of  the  ciraumstances  attendiBg 


*  8ee  that  capitnUtion  in  the  Remembnocer  for  1779. 


1lb6«Mtteinetit6f  the  ftbov«  named  prisQMffi^l^^  CBAP. 

willing  to  ex|>ect  that  their  sufferings  might  I«ad  them  tm       3bY. 

the  praefiee  of  hmnani^,  shoaM  any  future  erent  again 

^tobmit  to  rhririKseretioaihe  fate  of  their  fellow  ertetures;  ■hvhm 

tfcat  the  example  of  their  punishmeiit  might  deter  otheH 

firotn  the  perpetration  of  nimilar  emeltiet,  and  indoee  ik^       ^779 

eDemj  to  reflect  on  the  painfiil  consequences  of  a  contintta* 

tion  elf  their  han^h  tiieamirf^  against  American  eapttves^ 

while  stieh  multipHed  snbjeets  of  retaliation  were  in  tbo 

kan€!9  of  the  other  party  ;  sensible  that  the  great  eanse 

which  had  armed  the  two  nations^  against  eaeh  other,  eoold 

be  dei4ded  onty  by  the  exercfise  of  honourable  ▼idonr  itt 

the  ileld  ;  earnestly  hoping  that  the  enemyf  oonteat  to  a« 

bide  the  event  of  that  mode  of  decision,  would  ^pare  them 

a  deoond  departure  from  kindness  towards  prisaners ;  and 

e#iiiklent  that  their  motives  would  be  duly  appreeiated  by 

Hk!  wise  and  viniious'part  of  mankind,  adopted  the  nea« 

««r^  of  sending  Ha/Aiihon,  Demean,  and  Lamothe,  together 

with  Major  Huy,  to  Hanover  Court  House,  there  to  re^  g   ^,^  ^ 

main  at  large  within  certain  rea80nid>le  limits,  their  parole    ^ 

being  taken  in  the  nsnal  manfier*    A  parole  was  aee<ml* 

higly  drawn  up  and  tendered  to  the  prfeoners :  it  required 

them  to  be  inoffensive  in  word  as  wcdl  as  deed-    To  thig 

elaase,  they  objected,  insisting  on  entire  freedom  of  speeeh. 

They  were,  consequently,  remanded  to  their  eonfinement, 

wliieh  was  noW  to  be  considered  as  voluntary.    Their  i-^ 

ron^*  however,  wei'e  taken  off.     Some  of  the  prisoners 

sooti  after  sul>scribed  the  tetidet*ed  parole,  and  were  en<* 

larged.    Hamilton,  aspiring  to  the  feme  of  a  martyr  ia 

the  royal  cause,  and  hoping  that  his  magnified  distresses 

wouM  be  amply  remunel*ated  hy  future  promotion,  long 

refused  to  do  the  same.    Upon  being  informed  by  Gheneral 

Phillips,  who  had  be^n  exehanged,  and  was  now  in  New 

York,  that  his  sufferings  would  be  perfectly  gratoitous,  he 

eomplied,  at  last,  and  was  sent,  under  esee^  tothedes* 

lined  place  ;  and  afterwards  to  Winchester. 

Tliese  measures  of  the  Executive  of  Virginia  produced 
the  effects  which  had  been  anticipated.  At  first,  the  Bri-  ^^^^ 
tfeh  tts^  what  they  improperly  termed  ,  in  sueh  ft  ease, 
i^taliation.  Captain  Willing  whom  they  charged  with 
having  exercised  great  cruelties  at  the  Natchea,  was  con- 
fined in  irons— but  soon  after  released.— A  declaration  was  ^^ber  2. 
bsued  that  no  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  should  be  ex- 
ohknged  till  Hamilton's  affair  should  be  satisfactorily  set- 
tled.—When  information  of  this  was  received,  the  drder 
*^r  enlarging  on  parole  Hamilton  and  his  fellow  prisoners, 
"Hd  been  given,  and  as  Captmn  Willing  had  been  released, 
't  was  not  recalled.  Nor,  indeed,  should  his  confinement 
have  been  made  a  cause  of  complaint,  had  the  charge  a- 
gainst  him  originated  hi  truth.  The  Governor  of  Virginia 
was  ready  to  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  iu  him,  for  tho 
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poftiibmentof  any  officer  gniliy  of  excess^  mijastiSiailo 
under  the  wage  of  civilized  «atidi».— But  the  Exeeatiro 
vero  not  to  be  terrified  into  an  aiNjuiesccnee  under  erery 

'  insult  and  cruelty  the  e«bemy  might  chose  to  practicey  and 
into  a  fear  to  retaliate  lest  their  own  country-men  i^houM 
be  made  to  expcrienoe  additional  suflTerinf^s.  The  British 
offieers  and  soldiers  in  their  bands  were  pledges  for  the  safo> 
ty  of  Virginian  prisoners;  audit  was  dciermined  to  use 
them  as  sueh.  A  vessel  loaded  with  privates  for  Ncw- 
Yorky  on  exehangCy  was  immediately  stopped*— and  the 
Governor  advised  by  the  council  to  take  proper  and  Htte- 
tual  measures  for  ascertaining  from  time  to  time  the  sitoa« 
tion  and  treatment  of  Virginian  prisoners  with  the  enemyy 
and  to  extend  to  theirs  within  the  Coromonwealtfa  alike 
trcatmenut  in  every  eireumstanee.  The  prison- sbip«  flt^ 
ted  up  Ob  the  recommendatic^i  of  Congress,  was  ordered  to 
a  proper  station,  for  the  reception  and  confinement  of  sueh 
prisoners  as  should  be  sent  to  it-^<<  I  am  afraid,  the  Gt^- 
^  vernor  writes  to  General  Washington,  I  shall  bereaftrr 
<<  perhaps  be  obliged  to  give  your  Excellency  some  troii* 
**  We  in  aiding  me  to  obtain  information  of  the  future  u* 
*^  sage  of  our  prisoners.  I  shall  give  immediate  orders  for 
^  having  in  readiness  every  engine  which  the  enemy  have 
^  contrived  for  the  destruction  of  our  unhappy  eitizeiiif 
^  captivated  by  them.  The  presentiment  of  these  opera* 
^  tions  is  shocking  beyond  expression.  I  pray  Heaven  to 
^<  avert  them;  but  nothing  in.  this  world  will  «Io  with  suck 
<<  an  enemy  but  proper  firmness  and  decision  !''  The  Go^ 
vernor  and  Council  deeply  sympathized  with  such  of  thdr 
country-men  as  might,  in  consequence  of  the  present  de- 
terminaliouy  be  cut  off  from  the  society  of  i heir  friends 
and  dearest  connections,  while  the  Exeeutive  seemed  to 
have  it  in  their  power  to  administer  relief:  but  tliey  trusted 
to  their  good  sense  for  discerning*  and  to  <heir  spirit  for 

'  bearing  up  against  the  fallacy  of  this  appearancje.  A  let* 
ter,  on  this  important  sul\|ect,  was  addressed  liy  CBe  Go* 
vernor  to  Colonel  Mathews,  an  officer  of  the  Virginia  line, 
tlien  a  prisoner  on  parole,  but  obligated  to  return  to  New- 
Tork.  It  explaineil  the  motives  of  the  eondnct  pursued 
by  the  Exeeuiive— the  benefieial  tendency  of  that  eonduel 
In  favour  of  American  pt*isoners,  whom  a  proper  system  of 
retaliation  must  ultimately  relieve-— it  concluded  in  fhe  fA* 
lowing  words :  <<  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  there  is  nothing 
<<  consistent  with  the  honour  of  your  country,  which  we 
<^  shall  not,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  do  for  fhe  relief  of 
<*  yourself  and  companions  in  captivity.  We  know  that  ar* 
<<  dent  spirit  and  hatred  for  tyranny,  which  brought  yom 
'^  into  your  present  situation,  will  enable  you  to  bear  a* 
'*  gainst  it  with  the  firmness  which  has  distinguished  you 
^<  as  a  soldier,  and  to  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the 
^*  day  when  events  shall  take  plaee>  against  which  tht 
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<<  mmmMt  pride  of  jonr  cnraiies  ivill  find  no  eomlbrt  mm  O&AK 
¥  from  refleetions  on  the  moat  refined  of  the  erueltiei  with      XV. 
**  whieh  they  have  glutted  themselyes.^— *Upon  the  whole^ 
this  pcaetioal  ineoleation  was  not  lost  on  t^he  British ;  it  ^ssanns 
unlisted  self-interest  in  the  eaose  of  humanity.  .  ^.^ 

The  intelligenee  of  Colonel  Clark's  sueeess  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  General  Assembly  with  joy  and  ap^ause.  i^^im^. 
To  him  an  elegant  sword  had  been  voted ;  and  to  Licnte^  fain. 
nant  Bogers,  an  active  and  distinguished  ofBeer»  who  had  ^^  ^ 
•ouspieiously  promoted  the  expedition  against  Fort  St.       ^ 
Tinoents,  a  liberal  donative  in  money. — ^Anoth^  blow  was^ 
jUbout  the  same  time  inflieted  by  Colonel  Shelby  on  the 
receding  Oherokees.  Peuetrating  into  the  eounlry  of  those 
restless  foresters^  Shelby  destroyed  eleven  of  their  settle- 
'SDieatsy  and  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  eoUected  pro- 
bably ^for  the  expedition  to  be  eonoerted  by  Hamilton  and 
tbe  various  tribe^*  in  the  eouneil  whieh  they  had  intend- 
ed  to  hold  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  Tennessee.    He  also  tooK 
as  Miany  goods  as  sold  for  twenty  five  thousand  poiinds. 
A  few  Indians  only  fell  during  this  expedition :  but  the 
Chiefs  of  Chueeamog^  and  the  great  warrior  of  Chot6 
"were  recalled  to  a  pacific  disposition.    They  discharged 
from  among  them  all  the  white  people  and  traders^  who 
•ame  from .  Mobile,  or  bad  any  connection  with  the  Bri-  •  ^ 

tish  party.  Coloiiel  Bowman  had  advanced  into  tbe  Shaw- 
Bese  country  with  three  hundred  men,  and  was  spreading 
there  the  terror  of  the  American  arms.  The  brave 
Clarke  eontiniied  in  the  Illinois  country ;  keeping  in  awe 
the  hostile  tribes*  and  improving  by  a  mild  policy  the 
friendly  disposition  *)of  such  as  were  well  efiected  towards 
the  United  States.  He  knew  that  a  storm  was  gathering 
against  Urn  at  Detroit,  but  his  iutention  was,  if  reinforced  ^ 
to  give  the  enemy  a  shorter  distance  to  come  and  fight 
Idm.  Nor  was  the  Governor  unmindful  of  the  Western 
Frontier.  The  new  levies  from  the  eounties,  in  that  see* 
don  of  the  State^  were  ordered  to  enter  the  ninth  regi« 
ment  at  Pittsburg.  Their  aid  might  be  there  immediate 
and  important ;  and^  if  itiarched  to  the  Southward,  they 
<  would  arrive  too  late  for  any  effieient  purpose,  during  the 
present  campaign. — It  was  intended  speedily  to  reinforce 
Colonel  Clarke^  whose  enterprising  genius  meditated  a 
hlo  w  not  only  against  D  etroi t,  but  against  Pensacola.  The 
aetivity  of  that  useful  officer  was  much  shackled  by  the 
effects  of  depreciation.  During  his  absence  f4rom  Raskas- 
Idas,  numbers  of  traders  had  flocked  there,  out  bidding  each 
etber,  and  giving  such  prices  for  all  ttr^nsferaUe  articles, 
that  tbe  Inhabitants  conceived  the  paper  bills  to  be  of  no 
value.  Clarke  could  procure  provisions  only  in  exchange 
for  goodsy  or  upon  his  own  bonds.  He  was  some^mes 
compelled  to  use  foree,  a  method  repugnant  to  his  fceluigs, 
and  to  bis  ideas  of  justice.    Several  merchants  at  Kaskas- 
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look,  advMieed  «>4>Btidenible  MUBSf  in  ttki  of  tbe  Awerieaa 
Mrme.    WbiiBt  paid  for  w  f^id  or^lvev,  every  tkioK  kttd 
bee*  extremely  oliMqp  ia  the  ininois  eoii«in*«-aBd  CpIoim4 
Clarke  urged  a. deposit  of  sfieeie  At  Nevr  Orleaas  for  the 
pajweat  of  die  expeaees  of  governuient  ifi  tb^  West.  ^  Ttiis 
.alooe*  he  thought,  could  eoaUe  him  to  exeeute  his  hoU 
and  extensive  iilans.    At  their  ensuing  session,  tha  L^gv- 
lature  direcied  the  Governor  4o  eslaUiiih  such  ^  deposit* 
Other  blows  weoe,  this  year,  inllioted  m  the  Indiana^  and 
ttheir  tory  associates-t-the  ineffieaey  of  partial  vietoriea  •- 
irer  ihem,  had  beea  evinoed  by  the  vindictive  and  too  aC- 
jIcb  suoceisful  in4^arsions  of  those  who  had   escaped*     T^ 
hydra  had  many  heads  ;  to  destroy  it,  required  herenlaaa 
efforts.     The   United  States  had  iu  vain  endeavoured  !• 
cherish  aeutrality  among  tbe  savages :  tbe  excilomeata  of 
British  emissaries  had  ariked  tlieir  bands :  no  seeurilgr 
icould  be  expected  on  tbe  Western  frontier,  witboni  acne 
.exti*aordiBai*y  and  ruinous  catastrophe,  topabie  of  atiikiiif 
salutary  terror  and  caution  even  into  the  stubborn  and  io- 
iuriated  minds  of  tliese  ruthless  foresters.    For  this  pup- 
.pose  Sullivan,*  at  tbe  lieod  of  a  considerable  body  of  Coo- 
tinen^al  troops,  adTaoced  into  the  country  lying  betweea 
■tlie  vestermoat  seitleuients  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Yark» 
«od  the  great  Lakes.    That  extensive  and  fertile  traoC 
was  inhabited  by  tbe  ^x  Nations,  who  from  a  long  ioier- 
course  with  the  whites  had  derived  some  of  the  primaij 
arts  of  civilized  ^fe,  together  with  a  |iarti»lity  for  the  Bri- 
tish, whose  traders  and  emisMiries  bad  liberally  supplied 
their  wants,  and  thus  secured  tlieir  alliance.    By  the  ao- 
ecssion  of  a  corps  uitder  tbe  American  General  CIlntoA* 
&tlllvan's  force  was  augmentrd  to  about  five  thtmaaad 
men.    T^ie  Indians,  although  tliey  displayed  great  intrcfi- 
dity  and  skill,  and  although  they  counied«  among  their 
leaders,  Brandt,  Butler,  Johnston,  and  McDonald^  weM 
driven  from  a  strong  position  judiciously  assumed  ;  and  a* 
baadoned  their  counlry  to  the  ravages  of  the  victor.    Tlie 
object  of  the  expedition  was  incompatible  with  BEierey.    It 
was  to  ci^ate  a  vast  solitude  between  the  Indiaasand  the 
Western  frontier  of  the  Union.    Aeeoidiogly  though  m 
more  than  eleven  Indians  were  slain,  the  whole  conntiy 
was  made  a  desolate  waste.     Ever>'  vestige  of  human  in- 
dustry was  obliterated  from  its  surface.    A  severe  but  ne- 
cessary retribution  !-:-]n  the  mean  time  Colonel  Broad- 
bead  asoenfled  the  Alleghany  Ironi  Pittsburg,  with  ux  hun- 
dred men,  and  advancing  upwards  of  two  hundred  mileSf 
destroyed  several  settlements  oF  the  Mungo,  Muntey,  and 


•  The  details  of  the  eroedition,  proves  that  General  not  to  have  heen 
well-fitted  for  Indian  wamre— to  say  nothing  of  his  equippi^  and  provi- 
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€leiiAa  tribes.— *Biit  the  foeus  of  Indian  bostiliVf  was  at    CHAP.  ^ 
Iletroit.    Thenee  issued  the  spark  \v(tieh  electrified,  vride       Xl^ 
and*£u*,  so  many  unretenting  spirits.     Unfbrlunafely,  nei-  ___,^,^ 
ther  Sullivan^  nor  Broadhead,  was  prepared  to  strike  that  ^■■^■■■'^ 
distant  post,  already  nenaoed  by  Clarke.     Yet,  by  the      ^77^ 
present  ehastiseroent  the  Indians  were  eonslderably  intimi- 
dated ;  ant!  never  afterwards  did  the  Ameriean  bordetv 
#xperienee  those  horrid  and  extensive  ealamities  in  which 
they  had  hitherto  been  oeeasionally  involved. 

On  the  Eastern  frontier,  no  operations  of  a  decisive  eha-  opentioiM 
raeter  marked  the  present    campaign.      Superiority  of  oDtheE&fit^ 
Mombers,  the  advantage  of  a  powerful  fleet,  and,  eonse-^  cnifroiiticR 
quentiy,  the  perfect  command  of  the  water,  on  the  side  of 
the  British,   compelled  General  Washington   to  confine 
himself  to  a  defensive  plan,  the  primary  object  of  which 
was  the  protection  of  the  North  i^ver.    Since  the  destrue* 
tion  of  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery,  in  1777,  a  position 
ttill  better  adapted  than  the  scite  on  which  these  once  stood 
tn  the  command  of  the  Hudson,  had  been  selected,  imd  its 
natural  strengthincreased  with  unremitting  industry.  That 
ptmition  known  by  the  nam^  of  West  Point,  lay  embosom-^ 
j^  among  bills  and  precipices*  some  miles  above  Yerplank's 
Neck  and  Stoney- Point,  two  posts  protecting  King's  Ferry,  sirHcwy 
hy  whioh  a  communicfition  was  opened  between  the  East-  cjinton 
era  and  the  Mitklle  States.    The  possession  of  this  fen'y  takes  sku 
1MU  of  extreme  importance  to  the  Americans;  to  the  Bri-  anJ'poJt^ 
Hah  it  likewise  offered  great  advantages.    Immediately  up-  Fayette. 
on  the  return  of  General  Mathew  and  Sir  George  Collier 
from  Vii^inia  to  New- York,  Sir  lienry  Clinton  proceeded     May  SO. 
with  them  up  the  Hudson,  and  ihe  su|iei«ioritv  of  his  num- 
bers, combiried  wilh  naval  means  of  attack,  soon  pLiced 
Stoney  Point  and  Verplank's  Neck  in  his  power.    After 
completing  the  fortiftcations  at  these  posts.  Sir  Henry^ 
finding  the  other  American  positions  unassailable,  return- 
ed tu  New- York  with  the  fleet,  leaving  the    works  at 
Eing*s  Ferry  strongly  garrisoned.     Bent  on  tho  execu(*on 
of  lus  predatory  and  harrassing  plan,  lie  soon  after  projectr 
ed  against  the  exposed  mai^in  (^Connecticut*  atf  ex|)edition 
similar  in  its  objects  and  in  its  mode,  to  (hat  lately  dii'crted 
agaiart  Virginia.     Sir  George  Collier  again  pi'esided  over 
the  naval  part  of  the  enterprize*    The  land  forces,  about 
two  thousand  flve4iundred  strong,  were  placed  under  the 
eotnuMind  of  Gov*  Tryon,  who  held,  in  the  British  army^     j^iy  5, 
the  rank  of  Mujor* General*    A  landing  was  efTected  in  two 
divisions,  and  New-flaven*  easily  became  the  prey  of  the 


*  See  Gordop,  Ramsay,  and  others..  At  New.Havcn»  an  aged  citizen 
who  laboured  under  a  naluml  inability  of  speech,  had  his  tongue  cut  off 
hf  one  of  the  royal  army.  Yet,  some  British  historians  have  attempted  t^ 
MAdicate  those  wanton  infiictionB  !  !  1 
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CHAP,    kifadan.    It  m  needless  to  particukime  the  firniimifimifi 
fY*       of  their  eonduot.    Every  eDurnity,  exeept  that  of  bunuBg 
the  houses^  was  peq^trated*  ,8i»oa  eeaiiwration  wasaddM 
to  the^UreUst.    Fairfield*  East- Haven,  Norwalk,  and  tha 
Green  Farms  wei'e  reduced  to  ai|he«»    IjidiscrimiBate  pla»- 
\der,  and  wanton  violenee  marked  the  steps  of  the  restoreva 
of  regular  government*    A  descent  at  New  !Lond<m  waa  ihm 
ultimate  obgeet  of  tlie  expedition,  but  that  |daee  wag  sated 
from  the  signal  severities  in  reserve  for  it,  by  an  event  ii# 
less  honoui^le  to  the  Amerieans,  than  mortifying  to  the 
enemy.   On  the  night  of  tbe  15  th  of  July,  Stoney  Point  waa 
retaken  by  a  chosen  corps,  under  General  Wayne.    Tbe 
annals  of  the  revolutionary  war  present  indeed,  more  in- 
portant  atehievements,  but  they  will  not  tiansmit  to  poste- 
rity aimore  brilliant  action,  than  the  present  reduelion  of 
that  post.  The  Fort  scarcely  more  accessible  by  nalure  tJiaa 
Quebec  itself,  was  rendei-ed  more  difficult  of  approach  by  ab- 
batis;  and  other  military  obstructiuns.  If  the  ardor  of  the  as- 
sailants could  have  been  damped  by  human  means,  the 
deep  morass  and  strong  works  in  front  and  flank,  whidi 
they  had  to  pass  aod  subdue,  would  have  fuiiiisbed  a  rea- 
sonable  excuse.     But  volunteeis  alone  being  admitted  iatft' 
this  dangerous  enterprize,  they  uiai*ched  up  with  firnmeaB 
in  the  face  of  a  galling  fire  of  musquetry,  and  a  twenty- 
four  pounder  loaded  with  gra()e  shot.    The  business  waa 
done  by  the  bayonet  only ;  for,  although  the  party  sent  t« 
amuse  the  garrison,  was  directed  to  keep  up  an  ineessanA 
fire,  the  two  columns  to  whom  the  real  attacK  was  assign- 
ed, mastered  the  MOiks  without  a  single  discharge  of  their 
pieces.     What  could  veterans  do. more  than  to  put  their 
whole  confidence  in  cold  steel  ?  Indeed,  the  van  consisted 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  who  advanced  with  unloaded  ncius- 
kets      The  n^nies  of  Wayne,  Fleury,  Posey,  Stewarts  Gib- 
bon, Archer,  and  Knox,  shone  conspicuous  in  that  affair- 
National  gi*atitude  rewarded  both  oflieers  and  men.    Hu- 
manity too»  adorned  tliis  triumph ;  although  by  the  laws  of 
war  the  assailants  would  have  been  justified  in  putting  the 
garrison  to  the  sword,  not  a  single  individual  was  ii^ared 
after  resistance  had  ceased.*"    It  had  been  contemplated  to 
regain  abo  possession  of  the  Fort  on  Yerplank's  Neek ;  a 
series  of  .unlucky  errors  in  the  communication  of  orders^ 
and  other  preparatory  measures,  rendered  this  part  of  the 
plan  abortive.    Washington  had  judiciously  determined  to 
sacrifice  all  secondary  objects  to  the  preiservation  of  the  im- 
portant post  at  West  Point*    His  pi-esent  numbers  did  not 

•  Americana.  Wounded,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  2  Captains,  3  Ueilte' 
nants,  10  Serjeants,  3  CorporaU,  64  Privates.  Killed,  2  Serjeants,  13  Pri- 
vates. , 

British.  Wounded,  43.  Killed,  63.  Prisoners,  441.  The  stores  am- 
siderable — appraised,  and  the  value  divided  amoi^  the  victorious  soktiem, 
acconUug  to  the  promise  of  General  Washington. 
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jfftMt  btai  to  tanAOk  tkinsty  Pief nt  wHk  all  adeqimte  gw- 
risM  ;  and  Clinton  w^s  advandng  at  the  head  of  a  formi- 
dfiMe  body*  That  post,  therefore,  was  ahandoned  by  the' 
Ameneans,  after  removing  the  artillery  and  sfores,  and 
destroying  the  worlis.  With  the  main  army,  the  Comman- 
der in  Cl|ief  oeeupied  West  Point,  and  the  ne^hbo\iring 
fiasses  ;  whilst  General  Howe,  stationed  at  Ridgefleld^ 
eovered  Conneetieut ;  atid  Lord  Sterling,  with  the  divisi* 
«ft  under  his  command,  advaneed,  on  the  West  side  of  the 
#iTer,  to  the  borders  of  ^few  Jersey.  ,The  vieinity  of  the 
tiro  armies  gate  rise  to  a  mnhlplieity  of  incidents,  which^ 
though  not  extensive  In  their  effects,  Were  glorious  to  the 
Amerieaii  arms.  One  of  these  originated  in  a  Yirginian 
effloer,  wb^iae  aetivity,  bravery  and  skill,  we  have  already 
liad  oeefisfon  to  remark.  With  three  hundi*ed  men.  Major 
Ijee  dnrpri'zed  the  British  garrison  at  Powles  Hfiok,  and 
With  the  loss  of  only  two  killed,  vM  three  wounded^  made 
one  hundred  and  fifty  nine  prisoners,  inclndtng  some  offl- 
eers.  Major  Sutherland,  the  Commander  of  the  garrison, 
<  escaped  by  throwing  himself  in(o  a  strong  redoubt  with  fifty 
Hesdians.  The  alarm  was  now  given  at  New- York.  Im- 
mediate retreat  became  necessai^.  To  seonre  his  party, 
and  prisoners,  was  the  duty  of  the  sticeessfol  partisan,  this 
be  performed  with  rapidity  and  judgment.  The  thanks  of 
CoOgress,  and  (he  applause  of  General  Washington,  remu- 
nerated him  and  his  brave  comradt  s.  In  this,  and  other 
riencounters,  almost  in  contact  with  the  barbarities  whieh 
Virginia  and  Conneettcut  sfill  bewailed,  the  humanity  and 
moderation  of  the  Amerieans,  conveyed  to  the  enemy  a  no- 
ftkt  and  affecting  reproach. 

The  Americans  were  not. equally  successful  in  an  at- 
tempt to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Penobscot,  where  Gen. 
Maclean  from  Halifax,  had  taken  a  strong  position  with 
650  men.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  detached  a  body  of 
militia  under  General  Lovell,  and  an  armed  navaL force  di- 
rected by  Commodore  Saltonstal,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
structing or  destroying  Maclean's  settlement.  'This  armar 
m^nt  reache^i  Penobscot  bay,  on  the  25th  of  July,  and  the 
ti^oops  landed  on  the  S8th.  A  battery  was  erected,  and 
its  fire  directed  against  the  enemy's  Fort  for  near  a  fort- 
nighty  but  without  much  effect  An  assault  had  been  de- 
termined upon,  and  was  to  have  been  made  on  the  ISth  of 
August,  when  Sir  George  CoMier  entered  the  Bay,  with  a 
strong  squadron.  Alarmed  at  his  fipproach,  and  unable  to 
r^st  with  success  his  superior  force,  the  Amerieans  retired 
up  the  river — Collier  pursued  them,  and  took  or  destroyed 
the  whole  of  their  shipping.  The  militia  and  seamen  had 
to  explore  their  route  back  through  thick  woods,  and  suf- 
fered considerable  hartlships.  This  was  a  severe  blow  on 
the  honour,  as  well  as  interest,  of  Massachusetts.  Her 
privateerswere,  before  this  unfortunate  event,  nuRlerous, 
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ffre^  partly  iodetniiified  her  for  the  es^eiMe  of  thai  mm* 
Bttcc^ssful  iexpeditioiit  aUhougii  it  had  been  luidertakeB 
without  their  eoneurreiiee. 

About  this  time,  Adn^ral  ArbuthAoi  arrived  at  Nev 
Torliy  with  large  reiDlbreeinentSji  and  superseded  Collier 
ia  the  eoiBniami  of  the  fleet.  Lord-  ComwaUis  eiabarked 
with  a  strong  detachmenl  for.  Georgia  and  Skmth  CaroKna, 
but  returned  shortly  after,  in  eonsequenee  of  informaliait 
wUeh  be  received  on  his  route,  that  Count  D'Eotaing  had 
just  arrived  on  the  Southern  eoast,  with  a  powerful  fleetr 
'This  intelligenee  alarmed  Sir  Henry  for  New  Yoriu  BLa 
began  to  apprehend  a  eomlaned  attack  of  the  Freaefa  by 
seu^and  the  Amerieans  by  land.  Under  this  apprebensfon^ 
be  hastened  to  evaeuate  Hhode  Island,  and  the  narCa  wp 
the  Norf^  river,  in  short,  to  eonoentre  his  whole  toree  in 
New  York,  whioh  be  laboured  to  put  in  a  state  of  defeoo^ 
proportionate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  expeeted  danger.— r 
Thus  was  the  campaign  of  177^,  along  tiie  /Ea^em  fron^ 
tier  confined  to  a  war  of  posts  :  Washington  undeviatai^y 
adhered  to  his  plan  for  the  protection  of  the  AmeriiMia 
ThermofyUBf  and  his  reputation  for  defmsive  abilkyy  de* 
rived  additional  lustre  from  the  eaution  and  prudenee  vrbieb 
be  opposed  to  the  attempU  of  the  enemy  to  draw  him  frooi 
bis  impregnable  position. 

We  have  loft  in  the  South,  Gceneral  Prerost  on  Jaikn^ 
Island,  and  Genersd  lineoln  ia  Dorchester.  John's  Island 
is  separated  from  the  Main  by  the  Stono  inlet.  Prevost 
bad  left  at  the  ferry  on  the  Main^  a  corps  of  one  tboosand 
five  huodred  men,  and  ereeted  three  redoubts  ia  front  of 
this  position.  Lincoln  moved  towards  it,  early  in  June, 
with  a  view  to  strike  the  enemy.  An  immediate  assaolt^ 
however,  appeared  hazardous  :  but  some  changes  in  the 
enemy's  situation,  induced  Lincoln  to  attack  the  BritiA 
post,  now  commanded  by  Col.  Maidand,  on  the  20tb» 
General  ^Moultrie  had  been  directed  to  pass  into  James' 
Island  with  a  detachment  from  Charleston,  for  the  purpose 
of  diverting  die  attention  of  the  BriUsh  General,  and  pre- 
TenUng  him  from  conveying  any  succour  to  the  corps  at 
which  (he  Uow  was  really  aimed.  This  feii|t  was  ill  ex- 
eeuted ;  and  Prevost  thus  enabled  to  assist  Maitlaod,  who 
bad  commenced  a  vigorous  resistance.  Besides,  the  attack 
was  unfortunately  direetetl  against  the  strongest  point  of 
the  enemy's  defences ;  and  the  Ameriean  troops,  though  or- 
dered to  reserve  their  fire,  and  trust  to  the  bayonet,  halted 
to  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  deranged  the 
whole  plan  of  assault.  A  retreat  was  the  eonsequenee ; 
and  Lincoln,  though  well  pleased  with  tfaei  alacrity  and 
bravery  of  bis  troops,  among  which  was  the  Auxiliary  de- 
taehment  from  Yirginia,  had  the  mortiflcaUon  of  leaving 
the  enemy  master  of  the  ground.^— The  loss  was  nearty 


0ipaii  m  Mh  ftides*— Th«  dmlh  o/the  kerwe  Coliniel  Be-   CHAP. 
berCs  of  the  artiUeryy  left  deep  regrett  16  the  Amerieans*      XT. 
The  iffnnglng  breaob  of  orders  inras  atoned  for,  in  iome  . 

aieasnre,  by  subaequent  intrepidity  .and  sseaL-^^nt  the  got  ^Bassamm 
den  moment  had  dapsed.  ^^^^ 

The  sultry  m<mths  of  July  and  August  neeessarily  were 
a  period  of  inaotioUf  in  that  eKniate.    The  Britieh  Gene- 
Beral  withdrew  liis  forces  from  John's  Island  and  the  Main# 
and  by  wateT  retired  to  Savannah*,  leaving,  howevert  Colo-  - 
nel  Maiiland  at  Beaufort,  in  Port  Royal  Island,  with  a  eon-   ' 
sklerable  garrison*    TheAmeriean  militia  retired^to  their 
h^mes ;  and  General  lineoln,  at  the  head  of  his  Continen-     y 
tals,  took  post  at  Sheldon,  a  salubrious  seite  in  the  vieinity 
of  Beaufort. 

Count  D'Estaiog,  while  aetlvely  and  suceessfuHy  em<*  i/Bstaing 
ployed  in  the  West  ladies,  received  informatioa  from  GtH  appean  on 
wmor  Rudedge,  Gen.  Lineolit,  and  Mr.  Plombard,  the  q^^^^^ 
French  Consul  at  Charleston,  of  the  situation  of  the  South-       ^^' 
ern  Stipes.    A  visit  to  this  part  of  the  coast,  by  sueh  a  fleet 
M  that  under  his  command,  as  soon   as   the  hurricane 
mtoths  should  interrupt  naval  operations  in  the  West  In« 
dies,  seemed  to  promise  fame  to  himself,  destruction  to  the 
finemy,  and  relief  to  America.    D'Estaing  instantly  closed     gcpt^r.  i 
with  tbe  appeal ;  and,  on  the  first  of  September,  appeared 
OB  the  coast  of  Georgia,  with  a  large  fleets  and  about  six 
thousand  troops*    A  British  50  gun  ship,  and  thi*ee  fri- 
gates fell  a  prey  to  bis  superior  force.    A  joint  attack  up« 
on  Savannah  was  quickly  concerted  :  with  correspondent 
promptitude  the  British  prepared  for  ^fenee  ;  Maitland 
was  reealle<l  from  Beaufort,  and,  on  his  route  to  Savannah^ 
when,  beFore  the  arrival  of  Lincoln,  Count  D'Estaing  de- 
inaaded  the  surrender  of  that  town.    Prevost  requested 
time  to  deliberate,  and  this  was  ineonslderately  granted. 
Maitland,  himself  a  host,  entered  the  threatened  place  in 
the  interval.    He  breathed  his  own  spirit  into  the  garrison^ 
antl  resistance  was  resolved  upon.    A  storm,  or  a  siege,     Oct* r.  4. 
therefore,  became  inevitable.    The  latter  was  preferred. 
On  both  sides  great  activity  was  displayed.    Nine  mortars, 
and  thirty-seven  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  land  side,  and 
fifteen  from  tjie  water,  opened  npon  Savannah*    Tbe  slow- 
ness of  regular  approaches  Utile  harmonized  with  D'Es- 
taing's  impetuous  valour,  much  too, was  feared  from  the  fu- 
ry of  the  elements,  at  this  tempestuous  season,  or  from  the 
possible  approach  (^  a  British  naval  armament,  superior 
In  strength.    An  assault,  then,  was  finally  planned*    Brieve  F?*^^j^ 
as  the  execution  wasr  it  failed  of  success.    Two  columns,  onSuvan* 
one  led  by  Dillon,  the  other  by  D'Estaing  and  Lincoln,  ad-  nsti. 
vaneed  against  the  enemy's  right— the  first  missed  its  route  October  9. 


•  Killed  and  wounded,  about  160. 
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CBAP.    in  Aedfttkne^tfafeggyimniihg— tb^s^leoiidttlifoti^lB 
XY.      treinetidous  fih^'  ftdtanced  unappailed — ^alreafiy  the  starfd* 
I      alils  of  the  Mied  naticms  w^re  planted  on  the  hostile  para-< 
■  I  ^  pet,  ^hen  Prevost's  reserve,  headi'd  by  Mail  land,  rushed 

against  the  exulting  victors*  and  drove  them  back,  with  ir* 
1779  restsliUe  vehemenee.  At  this  perilous  luomenlt  the  daunt- 
less Polaski,  with  two  hundred  horse,  altenipjett  to  throw 
bimself  into  t  he  enemy's  rear.  He  fell,  mdrtaliy  wounded,* 
-=-The  allied  Generals  retired,  repulsed,  but  not  disgraerd. 
Their  own  intrepidity*  and  the  emulous  bravely  of  thdr 
troops,  were  worthy  of  a  belter  foHilne.  D'Estaing  wad 
wounded*  but  slightly.  Major  FontaAge,  and  several  o- 
ther  officers,  experienced  li  similar  fate.  During  the  at- 
tack on  the  British  right,  the  country  militia,  to  divMc  the 
\  ctiemy's  force,  threatened  the  ceotre.  On  the  side  of  the 
allies,  the  loss  was  eottsiderable*  The  protection  of  well 
etmstrueted  defences*  rendered  that  of  the  besieged  com- 
paratively smatl.f  The  gallantry  of  the  garrison  has  been 
justly  praise<K  nfaitland  deserves  peeoliar  admiration* 
He  fell,  a  few  days  after,  a  victim  to  the  insalubrliy  of  the 
cUmate.  The  siege  was  raised — ^and  the  allied  armies, 
having  witi^essed  each  others  zeal  and  courage,  and  ac- 
quitting each  other  of  any  intentFmal  s^hare  in  this  disas- 
trous result,  setmrated  in  perfect  harmony. 

The  apprehensions  of  stormy  Veather  which  had  acce- 
lerated the  departure  of  the  French   Admiral*  were  not 
groundless.     Scarcely  had  the  troops  embanked,  when  a 
Tiolent  tempest  arose,  and  dispersed  the  whole  fleet.  D^Es- 
tt^iag  had  ordered  seven  of  his  ships  to  repair  to  Hamp- 
A  French  ton  Road*  in  the  Chesapeak.   One  only,  the  FendanU  eom- 
wKhoroT^   manded  by  the  Marquis  De  Vandrenil,  was  able  to  reach 
York  River,  that  station,  and  moved  up  York  River.    Prom  the  Go- 
vernor and  other  distinguished  characters,   De  Vandreu- 
9,  experienced  the  most  delicate  attention,  and  the  wants 
'  rf  his  ship  were  cheerfully  supplied. 

Thus  was  D'Estaing  again  frustrated  in  the  primary 
object  of  his  co-operation.  Yet,  even  this  unsiFccessfbl  effort 
was  of  great  advantage  to  the  common  cause.  It  inter- 
rupted the  present  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  distracted 


•  When  the  Kine  of  Poland  was  apprized  of  Pulaski's  death,  he  obserr- 
ed :  «  Pulaski  die^  as  he  liyed<^— a  hero — but  the  implacaUe  tMemr  of 
Kmgs." 

t  Killed  and  wounded.  French^  637".  Americans,  200.  British,  120. 
Much  ha5  been  said  respecting  the  suimnona  by  lyEstaing*  to  the  town,  to 
surrender  to  the  arms  of  France.  *<  The  true  reaaon,  observes  Rumsay, 
was  that  the  American  army  had  not  then  oome  up.  It  would  have  been 
therefore,  absurd  for  a  French  officer  to  demand  the  surrender  in  the 
name  of  an  absent  comnumder."  As  to  the  refusal  of  permission  to  send 
the  women  and  children  out  of  the  town,  it  arose  6rom.a  su^tcion  that^ 
imder  the  specious  veil  of  humanity,  Prevost  wished  to  secrete  the  plun- 
der lately  taken  from  the  mhabitants  of  South  Carolinsu 
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tli0irTi0ir8fortbefii(are.  CKotoo,  abut  19111  New-T^vk*  CHAP. 
-wasted  the  remaiDder  of  the  Campaign  in  fortifying  ^im-  XV* 
self  against  imaginary  dangers.  Cornwallis  was  preelud- 
led  from  efl&eting  an  intended  expedition.  The  appearanee  vhhhbv 
of  Dtf  Vanclreuilin  the  Cbesapeak held  the  foe  in  anxious  . ^m 
doubt,  it  is  true  that  the  gloom  naw  spread  over  the 
South  was  proportionate  to  the  refuigeuee  of  anterior 
hopes :  but^  perhaps,  even  this  was  beneficial.  The  re- 
duction of  Savannuhf  though  desirable,  would  not  have 
had  adecisiveinduenoe6n  the  issue  of  the  war.  It  would  have 
increased  that  langour  in'o  wiiich  multiplied  eauses  had  be- 
trayed America.  Vq^  much  had  been  expected  fi*om  the 
effects  of  the  alliance,  /f  he  safety^  the  tnumpli  of  the  u- 
nion  must  chiefly  depend  on  internal  energy.  To  call  this 
forthf  great  excitements  had  again  become  necessary^  and 
they  were  to  arise  f roq^  the  dangers  of  the  South.  An 
idea  had  sprung  up  that  the  termination  of  the  contest  was 
at  hand — that  idea  had  been  encouraged,  cherished,  even 
in  the  bosom  of  the  great  national  Council — and  it  hat{  a 
fatal  tendeney  to  relax  the  sinews  of  the  war.*— It  wa^ 
time  that  the  delusion  should  entirely  cease. 

Spain    had   offered   to  the  belligerents  a  mediation^  Spain  oWen 
which  had  been  cheerfully  accepted  by  France,  but  to  which  ^.^  mediae 
G.  Britain  had  returnetl  only  an  evasive  answer,  satisfied  ^'^^ 
ipvith  ex|u*essing  an  indefinite  wish  for  peace.    A  suspension 
of  hostilities  for  a  fixed  period  was  proposed  by  the  metli- 
ating  power ;  a  Congress  of  deputies  from  the  respective 
belligerents  was  to  assemble  at  Madrid.  The  independence 
of  the  U.  States  was  to  be  acknowledged,  if  not  formally,  at 
leasts  virtually  .^-During  (his  negociation,  which  was  pro*- 
trficted  to  a  considerable  length,  the  machiavelism  of  the 
British  Cabinet,  was  actively  exerted.    The  Ministers  at 
the  same  time,  endeavoured  to  conclude  a  separate  arrange 
Bient  with  Ft'onecs  in  order  to  crush  America  with  greater 
ease,  or  to  effect  an  accomodation  with  the  United  States^ 
for  the  purpose  of  hu  nbliog  more  effeetually  the  house  of 
Bourbon*    Then  it  was  that  Bi*itish  Kmissaries  secretly     conercss 
nursed  in  the  bosom  of  the  Slates,  suspicion  and  jealousy  setUe^eir 
a^nst  Franoe,  endeavouring  to  revive  ancient  and  dis*  ultinuttmh. 
graceful  prejudices,  calling  the  alliance  pnnatural, '  impo* 
utie,  pemieiotts.     It  was  then  that  influential  meUf  leaning 
towards  a  separate  peaee,  endeavored  to  revivct  throughout 
the  States,  those  Committees,  which  had  been  instrumental 
in  brining  about  their  Independence,  and  which  now  would 
have  placed  again  the  government  in  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  better  to  conduct  them  to  some  favorite  object-— 
which  w^  thought  to  be  an  alliance  with  Great  Britain* 
The  Ministers,  atllfeurning  their  resentment  and  their  ven- 
geance, weie  willing  to  patch  up  an  Independent  peace  with 
America,  at  the  expencc  of  her  public  fuitU   and  future 
salvation.   These  Committees,  whatever  miglit  be  their  os- 


am  BI8T0BTOF 

CHAP,    tensible  j^uhnms,  were  to  give  the  in^obe,  and  hupfw^ 
XV.       iis  effeeU  into  a  separate  aecommodatioii.— Yirgioia  nob^ 

eounteraeted  whatever  she  deeded  ealculaled  to  deafroy, 

msBsasasm  ^  e^en  enfeeble  the  smiapoe.    On  the  ^  day  of  June,  bos' 
4770      liDgisiature  passed  the  foilowing  resolutions  : 

t*  Eewlvedi  NaMiKE  co^BAi>JG«NT£t  That  it  is  clie  <k 

Vinnnu.ra.  ^^  piuiou  of  this  Assembly,  that  the  ireatiesot  alliance  and 

tiflSthe      <<  eommeree  between  his  Most  Chiistian  Mi^esly  of  Fraooe 

Frenchalli-  «  on  the  one  party  and  the  Congress  of  the  I  nited  States  of 

*°^  **  America,  on  behalf  of  the  sud  States,  on  the  other  paft» 

^^"^  ^     «<  ought  to  be  ratified  and  eonfirmed,  and  th%  same  are  ae- 

<<  eordingly  hereby  ratified,  etmfirmed,  and  deelared  biad- 

<<  ingon  this  Commonwealth.'' 

<*  Kesoi^ykd,  'J'hai  the  Governor  be  desired  to  notify  to 
^<  the  Minister  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  resident  at 
<<  Philadelphia,  the  abore  ratification,  under  the  seal  of  tfae 
*<  Commoowealtlu" 

This  ratification,  though  censured  by  some  as  eontmrf 
to  the  spirit  of  the  confederation,  had  a  salutai^  effeeU     It 
proved  that  the  national  faith  hud  strong  supporters ;  and 
it  greatly  contributed  t.o  crusb,  in  thrir  vei^  birth,  those 
secret  combinations  which  were  forming  to  break  the  alli- 
ance, and  throw  America. into  the  arms  of  Great  Britain, 
'  upon  her  acknowledging  the  Independence  of  the  States.— 
State  of  the  Ail  American  Historians   have  deplored  those  transient 
u^lTTsT^^  clouds  of  party -disiivntion,  of  local  or  personal  interesit 
which  in  the  present  year,  occasionally  obscured  thelnstm 
of  the  great  national  Council.     Most  of  the  iliustrions  cfaft- 
racterswho  had  given  to  Congress,  in  1776,  that  elevated 
dignity  of  thought,  sentiment  and  action,  ^wbieh  had  asto- 
nished the  world,  were  now  employed  either  in  fi»reigo  mia* 
sions,  or  in  the  highest  offices  of  the  new  (Jovernmenta,  in 
their  native  States,    it  would  have  been  difficult  for  any 
country,  twice  to  present,  in  different  individuals,  sueh  a 
ooUection  of  wisdom  and  moral  greatness     I'het  preseat 
Congress  listened  with  too  much  indulgenoe  to  the  recrimi- 
nations of  dif^omatic  or  commercial  agents,  seandaloosly 
accusing  each  othei^^-^nd  afterwards  cirenmstanees  oe* 
curred,  obvionsly  ealeulated  to  call  forth  elwAing  inter* 
ests,   and  opposite  views.     During  the   Spanish  nego« 
eiation  to  reconcile  the  belligerents,  a  question  of  the  first 
magnitude  was  proposed  to  the  General  Congress. — on  what 
terms  would  they  make  peace  ?    Both  Mr.  CveranI,   (ho 
French  Plenipotentiary^  aid  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  one  of  the 
AiQeriean  agents  in  Europe,  pressed  this  important  ques- 
tion on  the  Representatives  of  United .  Ameriea.     And, 
surely,  the  multiplied  and  complex  eonsiderations  which 
it  involved  had  a  strong  tendency  to  impair  that  harmony 
which  eommon  dangers  had   produced  and    maintained* 
The  acknowledgment  of  Independence  Iqr  Great  Britain^ 
the  Newfj»undland  fisheries  the  adjustment  of  boundaries 
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M^N«rtliwd^lieW«0t,thefiMBavigMioBof4hel^    CHAP. 
ai«iai||)pH  «Dd  tome  oUier  ywiU^  well  might  oecasion  delays^      XV* 

aod  di&i9eae«8  i>f  opiaiotts,  aod  tdlittate  elaiaitt  not  ooly 

Jbetarem  Franoe  aiMl  AfOfdriea,  bui  between  tlie  States  •■■«  ' 
ttieiasekes.  Tlie  disciissioa  of  t  lie  terms  finally  to  be  pH>-  .  .^ 
po«e<l  emplojied  Congress  from  Febmary  till  August ;  an4 
tills  deliberative  slownessy  together  with  mani^statious  ^ 
aeatimeats  and  views  which  he  deemed  hostilt  to  the  spirit 
nf  tiie  alliance,  and  to  the  success  ef  the  contemplated 
A^ociationsy  gave  io  Mr.  -Gerard  ooasiderable  uneasiness. 
The  ftshepies,  from  a  share  in  wltieh  It  was  apprehended 
iP*rance  wished  to  exolnde  Amerioa,  were  vif  ally  important 
to  the  New  .England  States ;  on  the  tfsheries  jthese  states 
depended  for  the  uo«t  mlnable  part  of  their  foreign^trade. 
"Whil&t  the  Sonthem  and  the  Middle  States  had,  in  their 
indigo,  rice,  tobacc<i»  matase,  hemp,  and  flour,  commanding 
article  of  export,  the  Eastern  States  scarcely  derived  f  ronei 
their  soil  even  bread  for  the  support  of  their  populaiion. 
Aware  of  this,  they  wished  to  improve  the  advantages  of 
ibe  sea,  and  to  establish  their  right  to  the  Newibundland 
fisheiy  an  a  secure  footing.  To  the  rest  of  the  Union,  the 
fisheries  nresented  the  advantage  of  being  a  nUisery  of 
b^rdy  and  active  seamen  for  a  future  nationiJ  navy — and, 
in  many  other  respects,  a  source  tkf  general  wealth,  secu- 
rity, aiid  strength.  On  tlie  other  hand^  the  SuMthern 
States  could  not  consent  to  relinquish  the  lands  lying  along 
the  intern  side  of  the  Mtssissippi,  and  their  claim  to  tbe 
free  navigation  ot  the  Mi^issippi.  in  favour  of  Spain.  't 

With  such  data,  an  immediate  agreement  in  relation  to 
the  desired  ultimatum,  was  obviously  impossible.  A  eon* 
flict  <^  particular  interests  took  p}aoe,.in  which  the  seve- 
ral parlies  retipeetively  maintained  dieir  ground  with  per- 
tibasity  and.  warmth.  The  terms  finally  agreed  upon,  did 
not  essentially  diflfbr  from  those  obtained  afterwards  by 
the  treaty  of  peace. 

The  Suanish  mediatioii,  however,  proved  ineffectual. —  sptdx\  ac 
The  British  Ministers  havi^  found  their  elforts  to  detach  cedes  to  the 
the  Allies  from  each  other,  entirely  unavailing,  persist e<l  *^' 
in  a  ruinous  scheme  of  continued  and  extended  war.    The    june  15, 
pmpositioa  to  treat  with  the  Untted  States   as  an  Inde- 
pendent Power,  was  rejected;  and  the  Marquis  D'Alma- 
dovar,  the  Spanish  Minister  at  London,  announced,  upon 
thiSf  the  hostile  intentions  of  his  Conrt.--stating,  in  the 
rescript  whieh  ke  then  presented,  iajaries  wantonly  accu- 
mnfaited-— a  haughty  refusal  of  redress^^ia  shoil,  *'  the  ab« 
Mdttte  necessity  on  the  part  of  Uis  Catholic  Majesty,  of 
using  all  the  means  kttrusted  to  him  by  the  Almighty,  to 
obtain  that  justice  which  he  had  solicited  without  etiect." 
The  Spanish  govemmeni  had  already  been  active  in  making 
naval  and  other  pre|iaraitonSt  nor  was  this  aeeestion  of  hos- 
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CHAP,    tility  unexpected  to  Great-Britain.  She  ha4>  in  flie  8]iriiig» 
XY.       reinforced  and  plentifully  supplied  Gibraltar.    She  now  is- 
sued Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal  against  the  SpamardSf 
"  but  stie  could  not  prevent  the  junction  of  the  Allied  fleet*— 

1779      ^^^  ^  ^'^^  weeks,  these  rode  triumphant  in  the  British  Chan* 
Bel,  inbuUed  Plymouth,  and  thi-eatened  Endlgnd  and  Ire* 
land     The  perilous  situation  inio  which  the  Ministers  bad 
thus  plunged  the  Empire,  drew  upon  them  censure  mora 
vehement  than  had  hitherto  assailed  them.    Lord  NoHk 
/       tottered  on  his  "  bad  eminence  ;^  the  influence  of  the  Caarty 
however,  bafiled  the  efibrts  of  4he  opposition  $  and  die  pa^ 
litical  vessel  of  B^tain  continued  under  the  guidance  af 
those  infatuated  Pilots,  who^  amid  those  tempests  whieh 
they  had  themselves  raised,  seemed  to  steer  without  Chart 
or  Compass.  At  the  ensuing  Session,  a  suspicion  of  treaelie- 
ry  was  added  to  the  ehai*ge  of  folly  and  ignorance.  Irefamf^ 
in  arms  against  contiugent  invasion,  demanded  and  oblaia* 
ed  tt  free  trade. 
Irruption  of      Spain,  not^vithfttanding  her  last  decisive  step,  did  not  re* 
^"w^rt^  eognrze  the  Independence  of  the  United  States;  nor  was 
iliMrida?       their  Minister  at  the  (Jourt  of  Madrid  accredited.^  R  was 
iniendcd  that  a  coneession  of  Territory  on  Ihe  East  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  exclusive  navigation  of  tliat  river, 
should  be  the  price  of  that  acknowledgment. 

The  Governor  of  Louisiana,  Don  Gal'vez,  early  inform- 
ed that  his  Catholic  Miijesty  had  become  a  (mriy  in  th^ 
war,  seized  on  all  the  British  posts  on  tiie  East  sidc,of  the 
Mississippi. 

Such  were  the  causes  which  concurred  to  lull  the  people 
^  into  fatal  slumbei*s.  The  alliance  with  the  Krench  Mo- 
nareh — an  erroneous  idea  that  the  resoui*ces  of  the  enemy 
were  exhausted— the  Spanisli  meiriation— and  the  call  on 
Congress  by  the  Minister  of  France  to  give  their  ullim^ate 
terms  for  a  peace.  Then  the  accession  of  Spain  to  the  war, 
which  rendered  the  situation  of  Great  Britaia  so  embar- 
rassed and  so  critical,  that  her  downfall  was  confidently 
anticipated.     America,  under  the  lassitude  produced  by 

*  '^^^  fbUowin^  diplomatic  appoiirtmcnts  took  place  hi  coiiseqitcnoe  of 
tn^  novel  occiiiTence»  abov«  mentioned : 

John  Jay — to  nepciate  a  tienty  of anutv  and  commerce  with  the  Cabi- 
net of  Madrid,  and  solicit  a  loa..  of  five  m'ilHons  of  dollai-s. 

John  Adam8--<who  had  gone  to  Europe,  but  after  Dr.  Fraiiklh)  wm  ip- 
pomted  aole  Minigter  ncaf  the  Court  of  VersaHleei,  returned  wilii  tile  Omv 
valier  Do  La  Luzemc)  to  n^cociatc  a  treaty  of  peace  and  oosomerce  vith 
Creiit-Bntain. 

_Heniy  Laureris— to  negociate  a  loan  in  Honand— and,  if  practicable,  re- 
alize a  pityect  of  atocaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  before  agrted  to  by  A, 
i*e^  &c  ^  ' 

Ceiard  retired,  not  in  disgust,  as  the  common  enemy  pubfished,  but  on 
account  of  b«l  ^'^al*h.  Dc  La  Luzerne  was  received  with  great  i^speSin 
C^'^Tf    ^-.**^.^.*'^^**^  D'Anmouw  wu  about  Mm  time  named  French 


TiBonnA.  871 

ftvv  fem^  TMleit  and  QBremiUed  exeHUm§»  easiiy  yii^ld*  CUiJP^ 
cd  to  8o  man.v  soporifiQ  influ<'n«ea.    Delusive  dreams  hc»       XY. 

cc^mpaBied^this  moiueDiary  toapor.     There  was,  in  an  agri*  

cohttml  ami  eommcreial  eouniry,  an  almost  iiTesistiWe  " 
sravltalion  towards  domestic  ease  and  tranquility.     Great      ^j,^g 
mai^imf  great  interests^  powerful  excitement 89  had  alone 
9ou9ed  tJie  people  to  arms — we  will  dee  these  ret  amy  and 
vitb  ihem  the  glorious  enthusiasm  oi  1776.    I'he  founders 
0f  the  Republic  still  wuteli  over  iu  destinies;  they  stiil 
feel  in  their  own  bosoms  the  saered  flame  of  patriotism 
and  virtue;  and  again  they  will  breathe  it. into  the  hearts 
<if  their  eotwtrymeo.    The  pressure  of  iOalamity  will  give  ^ 
new  Yigor  to  the  elastic  minds  of  freeman* 

Mr.  Gerardy  whose  impaii'ed  health  required  repose,  Tli»Cheva. 
vetumed  to  Eorqpe.    He  was  succeeded  by  the  Chevalier  J^^f  ^^  La 
I>€  Ia  Luxerne^  whose  abilities  as  a  negociator^  bad-been  ^^^^ 
oons^uously  displayed  in  Bavaria.    In  Boston,  wliere  b^  Mr.  Gei-ard. 
landed,  in  the  American  camp,  in  Philadelphia,  that  gen-, 
tlentan  reoeived  every  mark  of  respect  whieb  his  public 
wid  private  character  invited,  and  which  a  brave^  polite^ 
and  ho<ipitable  people  could  bestow. 

When,  upon  the  mediation  of  Spain,  sanguine  hopes  of  y|j^„-^ 
approacliing  peace  were  entertained,  and  the  adjustment  ten^"he^ 
of  boundaries  upon  the  principle  pf  uti  fossidetis  was  spo*  Western  es- 
ken  o^  tlie  Governor  of  Virginia,  with  a  view  to  secure  on  ^^^jsh- 
that  principle,  b}'  actual  possession,  the  righi  of  Virginia, 
in  its  whole  extent  to  the  Mississippi,  sent  proper  persons, 
under  an  escort,  to  ascertain  by  celestial  observation,  the 
point  on  that  river  intel-seeted  by  the  latitude  of  thirty-sis 
and  an  half  degrees,  the  Southern  limit  of  the  State ;  and 
to  treasure  its  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  Col.  ^ 
Clarke  was  directed,  as  soon  as  this  should  be  done,  to  se- 
lect a  strong  and  commanding  position  on  the  river,  near 
the- Southern  limit,  and  tlierc  to  establish  a  Fort  and  gar- 
.rison;  in  the  mean  time,  to  advance  his  establishments  to- 
wards the  Lakes,  erecting  Forts  at  diflTerent  points,  which 
night  be  an  actual  possession,  as  well  as  protection  of  (hat 
portion  of  the  country  also.  Under  these  orders,  Fort  Jef- 
ferson, on  the  Mississippi,  a  few  mile^  above  the  Southern 
limit,  wai  erected  and  garrisoned  This  measure  gave  great 
umbrage  to  the  Chickasaws,  a  friendly  and  faithful  tribe 
of  Indians,  who  claimed  these  as  their  hunting  grounds; 
but  full  explanations  being  given  of  the  objcc5i  of  tlic  mea- 
«are,  and  of  its  necessity,  as  well  for  tlicir  own  security,  as 
for  that  of  Virginia,  they  beoame  satisfied ;  insomuch  that 
when  tlie  Fort  and  garrison  were  afterwards  beleaguered 
by  hostile  Indians,  the  Chickasaws  came  to  their  relief, 
and  drove  oif  the  Jiesiegin^  force.  The  place  was  after- 
wards i*estored  to  the  Chickasaws ;  and  is  still  held  bv 
them.  In  the  Northern  quailer,  Clarke  proceeded  witli 
his  usual  judgment,  combhiiog  policy  with  enterpnze,  en- 
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atpimsi  the  hostilet  the  feroe  of  thme  who  eould  not  he  pe^ 
loaded  to  remaki  inaictiTe.    It  was  tlms  tkfii  the  17ilr<|Miin 
were  suooewfalty  araied  agsitost  <Kber  trftesa^toeh  as  tliA 
Choctaws,  Chiekaflawg,  aad  Shawaeae.    Hai  Ckrte  bc«ii 
placed  by  elinmlliBtaMers  on  %  mora  extenAre  and  BMm. 
brilliant  theatre,  bts  ^aim  aod  aethrity  eapid  nai  fail  a# 
bave  given  him  a  distingiiidied  rank  amoa^  the  cre^iUat 
military  charaotera,  in  anelent  or  modem  tiaiea.    Mast  ^ 
his  atehievements  have'  been  lost  in  tiie  etoeariiy  of  tb# 
iviid^  where  they  were  performed,  beeausey  in  those  basjr, 
periloaa  ioenes,  every  one  was  eager  to  aet,  and  n^ie  hiid 
inclinatioQ  or  lehmre  to  reoord  what  was  done.    With  ns* 
and  witli  all  those  who  hav«  seen  wxr  of  Cfatrlie*s  letters. 
It  19  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  he  has  not,  like  tlm  g;al^ 
lant  Smith,  hfs  in^strtons  prototype^,  written  for  posteritjr 
an  aeeoant  of  his  IndisHi  ^rar&*    His  favorite  otgeet^  Um 
taking  of  Detroit,  lie  seems  to  have  constantly  k^pl  ia 
view.    Durtog  the  Sammer  of  1779,  and  the  Spring  of 
1780,^  we  see  him  aetively  employed  in  making  vigorous 
prenarations  for  its  aoeomplisbmenl.    At  one  time,  he  ptK 
eeeded  so  far  as  to  remle^vons  a  eonsklei*able  number  of 
friendly  Indians,  perhaps,  foar  or  five  thoasand  nt  Irort 
SL  Vincents;  bnt  disappointed  in  the  nawiber  of  Whites  be 
expected,  and  not  ehusing  to  rely  prinoifially  on  llie  Indian^ 
he  ^ss  compelIe«l  to  abawion  the  expedition.   He  eontented 
himself  with  inflieting  Severe  ohsfidsement  on  tliose  sa- 
vage tribes,  whose  eternal  hostilities  had  proved  them  in- 
capable of  living  on  friendly  terms  with  the  peqite  of  the 
States. 

Whilst,  at  the  expenee  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  at 
the  head  of  State  troops,  Clarice  thus  strengtiiened  the  ti- 
tk5  of  Virginia  to  the  Western  country,  by  the  addition  of  . 
eonquest  to  chartered  rights,  the  General  Coittress  listen* 
ed  too  favourably  to  the  reclamations  ni  the  Indiana  and 
other  companies,  of  a  sisular  description.  The  immense 
tracts  of  vacant  Territory  within  the  chartered  Jimits  of 
some  of  the  States,  and,  in  partieular.  of  Vii^ioia^  had 
early  attracted  the  general  attention.  In  them  was  sees 
an  almost  inexhanstihle  source  of  f\itiire  wealth*— a  fund 
eapable  not  only  of  alRirding  extensive  encouragement  for 
the  defenders  of  the  eommen  liberties,  but  of  covering  the 
Vast  national  debt,  whieb  the  expenditures  of  the  war  must 
necessarily  create.  The  States  not  possessed  of  a  similar 
advantagr^  insisted  im  considering  this  unappropriated  Ter- 


*  Colonel  Claike  was  afterwards  made  nrii<%dler-(xeneral-«we  are  told 
he  is  still  living  in  the  Western  country.  Such  of  his  letters  as  are  beibre 
us,  evince  a  stronff,  comprehensive,  combmine-,  luminous  mind.  With  him 
hardshipi,  difficufties,  battles,  8tc.  seem  to  have  been  matters  of  course  — 
As  he  acted  and  fottght  without  pretensions  io  fame,  he  relates  whh  m 
interesting  simplicity  ^— His  modes^  is  equal  to  his  courage. 
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miiwf,  us  a  tohit  aoqiiistttoir,  irli|«1i  shonM  be  appffeH  to  XHAP. 
•the  e«miiioii  benefit.     TPWs  was  the  principal  impediment      XV. 
ta  the  final  raHfleation  by  all  the  States  fif  tlie  Articles  of        • 
<;ofi(Meratfon     It  i»as  asserted  that  the  boundaries  of  any  "■■■"" 
State,  though  ever  so  wel!  ascertained,  did  not  prove  the      tyft 
thle  or  rj^  of  such  State  to  all  lands  within  such  boonda^ 
3nc».     A  difttinetioh  w«s  established  between  those  lands 
^hieh  had  been  alienated  by  the  Crown,  and  were,  at  the 
ilatc  of  American  Independence,  Tested  in  particular  per* 
«ons,  either  sole  or  aggregate,  and  those  lands  which  re- 
mained  In  the  Crown,  as  a  tmst  for  the  use  of  the  publie. 
The  sovereignty  of  the  Crown,  it  was  said,  had  br  the  re-  ' 

irelfftion  been  fransferreil  to  the  Supreme  Power  of  the  A- 
metican  Commonwealth,  that  is  to  the  Congress,  and  what- 
ever the  Crown  held  iii  virtue  of  that  sovereignty,  had  ex- 
P^rienced  the  same  fete.  The  Crown  lands,  then,  were  the 
propertv  of  the  whole  American  Republic,  and  ought  to  be 
disposed  of  for  the  common  use  and  benefit.  Besiues,  it 
wras  urged  that  no  State  could  acquire  more  ri^t,  or  pro- 
perty than  anot  her  by  that  revohifion  which  bad  been  com- 
meneed,  promoted,  and  nearly  perfeetcfl  by  the  joint  effort 
and  expcnce  of  the  whole.  The  quotas  of  the  States  pos- 
sessing unappropriated  lands  eooM  not,  it  was  further  ob- 
served, be  proporHonate  to  <he  great  extent  of  their  Ter- 
ritories, because  theif*  present  Inhabitants  were  unequal  to 
such  a  burl  hen.  The  expense  of  the  war  was  not  to  be  e^ 
timated  merely  by  the  cash  it  cost ;  but  the  devastations  of 
the  enemy^  the  loss  of  Hves,  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and 
of  multiplied  branches  of  industry,  ought  to  be  brought 
into  the  account.  When  made  on  these  prmeiples,  the  es- 
timate rose  very  high  on  those  parts  of  the  interest  defended 
which  could  lose  no  lives,  because  thc>  had  no  inhabitaats, 
suffer  no  devastations,  because  they  had  no  improvement^ 
whieli  could  he  destroyed.  The  lands  in  question,  theUf 
^otiJd,  in  their  present  state,  no  more  than  repay  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  preservation,  and  that  expence  was  common: 
all  the  Slates  exerted  themselves  with  equal  ardor,  danger^ 
and  activity  in  carrying  on  the  war,  and  it  was  but  reasona- 
ble they  should  all  share  alike  in  the  advantages  resulting 
from  it,  sTipposing  the  vacant  Territories  to  promise  more 
than  w  jis  advanced  for  their  protection.  Whilst  these,  ktiA 
other  reasons  were  alledged  against  the  general  daiin  of  cer^ 
tain  States  to  their  vacant  lands,  in  general,  the  companies 
above  alluded  to  presscdupon  the  Congress  their  particular 
interests,  and  were  heard  with  an  indulgence,  which  alarm- 
ed the  Legislature  of  Virginia*  and  drew  from  them  the  foU- 
lowinj?  energetic,  cleni*,  and  dignified  I'cmonstranee : 

«  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  ever  attentive  to  Remon- 
"  the  rcco;.imendations  of  Congress,  and  desirous  to  give  ^^^  ^e. 
*•  the  great  Council  of  the  tlniteil  States  every  satisfaction  p^^ttire  on 
^^  in  their  power,  consistent  with  the  rights  and  constituti-  die  subject. 
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XV.      ««  preTeot  settlements  oa  the  N^rth-west  side  of  tJie  Ohio 

^^^^^  «  river,  and  will  on  all  oceasions^  endeavoar  ta  naaifeft 

^<  their  atti^chment  to  the  eommon  interest  of  Amartea, 

i77a      ^*  And  their  earhest  wishes  to  remove  every  eauoo  of  jea- 

^  lousj,  and  promote  tliat  mutual  eonfidenee  and  faaneaiiy 

^<  between  the  different  States,  so  esseiXiial  to  their  tmc  kh 

**  terest  and  safety.^' 

<^  Strongly  impressed  with  these  senttfnents,  the  Ge«e- 
**  ral  Assembly  of  Virginia  cannot  avoici  exprefisin^  tkpir 
**  surprise  and  coneem  upon  the  information  that  Confirsi 
^'  had  received  and  countenanced  petitions  from  eeiiuia 
*^  persons  St  ill  ng  themselves  the  Vandaiia  and  li»diana  com- 
'<  panics,  asserting  elaims  to  lands  in  defiance  of  the  civil 
*^  authority,  jurisdiction,  ami  laws  of  this  ComroonweaJlii, 
*<  and  offering  to  crcc<  a  separate  government  nithin  llic 
*«  Terr^itorv  thereof.  Should  Congress  assume  a  jurisdie- 
^*  tioft,  and  arrogate  to  themselves  u  right  of  acyadfeatton, 
•«  not  only  unwarranted  by»  but  expresSy  contrary  to  the 
*<  fundamental  principles  of  the  confederation,  suprrsc/iing 
<«  or  controuling  the  internal  policy,  civil  regulations,  ana 
**  municipal  laws  of  this,  or  any  other  State*  it  would  be  a 
^<  Tiolation  of  public  faiih,  introduce  a  most  dangerous  pre- 
'•  cedent,  which  might  hereafter  be  urged  to  deprive  rf 
^  Territory,  or  subvert  the  sovereignty  and  goveraaRcnt 
'^  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  United  States;  ahd  establish  ia 
^*  Congress  a  power,  which,  in  pi*ocess  of  time,  must  dege* 
•*  Derate  into  an  intolerable  despotism.** 

«<  It  is  notorious  that  the  Vandaiia  and  Indiana  eompa- 
^  nies  are  not  the  only  claimants  of  large  tracts  of  land,  un- 
^  der  titles  repugnant  to  our  laws  ;  that  several  men  of 
**  great  influence  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  States,  are 
**  eoncerned  in  partnership  with  the  Earl  of  Dunmorc,  and 
^  other  subjects  t>f  the  British  King,  who,  under  pnrclia- 
*'  ses  from  tlie  Indians,  claim  extensive  tracts  of  coiiBti7 
^  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  that  prepo- 
^*  sitions  have  been  made  toCtm^ess  evidently  calenlated  to 
**  secure  and  guarantee  such  purchases,  so  that,  under  co- 
<<  lour  of  creating  a  common  fund,  had  those  proposhioai 
<<  bf^n  adopted,  the  public  would  have  been  dupc^  by  the 
**  arts  of  individuals,  and  great  part  of  the  value  of  ua< 
**  appropriated  lands  converted  to  private  purposes.'* 

<<  Congress  have  lately  described  and  ascertained  the 
^'boumlaries  of  these  United  S<ates«  as  an  ultimatum  in 
"  their  terms  of  peacte.  The  United  States  hold  no  Terri- 
**  torybut  in  riglit  of  some  one  indiviilmil  State  in  tlie  U- 
*'  nion.  The  Territory  of  each  Stale  from  time  immo- 
'<  morial,  has  been  AxhI  and  determined  by  their  respee- 
*<  tive  chaKerst  there  being  no  other  rule  or  criterian  to 
"judge  by,  should  these  in  any  inMance.  (^^hen  rlierc  is  no 
^  disputed  Territory  between  pariioular  Sutes)  be  abridg- 
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«^  ed  ^0rtdi:oiit  tlie  content  of  the  States  affbeted  by  it,  gene-   CHAP. 
^  ral  tfoofitsion  must  ensue  ;  each  State  would  be  subject-      XV\ 
^  ed,  ia  its  turn,  to  the  enoroaohments  of  the  others,  and  a  _^^^^ 
«  field  opened  fop  future  wars  and  bloodshed  j  nor  can  any  »«■■ 
^  argument  be  fairly  urged  to  prove  that  any  particular      ^jj^ 
^  tf*aoi  of  country  within  the  limits  claimed  by  Congress  in 
^  beliaif  of  tiie  United  States,  is  no  part  of  the  chartered 
^  Territory  of  some  one  of  ttiem,  but  must  militate  witli  e« 
^  qual  forcCf  against  the  right  of  the  United  States  in  ge- 
«  noi-al,  and  tcud  to  [H-ove  such  a  tract  of  country  (if  North- 
H  west  of  the  Ohio  river)  part  of  the  British  province  of 
<•  Canada." 

<<  When  Virginia  acceded  to  the  articles  of  confederati- 

^  oiif  her  righ(s  of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  within  her 

^  owu   Territory,  wei*e  reserved  and  secured  to  her,  and 

<<  eanuotnow  be  infringed  or  altered  without  her  consent* 

«  8lie  could  liave  no  latent  views  of  extending  that  Terri- 

^  tory,  because  it  had  long  before  been  expressly  and  clear* 

^  ly  deMued  in  the  act  which  formed  her  new  government.'^ 

**  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginiahave  heretofore of- 

^  fered  Congress  to  furnish  lands  out  of  their  Territory 

^  on  the  North  west  side  of  the  Ohio  river,   without  pur- 

^  ehase  lut^ney,  to  the  troops  on  Continental  establish-        0 

**  meat  of  such  of  the  confederated  States  as  l^ad  not  ua« 

^  appropriated  lands  for  that  purpose,  in  conjunction  with 

^  the  other  States  holding  unappropriated  lands,  and  ia 

^  sueh  a  proportion  as  should  be  adjusted  and  settled  by 

^*  Congress  ;  which  offer,  when  accepted,  they  will  moat 

^*  eheerfuUy  make  good  to  the  same  extent  with  the  pro- 

^*  vision  made  by  law  for  their  own  troops,  if  CongreiB 

^  shall  think  fit  to  allow  the  like  quantities  of  laud  to  other 

^  troops  on  Continental  establishment*    But  aUhough  the 

^  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  would  make  great  sacrifi- 

^  oes  to  the  common  interest  of  America  (as  they  have  aU 

**  ready  done  on  the  subject  of  representation)  and  will  be 

**  ready  to  listen  to  any  just  and  reasonable  propositions  for 

^  removing  the  ostensible  causes  of  delay  to  the  complete  ra- 

**  tifieation  of  the  confcdei'ation,  they  find  themselves  ira- 

**  polled  by  the  duties  which  they  owe  to  their  constituents, 

**  to  their  posterity,  to  their  country,  and  to  the  United  States 

•*  in  general,  to  remonsti*ate  and  protest,  and  they  do  hereby, 

^^  in  the  naine  and  on  beiialf  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vlrgi  • 

^^  nia,  expressly  protest  against  any  jurisdicao  nor  right  of 

**  adiudicatiooin  Congress  upon  tlie  petitions  of  the  \  aa- 

*^  dalia  and  Indiana  eompanies,  or  on  any  other  matter  or 

•*  thin/;,  suhversive  of  the  internal  policy,  civil  government, 

**  or  sovereignty  of  this;  or  any  of  the  United  American 

.^  States,  or  unwarranted  by  the  ai*tiele8  of  the  confedera- 

•*  tion.»' 

To  the  principles  and  spirit  of  tlUs  rcolonstrance,  Virgi- 
^  firmly  adhered  until  thc9eaeroaft4CisioB  of  her  North- 
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CHAP*   wwrtem  Terrltofj  to  (he  United  States,  the  notiTes  Cm* 
XV^       whieh  wiU  be  developed  io  the  proper  place. — hom»  other 

refokes  of  the  General  Asaembly  of  Yirginiat  at  tbnr 

^^■*"*  autttiDBal  SetMon  of 'i77llf  eenvejed  to  Congrest  the  seaii* 
^^yg      mentft  of  the  Stale  on  subjeeta  gearcely  lew  delieate  thaa 
the  question  ot  vacant  'rerritories.    Congress  had  ealle4 
.  ^^''^^^^  en  the  States  lor  provisions  and  other  articles  on  eontiaeii* 
G^mliU-  ^1  aeeount»  but  claimed  the  power  of  regulating  the  prU 
sembiyat     e^ of  the  objects  thus  ftirnitthed.    Yii^inia  opposi^d  this 
t^sm^^   assumption*    She  also  contended  for  the  right  of  judgini; 
***•  of  the  utiUty  and  expediene;  of  ineasures  rec^rnimeaded  hj 
that  body ;  and  declaring  that  she    would,  at  all  Umes^ 
bear  her  full  share  of  common  burthens  with  alacrity, 
urged  the  propriety  of  a  satisfactory  statement  by  Coagresa 
of  all  the  expenditures  of  the  continent.    There  being  n# 
.  coercive  power  in  Oongresst  the  States  remote  from  daii«> 
ger  were  remiss  or  irregular  in  furnishing  their  quotaa 
of  men  and  supplies,  and  me  whole  load  fell  on  the  exposed 
States,  where  every  nerve  was  strained  to  maintain  a  stnig^ 
gle  glorious  and  bcBeficial  to  alL    This  must  natural^ 
have  excited  jealousy  aod  complaints— The  account  of  Vir* 
ginia  with  the  Uuited  States  was  extremely  complicated, 
as  the  demand  comineoced  from  the  begintiiug  of  tlie  war. 
*       To  adjust  Jt»  required  calm,  dispassionate  Chancellors,  and 
ni>t  prejudiced  Judees,  and  the  opening  of  the  land  office 
had  certainly  prejudiced  Congress  against  the  State.  Poli- 
cy I'equired  an  enlargement  rather  than  a  negation  of  pow* 
er  to  the   General  Congress:  but  their  authority  must 
bind  all  the  States,  or  bind  none  of  them. 

At  this  Session^  the  Assembly  determined  the  quantitj 
of  land  which  should  be  allowed  to  oilicers  and  soldiers^ 
at  the  close  of  the  war,*  and  provided  means  of  keeping  va- 
cant, the  country  allotted  them.  Taxation  was  again  ex- 
tended. Indeed,  the  Legislators  found  themselves  cheated 
in  every  essay  of  this  nature,  by  the  d^redation  inter- 
Ycning  between  the  declaration  of  the  tax  and  the  actual 
-  -receipt.  Yet,  taxation  was  not  to  be  abandoned.  Either 
taxes  mast  assist  in  supporting  the  common  eause^  or  the 
people  must,  after  lavish'mg  so  much  blood  and  treasure, 
submit  to  an  inglorious,  humiliating,  and  disadvantageous 
peace.  Acts  against  excessive  gaming,  monopoly,  and  ex- 
tensive credits,  which  the  n^id  inerease  of  depreciation 

^ToaColoneU       •       •       -     ' 5,000  Acres, 

A  Lieut  Col VOO 

Major,       .       .       -     , 4,000 

Captain, 3,000 

Every  Subaltern,  Chi^>lain,  Surj^ecm,  Surgeon's  mate,  3,000 
Every  N.oa  comawnjoped  officer,       •       .       •    •       4(i0 

Every  Soldier  and  SMfer, 100 

OAcertin  navy— the  sane— in  proportion  to  rank.    In  1780,  the  AssemUy 

(ranted  to  a  Major  General 15,000  acr^ 

fFo  Baron  Stculiea  Ibe  sani^)BiigdUerG«MraV       .      .    io,000 


TCfnifftti  rainoofl,  are  among  the  labours  of  tbb  Session*   CHAP. 
The  €U>Temor  was  authorized  to  mareh  l^BOlTniilitia  to      ^V.  - 
South  Carolina,  and  invested  with  extraoTdinai7  powers,        " 
in  case  of  an  invasion.    The  State-troops  for  the  defenee  "^^^^^ 
of  the  Eastern  frontier  were  inoorporated  with  the  artille-      ^779 
ry  and  garrison  corps  ;  the  eavalry  was  reduced  to  three 
troops,  and  the  parties  on  the  Western  borders,  formed  in- 
to one  regiment.    The  small  navj  of  the  State*  was  reor- 
ganized ;  &nd  there-enlistment  of  the  troops  in  theCond- 
vental  service,  eneonraged  with  usual  solicitude* 

I'^he  situation  of  Yirginia,  and  the  produce  of  her  soil,  Bncottrare- 
as  well  as  the  wants  of  her  citizens,  invited  foreign  com-  °>fnt  offo. 
mereetoher  ports.  Already  several  French  merchants  J^^^"' 
and  seamen  had  visited  her  shores  ;  and,  under  the  auspi- 
ces of  Independence,  other  nations  would,  it  was  probable^ 
soon  open  with  her  a  similar  intercourse  '  This  induced 
the  Gieneral  Assembly  to  pass  «  an  Act  tov  the  protection 
and  encouragement  of  the  commerce  of  nations,  acknow- 
ledging the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
eo.^  The  treaty  of  eommerce  with  France  had  provided 
for  the  establishment  of  Consuls,  or  commercial  agents. 
Virginia  recollects  the  Chevalier  Danmours  the  first  por- 
*  801^  that  ever  acted  in  that  capacity,  within  her  Territory. 
His  appointment  was  the  occasion  of  the  act  inst  mentipn- 
ed.  ^  A  proclamation  of  the  Governor  accredited  him  as 
French  Consul,  and  promulgated  the  fundamental  rules  of 
fiiture  commercial  intercourse  with  friendly  nations. 

It  ought  not  to  be  omitted  that,  at  this  Session,  the  ^^s-.  ^l«n<^^ 
pension  of  the  laws  giving  salaries  to  the  Clergy,  hitherto  ^^^wf^ 
temporary,  was  rendered  perpetual.  bolishod 


^  To  be  «o/tf-— Slups  TarUgr  and  Dragon — Gallies  Henry^  Manly^  Hqx>» 
Page,  Lewis  and  State-guard. 
JIMolPierf^-Ship  Theti8>  Brig  Jefieraon^  GaUies»  Accomack  and  DiU^Tnce^ 

Boats,  Patriot  and  liberty,  one  Lookout  boat  to  be  built. 
Hetained  also,  ship  Gloucester,  for  a  prison-ship,  and  TeTtipest,  until  the 
Hietis  should  be  ready  for  sea. 
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Surrender 
of  Charles* 
ton. 

May  12. 


Virginia  of- 
ficers killed 
clurinsf  the 
Siege. 


to  stand  a  gfeM.  The  interesting  details  ef  the  opersCioas 
which  arose  from  the  attaeli  and  defence  have 'been  mmptj 
and  ably  rec(»*ded  by  several  Ameriean  Hfetorians.  CKb- 
ton  broke  ground  on  the  ist  of  April  ;  on  the  7iB  of  Bfiay 
fats  artillery  was  mounted  in  the  batteries  of  his  third  pa- 
rallei)  and  on  the  1:2th  Charleston  surrendered.  The  pas- 
sage of  the  bar  had  been  found  indefensible^  owing  to  the 
shallowness  of  the  water  within  it ;  and  the  British  fleeC 
passing  Fort  Moultrie  without  much  injury,  had  effideatfy 
eo-operated  with  the  land  forces.  It  was  not  then  the  less 
of  their  honour,  but  the  loss  of  their  array  and  property, 
that  the  Americans  had  to  deplore.  To  yield  to  so  supe- 
rior a  foree  was  no  disgrace,  but  the  capture  of  the  maia 
body  of  the  Southern  army,  was  a  deep  wound — a  woimd, 
theeflfoets  of  which  werefehin  the  very  bowels  of  all  the 
Southern  States,  and  caosed  there  an  inflammatioi  whjek 
had  like  to  consume  their  life-blood* 

The  terms  of  the  capitulation  surrendered  to  the  victor, 
the  town  and  fortifications,  the  shilling,  artillery,  and  aH 
olher  public  property  whatever,  in  their  present  condition. 
The  Continental  troops,  the  militia,  the  sailors  and  all 
armed  citizens,  became  prisoners  of  war ;  the  militia  and 
the  citizens  to  be  paroled — the  regulars  to  be  conducted  to 
some  convenient  plaeo  and  to  remain  there,  mitil  ex« 
changed,  and  lo  receive  good  treatment.  Officers  retained 
their  horses,  arms,  baggage  and  servants — but  their  horses 
were  not  to  be  taken  out  or  Charleston.  Neither  the  per- 
sons nor  the  property  of  the  militia  and  the  inhabitants,  were 
to  be  molested,  so  long  as  tliey  observed  their  parole8--and 
the  sick  were  to  receive  that  attention  which  humanity  dic- 
tated. The  garrison  would  march  out  of  town,  and  deport 
their  arm^  in  front  of  the  works  of  the  place ;  but  the  drums 
were  not  to  beat  a  British  maroh,  or  the  colours  to  be  urn- 
cased. 

Among  the  defenders  of  Charleston,  were  some  of  those 
patriotic  Virginians,  who,  at  the  earliest  call  of  their  in- 
jured codntry,  had  bu«kled  on  their  armour,  and  assisted 
in  driving  Lord  Dunmore  from  their  native  State.  Colo- 
nel Richard  Parker,  of  the  first  Yirginia  regiment,  towai^s 
the  close  of  the  siege,  received  a  ball  in  his  head,  and  fell 
lifeless  in  the  trenches.  Captain  Peyton  met  with  the  same 
honourable  deat  h  Brigadier  General  Woodford  was  doom* 
ed  to  languish  and  die  in  a  state  of  captivity.* 


expected  to  join  about  the  28th  ©f  June. 

4,000  North  Carolina  militia.  "^  u  _^  i_  ^l  v  ii.  *u  *a.u  j 
(call  them  only  2,000)  I  T^\^  "^,  >«  **^^  ^^,^^  *^«  l^  '"^ 

r/u^Tr-.__i_:_ -/m-..-,     '  >the  last  of  July.    Provisions  in  the  towa 

J  to  last  till  the  lOtli  of  July. 


2,500  Virginia  militia, 
(call  them  1250,  or  1000) 

•  The  treatment  of  the  Americ4in  prisoners  in  South  Carolina  pre^toitt 
another  hideous  vieur  of  the  diaracter  given  to  the  war  by  the  British. 
We  use  here  an  authority  not  to  be  denied,  that  of  the  veridic  Bamiav. 
Prfsoners  were  at  first  ccmfineJ  in  the  vaults  with  the  dead— AAerwaids  m 
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Ta  preserve  the  eotnraunicatioii  between  the  toWn  and 
connttyf  during  the  siege,  General  Lincoln  had  placed  the 
regular  eavalry,  amonnUngto  three  hundred  men,  with  a 
sniail  body  of  miUtiay  under  the  coromand  of  Brigadier 
Gr«iieral  Hnger.  These  were  eneamped  at  Monk's  Cor- 
ner. Clinton,  anxions  for  the  complete  investiture  of 
Charleston,  determined  to  strike  that  post,  Lieutenant 
Cokmel  Webster  was  entrusted  with  this  service.  The 
latter  detached  Tarleton,  reinforced  by  Major  Ferguson's 
eorps  of  riflemen,  towards  Monk's  Corner^  A  suri)rise 
was  judged  adviseabie.  They  accidentally  met  with  a  ne- 
^ero,  whom  a  small  pecuniary  reward  easily  induced  to  con- 
duet  the  Britkh*  in  the  night,  and  through  unfrequented 
paths*  to  the  American  encampment.  At  5  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  they  reached  Monk's  Comer,  and  although 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  American  cavalry  had  ta- 
ken the  pi*eoaution  of  keeping  hishors'^s  saddled  and  bri- 
dled, and  although  the  alarm  was  given  by  his  Yidotteji, 
yet  Tarleton  fell  upon  the  party  with  such  impetuosity, 
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i  contimislly  to  stand  up  for  want  of  room  to  lie  down 
'—no  d(niceur  could  be  procured  for  the  sick- — In  13  months,  upwards  of 
800  perished.    In  violation  of  the  cnpitulation  of  Charleston,  the  Contii<en- 
tal  troops   were  put  on  board  prhon-ships— where  distre<8  of  every  kind 
assailed,  and  consumed  them— British  emissaries  encouratred  >bem  to  en^ 
list  in  the  royal  service— clotliing;  and  money  sent  for  tl>em  by  Congress* 
they^ere  denied — the  object  was  to  wear  out  their  patience,   and   thus 
force  them  to  enlist.    The  rations  allowed  to  the  wives  and  children   of 
some,  ^vere,  upon  their  refusal,  withdrawn — and  these  helpless,  wretcheid 
beines  cxpK)sed  to  the  horrors  of  famine.    Physicians  were  prevented  from 
▼isitrng-  the  sick. — The  ladies  of  Charleston,  without  distinction  of  wliig- 
and  tory,  at  lenicth  relieved  the  sufferers.    The  Continental  officers  were 
coQ&iedto  Uaddrell's   Point  and  the  Ticinitv— nno  civility  shewn  them.—  ' 
They  were  even  debarred  of  the  liberty  of  fishing:,  (which,  in  their  present 
situation,  was   for  them  more  than  amusement.)  They  were  informed  in 
March  1781,  that  Comwallis  had  ordered  them  to  some  one  of  the  W.  India 
Islands — but  this  was  prevented  by  a  g^eneral  exchange  of  prisoners  in  the 
Southern  department.    The  citizens  of  the  town  who  adhered  to  their  pa- 
roles, »thougn  not  allowed  rations,  were  precluded  from  exercising  their 
respective  trades— Loyalists  were  fbrbidden  to  employ  them»— the  proper- 
ty  of  those,  who  had  any,  was  not  respected — Christopher  Qadsden,  the 
aged  and  respectable  lieutenant  Governor,  and  other  friends  of  America, 
prisoners  on  parole,  were  removed  to  St.  Augriistine — though  charRcd  with 
no  breach  of  parole,  there  they  were  treated  with  revolting"  indij^ities,  com- 
pelled to  appear  every  day,  on  the  public  parade,  and  to  answer  to  their 
names  at  raU-caUing^.    Retaliation  for  Andre  on  their  persons,  was  dailjr  inti- 
mated. Th  ey  were  not  allowed  to  correspond  freely  with  their  wives  or  friends 
— ^when  a  ge-^eral  exchor  g^2  of  prisoners  took  place  in  May,  1781,  they  were 
released,  but  not  allowed  to  go  to  their  homes.    Thev  were  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia— theu"  wives  and  children  were,  at  tlie  same  time,  torn  from  their  habita- 
tions, and  transported  to  the  same  place,  to  share  with  their  husbands  and 
Withers  exile  and  poverty — All  this  rcqtiiresno  corwrnent.    It  must  be  ob- 
•  '  served,  however,  that  if  the  loyalty  of  Clinton,  Cornrallis,  Kawdon,  Balfour, 
.    Glazier,  &c.  admitted  of  a  doubt,  they  mig^lt  be  suspected  of  having  intend- 
ed, by  such  wanton  scverilies,  the  complete  subversion  of  the  llntish  Em- 
pire in  America     Fqr,  depend  upon  it,  8i:ch  is  the  n.iture  of  the  human 
neart.that  teiroHfnn  will  never,  effect  anv  thmg"  in  tlic  aid.     In  fact,  tliey 
ser\'cd  tlic  American  cau8e,-and  not  tlicir  Ivl?)^-     l'ersPcutio»,  whether  po- 
litic dor  rcliffi'jiis,  aiuays  will  defeat. its  oJijccts.     (S<:e  Itamsay's  S.  Caroli- 
na, Vol.  U.) 
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CHAP*    that  I1A  efffetent  resistanee  ^uM  be  offered.    Ctoneral  Hi- 
XYL      ger.  Colonels  Washington  and  Jamieson  found  safety  k 
^^^^  their  knowledge  of  the  eoantry.    It  was  there  that  Ttorle* 
''*™'*'""  ton's  dragoons  began  their  career  of  bratal  oatrage^  the 
1780     •  South.     Stedman,  a  British  Htstorian  menttoned  before, 
and  who  was  in  this  affair,   has  preserved  partfenlan, 
The  Amcri-  ^hich  the  an8t<*re  peneil  of  troth  is  sora^iilies  eanpelied 
sed^A*^"    to  delineate,   but  from  liiliieh  humanity  always  turns  her 
Monk'sCot-  eyes  in  disgtist,    Almut  thirty  of  the  American  eavahy 
"^nrii  14    ^^^^  **^'"  ®^  taken ;  the  militia,  stationed  at  some  dis- 
Apni;4.    ^j^^^  jji  ^  meeting  house,  were  charged  with  fixed   bayo- 
nets, and  dispersed.    "^Miis  unfortunate  aflhir  threw  into 
the  hands  of  the  British  a  considerable  minodier  of  wag- 
/  gons  and  horses,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ummunition^  prs- 

visions  and  clothing.  It  alsti  gave  to  Webster  the  eom- 
^  mand  of  the  country  between  the  Wando,  and  the  Cooper. 
Soon  artcr.  Lord  Comwallis  united  his  detachment  with 
the  foree  under  Webster,  and  overran  the  whole  eouatry, 
.  south  of  the  Santee,  burning  all  (he  grain  and  kiltiog  all 
the  cattle,  which  he  could  not  carry  off.  His  posts  on  tiie 
Cooper- river  prevented  all  communication  with  the  town, 
and  rendered  the  blockade  complete,  i/overnor  Rutledgr, 
who  had  hitherto  found  his  dietatoriiil  authority  of  little 
avail,  in  collecting  the  militia,  endeavoured  to  form  a 
camp  on  the  North  side  of  the  9antee,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
lodge  Cornwallis  from  the  Northern  margin  of  the  Cooper, 
or,  at  least,  to  harniss  his  foraging  detachments.  After 
the  disaster  at  Monk's  Comer,  the  remains  of  the  Ameri- 
can cavalry  hart  retired  to  that  post,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Col.  White,  of  MoylanN  regiment,  f^iere 
also  about  400  regulars,  parts  of  Scott's  and  Woodford's 
corps,  headed  by  Colonel  fiulbrd  of  Virginia,  who  had  ar- 
rived  too  late  to  enter  the  invested  place*  had  soai^ht  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  serviceable.  From  that  station, 
ddfe^tSi  by  White  anxiously  watched  the  foe,  with  a  view  to  inflict  on 
Tarleton,  bis  marauders  some  sudden  and  successful  blow.  The 
May  6.  wished  for  moment  soon  arrived.  A  fora^nis:  party  ap- 
proached ;  crossing  the  Santee  at  Dupuj  »s  ferry.  White  in- 
terccpted  that  party,  with  whi^h  he  retired  to  Lennew's 
ferry,  on  the  same  fiver,  expecting  to  find  there  means  of 
transportation  for  himself,  his  men,  and  his  firisoners. 
Tarleton  was  on  the  same  day,  proceeding  to  the  same 
point,  to  observe  the  situation  and  movementsof  the  Ameri- 
cans.  A  Loyalist  iuformeil  him  on  the  road,  of  the  success 
and  intention  of  White,  who,  doi  having  found  the  neces- 
sary boats  at  th<>appointed  place^  was  re57ttng  his  troops, 
'  until  they  appeared.  Stimulated  by  this  intelligence, Tarle- 
ton with  his  usual  celerity,  urged  his  legion  forward,  and 
uncxiiectcdly  attacking  Whito,  repeated  the  catastrophe  of 
Monk's  Corner.  Some  of  the  Americans  cut  their  way 
tlirough  the  British  cavalry  ^  others  escaped  by  swimming. 


TIBGINIA.  MS 

Tbe  prla<Hi9r8  were  TeM»ied»  haTing  risen  on  tlieir  guards  CHAP* 
just  as  theboat  was  pushing  (tf  to  oonvej  them  to  the  op-     XYL 
poeite  bank*    The  Anierieans  had  about  thirty  men  killed 
or  taken.  '     ' 

Tbe  British  had  redneed  plnadering  to  a  system — ^Plate^      .  ^^^ 
horses^  negroes,  indigOy  and  other  articles  of  yalne,  were 
eoHeeted  into  a  publie  stoek,  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  tbe    j^  ^^^^ 
rayal  army.     So  eonsiderable  was  the  quantity  of  booty  in  ons  of  the 
the  market,  that,  notwithstanding  the  oheapness  resulting  Britiah. 
from  ibis  overflow,  jthe  dividend  of  a  M^or  General  a* 
mcnmted  to  more  than  four  thousand  guineas.    To  this 
must  be  added  the  fVuits  of  private  rapine,  exeeeding,  per- 
haps,  whittwiisthrownintoa  eoramdn  mass.    Canoes  of    ' 
slaves  and  other  spoil,  were  sent  to  West-India  markets. 
Noble    trophies!     Eternal  monuments  of  heroie  war- 
fare ! 

The  Metropolis  of  South-Carolina,  and  the  main  bocfy  of 
the  So4ithern  army,  having  thus  been  involved  in  a  eom- 
mon  fate,  by  falling  togeilier  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy^ 
the  next  objeet  of  the  vietor  was  to  suppress  opposition  in 
every  part  of  the  State.    Three  British  divisions  were  put 
in  motion.    The  first,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown, 
moved  up  the  Savannah  to  Augusta  ;  the  seeond,  headed  by 
lieutenant  Colonel  Balfour,  following  the  Southern  banks    v 
of  the  Wateree,  proceeded  to  Ninety-six  j  while  the  third,     - 
led  by  Liord  Comwallis  crossed  the  Santee  and  took  post 
on  the  North  nde  of  it,  about  57  miles  below  Camden. 
This  last  column  consisted  of  a,900  men,  and  was  soon  af- 
ter joined  by  1;200  more,  with  a  design  to  establish  a  post 
at  Camden,  and  proceed  higher  up  the  country.    Intelli- 
gence  of  this  was  received  at  Camden^  on  the  27th  of  May. 
General  Uuger,   who   commanded   the  North   Carolina 
troops  under  General  Caswell,  and  tbe  Virginia  Continen- 
tals under  Col.  Buford,  ordered  them  to  retreat,  the  for- 
mer to  Pedee-river,  and  the  latter  to  SfUisbury,  where  "'^ 
Porterfield  had  now  arrived,  with  a  detachment  of  four 
hundred  men,  from  Virginia.    Caswell  made  good  his  re^ 
treat  5  but  Colonel  Buford's  corps  was  doomed  to  feel  the    Buford  de- 
keen  edge  of  the  British  sabre.    Comwallis  delegated  to  l^^wi*^ 
Tarleton  the  destruction  of  that  corps.    After  a  rapid 
march  of  105  miles  in  fifty-four  hours,  Tarleton  overtook 
the  retreating  party,  at  the  Waxhaws,  near  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina.     Heat  and  fatigue  had  caused  several  of     May  29. 
the  British  cavalry  and  mountea  infantry  to  drop  into  the 
rear.    To  give  them  time  to  como  up,  and  the  better  to 
make  his  dispositions  for  the  attack,  Tarleton  proposed  to 
Buford  terms  of  a  surreadcr.     Scarcely  had  the  negocia- 
tioQ  commenced,  when  tbe  British  furiously  charged  the 
Americans,  most  of  them  still  unacquainted  with  Bufoi*d's 
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CHAP.   rejecHen^of  the  proposed  ierms,*  and,  omne^aMitlf, 
XVI.      solute  and  unprepared.    The  iRraggons,  canon^  and  bag- 
gfttge  had  been  ordered  to  eonlinue  their  mareb,  and  m  pa- 
•»",      '"     sition  tal^en  in  an  open  wood,  on  the  right  side  of  the  rMd. 
jTftO      '^^^^  ^^  infantry  was  drawn  up  in  one  line^  and,  aiee«d- 
*'*        ing  to  Tarieton's  aeeount,  they  reeeived  orders  to  re- 
tain their  fire^  till  the  Britisb  dragoons  werequiie  eioseii — ^If 
so.  the  suddenness  of  the  assault  must  have  rendered  ini|me- 
tieaUe  the  more  effieient  plan  of  a  snoeesMve  fire  by  |ria- 
toons  or  divisions^  eommeneed  at  a  proper  di stance,  aisd  vi- 
goroudy  maintained.    T%e  British  leader  more  jastlj  aai- 
.    madver^s  on  Buford^  for  not  having  placed  his  waggoss  in 
tife  front  and  rear  of  his  corps.    As  the  road  was  lined 
with  woods  on  each  side,  this  woold  have  efieetaaUy  bro- 
ken the  attack  of  the  British  Cavalry ;  and  it  is  even  pro- 
bable that  no  attack  would  have  been  ommIc.    The  milkji- 
ty  annals  both  of  ancient  and  modern^  times  afford  pandlel 
instances  not  only  of  protection^  but  of  galling  aanoyanec 
,  to  the  foe^  derived  from  such  a  disposition.    But  if  tJie 

American  Commander  was  chargeable  witli  an  error  of  IIm 
judgment*  Tarleton  was  guilty  ^  an  unpardonable  erime 
— cruelty  to  an  unresistittg  enemy.  Attacking  the  Ame- 
ricMiSy  in  both  flanks  with  dismoimted  troops,  and  in  froot 
with  cavah-y,  he  instantly  created  confusion  and  disou^. 
'  A  few  of  Buford's  men  firdi ;  the  rest  lay  tlown  their  amsy 
and  begged  for  quarter.  No  quu*t^  was  given.  One  bun* 
dred  and  thirty  Ajnerieans  were  killed  on  the  qmt  $  one 
hundred  and  fifty  so  barbarously  mangled  that  the  san- 
guinary foe  was  obliged  to  parole  them  on  the  grooad. 
Few  of  these  survived.  Fifty  three  prisoners^  stiil  capa- 
ble of  being  moved^  accompanied  the  victor  to  Camden. 
Two  pieces  of  ordnancCf  several  waggons,  and  other  objcota^ 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British.  Boford,  a  few  horsemen^ 
and  about  one  hundred  advanced  infantry  found  safe^  in 
flight. — Besentment  was  in  their  hearts ;  they  swore  to 
revenge  tlieir  mangled,  butchered  comrades ;  and  commu- 
nicated far  and  wide  the  spirit  which  animated  thar  own 
bosoms  against  the  ruthless  legion,  and  its  bleod*thsrsty 
leader.  ^  In  the  annals  of  our  Indian  wars  [says  Henry 
liCe,  the  same  distinguisbed  officer  whom  we  hwfm  lately 
seen  at  PowIe*s  Hook,  and  who  was  afterwards  more  tbtii 
once  opposed  in  battle  to  the  ferocious  Tarleton»  to  whom 
he  did  not  yield  in  enterprize,  activity  and  courage^  while 
he  surjNissed  him  in  a  virtue  which  he  always  cberidied,  e- 
ven  amidst  the  irritations  of  the  time— humanity]  nothing 
is  to  be  found  more  shodiing  than  the  barbarity  exercised 


•  Henry  Lee  alone  makes  Buford  propose  the  terms,  and  Tarieton  reject 
them.  As  Tarleton  has  given  both  the  summons,  and  Bulbrd's  negatire 
letter,  and  as  all  historians  concur  with  Mm,  we  have  followed  the  (reneral 
belief.    The  other  ftct  would  considerably  ags;rav»U  Tarleton's  barbari^. 
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9m  BiAid's  mai :    ud  tlit  bloody  day  only  wanted  tbe   CHAP, 
vrar  danee  and  the  roastmg  fire  to  have  jdaced  it  first  in     XYL 

the  iie<)ords  of  torture  and  of  death  in  the  West/'    From  

British  hiscorians  themseives^  the  pre-eminent  ferooity  of  ^bssbssv 
ihe  legion  hat  extorted  steni  eensure.    «  In  the  vietory  o-      .  ^g^ 
Ter  Bufordy  says  Stedman,  humanity  wa»  totally  forgot." 
Lord  Comwallis  probably  thought  differently ;  for,  in  his 
•flieud  report,  he  bestowed  on  lieutenant  Colonel  Tarle- 
ton  the  bluest  eneomiums,  and,  in  a  special  manner  re- 
eommanded  him  to  royal  favour*     Tarleton  aspired  to 
everlnstiiBg  fame :  he  has  acquired  it.    Long  shall  his  name 
be  renieinbeTed,  and  exeerated,  wherever  humanity  dwells. 
In  Virginia  there  still  eiists,"*^  to  our  ki^owledge,  a  living 
nauMuiment  of  his  barbarity,  a  poor,  mangled,  disfigured, 
eld  soldier,  of  Buford's  party,  who  was  left  for  dead  on  the 
goary  field ;  he  artlessly,  but  feelingly  tells  the  tale  of  hor- 
ror $  the  rising  generation  nursed  in  the  lap  of  peace,  iono- 
cenee  and  security,  listen  to  him  with  commingled  asto- 
msfament,  sympathy  and  doubt ;  they  could  not  belfeye  the  , 
shocking  details  of  the  aged  narrator,  did  not  his  mutilated         ^ 
frame  aver  their  truth,  and  history  confirm  this  sad  evi- 
dence.    In  the  mean  while«  the  horrid  fact  sinks  deep  into 
the  minds  of  our  children.  They  learn  what  British  warfare 
was,  and  may  still  be — ^They  learn  at  what  price  liberty  has 
been  purchased — and  must  perhaps  be  preserved.    The 
thouf^t  kindles  and  feeds  in  their  breasts  a  holy  indigna- 
tion ;  and  the  cruelties  practised  in  1780,  re-act,  even  at 
tliis  day,  against  their  perpetrators,  and  restore  that  equi- 
libriam  of  good  and  evil,  which  the  great  author  of  nature 
never  permits  long  to  be  disturbed ! 

The  Cloture  or  destruction  of  all  the  Continental  for- 
ces in  South  Carolina,  stifled  resistance  for  a  time.    Lias- 
situdoy  impotence,  and  want  of  concert,  prevented  exertion  ; 
a  sullen  calm  pervaded  Uie  country ;  in  short,  liberty  seem- 
ed to  have  expired. — ^At  first,  the  royfd  Commander  had,  by  ^ 
a  minatory  proclamation,  denounced  the  extremity  of  ven-  .     ^       ^ 
geance  against  such  inhabitants  as  should  oppose  in  arms 
the  restoration  of  the  British   Government.    Apparent 
elem^cy  suceeeded  these  threats.    On  the  first  of  June^  Measures  of 
Clinton  and  Ai^mthnot,  as  Commissioners  for  re-establish-  sir  Henry 
ing  tranquility  and  good  order,  oflTered  to  those  indjvidu-  Clinton,  af- 
als  who  should  return  to  their  idlegiance,  with  a  few  ex-  Jl^^^,^^^ 
eeptions  <^  a  full  and  free  pardon  for  their  past  treasonable  ^q, 
<<  oflfouces,  anda  re-instatement  in  the  possession  of  all  those 
'^  rights  and  immunities  which  they  heretofore  had  enjoy- 
^<  ed  under  a  free  Britirii  Govmrment,  exempt  from  tax- 
**  ation,  except  by  their  own  Legislatures.'^    Many  persons 
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obeyjed  thfe  oaOf  and  renewed  their  allegittee.    At  1 
fort,  Camdenf  and  Ninety  Six,  the  people  bnboitted  on  < 
dilion  that  thej  should  eqjoy  for  thenitelTeSy  and  thdr 
property  the  same  proteetioa  and  seeurity  as  Britidi  asb- 
jeets.    To  maintain  this  8iibmissi<m»  British  posts  w«re  es- 
tablished at  suitable  points.    Ekeept  on  tto  borders  of 
North  Carolina,  no  symptom  of  resistanee  now  manifested 
itself.    The  inhabitants  of  the  state  now  eonsisted  oftW9 
prominent  classes — the  Loyalists— and  those  who  toolL  their 
situation  to  be  that  of  neutrals^  or  prisoners  on  parole*    Tte 
latter  were  soon  awakened  from  4his  dream  of  fiumed 
neutraliry,  by  a  proelamation  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  de* 
elarine  «<  all  paroles  giyen  to  prisoners  not  taken  by  «a^ 
^<  pitidatton,  and  not  confined  at  the  time  of  the  surrender 
<<  of  Charleston,  to  be  null   and  void  after  the  leoth   ef 
<<  June ;  and  calling  upon  the  holders  of  such  pardes  to  va> 
^<  suaie  the  character  of  British  subjects,  and  to  take  an 
«  activejiiu'tin  forwarding  military  operations,  under  pain 
<<  of  bcdk  considered  and  treated  as  rebels  against  his  Ma<» 
«*  jesty's  Govenment.**    The  impolicy  of  this  measure  ii 
obvious.    So  soon  as,  it  became  necessary  for  the  inbabi- 
tunts  to  take  the  tented  field,  and  submit  to  the  faardslaps 
ol'war.  either  for  Great  Britain,  or^or  their  native  coiuh 
trv«  their  choice  could  not  be  doublful.    In  the  unsupport- 
ed State  of  the  country,  threats  and  pitimises  might  indeed^ 
iaduee  some  to  join  the  British  standard.    But  let  an  A* 
merican  army  approach,  and  inspire  the  people  with  hopes 
of  protection^  independently  of  those  strong  partialiries 
which  are  closely  interwoven  by  nurture,  education,  and 
habit,  in  the   mysterious  web  of  human   affections,   and 
which  bind  all  men  to  the  place  of  (heir  birth,  the  mass  of 
the  South  Carolinians  would  be  actuated  by  keen  resent- 
meat  at  the  sudden  transition  from  assumed  lenity  to  a  de- 
mand of  bearing  arms  in  manifestation  of  their  loyalty^ 
or  being  exposed  to  a  confiscation  of  property,  and  per- 
sonal punishment  for  supposed  crimes  ;  in  the  dilemma, 
most  of  them  would  certainly  join,  even  at  *the  hazard  of 
their  possessions,  even  under  the  necessity  of  a  painful  avul- 
sion from  their  parents,  wives,  and  children,  those  sacred 
banners  on  wliich  were  inscribed  the  magic,    resistless 
words,»/or  owr  countrif  /and  which,  were  always  found  in 
the  path  of  honour  and  duty. — But  Clinton  knew  little  of 
the  human  heart ;  and  be  relied  much  on  tbo  ultima  ratio, 
the  cannon  and  the  bayonet.  *  Deluded  conqueror !  Infatua* 
ted  agent  ofastillmor^  infatuated  ministry! — ^Amidtbe 
threats,  the  terrors,  the  triumphs  of  violence,  the  will  of 
patriots  remains  unshaken :  while  yon  fondly  dream  of  des- 
troying, in  the  rough  grasp  of  tyranny,  the  elastidty  of  free 
minds,  you  only  increase  it  I^Having  thus  re>annexed,  as 
he  thpught.  South  Carolina,  as  well  as  Georgia,  to  the  Bri- 
tish empire^  Clinton,  informed  that  a  French  armament  of 
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ftree  was  daily  «xpeeted  in  die  Norths  em-    CHAP, 
/iiari&ed  tm  New  Toric,  earrying  witli  bim  at!  tiie  troops     XVL 

tiiat  eoald  be  sparedt  aod  delegating  to  Earl  Comwatiis  all 

Ida  oivil  and  military  powers,  with  an  inrjnnction  strictly  ==«=• 
to  maiaiian  the  suboiissioQ  of  the  yanqnishcd^  and  to  ear-      |^g0 
Tj  the  war  into  North  Carolina^  im[mediately  after  the  sul- 
try months.    For  this  double  purpose,  a  foree  i>f  albout     ^^l  ^' 
4^000  Hien  was  plaeed  under  the  eommand  of  the  Earl. 

The  necessity  of  organizing  a  temporary  Ooyemment,  Disposition 
called  Lord  Comwallis  to  Charleston*    In  his  absenee,  the  ^Comwal- 
main  body  of  the  army  stationed  at  Camden,  was  left  un- 
der  the  eomitiand  of  Lord  Rawdon.    Major  Me  Arthur  was 
advaaeed  to  Cheraw*hill  with  two  battalions  of  Highlan- 
dem.     His  beeame  the  task  to  preserve  the  eommunieati- 
on  between  Camden  and  Georgetown,  where  Capt.  Saun- 
ders was  stationed  with  a  body  of  Loyalists.    An  interme- 
diate post  was  also  established  at  Roefcy  Mount,  towards 
Ninety  Six.    The  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  was^  at  the 
same  time,  stimulated  by  every  possible  method,  and  lai^o 
Bumbers  swelled  the  British   ranks. — Aetive  emissaries 
were  sent  among  the  disaffeeted  in  North-Carolina ;  espe^ 
eially,  about  Cross-Creek,  a  part  of  the  State  ehiefly  in- 
habited by  emigrants  firom  the  Seoteh  Highlands,  or  their 
deseeadants.    We  have  already  stated^  when  relating  the 
prineipal  events  of  1776^  the  prejudiees  and  partialities  of 
this  deaeription  of  inhabitants  in  favour  of  the  royal  eause* 
Again  we  find  them  in  arms  against  the  liberties  of  the 
eountry  whieh  had  enrolled  them  among  ib  eitizcns.    Al- 
though Lord  Comwallis  had,  by  hisseoret  agents,  advised, 
them  to  remain  at  home,  attend  thdr  harvest,  and  oolleet       ; 
provisions,  until  the  royal  army  sliould  enter  North  Ca- 
rolina^ towards  the  beginning  of  Soptember^beeanse  to  rise  Movements 
prematurely,  and  fly  to  arms  without  propersupport,  would  S'^^a  ii*if 
be  pulling  down  eertain  ruin  on  their  heads,  yet  a  body  of  (^un^ 
them  coUeoted  under  a  Colonel   Moore,  and  prepared  for 
hostilities.     Rrigmdier  General  Rutherford  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, who  had  lately  compelled  the  British  to  evacuate 
an  advaneed  postat  the  Waxhaws«  hearing  of  Moore's  inten- 
tions, sent  a  detaehment  against  him,  under  the  eommand 
of  Colonel  Loeke.    The  patriots  were  wretchedly  armed,     June  32. 
and  ill  supplied  with  ammunition.     But  they  had  enter* 
priae,  fervor,  intrepidity.    Loeke  quiekly  routed  and  dis« 
peroed  the  assemblage  under  Moore.-*The  martial  spirit 
of  the  Seoteh  settlers  was  not  repressed  by  this  eheek ;  nor 
could  tliey  be  persuaded  to  reserve  themselves  for  the  fa* 
vourable  moment  of  the  approaoh  meditated  by  CornwalHt. 
Wound  up  to  the  utmost  impatience  by  their  inbred  ar- 
dour, tlieir  mistaken  loyalty,  and  perhaps,  tkeir  apprehensi- 
ons of  impending  chastisement  from  the  watchful  Rutlier- 
fbrdi  eight  hundred  of  them  embodied  under  a  Colonel  Bry- 
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mkf  and  made  good  flielr  way  to  Cheraw-UU,  where  MoAr^ 
thur  JoyfaHy  faailefl  their  arrival. 

On  the  first  of  Jane,  Colonel  FDrterAeld^  who  had  ad* 
yaneed  to  SalisbuiTr,  with  a  body  of  WO  Virgjona  Stmte 
troops,  hearing  of  Bnford's  disaster,  and  imaginiDg  that 
the  main  army  under  Comwailis  was  in  motion  towards 
North  Carolina,  retreated  from  that  Town,  and  erotsed  the 
Tadkin,  with  an  intention  to  return,  and  join  the  militiat 
if  they  should  discover  any  alacrity,  and  turn  out  in  aueh 
numbers  as  to  enable  him  to  prevent  the  ftarther  progress 
of  the  enemy  into  the  upper  parts  of  the  State.  Oovemor 
Butledge  was  then  at  Sahsbury,  endeavouring  to  rouse  tlie 
spirit  of  his  countrymen^  and  urging  succours  front  een* 

fress,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  a^  the  neighfooorii^ 
tates. 

I'he  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Jeflfer- 
son  to  the  Cammander  in  Chief,  dated  Ju^e  ilth,  presents 
an  accurate  view  of  the  State  of  things.  North  of  South 

Carolina : 

a***  #  «  #  «  *  «* 


«  ^      ^        ^  Our  intelligence  from  the  Soi^hward  is 

<*  most  lamentably  defective.  Though  Charleston  has  now 
<<  been  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  a  month,  we  hear  no- 
<'  thing  of  their  movements,  which  can  be  relied  upon; 
<<  Rumours  say  that  they  are  penetrating  Northward.  To 
«<  remedy  this  defect*  I  shall  immediately  establish  a  line 
^<  of  expresses  from  hence  to  the  neighbourhood  of  their 
^<  army,  and  send  thither  a  sensible,  judicious  person,  to 
^  give  us  information  of  their  movements.  Hiis  iotellK 
<<  gence,  will  1  hope,  be  conveyed  tons  at  the  rate  120  miles^ 
«<  in  the  24  hours.  They  set  out  to  their  stations  to-morrovr. 
«<  I  wish  it  were  possiple  that  a  like  speedy  line  of  comma* 
<*  nication  could  be  formed  from  hence  to  your  excellency'B 
*•  head-quarters.  Perfect  and  speedy  information  of  what 
<*  is  passing  in  the  South.,  might  put  it  in  your  power  per* 
<«  h^ps  to  Frame  your  measures  by  theirs.  There  i$  re- 
<^  ally  nolhing  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  enemy  North- 
^f  ward,  but  the  cautious  principle  of  the  'military  art. 
«<  North  Carolina  is  without  arms.  We  do  not  abound. 
*f  Those  we  have  are  freely  imparted  to  them  ;  but  such  is 
*«  the  State  of  < heir  resources  that  they  have  not  been  able 
<^  tomoveasingte  musket  from  this  State  to  theirs.  All 
<«  the  Waggons  we  can  collect  here,  have  been  furnished  to 
^<  the  Baron  De  KaJb.  and  are  assembled  for  the  march  of 
*<  2,500  men  under  General  Stevens,  of  Culpepper,  who 
'<  wiH  move  on  the  i9th  instant.  I  have  written  to  Con- 
*'  l^ress  to  hasten  supplies  of  arms  and  military  stores  for 
*«  the  Southern  States,  and  particularly  to  aid  us  i^itli  car- 
**  tridge  paper  and  lioxes,  the  want  of  which  articles,  small 
<<  as  they  are,  renders  our  stores  useless.    The  want  of 
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sat 


'^  mott4Bjeiiiinps  every  eflbK.  Tkb  wlU  be  iniflkd  by 
«<  the  most  unpalatable  of  all  substituies,  foree.  \  puff  ex- 
''  eelletoej  will  readily  eooeeive  that,  after  the  loss  of  one 
<^  Mrmj9  onr  eyes  arie  turned  towards  the  other»  wd  that  we 
**  oomfort  ourselves  with  the  hope  that,  if  any  ^ids  ean  be 
'<  famished  by  you^  without  defeating  the  operatioas  more 
«<  benefteial  to  the  union,  they  wlU  be  furnished.  At  the 
^'  same  time,  1  am  happy  to  find  that  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
**  pie  go  no  further,  as  far  as  I  have  sm  opportunity  of 
«<  learning  their  sentiments*  Could  arms  be  furnished,  I 
^  thinic  this  State  and  iNorth  Carolina  would  embody  from 
*^  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  militia  imme^tely,  and  more, 
'<  if  necessary.  The  foUowing  is  the  State  of  Uie  foree  in, 
<<  and  dbout  to  be  in,  motion: 

"Col.  Buford*s*  regulars  (of  Scott's  and  1  .  ^^ 

Woodford's  men)  J  400, 

Colonel  Porterfield's  Do.  of  Tir^nia  State  troops  500, 
Colonel  Armahd's  horse        ....        loo, 
.  The  remains  of  White's  and  Washing- 1  ^^ 

•<^         ton's,  as  is  said,  about  J  ^""^ 

The  Maryland  &  Delaware  troops  &  Artillery,  1,900, 
Yir^nia  Militia  ...  .  .  %500t 
N.  Carolina  Militia,  under  Caswell  in  the  fi^  -  400, 
^Do.  embodying,  if  they  can  be  armed,  ...  4000, 
'<  I  hope  ere  long  to  be  able  to  give  yon  a  more  .certain 
'<  State  of  the  enemy's  as  well  as  our  situation." 

Major  Harlstone,  and  other  persons,  sent  by  Governor 
Rotledge  to  Congress  and  the  intermediate  States,  to  re- 
present the  deplorable  situation  of  the  South,  and  solicit 
prompt  succours,  had  not  made  a  fruitless  appeal — ^Thi 
Maryland  and  Delaware  troops  under  Baron  De  Kalb,  had 
been  ordered  to  march  from  General  Washington's  head 
quarters,  long  before  the  surrender  of  Charleston.    Want 
of  proper  accoutrements  and  provisions,  delayed  their  de- 
parture.   At  length,  however  they  took  their  route  through 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  embarked  at  the  head  of  £ik,  and 
soon  after  landed  at  Petersburg.    From  that  plaee  they 
proceeded*  through  the  country,  towards  South  Carolina. 
Congress  recommended  it  to  Virginia  to  raise  5,000  mili«- 
tia  to  join  the  Soufli^m  army,  including  2,500,  voted  by 
the  General  Assembly  for  that  service.    A  similar  recom* 
mendation  was  pressed  on  North  Carolina.    The  eyes  of 
the  people  were  fully  opened  to  their  danger ;  and  we  find 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  adopting,  at  their  spring   ses- 
sion, vigorous  measures,  to  assist  in  re-creating  the  South- 
ern army.    The  Executive  were  authorized  to  call  into  the 
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Baron  De 
Kalb  U  sent 
totheSouth 


March  36. 


April  16. 


Proceed* 
inp  of  the 
Vir^nia 
L^islature. 

Mays. 


•  Mp.  JeflTerson  had  not  yet  been  informed  of  Rnford's  defeat.  Howerer, 
before  he  dlspatehetl  this  letter  to  <5eneral  Washington,  he  received  a 
letter  fpoito  Governor  Rutledge,  stath^  that  unfortunate,  event,  and  the  re- 
treat of  Porterficld  from  Salisburv.  He  enclosed  an  extractof  it  to  Gene- 
ral Washington.   *  '  '     '  ' 
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CHBLAP.    field  lai^  nmnbersof  militia^  and  to  rake  IrmfB  of  eavit- 
XYL      I7»  fi»r  re-orgaoiziog  thci  regiments  of  horse,  which,  after 
th^r  disasters  in  the  3outb»  hadj*etiredto  Yirgioia,  bro- 
mmmmaBm   ken»  biit  bvojed  up  by  oaabated  patriotism,  and  eager  ho^ 
of  exemplary  vengeance.    The  Sate  quota  of  ContineMUd 
1780      troops,  also  engaged  the  anxious  attention  4^  the  General 
Assembly.    For  the  purpose  of  eompledng  it^   5,000  mea 
were  ordered  to  be  draughted  from  the  mfliUa,  who  were 
to  furnish  one  out  of  every  fifteen  men,  to  serve  till  the  last 
of  December,  1780.    With  renewed  danger,  the  public  en- 
«rgy  seemed  to  revive.    More  rigorous  pemdties  were  de^ 
Bounced  against  desertion.    To  repress  the  manceuvresof 
the  secret  emissaries  of  Great  Pritain,  and  the  eiibrtsof 
the  disaffected  in  their  various  shapes,  heavy  fines  and  im- 
prisonment were  assigned  as  the  penalties  <tf  seditious  wri- 
ting and  preaching — and  other  practices  tending  to  dissuade 
the  people  from  ^ralisting  under  the  banners  of  their  coun- 
try— and  to  induce  them  passively  to  submit  to  an  inva- 
ding foe.    The  Governor  was  empowered  to  impress  pro- 
visions and  other  articles,  for  the  service  i^the  country; 
and  likewise  to  lay  an  embargo  in  the  ports  of  the  Coii- 
monwealth,  whenever  expedient.    The  organzation  of  the 
Boards  of  war  and  of  trade,  being  found  too  complex  for 
the  activity  and  ui^ency  of  the  times,  a  Commissioner  of 
the  navy,  a  Commissioner  of  War,  and  a  Com  mej^cial  Agents 
were  substituted  in  their  stead,  with  appropriate  pomer« 
The  Ckivemor  was  directed  to  invigorate  the  laboratory  for 
the  manufacture  of  arms,  which  had,  of  late,  becvi  laa- 
gui^ing ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  provide  proper  maga- 
zines for  warlike  stores.    The  resource  of  paper  emissiooa 
was  again  recurred  to,  from  absolute  necessity ;  and  new 
taxes  devised. 

Should  the  Slate  be  invaded,  20,000  militia  were  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive.  The  Governor  was  fur- 
ther authorized  to  confine,  or  remove,  all  persons  suspected 
of  disaffection ;  and  to  subject  to  martial  law  individuals 
acting  as  spies,  or  guides,  to  the  enemy*  or  in  any  manner^ 
aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  them — or  disseminaiiiig 
among  the  militia  the  seeds  of  discontent,  mutiny,  and  re- 
volt. If  to  these  measures,  we  add  an  act  for  permittiag 
the  citizens  of  Georgia  and  South* Carolina,  who  ratber 
than  submit  to  the  returning  power  of  Britain  had  fled  from 
their  homes,  to  bring  their  slaves  into  tht'  State  of  Virgi* 
nia.  and  leave  them  in  it,  until  one  year  after  the  expulsion 
of  the  common  enemy,  or  the  restoration  of  their  respeo- 
'  tive  States,  and  another  act  for  suspending  the  payment 
of  British  debts  into  the  treasury,  we  sbaTl  have  embra- 
ced nearly  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  during 
the  present  session,  the  first  held  at  Richmond. — The  pa- 
triotic flame,  which,  as  ^vill  be  seen  in  the  sequel,  had  jnst 
blazed  in  the  North,  and  produced  liberal  offerings  at  the 
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ther  plaees,  extended  to  Yirghiia. — ^A  few  instanees  onlj     XYL 

have  been  ppeiepTod,?»  of  the  emulous  zeal  whfoh  anima-  

ted  iier   p^triotie   daughters  in  tke  present  crisis.    Al-  ^Btmmmm 
though  national  armies  are  not  to  be  supported  by  fdun- 
tary  and  partial  donations,  yet,  as  sueh  fkets  furmsh  a  cor-      ^^^ 
reef  thermometer  of  the  publie  sentiment  and  s^rit,  at  a-  P^tnotim 
ny  given  ep^ieh,  history  must  not  suffer  them  to  be  lost.  **f  ^*  ^f^ 

Whilst  Virginia  thus  anxiously  turned  her  eyes  to  the  |^^ 
Souths  she  did  not  lose  sight  of  Gen.  Washington's  army,  . 
thea  also  labouring  under  the  most  alarming   diffleulti(»« 
^  i  have.  Governor  Jefferson  wrote  to  the  Commander  in 
^  Gbief 9  on  the  3rd  of  July,  witli  great  pain  pereeiVed  your 
<<  situation  :  and  the  more  so,  as  being  situated  between  two 
<<  lires,  a  division  of  sentiment  has  arisen,  both  in  Congress 
^  and  here,  to  which  the  resources  of  this  country  sliould 
<<  be  sent.    Xhe  removal  of  General  Clinton  to  the  North«> 
<*  ward,  must  of  course,  have  great  influence  on  the  deter* 
^  mination  of  this  question  :  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  eon- 
^  sidei*able  aids  may   be  drawn  hence  for  your  army,  un« 
<'  less  a  larger  one  should  be  embodied  in  the  South,  than 
^^  the  force  of  the  enemy  there  seem  to  call  for.'' 

General  Gates  had  lately  been  appointed  to  the  com-  Gates  is  j^ 
mand  of  the  Southern  department.    In  his  zeal  and  abili-  Rioted  to 
ties.  Congress  reposed  unbounded  confidence.     On  the  20th  nJ^S^cf  the 
of  June  he  received  the  official  notification  of  his  appoint-  Southern 
meni:  and  with  eheerful  promptitude,  obeyedthe  call  of  his  defMitment 
country.     From  his  farm  in  Burkely  County,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  where  he  then  was,  he  immediately  informed        ^ 
the  President  of  Congress  of^  his  readiness  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  assigned  to  Um.    <<  The  field  is  new,  he  observed^ 
and  eireumstances  untoward ;  but  I  will  do  my  utmost  to 
save,  and  most  effectually  to  serve  the  Creneral  interest  in 
the  South.  The  powers  given  me  seem  as  extensive  as  the 
field  is  wide ;  and  I  will  believe  that  the  generosity  of  Con- 
gress will  be,  at  least,  equal  to  their  confidence.    1  ask  no 
sort  of  indulgence  for  the  errors  of  the  heart ;  for  those  of 
the  head  alone,  I  cicpect  their  comtmssion."    Crates  seems 
to  have  then  bad  a  secret  presentiment  of  the  disaster 
which  was  soon  to  cloud  his  fame. — ^At  the  beginning  of  Ju- 
ly, we  find  him  in  Fredericksburg,  on  his  way  to  the  in- 
tended seene  of  action.    From  this  place,  he  communica- 
ted to  Ghovernor  Nash  of  North  Carolina,  information  of 
his  appointment,  and  of  his  objeots;    He  called  on  the  Con- 
tinental Pay  Master  General,  who  had  not  been  ntade  pri- 
soner in  Charleston,  to  join  him  with  all  the  warrants  and 
publie  monies  in  his  possession.    To  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, he  ^so  wrote,  acquainting  him  with  the  cheerful 


*  See;  Appendiat, 
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CHAP.  ajD^tuetoenee  of  Oaieral  WeadoOt  aad  CoUnmI  Mdinst  in 
JLYl*  obeying  the  eommands  of  Congress.  *^  Colonel  Btorjpui, 
ff  boweyerf  Guleg  remarks*  requests  me  to  represent  toyevr 
mm^^^»  a  ExceJleney  that  the  State  of  Tirginia  have  appointed 
1780  i<  some  junior  officer  to  himself,  Brigadier  General,  who 
f*  will  tal^e  eommand  of  him,  should  he  enter  the  field  in 
<^  bift  present  rank*  This  not  only  is  a  galling  eireum* 
*  ^<  stanoe  to  so  old  and  deserving  an  officer,  but  must  im- 
«^  pede,  and  possibly  entirely  defeat  my  intention  in  plaeing 
^  Colonel  Morgan  at  the  head  of  a  select  corps,  from  whose 
M  seryice  I  expect  the  most  brilliant  success.  Therefore, 
^  I  humbly  entreat  your  Excellency  will  moTC  Congr^s 
^*  to  order  a  commission  to  issue  immediately,  aj^inting 
<<  Colonel  Moi^an  a  Brigadier  General.  I  am  confident 
<<  the  rank,  the  services,  and  the  experience  of  Coload 
'^  Morgan,  will  prevent  any  officer  from  thinking  himself 
<*  achieved  by  his  promotion.  I  shall  impatiently  expeet 
<^  the  arrival  of  the  commission,  as  I  wish  the  service  in 
<^  which  I  mean  to  employ  Colonel  Morgan  inay  meet  with 
^rthe  least  possible  delay.''*  Colonel  Morgan  was,  in 
consequence  of  this  request,  and  of  his  eminent  servieei^ 
raised  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General  by  brevet.  Urn* 
fortuiuitely,  he  did  not  reach  Carolina  in  time  to  take  a 
part  in  the  battle  of  Camden,  where  his  skill  and  courage 
could  not  have  failed  of  being  advantageously  felt. 

Prom  Fredericksburg,  also.  Gates  addressed  to  Uocols 
the  following  letter,  calculated  to  sooth  the  ulcerated  fed- 
ings  of  the  vanquished  and  captive  Grbderal,  and  de^j 
expresMve  of  heroic  sympathy : 

Frepericksburg,  July  4,.  1780. 
^<  Btar  LincolUf 

<<  The  series  of  misfortunes  you  have  ex- 
^<  perienced  since  you  were  doomed  to  the  command  of  tko 
^*  Southern  army,  has  affis^cted  me  exceedingly.  I  feel  for 
<^  you  most  sensibly*  I  feel  for  myself,  who  amto  sue- 
^<oeed — to  what?  The  command  of  an  army  without 
^'  strength<^a  military  chest  without  money — a  dc^parl- 
^<  ment  apparently  deficient  in  public  spirit — and  a  climate 
^^  that  increases  despondency,  instead  of  animating  the  sol- 
^^  dier^s  arm — I  wish  to  save  the  Southern  States — 1  wish 
*•  to  recover  the  Territories  we  hare  lost*  I  wish  to  re- 
<<  store  you  to  your  command,  and  to  reinstate  you  in  that 
<<  dignity  to  which  your  virtues  and  your  perseverance  have 
<^  so  justly  entitled  you.  With  me  you  have  experienced 
^  that  the  battle  is  not  always  to  the  strong — poor  Bur- 
**  goyne,  in  the  pride  of  victory,  vww  overthrown*  Could' 
**  tke  enemies  who  triumph  over  you,  meet  with  the  like 

•  If  Gates  had  before  been  unjrrateAil  to  Morg^an,  he  dow  atoned  for  h» 
former  error.    Sec  JLee'a  Memoirs^Vol.  I.  Appeodlx^FJi^  3^ 
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<^  di8graee>  I  should  Jbe  eontent  to  die  in  peace,  so  might    CHAP. 

<^  Ameriea  be  free  and  independent — and  its  future  happi-     XYJ* 

^  nessy  under  God,  rest  solely  upon  itself!  You  will  oblige  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

**  me  very  much  by  communicating  imy  hint  op  informa-  ==■=» 

'<  tion  which  you  think  will  be  useful  to  me  in  my  situation.      ^^^^ 

^  Tou  know  I  am  not  above  advice,  especially,  when  it 

^  eomes  from  a  good  head,  and  sincere  heart.    Such  I 

**  have  always  found  yours  to  be,  and  as  such  shall  always 

'^  venerate  and  esteem  both.    I  mean  not  by  this  to  nrge 

<<  you  to  divulge  matters,  tbe  obligation  of  your  parole  of 

«<  honour  commands  you  to  conceal.    I  only  ask  you  for 

^*  the  knowledge  you  have  acquired  of  the  carte  du^pays-^ 

<<  the  Whip  and  Tories  of  the  Southern  States,  and  how 

^  you  would  advise  me  to  conduct  myself  in  regard  to  all 

^*  those — of  the  enemy  I  must  judge  from  what  I  see,  and 

"  what  I  will,  by  every  means,  endeavour  to  know.'^ 

At  Richmond,  the  new  Metropolis  of  Virginia,  Ceneral  His  embar- 
Gates  found  warlike  measures  yet  in  a  state  of  embryo.  By  »»•««»*»• 
the  Governor,  he  was  taught  to  look  forward  to  much  dif* 
fieulty  and  a  perplexed  department.      There  was  zeal  e* 
very  where;  but  physical  obstacles  cannot  immediately  be 
removed  by  zeal.    A  want  of  arms,  and  of  means  of  trans- 
portation, was  severely  felt     Of  the  laboratory,  the  out* 
nnes  only  were  yet  in  existence;  a  vessel  comipg  down  the 
Bilgr  with  about  three  thousand  stand  of  arms  for  the  use 
ofihe  new  army*  was  driven  by  the  enemy's  privateers  in- 
to  in^comieo,  and  much  time  was  wasted  in  endeavours  to 
have  ^hese  arms  forwarded,  either  by  land  or  by  water*.    .  *  -^ 
Materials  for  tents  could  be  procured  only  in  small  quanti^      ^ 
ties  ;  and  such  was  the  scarcity  of  waggons  that  the  Execu* 
tive  were  compelled  to  restrain  their  supplies  to  medicines^ 
clothing  and  spirits.    Salt  meat  was  added,  but  in  insuffi- 
eient  quantities.  When,  therefore.  Gates  arrived  at  Hills- 
borough, the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  troops  that  were 
not  yet  with  JBaron  de  Kalb,  be  fonnd  there  such  k  scene 
of  multiplied  and  increasing  wants,  as,  in  the  course  of  a 
long  and  critical  service  had  never  hitherto'fallen  to  his  lot« 
Baron  de  Kalb  who  had  advanced  to  Deep-River,  sufl^red  . 
the  utmost  distress  from  want  of  bread  and  animal  food. 
The  whole  army,  without  distinction,  were  at  interval^ 
obliged  to  feed  on  such  green  vegetables  and  fruit,  as  they  / 

could  procure.  The  scarcity  of  the  crops  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  the  disaffection  of  many  of  the  inhabitants,  had 
combined  to  produce  this  deplorable  effect.  The  transpor- 
tation of  flour  from  Yireinia  had  been  deemed  as  unneces- 
sary! ^  i^  would  have  been  expensive  and  tedious,  assur- 
ances of  plentiful  supplies  of  that  article  having  Ik^en  giv^n 
by  NorthCaroUna.  Gates  dispatched  General  Huger  to 
^vernorsNash  and  Jefferson,  solicitiag  immediate  relief. 

sC 
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CHAP.    Seaaible  ako  cff  ike  iniNMrtaiiee  of  tsavalry^*  ke  m^^ei^  Clie 
XVL 

^^^^^^^  ^  General  Henry  Lee,  in  hk  Memoirs  of  the  War  in  the  SouQiern  Dc- 
AifQA  pwtment,  (Jiarges  Gatcg  with  paying  no  attention  to  the  requeat  of  While 
1/80  mid  Wasliinffton,  to  aid  their  enbrts  in  recruiting,  in  N.  Carolina,  their 
regiments  of  cavalry,  (page  160,  vol^  1.)  and  ascribes  the  disaster  at  Cam- 
Ami  to  hia  ne^ect  of  cavalr)'.  (page  193.)  We  have  before  us  copicB  of 
the  whole  ofhcial  correspondence  of  General  Gates,  durinr  hia  Soulhexa 
command.  ,To  this  correspondence  we  recur  in  relation  to  tne  chaz^  thus 
added  to  the  load  of  censure,  which  has  been  accumulated  on  tlie  head  of 
the  unfortunate  General  On  the  20th  of  July,  17B0,  Gates  writes  to  Wkite 
ftom  Hillsborough. 

"  By  this  time  the  issue  of  your  application  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil of  \lrginia,  must  be  determined,  1  hope  favourably  to  your  wishes  and 
mine,  /hok  vp  to  the  cavalry  for  mdny  «wn«ce»,  in  a  campaign  which  from 
our  domestic  niam^ment,  as  well  lU  the  support  ol  energetic  c^erationf 
of  tlie  enemy,  must  be  a  campaign  of  much  liiizard,  and  some  enterprize 
on  our  part.  ^ 

He  then  repeats  tl*e  orders  given  to  White,  in  Richmond,  viz.  to  arm 
the  detachment  Utely  at  Petersburg,  and  march  the  whole  to  UalLfiLX— > 
leave  an  officer  to  stimulate  tlie  Stale  Ageiits,  &c. — to  moimt  at  Hali£a 
such  number  of  botli  rej^iments  as  tlie  horses  and  accoutrements  will  per- 
mit, tnd  proceed  inmeiUately  to  Head-Quarters.  He  adds,  « if  you  cannet 
be  provided  with  arms  at  Hichmond,  some  stqw  shall  be  taken  to  faaewidL 
you  here.** 

In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  tlie  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia,  written 

from  Hillsborough,  also  July  20tli — Gates  says:  **  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a 

letter  to  Col.  Wliite,  at  Hah'tUx.    1  desire  the  Board  of  War  will,  if  poati* 

,         hie,  leave  the  cavahy  under  his  command  -wUhfmt  a  pretence  for  not  rouicB* 

ing  to  camp." 

m  a  letter  to  Governor  Jefferson  (Hillsborough,  July  22,^  he  ohserres : 
"  I  am  happy  to  find  by  your  Excellency's  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe^  tfagt 
the  two  regiments  of  cavalry  are  in  a  way  to  pusli  for  camp.  1  beseech 
J  our  Excellency  to  continue  to  leave  tliese  corps  without  a  reason  for  not 
joining  the  Southern  ai-myvs  soon  as  their  zeal  for  the  public  service  will 
|nx)mpt  them  to  tlo  it'*  He  also  urges  Major  Lee's  infantry.  Bi  a  iettcr 
to  White,  camp,  eighteen  miles  West  of  Pedee  river,  August  4,  be  aa^  ; 

•*  111  consecjuence  of  your  mfbrming  me  that,  if  the  caviUry  are  called  in- 
to the  field  in  their  present  situaiion,  notliing  but  their  nan  can  ensue,  1 
wm  induced  to  withdraw  nly  last  order  to  you  from  H.  Quarters;  sod  to  de- 
aire  you  will  not  lose  an  instant  after  they  are  equipped  fbr  service,  in 
.    marching  the  first  and  third  regiments  of  light  dragoons  to  this  army." 

AfXer  the  disaster  at  Camden,  Gates  agam  writes  to  White  (Hillsbo- 
rough, Sept  19,)  to  press  the  march  of  the  Continental  and  Slate  cavaliy  to 
the  Ford  on  the  Yadkin. 

flCj*  August  4,  Governor  Jefi'erson  writes,  in  answer  to  Gates'  letitr  of 
JuW^22.— •«We  have  orderetl  243  horses  tc  be  purcliased  for  Colonels 
White  and  Washington— Col.  Finnic  informs  me  tliat  Major  Lee's  in&titry 
has  been  sent  back  by  special  orders." — 9ept  o.  Gates  writes  to  General 
Washington--"  White's,  Washington's  and  Nelson's  cavalry  are  not  yet 
thorougtily  equipped,  from  which  it  abundantly  appears  :  Ist.Tliat  it  was 
not  in  N.  Carolina,  but  in  Virginia,  that  White  and  Washington  were  re- 
cruituig  their  eorps—Snd.  That  for  from  siig^hting  tlie  aid  of  cavaliy,  and 
tlie  request  of  White  and  Washington,  General  Gates  duly  appreciate  the 
V  importance  of  that  species  of  force,  and  anxiously  solicit«l  horses  and  ac- 

coutrements for  the  corps  in  question — urging  their  march  in  the  most 
pressing  terms. 

CCy  It  appears  that  White  was  put  under*  arreat,  for  Gates  writes  to  hia. 
Sept  25 — "Tne  General  Court-Martial,  which  set  tliis  morning  in  Camp, 
havinjr  ordered  your  aiTest  to  be  superseded,  you  will  proceed  immediate- 
ly  to  Hawkin's,  and  Uke  the  Command  of  the  Continental  and  State  ca. 
valry."  \ 

vV.  B.  Sept.  19,  (yatcs  gives  positive  orders  to  AVhite  to  march  to  Ilillst 
borougli  witliout  delay,  tliere  to  receive  further  orders.  The  arrest  was\ 
probably  hi  consequence  of  delay,  but  we  cannot  precisely  tell.  i 
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Oovmmor  af  Tirgirin, ,  And  evcfn  the  Cmtfaieiital  BMrd  rf 
*War  «t  ^PMiadetpbia,  to  remoont  the  remains  of  ¥7 hke^ 
and  Washington's  broken  eorps,  hoti'  hi  Petersburg,  for  the 
purpose  of  reomiting.  White  hinnself  yfho  was  to  comiBand 
the  renovatHl  efirps,  inrasTrepefitedly  enjoined  to  use  all  po*.      ^^$0 
ftlMe  diligence  in  joining  the  Sonthem  armyy  as  soon  as 
horses   and  aeeoatreinents  should  be  procured.      Major 
•Ijee's  infantry  had  been  marolied  Southwardly,  but  were 
recalled  i>y  spcctail  orders.    Baron^  de  Kalb  had  in  vain  en- 
deavoored  to  keep  Buford's  remains  under  his  bai|ners«-^ 
Destitute  of  arms  and  elotlsng,  th^  had  insisted  on  march- 
ing to  Virginia^  to  obfain  both.    Gates  now  pressed  theft* 
speedy  return,  and  likewise  the  march  of  Davies%  Brents 
fuid  Gibson's  men.     On  the  4th  of  August,  Govenwr  Jef- 
ferson informed  Gates  that  due  attention  had  been  paid  to 
these  different  obj^^ets.     On  the  Ifitb  of  August,  General 
Miihienburg,  who  Ivad  been  left  in  Virginia  to  superintend 
the  recruiting  service,  and  made  Riehmond  his  H.  ttuftt- 
'ters,  was  ready  to  set  into  motion  five  hundred  regulars, 
now  fully  equipp^  for  their  march.    Mr.  Samuel  licwis, 
-who,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  winter,  had  been  seitt 
•to  N.  Carolina  to  purchase  beeves  for  the  prisoners  at  Char- 
lottesville, was  directed  to  furnish  Grates  with  such  -as  he 
might  require,  and  to  discontinue  further  purchases  in  thtft 
fpiartei',  as  the  American  army  must  now  absorb  the  ro- 
•sources  of  the  adjacent  country.    In  short,  no  attention, 
no  expene&  was  spal-ed,  to  forward  to  the  Southern  Army, 
every  support  for  which  means  of  transportation  eouid  bo 
procured,  or  to  contribute,  by  any  attainable  method,  to   ' 
^he  siieeess  of  its  operations.    TVhile  Gates  was  thus  presa- 
it^  the  resources  of  Virginia  to  his  aid,  he  made  a  rimilar  . 
appeal  to  the  State  of  North- Carolina — culling  on  the  Go- 
vernor to  furnish  him  with  tents,  flour,  and  other  provi- 
sions, and  on  Gettei''al  Caswell  to  prepare  for  a  speedy  juno- 
tion  of  the  force  under  him  and  Hutherford,  with  the  main 
army.    General  Huger  had  been  dispatched  on  the  19th  of 
Jidy,  to  the  Executive  of  North -Carolina ;  and  on  the  Sfd 
of  August,  Gates  bitterly  complained  of  having  received  no 
answer.    De^eturing  the  distressed  situation  of  his  army 
in  the  roost  dismal  colours,  and  adjuring  the  Governor  to 
forward  sup|dies,  he  emphatically  adds :  <<  Depend  not,  sir, 
upon  commissaries;  tliey  will  deceive  you.     Depend  only 
upon  honest  men,  of  sound  Whig  principles,  and  whose 
souls  are  superior  to  sortlid  gain.*'    When  G4tes  wrote 
thus,  he  was  oa  the  West  side  of  tite  Pedce,  near  Mark's 
Ferry.    After  making  at  Hillsborough  what  preparations 
eireumstanoes  allowed,  he  issued  orders  to  Gen.  StevcnSf 
who,on  account  of  his  bravery,  firmness,  and  the  experience 
Acquired  during  two  campaigns  under  General  Washington,  ^*^^'"' 
had  been  entinisted  with  the  command  of  the  Virginia  mill-  * 

tia,  to  march  to  Coxe'sMillsi  and  tbcnee  to  the  grand    July  35, 


9M  mtrroscr  of   ' 

CHAI^    eMspoftheSMtlMiiafii^.  He  hittmlf joined  i^  ] 
XVL     Ferdt  oe  Deep*Riyer,  Bereft  de  Kalb,  bf  whom  he  wm 

veeeifed  wkh  joy  eed  rMpeet*  aed  to  whom  he  ihewed  the 

^"""^^  BMBt  pomted  eemidenitioii^-^entreatiiig.  hkn  to  releUi  the 
1780      •miiimmhI  of  his  diviiioD,  es  bofore  ki  the  Gfeod  mraqr...^ 
Two  modes  of  adtanee  new  presented  tbeoBsetTest  e%uUy 
kediegy  but  net  with.eqpuil  premptitudet  into  the  eeannj 
possmed  hj  the  enemy-    One  reed,  wirieh  De  Kelh  hmk 
been  ndf  ised  to  tahe«  lay  to  the  right*  through  a  eewtry 
which  promised  to  furnish  tbe  army  with  aeeommedatieBa 
ami  provieiens,  hut  it  was  eircuitous,  asd  would  liara  re- 
tarded>  perimps,  prevented  the  desired  janetien  whh  €aa* 
Scmardict    wellf  now  eneamped  near  Colston's.    Gates,  besides^  wisk- 
lowudttfM  ed  to  eneowi^  ami  support  Ihespurit  of  the  militia  on  bath 
^^'^^'        sides  irf*  the  Pede^  and  oentemffl«led  the  sorprisemMl^mi* 
^aest  of  the  enemy  in  their  pest  at  Oeoif;e-Towii«  hjr 
meane  of  a  sti*ene  detaehment  under  Genend  Harriai;td»t 
whilst  he  himsetf  shmild,  with  the  main  army,  jHroeeed  tm^ 
words  Camden.    These  Tiews,  and  his  still  sanguiaelhaiMB 
of  aHpi'eaebiag  si^plies,  together  with  his  impatieaee  te 
strike  a  beld»  energetie^  and  de^slipe  blow,  deterwine< 
him  to  mareh  by  the  most  direct  road,  whieh  led  ttnoi^gls 
a  eonntry  of  pme  barren^  sand  hills,  and  swamps ;  and  to 
tbe  diffieulties  of  whieh  must  be  added^  the  baneful  ellbatt 
of  tbe  hottest  and  most  unwhelesonie  season  of  the  year.*-« 
We  traee  his  route  from  Cexe's  Mills,  by  Spink's,  Cottms^St 
Kimber^High's,  Mask's  Ferry,  Little  Blaek  Creek.  Andorr 
eea'b  Cross  Road,  and  Lyneh's  Creek,  to  Bugeley's  MHle» 
or  Clennont,  which  he  reached  on  the  ISth  of  August.  We 
are  thus  partieular,  beeause  this  topography  akme  eem^eje 
an  idea  of  tbe  hardships  of  the  route.    "As  he  mffr^t^ehmd 
tiiePedee»  aadi^er  he  erossed  it^  Gates  found  the  etream* 
jaeent  country  gleaned  and  exhausted  by  the  troops  under 
Caewril  and  Rutiierford.    During  the  mareh,  the  prorki- 
,     ens  from  Yirginia,  were  intereepted  and  consumed  1^  tlie 
militia  under  Sterrns,  who  formed  the  rear  of  the  army.*** 
The  sufferii^  of  the  troops  were  ineeneeivable.    Breed 
was  almost  wholly  waathig~green  eom,  or  unripe  frek* 
supplied  itsplaee,  aaimal  sustenance  was  deriTed  only  frees 
lean  cattle^  found  nearly  wild  in  the  woods.    The  oaeeea 
shared  every  hardship,  eyery  wairt  with  their  mee-^4urf 
moral  stimulants,  in  a  great  measure,. comiterected  physS- 
cal  distress.  Gates  was  deeply  afflicted  at  the  i^t  of  theae 
oomplieated  and  inereasim?  ombarrassaients.    His  ery  fbe 
bread  to  tbe  States  of  North-Carolina  and  Virgfaiia  was 
firquent  and  loud.    The  great  error  of  Gates  was  this  pre- 
mature mareh  through  such  a  coiinti^.    He  ought  to  haTo 
proceeded  only  after  oolleeting  tbe  necessary  provisions ;  or, 
if  ^hese  eouM  not  be  eoltoeted,  h^  ought  to  haiw  MIowed 
the  route  recommended  by  De  Kalb,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
tbe  objects  whieh  have  been  mentioned.  Alittle  dehf  eeeU 
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■ot  faMitMeihe^nMijr^sfarQd^  hvU  bjromii^iiitdwtka  OHAP* 
ik»  ill^  stifled  reseotmeiii  of  thm  poople^  vfho  nvwd  not  hwre     XVJL 
a  neiK'  prospeet  af  rappert^  it  niglit  greatly  add  to  the  vi« 
tfmuv  Md  eflfeet  of  the  Ameriean  anas*    WImi  onee  eogag*  «^a»BB 
ad  in  thia  tlesolato^  anprodaetiYe  wUderoeMt  Gai«  waa     ^30 
/wrgrd  by  the  most  oegeal  inaliTes  to  harry  his  nareh 
tiireaeh  tt^and  thss  were  the  ^bitttatiag  effects  of  faligae 
aupeFadded  ta-tboMof  hunger  and  ahnoat  intolerable  beat*  b  joined  by 
A  jttn^on^howeTer,  was  toppil/  Seated  with  Caswell  and  ^!^^^ 
9ortwAfM.    As  he  appreaebed  the  Pdlee,  Gates  forward-  '^'^^^^^ 
ed  to  eeveralCeloiialsof  theNorth«Cardina]nttitia,aeir«  August  r. 
•iilar*  in  whi^  be  anooiuieed  bia  advnneey  and  ealled  open 
tliem  to  join  him,  with  tbeir  respeetiTe  reginientSy  en  the 
banke  of  that  river«.  Soeh  as  had  heen  obliged  to  ecmfiBsa 
«  teaiporary  aeqoieseence  nnder  the  British  governmenty 
V«t  had  not  taken  an  aotive  part  against  the  friends  of  A* 
HMffifiay  were  promised  forgiTenesa  and  seenrity,  open  theiv 
•oaiating  in  tfa«  driiveranee  ci  their  eomitiy*    Those  that 
Aonld*  maintain  a  different  eendoet  were  to  answer  for  the 
eimac^pHanees.    These  Colonels  were  anthorised  to  W  np 
an  ▼tteaneies  by  brevet — and  likewise  to  impress  sa]^lies 
lor  the  Ameriean  army*    Harrington  was  entrasted  with 
the  execution  of  the  plan  against  George-Town^    A  proela** 
Mntion  found  its  way  throagh  the  eountryt  in  which  Gene- 
tal  Gates  made  a  forcible  appeal  to  all  those  priifeq;>les  hi 
hninan  nature  ealeolated  to  iodnee  the  eitizais  to  fly  td 
^  arma»  and  wipe  away  the  foul  si^m  of  snbmission  to  Bri^ 
tlA  tyranny.  The  eoneentrationof/the  enemy  within  Cam* 
den,  at  the  appearance  of  the  Ameriean  army*  led  Gates 
In  believe  that  bis  fbree  was  saffieient  to  drive  the  insnhing 
ff[>e  ia  Charieston»  without  the  espeeted  reioforeemente. — 
l%ia  eonfidenee*  proved  fatal  to  his  personal  fiuaoy  and  to 
tte  Ameriean  arms* 

.  Fpoto  the  state  of  tilings  just  described*  arose,  on  the  BttUe  of 
iUh  of  Aa^^tt  the  unfeHunate  battle  of  Camden.    Thia  Ouadm. 
battle  constitutes  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  histmrr  of  the   .        .^ 
Southern  war^ts  eflbcts  on  this  s^ion  of  tbe  IJ.  States  ^^'C^^^^ 
were  great  and  awful.    An  event  so  importmit  in  iteelf, 
and  hi  its  oeneequenees,  is  ^rtitJed  to  the  fulness  and  aceu- 
iaey  of  eireumstantial  narrative.    The  Governor  of  Virgin 
nia^  denrons  of  conveying  to  General  Washington  autliM- 
tic  intelUgenee  reqMctiog  that  nnfbrtunate  aflhir,  oolleeted 
from  the  kttere  of  Ga^es,  Stevens,  and  Governor  Nash, 
and  f  ron^  the  verbal  relation  of  an  ofllc^  who  was  in  the 

^ -J 

*  From  a  letter  of  Gates  to  Caswell,  it  appears  that  he»  at  first,  ascribed 
fte  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  their  out  posts  to  intellig-ence  from  sea.  A- 
noUker  letter  written  by  Major  Piskoey  to  St^mipter,  by  command  o€  Gen. 
Oates,  csprceset  the  moat  aaagaine  oonftdeoce  of  victory,  and  the  di^er- 
Mcnoftheenen^y. 

t  Major  Macr%  Aid^de^Cfiaip  to  General  Gates. 
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CHAP*   aeti6B,iiBtstMnentvfaicheairootfaiItoiiiteiMtAmeric»B. 
XVi.     It  was  traosmtted  to  the  ConroMder  fat  Cbi^  or  tbe  SM 

rf  SepKember*    , 

^=B=BB  ti  ^jjj  ^ jjg  ^Q^i^  ^f  August,"  says  4lie  ^tateineiit  aHvded  t«t 
£y^  ^  €ren^*al  Gates,  with  the  Maryland  line,  the  artiilery  aarf 
North* Carolina  inilida.  arrived  at  Rud^^ey^s,  ihirtoea 
miles  from  Catn<kn.  He  took  post  there,  and  was,  ilie  next 
day,  joinetl  by  General  SteTens,  with  6e%'ea  hundred «C^lie 
Virginia  militia,  Colonel  Sumptrr  was  then  at  the  Wax* 
haws  with  four  hundred  Soulh-Carolina  nitlilta,  and  ted, 
on  tlic  Sunday  before,  killed  and  taken  near  three  hnodrvd 
af  tbe  enemy,  who  were  posted  at  t he  liaaging-Boclc.  Thv 
and  other  smokes  on  their  advanced  posts,  oecamiied  ihuSt 

August  15.  ealling  in  all  their  oat  posts  to  CamdfJi.  The  15tb,  Gefto- 
ral  Gates  reinforoed  Colonel  Sum(^eciMrkfa  thr^  hirarivoA 
Morth'Carolina  militia,  one  hundred  of  the  Maryland  liaa^ 
amd  two  three  pounders.  Colonel  Sompter  took  posseoowwi 
of  all  the  passes  on  the  Wateree  from  Bikings  Ford  t» 

Farm,  fire  miles  below  Camden.  At  one  of  liwoa 

be  sarprized  the  enemy^s  guard,  killed  seven,  attd  4ook 
id>out  S0«  among  whom  was  Col.  Caiy,  tlteir  eomawading 
offieer,  with  thirty-eigbt  waggons,  loaded  with  eom,  rvm, 
&e»«*-»a1so  a  number  of  horses ;  and  afterwards,  on  the  same 

'  day,  he  took  aliont  seventy  prisoners,  (  British)  six  waggons; 

bajg^age,  &e«  from  Ninety- Six.  At  ten  o'eioek  act  mf^ 
*  General  Gates'  army  marched,  intending  to  take  post  oa 
an  advantageous  situation,  wbere  was  a  deep  ere«k  in  flron^ 
about  seven  miles  from  Camtlen,  the  heavy  baggage  bei^( 
tMidered  toproeeedby  th6  Wax-haws  road.  Thenrarrb'wao 
in  the  following  order:  Colonel  ArmamFs  le^^on  in  traa^f 
,  supported  by  Colonel  PorterfteW  (Commander  of  the  Virgi- 
Ada  regulars  and  the  light  infantry  of  tlie  niB(ia)  oa  him 

"■  flanks.    The  advanced  guard  of  Infantry,  tbe  Maryhnd 

line,  with  their  artillery  in  front  of  the  brigades,  the  VL 
Carolina  militia,  the  Virginia  militia,  the  artillory,  &e — 
and  the  rear-guard.^  After  mareldng  about  five  miles,  they 
m^,  between  twelve  and  oneo'eloek*  with  the  enemy  na- 
der  the  eommaail  of  Lord  Cornwaltis,  who  had  marehed 
out  from  Camden,  about  nine  oreloek*  the  same  night,  in* 
tending  to  attack  our  camp  by  surprize,  about  day-break. 
This  meeting  was  equally  unexpected  on  both  sides,  aad 
ooeasioned  a  halt  of  both  armies.  T1ie  enemy's  cavalry 
then  charged  Col.  Arraand's  legion,  which  was  well  suqior* 
ted  on  the  flanks  by  Col.  Porterfield*s  corps,  who  repulsrd 
the  assailants  ;  but  unfortunately,  Col.  Porterfield  had  bis 
leg  broke  in  the  first  fire.  The  enemy's  infantry  theo  ad- 
vancing with  a  heavy  fire,  tbe  troops  m  fi*ont  gave  way  to 
the  front  of  the  first  Mariland  brigade,  and  a  oonfusion 
ensued  which  it  took  some  time  to  regulate :  at  )enfi;lb  the 
.  army  was  ranged  in  line  of  battle,  in  the  following  older: 
^       General  Gates'  brigade  oh  (be  right,  with  his  right  e)oie 
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to  ft  twamp ;  the  North-CaroKna  nilkia  in  elose  oriler^  fwd    CHAP, 
deep  in  the  center,  and  the  Virginia  niili^ia  in  the  like  or*      XVI. 
der — ft'bd  Porterfield's  eorps^  with  die  light  infantry  on  the 
left  f  the  artillery  divided  to  the  brigades,  and  the  first 
Maryland  brigade  as  a  eorps  de  reserve,  and  to  cover  the 
eannoii  en  the  road  at  a  proper  distance  in  the  i^ar.  Col. 
AmnaiMl's  eorps  \ras  ordered  to  the  left,  to  support  the  left 
flaok,  and  oppose  the  enemy^s  cavafary.    Their  infantry, 
firom  a  defect  in  nnmber,  were  only  a  single  flte,  five  feet 
apart.     In  this  situation  they  remained  until  dliy-break, 
when  oar  troops  advanced  in  a  Hne,  a  f^w  hundred  yardst. 
The  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  oar  light  party  in  frolit> 
and  after  the  first  fiie  charged  the  inUifia  with  bayonets, 
whereupon'  the  whole  gave  ^ay,  except  Col.  DlKon's  regt- 
Bient  of  North-Carolina  militia — and  their  cavalry  e^tinu- 
fug  to  harrasB  the  rear,  such  was  the  panie  diffused  through 
the  whole,  that  the  iHraost  exertions  of  Gens.  Gates,Steven8> 
Caswell,  and  others,  assisted  by  a  number  of  officers,  to  ral* 
ly  them  even  in  small  parties,  on  tlie  advantageous  posts 
at  which  it  was  occasionaily  attempted,  were  ineflfectuat. 
They  ran  like  a  torrent,  and  lK>re  all  before  them.    This 
shamefjttl  desertion  of  the  militia  gave  the  enemy  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  bending  their  whole  force  agninst  the  Maryiairf 
troops  and  Dixon's  regiment  of  North-Carolina  militia. — 
The  eonttiot  was  obstinate  and  bloody,  and  lasted  fifteen 
minutes.  •  Dfxon's  militia  standing  firm  with  their  regular 
brethren,  and  pushing  bayonets  to  the^  last.     Superior 
bravery  was,  at  length,  obliged  to  give  way  to  superior 
numbers,  and  this  gallant  corps  compelled  to  quit  the 
ground.     They  were  then  furiously  charged  by  a  party  of 
firiiish  horse,  numbers  not  known,  whom  they  completely 
vanquished,  insomuch  that  not  more  than  two  of  the  party 
are  said  to  have  got  off.    These  brave  men  suffered  greatly, 
hpving  lost,  as   is  believed,  one  half  of  their  number, 
and,  to  their  immortal  honour,  made  good  their  retreat. 
The  waggons  were  a  distance  behind.    The  waggoners  cut 
louse  the  horses  on  which  thcjrwcre — ^the  flying  militia  the 
rest,  and  left  the  waggons.     An  account  of  no  light  autho- 
rity, says,  they  were  dl  taken  to  the  number  of  400.  An  of* 
fleer  in  the  engagement  says,  however,  that  not  more  than 
M  were  taken;  that  the  enemy  never  pursucd,sofar  asto 
the  place  where  the  waggons  were  posted ;  that  the  eaval- 
17,  indeed,  did  pursi^  beyond  them,  but,  as  the  waggons 
stood  without  iiorses,  tliey  were  unable  to  carry  them  off, 
<Mid  that  teams  were  afterwards  <5olleeted  at  Chartottcy 
^Uieb  were  sent,  and  brought  tliein  away  safely.     We  lost 
eight  pieces  of  cannon — all  the  aramanition  that  was  with 
the  army,  tents,   baggage,  military  chest  fpaperj  and 
nearly  all  the  muskets  which  were  basely  thrown  away  by 
Um  mititia.    The  numbers  of  the  cuemy  are  not  certainly 
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CHAP,    known.*    Colonel  Sompter's  intelligenoe  nado  tlieflu^  on 
XVI.     the  iBtbf  one  thoii<)and  two  hundred,  regulars^  and  one 
thouBHttd  militia^  and  a  reinforeement  of  live  hundred  re- 
eulars  on  their  way.    It  is  believed  their  loss  is  full  five 
hundred  Idlled  and  wounded.    They  retreated  ininiediatc>* 
*^^      ]y  to  Camden;  but  sent  a  party  of  horse  against  Cirfo»d 
Sumptei^,  who,  after  he  had  withdrawn  up  ttie  Xlaieree, 
forty  miles,  came  on  him  by  surprize,  eut  him  off  frum 
Us  arms— retooli  the  prisoners,  ivaggons  and  other  tfai^gi 
be  had  eaptureil.    Few  of  his  men  were  lost^  as  they  lied 
to  the  woods.    Generals  Gates,  Gists,  Smallnood,  Httjger^ 
Stereos,  Butler  and  Gregory,  are  safe.    Gen.  De  K!iilh^ 
and  Rutherford  are  missing — the  former  a  prisoner^  and 
mortally  wounded,  it  is  saio;  the  latter  a  prisoner  eodAii^ 
ly.    Colonel  Forterfield,  an  inestimable  otneer,  is  ssidt  and 
we  fiMir  too  truly,  to  be  dead  of  bis  wonnds-^^-about  one 
third  of  his  eorps  eseaped«    On  this  defeat,  the  yeomnpij 
of  Nortli-^rolina  immediately  turned  out  unsolieited.  An 
array  Is  eolleeting,  whieli,  wl^n  our  last  adviees  easse  a* 
way,  vis.  August  ^rd,  already  oonsisted  of  between  fbw 
and  fi?e  thousand  men/' 

The  nnoxpeeted  meeting  of  the  two  armies,  in  the  night 
of  the  15th,  was  produced  by  the  design  of  the  Amerieaa 
General  just  stated,  and  by  a  simultaneous  intention  ef 
Lord  Comwallis  to  attaek  Gates  in  bis  eneampment  at 
Rugeky's  Mills,  early  in  the  morning  on  the  16th.  Apprized 
of  the  rapid  adYanee  of  the  Americans  towards  (^mden» 
the  British  Lieutenant  General  had  left  Charleston  and  re* 


*  In  the  memoranda  of  Governor  Jefferson,  for  1780,  we  &iddie 
ed: 

Forces  Engaoxd,  Avovst  16,  1780. . 

BRrrisH. 

23rd  British  reriment,        -              .              •              .  400 

3drd    do.         do.        .             .              .     ,          .  .300 

71tt     do.         do.               .              .              .              -  300 

Lord  RawdoD's  corps,              -              •              «  .    3S0 

Tarleton't  legioii,         •                  ...  490 

Reinforcement  from  Charleston  under  Lord  Comwallis  >  ^qh 

of  the  6Sd  regiment  of  the  Hessian  corps,                 J  '^^ 

Bryan's  and  Hanison's  new  levies,        ...  600 

Total,        .            -  3070 

Tories  inoorporated— numbers  unknown— hot  did  no  damare,  havkr 
run  away  at  the  first  fire  of  artillexj. 

"^  -     AMERIGA.N  FORCE. 

Maryland  division,  reduced  by  detachments, ,       -  .    800 

Armand's,  JPorterfteld's  and  Armstrong's  corps,           .  300 

Caswell's  North-Carolina  militia,     .  -               -               .  1,000 

Steven's  Virginia  militia,        .                   •                   •  ^qq 

Tofal,                   .  ^eOO 


pAiMl  to  the  treiiee  of  danger,    fining  his  sitniitioH  MeH    ^^'^ 
Us  to  jender  n  battle,  ^ren  under  disadrantag^duft  oir^      SLTI* 
onmstances,  preferable  to  a  retreat,  Comvallte,  itevet'  did-   ^^^^^ 
inelined  to  the  deeision  of  the  iword,  imitiediatelj  re«blve4  *■■■"■" 
npon  attacking  his  antagonist    The  fate  of  the  p^allant  and      ^^f^ 
promising  Porterfteld  has  alreadj  been  adverted  to.    Th# 
heroie  De  Kalb,*  in  a  vigorous  attempt  to  reeovei*  the  daj.  Gates  is  de- 
received  eleven  wounds,;  and  he  would  have  been  killed  on  ifeated  and 
the  spot,  had  not  his  affeiilionate  Aid-de  Camp,  the  Che-  j^iYi^^ 
valier  Dubuysson  covered  with  his  own  body,  the  pros-  rough.  • 
trate  veteran,  and  arrested  the  British  bayonets,  with  which 
he  was  himself  pierced  in  this  magnanimous  effbrt  to  savO 
hb  friend.    De  Kalbdid  not  long  survive:  he  died  six 
days  after,  with  the  praise  of  his  brave  troops  of  Mary- 
land and  Delaware,  on  his  quivering  lips.    Congress  de- 
creed to  his  memory  a  splendid  monument*    Stevens,  in- 
dignant at  the  unworthy  panic  of  his  militia,  envyed  the 
dying  Baron.    He  had  lived  too  long — for  he  had  lived  to 
see  the  troops  of  his  native  state,  in  whose  exertions  he 
had  placed  Ids  confidence,  on  whose  gallantry  he  had  built 
his  hopes  for  the  deliverance  of  the  South,  shamefully 
^rink  from  the  assault  of  the  foe,  and  seek  in  precipitate  ^ 

flight  a  sNifety,  to  which  a  thousand  deaths  would  have  been 

E referable.  His  letters  strongly  depicture  the  affiiction  of 
is  wounded  spirit.  The  {lerils,  the  sufferings  of  the  «h!8- 
tardly  fugitives  moved  him  not.  They  had  deserved  the 
worst.— There  is  something  irresistibly  affecting  in  th^  \ 

angry  pathos  of  the  deserted,  disappointed  Stevens.   He  , 

stood  on  the  ground  chosen  for  the  dire  ccnfliet,  himself 
regardless  of  any  lihing  but  honour  and  duty,  and  floghed 
with  high  expectations  of  victory.  •  "  My  brave  fellows/* 
he  cried  to  his  men,  as  the  British  were  rushing  onward, 
**  you  have  bayonets  as  well  as  they ;  we  will  charge  them." 
They  heard  him  not—they  listen^  only  to  their  fc^rs  ! 
— *^  Their  conduct  he  writes,  has  mortally  wounded  my 
feelings ;"  and  again  ; — **  1  never  sliall  be  reconciled  with 
these  fellows,  'tilll  get  them  all  together  again,  and  pqt- 
them  into  a  situation  where  they  may  wipe  off  the  stain 
they  have  brought  on  themselves  and  their  country,  and 
make  some  atonement  for  the  distresses  that  their  dis- 
graceful behaviour  has  occasioned  ;  and,  at  a  time  toOf 
when,  if  they  had  behaved  like  men,  they  might  have  re- 
lieved thousands^  and  immortalized  their  own  names." 


•  For  tnterestin]|f  details  concCTningf  Dc  Kalb,  see  H.  Lce*8  Memoirt^ 
Yd.  L  Appendix,  pare  380.  HU  baggage  was  sayed—^onveycd  to  Philadsl- 
phia  by  Dubuysson  who  was  paroled — ^put,  at  the  request  of  the  Baron,  in  the 
care  of  C^evaKcr  LA  LuzcFne,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  Prance.  Stevens  lost 
aH  hia  baggage.  Gates  Huved  hi*.*.  The  British  accounts  say  1,000  Ame- 
ricans were  killed— 800  Uken— 160  waggons  taken,  &c.  &c. 

PortPrfieUl  Janpiished  a  longtime — and  died. 
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CHAP.  In  their  ftlght,  they  retrwed  the  ^^  V  ijMeh  <hv  hi* 
XVL  advanced.  Stevens  returned  to  »pmk%  wilh  a  v^w  to 
eolleet  again  the  dispersed  fugitives.  Me  »ue©eedcd  m 
rallying  ^ut  700.  ♦•  We  had  to  retreat^  he  wntes  rrom 
Spinks  August,  20th,  upwards  of  a  hundred  mHes  through 
a  country,  which  may  be  truly  said  to  be  inha^ted  ^  oiir 
enemies  ;  and  before  any  large  party  of  ours  eould  be  eO- 
lected,  the  inhabitants  rose  in  numbers,  and  duarimd  (to 
chief  part  of  our  men.  i  am  where  searee  a  fnend  »  ca 
be  found.''  Gates,  on  the  night  of  the  16th,  had  reUred  ta 
Charlotte:  but  without  arms,  ammunition,  or  intrenehuis 
tools,  he  saw  the  impraeUcability  of  mainUumng  that 
post;  and  disregarding  the  loss  of  personal  t^w  wtaiA 
would  not  fail  to  attend  a  rapid  and  distant  withdraw,  he 
proceeded  to  HilUborougb,  a  place  more  favourabte  tm 
a  renewal  of  broken  strength,  and  to  efficient  prcj^ratioiit 
for  the  future.  Looking  back  with  bitter  ^ngai&h  at  the 
means  lately  in  his  power,  and  now  lost  through  that  pre- 
cipitaUon  which  had  liurriedhim  to  a  decisive  aoUen,  with 
troops,  most  of  whom  had  never  seen  the  face  of  an  eneoiyt 
and  wanted,  of  course,  that  intrepidity  und  discipline, 
which  are  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  even  the  beit 
plan— at  a  moment,  too,  when  the  bodies  of  those  trmps 
were  debilitated,  and  their  spirits  depiHJSsed  by  hunger 
and/atigue— Gates  resolved  diligently  to  repair  the  wredi^ 
cd  fortunes  of  the  South  j  and  he  was  greater,  perhap^ 
after  his  defeat  than  before.  The  scattered  fragmenii»  of 
the  American  army  gradually  collected  at  Charlotte^  where 
they  happily  t^und  themselvc-s  among  friends,  euger  to  re- 
lieve their  distresses :  these  distresses  were  ineoneeivable. 
Wounded,  hungry,  unarmed  soldiers  arrived  in  eonfusion: 
anguish  was  in  their  hearts— despondency  in  their  looks. 
The  inhabitants  of  Charlotte  entreated  M^jor  Andermi 
not  to  leave  them  defenceless,  exposed  to  tlie  licenUoas 
outrages  of  the  victors,  who  were  expected  keenly  to  pur- 
sue the  advantage  they  had  gained— The  pre  eminent  ob- 
jects of  generarsafety,  inducecl  a  further  retreat  to  Salis- 
bury, and  thence  to  Hillsborough.  Greneral  Caswell,  how- 
ever,  remained  on  the  Vadkin,  with  a  body  of  niiUtia,  to 
cover  the  circumjacent  country.  A  corps  of  cavalry  was 
stationed  at  Cross  Creek,  and  Stevens,  with  such  of  the 
Virginia  militia  as  he  had  re-assembled,  was  ordered  t» 
Guilford  Court  House.  Few  of  his  men  had  suffered  on 
the  field,  owing  to  their  early  flight ;  some  of  the  officers, 
however,  whilst  attempting  to  restore  the  coafliet,  were 
severely,  wounded.  Lieutenimt  Chew  lost  an  arm.  Ibe 
rest,  the  better  to  etPtvt  their  escape,  had  thrown  away 
their  muskets,  and  even  their  knapsacks,  aiid  other  aoeou- 
trements  At  Hillsborough,  new  arms  were  put  in  their 
hands ;  and  the  brave  Stevens  aj»ain  experienced  the  cru- 
el mortifioation  of  seeing  most  of  his  men  abandon  the  ser- 


Yie«  of  their  eountfy.    Jost  before  he  marched  to  Gnnford   iCHAP. 
Cowrt  Hou8e»  about  400  4»f  them  deserted  ;  and,  when  at     XYL 
thtitf  bm  nnmbers  were  in  a  short  ^me  reduced  to  1»0  *      . 
This  eireumstanee  mdueed  Gates  to  order  him  back  to  ' 

Hillsborough*    Informing  the  Governor  of  this  new  dere-      ^j^q 
Uf^on  of  duty,  SteTcns  espresse^  his  determination  to  re* 
mam  at  his  post,  eyen  if  all  his  men  shcaild  forsake  him^ 
aad  to  oppose^  at  leasts  bis  body  to  the  British  sabres* 
Upon  ioformation  of <  tUs  almost  universal  desertion,  the 
Govoraor  required  the  ^County  I4eutedants  to  exert  them* 
selves  in  taking  the  fugitives  ;  and  such  was  the  detesta- 
tion with  which  they  were  received,  (bat,  from  many  coun- 
ties many  went  baek  of  themselves.     They  threw^^the 
blanie  on  some  of  their  officers,  who,  they  alledged,  nad 
indfilMd  diem  with  furloughs.    But  this  could  apply  to 
Tery  few  cases  ;  for,  Stevens  had  peremptorily  prohibited 
offieers  from  thus  iiyuring  the  service,  and  no  furloughs 
were  valid  but  those  countersigned  by  himself.  Courts  mar-  Hb  exerti* 
tial  were  held  on  the  offenders,  and  they  were  made  sol-  ^^  ^^^^ 
diers.  for  8  months.    Some  had  been,  contrary  to  the  posi-  ^yf 
tive  injunctions  of  the  Governor  and  Couneil,  receive^  in- 
to volunteer  corps  :  a  practice  which  was  soon  and  effec- 
tually  eheefced.    Two  thousand  militia  were  now  called 
into  the  ficldf  to  serve  eighteen  months*     Hillsborough 
was  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous.    Taylor's  Ferry» 
on  the  Boafioak,  was  soon  after  made  an  intermediate  de- 

Gt.      Bodies  of  volunteers  were  also  rsused.     Colonel 
organ  again  took  the  field.    A  particular  command  was 
intended  wr  him.    Gates^  who  knew  the  usefulness  of 
that  brave  officer,  again  urged  his  promotion.    <<  I  repeat 
my  request  to  Congress,  he  wrote  to  the  President  of  that 
Boily,  on  the  6th  of  October,  to  appoint  Colonel  Morgan  a 
BrigHdier  General,  not  only  as  his  services  entitle  him  to 
it,  but  as  it  wiU  give  him  a  right  and  conveyanee  with  the 
militia,  that  is  now  absolutely  necessary.    His  seperate 
corps  was  to  consist  of  cavalry,  mounted  ridemen,  and 
light  infantry,  as  well  Continental  as  militia.    'With  such 
a  corps,  heailed  by  such  a  leader.  Gates  hoped  to  !>e  able 
to  retard  and  oonfine  Lord  Cornwallis's  army,  until  he 
should  l>e  in  strength  to  play  a  diffis^^nt  game.    Colonel 
Morgan  served  a  little  while,  under  Small  wood,  no^  a  Ma- 
jor General.    Soon  the  rank  which  he  so  emincnUy  de» 
servedf  was  conferred  on  him ;  and  the  anticipations  of  ^ 
Gates  were  fully  realizrd     The  hardy  race  of  iVFountuin- 
eers,  on  and  about  the  Blue  ridge,  whose  affection  and  con- 
Aflence  the  new  Brigadier  General  had  always  possessed, 
were  now  more  eager  than  ever,  to  be  enrolled  under  his 
command.     Such  as  vcre  posse sseck  of  rifles,  carried  tliem 
along  with  tliem.    The  rest  received  muskets  at  Kieh- 
mond,  Taylor's  Ferry  or  Hillsborough.    Unfortunately,      • 
Virginia  wanted  arms^  tents  and  clothing  far  the  troops. 
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Ze&lofthe 
Southern 
States  to 
retrieve 
their  af. 


Tba  Qtmltyf  naw  fvinidM^  with  sttong  mA  fleM 
9till  e^led  op  the  ExeculiTe  for  sgbres ;  nadtke  £xee«ti^ 
Veechofd  iheir  cry  to  Congress.  A  prfa^  y^mbI  frwB 
Gli^sgow  was,  nbout  ibis  tim^^  brouf;lit  iBt#  N^wfawa. 
Some  teMis  and  blankets  were  obtnined  fh>nt  tbe  e^»tor»; 
but  this  supply  wm  far  from  adequate.  While  new 
ioroemf^nts  of  militia  were  then  marehed  te  the 
army,  CootincDtal  levies  were  not  foi^tten*  The : 
Muhlenburg  was  ineessantly  oeoupied  in  farwardi«9 
eraits  to  hea<l  quarters.  Four  hundred  of  these  w«ff«  as* 
nexed  to  Colonel  Harrison's  artillerists^  who  had  gremUgp 
disiiQj^uisheil  tliemsekes  in  the  unfortuDate  affair  of  tfa« 
16th  of  Au.^ust.  The  want  of  waggonSf  and  the  eirenit^ 
ous  naTigaiion  betW(*ea  Virginia  and  North  Carolina^  whifo 
British  criiisors  infested  the  Chesapeak,  preTeited  larg^ 
supplies  of  muize  and  Hour,  from  being  forwarded  to  Hilk^ 
borough.  The  arrangement  adopted  by  the  Exeouiiraf 
in  relation  to  provisionst  was  nearly  this.  The  Ooiiimia-» 
sV>ners  for  the  eonnty  of  Ualifiu:*  ChariottOy  Prince  Ed« 
ward,  Lunenburg,  Meeklenburg,  Brunswick,  Sussex,  and 
Soutliampton^  stored  the  provisions  they  oolJeeted,  at  n* 
ny  places  thej  thought  proper,  on  the  road  leading  fposn 
]Kiehmond  to  iIilIsborough.-<^For  the  counties  on  the  A|ft» 
pomattoxand  Js^mesriver,  Petersbura,  Uiehmond^  Willi* 
amsburg,  Smithdeld,  Portsonotttb,  and  Hampton,  were  sn 
many  depots.  The  counties  on  or  convenient  to  ToriL-vl* 
ver.  Rappulianock,  and  Potomaok,  stored  their  snppliea  at 
suitable  places  on  those  rivers.  The  Western  posts,  and 
the  bs^rraeks  in  Albemarle,  deriv^ed  their  provisions  from 
some  of  the  counties  above  the  tide  waters,  and  beyond  tbe 
Blue  ridge.  The  State  garrisons  were  chiefly  supported 
from  the  collections  at  I  he  CoUese  landing,  Portomoutk 
and  Etampton^  The  Northern  and  Southern  armies,  Aivi* 
*ded  the  rest  in  proportion  to  their  wants,  and  ^oeording  tn , 
the  conveniienec  of  trannportation.  The  estabUshmeat  nf 
an  Intermediate  tiepot  at  Taylor's  Fen^,  greatly  aided  tho 
conveyance  of  sup{dies  to  the  Sooth.  The  departnre  and 
return  of  waggons  liecame  re^lar  ;  and  as  losses,  so  fre- 
qoeni  before,  were  no  longer  apprehendedy  many  peraoni 
constructed  waggons  for  the  public  serriee*  Comnmsnry 
Lamb  and  others  were,  at  the  same  time,  antboriiscd  to  ra* 
press  such  as  they  eould  discover*  These  details  are  nnc 
unworthy  of  history,  sin^e  they  contribute  to  explain  the 
causes  of  that  distress  whieh  the  armies  of  America  wem 
often  doomed  to  experience.  To  collect  snpplies  of  eattlcy 
'  agents  were  employed  in  the  diflTerent  oouirties,  beginning 
with  those  of  Princess- Anne  and  Norfolk,  and  proeeeding 
to  others  in  onler,  as  they  stood  exposcti  to  the  inenrsions 
of  the  enemy-*«xhnusting  them  as  clofiely  as  possible.— 
Sucli  were  the  exertions  of  the  Executive — at  a  time  vh«n 
the  Treasury  of  the  State  was  utterly  exhausted-    CUtes» 


•II  Mi  w«f  to  miriiofoiigh  tn  Jafv,  feand  it  without  a  sin-    CHAP. 
I^le  ilottar— and  It  had  slnee  remained  i  nearly  so.    Hie     XVI. 
jMieeting  of  the  Legislature  was  anxfously  looked  fbr,  as  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
■ew  etnissione  yrofolA  then  replenish  it     This  resonree^  «====« 
Amil  and  preearieus  as  it  wast  most  again  be  re<*.arred  to  ;      ±fgQ 
Pit  no  other  was  left    Aeoordingly,  upon  their  eonyenin^ 
m  Oetobert  the  General  Assembly^  immediately  turned  October  Iff. 
ilieireyesto  the  exigeneies  of  the  Common  weidth.     Six 
■odUioBS  of  pounds  were  emitted  in  a  new  speeies  of  bills» 
tor  the  redemption  of  which  the  puUio  faith  was  solemnly      ' 
ptedgod*    Three  thousand  were  directed  to  be  draughteti 
ibr  the  Continental  senrieo.    Supplies  of  clothing  for  the 
troops,  of  cattle,  waggons,  and  other  necessary  artielesi 
w^re  assigned  to  each  county.    Garrison  d  u ty  was  required 
ftrom  pensioned  invalids.    For  ofllcers  and  soldiers,  amf 
tbe  widows  or  orphans  of  such  as  shouht  die  in  the  sernce^ 
aAlitfonal  provisions  was  made.    Donatives  in  land  were- 
M^ared  to  General  o9leers.    Seamen  received  further  en- 
eonragements,  and  S  vessels  were  armed  against  the  pre- 
datory cruisers  In  the  Chesapeak.    In  the  South  HV^estent 
eeuntics,  several  persons,  convicted  of  practices  hostile  to* 
tlie  American  cause  ^ere  in  eonflnement,   awaKing  the 
penalties  deer^  by  the  laws.    The  General  Assembly,' 
wrlscly  prefertng  mildness  to  rigor,  so  far  as  that  mildness 
vras  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  safety,  procTaimed  a 
fitM  and  free  pardon  to  ^ch  of  those  persons  as  would  ten- 
der assurances  of  repentance  for  the  pnst,  and  fidelity  for' 
tbe  ftiture — reserving  the  punishment  denounced  against 
traitors  for  eas^  of  the  blackest  completion,  and  uneon- 
querabte  malignity. 

In  tlmmean  time  correspondent  efforts  were  making  by 
Maryland  and  Delaware,  now  annexe<lto  the  Southern  de- 
partment ;  nor  was  North  Carolina  behind  her  sister 
Stales,  in  exertions  oF  the  same  kind.  She  knew  well  that 
the  army  now  forming  conld  alone  interpose  ain  efReienl 
bcilwark  between  her  and  the  enemy.  In  Sou^h  Carolina, 
the  struggle  for  liberty  had  not  entirely  subsided.  That 
eonatry  possessed  citizens  whose  model  is  fonnd  only  in 
tlvose  ancient  republics,  where  the  Jlinorpalrict  was  the 
predominating  passion  of  the  heai*t,  or  rather  absorbed  e- 
very  other  passion.  Such  were  Marion  in  the  North  Eas- 
tern parts  of  the  State,  Sumpter  in  the  country  between 
Camden  and  Ninety  Six,  A^TUliams  and  Pickens  towards 
Augusta.  Restless  and  ardent  in  Oie  cause  of  liberty, 
those  patriotic  individuals,  of  diflTcront  ages,  manners,  and 
coiiditions,  harmonized  in  one  great  and  important  object, 
the  ilclivcranee  of  tlieir  country  from  BHttsh  servitude. 
When  we  look  at  their  means  we  are  inclined  to  despond 
— but  when  we  view  their  lofty  characters,  their  invinci- 
ble perseverance,  their  genius  in  planning,  ami  Iheir  bold- 
ness in  execution^  \ve  Are  reminded  of  the  heroic  handful 


wa     .  HlflTOBTOF 

CHAP^  of  freepes  at  the  'HiernM^ilfey  ^  Mandm*  «b4 
XYL     pibiee»4aeped  to  patriotio  eonnige.    We  aiHiei{Miie  rinilar 
'  ^^^^  re*ult»,    Tbe  Myriaids  of  Persia  flee  to  Oidtf  ships  wkh 
^"^"""^^  disgrace  and  in  dismay^— Hie  tiiumpli  of  Britain  must  ead 
i78Q      ^^  ^^  diseomRtnre  and  sfaaane. — ^The  impotilie  synlenn 
pursued  by  Comwallis,  in  the  proud  moafients  of  vietoiy. 
Rigour  of     greatly  eontributed  to  rdcindle  in  South  Caroljiia  the  flamer 
ComwallU.   of  opposition.    Immetliatoly  after  the  affair  at  .Camdea^ 
Comwallis  seemed  to  emulate  the  conqueror  at  8arauig% 
in  humanity  towards  his  prisoners**    It  is  probable  that» 
bad  he  l>een  the  carver  of  his  own  measures,  they  wenirf 
alt  have  been  mailed  with  lenity.    But  Creneral  Clinton^ 
proclamation  had,  as  we  have  related,  transformed  priaM* 
ers  on  parole  into  liege  subjeetsy  without  the  partiispatioa 
of  their  will.    The  plastic  hand  of  British  tyranny,  fomid 
BO  difficulty  in  thus  moulding  traitors  and  vtetims.     Pa- 
roles and  pf^ections  were  understood  by  the  peo|d«  t9  to- 
cure  their  neutrality,  not  thtir  allegianee.    l^he  first  woie 
aiinuUed,  and  the  bolders  of  them  eaUed  to  arms  for  the 
Bopport  of  the  royal  cause.    The  second  were  eonsiraed 
into  fbalty,  to  all  intents  jind  purposes.    Yet,  the  origkiai 

f  condition  of  those  paroles  and  protections  simply  was,  that 

the  citizens  shouia  remain  quietly  at  their  homes^  The 
mighty  )lat  of  6ir  Henry  Clinton  having  thus  made  traitors 
of  diose*who  were  only  enemies,  it  remained  for  Comwal- 
lis to  deal  out  the  penalties  which  an  absunl  and  orue)  ficti- 
on had  decreed.  Imprisonment,  confiscation,  ignomiaiona 
death  by  the  gibbet,  conflagration,  now  became  natters  of 
course.  Bxile  was  mercy.  The  ruthless  vietort  rioted  in 
blood,  violence  and  rapine.  They  seemed  resolved  to  trjr 
how  &r  human  patience  can  go  ;  and  eager  to  tubvert  bj 
excess  the  very  fabric  which  their  masters  intfloded  t» 
raise.  The  most  respectable  among  the  prisoners  at 
Charleston  were  tramferred  to  the  seas  of  East  FloriA^ 
under  the  alledged,  but  unsupported  charge  of  dishonoor- 
able  breaches  of  their  paroles.  Ry  an  inimutal)}e  law  of 
the  great  author  of  nature*  action  in  a  moral,  as  well  as  in 
a  physical  sense,  is  always  productive  of  re  action,  resis- 
tance always  the  eflfect  of  pressure,  and  detestation  the 
inseparable  attendant  of  cruelty.  InAoad,  then,  of  re- 
conquering South  Carolina  by  terrorism,  Comwallis  more 
irrecoverably  alienated  her.  Why  did  the  British  leaders, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  uniformly  adhere  to  this  system  of 
conquest  by  terror  and  violence  ?  Was  it  itstloranee  of  iho 
human  heaK  ?  Was  it  inbred  haughtiness  ?  btiff  and  hi- 
flexible  pride  ?    Personal  or  national  arrogance  l    Or  did 

•  Galea  writet  to  Comvalfis  by  a  flajf,  Aujifust  29th.  « I  am  t6  thank 
yoiu'  Lordship  for  the  attention  and  tenderness  with  winch  Captain  Humil' 
ton  assures  me  the^ wounded  and  prisoners  have  been  treated  at  C;inH)eD. 
It  has  been  an  inrariable  rule  with  me  to  observe  the  like  gtntrous  lenity 
to  all  thoie  that  have  fidlen  into  my  imHis." 


TIBOHilA*  MT 


lA  Chote  Miuet  MttUae  to  lead  Ameriea  to  ]Mb|MrfeiMe   CHAP.' 
tiiroii^h  tyranay,  to  m  jiiAt  and  mild  gOTerament  throagh     XTL 
opi^eaaioa  and  bloodshed  ?    L^  faot»aoswer  the  question.  ^..^..^.^ 
Bot^anrely^  men  wliodidBot  exempt  eTon  thcdr  frioids  ■'"■■■^ 
trwBL  a  wanton  abuse  of  power,*  might  fain  see  thatf      ^^^ 
hj  ereating  ittOKtinguishahle  abborrenee  and  dismst  in 
the  manly  breasts  of  free  dtizens,  they  mui»t  puU  down 
ultimate  ruin  on  their  own  heads.    Prison  ships,  eonfl»- 
graiion,  gibbets,  insult  and  oppression  of  every  kind,  eould^ 
indeed,  distress,  but  they  eould  not  subjugate.    The  rery 
women  of  South  (Carolina  moeked  the  proud,  relentless 
*  eonqueror.     dis  bulla  and  eoneerts .  were  unadorned  with 
their  presence.  Mourning  in  seeret  orer  the  fallen  liberties 
m€  their  country,  minlsteriug,  like  angels  of  comfort^  to  the 
ttck  prisoners,  and  clothiog  the  naked,  they  breatfa^  into 
their  tens,  their  husbands  and  brothers,  fortitude,  persever- 
anee^  magnanimity.  They  sent  tliem  into  thehattles  of  their 
eouQtry,  or  saw  them  di'a^ed  into  exile,  with  virtuous  re* 
signation.  They  parted  with  them,  rather  than  they  should 
themselves  part  with  principle.— Such  stimulants,  and  the 
hei*oie  examples  of  Marion,  Sumpter»  and  other  partisans^ 
#ho  incessantly,   and  often  successfully,  harrassed  the 
Britisli^  kept  alive  the;  flame  of  resistance. 

As  soon  as  be  had  collected  proper  supplies,  Cornwallis,  Cormnms 
favoured  by  the  season,  proceeded  from  Camden.  With  T'^'^^^l^fr 
a  view  to  awe  the  patriotic  settlements,  and  to  open  a  eonip  ^  ^"^ 
mnnieation  between  the  ftriends  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
£ast,  and  those  in  the  West  of  Soutli  and  Nm*th  Garolinaf 
ho  marched  the  main  body  of  his  army  through  the  Wax« 
haws,  while  Tarleton  followed  with  his  legion,  a  parallet 
route,  along  the  Western  banks  of  the  Wateree^  and  Ma. 
jor  FergMsun,  with  a  strong  corps  chiefly  of  Loyalists,  in* 
dined  toururds  the  frontiers.  The  latter  waste  coHeot 
and  arm  the  royal  militia  on  his  route ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose he  was  accompanied  with  a  convoy  of  supernumerary 
muskets  and  other  argis.  The  march  of  Cornwallis  was 
uninterrupted  ;  but  bis  flanks  occasionally  harrassed.  At 
Wahab>,  a  British  party  was  surprized  by  the  daring  Co* 
looel  Davie  who  taking  from  iliem  ninety  horses  with  their    - 

*  Were  it  not  lor  the  authority  of  StedfiLui,  a  Britiah  histMriaii,  often 
■A^tioned  beforey  we  could  not  belieVe  the  subjoined  fact : 

**  Tlie  horses  were  taken  out  of  tlie  wajc^iis>  and  the  (royal)  militia 
harnessed  in  their  stead,  drew  the  wagf^ons  through  the  creek.  We  are 
sorry  to  say  that^  in  return  Ibr  these  exertions*  the  miHHa  vtere  makreated^ 
obutij}e  language,  and  even  beaiitn  by  tome  oficera  in  (he  Quarter  Matter 
Cfener€Wt  Jkpartimnt.  In  consequence  of  this  ill  usage,  sevei-al  of  them 
^^  the  army  next  morning',  forever,  chiising  to  rtm  the  risque  of  meeting 
the  resentment  of  their  enemies^  rather  than  submit  to  the  derision  and 
Abuse  of  those  to  whom  they  looked  u]>  as  friends. — And  Stcdman,  who 
honourably  reprobates  this  sttipid  brutality,  a;ld3,  in  a  Note  :«^*'  So  essen- 
tially necessary  was  this  unfortunate  deicriptbn  of  people,  that  it  was  im- 
np^ible  to  have  supfiorted  hi^  Maiesty's  army  in  the  field  without 
them. " 


mwroKf  OF 

CHAP.    Mii^[MBats»  attd  IM  efaiid  of  ntniB,  retired  In  tertnrif^. 

XTL      WKty  of  the  enemy  tiere  killed  und  i^ounded.    All  the  A- 

merioiOBy  except  eite>  were  unhurt.    Ihe  bratc  iHiTfet 

•■^■■■■■■'  preeeding  the  British  ermy,  posted  his  lUtle  huml  at  tlie 
i7M  4^^  Ilo«ie  in  Charlotte  atid  there  thriee  repulsed  tlie 
Britisb  legioBf  imd  for  a  mobile  kept  the^nhok  hostile  ainiy 
St  the  bay.  Commallishiinseli'iras  obliged  to  ride  up  to  the 
legioBy  aad  press  their  advance.  'With  a  loss  mtieh  inferi- 
or to  ihat  ot  the  foe,  Davie  made  good  his  retreat  to  SaKs- 
burj.  A  blrikitig  insianee  of  brnieiy  and  enleri'riz^! 
And  to  die  Briiish  Con  niander  an  impressive  earnest  of 
the  spuit  of  the  oouoti^  !  Of  that  unsubdued  spirit,  Com- 
wallis  received  01  her  proofs.  His  messengers  were  inter- 
rupted :  liis  fiiraging  fmrties  harrassed,  and  often  cut  o^ ; 
the  British  eould  not  quit  their  lines  trith  impttnity.  At 
\  Charlotte,  hov»ever.  Lord  Cornwallis  vias  estabKsfaing  an 

,  intermediate  post  iietween  Camden,  and  Salisbury,  to 
ishieh  he  uow  intended  to  mareh,  vi^lten  the  unvyeletnie  in- 
teliigenee  of  the  fall  ot  Major  Ferguson,  and  the  eaptirt- 
'  ty  ol  tlie  sunriving  portion  of  his  men,  arrested  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Briiisli  army,  and  for  a  time  saved  Korth  Ca- 
rolina from  invasion. 

A\  lien  Georgia  had  fallen  again  under  the  dominioD  of 
the  British,  such  ot  her  patriotic  ejtizens  as  prefered  exile  . 
to  subiiitsbion,  fled  into  the  neighbouriug  States.    Among 
Ihese  Has  Colouel  Clai*ke,  a  man  of  active  and  darhig  dis- 

Fergudon's    Position.    Baving  retireu  to  the  Stiuth  w«  stem  borders  of 

deiuit  Aorth-Carolinu,  lie  soon  attached  to  himself  a  number  t>f 
brave  and  hartly  mountaineers.  About  this  time,  the  pre- 
sents with  vvhich  the  co-operation  of  the  Indians  was  annu- 
ally purchased  by  the  British,  had  been  collected  al  Auj^us- 
ta.  The  hO|*e  of  a  rich  piey,  combining  v^ith  the  detdro 
of  TeogcHince  andof  fanie^  intluced  tJlai^ke  and  his  foUoviers 
to  march  against  that  town  defended  by  Ueutenunt  Ck»K 
Brown,  with  a  garrison  of  150  men.  A  reinforcemcot 
from  IS  incty  Six  enabled  Brown  to  ward  ofTtlie  bio^  of  des- 
truction, and  the  Americans  Mere  compelled  to  retire. 
Curnwullis,  apjH'ized  of  their  retrogade  movement  iKreeted 
Ferguson  to  interrupt  tlieir  reti*eat,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  latter  advanceil  fromliilbert-Town  towards  the  Moun- 
tains. An  invisible  liand  led  him  to  tiefekt  and  death. 
Objects  nenily  similai*  to  those  of  Clarke,  had  drawn  to- 
gether numerous  bauds  of  those  active,  imSeiutigable*  and ' 
entei*prising  sons  of  MoHhCurolioa  and  Virginia,  disper- 
sed over  the  Western  wilds  oi  both  these  states,  ami  io- 
ured  from  childhood  to  the  stratagem  and  the  toils  of  the 
ehase.  More  expert  riders,  or  more  skilful  riflemen,  are 
scarcely  to  be  found.  Under  thrie  respective  chiefs,  Camp- 
bell, Cleveland,  Williaius,  Sevier,  M'cDowell.  lAcys  Hhw- 
thorn,  andHili,  bands  of  eager  warriors  united  against  Fer- 
guson. Ko  baggage  retarded  their  march.  Ever}  man  ear- 


Med  liit  proyiMOM  fan  a  walkt.    The  vster  of  fhe  nim^    CiffAP« 
stream  quem^  their  thirst ;  the  e<U!th  was  their  bed  ;  the     -XVL 
sprendiog  foliage  of  the  forest*  their  ed^veriogr    They  soon  " 

orertooki  the  foe.  Alarmed  at  the  swoU  ami  the  impeto-  «M«»aBB 
osaty  of  tliis  torrent  whieh  threatoiN^  to  oyerwhelftt  hioSf  ^^g^ 
Fei*gason  had  reared  to  the^suaimit  of  a  woody  emitteiiee^ 
eaH^  King's  Mountain.  The  pursuers  arranged  them- 
selves into  three  clivisioBs  for  the  assattU^ander  Cleveland^ 
CambeiU  and  Shelby^  Eve^y  man  was  directed  to  beeome  ' 
his  own  oH^cer*  to  arias  if  on  himself  alone  depended  the 
issue  of  the  day.  The  jffie^rs  deelined  eompnlsion — ^the 
timid  might  withdraw — all  pressed  forward— *»f mm  ibree 
difierent  points*  the  mauntai»  was  aseeaded.  The  trees 
fitvoured  the  aa8ailant»-«atid  rendered  the  Britidi.  bayonet 
of  little  avaiL  Cleveland  first  eame  up^lo  the  eonoenler* 
ed  foe,  and  from  behind  the  tre|M  open^  a  wdl  directed  October  9l 
fire.  With  fixed  bayom^ts^  Fctf^jcuson  and  his  men  rushed 
onward.  At  this  moment^  Shelby's  .divirion  ^ured  upon 
tiiemt  from  another  side*  a  tremendouit  Tolley.  Agafnet 
these  new  assailants,  Ferguson  furiously  tamed,  when 
Campbell,  with  equal effeet,  gave  iMiiother  fire.  The  daont* 
less  Ferguson  still  relying  on  himself  and  his  m^,'*eoali- 
nund  uaappalled.  For  fifty  minutes^  the  conflict  raged. 
At  length*  a  ball  winged  with  death,  lerelled  to  the  gtound 
the  lieroio  leader.  The  second  in  Command  beat  a  parW 
— a  surrender  was  th^  issue.  HThree  hundred  of  the  Bpi- 
tish  party  were  killed,  and.wounded.  Eight  hundred  be- 
enme  prison^v.  Fifteen  hundred  stand  of  arms  fell  into 
'  the  hands  of  the-yiotors.  Very  few  Americans  fell  in  the 
eonfliet,  hot  among  these  few  was  the  valuable  Colonel 
'Williams  of  South  Carolina.  *- 

This  success  was  a  ray  of  cheering  light,  through  the 
gloom  wtiich  had  long  overspread  the  South.  Gates  eora- 
mimented  the  gallant  warriors  of  King's  Mountain^in  the 
following  letter  s 

To  the  oJHect^  iummanAing  inth^  late  fbfeaJt  of  Ma^ 

HiLLSi?oaou€«,  October  12tb,  1780* 

«<  SlES, 

<<  T  received  this  morning  early,  the  very  agreea* 
**1)le  account  of  your,  victory  over  Major  Ferguson.  It 
^  gave  me,  and  every  friend  to  liberty^  and  fJhe  United 
'^  States,  infinite  satisfaction.  I  thank  yout  gentlemen*  and 
^  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  under  your  command,  ftr 
*^  vour  and  their  glorious  behaviour  in  that  ac*4ion.  The 
**  records  of  the  war  will  transmit  your  names  and  thd^s 
^  to  posterity,  with  the  Idkhest  honour  and  applause^  I 
'*  desire  you  will  acquaint  them  with  the  sense  I  entertain 
<<  of  the  grei^  service  they  have  done  th^  couatxy.    I  have 


*Mr  KnfroSTOV 

CHAP.   ^thkmmt^,^%9ptehlmKmmit^,immai^ 
^lYL      ««  eenee  of  it  to  CongreM.^ 

_  The  Aoiepieaii  CrOMrai  ww  bow  aoxiMs  aboot  the  ii*- 

■    "    f«ittl  of  the  prisoMrs*  who  wo«W«orvo  to  ret^ore  to  dioir 

A7M  ^^^^o^  BUi^f  valmbU  citiaEent  in  Che  onemy's  hoado^  He 
*  ^  mvo  orders  to  have  Ibeai  oonveyed  to  Flneattle  CmM- 
Boaser  Md  Chore  to  be  welt  aeeured.  Qat  Go? eraor  Jrfler- 
•00  thou^t  thai  fliBW  uqmiA)^  fron  ha  prosiaiiiy  to  tha 
friendaof  tbo  priBOBers^  and  other  eireniii«tan6e0«  They 
*  '  9rere«  therofi»ro9  ordered  to  other  parte  of  YirgiBia.  I »  dl> 
veot  oppoeition  to  the  positire  onlert  of  tiio  Ammeaa  Ge- 
BeraiK  eoatrary  to  erery  jaat  mUiiary  prhieiple%  oooirMy  to 
the  interest  of  the  Diiitod  States,  tmA  with  a  t«iideae>  imoI 
pemieioiis  to  the  Soiiltora  arm^t  seme  oAoers  of  tlie  Siortk 
^  Carolina  miUtia,  eoantenaaeod  and  efen  ordend  tlMi  e»* 
littmrnt  ^upwards  ofonohuodred  md  ftay4>ftheee^ 
sooers.  Theooitotrf,  had  already  suffered  too  narh  t^em 
tlie  treaohery  and  baseness  of  the  tories,  who  artfaHy  kitr»- 
dueed  themselves  into  the  Amerieao  militia*  to  saaeoM  hg 
authority  so  pemieious  a  measure.  Besides*  these  prisam- 
ers  oi^t  to  have  been  earefuHy  kepteoained ;  tobe  tried  hf 
the  biws  of  the  8tate  to  whieh  they  beloop^ed— w,  if  H  was 
thought  espedient,  to  be  exehani^  fw  Ameriean  militia^ 
prisoners  in  the  Moray's  hands.  Nor  had  the  military  or 
eivil  ofBoers  of  North  Car^ilnm  itay  authority  over  the  pri- 
soners of  King's  Mountain,  many  nf  whom  had  been  pon- 
aUntlyin  arms  against  thdr  oountfyt  sitiee  the  surrender 
of  Charleston.  Gates  eafled  the  attention  of  the  Beard  «f 
War  at  8alisbury»  to  tUs  improper  eonduet,  and  Colond 
Martin  Armstrong,  of  Surry  eounty,  in  North  Caralin% 
was  made  to  answer  for  the  U^srj  thns  done  to  the  Ame- 
fioan  eause.  IHio  prisoners  were  then  marehed  under  a 
Strong  guard  to  HUlsborongh,  and  tbenee  toVirgiitia* 

Another  eireumoianeo  Irad  before  taken  plaee»  still  of  a 
deeperdyOf  a  eironmstanee,  whiofa,  tholigh  provoked  by  the 
barbarities  of  tlie  Britisb.  and  by  the  previous  erimes  idT  the 
vietioist  ought  not  to  Imve  stained  the  laurels  fit  the  eon* 
qpierors  of  Ferguson.  HTen  of  the  prisoners,  known  as  ma- 
llgnaiit  enemiea.of  Ameriea*  and  eharged  with  having  fi»r> 
uited  their  lives  by  the  laws  sf  the  coufttrVf  were  hanged 
at  King's  Monntoin.  Lord  Com  wallis  wasloud  in  his  eon^ 
plaints  on  this  sal^f eot»  and  other  similar  eases.  '  'lliat  the 
vrar  should  wear  sueb  a  barbarous  aspeet,  was  deeply  to  be 
lamented.  But  Comwalfis  bad  given .  the  &ial  esample. 
Many  individuals  had  been  haiged  mnee  the  unfbrtnmit® 
afiUir  at  Cam^n,  beoause  fbund  in  anas  against  the  Bii* 
tish  after  reeelvhig  proleetions.  Lists  of  ejieontions  and 
bundngs  by  their  orders,  or  by  themselves,  were  found  fa 
the  poekets  of  slain  or  wounded  British  offieers.  Mo  won* 
der,  then,  that  sneh  wanton  severities  should  roose  to  a 
phreiugr  tto  rfaentmentofthe  iHonds  of  those  wbohad 


ittCAendK  and  «<MiiiiniiItttc  m  tMs  itetiifeil  u>u»fij!»  alt  (he  CHAP* 
ealamkiet  and  horrort  ineideiit  to  ei?il  war !  'Vkt  Ante-  XTI« 
i4eai>  OeaeraU  with  the  Mhle  Marioit  and  ethm,  exerted 
hhttsetf*  la  altaytng  finAetive  pav^lons,  and  hi  represring  *■■«*■■• 
TMenee  afid  bleedriied.  T^  the  President  of  CeHf^ms  be  »gg 
wrote,  when  transmittiag  the  repreBentattons  of  Comwal- 
lis  ;  <^  For  what  has  been  done  by  our  people  after  the  bat* 
^  tie  at  Ring^f  Mountain,  1  have  nothing  to  say.  It  is  my 
M  private  opit«lon,no  person  ooght  to  be  exeented«  but  afrer 
^  le^l  oontietion,  atid  by  nMer  of  the  supreme  eivil  oe 
^  military  authority,  in  the  d^iartRieni  wliere  the  dfcnee 
^  is  eommltted^  bnt  I  must  eoofrss  my  astonishmenf  at  Lord 
•*  Comwalthi  finding  Iholt  with  a  ernehy  he  and  his  ofleers 
^  are  eonllnnally  praettsing.  Tliis  is  erying  n^ne  ffrst.*^ 
INirelyf.  CSrates  had  already  written,  on  the  6th  of  Oetot' 
6er,  «*  It  is  time  some  determined  resohitibn  of  Congress^ 
«*  shottM  be  sent  to  Lord  Comrwattk,  to  restrtet  his  tyran* 
^  ideal  and  nhJusfiHaUe  proeeedings»^  In  effeet^  the  stea- 
dy adheveaeo  by  Congress-  to  their  solemn  deelaration  of 
tile  90th  October,  1778,  would  probably  have  bound  the  en» 
tfmy  to  a  strict  observance  of  the  usageii  of  eivilized  wai*« 
Another  proof  that  the  American  Commander  was  far  ^ 

firom  sanctioning  horrors  similar  to  those  oAcially  com* 
snitttA  by  the  Britidi,  is  foami  in  a  letter  which  he  wrotoy 
tfometimeslter  the  present  epoch,  from  SaHsbury,  to  t!ie 
BMrd  of  War  of  N.  Carolina :  <^  Unless  you  arrive  spee^ly  ^ 
^  here,  Gates  observed,  tiie  sadjeets  of  this  part  of  the 
^  State  are  in  a  fair  way  to  become  the  prey  of  a  set  of  baa* 
'«  ditti,  who,  under  preteiiee  of  siezing  the  tories,  commit 
^  the  m<>st  outrageous  violence  on  f^  iodiieriminately* 
^  l^less  diese  irreguhurkies  are  redeessed,  by  every 
•<  means  in  the  power  of  both  the  eivtt  and  military  autho- 
M  rity,  I  expect  nothing  but  anaivhy  will  prevail  til  aronirf 
«  us.  I  must  Mtreat  the  Board  will  be  vigilant  and  ener*> 
4*  getie.''  Had  Sir  H.  CKnton  made  it  optional  with  the 
kelderto  of  paroles  aad  protections,  to  ti^e  the  oath  of  al* 
iegiaaee  or  leave  the  State,  and  t»t  transmitted  them,  at 
we  h»re  seen,  Iq^  the  arbitral^  exerciso  of  power  iato  Bri^ 
lish  snfe^ts,  and  put  arms  m  thidr  hands  aeainst  th^ 
country,  all  these  evils  would  have  been  avoiM.  Exilo 
had  generally,  before  Miis  bloody  period,  been  the  penalty 
tmposed  on  the  ^saibeted,  by  die  authorities  under  the 
new  Ctovemment,  and  poliey»  as  well  as  humanity,  re- 
oommended  to  the  British  Genend  correspondent  modern* 
Hon.  But  he  had  assumed  the  titk  of  eehtpieror,  «nd  he 
prematurely  treated  enemies  as  tralorious  subjects. 

Besaminr  our  mirrative,  we  see,  after  the  defeat  «f  ?^f*^ 
Fergason,  Lord  ComwalKs  falUng  bask  to  Sooth  Caroli*  ^w^ 
aa.    From  violent  rains,  aod  want  of  provirions,  the  Bri-  bomigit 
lish  army  sniftered  eoosidenUily.    The  royal  militia  ren- 
iffjteA  the  most  important  smrviees,  and  wore  Fewar4ed  wtth 


Mt  ,BI9rOKT  OF 

CBkT.   abusite  kngimgef  md  even  Uom,  as  BrHUi 
XYL      themselves  testify.    On  the  «th  of  Oetdber,  the  hotcB^ 

army,  alter  ertsshig  the  wWe  river  Catairba,  wiAout  tm^ 

■  '     lestatiMy  reaebedl  Wyoasboroiigh,   a  Ikv^ufable  «t»tioB» 

i7M  within  snoporting  distaaee  beth.of  Gatnien  and  Niaeigr 
8ii,  At  Wynnsborott^,  Oomwallh  did  nat  ^riey  that  «■• 
ifiterrapfed  re^te,  with  ^  prospeet  of  wfatch  he  had 
fbndly  iattered  faioiMlf,  aad  his  wearif^  troops.  Mmmi 
and  Sumpter>  keenly  parsning  their  objeets,  mmi^  freqmest 
incarsioos  into  the  Territory,  whieh  the  enemy  oonsidfTed 
as  entirely  snbdiiedr  and  there  fed  ihb  iame  of  patHoda 
Tesistaaee.  Matron  emei^ing  from  Us  seeret  reaessea,  waA 
returning  to  them,  as  ^r«sttmstaaees  dineeled,  harrassed 
the  advanced  posts,  of  the  enemy,  and  his  foraging  mr 
Djarauding  parties,  East  of  Camden.  Sometimes  even  he 
crossed  the  Saniee,  interrupted  tJie  commuoieafion  wfA 
Charleston,  and  alarmed  the  smaU  posts  ta  its  viei^ly. 
Iiieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton  tias  di^tehed  with  his  legi- 
on to  discover  and  destroy  the  American  partiaaa.  TIM 
caution  and  vigiianoe  of  Marion,  eluded  both  his  wiks,  aed 
his'^uporior  fnree.  After  his  defeat,  on  the  18th  of  An- 
g^t^  Sumpter  had  reeruited  bis  broken  eorps^  and  agaHi 
atiached  himseif  lo  the  assailable  parts  of  the  Britishf 
s  :whieh  he  iiicessHntly  infested  and  hftrrpssed.  The  preseBl 
s(<ene  df  his  indefiitigable  oporalibns,  was  the  coantry  about 
the  Evoree,  Broad,  and  'lyger  rivers.  Major  Wenyai 
with  the  6Sd  regiment,  mounted,  and  40  men  of  Tarletoa'o 
legion  was  detached  in  pursuit  of  him  ;  and  reached  his 
em^mpment  on  the  Broad  Mver,  in  th^  night.  The  fire  of 
iui  American  piquet  disabled  .Wemyss  from  Airfher  aorioe : 
his  detachment  was  repulsed — and  retired  in  eooftisiiHii 
leaving  on  the  ground  their  eommandert^  and  twenty  flvo 
men*  Immediately  crossing  Broad  river,  Sumpiw  fonn* 
edajnnetion  with  Clarke  and  Bramrur,  intending  ioa^ 
4a<'k  Ninety  Six.  Alarmed  for  the  safet}'  of  that  postt 
I^rd  Comwallis  recalled  Tarleton,  with  the  light  traopSt 
from  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  State,  and  ordered  hint  to 
Biareh,  with  his  usual  celerity  in  pursuit  of  Sumpte^  TIm 
latter  was  overtaken,  near  the  banks  of  the  "J^ger,  advaa* 
tageously  posted  on  an  emmeaee  called  Blaekstodk^  HilU 
'  his  rear  and  part  of  his  right  flank  secured  by  the  rivery 
end  bis  left  covered  by  a  large  log  bam.  into  which  a  strong 
division  had  been  thrown,  with  directions  to  fire  tfarosdi 
the  apertures  between  the  lo^.  The  result  is  eootained  m 
e  letter  from  Gates  to  the  President  of  tkmgress,  dated, 
Camp  New  Providence,  15  miles  South  of  CharlettCt  No- 
vember 2Br  1780.    «<  (In  Monday  evening,  ^says  the  Ame« 

•  WemyM  had  deliberately  htmjir  Mr.  Cusack  in  Chef»w  districts 
Jiis  pocket  wvt  found  a  Ikat  of  houses  burnt  by  his  orders.*-Tet  Suinpter 
treated  him,  und  other  prisoners,  with  the  utmost  hlimtnity— rSce  ifac* 
keiuie*!  Strictures  on  f  trlctoB's  campaigns.) 


fiewdinanil^  Mgi^er  GeoMttl  Suiptor  had  a  shwp^ae-    CBAP. 
jUon  ^^th  a  burge  body  of  the  memy,  comiuaiided  by  Cc^     XVJL 
Bel  Tkrieton  at  Blaekstoek.    Aftel-  twiee  reptdsingr  tbe 
BriiUh,  he  remaloed'iBaAter  of  the  fields  where  93  of  tbe  «^bssks 
#iieiHy  lay  dead,  and  76  so  wounded  that  th^  ooahl  net  re-'     ^^^^ 
move  themselves.  But  a  eorps  de  rest^rrey  eonsisttng  of  9OO9 
with  artillery,  to  whkh  CoUnel  TurletuiQ  had  retreated,  xarictcmij 
being  bu^  a  smdii  distanee  from  the  place  of  aetion,  and  d^eated  by 
ni^it  coming  on,  our  people  proeeeded  iip  'Fyger  river*—  8uiiq;>tecw 
eur  loss  was  ^seven  kUled,  and  nine  wounded-^moog  the 
latter  is  General  Sampter,  but  not  'dangerously.     Major  - 
Money  is  said  to  have  died  of  his  wounds/'-^To  Sumpter^-  ' 
Gates  was  tenderly  attenlive-— promptly  forwarding  medieal 
aid*  and  with  anxiety  promoting  bis  reoovery.    For  seve- 
ral jttontbsy  however,  his  woand  intermpted  his  gaikmt  ea^ 
lieer*    The  applause  of  his  countrymen,  and  (he  gratitude 
af  Congress,  remunerated  his  zeal  aad  activity  in  reaaima^ 
iing  (he  drooping  spirits  of  his  countrymen.    Theeorres* 
pondence  of  General  Gates  evinces  the  high  esteem  ii|  « 

whieh  that  worthy  patriot  was  universally  held, 

Sueh,  tlien,  was  the  situation  of  the  two  armies  at  the 
end  of  the'eaiihpaign.  The  British  head  /  quarters  at 
Wynasborough ;  no  post  of  the  enemy  East  of  Georgetown, 
or  North  of  Camdeti— G<ites  had  suoeessively  moved  from 
Hillsborough  to  Salisbui^y,  and  thence  to  Chai*lotte.  An  ad«  , 
vaneed  post  was  established  at  New  Provldenee.  Tbo 
a4H*ps  under  Morgan,  Washington,  and  other  aetive  oflleers^ 
were  foraging  through  the  Waxhaws,  and  the  aiUa^ent 
eountry.  Stevens^  occupied  a  post  in  the  rear,  zealously 
amployed  inequippiog  and  disciplining  the  new  militia. 
At  Hillsborough,  Gates  had  prolonged  his  stay,  in  conse- 
quenee  of  an  incursiou  of  the  enemy  into  Virginia,  the  ob- 
ject and  the  eircuinstances  of  which,  we  shall  presently  re» 
late.  The  efforts  of  Gates  to  retrieve  the  misfortunes  of 
tbe  South,  both  before  and  after  the  iOth  of  August,  are 
wortlry  of  the  highest  commendation.  His  eye  pervaded 
at  once  all  tbe  deficieneies  and  wants  of  the  chaotic  force 
which  he  was  called  to  command.  Wherever  he  saw 
means  of  remedying  those  dcEcieneies,  and  of  supplying 
those  wants,  there  did  he  apply*  To  Congress,  to  the  Con- 
tinental Bo;ml  of  War,  to  Virginia,  to  North  Carolina,  he 
eiied  aloud  for  arms,  for  bread,  aad  other  supplies*  In- 
deed, bis  cry  was  sometimes  liai'sh.  Had  not  we  before  us 
the  whole  of  his^correspond^ice  during  that  arduotfH  peri- 
«fKl,  we  could  scarcely  figure  to  oursel?es  the  extent  mid  in- 
tricaey  of  his  diflleulties.  .  By  incorrect  intciligenee*  res* 

1    III      I     I         !■        ■■     ■■     III     ■  ■     ■ I      ■  ■■         ■  '   Jl  I  ■  II  ■      I        I  ■  ■        I  I    <fc 

*  The  deficiency  of  good  information  was  deplorable.  Gates  had  00 
gold,  and,  of  course,  Comwallu  had  the  advantagpe  of  him  as  to  spies.— At 
«iie  time,  a  French  fleet  app^trs^-^tt  another,  a  Spanish  fleet^again,  tbe  Al- 
Med  fiee^--3avaiitiah  is  taken— Comwallii  will  fall  back  to  Charleston,  8ce. 
Another  time,  he  Is  ^in;  to  cmt^ariL  at  Georgetown,  and  land  atCape4^ear. 


4i^  HMVomr  OP 

Xyi»  CiMwell  taefeet  Uie  neoeaawy  jiinetMmraiid  his  jrcquesl  of 
^^^^  prompt  soppertf  by  Ow  nunoar  et  the  appeanmee  of  a 
*""***  Kreoeii  fleet  m  the  ooast  of  South  CaroUtia,  to  iihieh  tbo 
j^jK^  '  emcfeiiteriiif;  ittoirenents  of  the  eiiemy  woi«  fts^-fted  ;  i^ 
^  hmigtt  I  anil  perhaps  1^  the  faeinatkm  of  the  rffit,  rkH^ 
vki,  of  €»sary  he  M^as  hurried  into  a  preDiatui*e  eonflict,  is 
vhieh  only  part  of  his  Jtrmy  properly  sapperted  kini.  1« 
the  (f^my  latenral  between  the  antortiMiale  affair  at  CasH 
4enf  and  the  tA  of  Deeember^  Gates  was  busily  employed 
in  repairing  the  eonsr%«ene6s  of  hid  fatal  precij^almi 
Few  are  the  Generate  who  eon  lose  a  battle  wif  hom  lo^hig 
their  popularity.  It  was  universally  acknowledged  that  A 
oertain  degree  of  bravery  and  diseipline  ia  troopa  brou^ 
to  aetioo,  is  indispensable  to  seeai*e  Tietory,  ami  thai  fho 
greater  part  of  the  men  arrayed  in  front  of  the  enemy,  m 
.the  16th  of  August^  unfortunately  wanted  tliat  reqnhdte ; 
but  the  prevalent  impreosion  was^  that  Gales  had  toe  nraeh 
relied  on  hfs  former  good  fortune,  and  ineantioosly  ad- 
Taneed  to  the  Sbe«  The  reasons  of  State  required  tliat  fho 
iEite  of  the  South  should  be  entrusted  to  a  General  fai^ 
possessing  the  eoitf  denee  of  tlie  soldiery  and  of  the  people 
at  large ;  and  as  from  the  unehangeable  nature  of  the  bo* 
Bum  mind<  popular  pr«^udiee  always  elings  to  On  vnfofi* 
tnnate  eomnmnder,  Congress  resolved  to  supersede  Gated 
An  enquiry  into  his  eonduct  was,  therefore^  direoied ;  and^ 
in  the  interim,  the  Commander  in  Chief  waa  requested  to 
appoint  his  sueeessor.*    This  resolution  was  adopted  on 


«»-0f  all  the  reports  made  to  Gates^  one  only  proved  true.— *Tbe  desigB  vf 
Clinton  to  send  a  division  to  Virginia  under  Leslie— Gates  remained  at  Uilla^ 
borough  on  that  account,  'till  very  late  in  the  year^-«nd  a  dctachmcal 
of  the  French  ieet  was  strongly  uiged. 

*  From  the  moment  c^f  hit  defeat^  Gates  anticipated  the  i88ue.-^4n  fah 
letter  to  the  President  of  Congi-css,  August  20th,  he  stated  the  authority 
of  a  Council  of  War  tor  an  engR|rcment,  thus  : 

**  It  ii  a  considerable  consolation  to  my  mind,  that  I  never  made  taf 
movement  of  importance,  or  took  »ny  considerable  measure,  witi.eut  ^ 
consent  and  approbation  of  all  the  general  officers  ;  and  particularly  in  the 
Bight  of  the  15th,  after  the  first  attack  of  the  enemy,  they  gave  their  una> 
aimous  opinkm  that  there  Was  no  retreating  Willi  safety^  and  that  a  bat* 
tie  must  be  fought  at  all  events.'' 

To  General  Caswell,  he  wrote^  August  33d : 
^        «*  While  I  contume  in  office,  I  will  exert  my  utmost  to  serve  the 

rublic  interest ;  but  as  importunate  Generals  are  most  eoramonly  recaBed^ 
expect  that  will  be  my  ease— -and  some  other  Continental  General  of 
rank  sent  in  my  place  to  command.  When  he  arrives,  I  shall  pvr  to  bin 
every  advice  dad  inrbrmation  inmypower.-^In  the  mean  timeyl  doubt  not 
sir,  watthe  candour  and  friendship  which  have  subsisted  between  us,  viU 
continue  (  and  that  }rou  are  infinitely  superior  to  the  utigenerous  custom 
of  the  many,  who,  without  benefiting  themselves,  constantly  hunt  down 
the  unfortunate" 

To  General  Washington,  August  SOth  a 
—         "  Anxious  ibr  thepubMc  good,  f  shall  continue  my  unwearied 
endeavours  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemy— to  reinstate  eur  affairs— rto 
recommence  i/l  offensive  w«r,  aad  reoovcr  all  our  lossesin  the  SoatLea 


<h*  Wli  of  Oofober,    It  was  eronndeil  on  a  former  resolVa*    CHAP. 
that  whoever  lost  a  post  should  be  sulrject  to  a  Court  of  Bo-      XV  L 

Btatei.    Batif  beifi}cunibrtiiiiate  is  solely  a  reatoil  sufficient  to  reaoftt       4ma 
me  from  commaiu},  Ishidl  most  cbeerfiilw  submit  to  the  orders  of  the        «▼'•' 
CoT>p^H8,  and  resl/ani  an  office,  few  Generals  would  be  anxious  to  possess— 
Jmd  where  the  utmost  skill  and  fortitude  are  so  subject  to  be  baffled  by 
the  diffioohiesy  which  must  for  a  time  sttfround  the  chief  in  command 
here." 

To  the  same — September  3d : 

— — —  *•  Tf  I  cun  yet  render  any  good  service  to  the  ITnited  States,  !l 
-will  be  nec6S*uuy  it  should  be  seen  that  I  have  the  support  aF  Gongpren 
and  your  Bxceliency.  Otherwise  some  men  may  tbink  they  please  my  su- 
periors by  blaminpf  me,  and  thun^ecommend  themselves  to  mvor ;  but  you 
sir,  will  be  too  orenerous  to  )end  your  ear  to  such  men,  if 'such  there  be— 
jsnd  will  shew  your  greatness  of  soul,  rather  by  protecting  than  slightinf*  i 

4he  unfortunate;  If,on  the  contrary,  I  am  not  stipported,  and  counteoftfioe 
13  given  to  every  one  w;ho  will  speak  disrespectfully  of  m^  it  will  be  bet- 
ter for  Congress  to  remove  me  at  once  from  a  command,  where  1  shall  be 
unable  to  render  them  any  services.  This,  sir,  I  submit  to  ymu*  candonr 
«id  honor,  and  ri\all  cheerfully  awnit  the  decision  of  my  superiors." 

From  Petersburg,  to  President  of  Conf^ess,  December  26. 

— —  •*  The  resolve  o.  that  honorable  body  (Congress)  for  removing 
me  from  the  Southern  command,  is,  I  perceive,  dated  the  Sth  of  October 
iMt  The  Sth,  General  Wohington  sent  me  the  enclosed  letter.  Thss  i 
cannot  but  meditate  upon,  as  his  Excellency,  in  that  letter,  has  so  fuUy, 
and  in  so  soldier  like  a  manner,  approved  of  every  measure  I  had  taken.-— 
It  also  excited  my  surprize,  that  General  Washington's  letter,  which  coil- 
4«iiis  such  secret  and  mtportant  matter,  shotdd  be  64  dm  in  coming  to 
my  handsy  and  with  evident  mock^of  having  been  opened  by  the  way." 
To  the  same — Fauquier  County,  Va.  Jan.  3,  1?81. 
■  •*  I  had  rto  official  information  of  my  removal  from  the  command  ^ 

•f  the  Southern  department,  previom  to  that  delH'ered  me  by  General 
Greene — it  surdy  could  not  have  been  the  inMntion  of  Conmss  to  have 
treated  me  in  so  illiberal  and  unceremonious  a  manner."— Then  he  men-  \ 

tiona  the  omission  of  his  name  in  the  thanks  to  the  array,  &c. 

He  urged  the  proposed  enquiiy — General  Washington  did  all  he  could 
tc  accelerate  it— persuaded  tnat  to  a  soldier,  the  most  painful  state  is  thus 
to  labour  under  implied  suspicion.  B^  a  subsequent  resolve.  Congress 
declared  that  "  thf^ir  directiiltr  hu  Enquiry,  October  5,  atid  an  officer  being 
np>  olKted  in  lus  room  until  the  Enquiry  should  be  made,  did  not  onerate 
as  a  suspension  of  General  Gates  from  his  command  in  the  line  of  the  ar- 
my at  large  as  a  Major  GeneratL  With  great  compliments  on  his  zeal, 
services,  &c.  and  hopes  that  the  confederacy  wotild  not  lose  so  merito- 
rious an  officer,  the  President  of  Congress  apprized  Gates  of  this;  bu 
inenting,  at  the  same  time,  *'  that  the  situation  or  public  affairs,  prevent^ 
cd  a  Court  of  Enquiry  from  beinff  speedily  held."— Catca  thought  he 
ouglit  to  act  under  tlie  stigma  laid  upon  him. 

The  Congress  seemed  to  have  dechned  the  ^  Enquiry,**  as  m*tch  as  Gates 
unred  it,  and  ought  to  have  urged  it.  In  efi'ect,  tliey  hiui  no  military  crime 
to  lay  to  his  charge — ^fi>r,even  his  precipitati<m  was  mostly  from  good  mo* 
tives— at  any  rate,  presumption  on  his  part  could  only  be  suajjec'eiL— — 
Would  not  it  have  been  better,  frankly  to  tell  him,  that  the  good  of  his 
country  required  a  new  General— tliat  although  misfortune  was  not  crimi- 
nality, yet  uie  popular  prejudice  was  too  strong — ^that  the  esteem  of  Con* 
gress  siill  attcnde<l  the  conaueror  at  Saratoga,  &c.  Candour  is  always  the 
best  policy,  in  ptiblic  as  well  as  in  private  affairs.  The  resolve  of  Con- 
gress had  a  tendency  to  di^piiit  every  General — (or  it  went  to  tins,  "  thsvt 
a  defeat  would  liencefbrth  be  a  military  crime;**  and  vith  respect  to 
Ga^es,  it  was  an  expoat/acUt  principle. 

General  Washington  acted  with  his  usual  magnanimity  in  this  afRiir.  He 
was  aboye  resentment.  Greene  had  dcclnred^'that  he  would  cheerfully 
ien'e  under  Gates :  upon  viewing  the  battle-ground,  he  again  expressed 
his  con\  iction,  that  Gates  had  done  all  he  couUL 

Gates  ouQtinaed  to  serve  the  common  cause  m  his  priyate  capicity— 
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^qulry*  Bat  ^fhb  did  not  properly  apply  to  a  defeat*  aad  m 
Gates  was  unaccused  of  any  military  orimet  he  Ikought 
himself  sacrificed.  In  the  thanks  returned  to  the  difTerent 
corps  of  the  army  that  had  distinguished  themsielves  on  tba 
16th  of  August,  his  name  was  totally  omitted,  though  the 
meritorious  ofBccrs  were  particularly  mentioned.  This 
deeply  wounded  his  spirit,  already  labouring  under  a  load 
of  public  and  piivate  distress.  His  only  son.  an  araiabie 
and  promising  youth,  had  jUst  been  torn  from  him  by 
death.  Nor  did  the  official  notification  of  his  recall  reach 
him,  before  the  arrival  of  General  Greeqe,  hisillustrioBS 
suceessor  at  Hillsborough.  The  dispatch  had  been  acei- 
dentally  retarded.  The  cup  of*6orrow  and  humiliation  o^ 
verflowed.  Tett  with  calm  dignity.  Gates  resigned  hii 
command  to  a  successor,  whose  ipilitary  qualities  and  pri- 
vate virtues,  he  sincerely  et^tcemed,  and  hy  whom  he  wns 
himself  deeply  respected.  On  the  2d  of  Decemlier.  the  ar* 
my  was  surrendered  into  the  hands  or  General  Greene, 
and  by  hiili  received,  with  manly  and  delicate  politeness. 
Greene  continued  the  standing  orders  of  his  predecessor; 
and  Gates,  after  thanking  the  army,  for  their  patient  lor- 
titude  during  a  period  of  trial,  and  expressing  ardent  hopes 
tliat  their  misfortunes  were  at  an  end,  and  victory  ap- 

tiroaching,  returned  to  the  tranquil  obscurity  of  private 
ife.  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  rememberii^ 
bis  former  services,  conscious  of  his  indefatigable  eflbrtSf 
and  ct^nvineed  that  his  error  had  originated  in  an  excess  of 
patriotic  and  military  ^al«  deserving  sympathy  and  not 
censure,  appointed  a  Committee  of  their  venerable  Body 
to  wait  on  the  vanquished  General,  as  he  passed  tbroogk 
Richmond,  and  ^*  to  assure  him  of  their  high  regard  and 
<<  esteem  ;  that  the  remembrance  of  bis  former  glorious 
«*  sei^ices  cpuld  not  be  obliterated  by  any  reverse  of  tbr- 
^<  tune;  but  that  ever  mindful  of  his  great  merit,  they 
*<  would  omit  no  opportunity  of  testifying  to  the  worid  the 
**  gratitude  which,  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  Yirginia^ 
**  owed  him  in  his  military  character.'* 

This  homage  of  the  fathers  of  the  State  to  fallen  merit* 
does  immortal  honour  to  their  candour  and  impartiality: 


The  returning^  justice  r»f  his  countnmen,  too  Utc  'ispelled  the  clmid.  !!• 
often  spcakfi  of  his  "  unhappy  private  home.**  He  8a>t,  Fetiruary  2, 17BU 
**  Public  good  has,  through  this  war,  been  my  pobr  atar.  My  povcrtj-  and 
mv  zeal  declare  it.  M>  enemies,  who  are  the  rich  and  cunning  bein^  of 
the  hour,  write  my  elegy  by  their  malice.  But,  m/contcrrr  mA»,  urOa  paBt- 
9ceir  culpa  .'»*_Whiie  on  this  subject,  it  is  perhaps  proper  to  rerruirk, 
that  Gates  waa  throughout  anriotialy  particular  in  communicating  inteltl- 
getice  lo  Genet  al  'Wa&ington — and  s'purped  the  charge  of  haying  ever  been 
negligent  in  fiilfilling  that  duty.  We  atite  ali  the  fiicts  in  our  knowledge, 
from  a  sense  ofjustice  to  the  memoir  of  the  unfortunate. 

Gates  was  vcrv  poor,  it  seems,  at  that  time.  He  writes,  Pebruan,  1781, 
**  Five  years  absence  from  my  farm,  with  otlier  untoward  circumstalTces, 
has  so  ruined  my  fortune,  that  I  am  ^oMtdto  pay  the  taxes  demand- 
ed of  roe  by  government.*' 


TIBOINU^  up 

it  exonerated  Republks,  as  far  as  Tirginia  was  eoveenied  CHAP. 
from  the  trite  charge  ofingratitade.    Burgojne  had  been      XYL 
deoied  the  presence  of  |>i§  soTereigp,     Gates  was  soothed,  _^^^^ 
in  hU  misfortune,  by  a  public  tesiioumy  of  thanks  and  es-  9=>="= 
teem.    The  Congress  themselves  ur^  bis  services  in  ano*      ^j ^q 
ther  station ;  but  that  delicacy  <*  which  felt  suspicion  as  a 
wound/'  forbade  his  acting  again  until  the  proposed  enquU 

S'  shoMid  have  restored  to  him  the  cpnfidepce  of  the  armv* 
elays  were  interposetl — and  the  great  scepes  of  the  Quuth- 
•m  wa|*  haJ  closed,  before  the  hero  of  Sar^tora  could  con-         * 
sistently  with  a  soldier's  principles,  resume  his  swords  ^nd 

father  frjesh  laurels.    Ipthen^odest  ^alk  of  private  Jjfey 
owever^  he  continued  tp  ^yfye  i^f^  ^HUtnr  of  |iis  ^9||ii- 
on^  witJIjL  unabated  zes^.  '        , 


aP 


cHJiPTER  xrm. 


ineurrion -qf  Leslie  intp  VirghUa^Bemwal  qfthe  Tro#pi 
of  C&nventionfrom  CharlattesroUU — Furlhir  ilemgns  ^ 
CoL  CUurke  against  Vetroit^Determinaiion  of  tht  £x» 
ecutive  in  regard  to  Hamilton  and  Hay — ConMbutiono 
of  Virginiaf  to  Uu  Continental  establishmtni-^Recom^ 
mendation  of  CongresSf  respecting  the  Western  lanio-^ 
State  of  the  Jforthem  army — ^ind  situation  of  CongresB 
m^^Mntinous  sfirit  of  same  regiments^^Pbmfor  gjMans  tm 
(Congress  co^cfcf-  powers-^^orUiem  eamfoign — Im 
JPayetle  retumsfrom  France — Jirnval  of  a  French  orw 
mament — Treason  of  General  •imolA^Cofiwrt  ef  Jlfis- 
jor  Andre — His  cotidemnation  and  death-^Other  etesds 
— Holland  becomes  a  parly  in  the  war^-^^rmed  netUraU^ 
ty--Mr*  Laurens  is  taken  by  the  British-^JMd  eotifined  in 
the  ioweriff  London.  ^ 

CHAP,        Early  in.  September,  intelligence  T^as  brongbt  to   Cien. 

'  XYll.  Gates  by  spies  and  deserters*  that  Lord  Comvailis  iotead* 
ed  imiiiediutely  to  eoibark  his  main  force  at  Georgel'owB 

^      I     "=•  for  Cape  Feiir^  and  had  pressed  from  Sir  iienry  Clinton  % 

reinroreement  to  take  possession  of  Portsmouth  in  Virgi- 

1780      i^j^^   ^Qj  establish  there  a  strong  post.    The  movements 

incunion  of  of  the  enemy  announced  a  contemplated  change  of^pl>siti« 

Leslie  into  qq  :  and  whether  Cornwallis  designed  to  jnaroh  into  North* 
irgima.       tJapoUna  by  land,  or  to  invade  that  State  by  water,  the^plaa 

OctV.SOth.  of  seizing  on  Portsmouth  for  the  puiposes  of  support  and 
efficient  co-operation,  when  the  m^in  army  should  aet  ia 
North  C^olina,  and  advance  iuto  Virginia,  was  bigblj 
probable.  In  effect,  the  delayed  arrival  of  the  second  di- 
vision  of  the  French  armament  rendered  it  scarcely  praeti* 
cable  to  attempt,  this  year,  any  thing  elTectual  against 
New- York,  and,  of  course,  put  it  in  Cliuton's  power  tode^ 
taeh  to  the  South  a  considerable  force.     General  Gate^ 

,  and  the  Governor  of  Virginia  communicated  to  Coagressy 

and  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  their  appn^hensions  from 
that  quarter.  A  naval  force  only  could  protect  the  Chea- 
I  sapeak  against  the  exiiectinl  incursion.    A  squadrop  of  the 

^  French  flcet*^  wintering  in  any  port  within  the  eapes  of 

Virginia,  vould  effectually  defeat  every  scheme  of  the 
enemy  ag:ain8t  that  State.  The  measure  was  scdicited— - 
and  the  convenience  and  security  of  the  harbours  of  the 
Commonwealth,  together  with  the  abundant  supplies  wbieh 
the  counties  on  the  navigable  waterii  were  able  to  furnishf 
afforded  a  ho|xe  th^  it  would  readily  be  cmbtniced.    In  tht 


TIBOIMIA.  «t» 

]iiemntlme,mgiiieenwero  employed  in  aseertftiningtlie  bast  C1iAP« 
meaus  of  proteetion  aninst  an  eventual  invader^  and  in     XYIL 
taking  the  soundings  or  the  principal  waters  of  the  Bay.  ^^^^^ 
I'his  task  ehiefly  devolved  on  Colonel  Senf^  whose  useftJ-  ■■=™""* 
Bess  Ckites  greatly  extols  in  his  military  eorrespondenoe.*  '  ^^^ 
General  Gates  continued  at  Hillsborough,  until  the  real 
idewB  of  the  enemy  should  more  folly  develope  themselves^ 
The   advance  of  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Charlotte  Indieated 
4me  part  of  their  plan ;  and  the  intelligenee  which  Goverh- 
ar  Jefierson  received,  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  Octo- 
ber,   completed  the  certitode  of  thdr  extensive  views  of 
aoaquest.    A  British  fleet  had  just  appeared  in  the  Bay» 
It  eoDsisted  of  transports,  under  the  proteetion  of  the  Ro« 
Xialousof40  guns,  the  Blonde  of  30,the  Delight  sloop  of  16» 
'a  ^  gna  ship  of  the  too  !amous  John  Goodrich^  and  two 
Mw^gallies,  the  whole  commander ^  by  Commodore  Gayton^ 
The  droops  on  board  amounted  to  about  8,000,  some  of    ""'  ^\ 
them  cavalry.     General  Leslie  was  at  their  head.     Kfght  1 

kundred  of  these  troqifi  were  landed  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Portsmouth^  and  some  more  on  the  Bay-side  of  Princess-  \ 

▲nnc.  On  the  twenty  tiiird,  one  thousand  infktntry  wera 
put  on  shore  at  New'-Ports-NeWs^  and  immediaitely  took 
possession  of  Ham  pton.  Soon,  however^  they  concentrated 
their  forces  in  and  about  Portsmouth,  wliere  they  began  ta 
fbrtify  themselves.  Their  highest  post  was  Suffolk— and 
they  oeeupiod  the  narrow  and  defensible  path  betweea 
Nansemond-Riyer  and  the  Dismal  Swamp,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  country  below  from  being  entered  by  the  Americans* 
From  their  movements,  it  was  easy  lo  conclude  that  they 
had  come  with  an  expectation  of  meeting  with  Lord  Com^ 
wallis  on  tbe  borders  of  North- Carolina  and  Yirginia-o 
that  his  precipilaie  retreat,  occasioned  as  we  have  seen  by 
the  fall  of  Ferguson,  had  left  them  without  a  concerted  or 
definite  oiigect,  and  that  they  were  waiting  for  further  or* 
ders.  Apprized  by  the  news  papers,  and  by  some  of  the  in« 
habitants,  of  the  retrogade  movement  of  Cornwallis,  Uiey 
sent  one  of  their  vessels  to  Charleston.  At  the  same  time, 
they  f^ve  out  that,  after  drawing  the  force  of  the  State  to 
Suffolk,  they  meant  to  go  ta  Baltimore.  The  following 
eircurostance  placed  their  real  object  beyond  all  tloubt.^ 
A  person,  of  suspicious  appearance,  endeavouring  to  pasa 
threugli  the  country  from  Portsmouth  towards  North  Ca- 
rolina, was  apprebendeil.  and  a  proposal  made  to  search 
him.  He  readily  consented  to  be  searched,  but  at  the  samo 
time,  was  observed  to  put  his  hand  intu  IxU  pocket,  and  car- 
ty  something  towards  liis  mouth,  as  if  it  were  a  quid  of  to- 
oacco.    This  was  examined,  and  found  to  be  a  letter,  writ* 


•  Colonel  Koscfaiusko,  since  so  celebrated  by  his  patriotio,  thoupfc  apk> 
^ccessiUl  eflfbrts  in  his  natm  Polaod,  came,  alioat  ttiia  ume,  tQ  the  Soutt)^ 
em  tamy,  as  engioeer. 


m^  HUT€KT  0P 

CHAF.  ton  im  tillu^jittptnf^M  i^  JBgoUbmlf«IU»,ndillmit 
XY IL     ^ed  at  eMk  eail*  a»  us  iMt  to  he  Iwger  ihtm  m  fO<we>niitf> 
TheftMJO^cdif^yrftiiitttotten 

^^gH  ^^  IV»  £<r^  CtonwNrfW ft 

T  t^re  hkttk  here  n^r  «  week^  ettablisMii^  • 
yest«  I  mvote  to  yda  lo  Charlestiin,  and  Inr  awHher  iae»> 
•enger  figr  land.  I  eailbot  bear  with  eeriunty  when  y«« 
ans  1  wait  ymr  orders.  The  bearet*  h  to  be  baBdiatoa*< 
ly  rewaHedy  if  be  bftegk  ttra  say  Mte  or  auu4B  from  y«i^ 
liordsh^*  A.  Lk 

JRortivtdiili^  VifgimUhJ^Memlber^  1780* 

This  disMy6f7  v^riBed  the  eoTi|e<$taff«  that  Leslie  m^^ 
meted  i^  meet  with  Lord  Conrvrallis  m  Virgittia»  or  aew 
its  Sovthera  borders* 

Upon  the  Arst  appearaniee  of  this  hostile  foree^  the  Bx^ 
tmtidvent  Yirginiay  eotteoled  to  oppose  it,  as  h^tff^  a  liodf 
•f  men  as  tln^y  eould  atm.  It  wan  to  the  Oot^moi*  ant 
erery  torer  of  tiis  eoitntl^^  a  subject  of  de^p  and  l^eea  i 
tlAearion,  to  thfaik,  that  a  pro^de  able  and  ^alous  to  < 
4end  with  the  enemy*  should  be  redueed  to  fold  their  av 
Ibr  want  of  defrndve  weapons*  These  were  a^^sdn,  and 
isere  loudly  than  ever,  stdieited  fhim  Omgress  and  th6 
Continental  Board  of  War.  As  to  aids  of  men*  Vii^iiiii 
asked  for  nonet  knowioi;  that  if  the  iatedetttehmentaof  tha 
enemy  had  made  it  safe  for  General  Washington  to  spasw 
aids  of  that  kind,  he  would  not  await  her  applieatioa.  To 
this  new  objret  however,  to  divert  a  eonsicferable  part  «l 
Ae  reinfbreeitients  destiftied  for  €reneral  Gates,  the  fix^ 
«eiitive  calted  to  the  eommand  of  their  fbrees  Ctenendi 
Weedon  and  Muhlenburg  of  tbe  line,  and  NHson  and  Ste- 
irens  of  the  militia.  General  Nelson  made  every  a^certK 
on  in  his  power  to  eoHeet  the  milhia  of  the  lower  eoumies^ 
and  secure,  at  least,  tbe  important  pass  at  the  Greil 
Bridfce.  The  alarm  of  the  inhabitants,  whose  first  eara 
was  to  seenre  their  wives,  ehildren,  and  moveable  proper- 
ty, toi^ether  with  want  of  arms,  remtered  his  eflToKs in«£* 
feotnal.  In  calling  out  th^  militia,  the  Exeeativo  prop^u 
.  ]y  omit  ted  (hose  e4Hinties,from  wbieh  Ckttes  might  eonve^ 
Biently  draw  aids  of  men,  slionld  events  require  saeh 
draughts  f-and  likewise  tlie  counties  exposed  by  their  si- 
tnation  to  the  inroads  and  depredations  of  the  fbe.  Gene- 
ral Lawson,  a  brave  \  irginian,  ivho  bdield  with  indigmmt 
sorrow  the  State  of  South  Carolina  in  possession  of  an  ia- 
soltinganderuel  enemy,  and  whose  inhred  ardour  for  fama 
the  noble  example  of  Marion  and  Sumpter  bad  ^ill  iah 
creased,  was  then  raising  a  volunteer  corps,  with  a  view  to 
march  to  South  Carolina,  and  asnst  in  driving  tlie  Brifilh 
fcroes  back  inia  Charlestoii,     Fhs  httiidr«d  bold  aad 


TISOINIJL  Mi 

iOlPHlM^di  MmAi  (if  BlMVty  iMRl  unMd  idM^  CHAK 

ard^     Thpir  aM  WM  Mw  MH«(i  in  deflsMoe  sf  thdr  inifi?«    XYIL 
6tard.     8Cevefi9»  too.  wtif  tvreMring  ijo  mimnh  to  Vitfgttift 
^th  a  deta^hmeiit  fin^m  the  Southeim  Army*  when,  upM  ^"^a** 
the  netntii  4ir  the  vesi^l  <H§tmtehei*4||  Charleatoii^  Leslio  »»      g^gg  ^ 
bntidon^l  Portsmouth.     Oti  th«  22Dd  of  NovMibor^  Mo 
Meel^d  fVom  (hi^  Capes  of  Vf r^lifia  for  Sooth  CaHiUna^  KorV.  l^. 
Wherti  ho  roiftfofood  LoihI  Corotvallfs.    Tho  ooaduoi  of 
thfo  deiai'hrfioott  whlht  In  Vlr|iphhi,  wai  an  honoiwaUeox* 
e^ti^^o  to  that  i^rodatorir  svst^ni  wliieb  sootned  now  to  bo 
the  only  ohjo^t  ot  tho  British  io  continuing  the  Mr«r«    ThO 
mor^  san|»uine  their  hopes  of  conquest  became^  the  ftioro 
^bvimis  was  the  polley  of  sparing  what  they  expootod  wonU  . 
Ooon  he  thefr  own*    •<  1  rtiust^''  6ayd  Goternor  Jeflferdo% 
In  a  letter  to  General  Washtn^on,  dated,  ^  IhHrenibor  !M| 
««  1780,  do  thHr  General  and  CottimahdH^  the  jrstioe  to  ob^ 
^  serte,  that  in  every  case  to  which  their  atletttioit  and  itt» 
<«  fluen^^  omilfl  reach,  as  ikf  as  f  hftre  been  well  iafbmied# 
^  their  conduct  was  Such  as  does  them  the  greatest  bononi% 
«  In  the  few  instances  of  wanton  and  onneeesBary  dovai» 
<*  tation«  they  punislieft  the  a$n?resior«.*'    Without  oaqoi* 
Yin^hOw  fhir  the  motiire  above  stated,  and  tbeftmMssof 
the  Kxecutive  in  the  ease  of  Hamilton,  viight  contramto 
to  this  moderation  on  the  patt  of  the  British  leaders,  tho 
hi^oHan  records  with  pieasore,  this  gtorious  dilation  ' 
from  a  mode  of  warfare,  which  all  menkiod  mnst  abboTh 
The  British  left  Iheir  works  at  Portsmouth  uofiniAed  and 
tindestroyed.— «Great  nunt9>ers  of  negroes,  who  had  |6^iM» 
over  to  them  were  left  behind,  either  fk*om  choice  or  ffoM 
Want  of  ship  room.-^The  greatest  injury  resdlthig  fi^m 
this  invasion  was  the  loss  of  a  large  quantity  of  catiJe  ooU 
leoteil  in  the  lower  counties  fbr  the  u^  of  the  Southern  Mt. 
my,  and  seited  by  the  enemy  immediately  after  their  de- 
barkation.   This  expedition  of  Leslie,  rather  accelerated 
than  retarded  the  reinforeements  destined  for  Gen.  Ckitea» 
With  other  troops,  they  had  been  collected  by  Mnblea^ 
burg,  at  the  head  of  Pagan-Creek,  and  by  Nelson,  on  the 
North  side  of  James  river. 

Another  result  oPthis  incursion  of  the  enemy,  wast^  Removilof 
removal  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  under  the  Coni^ention  of  ^c^«?- 
Saratoga,  from  Charlottesville.     It  was  impossible,  as  tionftoin* 
long  as  they  remained  in  Virginia,  to  prevent  the  hostile  Cbadottes- 
tirmyfrom  beinpf  reinforced  by  nnmeroua  desertions  from  ^^®* 
this  corps ;  and  this  expectation  was  one  among  the  pro- 
bable causes  of  ibe  pr^ent  movement  of  the  enemy.  Should 
a  rescue  of  them  be  attempted,  the  partial  disafleotion 
which  bad  of  late  been  discovered,  and  the  almost  total 
want  of  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  welk^sposed  citizeOt» 
rendered  the  success  of  soch  an  enterprizo  by  no  meant 
desperate.    The  fear  of  this,  and  the  dangerons  eonvnhj- 
<NB8  to  whidi  snth  an  attend  woald  expose  Yir|pttlaf  dl- 


4«l  HZ6*P0RT  OF 

CHAP.  Tertdl  the  altentimi  of  a  very  considerabfe  part  of  tlie  nri* 
JXYIL    litia  of  the  State,  Crom  an  opposition  to  an  inradiiig  enemy. 
^^^^^  —Colonel  James  Wood  now  superintended  Ihe  gnar^  of 
^■^^'■'■*  tbe  prisoners*      That  amiable  and  jperif orious  oficea% 
±799      bad  ji^en  to  the  Exe&ative  as  well  as  to  those  under  faia 
^eharpce,  the  most  perfect  satisfaction — uniting  mitdacflo 
and  Uberality  wit)i  all  the  eantions  which  the  nature  of  his 
task  required;     It  was  principally  owing  to  his  prudenee 
and  good  temper,  thnt  the  difficulties  of  a  period,  during 
which,  it  was  found  necessary  to  substitute  the  iBour  of  In- 
dian eoFB,  for  that  of  wheat,  in  the  diet  of  the  prisoners^ 
and  to  abridge  former  indulju^nces,  were  passed  overal* 
0otf^.  3$.      most  without  a  murmur.     An  ortler  was  now  issued  to  him 
to  take  immediate  measures  for  removing  the  troops  of 
Conrention  to  Fort  Frederick,  in  Maryland.      Governor 
8.  Lee  of  that  State,  was  requested  to  make  ample  prepa« 
rations  fbr  their  reception.    They  were  marched  in  two 
divisions.   As  the  whole  danger  of  desertion  to  the  enenij  ,* 
awT  of  correspondence  with  the  disaffected  in  the  Soutfaeni 
counties,  was  only  from  the  Briti^ht  Colonel  Wood  was  ad- 
vised to  move  them  in  the  first  division,  and  to  leave  the 
GeHnans,  from  whom  no  apprehensions  were  entertained 
on  either  head,  in  their  present  situation,  Vntil  a  sufficient 
number  of  barraeks  should  be  erected  at  Fort  Frederick. 
TtTiis  momentary  separation,  dictated  by  a  regard  to  the' 
comfbrt  of  the  prisoners,  could  not,  it  was  supposed  by  the 
Executive,  be  rationally  deemed  to  infringe  the  Conventi- 
on  at  Saratoga.    The  British  were  accordin^y  marefaedy 
on  the  20th  of  November,  crossed  the  Blue-ridge  at  Roek* 
•  fish  Gap,  and  proceeded  along  the  adjacent  valley.    Tlie 
Qermans  continued  longer  at  CharlofteBville.    Alexandria 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  place  to  which  flsig  vessels,  on  mat- 
ters connected  vrith  either  division  of  these  troops,  should 
henceforth  repair.f 
Fnrthfr  de-      The  Hannibal  of  the  Vest,  Colonel  G.  Rogers  Clarke^ 
G^^ci^'  was  now  in  Richmond,  urging  from  the  Exeeufive  supplies 
•^instDc*  of  men.  arms,  and  other  implements  of  war,  for  the  exe- 
troit.  cation  of  his  grand  and  favorite  plan  against  Detroit,  The 

tfttccmbo-,    '•c*^s<«*«  iti  favor  of  that  expedition  were,  at  this  time,  moro 
numerous  and  more  powerful  than  ever.     The  enemy  had 


•  Tlie  fears  of  Hie  ExecvitSve  on  this  head,  were  not  iU-^unded.  On 
tlie  9tb  of  November,  some  deserters  were  taken,  belot^ing  to  the  Bri«. 
tish  Convention  troops.  Tbey  liad  found  means  to  get  to  Portsmouth,  and 
were,  wlien  apprehended,  70  or  80  miles  on  their  w&y  back  to  the  4>mp* 
lacka.    The^  were  passing  under  tbe  guise  of  deserters  from  Leslie. 

t  Returns  of  the  troops  of  Convention  at  different  times  : 
1777.    Oct.  17th— 4,671,  rank  and  file ;  bv  Gen.  Bureoyne  to  Gen.  Gates. 

1779.  Aug.  Ist— 2,354,  do.  by  Gen.  PhiUps  toCol/liiuaie. 

1780.  Mjirch  11— 2,937,    .,       dc^       ?  u«  «  i  «'     t* 
1780.    May  21st- 2,190,            dJl       ^  by  General  HamiTton. 

If.  B.    Partiftl  exehanges,  deaths,  dcBtolions,  &c.  bad  taken  placft. 


9L  large  wmj  in  the  South  ;  tliey  expeeled  &«••  fiiHbtff   CSI AF 
reinforeements  ;  aad  theh*  deterimiifttiea  evklently  wm*  to     XYIL 
direel  to  that  quarter,  the  chief  weight  of  their  fature  ex-     ' 
ertioBs.     The  regi^ar  force  proposed  hy  the  Southern  de-    '^  '        " 

Eirtment  to  eouateraet  those  exertions,  was  such*  either     478(1 
om  the  real  or  supposed  iaability  of  Ihe  States  that  com- 
posed it,  as  to  allow  no  very  sanguine  hope  that  it  might 
be  ^ffectuaL    It  was,  therefore,  to  be  expeeied  that  the 
seene  of  war  would  soon  be  either  iu  Virginia,  or  near  ita 
borders,  and  that  the  Stale  must  ehicHy  depend  on  the  mi* 
litia  for  defence.     It  was  .expedient  then,  to  l^eep  as  great 
a  proi>artion  of  the  people  as  possible,  free  to  act  agiunst 
an  Eastern  or  Southern  invader.  In  the  mean  time  a  com* 
binatiofi  was  forming  in  the  West,  which,  if  not  diverted^ 
would  necessarily  call  (hither  a  principal  and  most  valua« 
ble  part  of  the  Virginian  militia.    From  intelligence  late- 
ly obtained*  the  Executive  had  reason  toQxpeet  that  a  con- 
federacy of  British  and  Indians,  to  the  number  of  2000,  was 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  destruction   and 
dismay  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  back  settlements, 
in  (be  ensuing  spring.     Should  this  take  place,  Yirffinia 
must  certainly  lose,  in  the  South,  iJl  aids  of  militia  from 
beyond  the  Uiue-ridge,  besides  the  inhabitants  who  would 
fall  a  saerifie43,  in  the  course  of  the  Savage  irruptions.-— 
There  seemed  to  be  hot  one  method  of  preventing  this  ; 
which  was  to  give  the  Western  enemy  empl^rvment  in  their 
«wa  country.    The  regular  force  Colonel  Clarke  already 
had,  with  a  proper  draught  from  the  militia  beyond  the  . 
Allegbanyy  s^nd  that  of  three  or  four  of  the  most  northern 
eaunties,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  that  enterpiizing  officer, 
be  adequate  to  the  reduction  of  l<ort  Detroit ;  and  he  as- 
signed  the  most  plauiiible  reasons  for  that  opinion.    The 
XUeeutive  of  Virginia,  therefore,  determined  to  undertalfie 
the  proposed  expedition,  and  to  commit  it  to  the  direction 
of  the  gallant  Clarke.  Whether  the  enterprize  should  be  at 
Continental  or  State  expence,  they  left  to  be  decided  here- 
after by  Congress,  in  whose  justice  they  reposed  unlimited 
eonftdence.     An  the  mean  time  they  asked  the  loan  of  such 
necessaries*  as  being  already  at  Fort  Pitt,  would  save  time 
anu  an  Immense  expence  of  transportation.    The  articles 
tims  borroweil,-  the  Executive  pledged  tlfcmselves  identi- 
taHy,  or  speeificaliy  to  return.    General  Washington  wae 
aoUeited  to  issue  an  order  to  the  Commandant  at  Fort  Pitt 


*  The  reader  win  i^  doubt  enquire,  what  the  brave  Clarke  required  for 
Ills  meditated  expedition.  We  therefore,  subjoin  his  list 
♦  Four  field  pieces,  (6  pounders.)  3,000 balls  suited  to  them.  1  mortar. 
3,000  sheUs  suited  to  it.  2  howitzers.  Grape  shot,  with  the  necessary 
ijnplcments  for  the  above.  1,00Q  spades.  200  pick-axes.  1  travelling"  forg^e. 
tome  boats  ready  made.  Some  ship -carpenter's  tools.  Persons  proper  to 
^"^itk  the  mortar,  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  State^-^kS  Clarke  bad  none  such, 
•nd  none  could  be  had  in  Virjj;inia. 
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bfetUtfdfiir  until  erersrtiaffg^dwbottUhp  in  rmAl9em 
ftr  Iho  oat^miplf^tA  #otorpri9e»  af(«r  wliii^li  Oier^  mhM 
toM4M||»r«ftMrb^g  waiitadatibe^bavepl^mr  It 
v»»  hopad  tba  Comwf^n^r  in  Chief  would  find  Mmseif  j««f 
tilUd  im  ImlJBg  Vtrginifi  tibis  ^  wiUiout  ftWf4il«8  IM 
tlieoi  oTm  iHpiaie»tim  ei^ewherf^  fts  sii«li  4  defoy  nwU 
raidar  the  vfMferiaUig  aWiive*  by  poftpooiiig  iU  exreiit 
taoDtt  Uuibraakiiig  u^  «l'tb»it«e  m  the  t^et.  tuid^pMP 
dettUy  ef  Ibe  fiiveumbb)  eieet«  whieh  n  inieeaB^ful  MMitf 
prioe  aipdwt  Uetmt»  niMt  prediiee  to  tb^  VeUed  UMbi 
bi  9M^ni»  by  lA^oriog  trsinquiUty  t^  the  frwijer  of  tbt 
Sif^rthem  paru  ef  the  Uniem  md  by  Ifft^iQf  tl»i  Wetteci 
wOitia  at  liberty  te  aid  their  Seaibera  bretbrro*  Mieibit 
aaasideratien  eatitled  tbit  reqiiesl  to  immediate  Md  eb#eV'> 
f«l  oompliaaee*  Virginia  bad  rendered  4he  like  eervjoe  t# 
the  States,  wbeoaver  detiredf  and  almost  to  the  abedbitf 
cxbaiMtitre  of  her  own  magaaiaes.  The  Mippliaa  af  ffdli^ 
tary  staree  furnished  bj  her  to  I*  art  Pitt  If  se}f»  to  the  Noribr 
en  army^  aad,  most  of  aVU  to  the  Soulbem,  vere  vtH 
koown  to  tbe  Commaader  ia  Chief*  Wiih  sai^pme 
hopes*  thereforet  Clolonel  Clarke  fupraitfid  the  aaower  af 
fjreaerai  Washiogtoo,  impalieBtly  awiaas  to  enter  apaa  aa 
aaterpriaey  the  suceesa  of  whiob  wrould  erown  bis  ynAm 
aad  his  tame.  The  hostilities  broa^t^  immedialely  aAcr 
tfaia»  into  tbe  very  heart  of  the  State,  aad  soiae  other  ti^ 
enaistanees  abieb  will  be  adverted  to,  anibrtiniaf ely  ap^ 
fissed  its  eneeutioo*  Ooee  more*  tbe  hanly  warrior,  Ihoagb 
ipaaliag  after  the  destnictioo  of  the  foe  in  his  boaeted  dlap 
ilel,  was  obliged  toeoafine  himself  to  defensire  operatioas. 
But*  before  Ms  return  to  the  West,  we  wUl  se^  him  diifdayr 
iag  his  UBeonquerabls  spirit  against  tbe  parrieide  ^iiaUb 
aa  the  hanks  of  James-river. 

This  year,  in  conformity  with  regnlations  to  that  effeetf 
ttie  prisoners  of  wm*  in  Virginia,  were  delivered  apto  the 
Continental  commissary,  except  Goyeraor  Hamilton  aad 
Major  Hay.  The  inHuence  of  Hamilton  with  the  Indian^ 
his  activity,  and  malignant  zeal  against  America,  and  the 
tto  less  malignant  sub^rvieucy  of  his  satellite.  Hay,  to  all 
his  bloody  prefects,  had  induced  tbe  people  of  Kentucky  to 
aend  to  the  seat^goveraaient,  a  deputation  far  the  special 
|Mirpose  oi  requesting  that  these  two  prisoners,  who  bsl 
ansoleatly  threateneU  them  with  implacable  vengeaac^ 
should  pot  be  liberated.     The  Exeeative  bad  proaiMcd  apt 


*  The  ratification  of  the  Confederation  had  been  rested  on  the  ccsaim 
^y  yirginia,  of  part  of  her  chum  to  the  Union  ;  and  it  Was  belicred  thii 
cession  woujd  be  made,  as  it  really  was  aflerwarda,  to  a  greater  extent, 
perhaps,  than  policy  required.— Far,  therefore,  fit)iB  obtruding  an  impio- 
per  request  in  this  case,  the  Executive  mic^t  property  h^ore  daoio^ 
that  the  expedition  should  be  wholly  at  Continental  exp^noe. 


|#|Mt  i«Nkthei)ii«    loMtAiwt  P^tom)  Dttlra7iBmi,ai4    C9AR 
^  Gmp  t0  tbe  i^nfortiiogto  Bavon  de  KsiIIk  eane  to  Rich-     Xy^L 
Qi^Bil^  I|ii  parole,  witU  ao  oQer  from  Lord  Bswdoiiy  to  ex<  _,__^__ 
#kmigfl  him  ^r  Painiltop.    Col^neji  I'owIob  was  permit'  flPBOBB 
*o4  to  vi^t  V^i|ii4f  iil^wlse  qu  Ips  parole^  with  a  similar      ^g^gn 
Mfppflitfon  io  reapeot  to  binfiteify  yery'fCroBgly  utged  by    .  ^^^ 
MOM^aJ  PiiiUips.    The^e  aod  other  oYortores,  did  not  les* 
9f^u  ift  tb^  QpiauMi  of  the  Exeetitive»  tbe^  importanee  of  re^ 
t^jttifig  IjlaipiltOQf  and  hit  worthy  eompper.    One  eircam- 
f^j^aei  iodaf^  would  haiveproeured  the  release  of  these 
Briaffaerf^we  mean  thd  absolute  impraeitieabitity  of  esta* 
hl^Uingli  earicl  without  the  eoaseiit  of  the  States  to  stibniit 
tboif  ^eparat^  prisomers  to  its  obi]giition«-io  this  ease  Yir* 

goia  would  haTO  yieldod  Ha«iltOQ  and  Hayt  rather  thaa 
»aia  otvHiuilo  to  a  general  good.  Upona  r^reseatati* 
#li»  lm^e%er,  by  Goloael  Towks,  that  an  indalgeoee  to  Go- 
Vioro^r  ^miUoo  and  his  friend  to  go  to  New- York  on  pa- 
^6f  fo«M  sroduee  the  bappirtt  e&et  on  the  situation  of 
I4i6  Amerie^n  prisoners  on  Loiig-Islaad^  ipieExeentivethus 
'fii^  relaxed  from  their  determinatioii*  RocheUavey  tbe 
Ibrpn^  Governor  of  Kasicaskias,  had  long  before  brokea 
hh  pcuroliB,  and  ma4^  good  his  escape  to  New- York. 

Whatever  h^  a  tendo^sy  to  shed  light  on  the  ritoalion  rf  contribati. 
Tiff^oi^  in  those  eritical  times,  and  to  shew  in  what  re    ona  oi  virl 
latlon  ^hie  stood  to  the  eonfederaey^  by  Uiose  aids  whieh  giaia  to  the 
lieirreiourees  enabled  )ier  tofai*i4sh  against  the  oomfnone*-  ^Jli^l!?^^ 
ilfiinyfeaiiAotlail  of  interesting  the  Amerioanrei^r.    We»  ^^^^ 
Iheeefore^  subjoin  several  doeuments,  Tbieh»  when  sui>- 
jveyed  by  a  eomprebensive  eye»  m^^y  afford  a  satisfkelor^ 
;view  of  the  efforu  aod  of  the  State  ^f  the  Commonwealth^ 
^cing  ft  period  of  diftcalty,  ha^^cd*  aod  lassitude,  but  of 
ItfMibittcd  pati^isui  ill  tho  )>ody  of  the  pei^le,  aod  the 
rules  of  tfieiv  choice. 

.    The  Governor  of  Virginiaf  to  the  President  of  CongreM. 

<^  Biclimond,  July  27, 1780. 
U  Sir— -According  to  the  desii*6  of  Congress,  expressed 
in  their  resolution  of  the  17th  ult.  1  shall  endeavour  to  in- 
form them  what  has  been  done  bj  tliis  St;ite,  in  eonsequeuco 
fS  the  several  resolutions  there  reVerred  to. 

T^e  Assembiyf  ot  tli^ir^ession  in  may 
1770(bein$»  the  1st  after  the  recommea- 
dation  of  ft&irch  9,)  de^rous  not  only  of 
fjumishing  their  quota  of  tiH>ops  then 
wanting*  hvA  of  providing  permanent 
means  for  keeping  up  the  same  by  vplun^ 
tary  enlistmenis,  passed  an  act  for  up* 

{loiotiuga  recruiting  officer  to  be  rt'siclciit 
n   every  eotuity,   whose   occupation  it 
should  be'  eonsVuitly  U  endeavour  to  eOf^ 
'5G. 


1779  I 
March  9.  >  mencU 
lion  to  the  States,  to 
domplete  tWr  rci- 
fmcuvt  qttsta»  of  ^0 
Dattalioos. 


«6 
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xvn. 


irst 


1780  7  U.  States 
Feb.  9  >  to  furnish 
.  their  respective  defi- 
ciencies   of    35,211 
nen,  on  or  before  the 
1st  of  April. 

Maym  TheUnl 
ted  Sutes  to  forward 
i&eir  quotasof  tzo#pa 
to  Join  the  Continen- 
tafanny. 


Ibty  witbhi  liis  eomrty,  soIAers  4#  sene 
durine  the  war.    Tliat  the  officer  Hught 
be  inoustrious,  he  was  allowed  a  j^renu- 
ttinofl50  paper  dollars,  then  wort^  if 
1-  2  hard  dollars,  for  every  man  he  «&• 
Ksted :  that  the  people  withia  the  oo«i- 
ty  might  eneourage  the  reerultiiig  aer- 
tice^  thej^  were  to  have  credit,  in  any  f«« 
tare  draughts,  for  all  the  men  ik^r  r^ 
craiting  officer  shoald  Vaise  ;  and  evety 
soldier  was  to  receive  750  p^per  dollars^ 
then  equal  to  62  t-2  hard  dollars^  the 
advantage  of  lading  out  his  paper  in  Ike 
public  store  at  the  hard  money  priee% 
and  the  other  usual  donations  of  clothei 
and  lands.  These  encouragements,  howe- 
ver, did  not  fully  answer  onr  expeetatioDt. 
The  Assembly  therefore,  at  their  next 
Session,  in  0(*tober  1779,  took  sapple- 
raentary  measures  for  raising  their  quota 
by  cndeavouriHg  to  re-enlls^  for  the  war 
their  soldiers,   whose  time   of  servieo 
would  expire  within  the  ensuing  year. 
This  essay  also  failed  to  produce  onr  quo- 
ta of  men,  even  as  settl^  in  the  resoin* 
tion  of  Februai^  9, 1780.    'Jlie  Exeett- 
live  therefore,  immediately  ordered  tte 
whole  of  their  troops,  which  had  been  re- 
served for  the  particular  defence  of  the 
State,  to  join  the  Continental  army  to 
the  Southward.    That  some  idea  may  be 
fhrmt^d  of  the  proportion  of  their  qoota 
which  this  addition  effeeted,  I  l>eg  leave 
to  refer  yon  to  the  enclosed  statement 
No.  1*  made  out  from  the  returns  there- 
in referred  to,  which  have  been  made  to 
me  ;  their  dates  being  from  October  15, 
1779,  to  March  5, 1780,  except  as  to  the 
8tate«troops  ordered  into  service  at  a- 
bove,  whose  numbers  are  entered,  as 
they  marched  the  2d  of  May  ft>llowing. 
— ^To  these  may  be  added  somefhing  up- 
wards of  500  new  recruits  then  engaged 
for  the  war ;  of  whom  no  return  having 
been  rcgtiarly  made,  they  are  not  enter- 
ed.   The  Assembly,  which  met  in  May 
of  the  present  year,  passed  one  act  tw 
sending  2,500  militia  into  the  fit*Jd,whieh 
has  been  carried  into  eicecution  ;  and  an- 
other for  raising  by  way  of  draught,  one 
liftecnth  of  the  whole  numbei*  of  our  ai*^ 


VIRGINIiu 


♦«f 


1779  >U.Statet 
May  21.  V  caUed 
ibra  tax  of  845^000, 
0OO,  in  ad£ti(m  to 
what  -wuB  called  for 
on  th  e  2d  JannAry,  to 
be  paid  1st  January 
next. 


September  13. 
Circular  letter,  a- 
SDon^  other  tbin^ 
stating*  the  necessity 
of  paying  into  the 
CkMitinental  treasury 
the  mooies  caHed 
lor,  and  of  adopting 
measures  to  bring 
tbeii:  respective  quo. 
taa  ot'trcx^s  into  the 
&ki^  early  next  cam- 
paigti,  &  provide  the 
supplies  necessary  in 
tlie  course  of  it. 


1779 
October  6—7. 
U.  States  to  collect 
and  pay  into  theOon- 
tiBentai  Trea»ur}% 
thek*  repectire  quo- 
tas of  815,000,000, 
aoAthly,  from  Janu- 
W»  inclusive,  to  Oc- 
tober. 

1779 
October  9. 
Circular  le  ter,  ur- 
^ng  tlic  necessity  of 
punctual  payment  of 
the  quotas. 

1780 
Kiirchltl 
Sufidry  r^AQliitions 
for  caUing  in  the 
bills  in  circiijrtilm, 
*Jttd  emittifig  n«'W 
>illsonccrU^\f«iiiJb. 


Ihia,  wUeh,  after  all  probaUe  dedneti- 
onty  tbey  eoant  upon  as  MOO  men.-— 
These  are  to  serve  as  regulars,  'dll  De« 
eember  Sly  1781,  and  wilt  be  rendez- 
voused about  the  last  of  the  ensuing 
month. 

*  By  the  resolution  of  January  «d«  Tirgi* 
nia  wa»  to  pay  for  the  year  1779, 

8^400,000—1.790,009 
For  the  year  17Bl.-l,O0O,0OO~  300,000 
By  the  resolution*^ 

ofMayStstfWe  f 

were  to  pay  be-  S'7,2OO,OOO«-d,10O,OOO 

tween  Feb.  Ist,  | 

and  October  1st  J 

^StollU}     8^0,600,000—1.3,180,000 

<  I  beg  le^ve  to  refbr  you  to  incfosed  No. 
'2,*  a  very  iniperfeet  state  of  our  disburse- 

ments  for  the  Continent. ;  whenever4be 
books  of  our  Auditors  shall  be  put  under 
a  proper  eourse  of  examination,  many  o- 
ther  articles  of  expenditure  for  the  Coa« 
tfnent  will,  doubtless,  be  found,  whieh 
have  eseaped  the  present  hasty  exami- 
nation. By  this  sketch,  itam>cars  iliat 
we  have  answered  for  the   OoiKinent^ 

sinee  May  31,  1779,  L4,44H»^^  13^ 

2l.H,681.368  d.6.  There  are  still  out 
considerable  warrants,  which  we  have 
assumed-— some  of  tliem  partly  unpaid^- 
some  wholly  so.  « 

<  The  assembly  was  sitting  wheti  the  re. 
solution  of  October  6-7  came  to  hand — 
passed  acts  for  increasing  the  public  tax- 
es, and  for  liorrowing  money,  to  order  to 
enable  the  State  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quisition of  Congress.  The  subsequent 
resolutions,  however,  of  March  18, 1780, 
as  to  the  same  money*  having  rendered 
it  necessary  for  the  Assembly  to  nmke  il 
corresponding  clinnge  in  tlieir  measure9t 
they  passed  at  their  late  ses^iion,  an  acf« 
whieh  1  transmit  to  Congresii,  (this  was 
an  act  for  calling  in  and  redeeming  the 
Stale's  quota  of  g20O.00O,000,  emitted 
by  Congress,  &C.)  assuring  them  at  tMe 
same  time,  that  the  mbment  I  can  i^eeivo 
authentic  information,  f¥Ait  Hve  other 
St;ite9  shall  have  acceded  to  the  rcsolati- 
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1780 
M^y  19.  • 
*11ie  State  frornK 
|I<anfMhif  e  to  Virgin 
nia.  inoLueive,  to  pay 
Into  the  Continental 
Ti^Akury  10,000,000 
ofdoliksiAdOdayg. 


t)ccemb<*p  ^\. 


)  Ms  of  Mafdi-18tii>  abactsluai  be  pnt 
inta  a  ooime  of  exMslipn. 

«  Tbi0  requiniiMi  Miild  not  be  eMiplied 
^th  .in  pent  of  iitiie^  ibr  reaseiis  b^eee 
expliuMd  le.  >otip  l^xeelleooj.    On.  the 
SOlh  of  Joney  17A0«.  we  <seBt  ob  in  m^oej 
aid  bille  Sk^^^e9  S-iBU     We  ant  mill 
to  send  on  SM^^^O  1-9^  to  make  ap  oiff 
wh^e  quota  ef  SSi»95i,200,  unleas  the 
refteiution  of  June  17*  tras  orami  lo  ap- 
propriate tbis  requisitioD  to  the  miUta* 
ry  efaest  in  the  Somhenideparfmeot.— 
There  is  no  other  balance  due  from  this 
Slate,  wherecm  tbait  resolution  ean  c^e- 
rate^as  vtU^bepereeived  hf  my  dieer* 
vations  on  tlie  resolutions  of  May  21.  On 
this  head  1  pray  iastruetions  fimn  Con- 
gress. 

<  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  stale  with  as^ 


ikUMrar«»Peniis\  l^a 
nia.  New  Jersey  and 
Connecticut,  to  fUr- 
niali  certain  quanti- 
fies ot  flour  aafi  Corn 
by  the  lot  of  April. 


1780 
February  25. 
.    United  States  to 
fiimisli  their  respec* 
Hive  quotas  of  speci- 
'l)o  supplies  mention- 
ed. 
mareliing   to  the 


vi^inia,  Maryland,  ouraey^  wh^t  is  done  towards  famishing 
these  suppti^i.  Gxietisire  orders  fanT6 
from  time  to  Un^  been  given  out,  wbieb 
have  been  earned,  and  arestHI  enrrying 
into  exeeatioD  $  hut  no  returns  are  made 
whieh  enable  me  to  say  what  is^  precise* 
ly  done.  On  the  reeeipt  of  the  reeoluti?- 
lion  of  Deeember  ti,  noliee  was  givea  IS 
tlie  Continental  Quarter  Master,  that 
we  should  be  ready  to  give  him  ordecs 
for  ibe  grain  whieb  was  then  coming  in, 
under  an  act  of  assemlily  that  had  laid  a 
specific  tax  on  gl»ain.  What  could  be  tlie 
amount  of  thiA  was  not  then  known.  We 
find  now  that  what  we  allotted  to  Conti- 
nental use  amounted  to  about  90,009 
bushels  of  short  forage.  PaK  of  this  had 
been  received,  and  the  rest  we  are  eel- 
leeting  for  the  Continental  Quarter  Mas- 
ter and  Commissary,  to  the  posts  recora- 
, mended  by  General  Washington.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  counted  in  part  of  the  sutise- 
quent  requisitions  of  February  25th. 
L^rge  orders  are  out  for  the  purchase  of 
tieeves.  Considerable  qnatftities  of  spe- 
ciilcs  have*  been  furnished  to  the  troops 
Southward.    Our  emleavnurs,  indeed, 


bave  been  rouoh  disappointed  by  Uie  insuffieieney  of  our 
revenues  to  answer  these,  and  the  calk  foumoncy  for  other 
•purposes.  Onr  ultimate  dependenoe  for  supplying  defiei- 
enees  in  the  articles  of  meat,  flour,  salt,  short  C»inigey  an< 
rum,  is  on  an  act  of  the  Legislature  herewith  transmitted. 


yiBGINIA.  r        4M 

A  speeifi^  Ux  in  tobacco  is  pyabfo  on  di^  5iit  December    CHAF 
next,     or  this  about  df735  hogsheads  were  appropriated  '^  XVII 
as  m  fund  whereon  to  borrow  money,  under  the  calls  of  Con*  ^__^_. 
gross  of  Octdber  6  and  7, 1779.    But  another  provision  fiar  •■■■** 
tiiis  beini;  made  by  the  act  to  which  I  hate  before  referre^t  .  f  7^ 
these    tobaccos  remain  unappropriated,  and,  of  eourse» 
fre^  to  be  applied  by  the  Assembly,  aeeording  to  the  requi* 
sitions  of  I-  cMruary  25.    They  wiH  haye  brought  in,  under 
the  sisine  speoifio  tax,  as  much  as  would  make  up^ibe  re- 
aidue  requires!.    Whether  they  may  think  proper  todiange 
the  appropriation  of  it  for  this  purpose,  or  how  otherwise 
they  will  furnish  it,  is  for  them  to  detef mioe^ 

<  It  wotuld  havegiTen  me  gi^eat  pleasure,  to  hwebeen  n* 
..  ble  to  shew  Congress  that  all  their  roquisitions  had  been 
eomplied  in  tliis  State,  with  regularity  in  time,  quantity,, 
and  every  other  eireumstanee.    It  will,  doubtless  oeeurr 
that  seme  of  the  requisitions  were  difficult  in  their  nature ; 
that  others  were  new  in  experiment }  and  all  of  them  on 
as  laf^e  a  scale  as  the  peo]^e  think  themselves  equal  to. 
^  In  States  nvore  compact,  experiments,  though  new  and 
diflleult,  are  made  with  promptitude  ;  their  defects  soon 
Aisooverfd  and  readily  supplied.    In  those  of  greater  ex- 
tent, they  are  carried  into  execution  with  less  vigour  and 
fmnctoalicy ;  and  the  time  for  complying  with  a  requisiti- 
on,   expires  frequently  before  it  is  discovered  that  the 
means  provided,  were  defective.    The  time  necessai^  f#r 
convening  the  Legislature  of  sudi  a  fiiate,  adds  to  the  tar* 
diness  of  the  remedy  ;  and  the  measure  itsdf,  is  so  infft 
pressrve  on  the  meml>ers«  as  to  discourage  the  attempting  , 
it  bat  on  the  last  emergencies.    These  and  other  eonside« 
rations  will  readily  oceur  to  Congress  $  and  will  refer  to 
their  true  cause,  any  inaccuracies  which  may  Iiave  liappen- 
ed  in  the  execution  of  their  desires.^ 
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♦  JVU  «.  Beftmi  to  in  ihefar^ng-^C^age  WtJ 

Monies  aaiwered  fbr  the  ContiDetity  from  May  %Xf  1779^  to 

July  19^  1780. 


5 

6 


qUABTER-MASTEE'S  DEFAHTMENT. 


Charies  Pettett 
William  Finoie 
Gtoorge  Elliott 
StoTen  Soothall 
tiressit  Davies 
Richard  Toong 


ft94,eoo 

760,000 
755,000—18  8. 
196,M5e 

10,800 

10^000 


705,000 
173,200 
460>000 


COMMISSARY'S. 
7  Chaloaor  &  White  .        .        *        . 
S  Robert  Forsyth        .... 
0  Ephraam  Blair         .        . 

OTHERPUHPOSES. 

10  Ambrose  Gordon,  to  reeniit    - 

Baylor^s  Regiment       ... 
il  John  White  &  Joseph  Gray,  by 

warrant  Feb.  12,  for  George 
18  Joseph  Carleton,  P.  M.  Bdard  of  War 
15  Jonathan  Burrell,  Asst.  P.  M.  General 

14  Maj.  Galvan  in  part  of  warrant, 

B.  Harrison  .... 

15  Ditto  ^  order  on  Sheriff  of  Norfolk 

16  Different  omeers,  to  subsist  militia  on  1 

their  march  to  the  Southward         j 

17  Brig.  €ten.  Stevens  for  military  chest 

18  DaSel  Call,  to  purchase  horses  for       ") 

Washington  &  White    ...    J 

19  William  Claiborne  for  ditto    - 

50  Miles  Seldon  for  ditto    • 

51  Commissioners  in  the  several  counties,  "^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

for  ditto,  (not  exactly  known)— about  J  ^*'"w 


20,000 

90,000 

80,000 
5,000 

1 5,000 

5,000 

29,890 
125,000 

28,808 

5,000 
52,50d 


4404,440—15  $. 
5180,000 


Amount  of  the  requisitions  of  Congress 

Overpaid  2  4081,568  1-6         -         -         I.  1224,440  18  ^. 


4S2  BOBTOBTOF 

CHAP.       Th»djU  Tirginia  besr  widi  al%crity her  fUU  #UaM rf 
XYIL     the  etamon  burthen.    A  new  and  ioiuieMe  saeriliee  was 

' reserved  for  her.    The  femonBtnuiee  ol'  her  L^islaluiCt 

¥=^'^^^  respeetiDg  her  "Western  lands^  had  been  r^rfcrred  to  »  ap^ 

1790      ^^  Committee  of  Congress.    On  the  report  of  that  C<«- 

inittee»  a  rosolatioa  wa«  vmp^  reoojiuiiemiiw  U  to  piieh 

,  filiates  as  hiMl  umppropiWed  lands  ia  the  WeM^  t* 


datioaof  guch  laws,  and  give  t4>  thqur  Pelegates  sueh  powers,  as 
^^^^'^H^I^L  might  effeetuall^  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  the  final  ra- 
thl^v^!^  tifieattoa  uf  the  abides  oi*  eoolederatioa.  Tbenssent  of 
Marjlaad  to  that  soleuui  conipact^  was,  at  the  same  tias«^ 


»  Seper.  6.  most  earnestly  urged*  At  the  commeneemept  of  Oetober» 
^  aaotbcsr  resaiutioo  announced  that  the  ceded  Territoriss 
shottUI  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit  oi  the  Uai^ 
'.-'•to  he  settled  and  formed  into  distinct  repubJiean  Stali^ 
— ^Ne^ir  York  gave  the  example  of  the  long  wished  for  A^- 
native ;  and  the  expedienoj  of  a  similar  oession  on  the  part 
of  Virginia,  now  gradually  gained  gronndf  even  with  the 
most  sttenuous  advocates  of  her  elaiias*  They  reflaeted 
on  that  eiUeat  of  Territory  which  is  most  favourable  to  tl^ 
purpi^ie^  of  vjgprous  government ;  on  the  difficult  and  prf- 
carious  tenure  of  the  Illinois  country,  at  a  time,  when  war 
threatened  the  very  heart  of  JLhe  State  $  and,  especially,  on 
the  importance  of  drawing  more  closely  together  theeom- 
ponent  parts  of  the  confederacy,  by  the  final  asseat  of  all 
to  an  instrument,  which^  notwithstanding  its  many  uapac- 
'  fections,  was  considered  as  the  rock  of  American  salvation. 

— ^T^iBse  and  other  influential  coasiderationi^  fiurtMDd  their 
way  into  the  minds  of  the  pcQ|)le  <4' Virginia  $  and,  joined 
with  their  noble  devotedness  to  the  common  good,  prepare^ 
the  generous  cession  of  the  lands  West  of  Ohio,  irbich  it 
will  soon  be  our  task  to  record. 
State  of  the  If  from  the  Disasters  in  the  South,  we  turn  our.  eyes  if 
^Jj^»«ra  the  state  of  the  Northern  army,  in  178CU  we  find  the  pros- 
]ieet  there  scarcely  less  gloomy  and  ^la^jning*  The  ope- 
rations of  Gener4U  Washington  were  cran^^  by  eiol^c^ 
rassments,  -which  did  not  allow  him  to  undei*take  any  thing 
against  New  York,  although  the  severity  of  the  winter  ^ 

E rived  that  City  of  the  advantages  of  an  insular  situation 
y  making  rivers  and  cv^  arms  of  tbe  sea  passable  uffm 
the  iee.  The  numbers  in  and  about  Morristowa  were  not 
adequate  to  a  decisive  blow  ;  and,  bad  they  been  so»  their 
distresses  from  an  almost  total  want  of  necessaries,  would 
have  paralyzed  their  strength.  Among  the  various  con- 
junctures of  peril  and  difficulty,  which  had  arisen  in  the 
course  of  the  revolution,  none  oould  be  Angled  out  more 
truly  critical  than  the  pi*esent.  The  army  threatened  with 
an  immediate  alternative  of  disbanding,  or  living  on  tre€ 
quarter— the  national  Treasury  empty— the  public  credit 
exhausted — ^nay,  Uie  private  credit  of  purchasing  agents 
employed  as  far  as  it  would  bear — Congress  eonil»Iuining 


tmy. 


«f  the  extortion  of  the  people — the  people  of  the  ImproTi-    CHAP, 
deocte  of  Congress — and  the  army  of  both. — The  affairs  of     XVIL 
tlie  Union  inquiring  I  he  most  mature  and  systematie  mea- 
litres,  and  (he  urgency  of  oeoMsions  admitting  only  of  mo-  • 

in«*ntary  e^Lptnlients — and  these  expedients  generating  new  ^mq 
ditfieulties — Congress,  from  a  defect  of  adequate  States- 
men, likely  to  fall  into  wrong  measures,  and,  from  fmpo- 
tency,  unahle  to  enforee  right  ones — reeommt-nding  plans 
to  the  several  States  for  execution,  i^nd  the  States  sepa- 
ra(eh  »rejudging  the  ex|>ediency  of  sueh  plans — whereby 
the  same  distrust  oFconeurrtnt  exertions  that  had  damped 
the  di*dour  of  patriotic  individuals,  must  pniduee  the  bame 
effei'ts  among  the  States  themselves — an  «dd  system  of  fi« 
Banee  discartied*  as  incompetent  to  the  public*  necessities-i- 
mn  untried  and 'precarious  one  substit  uteti — and  a  total  stag- 
Bation  in  pro«$|ieet  between  the  end  of  the  tormer  and  the 
operation  of  the  latter.  As  things  stood.  noUiinj^  ai»|iarent- 
ly  eou^d  save  America,  but  vigorous  measures  in  the  t:>tates 
to  collect  the  old  monf},  and  establish  funcls  lor  the  credit 
of  the  n^w ;  and  let  ihcm  be  ever  so  expt-ditiuus  in  promo-  « 

ting  the  proposed  seiieme  of  fmanee,  still  the  intermediate 
distress  to  the  army,  and  hindrance  to  public  aflTuirs,  was  a 
melancholy  subject  of  reflection.  I'he  draughts  on  the 
Slates  for  the  unpaid  requisitions  aiforded  only  a  t'cehle  and 
partial  relief,  as  the  discharge  of  sums  due  from  the  pur- 
eiiasing  de|iartments,  absorbed  a  great  proportion  uf  them. 
As  soon  as  these  draughts  amounted  to  the  whole  of  fhe 
monthly  requisitions,  up  to  the  end  of  Mtireh.  they  eniirely 
eeasetl,  aceoiHiing  to  the  new  scheme  of  finance  ;  and  the 
only  reliance  of  Congress,  was  on  the  new  emissions,  la 
tills  crisis,  the  l^gishiture  of  (  onnei'ticut  gave  a  noble  ex- 
ample. They  took  the  most  efii(  lent  nieattures  to  supply 
their  quotas  of  money  and  specifics  ;  and  a  bod\  of  the 
principal  niei*ehants  of  t  hat  State,  associated  for  supporting 
the  ereilit  of  the  new-papi^r,  and  for  that  purpose,  in  a 
public  address,  pledged  their  faith'to  the  Assembly,  to  sell 
their  tnerchandize  on  the  same  terms  for  it  as  for  specie. 
But  this  patriotic  zeal  was  not  extensively  imitated.  As  to 
specifii-  supplies,  thev  rendered  indeed,  much  less  money 
Beeessarvy  than  would  otherwise  have  been  wanted ;  but 
tlie  distresses  of  the  army' were  so  pressing,  and  the  exerti- 
ons of  the  States  so  far  from  unanimous,  that  they  could 
Bot  afford  relief  in  time,  and  to  the  extent  required.    Be- 

•  See  the  resolution  of  October,  1779,  for  not  iwuing  beyond  200,000,000 
.  •f  dollars  ;  and  that  of  the  ISlh  of  Murch,  1780.  for  'calling  in  those 
300,000,000  of  dollars  (old  emi^sir>ns)  a»  the  rate  of  20  fo«-  1— eminingf 
then  10,000,000  of  new  bills,  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six  years,  and  to 
bear  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  8cc  &c.  Sec  also  the  scaW  of  depreci  »tioa 
formed  bvCongress^  to  apply  to  Loan-Office  certi6catfs--whicn  reduced 
^  priacipal  tS  loans  from  46^59,235  dollars^  to  ll,0S^,S7^  doUuv* 

3JH 
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CBAP«   stdesy  m  the  MMty  of  the  people  to  coin^  wUli  tiM  peett* 

XVIL     tiiarv  requMitions,  was  derived  from  the  sale  ef  their  ems- 

,       moditiest  it  was  very  evident,  that  a  demand  on  tkem  lor 

■■■^=^=*  the  latter^  must  make  I  he  former  propoKiooally  more  dift* 

17^0      ^^  ^''^  defective.   The  situation  ol  the  Congress  bail  mow 

aodergone  a  total  eh.inf^.     80  long  as  they  exereiaed  Iht 

Andsittuti*  ^'^^'^t^^  power  ufeuiitting  money  on  the  eredil  of  their 

on  of  Con- "  oonstiluents,  they  had  the  whole  wealth  and  resoarees  of  tliA 

grets.  Continent  within  their  oommand,  and  eonld  go  on  with 

their  affairs  independently,  and  as  they  pleased.  Knee  tha 

resolution  passed  for  shutting  the  pi*oss,  this  power  had 

been  eniirely  given  up,  and  they  were,  at  present,  as  do* 

^  pendent  on  the  States,  as  the  King  of  Enghind  on  his  PteH- 

ament.    They  would  Jieither  enlkt,  pay,  nor  feed  a  smgte 

soldier,   nor  execute  any  other  purpose,  unless  adequate 

means  were  first  placed  in  their  hands.     Should  the  Le^i* 

latures  of  the  several  States,  not  be  sufReiently  attentive  ta 

this  change  of  oircumstanees,  it  was  obvious  that  the  peli* 

tical  machine  must  suffer  a  material  derangement,  or  r»» 

ther  eome  to  a  total  stop.     Of  this  the  state  of  the  arny 

already  presented  a  melancholy  proof.    Every  week,  nr 

rather  every  day,  brought  to  Congress  a  lamentable  piotaro 

fi*om  Head- Quarters.    The  troops  were  a  ^-eat  part  of 

their  time  on  short  allowauee,  and  sometimes  without  any 

allowance  at  all,  and  constantly  depending  on  the  preeari- 

Mutinous      ous  fruits  of  momentary  ex|)edients.     General  Washingioa 

^'e  rLi.    f<>tind  it  extremely  difficult  to  repress  the  mutinous  spirK 

mentt.     '    engendered  by  hunger  and  want  of  pay.  All  his  endeavoara 

eould  not  prevent  the  actual  .eruption  of  thatspirh  in  twa 

Connecticut  regiments,  who  assembled  on  the  parade  witli 

their  arms,  and  resolved  to  return  home,  or  to  satisfy  thieir 

hunger  by  the  force  of  the  bayonet     It  was,  in  this  orinsy 

that  the  patriotic  ladies  jsf  Philadelphia  and  other  plaeos, 

made,  for  the  n^lief  of  the  suffering  tiefenders  of  their 

eountpy,  those  generous  contributions  to  which  we  have  ai- 

Inded  in  a  fonner  part  of  this  narrative.    The  oj^ent  aMr- 

chants  of  that  city  also  subscribed  (•  3«000,00a,  the  inime* 

diateobject  of  which  was  to  procure  and  transport  to  tlio 

army,  3,000,0ti0.000  of  rations,  and  300  Hhds.  of  roni. 

For  the  security  and  indemnification  of  the  sobseriberty. 

Congress  pledget*  the  faith  of  the  United  ^taies,  andagreeA 

to  deposit  bills  of  exchange  in  Europe,  to  the  amouat  off 

1.150,000  sterling,  which  were  not,  however,  to  be  BiaAi 

use  of,  unless  other  means  of  discharging  the  debt  sboulil 

prove  inadequate. 

The  wily  foe  beheld  with  secret  exultation  tlus  distresa 
and  its  e£feets  ;  nor  did  he  leave  unessayed  any  of  thow 
arts  which  he  thought  calculated  to  increase  disetmtent, 
and  produce  the  entire  dissolution  of  the  army.  Printett 
papers  were  circulated  m  the  Amerioan  eomp,  exa^;era* 
ting  the  miseries  of  the  troops,  inviting  them  to  quit  their 
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fhrir  rtalfrienis,  ike  BHifilk,  «4ko  umiA 
.receive  Ihem  iDttk  ojien  anmr,  akA  kindi^f  farghe  their  er- 
trorM.     Gold,  abyudanee  of  evei^  thing  that  is  desirable  to 
•oliKerst  and«  if  they  riiouM  not  ohuse  to  bear  aroit,  the  U- 
hei*tj  of  disposing  of  themselves  as  they  pleased*  were  In- 
ndiottaljr  oflfered.    Vain  attempt!    Hunger  and  nakedness 
were,  4iideedy  intolerable  to  the  American  soldiers,  beeause 
intolerable  to  men  4  but  Iheir  love  of  .eountry^  and  their 
attachmeat  to  a  General*  whose  eonstant  solicitude  and 
«fibrl8  to  relieve  their  wants,  they  well  knew*  deCealed  tha 
kopea  of  the  enemy*  and  dispelled  the  fears  of  Congress 
rrtittt  Body  had  again  adopted  the  expedient  of  sencHng  a 
Committpe  of  their  own  members  to  the  eamp  of  the 
mfua    armyt   with    ample   powers,  in  eoneert  with    the 
Commander  in  Chief  and  the  tiearlsor  Ihe  l>epartments^ 
to  reform  the  various  abuses  which  had  crept  into  thi 
imUitary  system,   and   to   make   such    arrangements   aft 
would  guard  against  a  relapse  into  them.    In  calculate 
JBI^   the  diiBeulfies  whieh  America  had  to  overcome  to 
arrive   at  Independence,   poHterity  will    not   forget   th6 
want    of  peoaniary  funds,   ami    of  energetic   and   ade- 
quate systems  for  the  supply  oflarge  armies* — ^Formidable 
as  ber  enemies  were  hy  their  bravery,  their  discipline^  thei# 
BMUibers,  she  had  less  to^fear  from  their  arm<t«  than  froia 
want  of  regularity  and  compactness  in  the  disposal  of  he# 
own  means^  and  from  the  absenee  of  a  controlling  powe^ 
and  (Mioreive  authority  in  Congress  over  the  States,  sufflcleni 
to  compel  obedienee  to  requisitions  for  men,  money,  and 
ioppliesy  apiwitioned  agreeable  to  the  rules  already  esta- 
Ibmhed.    These  defects,  which  ultimatelv  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  preseat  form  of  government  for  the  union*  were 
even  then   elearly  per^ived*  and  sensibly  felt.     Wl^eiit 
early  in  1781 9  the  confederation  of  (he  American  Slates 
was  eompleted  by  the  assent  of  Maryland,  an  eiTort  wait 
Bsade  to  apply  the  proper  remedy  liy  arming  Congress  witb 
eoereive  powers.    By  the  idth  article  of  the  eonfeilera-* 
tioa,  a  Gener^  and  implied  power  was.  indeed,  vested  in 
Coarress,  assembled  to  enforce  and  carry  into  efft>t^t  all  the 
arti^es  of  the  said  confederation,  against  any  of  the  Statee 
whioh  shottld  refuse  or  neglect  te  abide  by  ttie  determino^ 
tiona  of  a  majdrity  of  tbemt  or  shouM  otherwise  violate  any 
of  the  said  artieles ;  bat  no  determinate  and  partieular 
provisions  was  made  for  that  purpose.    It  was,  tljrerefbrey 
proposed  to  reeemmend  it  to  the  Le^slattires  of  the  several 
States  to  authorize  their  Delegatesin  Congress  to  Sithscribe^ 
aa  an  additional  elaase  to  the  ISth  article  of  eon&deratioo^ 
a  clause  authorising  Congress  to  employ  the  force  of  th0 
Vailed  States,  as  well  by  sea  as  hy  land*  to  compel  detiau 
quent  States  to  fnllil  their  federal  erwagemeats  —^To  exer- 
cise this  eoBBpulsive  power,  shouhPCongress  be  invesyedl 
ivith  a,  Mvetal  neaas  pteseateA  tlMas^ves^    M  iMg  m 
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CHAP*    there  W9»  a  i<ei^Iftr  army  on  foot*  a  stnull  detflrinMit 

XVII.     fi<omit  aating  under.  civU  au<lioriiy,  wouM,  at  any  limey 

render  a  voluntary  contribution  of  supplies  dae  f  i-om  a  state, 

*^^^*^**  an  ^Ujrible  alternative.  But  there  vraa  still  a  more  eaqr 
i;  so  *^''  effieient  mode.  The  sitiiation  of  most  of  the  States  was 
anehf  ^b*^  two  or  thi*ee  vessels  of  foree  employed  against 
their  tr<ide«  vould  make  it  their  interest  to  yield  prompt 
oliedienee  to  all  Just  requisitionn  on  thenu  With  respn^ 
to  those  States  that  had  li(tle  or  no  foreign  trade  of  tbdr 
own,  all  inu  roourse  hei^eea  them  and  sueh  Slates  as  sup* 
plit^  I  hem  with  foreign  merchandize,  miglit  be  interdielfd 
•—and  the  coneurreoee  of  the  laiter  enforced,  in  ease  ©f 
refusal,  by  operations  on  tiieir  foreign  trade  llie  neeesahy 
of  arming  t -ongr*  ss  with  sueh  powers  was  evinced  by  mul- 
,  tiolied  eireumatances— 'by  none  mo n^  «o  than  by  the«le* 

liriqnenees  of  some  States  most  e»|iaM'  of  yielding  their 
fipportioned  snpplies-*and  tlie  uiiliiarv  exactions  to  which 
otiier  Slates,  already  exhausted  by  the  enemy  and  tli0 
Aineriean  troops  themselves,  were  in  eonsequenee  exposed, 
.  IViihout  such  powers,  too,  in  the  general  government,  ihe 
vhole  eonfederaey  might  be  insultedr  and  tlie  most  Nota- 
ry measures  frustrated  by  the  most  inconsiderable  Siate 
in  the  Union,  Of  tiiis  a  striking  instance  had  oeeurred. 
At  a  time  when  ail  the  oUier  States  were  snbmittiiig  to 
the  loss  and  imonveniency  of  an  emhai*go  on  their  expoHSf 
Delaware  al>solutely  declined  coming  into  the  measarff 
and  not  only  defeated  the  general  object  of  it.  hn*  enrieli- 
ed  herself  at  the  expence  of  those  who  did  I  heir  duty. 

Thb  attempt  to  cement  and  invigorate  the  federal  Unioiif  , 
and  to  render  it  more  effectual  in  securing  its  imme/listo 
objeotf  was  wise  and  ssdiitary.  Tet.  it  was  relinqni<<lt^* 
Apprehensions  were  eniertained»  lest  it  should  excite  jea^ 
looay — and  fear  of  a  disposition  in  Congress  to  grasp  at 
dangerous  powers  It  was  likewise  contemplated  toplaeethe 
gi'eat  Executive  departments  of  the  Union,  under  the  supt^r- 
intendance  of  miuisters,  accountable  for  their  eon'luer  ($ 
Congress,  and  amenable  to' a  high  Federal  eofurt,  wbiyltU 
was  iitended  to  organize.  This  last  idea  was  benefiriaM/ 
applied,  in  1781.  to  several  depart men«s.  by  sul)siifiHingiD* 
dividual  agenfs  for  committees  and  lioards. — Butotb«^r 
branches  of  desir  ible  reform  were  vainly  urgt'd.  Time  and 
experience  bad  not  yet  fully  demonstrated  to  the  mass  of 
the  people  the  defects  of  tlie  original  articles  of  Uoioo : 
and  sufficiently  pressed  on  their  minds  theneeesKiiy  of  np- 
plying  adequate  remedies.  I^he  progress  of  salutarv  id«^ 
is  always  slow — riieic  triumph  often  diffienlh  The  ff^ 
work  of  a  Federal  Constitution  which  would,  without  «o- 
eroaehing  on  the  vital  rights  of  the  srvcral  States,  fi^ 
the  general  government  from  ils  imbecility  and  imp«<eneT> 
during  the  present  period,  was  r<»s»^»'ved  f  »r  years  of  pca<^ 
^and  security  ;  and  the  enlightened  Statesman,  in  wboA 
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the  mbcHre  clause*  originat^d^  was  destined  to  bear,  in  (V<a*  CH  \P. 
ming  and  advoeating  (hat  ConstituCiun,  a  sliare  alone  suffix  XVIL 
cient  to  imraortaJize  his  name. 

In  viewing  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  armies,  the  "■■^^s^ 
one  enfeebl^  by  eonsideralile  detaehroents — tbe  other  la-      ^^^q 
bonringt  under  the  distresses  which  we  ha^e  jufil  skelchedf 
■we   are.   led  to  antifipate   what  really  happened — st   earn-  Northern 
pai$^9  barren  of  import  ant  and  decisive  events.     l^beKur*  campaigB, 

frise  of  an  Amerit^an  pos<  by  Ihe  British,  near  the  Wnite 
laias — an  incursion  from  New  York  into  Jersey,  and  in 
that  ineursion.  numerous  iustanees  of  rapine,  conflagnition 
and  slaughter,  aiuong  which  the  melancholy  fate  of  Mrs, 
Caldwell  eJaims  a s;id  distinetion,  and  some  niher  desultory 
operations,  constitute  almost  tlie  whole  bistory  of  the 
Northern  campaign  in  1780,  lo  which,  however,  must  lie 
add(Nl«  a  successrul  eiiterprize  of  Lord  St er^in^?' against 
Staten  Island. —  \  more  prominent  oeeifrrenee  was  the  ar- 
rival at  Rh«ide  Island  of  a  Frene.li  armament  eorij^istipg  of 
7  slii!>s  of  the  linn^,  5  frigUes.  and  a  number  of  transports^ 
havinti^  on  bo  ird  6.000  troops.  The  Chevalier  D^  Ternay 
dirp<*ted  tbe  nav^l,  and  Count  De  Rochambe^u  the  milita- 
ry force, 

Firmlv  adhering  to  a  cause  which  be  had  ardently  em-  La  Fayette 
braced*  the  j^allant  La  Fayette  had  <i!Mained  from  his  Go-  ^^^ 
Temment  permission  a^ain  to  devote  his  sworil  to  Ameri-  France. 
ca.     He  had  done  more.     itepresentin(^  to   the  majs^nani- 
laous  Louis  an<!  his  Ministers,  thesituati  m  of  the  United 
States,  their  noble  aa<l  protracted  stni|s?s:le  a^inst  Great 
Britain,  tbe  policy  as  well  as  the  glorv  of  increasing  their 
means  to  maintain  and  terminate  that  straggle..  Ite  had  p?*o- 
eured  a  promise  that  his  retiim  to  Americi  sbould  be  spec- 
dilv  followed  by  an  armed  force.     With  this  welcome  in*         \ 
telUgence,  he  reached  Washington's  Head  Quarters  in  the    ^*y  '^^ 


•  The  claiwe  al^udefl  to  was  contained  in  a  report  from  a  Com-mittee, 
before  Conqrpcss,  April  16, 1781.~K  originated,  we  beliere»  in  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  ran  thiis : 

**  It  is  understood,  and  hereby  declared  that,  in  caae  any  one  or  more  of 
the  con^ederatecl  Stitea  shiU  rerfuse  or  neglect  to  abide  by  the  determina- 
tions of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  to  observe  all  the 
ar  ides  of  t*ie  confederation,  as  reo'iired  bv  the  13th  article,  the  said 
United  States  in  Congress  assemble  1,  are  fiiUy  authorized  to  employ  the 
Ibrce  of  the  United  States,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  to  compel  such  State 
tnr  States  to  fulfil  their  federal  engagements  ;  and  part  icubrly  to  make  dis- 
traint on  any  of  the  effects,  vessels,  and  mercliandizes  of  such  State  or 
States,  or  of  any  of  the  citizens  thereo'',  wherever  %md,  and  to  prohibit 
laid  prevent  their  trade  and  intercourse  as  well  with  any  other  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  citizens  thereof,  as  with  any  forcir»^  State,  and  as  well 
bv  land  as  by  sea,  until  full  compensation,  or  comnliance  be  obtained,  with 
Tespect  to  all  requisitions  mafle  by  the  United  State's  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, in  pursuance  o  the  articles  of  confederation."  | 

*'  KmA  it  is' understood  and  is  hereby  agreed,  that  this  article  shall  i>« 
binding  on  all  the  States,  not  actually  in  possession  of  the  enemy — as  sooa 
ss  ^he  ^ame  shall  be  acceded  to,  and  duly  ratified  by  each  of  the  said 
«tates.>» 
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CHAP*   ^fthkg.    IVi  ym  rad  to  Concrets  only,  Itow—artharipri 
XYIL    to  oomiiiiuiiottto  the  eont^m^tecl  aid.   P^^euiiiary  auf*eaiiis 
kod  alto  beeoBie  probable.     Alll.ougfa  ibe  arm;  and  Uie 
people  remained  some  time  i^^mani  of  tbit  last  Ami  imfior* 
jljg^      tant  senrioe  of  the  Chivalroits  La  Fajreite*  they  haikd  his 
return  with  enthutfia^tie  aCertioB.    He  t^ad  long  aeeared 
to  himself  an  elevaf  ed  seal  in  their  b^a  is.     Coagreis  aiss 
eooffbrred  open  hinr  new  and  qptoodid  marks  of  Ibeir  m^ 
teem. 
Arrind  ofa      1^^  Temay  and  Rochambeau  readied  the  eoaat  orAao- 
ip^enchar.    viea  early  in  July.    Contrary  winds  had  delayed  tbeirai^ 
•■»«^       rival,  the  armament  having  sailed  from  France  on  the  §rst 
JolsrlOi     of  May.    Rochamlieau  eoiioted  among  bis  offif^'ra,  ouiny 
distinguished  nolilemen^   who  had  earne»tly  solicited  fhe 
k«mo(ir  of  serving  in  Ameriea.     Impatient  uf  repoae,  fired 
trith  the  hope  of  httnlbHng  the  eommoii  enemy*  and  of  a* 
Tenftin^  at  onee  their  eoantry  so  proudly  insulted  in  the 
last  war^  anfl  Amerlea  so  barbarously  treated  in  the  pre- 
sent, the  descetidants  of  tho^e  ancient  heroes  whose  bijck 
deeds  grace  the  annals  of  France,  had  sou^it  transatlaotis 
laurels.    Washington  had  been  named  Lieutenant  Gene* 
ral  of  his  Most  Christian  Mf\|esty*s  troops  in  Ameriea^aad 
Yiee-Admiral  of  the  Wliite  flag.    The  French  troops,  ta* 
king  post  in  llhode  Island,  put  the  Forts  and  Batteries  ia 
m  IbrmidaMe  state  of  defence.     Many  were  the  friendly 
expressions  and  acts  exchangeil  between  the  American 
and  French  Commanilers.    As  a  symbol  of  amity  ami  af« 
ffeetion.  General  Washington  recommended  it  to  his  officers 
to  wear  cockades,  the  groumi  of  whieh  was  hlaek,  and  I  hi 
relief  white.    Cordiality  and  harmony  were  likely  to  |h^ 
"rail  between  tke  allied  troops,  wbenoTer  broaght  to  eo« 
operate.* 

•  ««  One  circumstance  alone,  aaya  Dr.  Ramsay,  seemed  unfaTouraUe  to 
this  spirit  of  enterprize.  This  was  the  deficieiil  clolhin«f  of  the  AmerW 
cant.  Some  whole  lines,  officers  as  well  as  men,  were  shabby;  und  a  vrcal 
•foporrtonof  the  private  werewithmit  shirts.  Sirch  troops  brouf^t  %•> 
ionf^  side  evtn  of  allies  (\illy  clad  in  the  elegance  of  uniformity^  must  havs 
been  more  or  less  than  men  to  feifl  no  degradation  on  the  contrast**-— 
This  circumstance  wns,  no  doubt,  calculated  to  create  an  unpleasaiit  fe«linr. 
*'  But  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  exceiicnt  Ram»iV  baa  attaohtd 
foo  much  impnrtance  to  this  point  The  philosophy  of  soldiers  is  rreati 
Ihtywess  r»  their  best  unifiirm  Many  bnsve  troops  have  been  b^dly  clad— 
and  not  the  less  respectable  or  less  respected  for  it.  Bochambeau^  hit  ofll* 
*ers  and  men,  ICnew  that. — They  ntip^\t  have  sjrmpatlii^ed  witfa  the  dis* 
tfessesof  the  American  troops  •«  but  ^)e  respect  due  to  their  paticace  an4 
bravery  would  have  been  felt — as  it  was  felt  thrr)u§^out  The  moat  iikia- 
ttious  ancestor  of  Louis,  whofte  troops  were  now  «  fVitiy  clad  in  the  ek* 
l^ance  of  unifbrmity,'*  the  good  and  gr'at  Henry  the  rV.  whose  WMB-ary 
viil  live  forever,  had  a  very  shabby  pmtr  fniat^  an<i  limg^hcd  at  it,  when  he 
peHbrmed  those  nuraclea  of  valour  which  astonish  us.  His  gallant  «oUow« 
ers,  the  fbre&thers  of  most  of  the  noblemen  with  Rochambeau.  were  in  • 
correspondent  trim  for  months,  and  also  bore  it  with  CMrespcmdent  gaiety, 
^  — Tliere  is  always  a  vast  difference  as  to  dress,  between  an  array  itiai  ea> 
tering  the  Md,  and  one  that  baa  long  been  in  it. — The  distress  of  Wa^*^ 
ington's  army  elaimed  relief-^but  it  could  not  excit  e  shame  on  the  contra* 
T7«  those  wot^  for  ths  tio<^«,  i;UHmm  rag^j^'-^Tht  &Mlt  was  dsiahwi 


HRte  arrifftl  of  this  anMmeBi4  and  the  MmmeistfoB  of  m   CRAP. 
still  greHter  TorMy  diffused  a  general  j<^  am<ti;;  the  Am^    XVIL 
riram.     Measures  were  taken  lo  bring  inco  the  tteM  5^»0M 
mtein^  and  to  insare  speeifte  soppiies  tSr  their  snpfort.    A-  flBBBHw^ 

Skin  the'eleetrie  sparlLof  enihusiasni  teemed  to  oireulata      mm 
rouf^  the  Union.    <<  Shall  Ameriea,  it  was  generally     ^^ 
mriLe«l»    do  k^ss  for  herself  than  her  umgaanimons  ally  i 
Shall  we,  with  Tolded  arms^  look  on  tite  exertions  of  other 
potirerst  and  suffer  theni,  almost  nnassisted  by  us*  to  work 
•ur  salvation  and  Independentje  ?     No  !    The  idea  is  ha« 
iBiUating..,.rhe  faet  would  be  dishonourable....And  with 
equal    astonishment  and  indignation^  our  posleritjr  would 
read  it  in  future  siory !''    Tliese  and  other  reffectioM  sti* 
^  ■iiilatod  the  activity  ^f  the  States*— roused  their  dormant 
energies.     Dranghu  from  the  militia  were  added  to  vo« 
Itintary  enlistiaentSf    to  eomplete  the   required    quotas^ 
Hopes  were  entertained  of  an  overwheliaing  atlem^  a- 
eainst  Mew  York     An  aaexpeoted  reiaforeement  evcfl 
dimppointed  these  hopes. 

When  the  Freneh  squadron  arrived  at  Rhode -Maad^ 
tiie  fleet  under  De  Ternay  had  a  decided  snperiority  ovor 
that  of  Arbuihuot.  A  few  days  reversed  the  esse.  Admi- 
ttd  Graves,  who  had  followed  the  Chevalier,  reaehed  New« 
York  with  six  ships  <A'  the  line«  A  plan  against  the  Frenefe 
armament  at  Khode-lsland  was  immediately  formed.-^ 
Clhfitoir,  with  the  ekief  part  of  bis  troops  proeeeded  to 
Huntington  Bay,  on  the  Sonnd,  while  Arbuthnot  smlod 
round  Long-Island,  in  order  to  oo^perate  by  Sea.  Qttu 
Washington  immediately  advanoed  towards  New- York,  re« 
solved  to  attaek  it,  in  Clhiton's  absenee.  The  latter  qniefc* 
ly  retraced  his  route  to  that  City,  leaving  Arbothnot  ia 
luoek  up  the  Freneh  fleet  by  sea.  The  foree  annouoeod 
by  Roohambeau  was  now  aeting  in  the  West- Indies,  vndep 
the  C3ount  De  Ouiohen.  With  anxions  solicitude,  it  was 
hourly  looked  for  by  Washington  and  Roehauibpau — ^the 
termination  of  the  war,  it  was  tbonght,  woald  felhiw  ita 
arrival.  The  Great  Ruler  of  events  had  otherwise  ordered. 
De  Gaiehen  was  eompelled  to  convoy  to  Europe,  the  ti*ade 
from  the  Freneh  and  Spanish  Isktnds-^nd  the  campa%pi 
ended  without  the  desired  issue. 

The  inteUigenee  of  De  Guiehen^s  return  to  Etrope,  Treason  of 
frustrated  the  high  expeetatioos  of  prompt  success  against  ^V^^  ^' 
New- York ;  and  rendered  new  arrangements  neeessary.-*- 
To  Qonoert  these,  Washington,  Rochambean,  De  Ternay^ 
La  Fayette  and  Knox,   met  at  Hartford.     l>uring  this  in.  ^^'r*^ 
terview,  an  event  took  place,  fraught  with  causes  of  alarm^ 
suspicion  and  distrnst,  as  weJl  as  with  great   immediate 
danger.    One  of  the  emrliest,  warmest,  and  bravest  sup* 
porters  of  Ameriesa  Uberty-^who  had  been  so  during  a 
long  series  of  hazards,  dlfllculties,  and  Ascouragements  of 
•very  soH~who  waa  stiU  deemad  to  be  s^  and  was  aoewrd  - 


Mi  HI8T0BT  OF 

CH  VP.  ingly  entrusted  with  the  eomniand  of  the  f  mportant  post  tft 

XYII.    Wcst-PoiDl,  tlte  Key  of  ibe  Hudson — opening  or  shaitiag 
the  com niu nidation  between  the  fclasfern  and  the  Mifkite 

■  States— Benedict  Arnold  pi*oved  n  traitor! — That    miHi 

1780^      ^^em^  to  have  considered  superior  eoura^jfe^  and  dauBtless 
intrepidity,  as  adequate  sulisiitufes  for  all  those  laanly  and 
lineqiialiHi'Utions  \ihich«  tugtilier  with  prowess,  eonscifate 
the  <*haraeter  of  the  aeeoniplinhed  s«»loier.     To  deiiea«j» 
rectiiuue  of  principle,  and  purity  of  aeti>  n,  in  private  lifey 
he  wab  an  utie^i*  stranger.     Frudenee  and  eeonoDiy,  he  to- 
tally disregartied.     He  Jrad  iaunehed  into  a  sphere  of  dls- 
ripation*  hixury.  and  extravaganee.   liiile  suited  lu   the 
steriiess  of  repubiioan  virtue;  and  as  bis  patrimonial  re- 
sources wire  bumble  and  scanty,  bis  pay  mocterate*  hm 
gums  from  comrat  rcial  and  privateering  rnterprizes,  pre- 
carious and  iiTcgulai:.  he  serupied  not«  for  (be  gratifica- 
tion of  bis  lavorite  parade,  pomp,  and  sensualitj^,  to  euipiojr 
fi*aud«  pecul.iiiou,  and  mturtion.     In  Canada,  and  parli- 
euJarly  at  Montreal  he  had  given  strong  indications  of  fab 
r«  al  bent.     Tbe  country  wanttd  leaders  of  Ui-kno«iIedge4 
eourage  and  enterpri^cing  genius;   bis  ignoble  pilferingt 
were  overlooketi.    His  i  ommand  in  Pbdadelpbia  was  mark- 
eel  wilb  similar  features  of  avarire,  greedily  plundt-rmg  fnr 
the  purposes  of  proilii^acy.     His  contluct,  in  tbat  commantly 
subjected  him  to  the  censui*eof  a  Coiu't- Martial,  and  to  m 
reprimand  from  the  Commander  in  Chief.   At  a  shbsequent 
epoch,  his  claims  against  the  public  were,  by  the  Coni- 
iiiissionei*s  appointed  to  examine  tbem,  and  afterwards  by 
a  Committee  of  Congress,  found  replete  with  fraud  and 
shameless  knavery     It  was  not  e^isy  for  a  man  of'tbis  cha- 
'   raeter  to  return  to  tbe  sober  pafbn  of  temperance  and  eco- 
nomy-^his  Mimerous  creditors  were  importunate — ^Amoltl 
saw  rnin  hanging  over  his  head — ^to  avert  it,  he  blushed  not 
to  sell  his  coantry !    It  is  a  matter  of  surprize  tbat  the  ru- 
lers of  :^merica — that  Genera!  Washington,  who  must  have 
been  deeply  aequainted  ^ith  bcnran  nature,  and  known  tbe 
intimate  and  necessary'  connection  bet  wt  en  private  and  pub- 
lie  virtue,  which  are,  indeetl,  but  difiV^rent  branches  of  the 
same  trunk — tKfierett  features  of  the  same  eharaeter— « 
thould  have,  under  the  cireumstanees  just  descrilied,  con- 
tinued to  rep«ise  confidence  in  Arnold — and  committed  to 
his  faith  tbe  i'bermopyleo  of  Amcriea.     To  account  for 
this,  we  are  obliged  to  look  back  to  the  past  services  of 
Arnold — to  bis  tried  bravci^y — to  his  hitherto  ardent  and 
boisterous  patriotism — and  to  reflect,  that  noble  hearts  are 

^  least  susceptible  of  disirusi — we  can  easily  conceive  tliat 

Washington  thought  treason  impossible,  imtil  the  ilisbo- 
nourable  fact  stared  him  in  the  face. 

British  vigilance  never  slept,  and  British  gold  iras  ever 
ready  for  the  nui*|>o8es  of  corruption.  Tbe  policy  of  tho 
Macedonian  Philip^  had  been  deeply  stutlied^  aud  no  oppof^ 


^  t^w^*  of^praejlM^  it  w«i  left  aQimprpT^.  ^.Si^n.niatfn  ^  iCBAP 
discovered  the  eiabarr^sments  of  w^rnold — he  ^aw'liim  on  *  SLYII. 
.  t^ie  briak  of  a  precipice — a  bridge  of  gold  was,  by  the  lua-  ' 

^  eio  wand  of  4he  foul  encbantressy  bribery,  thrown  across    « 
*  It— 4a  prospect,  (iiles,  wealth,  pleasure,  were  presented.      ^73^ 
.Arnold  yielded — Ihe  soldier's  tame,  the  patriot*s  objects^     ^ 
,  ihe  awful  sentence  of  posterity,  should  a  ti*aitor*s  doom 
^  f^ii  to  overtake  him  sooner,  the  contempt  of  nations,  and 
^be  bate  of  his  country — HU  was  lost  in  the  blaze  of  the 
^  glittering  metal— West-Poiut  was  to  be  attacked — a  thin 
jveil  of  sham  defence  would  cover  the  base  delivery  of  It 
,  into  the  bands  of  Clinton — and  again  America  would  be    ' 
,  ennlaT^ !   The  Genius  of  Liberty  watched  over  these  mid- 
..  |ugbt  plots.    They  recoiled  on  the  head  of  the  nehemers* 
Among  ^^  officers  of  the  British  army,  was  Major  Andre^ 
\AA\juiant- General  to  Sir  H.  Clinton.    Ihe  liberality  of 
, natiirey  and  the  advantaeca  of  education  had  concuiTcd  to 
,  luake  bim  the  accomplished  man  and  soldier.    His  person 
W^s  handsome...his  manners  highly  polished— his  mind  re- 
I  fincd...lus  beail,  the  sanctuary  of  some  of  the  noblest  vir- 
,  tuea  that  ean  adorn  humanity.    Unfortunately,  he  was  oho- 
.  sen  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whose  affection  and  esteem  bo 
^  possessed  in  a  high  degree,  to  knock  at  the  door  of  the 
.  profligate  Arnold,  and  propose  a  price  for  the  important 
1  |6rtre»s  under  his  command.    It  is  not  easy  to  reconcile 
;  inany  of  the  maxims  and  practices  of  war  with  tlie  dictates 
of  eommon  honesty.     Seduction,  as  well  as  violence,  in 
.  sanetioned^  and  the  General  who  is  most  succQssfuI  in  de* 
.  ;inoralizing,  as  well  as  beating  the  army  of  his  enemy,  is  i 

.  moat  applauded.    According  to  the  rules  of  this  singular^ 
.  but  received  code,  Andre  might  justify  to  himself  the  dis* 
.  lioaoarable  task  which  he  undertook;  it  is  thought,  how 
ever,  that  he  entered  upon  it  against  the  suggestions  of  his 
,  own  osind,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  Sir  Henry,  to  whom 
..he  owed  a  considerable  debt  of  gratitude,  although  his  de« 
Ucaey  led  him  to  exonerate  the  British  Con\;nander  from 
having  pressed  on  his  exertions  so  hazardous  an  enterprize. 
.  However  this  may  be^  he  knew  the  awful  penalty  attached 
to  the  rituation  of  an  enemy  found  in  disguise  in  the  lines 
of  those  with  whom  he  is  at  war;  and,  with  this  know* 
ledge,  he  acted  throughout  this  lamentable  affai^*. 

It  is  said  that  a  correspondence  had  long  Jliefore  passed 
between  Mrs.  Arnold  and  Major  Andre,  who  had  politely 
ofiSered  to  forward  to  her  some  elegancies  of  female  attire 
from  New-Tork.  Thus  far  the  correspondence  was  au- 
thorized by  civilized  warfare,  which  often  presents  in  the 
same  spot,  and  almost  at  the  same  moment,  courtesy  and 
.  h&tility.  This  innocent  correspondence*  it  is  addcd^ 
brought  on  a  treacherous  one  between  Arnold  and  Andre, 
under  the  fictitious  names  of  Gustavusand  Anderson,  'ihe 

Si 


VM  Hf  STOKT  OF 

CHAP.  IVmtk^  MoinstBg  grief  of  tlie  mrf^humte  Mrt^  AnMUr 

XYIL     upon  ^rst  oeariDK  of  her  husbaiMPe  defiMioii,  siifieieDtlj 

'    •     evinces  thalVbe  was  uneonscknis  of  this.    PeriMral    eai 

^^aaa^  munieations  beoomiog  necessiuyy  Andre  was,  in*tlie  nigkly 

1780      l^i'^u^b^  ^J  ^  1^^^^  from  the  Vulture  sloop  of  wu*^  to  dw 

beach,  where  he  met  the  wity  Arnold.    The  retumiBg  4ay 

dawned  npon  their  secret  and  prolonged  eooversotioB  ;  uii 

'  Andre  was  led  to  a  place  of  oonceaimeat  within  the  Amo- 

riean  line^    His  re{um  to  the  Vulture,  was  rendered  kn« 

iK^ble  by  subse(|uent  eireumstanees^    Quitting,  thestdbBOt 

ttis  uniform,  and  taking  a  passport  from  Amold^  under  the 

name  of  John  Anderson,  and  as  if  dispatched  dows  tte 

country,  Andre,  in  disguise,  proceeded  towards  H.  TotIl 

His  pretended  official  character  secured  him  from  iaCetw 

.  ruption,  until  three  niilicia-men,  patroling  along  tbe  roa^ 

suddenly  arrested  him,  at  a  moment  when  he  no  loiter 

CaT>tiire  of  apprehended  danger.    An  unguarded  expression  betraiyei 

Major  An-  \f^jj^^  {£q  ^^^  searched,  and  several  important  pa|iem«  ia 
Arnold's  hand-writing,  found  secreted  in  his  boots.  Thej 
oonsistedo^documents  relative  tothe  post  at  West-Poiat.  b 
Tain  Andre  tempted  the  integrity  of  his  eaptors  with  the 
offer  of  his  watcli^  his  horse,  and  any  sum  of  numey  tbcj 
should  namcfc  Vanwert,  Patiltling  and  Williams,  r^feeied 
iridi  scorn  that  polluting  g^ld  which  had  seduced  Uie  exa- 
erable  Arnold,  Three  obscure  peasants,  leaning  only  oA 
their  virtue  and  a  sense  of  duty,  with  no  past  exploits,  no 
present  reputation  to  stimulate  their  integrity,  were  <tcaf 
to  eveipr  offer  of  pecuniary  and  honorary  rcwawb.*  Tbqr 
'  immediately  conducted  Andre  to  their  eommaodiogoflloer. 
A  note  was,  by  permission  of  this  offieer^  sent  to  Araolt^ 
informing  him  ot'  Amterson's  detention.  'J  his  step  saved 
*  the  truittir.  He  hastily  took  refuge  on  board  the  V  utture« 
Andr^,  now  regardless  of  the  consequences,  avowed  his 
name  and  rank;  and  seemed  anxious  oiily  to  remove  the 
cloud  of  infamy  which  obscured  his  character.  To  Gen. 
WashingtoR  he  wrote  a  dignified  letter,  ptytesting  thai  Im 
original  intention  hud  been  to  meet  Arnold  on  neutral 

ground,  and  tlmt,  contrary  to  that  intention  he  had  beea 
Btrayed  into  the  vile  condition  of  an  enemy  in  di^oise 
within  the  American  lines — and  requesting  deeeney  sf 
treatment,  to  whatever  rigor  he  might  be  devoted  by  po- 
licy. By  Washington's  orders,  he  was,  iviihout  loss  of 
time,  eondut^ted  to  Head- Quarters,  where  a  Board  dT  Ge- 
neral IMBeers  exanuned  him,  and  reported  it  as  their  opi- 

•  They  vere  remunerated  by  Congress,  who  resolved  **  that  each  of  the« 
should  receive  annually,  two  hundred  dollar^,  in  specie,  during  life,"  and 
directed  the  Boai-d  of  Wur  "  to  procure  for  eacii  of  them,  a  silver  medal, 
on  <me  side  of  which  should  be  a  shield,  with  this  ]Dacription,/<Mita^  and 
pn  the  other,  vindt  amorjmtrue,  und  that  \he  Commander  in  Chief  should 
present  the  saoie^  with  the  thanks  of  Con^i  ess,  lor  thtir  fidelity,  and  the 
emiucat  aenice  they  lijui  rendered  their  country." 


▼morau. 


mMk  ^ttai  Mtijw  Aftdre  ought  to  be  considered  ss  a  fVf^ 
and  that  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  mages  of  nations,  he 
ought  to  suffer  death.^    In  the  whole  progress  of  the  en- 
quiry^ Andre's  request  of  decent  treatment  was  serupu- 
lously  oonplied  with.    While  the  members  of  the  Board 
admired  the  noble  candour,  the  modest  firmness,  and  be- 
eoming  sensibility^  which  the  unfortunate  Andre  displayed^ 
lie  was  himself  penetrated  with  their  liberality  and  deli- 
eacy.     The  time,  manner*  and  objeet  of  his  interview  with 
Arnold,  the^ubsequent  ehange  of  dress,  and  other  eiritum* 
staqoes,  within  the  American  lines,  but  too  well  detormin* 
od  the  complexion  of  his  ease,  and  the  melancholy  issue. 
Effbrta  were  made^  however,  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
Arnold  himself,  to  prove  that  Andre  came  out  under  the 
protection  of  a  flag,  with  a  passport  from  a  General  Ofltoer 
in  actual  service,  and,  consequently,  could  not  be  justly 
detained.     But  when  the  sacred  and  high  purposes  for 
whieh  flags  have  been  instituted,  come  to  be  conslderedy 
this  reasoning  becomcA  an  aggravation  of  the  offence.  An* 
dre  himsetf  was  so  fully  sensible  of  this,  that  he  ridiculed 
ud  •r;>loald  the  idea  before  the  Board  of  oflieers  that  ez- 
amined  him.     Arnold  might  have  saved  him^ — ste4>ping  for* 
ward  as  a  voluntary  victim  of  expiation*  he  would  have 
rescued  the  lamented  Andre,  and  redeemed  his  own  name 
from  the  imperishable  infamy  attached  to  it. — But  he  was 
incapable  of  soaring  to  such  a  height  of  gencrosity.-^IIis 
sonl  was  debased ;  his  turpitide  irrevocably  fixed.    Uene- 
ral  Washington  made  an  unavailing  effort  to  secure  his  per- 
son,* and  restore  the  amiable  Andre,  to  his  friends.    Tlie 
issue  is  well  known.    Justice  prevailed  ;f  humanity  wept. 


CHAP. 
XVIL 
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demnatioa 
and  death; 


•  See  Lee's  Memoirs,  Vol.  IL  Chap.  30,  paye  159,  &a  There  are  ftw 
episodes  in  the  history  of  the  AmeHcan  war»  so  interestii^  as  that  d'th* 
brave  John  Champe!    H'he  whole  wor^d  wiU  reflet  his  fai£ire. 

t  General  Washinffton  has  been  much  censured  hv  some  British  bister 
lians  for  lii^  inflexible  ri^ur  on  this  occasion— •*  But,**  (says  one  of 
them,  Coote,  Mudem  Europe  c$Htim$ed,  page  143  )  ^  The  British  oflicert. 
had  no  right*  to  bl-une  tlie  inexorable  General ;  (or,  from  the  manner  m 
which  the  war  was  carried  on  afpunst  the  obnoxious  provmciak,  tlierc  ii 
no  doubt,  that  if  an  American  ofllcer  had  been  detected  in  similar  conduct, 
he  wouid^  have  been  put  to  death  without  hesitation.  Sir  H.X/Iititon,  wfio 
eame9tl)r' requested  tliat  the  Major's  life  might  be  spar«),  wmdd  have  re- 
jected with  scorn  the  solicitations  of  a  rebel  Commander,  or  of  a  Congretf 
of  republican  traitors  **^— And  he  adds  in  a  note— as  the  business  was  of 
a  traitoriotis  nature  on  the  part  or'  Arnold,  and  not  altogether  honourahld 
on  that  of  the  Mujor,  whose  chanj^  of  dress,  and  assiunption  of  a  differ-^ 
em  name,  argued  bis  sense  of  the  impropriety  or  irregukiity  of  his  ppor 
ceedings ;  die  assertion  »  that  Aadre  went  out  under  every  fair  and  Justin 
fiable  sanction,**  is  not  stricdy  warranted^..,...  Andre,  though  a  man  of  ho« 
nour  in  his  general  conduct,  i^ppears  to  have  gone  beyond  the  extent  of  al« 
Wwable  stratagems." 

The  \nnual  Register  fer  1781,  tays  of  Andre— •«  T%nM  thepapen  thai 
fptre  found  in  hi*  hoot,  9f ibjected  him  to  inHanf  eoceeuHon  in  tW  ittwU  ttinnmarg 
^y  practiMcd  wth  8^,  yet  he  nobly  chose  to  encounter  that  immediate 
Ganger  and  tgnomrntous  fate,  rather  than  let  any  thing  come  out  whijB(k 
could  mVolve  Arnold,  onta  he  hid  time  to  pravick  lor  ^  8afet^>^ 
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CHAP.    Andre,  died  on  a  gibbet^..He  diecK  regretted  liy  tlie  l^ntfs%, 
XV 11.    and  [iitiod  hy  the  Amerieans.    They  saw,  and  admired  hii 

^ manh  forlilude  :  (hey  deplored  that  stern  necessity  whi^ 

'     .      ^   '   required  exemplary  punishment,  when  the  guilt  was  dc- 

17^0      monstrated,  and  when  intentional  traitors  and  their  ^rM^n- 

ragers,  must  be  restrained  by  their  feaes.    Andre's  judges, 

Oct'i'.J. .     ^^^  ^^*5  Commander  in  Chief  reluctantly  stiffled  the  elairos 

of  merey-    The  same  imperious  poliey  whieh  had  diefafetf 

an  inflexible  ailherenee  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations, 

Er«  vented  a  compliance  with  the  request  of  Andre,  that 
is  death  should  be  the  death  of  a  soldier.  Ameriea,  sfilf 
alarmed  and  indignant,  pointed  to  the  precipice  opened  be- 
neath her  steps. — Suspicion  and  distrust  had  l)een  widefV 
excited  ;  the  public  mind  was  in  a  ferment.  Even  if  we  ad* 
mil  the  plea  of  ^>i]'  Henry  Clinton,  and  Arnold,  (he  un* 
fortunate  Andre  had  consented  to  prostitute  tJie  sanctity 
of  a  flag,  and,  under  its  protection,  sought  to  promotes 
acheme,  tlie  execution  of  which  must  have  brought  on  thou. 
sands  incalculable  miseries.  Posterity  will  confirm  the 
fatal  sentence. — ^Andre  will  continue  to  be  piti^,  a^d  eoa- 
^emned  ;  for,  the  sympathies  of  the  heart,  powerful  as  thejf 
are,  cannot  reverse  the  dictates  of  the  judgment  2 

Arnold,  like  a  fallen  spirit,  now  endeavoured  to  involve 
others  in  his  guilt  and  degradation.  He  had  become  il 
Brigadier  General  in  the  British  army,  and  he  was  autho- 
rized to  raise  a  coi-ps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  who  were 
to  be  on  the  same  footing  with  other  troops  in  the  British 
•ervice.  In  his  aildresses  to  the  people  and  armies  of  A- 
meriea,  a  miserable  sophistry  was  used  to  vindicate  his 
own  conduct,  and  induce  otiiers  to  imitate  it.  The  gros- 
sest appeal  was  made  to  piejndices  once  prevalert,  and  to 
passions  always  powerful.  Gold,  Arnold's  great  lever, 
was  liheriiUy  oflVrcd.  Yet,  lie  it  recorded  to  the  im- 
mortal honour  of  the  American  troops,  distressed,  snflering 
as  they  were  under  complicated  wants,  the  seducing  ofiett 
.ot  the  insidious  tempter  produced  no  eftect.  The  treason 
of  \rnold  was  no  less  solitary  than  it  was  execrable. 
^^^  ^  The  adjustment  of  a  cartel  for  a  general  exchange  of  pri* 
venu.  soners,  except  the  private's  of  the  convention  troops;  and 

a  gallant  diterprize  of  Major  Talmadge  against  fori 
George,  on  Long  Inland,  must  Ih^  added  to  the  transaetioBS 
Nov*r. »  in  the  North,  during  the  year  1780. 
HolUnd  be-  This  year  also,  an  event  highly  important  to  America, 
eoreei^  a  .  took  place  in  Europe.  The  seven  United  Provinces  of  the 
P*^y"*  *«  Netherlands  became  a  party  in  the  war  against  England. 
^'^^  Of  I  be  causes  by  which  that  important  event  was  produced, 

it  is  proper  to  t»ke  in  this  place,  a  i*apid  view. 

When  the  contest  between  ^Great  Britain  and  her  Colo- 
Dies  began,  a  treaty  of  defensive  alliance  connected  tlie  for- 
mer with  the  Dutch  HepubJic.  The  Sih  article  of  that 
treaty^  bebides  a  stipulation  for  certain  saccours  in  the  e- 


Tcnt  of  a  wari  obli^ted  ^  whieb  etet  of  the  two  tfltoot  CHAP. 
should  not  be  attacked,  to  break  with  the  aggroKor  in  two     XTIL 
inontbs  after,  if  the  party  attacked  should  require  it.*'  ^^_^^ 
TTpon  the  commenoement  of  hostilities  with  Franee.  En^  msassam 
land  required  from  the  States'  Cleneral,  neither  saeh  foe«     i7(l# 
eours  nor  such  rupture.    Her  eominereial  jealousy,  and 
h'ei*  maritime  encroaehmefit^*  liowever,  sooii  disturbed  the 
fViendship  and  harmony  which  had  long  united  the  two  m^ 
tions.      Ki^nsirely  engaged  in  mercantile   speeolationsf 
aad  ansious  to  partake  in  those  immense  ad  vantages  wliieh 
the  change  in  America  promiseii  to  oommereiat  aottvity 
and  enterprize,  the  citizens  of  the  United  Provinees,  espe* 
cially  those  of  Holland  and  West-Friesland,  impatiently 
hore  the  ioconventetiees  and  vexations  to  which  they  were 
frequently  subjected  by  a  flagrant  abuse  of  naval  prepon-  - 
deranoe,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.    Of  the  many  in- 
sults offered  to  their  flag,  none  exeited  their  resentment 
so  much  as  the  following  : 

A  number  of  Dutch  vessels,  laden  with  sueh  stores  as 
"Were  by  ^  treaties  existing  between  the  two  nations,  ex* 
ehide^l  frmn  the  list  of  contraband  articles,  yet  fearing  the 
lawless  violence  of  British  cruizers,  sailed  for  Franee  in 
company  with  Rear- Admiral  Count  De  Bylatid,  who  tiim* 
self  was  bound  to  the  Mediterranean,  escorting  into^iat 
^  sea,  under  the  protection  of  a  small  squadron,  a  large  con- 
voy of  merchantmen.     Of  this,  timidly  intclligenee  reach* 
cd  Kn;:;land.    Immediately  Captain  Fielding  was  detached 
wiih  an  adequate  force,  to  stop  and  search  the  vessels  com- 
pofsing^  the  convoy,  and  seize  such  of  them  as  might  be  found 
to  contain  n-ival  stol*es  for  the  enemy.    The  two  fleets 
met;  and  permission  was  requested  by  Fielding  to  visit 
^  the  mercliant  ships.    ^Fliis  was  refused  ;  upon  which  force 
was  resorted  to,  and  resistance  followed.    The  pause  oc- 
easioned  by  this  contest,  which  terminated  in  the  defeat  of 
the  Dutch  Admiral,  together  with  the  unoommon  ebacu* 
Tity  of  the  subsoqjicnt  night,, afforded  to  most  of  the  sus- 
pecteil  ships  sufficient  time  to  baflic  the  pursuit  of  the  eoA« 
■qucror,  and  reach  in  safety  their  destine<l  ports.     Such  as 
remained  behind  were  seized  by  the  British  Captain :  tJie 
Dutch  Admiral  was  then  informed  that  he  was  at  liberty 
to  hoist  his  flag  again,  and  to  prosecute  his  voyage.    He 
did  the  first,  but  insisted  upon  still  accompanying  the  por- 
tion of  his  convoy  t^ken  by  Fielding.     On  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary, the  ti  hole  entered  S]ulheHd,  where  the  merehant-9lii(is 
and  their  cargoes  were  eondemuHl.    Proceedings  so  vio- 
lent could  not  fail  to  excite  through  the  United  Provinces 
a  considerable  degrep  ofirritntion.     In  vain,  did  Great  Bri- 
tain oflcT  to  pay  for  thepro|ierty  thus  seized  and  detained,      ^ 
alleilging,  in  excuse  of  her  measures,  the  temporary  ne» 
cessity  of  her  situation,  which  compelled  her  to  appropri- 
ate to  her  own  use  by  u forcible  purchase  the  stores  destined 
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CHAP.    fi^MMMqr^    b  Tidii  die  lupopoied  nieh 
,    XYIL     the  Mibsistiiig  treaties  at  would  obrHite  id  future  m%y  dis^F 

.  greeable  diseussioii*  Theac  <^ert  fop  undemmty  aad  Ibr 
■'"^■■^  new  ftipulations  were  indignantly  rejected.  The  mwrmwit 
i7M  of  resentmeBf .  was  beard  on  all  sides ;  and  si|pial  vengeaa^e 
was  denounced  for  the  insults  waatonly  offered  to  tht  m^i- 
onal  flag  by  armed  English  tom^Is,  and  for  I  heir  opea  ti- 
olatioBs  of  the  Dutch  Territory,  in  Europe  and  in  Arocw 
riea.  An  approaebing  rupture  might  now  be  aotidpated, 
and^  perhaps,  England  wished  for  it.  By  her,  war  wi^ht 
be  deemed  preferable  to  an  inefficient  alliance  which  emk* 
bled  Holland  to  supply  her  enemies  with  naval  and  other 

,  stores ;  end  it  was  natural  for  a  people  abounding  la  mari* 
lime  means  of  annoyance  to  view  with  an  impatienf  aod  co* 

.  vctouseye,  tliosc  immense  treasures  of  the  Dutch,  whieb 
either  floated  on  various  parts  of  the  ocean  in  the  full  aoi^ 
eurity  of  peace,  or  were  accumulated  in  distant  and  de* 
fenceless  islands  ;  nor  could  the  unprepared  state  of  HoU 
bind  for  immediate  war,  escape  tiie  penetration  of  the  Bri- 
tish Ministers.  But  this  wisli,  if  it  existed  at  ^  was  art« 
fully  disguised  ;  and  Great  Britain  apparently  taade  eve* 
ry  possible  effort  to  avert  the  impending  breach,  and  ta 
prevent  her  discontented  ally  from  acceding  lo  tlie  Kortb- 
ern  confederation,  so  famous  under  the  name  of  the  armed 
nctUrtdity. 
Aimed  nea-  This  oelebrated  compact  had  originated  in  the  same 
trafi^.  eause  to  wliich  tlie  dissatisfaction  now  pervading  Hollandt 
has  been  referred,  the  naval  despotism  of  Great  Britaint 

.  for  her  proud  claim  of  new  maritime  rights  extended  to 
all  neutral  nations.  She  insisted  on  searching  the  ships  of 
jieutrals  hoimd  to  hostile  ports,  when  suspected  of  being 
laden  with  naval  stores,  or  with  the  property  of  eaendn. 
This  daimf  whetlier  founded  on  pre-existing  treaties  or 
not,  was  generally  reduced  to  practice.  Tliote  powen» 
whose  navigation  and  commerce  the  exercise  of  an  at* 
aumed  right,  so  broad  in  Its  nature,  and  in  its  appIicatioo» 
liable  to  so  many  abuses,  could  not  fail  to  disturb  and  bar- 
rass,  early  took  the  alarm ;  and  the  Empress  of  Russia^ 
Catherine  II.  if  she  did  not  first  suggest^  at  least,  first  sya» 
tematized,  and  afterwards  eflkiently  supported,  measures 
well  calculated  to  check  tbd  maritime  encroaehmeats  of 
England.  On  the  26th  of  February  1780,  she  addressed 
to  the  Courts  of  London*  of  Yersailles,  and  of  l^ladcid*  a 
deelaratton  in  which  she  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  all  Europe* 
the  principles  which  she  had  adopted  far  her  eonduct^and 

'  which  to  her  appeared  most  proper  to  avoid  any  future  d)s» 
agi-ecmeiit  Those  piiociples  were  contained'  in  tlie  fc^ 
lowing  points : 

1.  That  neutral  sliips  should  enjoy  a  free  navigation,  e* 
ven  fi*om  port  to  port^  and  on  the  coasts  of  the  baliigercai 
powers. 


H.  Vhtttftllefftetsbrtongl^totheBQljIeetsdrtibeaaM'    CUAF. 
brtligereat  powers,  should  be  looked  apon  as  freCf  on  bottrd     XY IJL 

gaeh  neutral  ships,  except  only  saeh  goods  as  w^re  stipala-  

ted  eontndband.  mtBBgm^mm 

'  III.  That  in  order  i»  determine  what  eharaeterixes  m      ^y^ 
port  bloeked  up,  that  deoonitnatioa  should  not  be  grant- 
ed»  dot  to  snch'plaees  before  which  there  should  actually 
be  a  namber'  of  enemy's  stiips  stationed  near  enough  to 
make  its  entry  dangerous. 

France  and  Spain  readily  entered  into  views  so  pn^iti- 

ouji  to  their  interests,  and  so  conformable^  in  the. abstract 

to  the  diotates  of  universal  reason^  and  to  those  principles 

af  eternal  Justice,  which  constitute  the  basis  of  the  law  of 

Rations*     By  them«  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  Catherine 

were  extoUeid  to  the  sky.    In  their  answer  to  her  deelara*^ 

tion,  they  not  only  expressed  their  entii*e  approbation  of 

her  views  and  measures,  but  assured  her  that  an  inherent 

sense  of  justice  had  already  induced  them  to  direct  ^eir 

'  Admirals  and  other  naval  commanders,  to  pursue^  in  res* 

peet  to  mnurals,  the  proper  and  liberal  course  pointed  out 

by  Her  Iilpcrial  M.ijesty.    The  pressure  of  existing  diffl« 

eultiee  forced  the  Court  of  London  to  disguise  its  alarm 

and  reseniment  at  a  plan  so  hostile  to  its  present  views» 

and  to  its  future  i^ponderance.    Its  answer  was  purpose* 

Iv  cautious  and  reserved,  and  artfully  indefiniie.    it  stated 

that  ^  from  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  King  had 

ctvea  precise  orders  respecting  the  flag  of  Her  Imperial 

If  ajesty,  and  the  commeree  of  her  subjects,  agreeably  to 

the  law  of  nations,  and  the  tenor  of  his  treaty  ot*  commeree 

with  her,  a  treaty  to  which  he  would  adhere  wjth  the  most 

fcrupulous  exactness/'  It  fuKher  remarked  that  **  in  ease 

of  fortuitous  and  unauthorized  infringement  on  the  part 

ef  British  officers,  every  hardship  should  be  redressed  in 

•o  equitable  a  manner,  that  Her  Imperial  Majesty  should 

be  perfectly  satisfied,  and  acknowledge  a  spirit  of  justiep 

simiiar  to  that  which  she  herself  possessed/' 

Catherine  did  not  eonilne  herself  to  this  dedaration.    It 
being  with  her  a  favourite  object  to  consolidate  and  sop- 
port  the  plan  which  had  thus  wisely  formed  and  magnani« 
'  BiOttsly  proclaimed,  she  invited  the  Courts  of  Copenhagen^ 
Stoekltolm,  and  Lisbon,  together  with  the  States'  QeneraU 
to  eoncur  in  a  system  of  arm^d  ruulrMhj^  the  object  of 
which  was  to  defend  and  maintain  those  privileges  andim* 
'  munities,  which  the  rights  of  naiion»arid  solemn  treaties 
allowed  to  neutral  flags.    Denmark  and  Sweden  cheerful*  , 
iy  acceded  to  the  proposed  arrangement ;  but  Portugal, 
influenoed  by  England,  and  in  a  great  measure  dependent 
on  that  power,  declined  taking  an  active  part.    The  States* 
Oeneral,  from  their  present  temfier,  and  with  so  many 
tauses  of  irritation  for  the  past,  and  of  apprehension  for 
the  future^  eooM  not  reoeive  soeh  a  proposal  without  son- 
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CHAP.  ti»eili4if  ^gnrtftiide  and  emltttlim*    T«t,  «wiiig  4^  ilk 
XVIL     skwmm  wliieh  uwally  marked  tk»  prMeediogs  of  tiiur 
^^^^  'B^y^  ib^y 'ilid  not  iauiiedifiiefty  give  ihctr  £ariaal  aonf  1 1« 
*■■■■*•  the  glorious  eompact.      Ih  their  delibefrationt  #f  April, 
£jgQ     dirso,  three  importunt  otiffiets  oe«iipi«d  ibeM*  atie^f ioo^^jml 
one  of  ibete  wan  the  kiviialion  ol  the  i^oiyreos  of  BuMia. 
They  unammoiHly  declared  thai  **  they  a9oe|iU}d  it  ir<lJ^ 
^gratttude,  and  ^^coald  enler  into  a  negoeialipn  upoa  that 
subject  wflb  the  Envoy  of  Her  Imperial  Majeiity.  in  ordar 
to  earry  asi  soon  as  possiUi^  those  propositions  into  eSheU* 
Tbk  two  <»ther  objects  to  which  we  have  alladed,  w^re  d|o 
sueeoursf  at  iast»  demanded  >}  Great  Britain,  opon  tbe  4^- 
claration  of  war  by  Spaio^tand  the  exp4;dieaey  of  graaii^g 
oonvoys  to  merchant  ships  bearing  the  Sag  of  the  rqKibiie. 
With  the  tiemand-for  suceoursy  tho  States'  (jetieral  refn^ 
>  to  comply,  alledgiog  tho-antorior  di^'ogard  of  iGreat  Bri- 
» tain  herself  tor  the  twaty  of  alUani^e,  and  tjio  aatare  #f 
'  thepresoal  war,  which  did  not  appear  to  tlieia  U»  fail  with- 
'  in  ttie  eases f€tiei^*Sf  an  tti\}uHt  and  causeless  am^ressioa 
alone*  having  Iieen  contemphUed  by  the  fraqnrs  of  that 

ectiVof 


treaty.    I'he  grail t  of 'Convoys  tor  the  protectlV  of  j 
al  trading  vessels,  was,  at  the  same  time,  adopiedt  as,  a 
measure  both  legitimate  and  expetlient. . 
A  cirennistance  Tciy  soon  occurred,  whidi  gave  to  Urn 
'  sitoatton  of  tlie  Unii^  Provinces,  a  decided  eharmetcry 
and  tKd  not  permit  them  to  partake  in  the  advantages  fit 
*  the  armed  neutrality,    it  seemed  to  be  Heaven's  awfiii.d^- 
«ree  tJmt  most  nations  should  feel  the  effects  .of  the  Ame- 
rican contest,  and  that,  as  its  daflcnlties  and  terrors  in- 
creased,  England  should  face  a  storm  which  Iwrseif  had 
raised,  without  a  single  friend  or  ally  to  assist  her  in  t^e 
formidable  struggle.     Beside  thecomoMrcial  views  which» 
as  before  observed,  excited  in  the  United  Provinces  a  spi- 
rit friemlly  to  the  cause  and  Independence  of  Amerinat  9fi^ 
ble  motives  impelled  the  citizens  of  the  Dutch  ItepubUo  to 
a    favourable  disposition.    The  principal  amoag  thcHCy 
were  the  tlelestation  of  all  dissekting  protestants  for  the 
intolerance  and  the  real  or  supposed  encroachments  of  t|io 
church  of  England,  and  the  sympathy  whioh  a  comparison 
of  the  glorious  struggle  now  maintained  by  the  Ameriepa 
patriots,  with  the  heroic  efforts  tif  tlie  Uutch  themselvoa.ia 
their  former  successful  opposition  to  Spanish  tyranny*.  v(ps 
calculated  to  create  in  every  virtuous  bosom*    The  Pko- 
vini^  of  Holland,  and,  in  that  Province,  the  city  of  Am- 
^erdam,   were  foremost  in   cfaerisbing  such  scntimeiHs. 
Hence  the  occur rence  alluded  to,  and  now  to  bo  cireom* 
stantially  related. 

In  September,  1778,  as  Mn  William  Lee,  appointed  by 
Congress  Commissioner  to  the  ConKs  of  Vienna  and  Ber- 
lin, was  OH  his  way  to  the  Prussian  Capital,  he  met  at  Ahc 
La  Chappele  with  Mr  John  D.  Koufviiie,  one  of  the  prin* 
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eipai  iMraMiits  rf  Aimeefifolii,  Hri«iil^  ittticlica  to  m    (Mav 
•^•*Vf!i'***^  "^  ^*'*^  ititew»t»  df  hk  comtry,  which  h6     XVII. 
emsMered  aa  mcro  intimatdy  cmneeted  with  tbme  of 
Frmvoe^  aiid  w*tl>  the  sueeess  of  the  Ameiicaii  cause,  than      "^ 
wMi  t^tmtBfh  Md  pfosperrity  of  ISngfetwI.    This  forta-       .^^^ 
itouft  itftmrview  iias  soon  iinprored  into  a  scheme  of  incal-      *^^^ 
eulable  prospeetive  benefit  to  the  citizens  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
fmblic^  and  to  those  of  the  confederated  States     This  was 
na  lesa  than  the  pUin  of  a  trealj  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
between  (he  two  nations.    The  plan  wai,  indeed,  eventual, 
Mr.  L.ee  not  beitig  invested  with  powers  to  negociate  op  siffii    * 
sQeh  a*  treaty,  and  Mr.  DeNeutville  himsell  merely  actm^ 
under  ibe  instructions  of  his  frietid  Mr.  Van  Berkel,  Coun- 
•ellor  and  pensionary  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Burgomasters  of  that  city;  but,  in  so  mo- 
mentous  a  eoneem^  it  was  thought  expedient  to  vencure 
ttjpoB  a  scheme  replete  with'mntual  advantage.    The  out- 
lineH  of  the  projected  trca^  were,  therefore,  agreed  upon, 
and  ngned  by  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  De  Neutvillr,  the  laiter' 
havlog  fjwlher  engagi^,  in  the  name  of  the  Regency  of 
AoMterdartn,  that  *•  so  long  a»  America  should  not  enter 
upon  any  proceeding,  hostile  to  the  interesfs  of  thi^  States 
of  Holland,  the  city  of  Amsterdam  would  never  adopt  any 
ineasare  that  might  tend  to  oppose  the  interests  of  Ame- 
rieat  but  would,  on  the  contrary,  use  all  its  influence  upon 
tbe  States  of  the  sev^n  United  Provinces,  to  effect  the  de- 
fAvBd  connection.''    Several  copies  of  .the  plan  were  early 
transmitted  to  America,  but  the  whde   transaction- re- 
mained eomeealed  from  the  British  Minister,  until  the 
eaptore  of  Mr.  Laurens,  in  the  beginning  of  September, 

That  gc^tteman  had  been  cfccted  on  the  21st  of  October,  mi*  Uuretia 
■  irr9,  for  the  purpose  of  negociating  a  loan  in  Holfand  ,•  oH  istiken  by 
the  lat  of  the  ensoing  month,  he  was  clothed  with  full  pow-  ^*  British, 
er»  to  arrange  and  conclude  a  treacy  of  Amity  and  Com- 
merce with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries. 
Congress  had  duly  appreciated  the  advantages  of  the  pro-  ' 

Ject  submitted  by  Mr/  Lee  and  Mr.  De  NeufviMe ;  and 
their  hopes  of  realizing  that  project  were  the  more  san- 
giiine,  as  the  latest  intelligence  from  Europe  stated  the 
resentment  of  the  Dutch  at  the  haughty  and  violent  con- 
duet  of  the  British,  to  have  nearly  reached  its  acme.  Mr. 
Laurens  sailed,  entrusted  with  two  negoeiations  of  hi<»ii 
import,  and  cheered  by  bright  anticipations.  Scarcely 
however,  had  the  vessel  which  eonVeyed  him,  descried  the 
tOQSt  of  Newfotindlanit,  when  she  was  attacked  and  taken 

^  J**?  M.^^i^**  ^1^**^*  ^***  ^^**^'-     '^'^^  l>oldnesd,  celerity,  and  con. 
^(1  skill  of  an  English  sailor  rescued  from  the  waves  the  fined  in  the 
papers  of  the  American  envry,  which  had  been  thrown  i^^5'  ""^ 
twrboard,  but  did  not  suddenly  sink.    On  his  arrival  in  oSv!^ 
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CHiiP.   England,  Mr.  Laiinm  was  ^oiBinktod  to  t^ 
XVIL    a  charge  of  high  treason ;  and,  through  ike  mediyn.of  hk 

papers,  the  a&iiaiBtratioii  was  nade  ao^piainled  with  tho 

^^=^^  existingplan  of  an  eventual  treaty  of  Amily  and  CwMBeroe 
17S0      be^^^n  Holland  and  An^eriea.    AU  the  f^^  omirctod 
^  with  that  plan  were  deliveredt  in  the  begwniBgof  Noves* 
ber,  to  the  Frinee  of  Orange,  ^fho  laid  them,  on- the  Slh 
Ot  the  same  month,  befoi^e  the  Slates  of  Hcdfamd  Mwi  West 
FrieslaiMd.    A  few  days  after,  Sir  Joseph  Yorhe,  the  Bri- 
tish Ambassador,  presented  to  the  States'  QeneraU  no  the 
subject  of  those  papers,  a  memorial^  abonndui^  in  expres- 
sions unsuitable  between  soYereigns,  peremptorily  deoMuid*- 
ing,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  his  master,  **  a  formal  <Usi^ 
yowal  of  the  irregular  eondnet  of  the  States  of  Amster- 
dam, in  entering  ho  early  as  the  month  of  August,  i77t, 
into  a  clandestine  correspon<le|iee  with  the  Amterieaii  re^ 
Iiels,  iuid  giving  powers  and  instructions  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  treaty  of  iudiss^luble  friendship  Hitb  the  said 
rebels.''  The  memorial  further  insisted  *<  on  speedy  satift* 
faction,  adequate  to  the  offenee,  mid  the  exemplMv  pmrish* 
ment  of  the  pensioner  Van  Berkel  and  his  accotflpUees,  as 
di^urbers  of  the  public  peace  and  viokuors  of  the  rights  of 
-  nations."    This  memorial  was  submitted  to  the  Stiiles^ 
Nov'r.  10.  General  on  the  10th  of  November.    By  their  resolution  of 
the  27th  of  the  same  month,  they  openly  and  solemn^ 
disapproved  what  had  thus  secretly  and  irregularly  beea 
4one.  Beyond  this,  their  powers  did  not  extend :'  they  possess* 
,        •  ed  no  jurisdiction  over  the  respective  Provinces,  and,  as  to 
the  States  <^  Holland  belonged  a  sovereign  and  exclusive 
authority  over  their  own  sul^eets,  they  alone  could  infliet 
the  punishment  required.    Upon  applieation  to  them  for 
«^  that  purpose,  they  unanimously  came  to  a  resolution  *^  to 

eonsult^u  Court  of  Justice  in  regard  to  the  requisitiLoa  for 
punishment,  requesting  the  said  Ckuirt  to  give  their  optni- 
on  as  soon  a;  possible,  foregoing  all  other  affairs.''  The 
British  Ambassador  was  made  acquainted  with  this  res^ 
liition,  but  he  declared  it  nugatory  and  illusive,  and  re- 
fused to  transmit  it  to  his  Court.  Impatient  to  eommeoee 
a  predatory  war  against  the  commerce  of  the  Dutch  and 
their  foreign  possessions,  the  British  Cabinet  recalled  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke  from  the  Hague,  and,  on  the  20ih  Decem- 
ber, issued  a  manifesto,  charging  the  States'  General  with 
many  infringements  and  violations  of  existing  stijittlatiotis, 
and  followed  by  an  order  of  Council  <<  that  general  repri- 
sals should  he  granted  against  their  ships,  their  goods^ 
and  their  subjects."  A  few  days  before  the  puhlicatios 
of  the  English  manifesto,  the  States'  General  liad  aeeeded 
,  to  the  measures  of  tlie  armed  nejitrality,  and  iu  their  re* 

criminating  answer  to  the  charges  of  tlie  Court  of  St. 
James,  they  ascribiMl  (he  hostile  and  vindictive  spirit 
of  Chat  Couil,  especially  to  an  accession  so  long  feared 
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mad  raMed  bj  Ofeftt  Britttbu  Tbm  did  Ei|l£id»  im- 
Mlledf  at  tbe^aaie  tiiM»  hj  aatioiial  pride*  illiberal  jea- 
lousjr^  aad  iii9atiate  rapaeioitsaeaiiy  a  people  long  united  with 
her  bj  strong  ties,  and  w^iose  hostiUiies,  owing  to  the  ri- 
einity  of  the  two  eonntriesy  and  to  the  naval  skill  and  re-  ij^Q 
•ourees  of  the  Duteh,  eonld  not  fail  to  throw  a  eonsidera- 
ble  w#ight  into  the  scale  of  the  war.  '  The  importance  of 
this  moflsentous  ineideat  in  the  grand  political  drama  now 
acting  in  both  henusphe^»  was  duly  felt  b;  the  Ameri- 
eansy  although  the  direct  advantacesexpected  from  it,  we^ 
yet  distant  and  preearioas.  Tl^  eomtemplated  relations 
of  Amity  and  Commeree^  and  the  ^e^red  loan^  took  plaoe  . 
at  a  later  dale.^ 


*  ^r.  Jobn  Adams  was  then  in  HoUand-^ut  he  was  appointed  Minis* 
ter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  7  Provinces,  and  commissioned  to  negociate  a 
loan  only  on  the  Ist  January,  178!.  That  gCRtleman  had  been  sent  to  Eu- 
rope in  Jlov'r.  1779,  for  ne^ociating'  peace  &c.  ^i^th  Great  Bntain^  whene- 
rer  that  power  should  be  disposed  to  teminfiito  the  war.  Bp  eaabarked 
at  Boston  is^e  French  frig;&te  La  Sennble  bound  to  Brest— but  she  sprung^ 
a  leak,  anrfjbliged  to  make  the  port  of  Ferrol  in  Spain — Mr.  Adams  went 
by  hmd  to  Paris — ^from  Corunna,  Dec*r.  16,  1779,  he  wrote  to  Congress 
that  Great  Brit&tn  was  not  yet  in  an  htn^our  for  peace.— Ttte  new  Russian 
i^mbassador  to  LondoQ  b^vin^  on  his  way  there,  made  some  stop  at  Pa^ 
ris^a  rumour  spread  through  Europe,  that  Russia  was  about  to  employ  her 
mediation  for  peace — Mr.  Adams  had  no  doubt  of  the  acknowJed^ent  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  beiag  made  a  preUipinary.— 4n 
July,  1780,  Mr.  Adams  went  from  Paris  to  Holland-^we  will  see  him  ixk 
due  time,  arran^g  the  d^ired  loan-— and  the  contemplated  treaty. 
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Jftw  esppeiilum  agdnst  Virgfr^ia,  under  •Arnold— -ifrnoFfl 
landsaJt  fVeatater^^Entere  K^mani^Belaches  Simeae  fo 
Wtiftham^  Injmie^^ike  enemy  at  Mkhn^nd^Skirmwhes 
loith  the  tntm/ — Plan  djkraift^e  Jtmoli^Bitue^ion  of  Frr- 
ginia — Arrival  of  a  French  sguadrfm  in  the  Bay — The 
whole  French  fleet  BoHsfor  the  Chimpeak^  Engagement 
between  D^Estouches  and  Arbuthnat — Btneral  Phiitipg 
Jams  Arnold — La  Fayette  arrivee  at  Bichm&nd — FhiU 
Uf8  taller  the  epimiuifid  ^the  British  ir  oops  in  Vir^ia — 
State  ^  the  eQuntry-^QtpredutionB  of  Phittips  and  Ar- 
noM^-^j^ttr  ai  feter^rg-^-^MopenuntB  of  Phillips  for 
ajunelionwith  V^rmoattis — La  Fayette  encamps  at  IfH- 
ton — PbHUps  at  Pttersti^rg — Cornwa^tis  arrims — Vir- 
ginia resolves  to  eed^  her  TerrUory  JVl  W.  ofthwOhio^  fa 
ihe  VmM  matss^Th^  emfiim^Uonis  eompMtd — The 
plan  against  Detroit  i9  abandoned — Successful  expedition 
a§mn$t  the  Cherokees^Sncf^ssful  sfratagem  of  lAeute^ 
nant    Cok   Washington-^^-^Morgan  is  detached   towards 
Ninety  ^ix-^Vpttleoftbe  fJowpens — Gornwadis pursues 
Morgan — Atlempt  on  Georgetawn^^Generat  Greene  re- 
treats  over  the  VaMdn — Designs  of  Comwtdlis^  Greene 
crosses  the  Dan — Gomwailis  marches  to  Hiiisbdronghf 
where  ht  erects  the  Tloyal  standard — General  Greene  re- 
eritsses  the  Dan — Sta^  of  his  armif-^nt  is  reinforced — 
Lee  strikes    Pyle^s  Royal  mititia— Battle  of  Guilford 
Court- House-^Greene  retreats  to  the  Reedy  Fork — And 
itienee  to  the  Iron  Works-^CornwalUs  retires  to  Cross- 
Creek — And  tttence  to  Wilmington— ilreene  fallows  him 
as  fara<  Rymsffy^s mills — Then  marches  inio  South-Ca" 
hiina — CorRicallis  advances  into  Virginia. 

Sir  Henry  Cliifton,  bent  on  a  vigorous  profteeution  oTtle 
war  in  the  Southern  Sutes,  again  turned  his  ryes  to  Vip- 
l?inta.  The  policy  of  diminishing  l6e  resoiirees,  and  en- 
foebiing  (he  d^efensive  means  of  a  part  of  the  Union,  from 
whieh  so  much  assistanee  was  derired  by  the  country  at 
larg^9  ami  oa  whieh  the  principal  weight  of  the  war  would 
soon  l>e  thrown,  was  obvious*  He  pursued  it.  •  A  new  ar- 
mament was  prepared  in  N^ew-York  against  Yirginia,  and 
^he  dire^'tion  of  it  eonimitted  to  the  parricide  Arnold,  who, 
better  than  any  other  offleer  in  the  British  serviee,  knew 
the  vulnerable  eonditldn  of  the  country,  and  tliolfe  sonrces 
of  revenue  and  military  vigor^  which  it  was  ^sirable  for 
the  enemy  to  drain. 
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IBarlj  in  Dee^mber,  Grenersil  Wathingtoiiy  eTer  attevtlre    €HAP. 
to  the  moTemeBts  of  ther  Britnli,  iDformed  the  Gt^remor   XYIIL 
of  Virginia  of  an  expedHion  destiiied  Ibr  the  Soathwardy  „.._«» 
as  wa$  gi^etn  out  in  JCew-Tork.    Intimatioin  of  a  Bimilso*  *■■=«■ 
nature  troBoi  the  Commaader  in  Chiefs  or  CoogresS)  had^      ^^g^ 
tor  some  time  past^  been  almost  eonstantly  haneing  over 
the  heaitfl  of  the  Governor  and  Connoil.    It  had,  tbereforOf 
beeome  necessary  for  them  to.determine  whether  sueh  in-    ' 
tiinations  should  be  considered  as  sufficient  ground^  at  al( 
timefi^  for  oalling  the  militia  into  the  field,  or  that  mea- 
sores  should  be  ad<^led  only  in  the  event  of  aotaal  mvasi- 
en !     The  financial  embarrassments  4>f  the  country,  the 
ideasy  habits,  and  disposition  of  the  people,  decided  in  fa- 
roar  of  the   latter.    A  standing    army  of   militia  vras 
deemed  inexpedient,  if  not  impraeticHble.    EUMmomy  vras 
BOW  more  necessary  than  ever ;  and  inattention  to  it,  in 
the  beginning,  bad  gone  far  towards  that  rnin  of  the  pub- 
He  finances,  which  strenuous  and  well  directed  eibrts  night 
yet  retrieve. — At  the  same  time,  the  Executive,  thus  warn- 
ed by  the  Qommander  in  Chief,  of  a  blow  which  might  be  . 
aimed  at  (hem,  awaited  with  watchful  anxiety,  the  full 
deveiopement  of  the  enemy's  views,  resolved  to  act  accor- 
ding as  eireumstanees  should  require.^ 

'^rhe  uncertainty  attending  the  cmbMication  at  New- 
York,  was  soon  dispelled.  On  the  30th  of  December,  97 
sai)  of  vessels  were  seen  entering  the  capes  of  Yirginta.  Of 
this  circumstance*  the  Governor  was  informed  on  the  51st ;  DcoV.  31. 
but  it  wan  not  yet  known  whether  the  fleet  thus  described, 
was  friendly  or  hostile ;  what  its  real  force,  and  other  cir-* 
cnmstanoes  were  ;  and  to  what  pohit  on  the  waters  of  the 
Chesai>eak  its  course  was  bent.  It  being  more  than  pro-^ 
bable,  however,  that  this  was  the  armament  announced  by 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  as  destined  against  some  part  of 
the  southern  section  of  the  confederated  States,  Ckneral 
Nelson  was  immediately  dispatched  to  the  lower  countrr-*. 
the  militia,  the  public  arms  and  stores,  were  placed  at  his 
disposal — ^in  short,  full  powers  were  given  him  to  adopt  and 
execute  such  measures  as  exigencies  might  demand.  In  the 
preceding  summer,  the  patriotic  and  zealous  Nelson  had 
been  requested  by  the  Executive,  to  call  together  the  coun- 
ty Lietitenants  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  State,  and  to  con- 
cert with  them  the  general  mea8ui*es  to  be  taken  for  in- 
stant opposition  on  any  invasion,  until  further  resistance 
could  be  organized  by  the  government.  He  had  done  so ;  ^'^^^ 
and  the  most  uniiounded  confidence  was  plaeed  in  his  exer- 
tions.—More  deHnite  inteJHgence  soon  apprized  the  (lo- 
vemor  of  the  hostile  nature  of  the  fieet — and  ol*  its  advance 
ap  James  rarer  to  Warrasquak-Bay*    All  arrangements  Jamiuj  -.*. 


•  Vide  Appendij. 
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were  immdKateljr  taken  for  calling  In  a  wtflkiettt  l^^iy  aT 
militia  for  opposition.    The  hostile  fleet  was  next  obaenwi 
at  anchor  opposite  James-Town,  and  its  object  sufipcised  tt 
b^  Williamsbnrg.    Atailing  themselves,  however,  of  afii- 
Voorable  change  in  the  wind^  and  of  a  ftill  tide,  the  iarva- 
ders,  proceeded  to  Kenilons,  and  thence  to  Wettovnr«    Oa 
their  way,  they  had  taken  possession  of  some  works  wMeh 
the  Ylr^nians  had  at  Hood^s,  by  which  two  or  three  «f  the 
British  vessels  had  been  slightly  injured,  bat  wfaloh  were 
of  necessity  abandoned  by  the  small  ^rrison  of  fifty  nen, 
placed  there  on  the  enemy's  landing,  to  invest  the  works. 
Tliat  either  Petersburg  or  Richmond,  was  the  intended 
object  of  attack,  had  now  become  sufficiently  evident,  hM 
the  orders  for  drawing  militia  having  been  g^ven  only  two 
days,  no  opposition  was  in  readiness.    Bvery  efibrt  was^ 
therefore,  necessary  to  withdraw  the  arms,  reeerda,  and 
whatever  objects  of  value  could  be  removed.    Every  eSori 
was  accordingly  made  to  convey  these  to  the  foandery  «iid 
laboratory,  about  six  miles  ^ove  Richmond,  with  a  fmr- 
tfaer  view  of  transporting  tliem^  if  necessary,^eyoiid  the 
liver  at  Westham,  the  nearest  crossing  place,  Ae  imraieat 
it  should  be  ascertained  on  which  «de  the  Miemy  had  land* 
ed.    Baron  Stuben  had  accompanied  General  Greene  to 
the  South,  as  farl^s  Richmond,  where  he  had  remained  hi 
ord^r  to  assemble,  organize,  and  march  to  the  Southert 
army,  the  new  levies  in  the  State.    On  the  South  side  «C 
James  river,  the  Baron  now  actively  exerted  himself  ia 
taking  such  measures  of  security  as  the  eircumstmiee  re- 
quired.  ^He  thought  Petersburg  the  immediate  obfeet  of 
the  British  army.    The  contrary  soon  became  tnanifost. 
lianding  at  West  over  on  the  4th«  Arnold  drew  up  Ins  men 
in  order  of  march,  and  pointed  bis  route  to  Richaioad.  The 
Governor,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this,  ordered  the 
arms  and  stores,  which  until  then  bad  been  carrying  to> 
wards  Westham,  to  be  conveyed  directly  across   the  river 
at  Richmond  ;  and  sent  orders  for  a  similar  operation  with 
Vespcct  to  those  which  had  already  lieeta  transported  to  or 
near  Westbam.    To  that  place  he  himself  repaired  in  the 
evening,  and  having  ui^ed  by  his  presence,  the  aetive  re^ 
moval  across  tlie  river  of  whatever  could  be  secured,  he 
went  late  in  tlie  night  to  Tuekahoe.    The  traasportatioa 
was  busily  continu^  through  the  whole  night  of  the  4thf 
and  the  next  day  until  the  near  approach  of  the  enenq^ 
Returning  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  to  Briiton%  <qpposite 
Westham,  and  finding  tlmt  the  arms  which  had  been  heaped 
ou  the  bank,  were  open  to  the  cfi*ect  of  artillery  ftum  the 
other  shore,  tlie  Governor  had  them  removed  to  a  safor 
fspot,  ami  proceeded  to  Manchester,  whence  i|he  enemy, 
and  their  busy  movements  in  Richmond,  were  now  in  full 
view.    They  had  left  Westover  at  two  o'clock  the  preced- 
ing day,  had  encamped  at  Four<milc  Creeks  and  arrived^  at 
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one  ^ehkk  ov  the  SOt,  at  BielimoDd.    Tto  mittOar  dii-    CHAP, 
persed  oyer  a  vast  traet  of  eonntrj^  eould  be  asaeoibled  bot    XT  JUL 
slowljr.     On  the  day  the  enemy  advanced  against  Rich- 
ummA,  «oaonly  wefe  embodied.    These  had  been  drawn  i«w«F=*= 
f conn  the  Towb»  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  were  evident^      ^^^^ 
if  toa  few  <o  do  any  thing  ^eetuid* 

^I^be  Governor  desiroos  of  advbing  with  Baron  Steuben» 
W€Wt  to  Chetwood's,  his  Head-f^uartersy  and  there  learn- 
iiip  that  the  Baron  was  at  Colonel  Fleming's,  four  or  flve> 
jmlea  above  Britton's,  he  proceeded  to  tliatplaee.    In  the 
oourso  of  the  evening,  he  was  called  on  by  certain  oitizena 
of  iiichmond,  with  an  offer,  on  the  part  of  Arnold,  not  to 
bam  the  town,  on  condition  that  British  vessels  should  be 
permitted  to  come  to  it  unmolested,  and  to  take  a^^ay  the 
tobftceo  deposited  there*    This  proposition  was  ri^ected^    fiij^iries 
mthout  hesitation ;  and  it  was  soon  known  that,'at  the  vq->  ^^^^  ^y  ^^ 
ly  time  Arnold  was  offering  it,  he  had  detached  a  regiment  ^^"'y* 
e^  infantry,  and  fifty  horse,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Simcoe,  to  the  Foundery,  where  they  were  then  burning 
Uiat  building,  the  Boring  mill,  the  Magazine  and  two  other 
Iiousea.    'the  same  party  advanced  tp  Westham,  but  find- 
ing there  no  objects  either  for  plunder  or  destruction,  tliey 
retired  to  Richmond*    The  next  day,  Arnold  burnt  some 
buildings  of  public^  and  some  of  private  property^  destroy- 
ed a  ^eat  quantity  of  private  stores,  and,  about  neon,  be-^ 
fm  liift  retreat*    He  encamped  that  evening  (tlie  6th)  at  j^nnaiy  ^. 
our-mile  Creek,  and  on  the  7  th,  at  Barclay  and  Westover. 
The  Governor  on  the  same  day,  after  taking  measures  for 
having  the  public  archives  withdrawn  from  their  exposure 
to  the  weather  at  Britten's,  passed  the  night  at  MancheA^ 
ter,  and*  in  the  morning  of  the^th,  returned  to  Richmond. 
The  enemy  continued  that  day  at  Barclay  and  Westover ;  ^ 
and,  in  the  evening,  detached  Simooe's  horse  to  Charles 
City  Court-house,  where  they  surprised  a  party  of  150  mi- 
Htia,  of  whom  they  killed  one,  wounded  thre^  and  took  7 
or  S^  prisoners.     0n4he  9th  they  embarked  their  cavalry^  - 
on  the  10th  their  infantry,  and  began  to  descend  the  rivers 
baving  then  within  less  than  48  hours  from  the  time  of 
their  landing  atsrWestover,  penetrated  SS  miles  into  the 
•eountry,  donli^  the  whole  injury,  and  retired.    At  Rich- 
mmid,  the  piiblic  property  destroyed  or  taken,  consisted  of 
500  muskets,  some  clothing  for  the  troops*  a  small  quanti- 
ty of  sulphur,  some  Quarter-Master^s  stores,  (ot  which  120 
jiides  olf  leather  ooi^tituted  the  chief  part)  some  artificers 
toolSf  and  d  waggons*    Besides  these  articles,  5  brass  four 
pounders,  which  had  been  sunk  in  the  river,  were  discover- 
ed to  the  enemy,  raised,  and  carried  off*    At  the  Founde-  ^ 
I'y,  5  tons  of  gun-powdei*  were  thrown  into  the  canal,  a 

{roat  proportion  of  which  was  saved  by  re-manufacturing* 
^art  of  the  papers  belpnging  to  the'  Auditor's  ofiice,  and  the 
iiaoks  and  pikers  of  the  Council  office,  were  also  destroy- 
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rjr  and  isoofusioa  of  ilu)  iiidnGUMii#  tliey  were  emrriifd  bjr  on- 
tiikt)  to  tke  ^  oundery^  Tbe  enemy's  iV»roe  eonaiBted  elf  «- 
botttiaoo  iDfiUitry^  and  their  oavalry  was  said  t^  i 
tol£0. 

Many  persons  still  lira^  who  reeoUect  the  sise  of 
niond  at  that  tiine.  In  the  eoorse  of  the  Mlowins  ye^r, 
the  JUU  of  the  Legislature  bestowed  upon  k  the  toaguft* 
eent  name  of  eity  ;  but  it  wiis  yet  a  city  in  embryo.  & 
•earuely  nfforded  suffioieBtaeeomniodatioas  for  the  oflleeis 
of  Govemmeotf  of  whkh  it  had  but  reeently  been  flmde 
the  seat.  The  publio  buildings  were  tunporaryaiid  mo* 
dest  In  shorty  every  thing  therr»  exeapt  the  graad  aad 
sublime  features  of  naturkl  beauty  impressed  fay  the  ereap 
tor  himself  on  the  pieturesque  seite^  was  in  a  state  lef  nifsMi- 
ey*  Art  had  given  to  the  plaee  no  means  of  defeaee  wbaU 
ever«  It  eould  be  protected  only  by  a  force  ooUeeted  fpMa 
t&tant  an<l  various  points*  ,  The  fancy,  in  picturing  to  it- 
self the  Mett*opolis  of  Virginia^  even  at  that  epoeh^  is  apt 
to  exaggerate  realties.  Definite  and  accurate  viewa  eas 
alone  r^uee  things  to  their  true  sisse,  substance  and  form. 
On  this  aoeoutttf  our  narrative  is  mafle  to  embraoe  detaib 
ieoding  to  rectify  distorted  or  magnided'estimaios. 
^Yirgifiia  was  not  able  by  maritime  means  to  arrest  an 
iavadf^-at  the  Ci^es.  Had  even  tlie  greater  piurt  of  her 
population  been  efficiently  armed,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
all  her  assailable  points  eould  have  been  secured  from  uh 
suit  and  injury,  against  an  enemy  in  full  possession  of  tk# 
oommand  of  the  water.  With  an  empty  treasury,  witk 
scarcely  any  arms,  with  a  formidable  combination  to  o^ 
pose  in  the  West,  an  advancing  foe  to  meet  in  the  Soutlit 
and  continual  demands  on  her  resources  to^  answer  in  th^ 
North,  it  is  no  matter  of  surprise  that  she  should  not  be  fM« 
ly  preparod  to  repel  this  new  invader  from  the  East-— 
But  let  us  return  to  the  immediate  subject  of  our  narra- 
tive. 

While  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  was  acting  against 
Ilichmond,  some  of  their  vessels  had  penetrated  op  the  Ap- 
pomattox to  Broadway,  where  Ijrcncrat  Smallwo<^,  witha 
party  of  two  or  three  hundred  militia,  with  musk«^  only* 
obliged  them  to  retire  from  a  prize  they  had  taken  ;  and^ 
the  next  day,  having  procured  one  or  two  four  pooaders, 
he  renewed  the  attack,  and  fbreed  them  to  fall  down  from 
City-Point  to  their  main  Ueet  at  Westover. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  militia  were  collecting  on  both 
sides  of  JanMis-  river.  Baron  Steuben  was  extremely  active 
in  organizing  them,  and  in  dii*ectiog  their  smallesf  mova» 
ments.  Vigilance,  supplying  in  a  great  measure  the  want 
of  force,  had  preveateil  the  enemy  firom  crossing  the  rtveiv 
an  operation  which  might  have  licen  ,very  fatal.  The  Ckh 
vemor^  on  seeing  the  militia  assemble  <m  all  sides,  still  ea- 
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total  imponity.  But  tiie  elAments  seemed  to  ftttend  the  wlU    SYIU* 
oftheeoe^y.    The  w^B*»wiuokfi^m<krfrle«ving  James-   ^^^^^ 
trnmvk  haA  set  dtreetly  up  the  piter,  shifiled  to  the  eppesiie  «Bi^» 
miBl  at  the  moment  of  their  emharkatien*    When  they      ^^^ 
lieaebed  Hood's,  ftaroa  Stevbea  was  within  9  or  10  miles  of 
thai  plaee.    The  whole  British  army  was  loaded  there  hi 
the  aight^  Arnold  himself  attead&ig  ia  persen*    The  farave 
Coleael  Chirke»  of  Raskaskias*'*  who  h^peaed  to  he  at   . 
Bichmoad*  pcepariag  Cnt  a  grand  enterprize  against  De^ 
trait,  whea  Anudd  advaaeed  from  Westover,  eheerfoHy 
joined  the  Baron  in  his  tanoyanee  of  the  retiriag  foe.    So 
aoon  as  the  Bntieh  landed  at  Hood's,  he  was  detached  hy 
Steuhen,  with  twa  hundred  and  forty  men-*drew  n  parQr 
of  the  enemy  iato  an  amhnseade^-and  there  game  them  a 
deUbeirate  fire,  whieb  kilted  seventeen  on  the  spot,  aad  ^ ' 

irawided  thirteen*    The  fire  of  the  Amerieans  was  ftebiy 
returned — after  which  the  British  pressed  onward  with 
fixed  bayonets— Clark's  party  were  badly  armed,  and  he 
prudently  directed  a  retreat, — Arnold  slowly  fell  down  to 
C(dblliam»  whence  he  carried  away  sixty  hogsheads  of  tobae- 
OQ.    At  Smithfield,  and  at  Maekay's  dmIIs,  he  destroyed 
some  stores.    On  thedOth,  he  reached  Portsmouth,  in- 
tending to  establish  there  a  permanent  post.    He  had  been 
lately  reinforced  by  three  transports,  seperated  from  him 
in  a  storm,  as  he  proceeded  from  New-Toric  to  the  Capet 
of  Virginia.    The  troops  under  his  eommand  now  amount- 
ed to  about  two  thousand.    The  i^aTal  foree  under  Com* 
modore  Symmonds,  consisted  of  the  Charon,  of  forty  four 
guns,  the  Amphiirite,  Thames,  Iris  aad  Charieston  fri- 
gates ;  the  Fowey,  of  twenty  guns,  two  Sloops  of  war,  a  Pri* 
irateer  ship,  and  two  Brigs. — ^Attliis  time,  about  four  thou- 
sand militia  were  embouied — but  they  were  divided  into 
three  distant  encampments — one,  under  General  Weedon, 
at  Fredericksburg,  for  the  proteetion  of  the  important 
WQi*ks  there— another,  under  General  Nelson,  at  and  near 
Williamsburg— and  a  thirds  uader  Baron  Steuben^  at  Ca- 
Un  Point. 

The  capture  of  the  traitor  Arnold  had,  from  the  moment  PUn^nst 
of  his  defection,  lieen  an  object  of  eager  parsoit  with  all  ^"^^^ 
the  patriots.    The  Governor  of  Virginia  vras  induced  to 
deem  the  plan  praeticahle.    The  following  letter,  addres- 
sed to  General  Muhlenburg  devdopeshis  vieip  on  this  sub- 
jeet: 


*  EiTOQCouily  stated  to  be  a  GoL  Cltfke  of  the  Virfnnia  Ime,  taken  at 
Charleston,  and  lately  exchanged. — (Lee's  Memoirs,  Vol.  It  page  11.) 

The  Clarke  alluded  to  by  Gen.  Lee,  was  Jonathan  Clarke,  a  brother  of 
G;  R  Clarke.  Another  brother  of  his,  Wm.  Clarke,  is  now  Governor  of 
Vpper  Louisiana. 

SL 
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^^  Aeqifaintod  at  you  are  with  the  treasona  of  Ar« 

'  "i^tioMy  I  peed  Bay  nothing  Iop  year  utforamtiim*  or  to  pfm 

^  ^yoH  a  proper  sentiment  of  them.  You  will  resdily  slq^oie 
^^^  « that  it  is  ^ve  all  things  desirable  to  drag  him  trtm  tbose^ 
«<  under  whose  wing  he  is  now  shelter^*  On  his  mareh  ti^ 
'^  and  from  this  pbiee»  I  am  certain  it  might  have  beat 
«  done  with  faeihtyt  by  men  of  enterjoize  and  firmness.  I 
<<  think  it  may  still  be  don^  thoogbt  ^rbaps^  not  quite  so 
^  easily*  Having  peculiar  c<Hifidenee  in  the  men  from  the 
«  Western  side  of  die  Mountaiast  I  roeantf  as  soon  as  thq^ 
«<  should  come  down,  to  get  the  enterprize  proposed  to  a 
f<  chosen  number  of  them^  such^  whose  courage  and  whose 
<<  fidelity  would  be  above  all  doubt  Your  perfect  knowledge 
<^  of  those  men  personally,  and  my  emifidenee  in  your  dis* 
«^  eretion»  induce  me  to  a^  you  to  pick  fromaoMmg  thens^ 
^  proper  characters,  in  such  numbers  as  you  Ihin  best; 
*^  to  reveal  to  them  our  desire ;  and  engage  them  to  unde»« 
<<  take  to  seize  and  bring  ofi"  this  greatest  of  all  traitors^ 
^  Whether  this  may  be  best  efiected  by  their  going  in  as 
«<  fnendSf  and  awaitjng  their  opportunityt  or  otherwise,  is 
^<  leh^tp  themselves.  The  smaller  the  number,  the  better* 
^  so  mat  tliey  may  be  sufficient  to  mi^nage  him.  Bveiy 
<<  necessary  caution  must  be  used  on  thmr  part,  to  prev^rt 
^<  a  discoYcnr  of  their  design  by  the  enemy.  I  will  uinder- 
**  takci  if  t$ey  are  successful  in  brii^ing  him  olT  alive^ 
*^  that  they  shall  receive  five  thousand  guineas  reward  a- 
^«  mong  them ;  and  to  men  formed  for  such  an  enterprpzc^ 
^<  it  must  be  a  great  incitement  to  know  that  their  namee 
^^  will  be  recorded  with  glm*y  in  history,  with  those  of  Van* 
^<  wert,  Paulding  and  WiUiaais.  Tlie  inclosed  ordex&om 
f*  Baron  gteuben  will  authorize  you  to  call  for,  and  to  dia- 
<<  pose  of  any  force  you  may  think  necessary  to  place  in 
^  readiness  for  covering  the  enterprize»  and  securing  iba 
^  retreat  <tf  the. party.  Mr.  Newton,  the  bearer  of  this^ 
^  ^d  to  whom  its  contents  are  eommunioated  in  eonfidenee^ 
'<  wUl  provide  men  of  trust,  to  go  as  guides.  These  may. 
*^  be  associated  in  the  enterpriae,  or  not,  as  you  please; 
^<  but  let  the  point  be  previously  settled,  that  no  diiSeulty 
^<  may  arise  as  to  the  parties  entitled  to  partidpate  of  tlM 
^«  reward.  You  know  bow  necessary  profound  seereey  is 
^<  in  this  busioess,  even  if  it  be  not  undertakm;^ 


It^entment  for  injuries  inflicted  on  tbemselvoB,  oofli- 
bining  in  the  breast  jof  Yirginiansi,  with  the  detestation  and 
abborrenee  geaerally  inspired  by  Arnold's  treaeheiy,  there 
wepe  men  in  Mufalenburg's  corps  willing  to  untlfnKake  even 
without  any  other  reward  than  the  gratitude  of  their  eoun- 
try,  the  pro]jKh>ed  task ;  but  Arnold  had  become  more  can* 
tious,  and  circumspect ;  he  now  lay  close  in  his  quartera 
tit  Portsmouth  i  and  never  afterwards  unguardedly  vposol 
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bit  penoD.    Sfef  tberefbre,  eseaped  the  |niidsh|iieiit  whidi  CHAP, 
pnblio  yengeance  intended  for  hini ;  not  be  did  not  CBeape    XYIIL 
the  infiiDiy  due  to  traitors ;  and  lost  as  he  seems  to  have  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
been  to  almost  all  sense  of  honor  and  shame^  sftill  it  is  to  ^^"^^^"^ 
be  presumed  that  he  eould  not  so  eflbetnally  tilenee  the     j^g^ 
Toiee  of  remorse,  as  not  seeretly  to  nndergp^  at  times,  the 
torments  of  a  mental  hell.* 

The  real  situation  of  Yii^ia  is  strongly  depietured  in 
the  letters  of  the  Goyemor.  ^  The  fatal  want  of  arms/'  ho 
wrote  to  the  President  of  Congress,  on  the  8th  of  F^brnarj, 
^  puts  it  out  of  our  power  to  bring  a  grei^er  foree  into  the 
field  than  will  barely  suffice  to  restrain  the  adventures  of 
the  pitiful  body  of  men  the  enemy  hare  at  Portsmouth. — 
Should  they  be  reinforced,  the  country  will  be  perfectly 
open  to  them  by  land  as  well  as  by  water.''    *^l  have  been  situation  of 
knocking  at  the  door  of  Congress/^  ho  wrote  to  a  friend  on  Virginia. 
the  17th  of  the  same  month,  <«  for  aids  of  all  kinds,  but 
espeeially  of  arms,  ever  since  the  middle  of  summer*  The 
Speaker,  Harrison,  is  gone  to  be  heard  op  that  subject. 
Justiee,  indeed,  requires  that  we  should  be  aided  power* 
folly*    Yet,  if  they  would  only  repay  us  the  arms  we  bave 
lent  them,  we  should  give  the  enemy  trouble,  though  a- 
bandoned  to  ourselves."    On  the  same  day,  he  addressed  pebruiryr 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  nearly  in  the  same  words,  **  Arms 
and  a  naval  force/'  he  observed,  <<  are  the  only  means  of 
salvation  for  Virginia.    Two  days  ago,  I  received  Infor- 
mation of  the  arrival  of  a  sixty- four  gun  ship  and  two  fri- 
gates, in  our  Bay,  being  part  of  the  Sect  of  our  good  Ally; 
at  Rhode- Island*    Could  they  get  ai  the  British  ships,  they 
are  sufficient  to  destroy  them,  but  these  are  drawn  up  into 
Elizabeth  river,   into  which  the  sixty*  four  cannot  enters 
I  apprehend  they  could  do  nothing  more  than  block  up  the 
liver.    This,  indeed,  would  reduce  the  enemy,  as  we  could 
eut  off  their  supplies  by  land :  but  the  qieration  requiring 
much  time,  woald  probably  be  too  dangerons  for  the  auxi- 
liary force.   M  ot  having  yet  had  any  partieularinformation 
of  the  designs  of  the  Freneh  Commaqdor,  1  cannot  pretend 
to  say  what  measures  this  aid  wiU  lead  to."    On>  the  81  h  of  Mi^ch  8. 
March,  Governor  Jefferson  again  wrote  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief:  ^<  I  was  honored  with  your  Exeeltenoy's  letter 
within  seven  days  after  its  date.  We  have  aoeordingly  been 
making  every  preparation  on  our  part  which  we  are  able 
to  make.    The  miU  tia  prraosed  to  opetatCj  wiU  be  upwards 
of  four  thousand  from  this  State,  and  one  du^usand  or  twelve 
hundred  from  CaroKaa,  said  to  be  under  General  Gregory. 
The  enemy  are  at  this  time,  in  a  great  measure,  blockaded 
hy  land,  there  being  a  force  on  the  East  side  of  Elizabeth 
river.    Th^  snfibr  for  provisions,  as  they  are  afraid,  to 

•  Virtutem  videani  intabeacantgue   reiktaf ^Gen,   Washington   thou|^t 
Arnold  80  hftcknejed  in  crime  m  to  be  iiicapftb\|B  of  remorBe. 
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neighbourhood,  and  eoiae  upoo  thotti.  Wei^it  poicible  to 
block  vif  the  ri¥er»  m  liUte  tisio  wouM  sidke  to  r^dmtib 
them  bjr  ^a»t  and dewrtiomc  ftnd  vrmM  be  mof^Bnpoit 
to  etent  than  ail  attempt  by  storm  "  The  FVeaek  si^mn- 
4roii«  however,  had  now  retntned  to  Newport^  and  the  «^ 

2«ration  here  alluded  to  by  the  Governor,  relate  I*  ano-^ 
er  aaxiliary  foree,  from  which  die  ruin  of  AmoMf  mad 
the  desmiction  of  hk  party ,  were  emidendy  expended*  ft 
H  BCoesBary  to  present  to  the  reader  a  fUJ  view  of  the  ei^- 
eonslaiiees  whi^  tlins  promked  reiler  to  yirgiiii%  and 
IkroateHed  the  traitor  with  imminent  danger^. 

Neither  (General  WasMneton,  nor  the  Coi^reeB  emU 
look  with  a  tranquil  eye  on  me  distresses  and  perils  of  Vus. 
I^oia.    The  impo!»%iUty  of  entting  off  Arnold's  vetnal 
without  a  naval  foree,  was  obvious ;  and  so  long  as  the  Bii- 
tish  should  retain  the  eonftnaad  of  the  Sea  along  the  Athe* 
riean  ooast,  the  Freneh  iteet  mast  remain  Inaetivo  in  tko 
harborof  Newport.    The  elements  nnexpeetedly  gave  the 
latter  a  momeaiary  unperiority.    Towards  the  eloao  of  Jm- 
nnary,  a  detachment  from  the  British  fleet«uBtalned,  on  tho 
Bast  end  of  Long  Island,  a  ilreadful  wUamity,  in  a  fiii4oaa 
tempest.  *  The  CuHoden,  a  new  ship  of  seventy «fomr  gnas^ 
was  totally  loat ;  the  Bedford,  of  the  same  fbree;,  iras  die- 
masted,  and  otherwise  much  injoreiA ;  and  the,  Ameriea  wtt 
driven  so  far  to  sea,  that  Arlmthnot  long  thought  she  had 
Ibundered.     This  occurrence  affijrded  an  cipportunity  of 
wrealdng  on  Airnold  signal  vengeanoe,  and  of  relieving,  nt 
the  same  time,  a  Slate  (hat  had  so  many  claims  to  prole»- 
tion.    The  Commander  in  Chief  urged  the  assistadee  oftho 
"Whole  French  Heet,  with  a  detachment  itf  a  thousand  troops 
from  Uoehambeau's  army,  tor  this  important  ol]geet.    At 
<tbe  same  time,  he  ordered  a  detachment  of  t  wel ve  limidred 
tnem  under  the  command  of  General  La  Fayette,  drawn 
from  the  lines  of  New-England  and  New- Jersey,  imme^ 
ately  to  march  I0  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake.  There  these 
•men  were  to  embark  for  the  intended  theatre  of  aetioli,  nn^ 
der  eonyoy  of  a  French  Frigate,  which  tlie  Commander  in 
Chief  was  sure  of  obtaining,  for  that  purpose,  from  tlio 
|>*rench  Admiral.    The  plan  of  General  WasUngton  vras 
eommensumte  with  the  object  in  view^-it  eould  soaroely 
fail  of  sueoess.    Unfortunately,  it  had  been  anticipated  on 
a  smaller  scale.    The  Chevalier  De  La  Luzerne^  at  tlio 
s*eqnest  of  the  Congressional  Delegates  from  Vitf^la,  had 
pressed  on  the  Chevalier  Destouehes,  who,  upon  the  death 
of  Admiral  De  Ternay,  at  Newport,  had  assumed  the  com- 
mand  of  the  French  fleet,  the  expediency  of  detaoMng  a 
oquadron  to  the  Chrsapeak,  should  ciroumstanoes  &vor 
-such  an  enterprize.  The  Delegates  had  represented  a  small 
forcte  as  adequate  to  the  contemplated  reJief— and  sneh  a 
force  wooldf  indeed^  have  been  sufficient^  had  not  Arnold 


gfeeMoJ  ft  utoIlM  iM««e8rfMc)  to  rtiift  of  a  "e0M8iii*d«s^p-  C&AJf 
tSoo.     In  eonseqiieBee  of  tfais  pirevious  idea^  when  (JeMMd    XVill. 
lWii»biiigt«ii^  more  formkhihle  sebeme  was  eoMiniuitiiiated, 
«ic  tAxty  t&Wf  tfod  the  two  frigates  alluded  to  l^*  the  Oev-  «*«=* 
emor,  n  his  letter  of  February  17,  had  ateeady  sidled  fbt     ^^i^ 
tbe  Chesapeak ;  and  tlie  aetivity  of  the  British  Admhral  in 
rq^ring  his  damaged  ships,  wndei^d  It  dangerous  for  Det- 
tdaeheB  to  put  to  sea  with  tfa»  rendM  of  the  leet. 

De  TiJly  commanded  the  small  squadron  sent  ag«imft.J^^- 
nold.     ¥1Ming  bis  intended  prey  6ift  of  Ms  reaefa»  9bA  fear- 
ing to  be  himself  intercepted  by  a  superior  hostile  fonroe^  he 
Boon  left  the  Bay  and  returned  to  Newport.    Although 
disappointed  in  a  favourite  and  important  objeel,  he  was, 
tn  sinne  degree,  fortunate.    He  fell  in  wilh  tbe  Bonmlns, 
li-Sritinh  man  of  war  of  forty-four  guns,  whiob,  totally  un- 
siispieious  of  danger,  was  about  to  enter  the  Capes,    IWb 
He  Tilly  made  a  priae,  and  earrlcl  into  Newport. 
'  In  the  Romulus,  were  persons  formerly  reriding  in  Yii^« 
•  niB,^  nome  of  whom  traitors,  .who  deserved  exemplary  pu- 
Bishntent--HMid  others  vindictive  enemies  to  the  State.    For 
these  persons,  it  was  fortunate  that  the  Allies  tbougirt  It 
unworthy  of  tbei^  arms,  io  imitate  the  cruel  poliqradopted 
by  Olintm  arid  Cornwaltis,  in  South  Carolina. 

Upon  De  TiHy's  return,  Destouches  and  Roehambeau^  The  whole 
necessatiiy  struck  wilh  the  hnportanee  of  the  ol^eef  surged  ^^r***5f^ 
by  Washington,  resolved  on  a  second  expedition  lo  tbe  Che-  chwapciSkf 
sapeaky  with  tbe  whole  fleet,  and  a  detachment  of  elovien 
hoDdred  men,  under  the  eommiMd  of  Count  De  YiombreiL 
This  measure  better  accorded  with  the  martial  aribr  of 
tlie  French  officers  and  soldiers,  than  the  langotir  and  in- 
aetivity  of  Rhode-Island.  Daring  the  winter^  the  Marquis 
De  Iju  Fayette,  his  brother  in  law,  the  Viscount  De  Noail* 
les,  the  (5ount  De  Castine,  the  Marquis  De  Laval,  Count 
De  Damas,  and  several  other  distinguisbed  ofRcers,  whom 
tbinr  zeal  to  serve  America*  prompted  to  seek  the  oppoi*- 
tnnity  of  a  winter's  campaign  to  the  Southward,  had  visit- 
ed Virginia.    They  now  rcgolced  at  the  prospect  of  bril-  ' 
Uant  military  successes  in  that  State;  but  the  hour  had 
not  yet  come.    Fortune  seemed  to  delight  in  multiplying 
the  incidents  of  a  (dot,  the  grand  eatasti^ophe  of  which  she 
delayed  only  to  make  it  the  more  s^kiiig  and  decisive.*-^ 
After  a  conference  with  Grcneral  Washington,  in  which  tho 
particulars  of  the  expedition  were  arranged,,  the  French 
Admiral  salted  from  Newport,  and  La  l<ayette  continued  March  s. 
his  march  to  the  Southward.    Wif h  this  second  enterpriTsCf 
the  preparations  mentioned  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia  in 
ihe  last  quoted  letter,  were  c<mheeted« 

•  These  arc  the  ezprefl4on8  of  General  Washington^  in  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  Govemoh  Jefferson,  to  introduce  to  mm  the  Marquis  De  La 
JPaycttf,  &c.  .»- 


*6a  HISTOHTOF 

CHAP.       Destouebes  was  firilewed  bjr  Arbatbnol»  nrho  left 

X  VUL   diner's  Bay  on  the  lOih,  and  overtook  his  opponent  off  Caps 

Henry.  The  two  fleets  were  well  poised  in  point  of  strength ; 

'  for,  altbongh  the  British  were  superior  in  the  nmnber  of 

i7Sl  ^^^^^  g^^*  <^<I  ^^  weight  of  their  metal,  the  French  had 
more  men.  This  point,  however,  is  to  be  decided  bj  oaval 
crities  only.  In  tlie  thanks  returned  to  the  Chevalier  Des- 
touehes  by  Congress^  the  British  fleet  is  stated  to  bare  been 
of  superior  f^ree. 
^f^       Upon  Arbuchnot  lyvertaking  the  Freneh  fleet,  an  engage- 

'Sl^De»»  ^^^^  beeame  unavoidable.    The  conflict,  however^  was 

touthes  and  oonflned  to  a  few  ships.    It  lasted  about  one  hour.     Both 

Axbntlwot.  gjdes  claimed  ihe  victory.  Destouches  called  a  Couneili^f 
"War,  and  his  return  to  Newport  was  judged  expedient.— 
Thus  was  the  traitor  Arnold  again  reseudL  from  the  igno- 
minious punishment  due  to  his  crimes.«.and  Virginia  again 
left  to  her  own  effbrt8...single-handed  and  idmost  unarmedi. 
The  congratulations  of  the  Commander  in  Chief*  and  the 
gratitude  of  Congress,  testified  that  the  enterprise  had 
been  cheerfully  entered  upon,  and  the  contest  gsdiaotly 
GcRjenl    maintained.     Yet,  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in 

Fhfllips       view  was  unfortunately  marred— an  issue  which  was  soon 

^^'^*  followed  by  the  arHval  in  the  Bay,  of  two  thousand  addi- 
tional troops,  under  tlie  command  of  Ma|or-6eneraI  Phil- 

^'•^  ^  Ups.  On  the  16th,  General  La  Fayette  bad  reached  Y  orik 
Xiis  troops  had  remained  at  Annapolis.  The  engagement 
on  the  16th,  and  its  consoquenees,  deviously  jaflUeted  this 
gallant  leader,  who  panted  for  action.  He  reluctantly  re- 
traced his  route  to  the  head  of  Elkf  where  his  chagrin 
was  somewhat  soothedji  by  learning  that  the  Commander  ift 
Cliief  and  General  Greene,  had  committed  to  him  the  de- 
fence of  Virginia.  The  task  was  difficulty  but  glorious;  it 
therefore,  accorded  with  the  active  and  soaring  spirit  of 
the  young  Marquis,  who  hastened  to  tlie  theatre  of  his  f«- 
ture  operations-  His  corps,  originally  smallt  Was,  at  flrst, 
hourly  di minished  b.v  desertioi.  The  troops  composing  tho 
detachment,  were  mostly  drawn  from  the  Northern  States; 
they  feared  the  influence  of  a  Southern  climate ;  and  havrag^ 
expected  only  a  short  expedition,  they  were  unpro  vided~witK 

.;;  « eh^hing  suited  to  the  approaching  season.    To  eouateraot 

80  many  inauspicious  circumstances.  La  Fayette  employed 
those  moral  stimulants,  the  efficacy  of  which  his  own  ardent 
and  noblelM^som  hadso  often  felt.  Far  from  disguisiiig  to  hit 
men  the  perils  and  toils  before  them,  be  oandidly^opeaei 
to  their  view  the  difficulties  ot the  entorprize;  but,  at  the 
Mune  time,  he  told  them  of  the  honor  to  be  acqttired....of 
the  gratitude  of  their  Soutliem  brethren...of  the  foul  seom 
of  deserting  the  post  of  danger...yet,  if  any  of  them,  he 
added,  were  unwilling  to  prooeed,  they  might  apply  to  him 
for  permits  to  return  to  their  respective  regiments.  *  Tb^ 
app^  was  not  lost.    Sucb  chords  are  never  vibrated  it 
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vaiDrbj  a  leader  whaiiiA^ired  and  beloved.    From  that   CRAPit 

momen^r  desertion  ceased.  Every  one  became  eager  to  seek    XTUL 

honourable  fatigues  and  dangers.    But  La  Fayette  could 

BOt  be  iodifTerent  to  the  wants  of  these  brave  men.    He-  ==^* 

gardless  of  fortune,  with  no  other  passion  but  a  ehivalric      ^^g|^ 

love  of  fame,  he  borrowed  from  merchants  in  Baltimore, 

upon  his  own  credit,  sums  sufficient  to  furnish  his  little  l^F^^tt* 

army  with  shoes,  linnen,*  spirits,  and  other  articles  of  pri-  £^^^ 

nary  necessity.    Rapid  marches  speedily  brought  him  to  ApiU  ^* 

So  soon  as  the  Governor  was  apprized  of  the  return  of 
the  French  fleet  to  Rhode- Island,  and  of  the  reinforcement 
which  shortly  after  joined  Arnold,  he  again  cried  aloud  to 
Congress  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  arms,  and  a  body 
of  regiilars.    The  latter  had  now  come :  but  the  fatal  want  ' 

rf  arms  was  still  felt.  *«  1  observe,'*  wrote  the  Governor 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  on  the  28th  of  March,  <<  a 
hite  resolve  of  Congress,  for  furnishing  a  number  of  arms 
to  the  Southern  States;  and  I  lately  wrote  to  you  on  the 
subject  of  ammunition  and  caf^tridge  paper.  How  much  of 
4liis  State  the  enemy,  thus  reinforced,  may  think  proper 
to  possess  themselves  of,  must  depend  on  their  own  modera- 
tion and  caution,  until  these  supplies  arrive.  We  had  hoped 
to  have  received  by  the  French  squadron,  under  Monsieur 
Sestouehes,  eleven  bnndred  siand  of  arms,  which  we  have 
aA  Rhode-Island,  but  were  disappointed."! 


•  Let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  the  ladies  of  Baltimore,  cheerfully  and 
quickly,  made  the  summer  dothes  for  the  troops.  Congress  ailerwards 
repaid  those  patriotic  merchants. 

f  As  it  is  only  from  specific  details  that  the  real  situation  of  tfainn  can 
be  understood,  va^e  and  declamatory  narrative,  leaving  in  the  mind  none 
but  distorted  inu^ei,  we  trust  we  will  be  for^ren  for  our  fi*equent  quo- 
tations* On  the  3rd  of  April,  1781,  a  Member  of  the  Virginia  Del^fatum 
wtote  to  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of  these  arms.  *'  The  letter  from 
the  Operation  by  t!ie  last  post,  informed  you  of  the  arrival  of  tlie  stores 
here,  which  were  to  have  been  delivered  in  Virginia  by  one  of  the  French 
ah^.  The  infinite  importance  of  them  to  the  State,  especially  since  the 
amval  of  a  reinfim^ement  to  \mold,  of  which  we  are  juat  appnaed  by  th^ 
Marquis,  has  detennined  the  Delegates  to  fbru^ard  them  by  land  without 
loss  of  time.  This  will  be  attempted  m  the  first  instance,  in  the  channel 
of  ibfi  Quarter-Master's  Department,  and  if  it  cannot  be  effected  in  that 
iBode  without  delay,  we  propose  to  engage  private  wagKons  for  the  pur# 

frae,  on  the  credit  of  the  State  Should  the  latter  alternative  be  embraced, 
find  it  win  be  necessary  to  stipulate  instantaneous  payment  from  the 
TTeaaury,  on  the  arrind  of  the  waggons  at  Riehmond,  m  wfmie,  otihtokt 
iigmtinerual  eyrrmey,  to  the  res/  amount  thereof.  I  Mention  this  ciroum^ 
ataace  that  you  may  be  prepared  for  it  The  expence  of  the  transporta- 
tion win  be  between  five  and  six  hundred  ]>ound8,  Virginia  money — the 
^change  between  8f>ecie  and  the  old  paper  is  at  present  about  135  for  1.** 
Some  time  after  thii,  when  Virginia  was  over^nm  by  the  enemy,  ^lotiiet 
Member  of  the  Delegation  wrote :  <'  Exertion  and  unanimity  are  now  more 
than  ever  requisite  m  the  State  of  Virginia.  Assistince  wQI  come  but 
alowW«-but  I  beseech  you  to  avoid  despair.  It  can  only  produce  division, 
wht<«  iHH  increase  your  distresses,  without  procuring  for  you  one  valua^ 
Ue  codi    This  State,  (the  letter  was  from  PhUadclph&i)  and  some  ofhers 
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CHAP.       MMiyF.eeBfr»}  TWUfB  hmi  takra  Om* 
XTIIL    British  troops  «t  PorisuioHth,  to  the  grei^t  joy  of  tlie 
^^_^^__  cers  and  men,  who  relnctnQtl^'  served  under  Ar«aU;  for* 
■'*"™^^'  aceordisg  to  a  trite  remark  founded  in  the  iminutaUe  Mb* 
J    irsi      ^ure  and  relations  of  things,  vt\\il9i  trea«o«  is  eneoimgi^d 
and  xewardedy  trait(^*s  are  despised  and  haled-    PhiilifSy 
l^hOiips     ^^^^  completing  the  fortifieations  at  Portsmouth,  t^^mmt' 
takes  the     menced  ofiensive  operations.    For  some  tim^'ke  had  bnea 
^'JJJ'**^     preparing  a  eonsideraWe  number  of  boats;  Uut  i¥hetlier  he 
British        meant  to  go  Southwanll.^,  or  up  the  river,  no  leaduig  eir- 
troopi.         cumstanee  had  yet  decided.     On  the  7th  of  AprtU  reoda- 
tions  of  Congress  for  removing  stores,  provisions,  and  horses 
from  the  counties  of  Aceomaek  and  North^mptooy  were 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  ;  but  there  vera  no  nilitaqr 
stores  in  those  counties*  exeept  a  fbw  muskets  in  the  hands 
of  the  militia.    Some  collections  of  forage  and  prorisieiif 
belonging  to  the  Continent,  and  to  the  State^  had  here 
made  there.«.but  such  w^as,  at  tlie  time,  the  condition  of  the 
Chesapeak  Bay,  tliat  the  Virginians  could  not  even  aeinl 
an  advice  boat' across  it  vi^ith  an^  certainty,  much  lesss  ad* 
State  of  th^  venture  on  transportation.    As  to  horses,  those  to  be  foaqd 
^^^**"^'       in  that  part  of  the  country  were  not  such  as  the  eneiiy 
could  apply  to  the  purposes  of  eava1ry...and  very  few  lai^ 
enough  for  the  draught.    Npr  did  the  enemy  direct  to  thim 
counties  his  principal  attention.    We  have  faithfully  de» 
lineated  the  situation  of  the  country.    Many  of  the  anas 
originally  in  the  possession  of  the  State,  had  been  lost  in 
the  Carolinas...many  bad  been  sent  to  the  West^.^and  some 
destroyed  in  the  late  incursion  of  the  foe     The  finanrial 
embarrassments  of  the  country  had  not  permitted  the  Exe* 
cutive  to  give  to  their  laboratories,  adequate  activity  and 
extension.  Legislative  appropriations,  vhich  when  direct- 
ed, appeared  largclv  equal  to  their  objects,  were  by  depre- 
ciation reduced  to  little  more  than  mere  nullities.     Kven 
the  transportation  of  eleven  hundred  stand  of  ai*ms  from 
Philadelphia  to  Virginia,  experienced  great  difBculties.  It 
was  an  ardfjous  matter  to  maintain  regular  expresses.* — 

in  the  Union,  enjoy  most  of  the  blessing  of  peace;  and  attentive  to  othtf 
objects  more  pleasing*,  they  are  not  wflfingfrto  bdiold  the  distresses  of  Vlr- 
^ia.  Confess  is  so  destitute  of  money,  and  consequently  of  power,  that 
if  there  was  the  most  cotdial  disposition  to  five  ironedkte  and  tfftetaal 
assistance  to  the  State,  it  is  not  practicable.  I  have  no  doubts,  Ikoweswr, 
but  that  the  campaign  will  end  favourably  for  us ;  and  it  is  not  improbabk 
tiMt  it  may  foe  the  last.  Be  assured  that  while  I  do  remain  here,  I  shatt 
not  neglect  to  try  ewmy  expedient  which  may  promise  any  r«ilief  tn  the 
State  " 

General  Washington  did  all  he  could  do,  consistently  with  the  general 
good. 

•  « I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  set  the  Continental  line  of  expresses  in 
motion*  which  I  hope  our  distress  for  arms  will  justify,  though  the  errand 
be  not  purely  ('continental.**    Governor  Jeffcisson  to  the  President  of  Con- 
fess, April  7,  1781.    At  this  very  time,  Vir«rJnia  was  fighting  the  battUs 
•  ♦jf  the  Uuion  in  the  CaroUnas,  and  in  the  West^the  cessioa  of  the  Ta> 
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^Want  at  ftmis...irBBt  of  money •••  want  of  a  re^lar  Ibrod^.    CHAP. 
Sueh  were  the  causes  of  those  multiplied  ityuries  whieh,    XTIUL 
Wfore  the  arrival  rf  La  Payette,  Phillips  and  Arnold  in-  _____^ 
iUet«d  on  the  country,  without  tdmost  any  opporition.    Of  ««=■»* 
tiiese  injuries,  we  are  now  to  present  an  accurate  view.  178I' 

On  the  18tb  of  April,  the  enemy  came  from  Portsmouth 
up  James  river,    vritb  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  D^rediitit 
men*  embapl^ed  outboard  the  smallest  vessels  of  their  fleet,  ons  of  Phil- 
They  landedat  Burwell's  Fewy,  below  Williamsburg,  and  Upland  Ar- 
iiear  the  mouth  of  Chickahoniiny,  above  that  town.    This.*^ 
latter  ciiioumstanee  obliged  Col.  Innes,  who,  for  the  pur-^  Ap^ 
pose  of  covering  the  country  from  depredation^  was  sta^^ 
tio&ed  with  a  b^y  of  militia  on  the  North  side  of  James 
river,  to  retire  up  the  country,  lest  he  should  be  placed 
between  the  two  hostile  bodies.     One  of  these  entered. 
'WilliamsbuK  on  the  20th  ;  Simcoe  was  detached  to  Tork> 
wrhere  he  spiked  a  few  guns.    Williamsburg  contained  nO' 
public  stores,  except  those  noecfisary  for  the  daily  use  of 
the  men  stationed  there.    The  State  had  a  ship-yard  oa 
the  Chickahominy  :  the  enemy  burnt  there  an  unfinished 
20  gun-  ship — such  of  the  stores  belonging  to  the  ship-yard 
as  were  moveable,  had  been  carried  some  miles  higher  up 
the  river — ^two  small  gallics  had  also  retired  to  a  mora 
distant  station  for  security-^but  nothing  escaped  the  vigif 
lanee  and  enterprize  of  the  invader^-lmides  the  immedi« 
at^  loss,,  and  other  vexatious  consequences,  produced  by 
this  predatoi7  war,  the  circuinstanee  of  the  militia, bein^ 
taken  from  their  fUrms  at  the  interesting  and  busy  season 
ef  planting  their  maize,  had  an  unfortunate  efieet  on  the 
crop  of  the  ensuing  year.    The  enemy  leaving  Wiiliams- 
bnrg  on  the  22 1,  sailed  directly  up  James  river,  and,  oa 
^e  2^th,  landed  at  City-Point,  on  the  Southern  side  of  the 
eonfluence  of  Appomattox  and  James  rivers,     llie  next 
day,  th^y  marched  up  to  Petersburg,  where  Baron  Steu- 
ben received  them  with  a  body  of  militia^  somewhat  under 
1,000  men.    The  Baren  had  marched  the  regular  force 
frf  the  State  to  the  aid  of  General  Greene,  whose  demands 
for  troops  were  loud  and  urgent.    Although  the  enemy     j^soF-t^ 
were  2«d00  strong,  Steuben  ppposed  their  progress.    For  pet«c»bttr|fi 
two. hours,  he  skilCully  and  bravely  disputed  the  ground 
with  them ;  the  assailants  wece  twice  brolien,  and  preci- 
pitately ran  back,  until  supported  by  fresh  troops.    Dur- 
ing the  interval  of  time  just  st|^ed,.  they  gained  only  one 
mile^  and  that  by  inches.    The  inferiority  of  the  Yii^ini- 
ans  in  number,  obliged  them  to  witlidraw,  about  twelve 
miles  up  the  Appomattox,  till  more  militia  should  be  as- 
sembled.    They  retired,  in  good  older,   over  a  bridge^ 

ritory  bejnond  the  Ohio  Imving  now  been  agreed  to)  as  will  be  presently 
veUtiBd. 
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CHAP.   yifliiA  wm  ^gkm  up  mi  9mm  m  t^ 

XYAIL  a»  U  aeeare  ibrir  retreat^  Tke  wtoto  km  of  ibe  Virgl. 
Btaas  hi  idllefU  wmaded  asd  takeoy  miBomited  U  alwBl  W, 
ThfM;  sttsti^iied  by  the  enemy  vras  ooDJeetitred  to  be  more 
eoQMfleri^.  At  Petersbai^,  and  in  its  4ei|^bo«rlMi<^ 
t^  Biitisb  desls^oyedm  lar^^^ntity  of  t^oboeeo*  Mid  ■ome 
small  voBseb.  Tbc  desf  royors,  then  ditidiag  tlieir  nnaao 
of  destraotioni  proeeedod,  PliUlips  to  Chf^erfieM  Comt 
Boiiie*  iviiefe  be  destroyed  some  barraeki^  and  a  saaB 
quantity  of  6onr ;  and  Arnold  to  Osbor^St  vbere  he 
wmged  a  similar  war  against  the  tobaeeo  depoated^  dm 
'ifare-honaes  of  that  bumble  villa^^. 

A  fbw  Bules  abote  Osborne%  the  small  natarine 
strength  of  the  State  had  taken  a  station  vhieh  wan 
deemed  ndvantageoas,  at  least.,  tenable.  Arnold  seat 
a  flag  to .  the  eommander  of  this  flotilla,  dentandiog 
Ae  snrreader  of  his  foree^  A  defianoe  was  retarnadt 
apon  whioh  some  arliUery  was  ordet^  ap  to  a  saft 
and  faTourable  point  on  the  ban^  of  the  river.  The 
oieet  of  this  was  decisive  ;  and  the  Tirginians,  afic9 
.ieatling  and  setting  on  Are  their  vessels,  eseaped  fa 
^the  opfionte  shore*  In  his  thrasonie  ae«^Qnt  of  this«jqie^ 
dition,  Arnold  has  greatly  exaggerated  the  substaneef  and 
altered  the  foi*m.  Abundant  injury  was,  however.  iirffieC- 
ed  In  the  eonrse  of  this  inuursion.  whieh  but  too  fully  re* 
alized  the  mode  of  warfare  announeed  by  the  Bfitirii 
Commissioners,  ft  ear  Warwiek,  HiiHips  and  Arnold  #- 
AprU^QL  gain  uniting  thmr  forees*  marched  to  Manehester,  where 
a  eonsiderable  quantity  of  tobaeeo  was  likcfwise  tranit* 
The  enemy  had  intended  to  pay  another  visit  to  Biefamoad  ; 
but  La  Fayette  having  arrived  there  the  ^ireeeding  di^^ 
and  been  immediately  joined  by  numbers  of  militia«  eom« 
lulled  them  to  abandon  this  design.  Uetnming  to  Wai^ 
wlt^«  they  repeated  their  fiivourite  seenes  of  eooflagralit 
on  and  plunder,  destroying  all  the  tobaeeo  at  that  piaff«^ 
some  very  fine  mills,  a  rOpe-yard»  tan-house  full  of  hides 
ami  iw^f  together  with  ma^^ines  of  flour,  and  some 
^  flipping.— Ill  armed  and  untried  mBitia,  who  never  before 
«kw  the  faee  of  an  enemy,  had,  at  times,  during  the  eoorsa 
of  the  vrarf  given  oeeasion  of  exaltation  to  the  enemy  ^  bat 
the  veterans  of  Britain  themselves,  while  at  Warwink,  t^ 
fbrded  a  little  satisfaetion  in  the  Sfune  aray.  Six  or  eight 
handred  pieked  men  of  the^  enemy's  light  Infantry,  vmh 
General  Arnold  at  their  head*  having  erossed  the  river 
ttom  Warwiek,  fled  from  a  pat  role  of  sixteen  horse,  eve* 
ry  man  into  his  boat,  as  quiekly  as  he  eould,  some  pui^ng 
,    Norths  some  South,  as  their  fears  drove  tbem. 

From  Warwick,  the  whole  of  the  Biilish  armament 
moeeeded  to  Bermuda  Hnndred,  the  Northern  point  of 
land  within  the  eonfluenee  of  Appomattox  and  James  ri. 
^r%  and  theaee  fell  down  towards  WiUiamsbaig.    On 


vpoB  the  arfival  ^  a  bMt  from  PorUmMth  witt  diipftteii*    XVIIL 

4B8t  k^  ga^  ^  ng^9  ud  the  whole  erowded  sdl  up  the  rl» 

^#r  again  with  a  fair  wild  and  tide*  and  ov  the  7^  eame  «■«■■• 

to  ameher  at  Brandon.    'I  here  six  dagrB  provisioBa  were      ^^g^ 

dealt  oat  to  every  man :  the  amy  uto  then  landed }  aady 

JOB  the  9thf  inarehed  into  Petersmtrg. 

Upon  th^  retrograde  aioy emieilt  of  the  eaemyt  LaFayetia 
had  taken  a  position  between  CSriekabomh^  and.Pamunlqr 
rivers*  so  as  eqnalfy  to  eorer  Biehmond  and  some  other 
Snieresting  ports 'Of  the. State.    Oeneral  Ndson  wasden^ 
taehed  with  some  ndlitia  towards^  WilUamshnrg^  to  wateh 
the  motions  of  tlie  hosdle  foree.  The  retnm  of  Phillips  up  Mbv^sAmti 
the  river  led  the  Marfiris^  to  think  that  Siehmond  waa  of  PhUUps 
threatened.    To^that  place*  he  therefore  quiekly  repaired  forajiincd* 
mth  his  tittle  army.    IntelKgeh^,  not  to  be  ddubted^  had  c^^nJU^ 
JQSt  been  reeeived  by  the  Governor  that  Comwidlis  had,  on 
the  1st  of  May»  advaoeed  fijom  Wilmington  half  vrvy  to 
Halifax^    From^  this  intelligence^  and  trom  the  idreum^ 
atanee  of  PhilHfis  having  laimed  at  Bfandon,-it  was  obvious 
that  the  two  British  armies  eontemplated  a  jonotioof  and 
that  Petersburg  had  been  fixed  upon  as  the  plaee  <^th<^ 
toadesvbus.    Towards  that  town^  La  Fayette  immediatd)^ 
amrohed)  intending  to  take  pofssesston  of  it,*  and  thus  to 
jftwart  the  design  of  the  fSM^.    But  he  was  antieipated  bjr 
jnittlipsv  whOf  thoogh  lobouring  und^  a  mortal  disease^ 
OammnnieaUMl  tor  the  Brili^  anny  the  activity  of  his  owa    ^ 
mind.    So  rapid  were  bis  movements  that  Captain  Mnir^ 
and  Major  Mitehelt  whom  the  Marquis  had  detached  to 
Petersbo^gy  to  eoUeiSt  boats  for  the  passage  of  ht«f  anliy^ 
Were  surprked*  and  made  prisoners.    1  he  position  of  the 
British  being  nnassailaUe,  especially  by  so  small  a  foroe 
as  that  under  La  Fayette,  it  waa  deemed  expedient  agahi  to 
,  eross  James- river,  and  to  encamp  at  Wilton,  a  fbw  mifcs  tiii^jret^e 
helow  Mehmond,  whence  the  military  stores  were  prompt*  enoonpft  at 
ly  removed,  and  deporited  at  difibrent  places  on  James  ri«>  ^^^^'^ 
tor,  bnt  principally  at  Albemarle  old  Court  housct^^^-^^ene- 
ral  Wayne  had  been  ordered  to  reinforce  La  Fayette,  with 
eight  hundred  men  of  the  PiMinsylvania  linC'— in  a  letter  to     ^|^  ^^^ 
GeiH^ral  Washington^  the  Marquis  thns  dispels  the  fears 
Which  a  knowledge  of  bis  ardent  s(drit  might  have  suggea- 
^d  to  the  American  FaUus :  ^  Many  eonsiderhtions  ^ve 
^  induced  me  to  thittk  Aat  with  our  so  very  great  inferiority^ 
^  and  the  advantage  the  enemy  have  by  thiar  cavalry,  there 

,  *  H.  tit6  says»  that  La  Fayette  **  was  too  sagacious  to  have  risked  tluft 
told  measure  of  oceupvin?  Petersburg.*'  The  M&rquis,  however,  inti- 
tnates  that  intention  in  his  letter  to  General  Washington,  May  l8th,  1781, 
(from  WiltoD.)  We  do  not  pretend  to  determine  whether  the  m«asiiie 
was  rarfi  or  not— we  only  state  the  fkct,  upon  the  authority  of  La  Fayette 
himself— unless,  indeed,  his  letter  was  part  of  the  /efru  attributed  U  him^ 
ittOutcasei 
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^  itmM  ftenmeh  ttaSmem  ia  flglitiiig  them  M«iqr  btttsv 
**  own  gH^mid,  and  this  side  of  the  rirer^  «id  Ihit  an  «»• 
<<  gagement  wUeh  I  fear  will  socta  be  neeessatyy  ^^elit  im 
<<  bedefiettred  all  the  Pennsylvanians  arriire,  vhem  I  htmwe, 
<<  by  sereral  letters,  requested'  to  hasten  to  oar  asiietapee;^ 
-*-47oniUnlng  with  the  fenror  of  youth  thojpmAeBoe  if 
matareryears,  the  gallant  La  Fayette  ha|^y  aifteredto 
this  salutary  eaution*    At  thistime,  he  was  sircwgtiieuiag 
Umself  with  militia  as  far  as  arms,  rither  peblie  <nr  yrifass 
tfould  be  eolleotedy  on  the  KoHh  side  of  Janes  riyer,^  *Oc- 
iieral,4ate  Colonel  Lawson,  mad*  eorrespondent  exertioBi 
South  of  the  Appomattox.  The  eommand  of  the  raiiUSat-it 
that  part  of  the  State  was  entrusted  to  him.— A  Tery  das- 
gerous  praetioe  had  been  'faitrodaeed  by  die  eneittj,  of  hgr« 
Sig  under  paroles,  the  whole  eountry  through  whidiibey 
'Were,  at  any  time,  able  to  march,  and  thereby  ttttoapti^g 
to  disarm  its  future  opposition :  thiff  readered  it  ueuissaij 
•Ibr  the  Grorernor  to  take  up  and  reprobate  the  idea,  that 
any  citizen  might  thus  oanctd  his  duties  to  Us  eoaB^« 
•He  issued  a  proclama^n  declaring  the  nullity  of  ou^  pa- 
roles^ and  requiring  those  persons  who  had  already  tafcea 
them,  and  tbofiglit  them  obligatory,  <<  fortHiwith  toTepair 
^<  to  some  of  the  posts,  eHrampments,  or  Tessels  of  the  fins 
«  CCS  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  by  surrender  of  ffaeirper- 
^*  sons  to  mtn^el  siieh  engagements,  and  thereafter  to  ds 
^  as  themselves,  anil  tliose  in  whose  power  they-shouM  be^ 
^should  think  fit,  save  only  that  they  should  not    rHoia 
^  the  Commonwealth,  but  in  a  state  of  perfe^  -emami^Mii' 
^  tion  from  its  enemies,  and  of  freedom  to  aet  as  beeooMS 
^  good  and  zealous  citizens.''— >This  pfodoeed,  to  b  great 
extent,  the  desired  efTect-^and  paroles  of  this  deaeiriptioa 
no  longer  deprived  the  Stateof  the  services  of  «  eoaside- 
f*able  part  of  its  inhabftants. 

Major  General  Phillips  died  at  Petersbargr^n  the  ISth 
of  May.  His  fame,  hifberto  refulgent,  was  «eBpsed  im 
this  vindictive  exp(*ditioo,  where  he  held  the  torch  of  the 
ineendiary,  ralher  thaii  the  sword  of  the- soldier. — Ocrsi 
indeed,  **  Vhe  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,''  totallydisa]^ 
peared.  ft  seemed  as  if  Arnold  had  breathed  his  own  ignoUa 
spirit  into  that  army  which  his  ^presenee  disgnieed-*«s  if 
the  pollution  of  his  baseness  had  eontanrlnated  wlwtever  of 
milltatr -purity  Was  left  to  Britons.— But* wlqf  aeeuse^ 
ther  Arnold  or  Phillips  !  They  acted  under  4iie  high  saae* 
lion  of  their  ma8tei*8.  On  (heir  mastekv.  ihcsL  let  the  ia^ 
dignation  of  mankind  weigh!  <<  when  governments,"  nvs 
H.  Lee,  who,  at  that  vei^ytimCy  w$is  nobly  opposing  in 
the  field,  British  tyranny,  ^  adopt  the  policy  of  plainer 
**  and  conflagration*  they  owe  to  the  WMHd  as  well  as.  to 
-^^  their  nation,  the  Justification  ofsaoh  departure  from  the 
**  liberal  usages  of  v^ar.  tn  everv  condition  of  things  sneh 
*' Jttstifioatioa  is  difficult  ^  in  tliia  stole  of  affiOrs,  it  wm  in- 


*<*  firaetkaMg^    t%esdb|iigatiM  of  Ae  weakest  poMimdr   CSBUiK 
««  ^e  Uiiie^9  te  wtiich  alone  idl  the  <BqpofiftliIe  fi^ree  <€    XVIIL' 

«*  Oreat  Britaiii  had  been  aiitl  was  devoted^  began  to  be  

^^  viewed  as  obun^rieal  even  by  the  Bri^h  efflcers.    The  a*"""^"*** 

^<  battle  ef  €lailfard4iad  fixed  an  impression  on  the  eonditi-      ^^ ^ 

^<  <»n  of  Ae  war,  wUeh  audiUy  declared  the  fatility  eren. 

€4.  of  vietory  itself.    To  biirfi  and  to  destroy  where  oo  hope 

M  of  effbetinf;  the  oigeet  eoold  exist  hot  with  the  infaUiated^ 

<«  was  not  less  eroel  than  disgraeefol»    That  the  only  pas- 

^^  pie  in  the  woridf  ondersunidiQ^  and  enjoying  poiiiMsal  tt- 

M  tierty*  powf^rinl  and  ^enlightened,  the  brethren  «f  Ledse^ 

^  of  NTewtonand  of  vHa«ipden,  shouU  eneoorageby  their 

^  esample,  a  return  to  barbarism,  affords  a  melaaeboly 

^  proof  of  the  ineffieieney  of  the  ^ts  and  seienc«s,  the 

^  aweetsof  QiTilteation,  nay,  even  ol'liberty  itself,  oyer  pas- 

**  MOD    supported  by  power.    Tlie  British  nation  being 

^  gaided  by  ministers  without  taleats,  disi^^pointmentoouM 

M  not  bat  ensoe  to  many  of  their  enterfH^zes ;  whiefa^  em«  ^ 

^^  bittertng  t!ie  heart  instead  of/  eorreeting  the  head,  pro*  i 

.^  <luee<)  t&'  baneful  system^  so  dastraetiTo  of  the  ooinfort^ 

^  first  of  the  farmers  of  Conneetiout,  now  of  the  iriantors 

^  of  Yir^oia ;  keetHng  up  a  sloek  of  irritation  sAd  hato 

^f  to  be  dissipared  only  by  the  foree  of  time.'' 

Thatt  Millip»  was^  in  the  eourse  of  this  expedition  intox-     Hra«;)iti. 
ieated  with  the  hope  of  Mibjugatiiig  Yiigiaia,  sufficiently  ^Sdv*^ 
appears  from  thewantof  temper  and  deeeaey,  whioh  to 
frequently  manifested..   The  annexed  extraet  of  a  letter* 
^rrHteabytbe  GoTemor  to  the  Delegates  of  Virginki  in 
€«mgress,  (May  10)  shews,  in  a  strong  light,  the  haugbtj 
tone  already  assumed  by  the  invader ;— 
"^  General  Scott  obtained  permission  from  the  eomman-   ' 
^  dant  at  rSiarlestoa,  for  Tessels  with  neeess^y  supplies,  to 
M  go  from  hence  to  our  eaptiive  eitizens,  but  mstoad  of  send* 
<<  ii^  the  original,  sent  only  a  copy  of  the  permission  takea 
^  by  his  Brigade  Mi^r.    1  applie<l  to  General  Phillips  to  i^ 

,  ^  supply  this  omission  by  furnishing  a  passport  for  the  vea- 
^<  wA.  Having  ja^t  before  taken  great  offence  at  a  tl»eat 
•^  of  retidiation  hi  the  treatment  of  prisoners,  be  enclosed 
M  his  answer  to  my  Utter,  under  this  address  \  **  To  ^fiwmas 
^Jf^erwenfEmf^itmerieanOoTernorij^Vii^^  I  paused  . 
*<  on  reeeiving  the  letter,  and  for  some  time  would  not  opea 
^  it.  However^  when  the  ndserable  eondiUon  of  our  bre«- 
<^thren  in  Charleston  occurred  tome,  I  could  not  detor^ 
^<  mine  that  they  should  be  left  without  the  necessaries  of 
i^  Bfe,  while  a  puDotilio  should  be  discussing  between  the 
**  British  General  and  myself;  and  knowinje;  that  1  had  an 
<<  opportunity  4>f  returning  the  compliment  to  Mr.  Phillips 
^^  in  a  ease  perfectly  eorre^H>nding,  I  opened  the.  letter. 

•"  yery  sfiortly  after,  I  received,  as  I  'expected,  tlw  per- 
^  mission  of  the  Board  of  War  for  the  flag  vessel  then  in 
^  Uamptott-ready  with  clothing  and  refreshments,  to  pro- 
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CHAP.  <^4ee«  to  Alemadfiiu  1  MdaMud  tad  n^htrnfA  it.  li 
XTUL  <«  Wiiliim  PMU^  £§9.  eiiiiMMmdti^  Uie  BrUi^foricef  M 
^  the  C^mmomomUh  of  Ftf^njo.  Peraonftlhr  luHMth^g 
^  PhUUpi  to  be  the  pimMteti  fium  of  Ibe  proudeil  mh&m 
^<  an  emrUiy  I  well  kinm  he  will  not  open  thk  l#Ucv  ;  hm 
^  Jiving  ooeaiioBr  at  tbe  sane  tiiiie»  to  wHe  Hi  CapUda 
««  Gerkicky  the  il^  OHttter,  1  fatfonned  him  that  the  C«b^ 
^  veatioa  tioop  in  tfait  State*  sh^irid  perfeh  far  want  €if 
^  BeeeiMm»,  Wore  aayshooM  be  earned  10  thMR-thr^i^h 
^  this  ^laie,  titl  General  Phillips  4:ither  awaUo^irod  this 
<<  pili  of  retaliatioDf  m  made  an  »pelog|r  for  hb  riideiie»  t 
^  and  in  this^  should  the  matter  eome  ultinatel}  to  Cmh 
«  gren^  we  hope  for  their  sapporL 

^  He  has  the  less  right^to  insist  on  the  ei^edteioii  ^bM 
^^  flagy  beeause  his  letter,  instead  of  enclosing  a  passfiofft 
^  to  expedite  ours,  eoatainedoal;  an  evasioB  of  theapptt- 
«  eatiott,  hy  saying  he  bad  referred  it  to  Sir  Henry  CEm* 
'<  ton ;  and,  in  the  mean  tiaBOt  he  baa  eon^  4ip  the  river* 
<«  and  taken  the  vessel  with  her  loading  vUeh  he  had  ^mt-i 
M  tered  and  prepared  to  send  to  1  Charleston,  and  whieh 
^«  wanted  nothing  but  tho^passportto  enabio  her  to  4^ 
«<part. 

«<  1  would  furtheo*  observe  to  yon  diat  this  ggntleinn^n 
<<  letters  to  the  Baroii  Steuben,  ftrat,  and  i^erwards  la 
^  the  Marquis  Fayette,  have  been  in  a  stUojNi  intoltanhiy 
^  innoleni  and  haughty,  lba<  bath  these  gentlenien  haws 
**  been  obliged  to  inform  him  thai,  if  hetUnhs  proper  to 
^  address  them  again  in  the  satae.  spirit,  all  iategeoann 
<*  most  cease/* 

By  the  deaf  h  of  Phillips,  the  eomroand  of  the  Britisli 
troops  in  Virgin' a  again  devolved  on  Arnold  $  bntthepra* 
posed  jonetion  h  iving  be^,  soon  afler«  effiieted  at  Peters* 
hurf?,  ComwiUlis  assumed,  of  course  the  direelioii  of  the 
^wfride^ 

Here  we  are  naturally  led  to  take  «  4*etrospeetive  view 
^  irf'the  events  in  eonsequence  of  which  this  new  army  IhmI 
thus  penetrated  into  Virginia.    Afewdetadied  oeeurienfc 
ees«  however,  first  claim  our  attention* 

The  General  Assemldy  broke  up  on  the  Sd  of  January^ 
Previous  to  tiieir  adjournment,  a  resolutionf  waa  |Mmed| 


OomwaOb 
amves» 

BIsyaO. 


•  The  British,  as  we  have  seen,  had  heen  removed  to  Prcdericktowil 
in  Maryhind — the  Gemwnft,  on  account  of  this  new  invasion,  had  beefl 
marched  to  WindteBter. — ^Akxandtia  w»a  the  most  convenient  place  tar 
tikgs  to  both  those  pointa.— — *<  I  shall  ttt  sorrv,"  wrote  the  GoTcmor  to 
Captain  Cerlach,  **  if  this  shall  prevent  your  being'  availed  of  the  paaa- 
port,  M  it  will  produce  an  etenud  bar  to  the  passage  thnmgh  this  9tate^ 
of  toif  thi;  •  to  the  Convention  troo&s.  I  have  had  yet,  no  reaaou  tore* 
pent  the  aei-^res  I  have  endeavoured  to  rend^  the  GuuiAir  part  of  the 
Convention  offieert  and  Soldiers." 


f  See  Appendix. 


iftTMHTftlitotethe  ^friihei  of  CongreBsiii  rnpeet  tettt#^i^  CRAP. 
mmn%  Territory*  North  Weac  of  tto  Ofaio.    To  tbfe  Uiieral    XVitL 
vieaoiire,  the  Stftte  wa»  tfidneeil  by  a  deairo  of  aaeeleratiBg'  ..^...^....^ 
Hb/m  f^oeml  rotifteailoa  of  the  eimMeniey.    ^  I  shall  be  ^^bbsbk 
]nu»fQr,  wrote  the  Gro^emor,  upMi  tiuntmiuiag  thisFeiolif  '  amm 
tiontothePresideDtofOoDgrest^irtheolher^atesofthe      -  '        < 
VtdmB  equally  impreBsed  with  the  Moeuity  of  the  impor-  "L^^^?^ 
tnnt  oonveaiioD^tt  prospeet,  shall  be  willii^  to  saerifleee-  gii^Leris^ 
i|«i^ly  to  its  eoBipletioiu    This  diif;ie  OTent^  eoiUd  it  take  uture,  to 
j^aee  shortly*  would  oatweigh  every  soeeess  which  the  eae-  ^^|  ^  ^* 
Bsy  have  hitiierlo  obtained*  and  reader  desperate  the  hopes  the  w!^ 
to  whieh  those BUeeesses  have  ^vea  birth/'    To  this  reso-  emTemto^ 
latien  was  appeaded  the  sense  of  tiie  L^islature  in  respeet  'y- 
to  the  nadgalioB  ^  theJMBsaissip]^  and  a  free  port  oa  that  Jamiftiy  2. 

The  eonfederatkiQ  was  eompleted  la  the  eoarse  of  the  Theconfip- 
Ibllowinff  month  ;  but  from  Its  defeets.  and  especially  from  f^^^^^ 
lliat  fatsd  want  <tf  eoereiye  powers  in  Congress*  to  whieh  we       ^ 
hareaUoded*  it  did  not  produce  tliose  deoisiro  advaotiiges 
whtoh  its  aealous  advocates*  and  ammng  th^a  the  GkiTemor 
tf  Virginia,  Imd  fondly  expected.  ^ 

Perse veringly  adhering  to  his  design  against  Detroit*  The  plan  j» 
Clarke  employed  several  months  in  imiefMigable*  bat  fi-  gainst  De. 
Bally  unsuecessfttl  eflbrts*  to  collect  a  foree  adteqaale  to  the  u^^li^^ 
raterprtae.  Abodyof  SyOOOmenwasthoaghtaedessaryfbr  ^ 

the  expedition.    The  Illinois  raiment*  Crockett's  batta-      ^ 
Hon*  Mi^or  Slanghter's  corps*  and  detaehmeats  of  militia 
firom  the  counties  of  Fay0tte,  lineoht*  Jeflforson*  Ohioy 
Monongalia*  Hampshire*  Berlieley*  Frederic,  aad  Oreeo" 
brier*  were  to  compose  the  Western  army ;  Clarke*  raised 
to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General*  was  to  have  the  Chief 
•omOMmd*    Next  to  him  was  the  brave  Colonel  Gibson. 
Bys  the  15th  of  March*  the  different  corps  were  to  rendez- 
▼ous  at  the  falls  of  tlie  Ohio — to  proceed  down  that  river 
nd  then  np  the  Wabash. — ^Clarke  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  remainder  of  the  route.  In  his  judgment,  bravery* 
und  abilities*  unbounded  confidence   was  reposed.     The 
IniHtia  of  Frederic  and  Berkely  mtfuifested  rreat  relue- 
tance  to  be  employed  in  this  distant  and  liazardous  service. 
Tiiosc  counties  tnmtmitted  repvesentations  on  the  subw 
^cet*  to  the  Executive  :  and  open  disobedietice  was  intima- 
ted* from  various  quarters,    f  n  the  present  eritied  situa- 
tion of  the  CoQimonwealth*  nothing  was  so  much  to  be  de* 
precgtod  as  intestine  discord.    The  originsd  destination  of 
these  draughts  was*  therefore*  prudently  altered ;  and*  in- 
^    stead  of  the  five  hundred  and  sixty  men  whieh  they  wouM 
have  placed  under  Clarke*  Saron  Steuben  added  two  bun* 
dred  regulars  to  lus  eommand.    But  other  innumerable 


*  Lettef  from  Bxeeutive  to  Generid  Clarke— Febraary  19,  ir81« 
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aadlaiiiptriilfa  jKflte«ld6»M»ie;  owisgtotiie0e»^«»iNi 
as  to  the  rapid  and  momentoui  eveftts  of  iduoh  Viri^im 
was  the  theatre  io  1781,  and  to  the  d^raim^  state  of  tha 
public  finaaees,  the  arOeat  g^ius  of  Clarke  waa^hamA 
down  to  defiMMAve  operatioas. 

C^^oaeL  Arthur  CampbeUy  one  of  the  eonquerors  of  Fur- 
KU8OQ9  oontioued  to  esert  his  useful  activity  in  the  Sottth* 
West.  Informed  that  the  restless,  spirit  of  the  Ch^okaa 
Indians,  was  preparing  fresh  hostililiesf  he  resolved  la  1^ 
▼ert  the  storm  bjr  earrying  war  iato  their  eoanti^*  Their 
towns  were  destroyed ;  their  fields  ravaged ;  seiend  af 
their  warriors  slain;  and  many  others  takea*  The  iwo^ 
Carolinas  inflicted  similar  blows  on  those  turbulent  nei^ 
hours ;  and  a  peaeCf  neeessary  to  both  sides*  was  the  eaa- 
sequcnoe.  A  Fort»  erected  at  the  eonfluenee  of  the  Te»» 
nessee  and  Holston  rivers,  was  productive  to  the  haek  eojw 
try  of  nmny  heaefieial  eflTects-^^nsuring  tlie  full  eooMnaad 
of  the  new  eoaquest — ^keeping  the  Cli^rokee  nalioa 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Americans— preventiug  the  further- 
intrigues  of  the  British  Emissaries^— opening  a  communis 
eation  ^ith  the  friendly  tribe  of  the  €hiekasaws^-«Q4 
with  the  American  posts  on  the  Missi^ippi — finaliy,  pro* 
tecting  the  route  to  Kentucky,  and  indeed,  the  whi^  SoiUJi* 
Western  frontier. 
Notwithstanding  the  unceasing  exertions  of  Gatm  to 
'  atone  fur  (he  uufortimate  affair  at  CauMl^n,  he  had  reriga* 
ed  into  the  hands  of  Greene,  a  command  fraught  witlidiffi* 
oultics  scarcely  conceivable.    The  army  was  sm^.;  tbo 

1  greater  part  of  it  consisted  of  ill  discipUaed«  ill  armed  mi* 
itiaf'  supplies  were  scanty,  irregular,  preearious,  Haeso 
diiBcnlties,  however,  neither  damped  the  ardor  nor  eoa-p' 
fused  or  overwhelmed  the  judgment  of  Greene*  la  tlie 
arduous  campaigDs  of  the  North,  experience, bad  familiar* 
ized  him  with  the  defteieneies  incident  to  the  existing  state 
of  things.  To  these  he  opposed  the  vigor  and  resoarDCS  of 
his  energetic  mind.  As  be  could  not  annihilate  the  enemjr 
by  a  brilliunt  and  decisive  bh>w,  he  adopted  that  system 
which,  by  incessant  annoyance,  .would  ^r»dually  etmsuaiio 
their  strength ;  and  he  saved  the  South  as  it  w^s  to  ho 
aaved,  by  the  utmost  prudence  happily  combined  with. the 
utmost  activity.  And  he  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  th# 
aid  of  zealous  and  able  officers,  as  well  as  of  troops  uneomr 
monly  brave, 

A  singular  smile  of  fortune  marked  the  first  moments 
of  his  command.  Just  before  his  arrival  at  Charlotte^ 
Gates  had  ordered  Morgan  and  Washington,  from  Small- 
wood's  advance  on  the  Yadkin,  upon  a  foraging  excursion. 
Washington  proceeded  as  far  as  Rugelcy's  farm,  within 
12  miles  of  Campden,  intending  to  surprise  a  party  of  the 
enemy  stationed  there.  Surprise,  howevtT,  was  impracti* 
table.    The  efficacy  of  stratagem  l^d  been  evineedi  oa 


nsLemvL  mn 

Hk^OfgfMkee^*  in  sueli  a  way  as  to  render  |ilaiis!Iile  tte    CHA^. 
SMit  exeetiCrie  atterafpts.     Washington,  weH  acquainted    XYllL 

wkk  tbe  eharaeter  of  Hugely,  nirho  oommanded  the  hostile  

P^'^yt  8P*^«  ^^  *  pine-log,  elevated  on  its  branches  a  few  -^sasassms. 
feet  fW^m  the  ground,  the  air,  semblance,  and  attitude  of  jy^^ 
a  fiekl  piece,  ready  to  batter  down  the  enemy's  fortresSf 
wiiieh  an  ateittis  rendered  inaccessible  to  cayalry. — It  was 
merely  a  logged  bam,  defended  by  Bugely  with  106  men* 
Washington  having*  with  most  formidable  parade,  point« 
ed  Ilia  artiUery  against  the  hostile  dtadel,  humanely  sent 
a  flag  to  its  commander,  requiring  submission,  and  nmking 
Irim  answeraUe  for  the  dreadftil  effusions  of  blood  whioE 
mimt  unavoidably  fellow,  in  case  of  resistance.  The  vivid 
imagination  of  Bugely  and  his  men,  finishing  the  outlines^ 
ndy  probaUy,  magnifying  the  size  of  Washington's  ord* 
nanoOf  the  commandant  and  tho  garrison  surrendered  at 
fiBeretioto— ealling  on  a  generous  victor  to  attest  the  an« 
tenable  iitniUion  of  the  Fort  against  heavy  metal,  and 
dieir  yielding  only  to  superior  force.  The  captives,  with 
other  trophies  of  this  Uoodlcss  victory,  reached  Cliariotte 
nearly  at  the  same  time  as  (}enen]U  Greene. 

The  Southern  army  amounted,  at  this  time,  to  little 
more  than  3,000  men.    To  faeilkata  its  subsistence,  to  ^ 

aarrow  the  limits  of  Comwallis,  and  to  feed  that  flame  of 
opposition  which  the  oppressive  and  overbearing  conduct  > 

•f  the  haughty  invaders  had  rekindled  In  almost  every 
breast,  Greene  divided  bis  force— detaohiog  Morgan  to  Monran^^ 
tho  Sotttt^  side  of  the  Catawba — ^and  himself  taking  a  po-  detacbed 
tition  at  Hick's  Creek,  on  the  East-side  of  the  Pedee^  (^  NL^^iz. 
fosite  Chcraw-hilL  .  '  ^ 

Morgan  stationed  his  corps,  consisting  of  four  hundred  - 
Continental  infantry,  under  Lieotenant  Colonel  Howard^ 
two  companies  of  the  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by 
Captains  IVippett  and  Tmte,  and  Washington's  dragoons 
about  90  in  number,  with  reinforcements  of  mountain  mi- 
Ktia,  under  General  Pickens,  the  whole  forming  ultimate* 
fyan  aggregate  of  800  men.    The  strength  and  enter* 

eEo  of  this  corps,  were  severely  felt  by  the  loyalists  :  at 
mmond*s  store,  W^^shington  cutlin  pieces  and  dispersed 
a  body  of  300  royal  militia  from  Georgia.    This  gulling 
annoyance  of  his  friends,  and  his  belief  that  Morgan  in« 
tended  an  attack  upon  Ninety  Six,  cousidei-ably  alarmed 
ComwalUi.    He  was  still  at  Wj^nnsborougli,  preparing 

*  Colonel  John  Wliite,  of  Georgia,  with  4  othen  only,  took  Capt  French^ 
112  British  regulars,  5  vessels  and  their  ore^rs,  an4  130  slant)  of  arms.— 
t1\e  fact  b  \tt\\  ascertained.— &e  liumta^'f  S,  CaroHna^  V§1,  2,  P.  42. 
Yet,  such  tgrtj^oKi^  fotty  as  that  o^  French,  is  scarcely  credible— and  tho' 
there  is  no  risk  in  attempting  stich  stratagcirs,  ihey  ar^  so  ludicrous  as 
tfiemsdves  to  appear  improhabl^.— The  maxim  that,  ••hi  wur  rtsthii^p 
^^htto  b^nc(lfet«dy'*is«tpoilglyeUucidal|td|byf^KhocQMfi*<Dces. 
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t&t  Ms  iMg  meffitated  expefHOoB  into  Iforih 
Ledie^  with  one  thousand  iv^  handred  amlfiaries,  wu 
now  at  Camden.  'IV>  annihilate  Morgan,  or,  at  leasts  U 
prevent  his  re-janetton  with  Oreese^  appeared  aUhafia^ 
tant  to  the  British  General.  Me,  therefore,  deCmeked  tko 
ra|)id  Tarleton  with  his  legion,  part  of  two  r^ments  of  In- 
fantry, and-  a  body  of  artillery  with  two  field  pieees,  ia  al 
about  one  fhonsand  men.  Tarleton  of  course  iprassnperf- 
or  to  Morgan  in  every  thing  but  eourage.  Hisorders  were^ 
to  eross  the  liroad  river,  strike  Moi^^^  and  pasii  Mb  to 
the  utmost,  or,  at  least,  toforee  him  to  leave  the  eotutrj. 
At  the  same  time,  Comwattis  took  the  upper  roate  to 
NoHh  Carolina,  marehing  between  the  Catawba  and  Bre«id 
livers,  while  Leslie  moved  up  along  the  banks^of  tlie  ibr* 
^mer,  with  directions  to  join  the  main  army  at  a  eertafa 
point.  Should  Morgan  eseape  Tarleton,  Comwaffis  reiki 
on  hisintereepiion  by  himself. 

Morgan  wat;  inclined  to  olose  with  Tafletoft,  on  tbc  vei>^ 
ground  which  he  had  originally  occupied  ;*buttlie  advaaoo 
of  ComwalHs  made  his  stay  dangerous.    He  therefore  be- 

Sm  a  retreat,  llie  swelling  of  the  water-eoorses,  and  Oi- 
erdiflicnltiesof  the  route,  delayed  the  progress  of  the 
main  British  army.  Tarleton,  who  had  only  light  troops, 
moved  more  quickly.  Reaching  the  encampment  of  Hor- 
gan  m  few  hours  after  it  had  been  abandoned,  he  IcA  there 
his  baggage  under  a  guard^  with  directions  to  foll€»w  the 
next  day,  and  himself  pressed  onward  with  the  rest  of  lA 
tro(>i^,  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  whose  retreat  was  relnetant, 
and  consequently  less  rapid  than  it  might  otherwise  have 
bcen.-3-l3is(!aining  to  cross  Broad  river,  only  a  short  dis- 
tance in  l|is  front,  or  to  retire  to  a  mountainous  region 
which  he  might  easily  have  reached  in  his  first  march, 
Morgan  halted  at  the  Cowpens,  a  spot  about  three  mfkis 
from  the  boundary-line  between  South  and  North  Canrfi- 
na.  At  dawn  of  day,  on  the  17th«  he  received  tntelligenee 
of  Tarieton's  approach,  and  immediately  prepared  for  bat- 
tle. 

Morgan  has  been  censured  fov  this  determination^-^and 
likewise  for  the  ground  of  which  he  made  choice :  tletoiy 
^absolved  him. 

The  disposifion  of  Morgan  for  tlie  impencfing  conflict,  is 
acknowledged  to  have  been  masterly.  He  drew  up  his  lit- 
tle rrmy  in  two  lines ;  tlie  first  con^sted  entirely  of  mffl- 
tia,  and  was  commanded  by  Pickens.  In  fknmt  of  tbis,  two 
bodies  of  volunteers  vrtre  stationed,  the  one  from  North 
Carolina,  under  McDowell,  ard  the  other  from  Georgia, 
under  Cunningham.  ITie  2d  line,  consisting  of  Howard's 
Continentals  and  Triplett^sandTaiic*8  miliua,  was  drawn 
1^),  a  few  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  first,  npon  an 
emtnenee  in  an  open  wood.  In  this  line,  Moi^n  himseff 
took  his  statif>n«    At  some  disftmce  behmdilie  wh^^ky  wai 


iitirtMiBe  Cotond  WfisliiBvtm  trUhhii  WYidry,  radV  CBAR 
boat  45  militia  mea,  momitM  and  armed  with  swDrdt— foiv  XVIII% 
Ming  a  earps  de  reserve.  The  Tohinteers  in  froat^  were 
•rdered  to  feel  ibe  eaemy  as  he  ipproaehed,  give  a  single  •■■■==^ 
fire,  attd  fall  baek  with  the  first  line,  iwrhere  they  eoald  re-  ±7gt 
Dew  the  ooafliet.  Ta  the  first  line,  direeiiiiBS  were  givea 
to  deliver  a  elose'fire*  then  retire  in  order,  and  then  form 
agaki  on  the  right  of  the  Continentals.  The  cavalry  was 
to  ebarge,  whenever  a  ebai|^  should  be  deemed  proper\i 
WaahiDgton's  judgment  was  relied  on,  no  less  than  his  br». 
iiery.— — -'After  this  disposition^  and  these  orders,  Morgan 
riding  9\eaff  the  different  lines,  harangued  his  troops  with 
that  nnadoraed  but  powerful  eloqa^^nee*  whiebflows  Arem 
die  hieart  and  sound  sense.  There  were  motives  enough 
to  stiosofaite  every  one  on  the  ground,  to  aet  like  a  nan 
aad  a  patriot.  A  r^ubKean  army  does  not  eonsist  merely  of 
meehanieal  agents — possessed  of  celerity,  precision  and  sym- 
inetry  of  mov^nents.  With  the  soldier  who  fights  for  what 
be  understands  and  loves,  the  impulse  is  from  within— and 
If  organ  knew,  as  well  as.any  orator,  what  chords  he  must 
touch.— Kvery  thing  wore  a  promining  appearance—- trust- 
k^  in  Heaven,  in  his  brave  comrades,  and  in  himself,  Illor^ 
gan  e^lmly  waited  for  the  foe, 

IHirleton  had  taken  two  American  videts,  and  rcedlved 
from  them  int^ligenee  of  the  situation  of  his  foe.    Are- 
solution  to  attack  was  the  immediate  consequence.    Cott-> 
tem]itnous  was  bis  opinion-of  the  Ammcan  troops  :  high 
his  eonftdence  in  himsdf  and  bis  chosen  corps.    Advanc- 
ing within  a  few  bundmsd  yards  of  Morgan's  front,  he,  with    ...       ,  , 
impatient  hasten  ordered  the  light  i^d  legion  infantry,  and 
tke  7lh  regiment  to  form  in  line,  with  a  captain  and  sixty 
dragoons  on  each  flank  ^  the  i^st  of  the  cavalry,  and  a  bat- 
lAlion  of  ttie  71st  regiment,  formed  the  reserve^  to  act  ac-. 
cording  to  future  orders.    Before  the  tine  was  fully  form- 
ed, the  impetuous  Tarleton  ru^ed  to  the  attack — his  men 
shouting  after  the  Indian  manner.    M'DoweUkand  Cun-. 
ningham  fired,  and  quickly  fell  in  with  the  militia  under 
Pickens.     'Hie  front  line,   faithful  to  Morgan's  orders, 
poured  on  the  advancing  fi»e  a  close  ana  well  directed  vol- 
ley ;  and  retired  to  the  right  of  the  Continentals,  some  of 
the  militia,  however,  running  to  tlieir  horses,  which  had  ^ 
be^n  tied  in  the  rear,  and  which  it  was  tl^ooght  expedient 
to  remove.    In  the  eyes  of  the  asssulants,  those  were  so 
many  indications  of  a  flight  ;  they  already  considered  the 
day  as  their   own.     Eagerly  pressing  against  the  second 
Une,  on  wdhich  rested  Morgan's  chief  hope,  they  attacked 
it  with  fury  :  tlicy  were  received  with  nnsliaken  firmness* 
Howard,  fearing  to  be  enveloped  by  superior  numbers,  or- 
xiered  a  company  on  its  right  to  charge  its  front  and  fkce 
the  enemy.    The  order  was  mistaken,  and  that  company 
Mi  back.    The  rest  pf  tJi^c  line  did  the  sanic^  suppo^ng  mi 
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the  line  to  retremt  Inwards  the  oaindry,  wd  there  4 
*■■■*••  laksued.  This  order  was  cxeovted  with  great  t 
i78i  ^^  British  iiad  now  brought  op  their  reserve,  aad  lbsgr# 
mere  than  ever,  exntted  in  their  thooghb  (rfaa  entirB^&- 
tory.  Th^  impetooosfy,  and  in  some  disardery  eontkuni 
to  advance^  wfa^n  Hofward  ofdered  his  oK^n  io  halty  and 
faee  the  enemy.  -  Tlie  fire  of  4hr  Amerieans  was  not 
morderone  than  oaexpeeted  to  the  foe»  The  most  t  ~ 
ed  of  the  British  recoiled  in  epaf  tiden  open  these ! 
Howard  now  charged  with  the  bayonet;  ahd  was  j^aei 
by  some  of  tiie  militia,  in  the  renewed  eodliet.  The  Bti- 
tidi  line  was  soon  broken ;  and  Washington  having  nimest 
at  the  same  momentt  engaged  a  detaehment  ^the  iioetijo 
eavalry,  that  had  pasaed  the  finoks  of  the  Coatiaentds 
while  retiring,  and  faUea  upon  some  seatteredmiUtiaf  the 
route  beeame  gimeral.  The  British  yeterMs  bid  dawa 
theirarms  to  the  Amerioan  militia*  Howard  and  Wariuai^ 
ton  rapidly  pursued.  That  portion  of  the  BrikMt  elnral^ 
whieh  had  not  been^np^ed,  retreated  in  perfect  ardei^ 
and  Washington's  numbers  were  ineffieieat  is  make  an  «■*> 
ftimion  upon  them.  In  the  eagerness  of  pursuit,  he  out- 
•tripped  ImTegiment,  and  was  attad^ed  by  T^rlelaa  and 
two  of  his  officers,  who  wheeled  about,  mid  elmrged  himw 
He  defended  himself  with  dauntless  iotrq^dity— 4tserieaat 
and  a  bugler  having  happify  come  up  at  this  eritieal  mm^ 
meat,  Tarleton  and  bis  two  eompanions  were  wounded  in 
the  struggle,  and  found  it  difficult  to  eseape. 

•      The  los  of  the  British  was  eoariderable.*    The  impofw 
tane§  of  this  Tietory  was  felt  on  both  sides.    Il  broke  the 
talisman  of  terror  whieh  iWIeton  had  hitherto  held  orer 
the  heads  of  the  militia ;  it  invigorated  the  spirits  and  thr 
^  hop»  of  the  patriots ;   and  disoouraged  the  firiends  <tf 

Great  Britain.  Stedman  aseribes  to  it  every  disaster  that 
subsequently  befd  Lord  Comwallis ;  and  Ramsay  consi- 
ders it  as  ^<  the  first  link  in  a  grand  ehain  of  causes  vthUk 
finally  drew  down  ruin,  both  in  North  and  South  Qarolina, 
on  aid  royal  interlst,'' 

Congress  justly  rewarded  Morgan^  and  his  brave  oflkers 
— some  with  medals,  others  with  swords.    The  whole  ar 

.  my  received  a  tribute  of  commc^ation  and  gi*atitode.t 

*  C^eral  Stcvem,  who  Wm  with  General  Grecoeat  the  tim^  snd  ooo« 
seqaentl^  had  opportunitiea  of  good  infprmation  on  this  tutject*  makes,  in 
'  one  of  his  letters^  the  following  statement: 

,*  British  killed  on  the  field,  Ujiwards  oflOO«  ImOnding  10«  IScAcen 
— Wounaed,*between  2  or  SOO—Prisonera,  502  privates  and  29  oflSccra— 
Taken,  2  brass  field-pieces— 2  standards^i-.SOO  ttand  of  8nna*-Si  waggons 
luaA  all  the  diemv's  bamge^lOO  horses. 

iUnericant^lO  killed-^  wouttled^  atnong  whom,  3  Vii^imsB  dfiecitL 

•-1?^?^  Ste%-ens  grieroosly  lamented  his  hard  fate,  in  havinr  no  oinof^ 
^«nityof  semnghiacountiymbatUe.    On  the  34th  JasOMy,  iw  wnle  ts 


Be  l0fl»  severe  tban  imeipcdted*  adhered  to  hte  plan  of  an    XY III. 
iM«r»0D  into  North  CarottML    The  Juaetion  with  Ledie  ____ 
WMi  qwMdy  fu'Died  ^  nn,  with  a  mw  to^  iDtercept  Mor«  •■■™™* 
nil,  now  etH^uDibered  wUh  bamir<^6  and  prisoners,  at  the      £734 
Pords  of  the  Catawba.    Bnt  Blorg^^  eotisciooi  of  his  dan* 
ger,  abandoned  part  of  the  bag^^age.;  left  the.  wounded  Comwailis 
^4h  sorgeonii  nnder  the  proteetion  of  a  flag ;  immediate-  pursues 
1^  ordered  thoprifonfBrB  towards  Yirgima,  onder  a  fcuard  ^^^^f^^ 
w  vrilitia ;  and»  eroaaing  Broad  rivw  act  the  upper  Forda^ 
mpidly  pi^oeeeded  to  the  Catawba.    Tet,  tueh  was  the  cc<»  , 

ferity  of  Xjord  ComwalKB.  that  bis  van  appeared  on  tho 
iMuiko  c»f  that  riTW  in  less  than  3  hours  after  the  Ameri- 
^  eaaa  bad  erosped  it.  In  the  nighlty  an  immense  flood  of  Jnmry  29. 
*niB  rendered  the  ri?er  in^passaUe :  it  eontinned  so  for  2 
di^a^  and  Morjjpin  thus  obtained  time  to  seeure  his  prison-* 
«n..aiid  refrerii  his  wearied  troops. 

General  Greene,  while  on  the  Pedee,  bad  been  ,fmned  by 
Ueot.  Col.  lateBi^jor  Lee  with  his  legion,  amounting  to 
abont'^eSO  in  infantry  and  eaTalrv*  L^  was  immediately 
direeted  to  eo-operate  with  Manon.  who  eontimied  to  an*  Attempt  on 
«oy  tbe  foe,  between  the  Pedee  and  the  Sanfeo.  They  xowm^ 
jcdatfy  formed  a  plan  to  mrpriae  George  Town.  Their 
aueceoa  was  onlt  partial  1  the  British  eemmanding  offl[eer» 
Ijientenant  t'olonel  Campbell,  and  part  of  the  garrison 
Jisere  made  prisoners,  and  left  on  their  paroles.— Attentive 
to  aU  tbe  moTements  of  ComwaUis,  Greene  had  advised 


^e  Governor.  ^  Iitmy  ibnner  letters,  I  infi>nned  yoa  . 

.wh»t  tvoops  Mor^fan's  command  was  com|x>secl  ou  TUey,  in  ^enerdy  be« 
lutved  well ;  tliough  k  adds  nr^^eatly  to  my  satisfaction,  that  the  detach- 
ment of  Virginia  militia  under  the  immediate  command  of  Trippett,  arc 
spoken  of  with  the  gpreatest  applause  for  their  behaviour  on  that  day. 
This,  I  hope,  wiU  wipe  offaome  of  the  aUin  of  the  16th  of  August.  I  am 
truly  unfortunate,  as  I  coa'dnot  partake  in  the  doingof  it ;  and  am  render- 
ed now  much  more  so,  as  I  have  not  the  smallest  glimpse  of  hope  left  of 
doinp:  r.nv  thing  in  that  way  with  those^nen  who  are  under  my  immediate 
^ommand^  as  their  time  is  just  about  expidng,  and  I  am  ordered  to  march 
in  tlie  mominff  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners,  and  conduct  them  to  Vir* 
ginia.  ('T;J'Thw  was  altered.)  I  must  endeavour  to  reconcile  mvsclf  tp 
my  hard  fete.  Colonel  Washington  of  cavalry,  distinguished  himself  in  a  par- 
.ticiilttr  manner.  He,  wWi  onfy  50  horse,  charged  tlie  enemy's  cavalry  and 
drove  them.  Among  the  prisoners  is  the  noted  Maj.  M'Carty,  of  the  71st,  who 
has  done  so  much  mischief  in  this  part  of  the  country  by  fire.  He  and 
Colonel  Tarleton  were  the  only  two  field  officers  in  the  detachment.  The 
ktter  gotoffwitb  a  wound  infais  arm."  * 

QC/*  The  commisskmed  officers  from  Virginia,  at  the  battle  of  the  Cow* 
pens,  were : 

Of  the  ^d  repmcnt  ofdroffoont,  JM^Snid. 

iieut  •of.  Wm.  Washingl^on, 

M^or  Richard  Call,  ItTajor  Tri|>pett, 

Capt  Bennett,  *  Captam  Taite, 

Lieut.  Bell.  Captain  Duchanan,   • 

Lbf^  hhfmoiy.  Captam.Gilmore, 

Lieut  BameSy  Ensign  Combs, 

Ueut  Miller,  Ensign  M'CdrkiU^ 

•  ^^Wlgx  Eing.  I^i|pi  Wit^ 
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Mai^lM  io  efttt  it^  rettMt»  «ntt  beliire  he  ^ 
luft  ftuceeM. — When  he  reeeived  the  jc^fol  inlcAiigeoot^ 
and,  at  the  suie  tiaiey  beheld  Ihe  jnmofAtm^i  Cwnimyv 
and  liDilief  and  their  pnrtuit  after  Mei^gaB»  be  ewpiele^ 
h^  arrangements  for  the  intended  mareb  of  the  Main  aiw 
mjf  whieb  be  left  under  the  cenmand  of  General  Huecry' 
vliile  himself^  eseorted  by  a  few  drageont*  bartened  ler 
Morgan^  Mrhom  he  found  raeao^d  at  8berwood*9  F<mL 

Brigadier  Cteneral  Stevenft^  who  bad  been  <H*dered  tm 
Salisbury*  to  take  charge  ef  the  prisenert,  and  eoeort  tbesr 
to  CharlottegviUe^in  Tirginia^  nas,  by  the  unmenie  flood  ef 
rain  just  alluded  (09  detateed  on  tue  routes  on  the  night  of 
the  1st  of  February 9  be  was  still  i%  miles  from  SalisiinrT^ 
when  Msifor  Bennett,  Oeneral  Greene's  Aid-de-Camp^ 
eame  to  inform  him  of  the  imminmit  danger-of  the  Simtlieni 
army.  Comwallisy  before  be  reaehed  the  Catawba^  bad 
caused  all  tj^e  superfluous  baggage  of  his^cray  •  eommeae* 
ing  with  his  owUf  to  be  burht  or  otliemvise  destroyed*  re^ 
serving  only  a  few  waggons  loaded  with  hospital  stores^ 
salt  and  ammunition,  an^  some  for  tlie  eonveynnee  of  the 
riefc  and  wounded.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  first  dayr 
of  Februaryf  he  had  erossed  the  Catawba  utlM'Cpwan^ 
a»d  Beattie^s  Fords.  General  Davidsonf  in  opposing  the 
passage  of  the  British*  had  unfortuoately  bt^  kiUedL 
TWleton  had  dispersed  a  body  of  militia  at  I'anmil'a  ta^ 
Tern ;  and  the  whole  British  army  was  rapidly  adranfjng 
towards  the  Yadkin.  Huger  iiad  been  order^  not  to  niunih 
to  Salisbury,  but  to  alter  his  route,  so  as  to  eflTeet  Uie  eon- 
templated  juoetion  at  ^ome  higher  point.  Morgan  ImA 
intended  to  retire  to  Virginia  by  the  Mountain-rmd.  bal 
this  scheme,  which  would  have  saved  only  one  divisimi  ef 
the  Southern  army,*^cou1d  not  be  approved  by  Greene*  wImh 
hating  dispatched  the  prisoners  to  Virginia,  under  an  as* 
eort  c^  militia  from  Noi*tli-Carolina,  was  Jiusily  employed 
in  sending  all  the  public  stores  from  Salisbury  over  the 
Yadkin,  at  the  Trading  Ford.  By  Greene's  orders^  Ste^ 
Tens  repaired  to  that  place.  The  Yadkin  bad  been  so  mnek 
swelled  by  the  late  rains,  that  it  eonld  with  ditSooIty  be 
crossed  even  in  boats.  On  the  Srd  ef  February,  in  tiie  e- 
vcning,  the  eiiemy  appeared  at  the  river.  By  this  time^ 
Greene  had  conveyed  every  thing  over  the  Yadkin,  exeept 
a  waggon  or  two.  Tbe^the  enemy  obtained,  Imt  at  some 
cost.  A  party  of  Virginia  riflentien*  eonsistiog  of  about  one 
hundred,  under  the  command  of  Mnjw  Campbell,  and  a 
small  band  of  North -Carolina  mounted  nlilitia,  were  form- 
ed in  ambuscade  to  receive  the  foe,  i^ith  ordeas  to  pour 
on  their  advance  a  fire  or  two,  am^  then  retire  down  f  be 
river,  to  a  place  where  boats  had  been  stationed  for  their 
passage.  TJib  was  executed  with,  great  alertness  and  skilly 
and  tlie  enemy  lost  several  of  their  men. 


VIRGINIA.  i7# 

After  tmmiBg  <he  TadUlii,  Ch-eene  eoliM  sesr^dj  rnn^    CBAP. 
^6T  eight  hundred  men^fil  for  action,  utid  in  this  number     XYIIL 
MHflt  t>e  ineluded  the  milhta  under  Scerens^  who^e  time  had     - 
liaw  expired.    Fruitless  endeayonrs*  were  made  to  prevail  **s=s«k 
0tk  those  men  to  remain^  with  Greene,  until  lie  should  be       m-.| 
Jfiii^  by  the  divisioii  under  Hoger.— Steyens,  univilling        ^ 
to  M»miB9  them  until  their  arms  should  be  deposited  at 
Mme  safe  and  eonv enient  plaeOf  and  unable  to  detwi  them, 
left  Greene  and  his  smalfparty,  between  the  TradingFord 
Aod  Ouilferd  Court-housOf  and  marehed  with  hia  men  to« 
warda  Yfrginia,  taking  eharge  of  a  few  prisoners,  who  had 
k«en  laft  behtod.    At  ^tsyl^nia  CouH  house^  his  men 
restless  and  Impatient  ev^n  under  this  small  delay,  were 
dfaehargrd,  and  thebr  arms  seeured,  but  8te?eni  panted  for       '' 
^new  ttrils — he  immedkitely  i^^ed  to  raising  and  arming 
4  Bew  corps. 

The  eontinuanee  of  rain  again  rotarded  British  pursuit : 
during  the  night,  the  Tadkin  became  unfordable,  and  the 
American  Cleneral  bad  not  omitted  to  secure  all  the  boats 
en  its^  Northerti  margin.  Comwullis,  unaMe  to  prevent 
the  jonetion  of  Greene  and  Hnger,  resolved,  at  least  to  in-  d^^^  ^f 
tereept  his  retreat  to  Virginia,  and  compel  him  to  an  action^  ConmOlls. 
which,  under  the  difference  of  force  in  the  two  armies, 
vrould  probably  prove  ruinous  to  the  Americans.  Errone« 
ensly  informed  that  the  Dan  was  impassable  for  the  re- 
tseiAIng  armies,  except  at  the  upper  fords,  as  a  suffident 
ismmber  of  boats  could  not  be  procured  to  cross  it  near  its 
eoiiflue&ce  with  the  Roanoke,  he  resolved  to  preclude 
.Greene  from  the  only  passage  thus  deemed  practicable,  and 
fbr  that  purpose  to  march  towards  the  upper  Dan.  He^ 
flierefbre,  moved  up  the  Yadkin,  which  he  crossed  at  the 
shallow  fords,  and  then  pointed  his  route  to  the  Dan,  keep« 
Ing  Greene  on  his  right.  The  .{itnetion  between  the  two 
divisions  of  the  Southern  army  was  effected  at  Guildford 
Court'house,  On  the  7th  of  February.  A  council  of  war 
was  held ;  and  tlie  expediency  of  pressing  the  retreat,  nni- 
^verssdly  assented  to.-^Upon  the  suggestion  of  lieutenant 
'Colonel  Carrington,  Quarter  Master  General,  it  was  re- 
aolved  to  cross  at  Boyd's  and  Irwin's  ferries— ^and  that  officer 
was  charged  with  the  necessary  preparations.    A  light 


*  Nothings  coiild  he  lo  mortifykir  to  Stevens  as  tliis  badrorafditess  of  hia 
men.  l^e  says  ia  a  letter,  dated  North  Carolina,  Guilfbrd  Goanty,  Feb.  3, 
ITSI :  "I  saw  the  greatest  necessity  of  these  men  reinainin|^  a  few  d:iys, 
till  the  troops  from  General  Greene's  camp  could  ^et  up,  and  this  the 
General  requested  me  to  endeavour  to  bring*  about.  1  had  them  paraded, 
aadaddreased  them  on  the  subject }  but  to  my  ^eat  mortification  and  as* 
toa'ishment,  scarce  a  man  \roufd  aipree  to  it — and  ^jxre  for  answer,  he  wet 
«  S^ood  sofJier  who  served  Ids  time  rntt.  If  the  salvation  of  the  coontr}'  had 
depended  On  their  sta^ig^  ten  or  fitecn  days,  I  do  not  believe  they  would 
^avc  done  it" — We  wiU  see  the  patriotic  Stevens  eoosoled  in  some  mea* 
Sire,  by  the  better  conduct  of  his  new  militl%  at  the-  battle  of  Gnilibrd 
Court-house.  . 
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iM)!^  wasfonnedi^eoiisifidMg  of  Washbfi^toii'i 
legion,  some  miUda  riflenieii»  and  the  elite  of  Hewanl^ 
infantiy ;  that  corps  was  to  adyimee  beiwoeK  the  two  «r^ 
mies— annoying  the  one^-and  prote6ting  the  ^ihct.    Urn 
officer  was  better  fitted  than  Mira^an  usefnHy  to  diraei  the 
operations  of  such  a  corps :  unfortunately^  be  had  loag 
been  afflicted  with  riieumaiisni,  and  he  was  eo»pdieri  boI 
only  to  decline  this  importaiK;  service,  but  to  redre  froM 
the  army  ;  a  circumHtanee  uniTersally  r^;retted — ColoBel 
Ot ho  Williams,  of  Maryland/  an  oflleer  rf  aefcaowledgod 
merit,  aoeepted  the  momentous  trust,  and  the  mrmy  tML 
the  determined  route.— I'he  stores  and  heavy  baggage  hat 
been  hastened  on  to  Prince  Edward  Court^hoaae  ia  Yit^ 
ginia>-ihe  march  was  difficult- replete  with  danger  and  la* 
tigue— -but  the  object  was  Anally  aeeoaipUshe£    Oo  the 
14th  of  February,  the  passage  of  the  Dan  was  eeoipletedi 
and  the  army  placed,  for  a  time,  in  the  enjoyawat  of  oe^ 
eority  and  repose.    So  rapid  aad  so  menacing  was  the  ]^v> 
suit  of  the  British,  that  Lieutenant-Ooloael  Leey  who  baa 
given  to  his  country  and  to  the  world  an  intarestfaig  iiam«> 
live  of  this  retreat,  and  other  atehievemcBts  in  which  hO 
himself  bore  a  distinguished  part,  once  was  ia  eontaet  with 
the  hostile  van,  killed  eighteen  of  TMrleUm's  dragooa% 
made  iJaptain  Miller  and  sbme  of  his  men  priaooerst  with 
the  loss  ul'  his  unfortunate  bugler,  who,  though  unamed^ 
9nd  imploring  mercy,  fell,  while  scjparated  from  liis m^ 
rades,  under  the  unsparing  sabres  of  the  British  eavalry.^ 
A  reireat  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles,  exee^ed  idmost 
withouf  loss,  in  the  depth  of  winter,   under  every  want 
and  every  hardship,  in  the  face  of  a  superior  enemy,  pursa^ 
ing  wiih  kei*n  pertinacity^  t^flected  infinile  honooroitthe 
€renei*aland  the  army. 

Upon  receiving  intelHgenee  of  Greene's  movemeats,  die 
Executive  of  Tirginiaf  immedialel^  eoneerted  mcAsufSi 
for  strengthening  him  in  the  position  which  he  eontem* 
plated.  Seven  hundred  riflemen  were  ordered  from  tte 
counties  of  Wariiington,  Montgomciy  and  Bedford;  and 
five  hundred  common  miUtia  from  Pittsylvania  aad  Beaory; 
five  hundred  new  regukir  levies  were  also  speedily  marched 
ttom  Chesterfield  Court-house.  Greneral  Greene  himsitf 
had  called  for  aid  on  the  Southern  eouoties.  Stevens  ae- 
eelerated  these  reinforcements;  armed  part  of  them  with 
the  musketiof  his  late  militia;  and  rejoined  the  Southeia 
army.  Still  flattering  himself  with  hopes  of  usefulness  and 
fame — and,  if  his  country  couhl  not  be  saved^  resolved  lo 
bury  himself  under  its  ruins. 

Comwallis,  baffled  in  Ins  fhvourite  schearte  of  amuhilat* 
ing,  at  one  blow,  ail  fhi*Uier  resistance  in  the  Caroliiiai^ 


•  See  Lec't  Memoirs,  vol  1,  pi|fe  277,  snd  £akwiDg, 


Mil  ire  and  mm  undidturiied  eonquest,  and,  by  prm^lania*    XYIIL 

tioii*  T^eaHiftg  Ihe  people  te  ihe  situation  and  duties  of ^ 

llrifish  stibrfe^ts.    DiBiiffeetion  had  always  bee©  extensive  «^=^^^ 
in  North  DaroKna,  espeeiatlj,  among  iheSeotch  settlers,      l^^l 
Wlio%  with  very  few  eXeeptions,  were  all  at  heart  hostile 
to  tltc  prtfieiples  and  measures  of  the  revolution.    A  com-  ^"^"^  ' 
inttBioatiofr  belwet.i  the  most  disaffeeled  settlemvnts  and  ^^^'he 
M%i>(  Rrilish  post  at  Wtlminjgion*  where  Major  Cndg  hud '  erctts  the 
inmlerf  anid  eataMiahed himself  wtthout  opposttion,  towards  i^y^  >^<^* 
itke  ckwe  of  Janitary*  though  iaiperfeelly  opened,  had  kept  *^ 
iilWe  the  iirdent  attaehmentof  t4ie  inhabitants  in  those  parts  P^''*  ^ 
to  the  r^al  eaose^  and  now,  when  thi'  loyalists  had  notliing 
to/  re^i*ain  fheir  deeply- rooted  partialities,  but  the  recol- 
leeiion  of  ptt^t  elvastisement,  and  every  thing  to  eneourage 
tUiA  eall  forth  itieir  mistaken  zeal  and  HdeHiy,  it  was  easy 
t»  anticipate  the  result.     In  many  parts  of  Carolina^  the 
pebple  were,  htdi^,  stjrongly  attached  ta  the  eomroon 
isause — but  it  was  to  be  feared  lest  their  futigues^  their 
«iifltrings,  their  privations,  their  saeri^ces  during  the  war, 
«fid  their  eonseioasness  of  their  inability,  if  left  to  tliem*  Greene  re- 
•elv^s,  to  resist  the  e«emy,  slrould  lead  titem  to  acquiesce  crosses  the 
In  tlie  authority  of  the  invatler.    Of  all  this  C-rreene  was  ^^*"- 
^KiUy  senrfWe.    He>  thei^efore,-^  reerossed  ihe  Dan.    L^'s  Feb.  18-21- 
«avalry  preceded ;  and  the  wholie  arm>y  soon  foilowedr —  33. 
•^  Wh«n  the  enemy  first  took  theirdeparture  ft*om  the  Dan,'* 
Grreefle  wrote  to  Governor  Jeflerson,  •*  they  had  every  pros- 
fleet  of  great  reinfoi-cements  from  the  Tories  of  Carolina; 
and  I  reflected  that,  if  they  were  permitted  to  roam  at  , 

large  in  the  State,  it  would  indubitably  impress  the  idea' 
of  conquest  upotr  the  minds*of  the  disafiectedy  and,  pfer* 
baps,  occasion  those  who  were  wavering  in  their  senti-  ' 
mentsy  to  take  a  decisive  and  active  part  against  us.  I 
instantly  determined  (as  the  most  effectual  measure  to  pre*. 
Tent  it)  to  advance  into  the  State  without  waiting  for  those 
winforcements  which  the  spirit  of  the  Virginians,  at  that 
time,  seemed  to  promise  me.  It  ^nn  necessary  to  convince  thd 
Carolinians  that  they  were  not  conqueiTd;  and  by  afTord^* 
Ing  immediate  protection  to  their  pi^operty,  to 'engage  the 
continuance  of  their  confidence  and  fi^lendship '^ — Greene 
had  encumbered  htimelf  as  little  as  possible  with  ba^age 
and  stores.  The  cavalry  followed  the  movements  of  Tarle*  ' 
ton,  who  had  been  detached  ov^r  the  Haw,  to  favour  the 
rising  of  the  loyKsts:  the  light  infentr^hnug  round  the 
quarters  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  main  army  slowly  proceed^' 
cd,  in  expectation  of  the  promisedVeiuforceinents.  When 
the  army  recrossed  the  Dan,  tlie  spirit  of  opposition  to  the 
Brid^h  was  as  universal  and-  ardent  as  could  be  wished. 
There  was  no  deficiency  In  prospect  but  the  want  of .  arms« 
But  the  whole  numbers  of  the  militia  then  in  iriotion,  were^ 

SO 


M2  HJ»TOm  QF 

CHAPV  not  to  be  relied  m*    It  meats  froin  hU  ^m  l«tt0ee»  tkei 
XVUI.    muiatudes  an\j  visited  aDd  quiUed  him.    On  the  lOtk  of 

May,  he  thus  addressed. the  Goverjier  of  YirpBia  t  ^  £ir^ 

'       «•  erjr  day  has^ven  me  hopes  of  being' stroi^eff»  but  1  hsie 

1781      **  ^^^  ^  eooslantly  disattpoioted*    The  wUi|iB»  iwbed^ 

<<  have  flocked  in  iWrn  various  quartors,  and  eeemed  im 

BMteofhis  '^  promise  me  as  much  us  I  could  wish;  but  they  sMipk  got 

wemj.  **  tired  \^ith  diffieuities,   and  go  and  come  in  eueh  imipir 

]i^^  ^Q^    <«  lar  bodies,  that  I  can  make  no  eabulationa  on  the  stireegtli 

'<  of  my  army,  nor  direct  any  future  operations  thai  om 

<^  ensure  me  the  means  of  success.    At  this  time,  1  hsfe 

'<  not  above  eight  ov  nine  hundred  of  them,  SO  of  wham 

^  <' are  Carolinians,  notwithstanding,  tiiece  l^avelMNiaettr 

'  **  5,000  in  motion,  within  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.    A 

^*^  foree  fluctuating  in  this  manner^  can  only  serve  to  dm^ 

^*  troy  the  wealth  of  our  country,  without  pronjsinip^tlie 

<<  most  distant  ho^ie  of  success,  wlien  opposed  to  an.eaeiBjp 

'<  regulated  by  discipline,  and  made  formidable  hgf  the  «i» 

*^  periority  of  tlieir  numbers.''    And  lus  .adds :  ^  tlUtieele 

'<  I  have  been  obliged  to  practise  that  by  finesse^  vhiek  I 

<<  dai*e  not  attempt  by  force.    1  know  the  people  havebeeft 

^  in  anxiouii  suspense,  waiting  the  event  of  an  aQtion  |  km^ 

<^  let  the  consequence  of  censure  be  what  it  may,  nolhieg 

<<  shall  hurry  me  iuto  a  measure  Uiat  is  not  snggesled  'kf 

<<  prudence,  or  connected  with  the  interest  of  Sue  tIefMtfi* 

<<  meat  in  which  i  have  the  honour  to  commaad^*-<Gwe- 

^<  ral  Caswell,  with  a  considerable^  body  of  Carolina  milH 

**  tia,  and  Colonel  Canqibell  with  the  Virginia  r^prfars,  I 

<^  expect  will  join  die  army  tomorrow*    Whrai.4his  foree 

€i  anives,  I  am  in  hopes  to  dispose  of  my  troops  in  sneh  a 

<<  manner  as  to  be  able  to  encamber  the  enemy  wiCk  aamn- 

«  her  of  wounded  men.'* 

Such  was,  at  this  time,  the  situation  of  General  Greene  ; 

He  is  rein.   ^^  ^^^'^  ^^^  determinatipu.    A  fe  v  daysgr^tlyioopeased 

forced.         his  numbers.     General  Xawson  joined   him  with  aboitf 

five  hundred  Virginia  militi^:  Butler  and  Eaton  broi^^ 

to  his  aid  what  bodies  of  North-Carolina  militia  they  had 

been  able  to  collect.    From  Montgomei^,  Colonel  Preston 

came  with  three  hundred  intrepid  mountaineers  :  Colao^ 

Campbell  was  disappointed  in  his  |iatriotie  exertions  to 

raise  a  large  corps  of  riflemen ;  he  couid  procure  siaity  o»- 

\y ;  but  their  hearts  were  stout,  and  tiu^ir  fii*e  unerring. 

Colonel  Lynch  appeared  with  three  hundred  kien  firosa 

^        Bedford.    These  and  other  rciofbreeroeHts,  as  they  for- 

ntsked  Greene  with  some  of  the  data  of  victory,  insfdred 

him  with  coniiiience ;  and  every  thing  indicated  the  ap» 

proach  of  a  general  action. 

Lee  and  Pickens  had  closely  followed  Tarteton  OTcr  the 
Haw.  Willie  medirating  the  surprisee  of  his  corps,  a  sin* 
gular  ineidettt  threw  another  victim  in  their  way.  Colo« 
nel  Pyle^  a  zealous  loyalist»4usd  coUeeled  about  foor  \ 


TIROINtAt  MS 

iHteA  dMftMcd  mifirta,  and  wished  to  pTace  them  under   CHAP. 
*l\irlotoii'i  aaspieeci.      For  this  purpose,  he  had  dispatch-    XYllI. 
«d  twoyouDg  men  to  find  out  the  encampment  of  the  Bri-  ^^^^^ 
4bh  legmi.    These  messengers  felf  in  with  Lieutenant  Co-  ■■■^=» 
Isnel  £ee  and  his  dr»goons.    Mistaking  the  American  for      ^73^ 
Hke  British  partisan,  they  respectfally  eommnnieated  the 
objeet  of  their  errand ;  and  the  rencounter  was  so  managed  Lee  strikes 
hy  Lee,  as  to  plaee  in  his  power  the  whole. assemblage  of  Pyie's  Roy- 
loyalists,  aiid  with  them  their  obnoxious  leader.    T9  dis-  ^  °>^^^^ 
arm  or  disperse  them,  was,  at  first,  the  only  measure  inten-  FekV.  35. 
Aed  ;  but  theadvanee  of  the  militia  under  Kolcens  baring 
]m»docfd  a  partial  discovery,  and  drawn  the  fire  of  some  a- 
moBf;  the  loyalists,  a  conflict  ensued,  in  which  ninety  of  t  he 
disaffeeled  were  killed— ^and  many  were  severely  wounded, 
I^to  himself  was  left  for  dead  on  the  field,  but  afterwards 
vememredi    Lee  has  been  wrongly  charged  with  inhuman 
aity  on  this  occasion  :*  the  conflict  was  tegnn  by  the  royal 
mititta  ;  and  the  American  cavalry,  had  a  hot  pursuit  l)een 
(Ardered,  miglit  have  annihilated  the  whole  body  of  the 
routed  and  fleeing  loyalists.      This  oecnrrenee  prevented 
Lee  from  striking  'Farleton  ;  but  it  broke  in  that  quarter, . 
at  least,  the  rising  spirit  of  disaflTeetion.     Gomwallis  ap- 
p^^ed  «f  Taneton's  danger,  and  unwilling  again  to  trust 
his  rash  impetuosity,  recalled  him  to  Hillsborougli  by  tlireo 
sueeesdtve  messengers.    He  had,  in  this  expedition,  been 
from  fhneied  security,  unusually  incautious,  and  more  than 
onee  perfectly  assiiilnble. 

Before  the  time  stated  in  his  proclamation,  Cornwallis 
left  liillsborongh,  erossedthc  Haw,  and  encamped  on  Al- 
lemance  creek.  Want  of  provisions  was  the  Imperious  mc- 
Uto  for  this  retrogade  movetirient.  Greene  also  crossing 
the  Haw  towards  its  source,  took  a  position  between  Trou- 
blesome creek  and  fteedy-Fork.  The  light  coi^js  under 
"Williams  was  again  intcrposetl  between  the  main  army  and 
the  foe ;  and  again  it  proved  eminently  serviceable — con« 
fining  the  British  within  narrow  limits — intercepting  their 
scouts  and  foragers— and  striking  terror  into  the  lo;j'aIists 
Igr  distant  and'  unexpected  excursions.  To  free  himself 
fr^m  these  troublesome  and  galling  neighbours,  ComwnT* 
}iB4  on  the  0th  of  Maroh,  advanced  towards  Recdy^ork* 
This  movement  prmlneed  a  sharp  skirmish  at  WefzeTI's 
mUl,  between  the  rifienien  of  the  American  light  corps,  and 
the    British  troops  nnder  Lientenant    Colonel  Websler.  0 

Greene,  yet  inferior  in  numbers,  was  uri(wilting  to  hazard 
^  general  action :  aeeonKngly,  he  ofren  ehanged  his  posi* 
tism.  AttJ)is  time,  instead  of  marching  to  the  assistance 
of  WiHiamSf  he  retreated  over  the  Haw  to  the  Iron  Workt 
on  Troublesome  creek. — Comwallis  thearetumed  towarda 
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March  15. 


QkiOSord  Court  Imii^f  uAflMOlj  t 
ker's  Dieeiing  hiNtse  io  ibe  forks  ^t'  Dee^i  mer.  la  4fai9 
interval  General  Greece,  reinfbreeil  bf  the  aeeeopiwi  e( 
troops  alreHdjr  mentioiiedU  put  his  arm^  i«  moUoa^  and  a|^ 
preached  wiUiio  eight  uutes  of  Uie  British  emp.  Hiam- 
teniioD  was  to  offer  battle  tatbe  eneviy,  e»  (p*ouiiii  eelrdied 
hy  himself.  He  wished  to  employ  witboai  ^r'r j  thr  mili 
tia  thai  had  just  joined  hinif  well  kaawing  the  precariew 
]iatui*e  of  their  services ;  he  was  alMi  senidbie  that  sueeeMi 
on  the  side  of  the  Aiaerieaiis  must  uiteifijr  mia  the  fb% 
whe»*eas  if  vjetory  declared  for  4he  Briiishf  it  would  oa^ 
prove  a  partial  evil  to  the  eounlry.  The  bagypigf^  kad 
depo^tc^  al  the  Iron  M^orks,  a  plaee oi^ scteuHtj'f  tea.  1 


in  the  rear,  lo  whieh^  in  the  event  of  a  deteat*  the  irwopa 

wei'e  directed  to  rendeavous.     Bfationed  oa  gronnd  jiidi»' 

ous]>  chosen,  Greene  was  apprehensive^  lest  the  aarngp- 

fliouh)  nt  t  attack  liiui.    Cocnwallis  however,  seugfai  iia(- 

ile  with  eorfChpootlent  eageiness*     Huviag  previowdy  leai 

his  waf^gon  and  baggage  to  Belh^'8  million  Deep  river^Wii^ 

der  a  strong  escort,  the  British  Crciieral  pot  hia  arai;  ilk 

inotion  about  <la}- break,  on  tlie  161  h,  either  ta  meat  Ike 

Americans  in  the  wa^,  or  to  attack  them  in  their  eneaatp* 

anent.     Of  this  moveiitent,  Greene  was  early  apprkwd,  and 

^cordingl}'  prepared  for  battle,    liie  whole  of  his  arai^ 

vank  and  titcf  amountvd  to  4  theasaods  huadredaadsiaiy* 

one.     I'he  cavait  ;^  included  in  this  namber,  did  not  aiLeaed 

188 — the  Continental  irfantr}  consisted  of  149(1  ;  tkeim* 

4nc  aas  utiiitia.    lite  greater  pert  of  the  oir««B^|aeaflC 

country  was  a  wiideme&s,  wi  h  a  few  cleared  fields  iaier* 

ftper^d  here  and  there,     tireeite  drew  up  hisara^  on  & 

lurj^e  wo^>d^  endnence,  surrounded  bv  other  ciaiaeiiaei^ 

mostly  covei'cd  aith  timber  and  thtek  under  brush.    Thiea 

lines  w  ere  formed  :  the  fiWt  line  consisting  of  the  K^lk 

Carolina  niiiitia,  under  Eaton  and  Butlei* ;  the  saeood  liao 

of  Tirginia  militia,   ooramanded  b\  Stevens  and  Lawaoa; 

the  Sd  line  of  the  Virginia  and  Mai'^landContiaenial^  under 

Buger  and  Williams.    On  the  riglii  flank.  Lieutenant Ca« 

lonel  Wnshington  was  posted  with  his  dragoons,  a  detach* 

ment  of  light  infanir}',  and  a  rcf^ment  of  riHemcn  eotn- 

ijnanded  bv  Colonel  L^nch  ;  while  the  left  tiaak  was  covei^ 

ed  hy  Ucotenant  Colonel  Le«  with  Us  It^ian,  a  party  of 

light  infantry,    and  a  corps  of  riiemen*  amk^r  Calaad 

Campbell. — The  first  line,  supported  hy  two  field-pieeei^ 

occupied  the  skirts  of  the  Woods  ;  a  fenee  ran  parallel  witk 

tlieip  front ;  and  before  it  was  an  open  field.     About  aW 

yards  in  the  reat*,  stood  the  second  line,  io  the  n^idst  of  tka 

woods  $  and,  at  the  same  distance  behind,  where  the  emk- 

Hence  drew  to  a  point,  the  Cot^tinenlak  preheated  a  dauUo. 

front.     Very  early  in  the  mdrning,  the  advance  of  the  Bri- 

ti«h  army  felfin  with  Lec^s  corps.    IVirleton  was  eompelt 

€d  to  retire  witk  some  loss  ^  and  in  ao  attempt  to  a^mnUe 


tthitrfap^d^  al  the  Qmiki^rV  me^in^boiftsm  by  tlie  BriUsl^   $7:^l(«. 

C«ank  wbf»  Jliad  juai  feaefae4  it.    The  If^kHv  iofai^ry  sumL  ^^^^^ 

tb«    riS«>t4i»€»  uiMler  Campb^U  imipedialely  OMaing'  uf^      , 

piOiurefl  on  (,ke  gUHFils  a  q^iiek  t»|id  well  cKpected  fire.     An\     17.8!. 

Cj^mwallis  was  eW^  in  tlie  rear  of  bis  advawee,  a  retrealt, 

ygts^  deemed  expediieol :  it  w^ift  eSe^ed  In  y^ifeet  order  by 

tbe  lH$bi  infantry  skwi  the  rifioiQePt  imdep  the  pretectH>R  9C1 

tlH>  eavalvy*    lo  the  first  of  these  durmtfiheSf  ^T^rletox^ 

Wu»  woipdMI,  some  of  bis  dcogpons  idlled  an4  some  tokea  % 

BOi  a  srm^e  Amerieao  aohlier  or  horse  way  ii^ured ;  in  tbot* 

fil^e<i^)d^  b^h  sides  suSereil ;  the  British  more  thai  th&  A-*    ■ 

ipetriean^. — ^As  soon  as  the  eoeuiy's  van  appeared  on  tha^ 

Ifreal  SaUshary  read*  the  a^tioa  ooivineneed  by  a  oaoaoii*' 

ade  whioh  eontiiHied  for  about  90  miButes.    Corawallis. 

Miett  fonoed  hie  array  into  three  eolumng  for  the  attaek*. 

The  right  cppsisted  <^  a  Brttish  and  a  Gpermai^  regimeul^ 

led  eft  by  l^eslie,  and  supported  by  a  bat taljoa  of  the  guards : 

the  left  of  two  BridsU  regiments  eonuQaiuled  by  Websterf 

mid  supposed  by  the  grenadiers,  and  another  battalion  of 

th»  guards^  under  O'Uara.      la  the  eenter  was  the  artU«, 

]g«tpy,  with  the  light  infantry  of  the  guards  and  tlic  Yogers. 

^Fujrletoib  wkh  lusearyalry»  formed  a  eorpft  ^  o!>servatioa. 

in  tha  rear.      With  the  steady  Oind  deliberate  step  of  vete^- 

t^mB^  the  British  moved  onwaid.    Notwithstanding  the  ad- 

VMftta^s  of  their  position,  the  North  Carolina  miUtia  soott 

i^elinqnished  their  ground-^Some  Ared  once  who»  the  ene-- 

my  eame  within  lon^  shet ;  some  gave  a  seeond  Are  ;  but 

many  did  not  even  discharge  their  loaded  muskets,    'fh^- 

flight  waa  %9(  rapid  as  it  was  ignommous.    No  intreaty,  uq 

Ihreat  of  the  Generals, and  Seld  offieors^eouldinduee  tbeoii 

toifoee  the  enemy,    A  few  only  of' Baton's  bi'igade,  seor-n- 

ingadisgraeerul  safety,  maintained  their  ground  with  the 

rilft&m^n  under  Campbell  and  Lee's  legion.  Thi^  competkd 

lieslie  to  bring  his  su|>port  into  aetion— the  regiment  of 

Gernuios  ami  the  guards,  he  l^fi  to  manage  tlus  part  of  th^ 

tto^test,  and  himself  advanced  with  the  residue  of  his  eonv* 

maad,  against  the  ^  Ameriean  Uney  already  engaged  wUIv 

'Webster.    The  militia  under  Stevens  and  Lawsoo^  unkiflu^ 

enoed  by  the  shameful  panio  of  the  front  iiuoy  made  a^  nobler 

etaod.    The  brave  Stevens^  overjoyed  at  this  opportunily  of 

efl^oiogthedi^gra^eofCamdi^,  iui»mated  his  men  by  his 

wordst  jbat  stiU  more  by  hi»  example :  resolved  to  make  e^ 

rtmXhf  ti.Qiftd  perform  thmr  duty*  h^  had  posted  at  a  pro-         '^ 

per  distance  in  hie  rear,  saireral  riflemen^  with  pereoiptor]^ 

orders,  to  shoot  any  of  his  militia  ll^t  should  attempt  to 

esaape  before  a  retreat  wa^  ordered^    Jjieutenaot  Colonel 

M^ashingtoQ  brought  Lynoh's  rifiemen  against  Webster'd 

flank  f  but  O'Hara  eamc  up*  and  foroed  them  lo  giye  way. 

The  British  then  uaitiog  their  efforta  against  I^awson  and 

9tDveB%  and  ebwgii^  their  miyUtla  with  foed  b^enetpr. 


«8e  mffrmnr  or 

XTIIL    Tens  had  received  a  ball  through  his  thigh ;  and  tUa  eiiw 
'    euiDf  tanee^  bo  doubt,  aeoeleratra  thf  retreat  of  his  brigado* 
^BBBaa^  H^^  1^^^  ^  l^^l^  ^  eojoyed  the  soothing  reieoiioa  thaC 
1781      ^^^  ™^  '^^  disfdayod  an  honourable  flmoeaiy  and  aani 
derably  contributed  to  maim  a  proud  eneiay* 

The  Srd  line  till  remained ;  and  it  was  compoaed  of  tiia 
^te  of  the  Southern  army.  On  its  exertioBiy  Chenfon^ 
Greene  rested  his  hopes  of  ultimate  victory.  Webster  ad-' 
yaneed  against  the  right  of  the  Continentals,  eowdstiBg  at 
the  iipH  regiment  of  Maryland,  supported  by  Hawe'a  rep* 
snent  of  Virginia,  and  Kirkswood's  company,  of  Ddawares. 
Meeting  wim  a  stem  reception,  be  quioldy  drew  badu 
The  British  guards  were  brought  to  his  support  $  and  Ao 
renewed  attack  was  now  directed  i^aiast  the  second  Mai7<- 
Jand  regiment,  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  ft^  an 
strengthened  by  two  six  pounders*  Struck  wtlh  aaaeeaua^ 
table  alarm,  this  regiment  preci|riylately  gaTC  way,  and  «• 
faandoned  to  the  aisailants  the  two  field-pieees.  -llie  flrat 
Maryland  regiment,  and  Wasfaingt^m's  corps,  now  tsraed 
upon  Webster.  The  contest  was  tierce  and  bloody :  tlie  ar« 
tillery  was  recorered  \  and  liord  Comwallis  himseif  wan 
accidentally  saved  from  heeommg  Washington's  priaanen. 
To  stop  the  anient  pursuit  of  the  Americans,  tlie  fire  of 
the  British  artillery  was  poured  on  fmmis  as  well  aa  foea. 
In  the  mean  time  Hawe's  regiment  and  Riricwood's^eoBipa* 
ny  were  warmly  engaged  with  part  of  Welislor^s  commaM  ; 
nor  hn^  the  contest  ceased  between  the  German  rwuicsd 
and  Lee's  infantry,  supported  by  Cam(riielFs  ri&meB. 
This  portion  of  the  American  army,  after  manfiiUy  ss|i* 
porting  a  sharp  and  seperate  conflict,  retreated  in  good  or- 
der to  Guilford  Court-house,  where  it  Joined  the  Qcm- 
raK 

Greene  was  desirous,  even'at  the  price  of  a  partial  delhat^ 
S^to*Sc  ^^  cripple  his  adversary's  army,  but  be  was  unwIlHng  te 
Reedv-Fork  hazard  the  annihilation  of  troops  on  which  the  &te  wthe 
audtLmcs    South  depended*    When,  therefore,  he  perceived  f he  %^ 
W^kT^    nominious  flight  of  the  first  line,  and  of  the  second  Mary- 
land regiment ;  the  cnenHy  enetrcling  his  Continentals ;  and 
life's  corps  exposed  to  utter  destruction*  he  thought  it  ad- 
vissbleto  order  a  retreat.      This  was  effected  in  admira* 
ble  order*    Behind  Boedy-Foric,  the  Amerii^an   General 
halted  to  collect  his  stragglers,  afler  which  he  Idsnrelj 
retired  to  the  Iron-works,  on  Troublesome  Credi.    ConiK 
wallis  fhund  himself  unable  to  um  a  pursuit 

British  historians  have  justly  bestowed  a  Ibrvidtribate 
of  praise  on  their  gallant  troops  fbr  the  perseverance  and 
intrepidity  which  they  displayed  in  the  battle  near  Grfl- 
lord  Court-house. — Ifweeonrider  the  eventual  nuUiu  of 
the  North  Carolina  mHitia,  and  oftheSd  Maryhmd  wgi* 
teont;  thefll  effects  which  their  sbameial  eoadoet^ 


VlKUINIAt  *S7 

<almli<<a  to  yroiaee ;  tlw  gupericifty  ef  Brftiah  iiscipBncy  CHAP. 
luA  Brilisli  weapoMy  ire  will  find  nmeh  applause  Hkewise  XTUL 
due  t^  that  part  ef  tbe  American  army^  irbich  so  obstinate-  ' 

ty  maintained  the  ardnous  and  bloody  eentest.    Tbe  seleo*  aaaaKsi 
tioa  itf  the  ground^  the  arrangeaient  of  the  troops,  belong-      ^^^ . 
ad  to  the  Genend.    To  the  men  most  be  attribated  that     ^  ^ 
aaTerlty  of  reristaaee  whieh  induced  Bfr.  Fox  emphatieal- 
fy  tm  deelnre  in  the  British  Parliament  that  **  such  another' 
viotovy    would  destroy  the  British  army/'    Comwallis 
Ibund  himself  compelled  by  the  diminution  of  his  force*  not 
to  yentnre  upon  a  new  conflict.    He  could  not  even  pre- 
aerre  the  ground  which  he  had  gained*    In  a  few  daysf 
wan  esMiAtdd  the  singular  speetable  of  a  victor  in  distress 
«— retking  precipitately  from  the  theatre  of  his  trium[dif 
fcefbre  his  Yanquished  enemy,  in  high  sj^ts^  and  closely 
presoing  on  his  rear*    For  the  double  purpose  of  security  CsnwiIUs 
and  snbsislence,  lid.  Comwallis  resolved  to  march  to  Cross-  ^^^^^^ 
Oeek,  a  settlement  where  he  entertained  hopes  of  meet-  cr^  mg 
ing  with  abundance  and  support.    Before  be  pot  his  troops  thence  to 
in   Diotion,  he  proclaimed  his  late  victory— calling  on  all  ^^"^  i 
loyal  subjects  for  immediate  aid  in  restoring  order  and  re-  ' 

gitlar  government— and  liberally  promising  pardons  with- 
Si  a  certain  date.-^8uch  of  his  wounded  as  could  not  bo 
moved,  he  consigned  to  the  humanity  of  General  Greene  ; 
and  proceeded  towards  the  friendly  settlement  at  jCross- 
Creek  by  slow  and  easy  marches,  (rreene  followed  him 
as  far  as  Ramsay's  mills  on  Deep  river  ;  unfavourable  cir- 
onaiotances  delayed  his  advance,  and  prevented  the  attaek» 
wbi^  he  certainly  contemplated  on  the  crippled  and  re- 
tiring foe.— Passing  Deep  river  on  a  bridge  hastily  erec- 
ted for  that  purpose,  the  British  General  marched  to  Cross- 
Creekf  where  his  expectations  of  comfort,  repose,  and  suc- 
cour were  sorely  disappointed. — ^To  Wilmington,  there- 
fore, he  now  turned  bis  eyes  and  directed  his  march — ^Ma- 
jor Craig  had  collected  there  plentiful  supplies  of  every 
daseriptioo— Comwallis  reached  that  place  on  the  7th  of 
April,  and  his  troops  were/  at  length,  permitted  to  enjoy  a 
abort  intermission  of  their  long  and  fruitless  toils. 

*  Probable  account  of  the  BritUh  army  eogag«d»  3,000— with  the  bag- 
gage 400. 
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Colonel  Stuart — Ck>lonel  O'Hara*  ed,  wounded  and  mksing. 

Col.  Webster— Capt  Maynard,  Mhiot  Anderton,  &  Capt  Barrett  (of 

and  many  other  officers  killed  Washington's  cavaky)  killed,  &c. 

or  mortally  wounded.  Gen.  Huger  and  Capt.  Fauntleroy 

The  subsequent  measures  of  Com-  wounded. 


wallis,  proved  this  calculation  to  , 

he  rather  oxkler  tbaa  orer  luf  re*       Rilled— 4  Captains— 17  privates^— 
si  lBn«  Wounded— Gen.  Stevens^l  Major 

—3  Captains— 8  Subalterns— 60 
private  The  Amcricaas  lost  4 
aeld-pieces. 


CHAH       tkh  AiMfAefUn  Hfmjf  d^fi  h^M  «ft  KttAiayV  fiSlfk 
ILXWL    Tlmt fluet  ellfered  no  ndvMiage  stenfisr  to  iho«e  yrhMt  tte 
Bri€iftb  tro^s  now  poasessefl.    hi  a  eowiWj  taittiraily  bar> 
•^■"■■■■^  ren,  Aitd  nt  iMs  ftme  rfmwt  «xiiaii«tr<,  pri>iMoi»  were 
irsi      Mtt^Brty*— and  no  finip[iHes  eCcflolhkig  eouM  lie  procured,  yet 
ftot «  omffiHir  was  heurd  among  the  trooiis^.    Tbfj  kaA 
Greene  Ibl.   been  «o  bnig  HHired  t^  <l^»ivHrions  and  fiardAip,  tlmt  Hw 
lows  him  as  ^erj  ideas  of  ea:^  and  eo«ilbK  ae/emed  b^umi^ed  from  tlieir 
w'T^SE*  *'«**    Tl»€^  example  of  Hieir  beloved  General,  who  t  heer* 
™*^  jftifly  paitieipaled  in  all  tlieir  sufferings,  made  pattenee  an 
honour,  as  well «»  a  dti<y» 
Then        '   Al  Ra»)saj's  niHls,  it  was  nec^sary  that  General  Greene 
marches  m-  AouM  (leteranlne  on  a  plan  of  future  opefatiotts  ;  ttnd  the 
tos.  Cmo-    |p(^j^  ^  IIjh^  pl^n  mugt  evidently  be  to  eRjtei,  with  t#ie  rx» 
kdng  meanS)  as  much  good  as  po^^sHile  in  the  Sotrthrrn  «ie' 
Ifartfnenu    After  that  full,  deliberate  and  mmurr  mvesti* 
gfU^ion,  which  the  momentous  subject  invited,  Greene  re- 
solved immediately  to  carry  the  war  into  South  Carolina* 
ttlie  meaBU'  e,  he  conceived,  wo^ld  release  boih  North  t3a- 
rol'ma  and  Virginia— .maintain  in  South  Carolina  the  strong 
spii*it  of  opi>osition — and  widest  from  the  Bniish  post  allter 
jMist — oven^  with  the  aid  of  famine,  Charleston  ttsc4fL^— • 
Geol^gia  was  not  forgotten  in  this  plan  ;  but  its  recovery 
Was  a  nM)re  distant  olgoct;  and  wouki  necessartly   firilew 
that  of  the  Carolinas.     Greene  scarcely  entertained  a 
4oubt  of  drawing  Lord  ComwaHis  to  Camden  by  this 
movement.     Mis  principal  anxiety  was  to  strike  RawttoO) 
before  he  should  be  reinforced.     A  possibility  existed  thai 
the  British  General  shoulc)  march  into  Virginia.     In  ibis 
ease,  Greene's  immediate  views  would  be  faeilitated  ;  and 
it  was  probable  that  in  these  protracted  and  unprofitable 
toils,  Coniwallis  would  waste  his  strength  to  such  a  de^HS, 
as  ultimately  to  present  him  an  almost  defem^eless  vi(*titt 
to  the  Seat  hern  army.    There  was  danger  of  British  in- 
iury,  Iwit  not  of  British  eonquest.    The  conflict  was  stub* 
horn  and  hopeless  to  Britain.      To  judge  of  the  future  by 
the  past,  if  Gonnwallis  marched  into  Virginia,  he  wonM 
conquer  only  the  successive  encampments  of  his  troops,  wai 
tietain  none  but  his  last  post,  i(  even  that.   In  Virgintat  tko 
public  mind  was  almost  undivided — The  alienated  affeoti* 
ons  of  the  people  could  not  be  recovered  by  violence  ^antf 
terror.     A  war  against  opinions^  and  feelings,  was  not  to 
be  terminated  like  other  wars,  by  victories  ohtaine«l  in  the 
field  :  all  America  was  a  vast  camp :  all  her  citizens  were 
Doldiers.     Nothing  was  to  be  apprehended  but  a  sudden 
and  rntlieal  change  in  opinion  ;  and  such  a  change  was  not 
probable.      In  the  places  ocenpi4^d  by  the  foe,  timidity 
might  assume  the  language  of  loyalty :  but  action  would 
not  confirm  it.     Republicanism  preserving  a  stern  silence, 
or  boldly  avowing  uneonquei**able  hostility,  would  ever  be 
I'eady  to  act     So  long  as  the  bauners  of  the  country  should 


TIBGIKIA.  *» 

wave  in  tke  iiTaded  State,  there  weuM  be  mtriots  eaoagh   CH  APr 
to  join  them  ;  wheire^s  the  pompous  proeminatiooB  of  the    XVUL 
British  Gfenerd»  his  profose  oflfers  of  pardons,  his  appeab  ^^^^^ 
to  the  fears  of  some,  and  to  the  prejudices  of  others,  ymrnM  '■"■^"^ 
he,  as  they  had  hitherto  been*  impotent  and  unavailing*  ^^^ 

Vndsr  these  and  other  influential  impressions,  Greene 
wdered  Lee  with  his  legion,  and  Captain  01dham^s,de- 
taehHient  ef  Maryland  Continentals,  to  preeede  the  main 
army  and  join  Marion,  to  whom  he  communicated  bis 
pinny  aeoompanied  with  correspondent  instructions.  Te 
Sumptcf  and  Pickens,  the  General  likewise  imparted  his  , 
design.  The  first  was  desired  to  join  the  army  on  its  ap-  . 
|>rott^hto  Camden,  and  the  second  to  invest  NineQr  Six,  so 
as  to  leave  Hawdon  unassisted  from  that  qiiarten  Lee,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  took  his  departure  on  the  6th  of 
April,  inclining  towaj^s  Cross  Creek,  in  order  to  deceive 
Corawallis  as  to  the  real  object  of  the  march*  The  next 
day,  the  whole  army  moved  tovrards  Camden. 

The  inteltteeneeofthts  bold  measure,  which  he  received  !^^^^ 
after  Greene  had  already  made  some  progress,  ^veConi-  to  vS^ST 
Wflills  considerable  anxiety.    He  feared  IbrRawdon;  and 
was  alarmed  for  himself,  should  he  march  into  South  Ca« 
rolina,  and  find  Greene  successful,  and  reinforced  by  a  fm- 
inerons  militia,  able  and  eager  to  intercept  his  route,  cut  oft 
his  subsistence,  and  render  useless  the  discipline  and  valour 
of  his  troops. — with  a  retrograde  inotion,  apparent  disgrace        ^ 
was  eonueeted:  Comwalfis,  therefore,  ultimately  resolved 
to  march' from  Wilmington  into  Virginia,  and  join,  at  Pe- 
tersburg, the  British  foL*ce  already  in  (hat  State.    This  apd* 
Tanee,  he  thought,  would  draw  General  Gi*eene  back  to 
tlie  Northward;  oi  perhaps,  be  attended  with  still  more 
important  effects.    On  the  25th  of  April,  the  British  army  Api-Q  25, 
left  the  vicinity  of  Capefear,  and  moved  towards  Halifax. 
Leutenant  Colonel  l^rleton,  and  Colonel  Hamilton,  of 
North- Carolina,  with  their  respective  corjis,  preceded  the 
main  body.    The  British  legion  broke  into  oecasiona!  e«. 
Bormities  which  even  the  well  time<l  severity  of  L«^rd  Cora- 
wsdlis  could  scarcely  restrain.    The  British  General,  ia- 
strueted  iiy  the  9tcm  lessons  of  expeiH-nce,  saw  the  neces- 
sity Of  restraining  his  troops  to  the  moderation  of  eivilj^ed 
war*  but  the  legion,  demoralised  by  habitual  licentiousness 
and  barbarity*  mocked  discipline  and  power.    In  his  march 
Cornwallis  met  with  no  opposition  suttclenteven  to  retai*d 
its  celerity  :  the  F«rds  on  the  intervening  rivers,  were  se- 
cured by  the  a^vanceil  eor|)6  under  Tarletoo*and  Hamil- 
*ton,  andbyShneoe,  whom  Arnold  had  detached  for  that 
purpose^  with  the  Qiiecn's  rangers.     On  the  20th  of  May, 
Cornwallis  entered  Petersburg. 
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¥iveeedinge  of  the  General  ^$Bemhhf--^The  Legi^aiure 
tneet  ngaiUf  and  adjourn  to  CharlottegvUli^^ComwalUs 
cro$$es  James  rixfevf  inqtust  of.  La  Fajfette — Distressing 
situation  of  Virginia — LaFayelie  retreats  from  Biek- 
moni — Jln4  is  pursued  by  CornwaUis — IVhb  suddenly 
luMs  and  alters  his  plan — Simeoe  is  detached  to  the  PiriKt 
of  Fork— And  Tarltlon  to  Charlottesville^Critieal  H- 
tuation  of  Baron  Steuben — His  retreat — Tarleton''spro- 
ceedlni:s^Ile  atlentpts  to  seixe  Mr.  Jrffersan^-^Exctsses 
commuted  by  tlie  British  troops — Ldl*ayttte  isjoineA  by 
Wayne — Tarleton  attempts  to  destroy  tike  stores  ed  JLibs- 
marie  OldCoiMrt- House — His  attempt  is  bajffled  hy  the 
Marquis — VomwaJUs  retreats  to  the  lower  country — Js 
pursued  by  La  Fayette^Hnters  Bkhmond — Mores  to^ 
wards  Williamsburg — Partial  engagement  between  But- 
ter and  Simeoe — Cornwallis  prepai'ss  to  cross  James  ri- 
ver— La  Fayette  resolves  on  attacking  Mm — Jtffair  near 
Jamestown — CornwaUis  passes  to  the  SonlhsideqfJawus 
river — Tarleton  is  detached  to  Bedford — Fonc-Tawn 
and  Gloucesterpoint  are  occupiedby  Comwallis — LaFay- 
ette  encamps  in  tlie  neighbourhood— jSHuation  of  the 
JSTorthem  army — Pecuniary  aid  gi*nnted  by  JRrance— 
^Cessation  of  paper-money — Mohert  Morris  is  appoiuted 
superintenaant  of  the  finunees — Ptanofan  attack  upon 
iJ^Tcw  Fork — This  plan  is  relinquislud  for  ojf ensile  ope- 
rations against  Comwallis — Incursion  of  wirnold  inio 
Copnectieut—JidTanee  of  the  combined  icrtntcs  to  Vir- 
glnfO'^Sir  Samuel  Hood  arrives  ofi  tlie  •iimerican  coast 
— Count  lie  Orasse  reaches  the  Chesapeak — Xaval  en- 
gagement between  J)e  Orasse  and  Graves — Tlu  French  - 
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^Skunnish  between  the  liritish  legio'^  and  tlie  French  m- 
Talry— 37i€  •Americans  taiic  two  of  the  enemjfs  redoubts 
-^CornwaUis  aitempis  to  escape  on  tlie  imle  of  Glouces- 
ter— Hut  cannot  succeed — .And  is  ccmpelhd  to  surrender  ^ 
with  his  whole  army — Importance  of  this  event — Port  of* 
ilie  •;lnieriean  ai*my  returns  to  tlie  Xorth — Hoehambean 
,  ^  encamp  in  Virp;ln\Q — De  firaese  sails  for  the  TVest  In- 
dies— And  La  Fayette  relurnn  t^  Etinype. 


Tlie  (j^eaend  AsiemUy  lUid  seperated  on  tbe  flMond  of 
January,  at  th<»  apprnaeti  of  the  parrioHle  ArnolcK'    Tte 
critical  filtualioii  of  the  eoantrjr  again  called  togetlier  the  ^^^^ 
fathers  of  the  State,  ei|  the  lat  of  Maroh,    The  Hoose  of  5^^== 
I>eleeateft  elected  H*  H.  Lee  their  Speaker.    The  aeidloD       ^^^^ 
VfViA  shorty  and  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  iDomeiit.    Legislative  provision  was  made  for  rai- 
sing ttvo  legiousy  each  of  wliich  should  oonsistof  six  com* 
fmnies  of  iniauti'yy  and  one  troop  of  horse.    1  he  rules  of 
Continental  service  and  all  the  articles  of  vrar»  were  exteor 
dcd  to  the  militia,  and  martial  law  estaUiahed  wUhin  20 
miles  of  the  Arneriean  aiid  the  bogtile  camp.  The  recruit- 
lof^  service  was  invigorated  by  further  eneouragements.-<- 
TUe  Governor  was  empowered  to  call  into  the  field  such 
Bombers  of  militia  as  circumstances  might  require ;  to  im- 
press pi'ovisioASy  horses^  eloathingy  aeeoutrcmeatSy  lK>ats> 
vessels,  waggons,  and  negroes  to  srrve  as  pioneers  ;  to  ap- 
pi*eift(*nd  disaffected  persons  ;   to  send  non-jurors  into  the 
eneaiy's  lines ;  and  to  punish  of^sition  to  military  laws, 
with  the  loss  of  all  eivil  rights^    For  the  speedy  trial  of 
certain  offenders,  the  establishment  of  commissions  of  Oyer 
.  and  Terminer^  l^as  directed  ;  and  the  Executive  were  au« 
thorised  todiseontiniie,  if  neeessaryy  State  Quarter- Masters 
aod  Commissaries,  and  to  place  tne  resources  of  the  Com- 
mon wealth  in  the  liands  of  Continental  .staff-officers.    The 
certificates  given  to  citizens  for  impressed  property  were 
jnade  receivable  in  lieu  of  specifics  to  be  eontrlbutedy  ac- 
eording  to  law,  by  those  citizens*     The  resource  of  paper 
emissions  were  again  recui*red  to*  because  no  other  me- 
thod of  providing  {\»r  the  exigencies  of  the  times  could  be 
devised  ;  the  Treasurer  was  consequently  directed  to  emit 
1^4000,000,  and  the  Governor  authovised  to  issue  te^OOO^ 
000  morct  in  bills  to  be  redeemed  in  1792,  by  means  of  an 
assessment  on  property.     The  depreciation  had  nearly 
reached  its  acme,  and  we  will  see  Ibe  paper  currency  ex- 
pare  in  the  course  of  the  present  year.* 

Among  the  efforts  made  by  Congress  to  give  efficacy  to 
the  Coiltinental  government^  was  a  resolution  recommend- 
ing it  to  the  respective  States  to  Ycst  in  the  federal  Council^ 
a  power  to  levy  for  the  use  of  the  Union,  a  duly  of  b  per 
cent  advalorem  on  i<«iports  and  prize  goods.  This,  it  was 
presumed,  would  constitute  a  permanent,  productive  and 
vivifying  fund.  Devotedness  to  the  general  good  had  late- 
ly induced  Virginia  to  sacrifice  her  western  possessions  ; 
she  now  «ith  equal  liberality,  aeeeded  to  the  wishes  of 


•  The  varying  increase  of  the  depreciation  had  induced  the  Assembly 
to  allow  a  eertain  quantity  of  tobacco  to  each  public  officer*  in  lieu  of  a 
salary  in  pa^er  money.  At  this  time,  (March;  the  depreciation  was  »» 
botit  90  lor  1.  It  increased  to  1000  ibr  1,  when  the  paper  currency  ditd 
away. 
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CoagreM^  n»qie0tto  tlietteilemp1atod4^  exM|»tiig 
fMm  it§  opemtMNi  arms,  MiiiittiiiliMf  elotttkiAg  mad  #Ui€r 
aKielei  eonneetdl  with  the  sappMi  of  Ibe  war,  and  in- 
porlad  for  Um  Unitod  States,  or  aay  of  theai*  To  Uiis  be- 
aofidal  and  salutary  plan,  bowovor,  (he  eoaeamat  nKcat 
of  all  the  States  eooM  not  be  obtaiaed. 

After  those  Legislative  prorisioDs,  the  onsion  tesonaa- 
ted;  Tlie  Aamably  met  again  at  Ricbmoad  cms  the  7th 
day  of  May  ;  bat  the  mofoments  of  Fhifiipsand  Coraval* 
Us,  eridenlly  threatening  the  Metropolis,  the  members 
present  on  the  lOtb,  aiHeumed  the  honse  until  the 
5SHh,  then  to  meet  at  CharlottesYiUe.  LeUers  verte  ao* 
eordingly  dispatebedto  the  absent  members,  re^uriq; 
their  pnnetnai  aftendanee  at  that  time  and  plaee^ 

Verj  few  days  elt^sed  belvera  the  arrival  of  Lord 
ComwaUb  at  Petersburg,  and  the  eommeneemeat  of  his 
odTensive  operatioas.  He  erosoed  James  river  at  Westo- 
ver,  employing  nearly  three  days  in  the  traasportaiioa  of 
Ms  army  aerom  that  wide  stream.  Three  regiments  wider 
Ijeslie  Imd  just  arrived  from  New  York,  Une  of  these 
joined  ComwaUis  ;  the  residue  of  I  he  remforoeaMnt  was 
ordcmd  to  Portsmouth,  and  the  deieneQ  of  that  post  en* 
trusted  to  LesHe.  Arnold,  weary  of  hair-breath  eseapes, 
and  probably  eonstsious  ^  the  jealousy  and  disgust  with 
whieh  he  was  viewed  by  the  proud  victors  of  Camden  and 
Chiilford,  returned  to  New  York.  The  deva^ation  of  his 
native  State  was  reserved  for  the  infuriated  traitor — bni 
tlie  smiles  of  royalty*  could  restore  neither  serenity  to  Us 
breast*  nor  splendor  to  bis  fame. 

^  Comwallis  exulted  in  the  superiority  of  his  nmnbeno* 
ver  those  oI'Xa  Fayette.  Plnslted  with  hopes  of  a  britUmot 
eampaign,  and  eonfident  of  his  militated  vietim,  be  wrote 
to  Ei^Iaud  **  the  boy  cannot  esoape  me***  Here  we  wtU 
again  introduce  one  of  those  letters  which  bring  the  rea* 
derinto  contact  with  time  and  rircomstanees,  and  better 
than  r^ular  narrative,  exhibit  the  shape,  snbstence  and 
complexion  of  affairs.    <^  1  have  just  been  advised*  the  (So* 

<  vemor  of  Ylrginia  writes  to  (ho  commander  in  Chief,  on 
'  the  28th  of  May,  that  the  British  have  evacuated  P^te^ 

<  burg,  been  joined  by  a  eonsidcrabio  rrinforceraent  from 
•  New  York,  and  crtmsed  James  river  at  Westowr.  Tliey 
«  were,  on  the  Mth  instant,  three  miles  advanced  towanb 
^  Richmond,  at  whieh  place  Major  General,  tlie  Marqnis 

<  FViyette,  lay  with  ftOOO  men,  reenlars  and  militia ;  that 

<  being  the  whole  number  we  could  arm,  until  the  arrival 

^  of  the  lino  stand  of  arms  from  Rhodolsfauid,  which  are  . 

<  iU)Oot  this  time  at  the  plaoe  where  our  public  stores  are 


*  The  Xinf  of  Enciftnd  desired  his  special  approbation  to  he  notilifd  Id 
B.  General  Arnold,  Kir  hb  hraveTj^  skill  kc.  in  Ukt  great  Tobacco  war  lie 
(See  Remcmbraiicer  iw  ITShy 


depoflked.  Tbe  vhole  Ibree  of  tlic  enemy  viftkio  Ais   CSEAP. 

Sti^ie»  from  tbe  heti  inteUigeiiee  |  hare  been  able  to  ftetf     XDL 

to,  I  tbiiik^  about  70U0  mo^  ioehulitig  the  garrisdoTeft  ^____ 

at  Purl^motitb.    A  number  orpri?atCiprs>  ivUeb  are  eon-t  *"^»b 

atonrtly  rayaj^ng  tbe  «horea  of  our  rivef^,  fireTeot  ^s  fVom      ^j^ 

reoeivin);  any  aid  from  the  eoiinlies  lying  on  navigable  * 

waters ;  and  powerfol  operations  meditated  against  oar 

western  frontier^  by  a  joint  foree  of  BrUiA  andlmliaa 

aavages.  bave^  as  year  Exeelieney  before  kncw^  obltged 

o»  to  embody  between  tivo  and  three  thonsand  men*  in 

that  qtmrter.    Tonr  Exeelleney  wlH  Judge  from  this 

atat^of  things^aod  fk*om  what  yon  know  of  your,  own 

eoiHitiy,  what  it  may  prdmbly  suffer  during  the  present 

campaign*     Should  the  enemy  be  able  to  prodnee  no  op* 

portnnity  of  annihilating  the  Marquis*s  army,  a  small 

proportion  of  their  force  may  yet  restrain^his  movements 

efieet  ually»  while  the  greater  part  is  employed  m  detaeh- 

ments  to  waste  an  unarmed  country,  and  lead  the  minds 

of  the  people  to  aequiesce  under  those  events  which  they 

sc^  no  human  power  prepared  to  ward  o£    We  are  too 

far  removed  from  the  other  scenes  of  war«  to  say  whe* 

ther  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  be  within  this  State  ; 

But  I  suppose  they  cannot  any  where  spare  so  great  an 

artny  for  the  operations  of  tlie  field*    Were  it  possible  for 

this  eircumstanee  to  jtisiify  in  your  Excellency,  adeler- 

miaatton  to  ie(id  us  your  personal  aid,  it  is  evident  from 

the  nniversal  voice,  that  tbe  presence  of  their  bekived 

eauntryman,  whose  talents  have  so  long  been  successfblly 

employed  in  establi^ng  the  freedom  oTkindred  States,  to 

whose  person  they  have  still  flattered  themselves  tliq^re- 

ttthiecl  souieriglit^  and  have  ever  Idokcd  upon  as  their  der- 

nitrrtBort  in  distress ;  that  your  appearance,among  them 

I  say,  would  restore  full  confidence  of  salvation,  and 

would  render  them  eqtinl  to  whafevcr  is  not  impossible* 

I  eanmit  undertfdce  to  foresee  and  obviate  the  difficulties 

which  lie  to  tlie  way  of  sueh  a  resolution.    Hie  whole 

subject  is  before  you,  of  which  I  see  only  tietachcd  parts 

— and  your  judgment  will  be  formed  on  a  view  of  tise 

whole.      Shonld  the  tiangcr  of  the  State  and  its  come- 

qncnee  to  the  Union,  be  such  as  to  render  it  best  ftirr  the 

wliole,  that  you  should  repair  to  its  assistance,  tlie  di(H- 

enlty  would  then  l>o  how  to  keep  men  out  of  tlie  fiekl.  I 

have  undertaken  to  hint  this  matter  to  jour  Excellency, 

aot  only  on  my  own  sense  of  its  importance  to  us,  but  at 

the  soliettation  of  many  members  of  weight  In  our  I-e- 

gislature,  which  has  not  yet  assembled*  to  speak  their 

•  This  letter  is  dated  CharhttesviUe,  May  28.  The  Legislature  harl,  at 
vehave  seen,  adjourned  from  Itichmond  to  Charlottesville  on  the  34lh  of 
May.  No  suilicient  munber  attended  to  elect  a  Speaker  until  the  !28Yb*w 
the  4ay  when  Mr.  JefTerson  wi*ote  thia.  Mr.  Jefrer90ii*s  term  of  oiGce  ex- 
pired on  tlie  hwt  of  May. 
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retreats  . 
fmm  Rich- 
uiond,    * 


^  own  dmres.*  A  few  days  wtll  bring  !•  me  tbwt  r^Kc^ 
«  wbfob  the  cMttitution  ba^  prepared  for  tbose  of^resstA 
^  with  the  laiM)urs  of  my  ofBce  ;  and  a  long  declared  ma- 

<  tion  of  relioqui^iog  it  to  abler  Imnds,  has  prepared  mj 

<  way  for  retirement  to  a  private  station ;  stilly  »•  ms  ia- 
^  dividual^  I  should  feel  the  eonif)M*tabk  ef&ets  ^ Jronr  pre- 
*  senoe*  and  have  (wliai  1  thought  could  no^  Imve  been) 

<  an  additional  motive,  ftH*  that  gratitude,  esteem  and  rea- 

<  peet  whieh  1  have  long  felt  for  your  Exoelleney.*' 

On  the  same  day*  Governor  Jeflferson  addressed  the  Pre- 
.udent  of  Congress  $  his  letter  briefly  stafjed  the  situatioo 
of  Virginia,  and  eoneluded  in  these  words  .•  •«  I'hese  farts, 
^*  and  tliose  with  whieh  I  have  heretofore  been  e^oairaia- 
««  ed  to  trouble  yonr  Kxcellenry,  will  enable  Congrma  to 
*^  form  a  proper  judgment  of  the  situation  of  this  Slate, 
*^  and  io  adopt  such  measures  for  its  aid  as  its  eiremnalaB* 
•<  ees  may  requiret  and  their  powers  cffeet." 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  regarfUngaU  Amerieana  hb 
country,  and  employed  in  preparations,  for  an  attack  upon 
New- York,  whieh,  he  thought,  would  determine  the  con- 
test, or,  at  least,  coini>el  Sir  tienry  Clinton  to  recall  the 
detaohments  now  overspreading  the  South,  could  not  ac- 
quiesce in  the.  wishes  of  his  native  State  ;  but  hia  eyes  were 
incessantly  turned  towards  it ;  and  we  will  soon  see  him 
concerting  and  executing^  for  its  salvatioUf  a  most  happy 
mid  decisive  plan. 

La  l<*ayette  well  understood  his  situation*    Fervid  as  his 
temper  waa,  and  though  he  jiersoaally  disregarded  danger, 
his  judgment  taught  lijra  that  he  roust  act  for  the  people, 
whose  cause  he  liad  espoused,  and  not  for  himseUl    To  re- 
serve his  small,  but  brave  army  for  future  service,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  protect  the  stores  on  which  the  uUioMle 
success  of  the  struggle,  in  a  great  measure,  depended,  were 
the  objei^s  which  prudence  immedii|tely  and  forcibly  sug- 
gested.   Tp  these  objects  he  ought  to  confine  himself*  aa- 
til  the  aiTiv:d.of  Wayne,  and  the  proper  organization  of  the 
miliiia.    OF  this  he  was  duly  sensible,  and  he  acted  aeeor- 
dingly*    Uetiiing  fi^om  his  position  below  BichmomU  he 
eroded  the  Chii-kaboniiny,  and  advanced  towards  Frede- 
rivksburg.    This  movement  brought  him  nearer  to  the  ex- 
peeled  reinfore^ment  under  Wayne,  and,  at  the  same  time 
covered  the  valuable   manulactory  of  arms  in  the  vieinily 
of  Falmouth*    Loud  ^nd  pressing  was  the  cry  of  La  Fay- 
ette (or  aid  of  every  Sort ;  the  AssoBibly,  the  ISoverimr, 
Steuben,  Nelson*  and  other  patriotic  officers,  and  the  pro- 
pie  themselves,  were  all  eager  to  unite  their  efforts  against 
the  common  enemy ;  but  the  nature  of  t|ic  countt^-,'  and 
the  existing  state  oftbings,  did  not  permit  that  rapidity  and 
intensity  of  action  which  the  moment  required.    Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  John  Alereer.  who  had,  from  the  first  year 
of  the  war  till  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  served  withdi)- 
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tinetioTi  and  npplause  ia  tlie  Northern  ariny«  and  after-    OHAP» 
wards  joined  L^wson's  legioaary  corps  during  Lerite's  in-      XiX. 
vasian,  now  re^appeared  in  the  Held.    Himself  glowing  ^^^^^ 
with  ardor  for  the  sernee  of  his  eouatry^  he  kindled  in  the  ^*"^=* 
yoBths  of  his  neighbourhood  a  eorrespondent  feelingy  and      ^j^i 
with  a  troop  of  Dragoons^  mounted  and  equipped  at  their 
own  eicpimse%  Joined  the  gidlaat  La  Payette^  to  whom  no- 
thing eouM  be  inore  weleome  than  sueh  a  corps,  e^eeially 
for  the  purpose  of  obsertration.    Comvallis  was  close  in 
his  rear.    Just  before  the  accession  of  ColoneUMerecrf  he 
had,  on  the  Northern  side  of  the  Pamunkeyy  been  overta-     ^ 
ken  by  a  detachment  of  the  Brrtisb  Kght  troops  under 
Tarle^ea.    As  be  adraneed  throitgh  the  eountiy.  Com-. 
wallis  siezed  on  all  the  valuable  horses  within  his  reach^ 
.  and  was  thus  enabled  not  only  to  remount  his  caVaIfy,  but 
to  inerease  their  numbers.    The  movements  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tarleton  became  from  chis  circumstance  more  ra- 
pid and  more  formidable  tlian  ever.    Led  by- the  appear- 
ance of  his  dragoons  to  8U<?pose  the  main  body  of  tlie  pur- 
s«tng  army  ready  to  attack  him.  La  Fayette,  with  unsha- 
ken resolution,  though  with  presentiments  necessarily  of  a 
gloomy  nature,  drew  up  his  little  army  in  order  of  battle. 
The  arrival  of  Colonel  Mercer  soon  enabled  him  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  party  in  whose  near  Approach  this  alarm  had 
originated^  was  only  a  large  patrole  of  Tarleton's  horse, 
and  that  Cornwallis  himself  was  still  JufBciently  distant  to 
be  snccessfnlly  eluded.    Not  a  moment  was  h;.st«    Impar- 
ting to  his  movements  additional  vigor  and  celerity,  and  re-     ^ 
iimiuishing  for  higher  objects  his  original  plan  of  assum-. 
ijig  some  strong  position  whence  he  might  cover  Treder- 
icks!Kit^  and  the  manufactory  of  arms  in  the  neighhour^ 
hood  of  char  place,  he  rapidly  advanced  through  the  West- 
'em  parts  of  Spottsylvania  county,  across  the  head  waters 
of  tbo  Mattapony»  towards  the  p<rint  where  he  had  strong 
reasons  to  hope  that  a  Junction  with  the  Pennsylvania  line 
might  be  speedily  and  safely  eft*ected.    For  some  time, 
Cornw^lis,  eager  to  redeem  the  pledge  which  be  had  so 
confidently  given  of  not  suffering  **  the  boy'*  to  escape,  con- 
tinued, but  continued  in  vain»  his  menacing  pursuit.    E- 
very  hour  increased  the  distance  between  his  adversary 
and  himself:  he  (lierefore,  turned  bis  attention  to  other  ob» 
jeets,  which  he  probably  eonsidcrcd  as  equally  condneive 
to  the  final  triumph  of  the  British  arms.    These  objects  ^n^ii^p^p. 
were  to  harass  the  pcoplo  of  the  S^tate ;  to  terrify  them  in-  si««^  by 
to  submission  by  practically  bringing  to  tlieir  view  his     ^nwalHs, 
power  and  his  determination  to  injure,  and  their  own  vul- 
nerable^ defeneeless  condition  ;  to  destroy  those  resources 
which  had  hitherto  eluded  the  Wide  spreading  fury  of  in- 
vading armies ;  in  short,  to  detach  Virginians  from  their 
new  system  of  government  and  their  new  rulers,  by  exhi- 
biting both  as  di'plorubly  inadequate  to  tlie  important  pur- 
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detached  to 
the  Point  of 
Fork. 


mtes  of  military  resistunee  and  aatiomd  (iroteotioti.  Per- 
haps,  toOf  he  enteriaiaed  a  proud  hope  of  anatlitlalliisft  at 
no  distant  day*  by  a  stagle  blow,  sktlftfHy  aimed  and  sac- 
cesrfally  iaAfeted,  the  aaited  forees  of  WayaeaiHtl^a  Faj- 
ette — a  hoM  farther  oaeoara^  by  the  wcil  known  teni- 
per  of  the  reoniiylvaiiia  line  and  their  adfenlurotto  com- 
mander. M^h  such  tlewt  and  sueh  a  liope«  GornwalliB  en- 
camped on  the  North  Anna  in  the  county  of  Hanover.  Some 
time  before  this  halt,  while  t  urieton  was  elosely  porsonig 
his  adversary,  one  of  his  exploring  partieSf  we  are  inform- 
ed by  himself,'*'  intoreepted  a  Courier,  conveying  liters 
from  tifte  Marquis  to  General  Greene,  Baron  Steoben  and 
Governor  Jefferson.  In  the  d^pateh  addressed  to  the  tat- 
ter.  La  Fayette  compared  the  pit^sent  success  of  tbe  Bri* 
tish  arms  in  Virginia,  With  the  invasion  of  the  Electorate 
of  Hanover  by  the  French  in  the  preceding  war,  and.  lie 
prophetically  aanonno^  a  similar  result,  if  the  pe^le 
woald  only  make  those  exertions  which  their  cause  d^urv- 
ed,  and  their  situation  reijuired. 

in  the  mean  time  Lord  Comwallis,  bent  on  the  executi- 
on of  the  predatory  plan  which  be  had  lately  formed,  made 
two  considerable  detachments  from  his  army.  One  of 
these,  amounting  to  500  mcn^  partly  of  the  Qo^en^  ran- 
gers, infantry  and  cavalry,  and  partly  bf  the  Yi^rs,  he 
placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simeoe, 
a  partisan,  whose  indefatigable  activity  and  singular  fit- 
ness fbr  stratagem,  surprize  and  intrigue,  we  have  alrea- 
dy had  occasion  to  mention. 

Atthe  confluence  of  the  two  bi*anch(>s  of  the  James,  in 
the  county  of  Fluvanna^  is  a  point  of  land,  known  under 
theappcllatioii  of  the  Point  of  Fork,  where,  during  the 
late  incursions  of  Phiilii>s  and  Arnold,  a  State  arsenal  had 
beenfbrmed,  and  military  stores  collected,  especially  with 
a  view  to  the  prosecntioa  of  the  war  in  the  €a!rolioas.  The 
protection  of  this  important  post  had  been  entrusted  to  Ba- 
ron Steuben,  who,  in  this  critical  posture  of  affairs  in  Vir- 
ginia, had,  by  the  joint  orders  of  La  Fayette  and  Greene, 
repaired  there  frOm  the  borders  of  North  Gai^olina,  with 
about  6(K)  new  levies,  ori.^naily  destined  for  the  Southicni 
army !  To  the  l^hit  of  Fork,  the  militia  under  General 
Lawson,  amounting  nearly  to  the  same  number,  had  alio 
been  directed  to  raarclL  Hie  plan  ot  La  Fayette  was,  at 
llrst,  to  unite  the  whole  with  tlie  Pennsylvania  line  and  the 
body  under  his  immediate  command,  and  make  a  eombin* 
ed  effbrt  against  the  enemy.  The  <^rdcr9  which  he  issued 
to  bring  this  scheme  into  effect,  unfoKvnatdy  were  inter- 
cepted. Comwallis  altered  his  movements  ;  and  this 
change,  together  wttli  utiexpected  delays  in  the  meditated 


*  See  Tarleton's  KanatiTe. 
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jmietiaii  ««4  the  Peansylmnia  liM,  o¥«»tlirev  the  vm^mU    €ir AF. 
It  was  against  Baron  Sieuben,  aod  Che  magazines  under      XIS« 

his  prote^ioD^  that  Lieutenant  C(danel  Simeoe  now  direct-  

ed  bia  £ffiu*t««    His  instrnotion^  were*  suddenly  to  fall  e«  ■■«"■   '• 
the  BaDont  annibilaie  his  foPee»  er^  at  leasts  to  drive  the      ^j^s 
\¥hotle  beyond  the  Southern  branch  of  James  mer^  and  to  ^ 

4«Btroy  the  arnift  aud  provisions  known  to  have  been  col* 
iBtet«(d  at  the  Point  jof  Fork. 

The  expedition  of  Tadeton*  who  was  detaehed  with  180   And  Tarie- 
cavalry  of  the  iegion»  and  70  mounted  infantry  of  the  23d  ton  tnchar- 
reiriiuent,  headed  by  Captain  Vhampagney  embraced  the  iottoinUe. 
IbUowing  dbjeets.     He  reeeived  orders  to  surprisOf  take 
or  disperse  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  iUm 
convened  at  Charlottesville  as  we  have  befora  mentioiiedy 
to  seize  on  the  person  of  the  Governor,  ^ho  resided  ir^  the 
neighborhood,  to  spread  on  his  route  devastation  and  teiTor^ 
sparing  no  military  stores  or  other  resources  likely  to  en- 
able tlie  Amerieans  to  prolong  the  existing  struggle,  and 
pechaps,  to  end  it  witb  sueeess*    He  was  ultimately  to 
Joia  Simeoe,  and  assist  his  intended  operations. 

With  tbeir  accustomed  eagerness  and  activity,  the  two 
indefatigable  and  dreaded  partisans  entered  upon  the  exe- 
oation  of  their  respective  tusks. 

This  double  movement  rendered  Steuben's  situation  an-  ju^^  3, 
usually  perilous.      The  extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining 
prompt  and  correct  information  respecting  tbe  British  and 
their  schemes,  the  severe  precautions  wliich  Simeoe  took 
for  securing  every  person  met  or  seen  on  bis  route,  efiee- 
tually  eoneealed  his  march  from  the  Baron.    The  latter,    Critical  si- 
however^  became  apprized  of  Tarleton's  rapid  advanee.  ^^^tion  of 
Imagining  himself  the  immec!iate  object  of  it,  he  lost  no  ^S!^ 
time  in  transporting  his  stores  to  the  South  side  of  the 
Fluvanna,  intending  bimself  speedily  to  follow,  with  the 
whole  division  under  his  command.    "When  Simeoe  reach- 
ed tJie  Point  of  Fork,  the  American  stores  had  been  re- 
moved, and  Steuben's  detachment  crossed  tlie  river,  ex- 
cept about  SO  meUf  then  awaiting  the  return  of  the  boats, 
to  embark  and  join  their  friends.    These  men  unavoidably 
fell  into' the  hands  of  the  British  cavalry.    The  river  was 
deep  and  unfordable  ;  and  all  the  boats  bad  been  secured 
on  tbo  Soutb  side  of  it.    Simeoe's  main  objeet  was*  there- 
fore, frustrated.   Under  the  mortification  arising  from  this 
disappointment,  a  singular  stratagem  occurred  to  bis  wily 
mind.    It  was  to  impress  the  Baron  with  the  belief  that  » 
.  the  troops  now  at  the  Point  of  Fork  were  tlie  advance  of 
tbe  British  army,  ready  to  overwhelm  him  ;  and  thus  to 
work  upon  his  fears  so  far  as  to  induce  bim  to  sacrifice 
most  of  the  stores  *wbich  had  been  transported  over  the 
Fluvanna.    For  tbis  purpose  he  encamped  on  the  heights 
ojmositeio  Steuben's  new  station,  advantageously  displaying 
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CHAP*    his  feree,  and  by  tbe  number  of  bi»  fires  siig;estifig  m  pr»- 
XIX.       bability  of  the  main  body»  headed  by  CornwaUis,  hayiag 

aotnalij  reaebed  the  neighborhood.    Tbe  Baron,  who  bad 

^■^^^'^  been  tnformed  that  the  eorps  under  Tai4etoa  tbreatoned 
irsi  ^^^  ^^*  "^^  faneied  himself  in  imminent  danf;er«  Betrcat- 
ing  precipitately  during  the  night,  he  omrcbed  naar  M 
mues  from  the  Point  of  Fork,  abandoning  to  the  enemj 
such  stores  as  eould  not  be  removed,  in  tbe  m<wsin|^ 
Blmeoe  observing  the  success  of  his  stratagem,  and  wish* 
ing  to  give  it  stJU  further  effect,  procured  some  smaD  em- 
noes,  and  sent  across  the  ri^  Captain  Stepbensonv  with  a 
detachment  of  light  infantry,  and  Cornet  Wolsey  with  four 
hussars.  The  former  was  directed  to  destroy  the  stores 
^  and  arms  which  the  Baron  had  left  behind  in  the  huny 

nu    tr   L         confusion  of  his  premature  retreat  5  and  the  latter,  to 
^  ^     mount  his  hussars,  who  had  carried  their  saddles  over  with 
them,  on  such  straggling  horses  as  he  was  likely  to  find, 
to  patrole  some  miles  011  the  route  taken  by  Steuben  ;  in 
short,  to  exhibit  every  appearance  of  eager  and  formida- 
hie  pursuit.    Both  these  orders  were  successfully  exeeut- 
ed.     Stephenson  performed  without  delay  or  annoyaneet 
the  task  of  destruction  assigned  to  him ;  and  Wols^  so 
ocmfirmed  the  belief  of  Steuben,  that  the  whole  Briibh 
army  was  close  in  his  rear#  that  he  accelerated  his  march, 
retirin<;  still  further  from  the  river.     His   object  was  to 
resume  his  original  destination  and  join  General  Greene; 
but  ho  received  fresh  oi*ders  not  to  leave  the  State,  so  long 
as  Cornwallis  should  continue  there.     On  the  militia  un- 
der Lawson,  a  similar  iiy  unction  was  laid.     Britidi  histo- 
rians have  greatly  ex»2;,:;erated  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
Americans  at  the  Point  of  Fork.      Of  their  thrasonie  ac- 
counts, undoubted  evidence  is  in  the  hands  of  the  author 
of  this  narrative.'* 
Tarleton's      Let  US  uow  tracc  tlic  rapid  advance  of  lAeutenant  Colo- 

proceedings  Qel  Tarleton  to  Charlottesville.  Immediately  upon  his 
being  detached  by  Lord  Cornwallis  for  the  purposes  al- 
ready stated,  he  took  the  road  to  Louisa  Courthouse.  A- 
_  bout  the  middle  of  the  day  he  halted,  and  allowed  his  men 
and  their  horses  a  short  interval  of  repose  and  some  re- 
freshment. By  11  o'clock  at  night,  he  reached  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Louisa  Court  house,  where  he  stopped  only  5 
hours,  resuming  his  march  at  2^^ in  the  morning.  Moving 
onward  with  his  usual  celerity,  he  soon  (ell  in  with  i% 
waggons,  laden  with  clothing  for  the  Southern  army,  and 
proceeding  towards  the  Carolinas,  under  an  escort  inade- 


•  Tftrleton  has  magfiufied  almost  every  circumstance.    The  official  cor- 
respondence of  Lotd  Cornwallis  himself,  is  full  of  exaggerations  of  thb 
sort,    Stedman  is  not  more  correct— The  evidence  to  which  we  allude 
-  has  be«n  furnished  by  persons  on  or  near  the  spot,  at  the  timo.    Huch  to 
that  effect  is  also  contamad  in  the  archives  of  the  State. 
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quttte  to  tlieir  proteotioii.    These  he  took  i(rithout  diffleul-    CHAP, 
ty  and  immediately  bui*nt.  Hearing  that  many  distinguish-      XIX. 
ed  cbaraeters  who  had  iied  from  the  lower  coaQti;y»vWere 
mssembied,  some  at  Pv.  Walker's,  some  at  Mr.  John  Wal-    ■'       ' 
kt^r'st  whose  houses  lay  almost  contiguous  to  hb  route,  he»  .    i78i 
for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  the  prinoipal  object  of  his  ex- 
pedition, and  resolved  to  make  them  pnsoners.    With  this  ' 
intention  he  divided  his  force-*-Captain  Kihloek  was,  With 
part  of  it,  detached  to  Mr.  John  Walker's  house,  while 
Xarleton  himself  proceeded  with  the  rest  to  the  doctor's 
niansion.    Here  he  captured  Colonel  John  Simms,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  of  Yirginia,  and  some  other  gentlemen^ 
who  passed  from  the  arms  of  sleep,  into  the  power  of  a  vi- 
gilant enemy.    Kinloek,  equally  active,  was  equally  sue- 
oessful.    Francis  Kinloek,  his  relative  and  a  Delegate  to       ' 
the   American  Congress  from   South  Carolina,  together  ' 
with  William  and  filbert  Nelson,  brothers  to  the  General 
of  that  name,  fell  into  his  hands. 

In  the  capture  of  those  gentlemen,  which  was  only  a  se- 
jcondary and  comparatively  unimportant  object,  sometime 
was  unavoidably  consumed.    More  was  employed  in  re*- 
freahing  both  men  and  horses,  in  paroling  part  of  the  pri- 
soners, and  placing  the  rest  under  an  escort.    This  delay 
greatly  contributed  to  the  failure  of  Tarleton's  main  pur- 
pose ;  but  another  circumstance  assisted,  at  the  same  time^ 
in  rendering  his  incursion  productive  of  inconsiderable  ef- 
ISM^t,  by  giving  a  timely  alarm  to  the  members  of  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  at  Charlottesville.    A  private  gentleman, 
Mr.  Jouitte,  happened  to  be  at  tb^  Cuckoo  tavern  in  Loui- 
sa, when  the  detachment  under  Tarleton  passed  along 
the  main  road,  on  their  way  to  Albemarle.    It  was  natural 
enough  for  him  to  suspect  the  enemy'b  destination.    Ac- 
quainted with  every  path  and  bye  road  in  that  part  of  the 
eountry,  and  mounted  on  a  very  fleet  horse,  he  hastened 
to  Charlottesville  by  a  disused  and  shorter  route,  and  made 
known  the  approach,  of  the  British  several  hours  before 
their  sirrival     In  vain  Tarleton  flattered  himself  that,  as 
he  advanced  upwartis  of  seventy  miles  in  twenty  four  hours^ 
his  excui*sion  would  be  crowed  with  complete  success.    E- 
late  with  this  hope,  he  pressed  onward,  detacliing,  when 
he  t-eached  the  vicinity  of  Charlottesville,  a  troop  of  horse 
under  Captain  M'Cleod  to  Montieello,  the  well  known  seat 
of  Mr.  JefTcrson.    Tarleton  himself,  followed  by  the  main 
body,  passed  the  Rivanna,  which  ^lows  about  a  mile  East 
of  the  town.     In  his  own  narrative  of  tliat  transaction,  he 
has  posted  a  guard  on  the  Western  bank,   which  he,  of 
course,  overpowered  and  dispersed.     We  have  been  at  Che 
spot,  and  heard  from  many  persons  then  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  worthy  of  implicit  belief,  that  Moore's  foi-d,  the 
place  where  he  crossed,  was  not  guarded  at  all.     Warned 
by  Jouitte  of  the  impending  danger^  the  Legislature  hav- 
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CHAIP.  itigfireTioiisty  vemArcA  Oiat,  during  <tei^iM»it  hMlflto  In- 

XIX  '  Tftsion,  forty  members  attonkl  be  a  sufficient  vwnber  te 

compose  a  hotise  to  proceed  upon  bushier  aiyeiirtieii  mdi 

*"*^^^^^^^  the  7tli  of  Junoytbento  meet  at  Stautiton^  iii  llie  eo«iityiif 
^^'^j^  Augusta.  From  it's  situatioii  on  the  W^temslde  of  the 
Blue-JRidge,  tkat  place  isras  dt*emed  perfeetljr  imassiiilaUe^ 
Most  of  the  members  hastetriiig  aWaj,  eluded  tlie  gr&^ 
perhaps  the  sabre  of  the  impetuous,  mereilees  ^FsirteroB* 
A  few  fell  into  bis  hands,  as  well  as  some  oflleers  and  aol- 
diersy  whom  a  laudable  desire  to  remove  or  oAerwSae  to 
secure  part  of  the  puMic  stores^  rendered  uamnHlfM  ef 
personal  safety.  ^  Tiurleton  lias  stated  that,  in  this  affiAv 
some  Americans  were  killed.  This  is  incorrect.  There 
was  no  efl\ision  of  blood,  except  in  the  ease  of  Mr.  Ardwr, 
who  was  unneoessarily,  wantonly,  and  crnelly  w%ood^  bf 
a  Brhisli  Sergctot,  of  Captain  Stovington's  troo^  nameil 
David  Kay.  The  mention  of  the  eai^tttre  of  Brigadier 
General  Scott  is  equally  unfounded.  He  was  not  at  Char- 
lottesville. Jouitte,  who  had  so'  oppoitunely  announfKod 
the  approach  of  the  British,  was  remarked  by  tbem,  on 
account  of  the  scariet  eoat,  and  the  military  bat  and  ^onw 
which  he  usually  wore.  Mistaking  him  for  an  uffiecr  of 
high  rank,  they  pursued  him  with  eagerness  and  pertinaci- 
ty ;  the  fleetncss  of  his  liorse  soon  placed  him  beyond  their 
teach ;  but,  in  this  pursuit,  they  missed  another  vieChn, 
whose  death  or  captivity,  vrould  doubtless  have  been  rt^ 
garded  by  them  as  an  ample  compensation  for  the  escape 
of  the  supposed  General.  The  gall&nt  Stevens,  whose  ke- 
roism  we  have  had  occa:aon  to  noliee  in  so  many  pkees, 
but  partieulariy  in  the  hard  and  bloody  engagement  at 
Guilford  Cotirt-house«  was  then  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly.  In  the  plain  attire  of  a. Virginia  farmer,  and 
mounted  on  a  horse  which  chance  had  presented  to  Un, 
,  and  which  but  ill  suiited  the  present  cmergency«  he  bad,  on 

leaving  Charlottesville,  taken  the  same  road  as  Joaitte. 
The  British  dragoons  passed  him  unassailed,  unhurt,  and 
perhaps  unobserved.  A  change  of  direction  in  bis  roote 
screened  bim  from  further  danger.  Arms,  ammunitiaa 
and  clothes,  were  either  seized  or  destroyed  by  the  British 
cavalry :  yet  not  to  that  amount  which  tfaejr  vauntingcom- 
mander  has  stated.*    Much  of  the  powder,  and  all  the 

■ 

*  Tarleton  has  indulged  his  usual  jactance  in  stating'  the  injory  which 
he  inflicted  in  the  course  of  this  expedition. '  That  injury  was,  indeed, 
great— but  it  fell  on  private  citisens  more  than  on  the  State.  The  histori- 
an while  writing  this,  has  before  his  eyes  a  lettw  from  Mr.  John  Walker, 
dated  Kelvoir,  June  6,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  the  public  loss  sus- 
tained both  on  the  Rivanna  and  the  Fluvanna,  This  account  reduces  thii^ 
to  tlieir  real  dimensions — i||is  only  from  such  sources  that  truth  is  deriv- 
ed. Connected  with  these  losses,  a  lamentable  and  disfracefol  circum- 
stance  has  been  recorded  by  La  Fajrette,  in  a  letter,  dated  Brooks'  Bridge, 
June  10,  1781,  and  addressed  to  die  Speaker  of  tlje  Hodse  of  Delegates, 
tihen  {it  Staunton^  wherein  he  sa>-B  :— <«  From  the  imposslUfi^  I  had  ezpe* 
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Unvi,  «vesped  ihw  searck  a&d  thnr  ratages  >  a  foKaaate 
eircuiDataiiee»  as,  in  the  present  e^isig,  those  twa  articiea 
had  aeqaired  an  laoaleufa^le  valae !    Some  of  the  Saraio- 
gft  pfisonen,  wbo»  either  by  permission  or  b;  stealthy  had 
reoMmied  in  the  neighbourhood  after  the  removal^  the 
troops  of  ConTetitjon  to  Fort  Fi-ederiek  in  Maryland^  are 
said  to  have  joined  Tsurleton  at  Charlotte»?ille.    Aiter  re- 
mainiiig  a  few  hours  at  that  place,  and  perpetrating  all  the 
BliBehief  in  his  power,  the  wary  partizan  retraced  his  steps 
to  the  RiTanna.    It  was  then  about  one  o'clock  in  the  af- 
temoon.    For  the  purpose  of  resting  and  refreshing  his 
eoFps,  he  halted  near  the  W^em  bank  of  that  river,  at 
the  farm*house  of  a  Mr.  Lewis,  an  active  and  meritorious 
eftoer  of  the  miHtia  who  had  been  all  the  morning,  and» 
i&deed,  was  at  that  rerj  moment,  zealously  employed  in 
conveying  public  property  beyond  the  reach  of  the  invading 
foe*     The  sctte  of  this  spot  was  naturally  delightful,  and 
taste  and  eulture  had  clothed  it  with  additional  beauty. 
Ii»x«triant  fmit  trees  mingled  their  shades  with  those  of 
nmtive  groves :  and  a  pleasant  lawn  spread  its  verdure  be- 
fore the  door  of  a  simple,  but  neat  and  comfortable  mansi* 
on.     Through  the  whole  ran  a  streamlet  of  limpid  water; 
in  short,  as  Tarleton  himself  remarked  to  Mrs.  Iicwis,  up- 
OD  eatering  the  farm  yard,  <^  the  place  was  a  little  paradise 
vpen  earth*''    The  scene  was  soon  reversed.    In  his  ex- 
'temml  behaviour  and  in  his  language,  Tarleton  displayed  a 
soldier-like  dignity ;  he  appeared  high  minded,  and  even 
polite,  but  he  secretly  indulged  bis  men  in  tlie  exercise 
of  every  base  and  angry  passion.    On  this  occasion,  private 
property  sufiered  considerably  from  the  habitual  love  of 
the  British  Dragoons  for  excess,  pluntler  and  destruetion. 
Sheep,  cows,  and  other  domestic  animals  were  unprofitably 
killed  ;  cellars  forcibly  opened,  clothes  and  portable  arti- 
cles of  furniture  secreted,  and  a  valuable  servant  and  se- 
veral horses  carried  away .    At  this  place,  Tarleton  pro- 
lontired  his  stay  till  the  next  morning.    The  most  dislio- 
guinhed  among  his  prisoners,  he  confined  in  a  small  room  ; 
the  rest  he  consigned  to  a  bam,  where  an  insulting  soldiery 
with  apparent  reluctance  administered  to  them  a  scanty 
portion  of  nourishment.    The  inferior  oifieers  took  posses- 
sion of  the  beds,  while  the  hardy  and  indefatigable  Tarle-* 
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rienced  of  getting'  shoes,  I  have  been  surprized  to  hear  that  a  quantity  of 
them  has  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.  What  hurts  me  the  most,  is  the 
intelligence  just  broutfht  by  Dr.  Pope  that,  after  the  fire  had  been  put  to  two 
medicine  wa^gjons,  they  nflj^t  have  been  saved,  liad  not  some  inhabitants 
interfered  to  prevent  it — part  of  these  medicines  has  been  afterwards  pick- 
ed up  and  sold  by  them.  — On  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  the  Marqtris 
was  requested  by  the  Leji^slatiu^,  to  make  an  enquiry  respectini^  the 
stores  destroyed  at  the  Pomt  of  Fork — it  appearing  that  not  only  the  ene- 
my but  some  of  the  adjacent  inhabitants  and  others  had  been  instrumental 
in  the  loss  of  said  stores. — ^This  was,  no  doiibt,  clui«^«able  to  the  dU^d' 
fection  or  cupidity  of  a  few  individuals  only. 
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CHAP,    ten  himselPeiy  oyed  a  few  hours  of  sleep  on  a  ebmmon  mat* 
XIX«      tressi  which  he  eaused  Co  be  thrown  across^the  floor.    A* 
nother  cireumstanee  occurred,  highly  charaeteristle  of  his 
'  Tigilance  and  activity.    The  sun  had  scarcely  risen,  wbeii 

1781  ^  ^^"^  report  of  musketry  was  heard  in  the  adjacent  woods, 
on  the  side  of  Moniicelio.  Tarleton  had  just  commeiieed 
a  hhsty  military  toilet ;  relinquishing  the  razor  for  the 
sabre,  he  immediately  called  his  troop  to  arms^  and  the 
next  moment  saw  him' on  his  horse,  and  in  full  gallop  to- 
wards the  spot  whence  he  imagined  the  obnoxioiis  sound  to 
hare  proceeded.  No  mountaineers,  no  riflemen  eolleetii^ 
for  an  attack,  could  however,  be  discovered.  The  alarm 
had  originated,  it  seems,  in  the  distant  firing  of  hontsmenr 
,  reverberated  in  louder  notes  by  the  echoes  of  the  vast  sur- 

rounding forests.    A  messenger  from  the  detachment  now 
at  Monticello,  further  confirmed  this  idea,  and  dispelled 
tbe  fears  which  Tarleton  had  been  led  by  this  firing  to  en- 
tertain for  the  safety  of  Captain  M'Cleo<l. 
Heat^  The  latter  was  unsuccessful  in  his 'attempt  to  seize  on 

tenopts  to      Mr.  Jcfferson«  no  longer  to  be  con<^idered  as  the  f Srovemor 
jtff^  ^''      of  the  State,  since  his  constitutional  term  of  office  had  ex- 
pired on  tlie  first  of  June.    The  intelligence  received  at 


Charlottesville  of  the  approach  of  the  British  legion, 
soon  conveyed  to  Monticello,  the  two  places  being  at  a  ve- 
ry small  distance  from  each  other.  At  this  time,  the  spedt- 
ersoi  the  two  houses,  and  some  other  members  of  Aisem-' 
bly,  were  Mr.  Jefferson's  guests.  These  hastened  to  Char- 
lottesville, and  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  to 
Staunton  mentioned  above,  had  scarcely  sufficient  time  to 
effect  their  escape.  M'Cleod  and  his  detachment  crossed 
at  Secretary's  Ford.  They  were  already  ascending  the 
winding  road  that  leads  from  that  point  to  the  summit  of 
the  bill  called  Monticello.  on  which  stands  Mr.  Jefferson's 
house,  wheii  Lieutenant  Hudson,  who  had  fortunately  des- 
^  cried  their  rapid  advance,  gave  the  family  a  further  and 
last  alarm.  A  carriage  had  already  been  provided,  and 
in  this  Mrs.  Jefferson  and  her  children  wei-e  safely  con- 
veyed to  Colonel  Carter's  house,  on  the  neighbouring 
moi^ntain.  Mr.  Jefferson  himself,  directing  his  ridiqg 
horse,  which  a  blacksmith  was  then  shoeing  at  a  distant 
shop,  to  be,  with  all  possible  speed,  led  to  a  gate  opening 
-on  the  road  to  Colonel  Carter's  plantation,  walked  to  that 
gate  by  a  foot  path  which  considerably  shortened  the  route, 
and  finding  his  injune lions  obeyed,  was  enabled  soon  to  re- 
join his  family.*  In  less  than  ten  minutes  after  his  leav- 
ing the  house,  it  was  entered  by  M'Clcod,  who  notwithstand- 
ing the  irritation  which  disappointment  at  mining  liis  in- 


•  The  historian  hopes  that  these  details  will  be  excused-  The  circuio- 
•ta  ice  here  related,  has  been  so  often  misrepresented,  that  it  wis  proper 
to  reduce  it  to  iU  real  shape,  and  to  give  it  its  true  colouring'. 
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tended  psej  was  ealculated  to  prodaoe^  manifested  a  saered 
^md  honorable  regard  for  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare. 
'Mr*  Jefferson's  property  was  respected,  especially  his 
books  andl  papers.  The  waste  committed  in  the  cellars  was 
atirabutable  to  the  brutality  of  a  few  disorderly  individu- 
als attached  to  the  party  under  M'Cleod,  and  it  tooli  place 
\»ithout  his  knowledge.  So  true  it  is  that»  in  general,  the 
eoiHluet  of  soldiers  depends  on  the  principles,  temper,  and 
spirit  of  their  officers,  and  that  the  human  character  is  so 
ductile  as  to  leave  no  excuse  for  the  demoralization  of  ar- 
mies ! 

Tarleton»  rejcMued  by  M  acleod,  recrossed  the  Rivanna,  and 
proceeded  towards  the  Point  oFFork,  in  compliance  with 
his  instructions.    Two  circumstances  hurried  bis  retreat ; 
one  was  a  report  artfully  and  purposely  spread,  that  clouds 
of  mountaineers  were  hanging  on  his  rear»  and  the  militia  of 
the  adjacent  counties  indignantly  and  unanimously  rising  to 
intercept  his  return  ;  the  other,   a  visibly  increasing  swell 
in  the  river,  owing  to  the  rain  which  had  fallen  durmg  the 
preceding  night.    Further  menaces  of  an  impending  at- 
tack reached  the  British  partizan  just  below  Milton ;  up- 
on whieby  he  immediately  retreated  off  the  road  to  Colonel 
Randolph's  plantation,  where,  having  ordered  his  detach- 
ment to  make  ready  for  action,  he  remained  one  hour  un- 
der arms.     Seeing  no  enemy  approach,   he  resumed  his 
march*  along  the  three-notched  road,  and  joined  Cornwall 
lis  and  Simeoe  in  tl)e  neighborhood  of  the  Point  of  Fork. 
Ills  Lordship  had  encamped  his  army  from  the  confluence 
of  the  two  branches  of  the  James,  along  the  main  river,  to  a 
plantation  belonging  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  where  he  establish- 
ed his  head  quarters.     Some  idea  of  the  mode  of  warfare 
used  by  t|ie  British  in  this  expedition  may  be  formed  from 
the  statement  of  a  writer,  whom  the  circumstances  of  his 
nativity,  his  principles,  and  his  general  6liaractcr  place  a- 
bove  even  Uie  suspicion  of  an  improper  prejudice  against 
England,  and  of  illiberal  and   virulent  deviations  from 
facts.    "  For  ten  days,  says  Gordon,  Lord  Cornwallis  con- 
tinued at  Elkhill,  a  seat  of  Mr.  Jefferson's.    The  latter 
happily  had  time  to  remove  most  of  his  effects  out  of  the 
house.    His  stocks  of  cattle,  sheep«  and  hogs,  together  with 
what  corn  was  wanted,  were  used  for  the  sustenance  of  the 
army  ;  and  all  his  horses,  capable  of  service  were  carried 
off.    This  was  no  other  than  Mr.  Jefferson  expected.    But 
the  throats  of  the  horses,  too  young  for  service,  were  cut ; 
his  growing  crops  of  corn  and  tobacco  were  burned,  toge- 
ther with  his  barns,  contaiRing  the  same  articles  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  all  the  fences  on  the  plantation,  so  as 
to  leave  it  an  absolute  waste.    These  things  were  perpetra- 
ted under  Lord  Cornwallis's  eye ;  the  situation  of  the  house 
in  which  he  was,  commanding  a  view  of  every  part  of  the 
plantation.    The  rest  of  the  neighbourhood  was  ti^cated  in 
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,CHAP.    sMiewlmt  themime  stile ;  boinot  wiOi tkaitmMtvr  told 

XiX*      exterminrntioii  which  seemed  ta  rage  ovw  Jesersaa'ft  pot* 

■  sessions.  Whereverthe  armj  under  his  L©wWiipwe«t,tfc« 

""^^^*  dwelling  Itouses  were  (dandered  of  every  tbkig  whieb  oMild 

178i      l>^  carried  off.    Hundreds  of  eye  wknesses  eaa  pr«v«  ibM 

his  lordship's  table  was   sei*Ted  with  ^ate  thim  filh^«i4 

from  prirate  houses  ;*  though  bis  lordstiip^s  ebaraeier  m 

Great  Britain  will  forbid  the  belief  of  his  sbansg  ia  Iha 

Silunder.    By  an  estimate  made  at  the  time,  ob  ihe  bert.i*- 
ormaCion  that  eould  be  eolleeted,  tbe  State  of  Virgittift 
lost,  during  Cornwallis's  attempts  to  reduce  it,  S0,€ 
Jane.        slaves,  about  27,000  of  wbom  died  .of  the  small  pox  « 

eamp  fever ;  the  rest  are  thought  to  have  beea  sent  paiity 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  partly  to  New  York»  and  froM 
thence,  before  the  evaeulioo,  to  Nova  Scotia  and  elsewlMre. 
Tbe  whole  devastations  occasioned  by  the  Brilish  anny» 
during  the  six  months  previous  totbeir  surrender  at  Fork* 
Town,  arc  supposed  to  amount  to  about  3,000,000  sterlag/'t 

*  Connected  with  ibis  subject,  a  little  anecdote  is  tcddby  persons  wboie 
regard  for  truth,  and  opportunities  of  correct  information,  cannot be^kraM* 
cd.  Lord  Ckimwallis  slept  one  niffht  at  the  bouse  of  a  Mr.  Bates,  aone 
distance  trom  the  Soutfa&nnii.  In  the  morning,  when  his  Lordship  sat  down 
to  a  rural,  yet  neat  and  comfortable  breakfast,  he  observed  an  degaat  piece 
of  plate,  not^  indeed  heavy,  but  of  exquisite  workmanship,  and  great  ralve. 
He  took  it  in  his  bands,  locked  again  and  again  at  every,  part  of  it.  ex- 
pressed his  admiration  of  its  beauty,  and  uncerimoniously  consigned  it  to  one 
of  his  pockets. — ^'ITie  tumily  had  religiously  preserved  this  little  rcKc  of  tbe 
orisrinal  .opulence  of  their  ancestors,  who' had  Emigrated  from  Eok1»x1  to 
avoid  the  persecutions  of  Church  and  &tate.—Juv^al  has  described  same» 
thing  like  this  in  his  8th  Satire  : 

«« Now  all  is  gone !  tlie  stallion  made  a  prey, 

Tl+e  few  brood-mares,  and  oxen  swept  away. 

The  Lares, — if  the  hous^iold  shrine  possessed 

One  little  god  that  pleased  above  the  rest ; 

Mean  spoils,  indeed ! -*• 

Giford'9  trantla^on. 

t  Documents  of  tmquestionsble  authority,  in  tlie  posf^sioD  of  the  Im- 
torian,  specify  several  instances  of  this  war  for  plunder  rather  than  for 
conquestnat  least,  during  tlie  period  under  consideration.  One  is  select- 
ed, strongly  illustrative  as  the  rest  The  narrative  says :  <*  At  the  time  of 
the  visit  of  the  enemy  to  Gary's  brook.  Col.  W.  M,  Cary,  wm  with  his 
family  in  the  county  of  Hanover-  They  were  conducted  to  the  Brook  by 
a  slave  named  Daniel,  (now  alive)  belonging  to  the  estate.  This  «"■»■ 
brandishing  a  sword,  with  which  they  had  fbmished  him,  orcr  the 
head  of  the  overseer,  demanded  the  horses  of  the  plantatiocH  and  anon^ 
others,  more  particularly,  a  fine  stallioo,  then  owned  by  CoL  Caiy.  Tbesc^ 
for  greater  security,  bad  been  conveyed  into  the  woods  and  tied  th^e 
->but,  by  the  aid  ol  Daniel,  were  discovered  and  carried  off.  The  stallion 
however  was  recovered  at  the  siege  of  York.  An  officer,  whose  name  and 
pade  are  not  recollected,  but  ceitainly  a  commissioned  ^ifiioer,  put  mMo 
his  pocket  a  dozeh  silver  table  spoons.  The  rest  of  tbe  family  pkte  wip 
fortunately  saved  by  being  buried  in  a  cellar.  The  enemy  broke  into  the 
store-room,  carried  off  a  part  of  the  stock  of  groceries,  and  strewed  the 
remainder  over  the  yard.  A  numbfer  of  tnmks,  containing  effects  below- 
ing  to  the  famdy,  were  preserved  irom  pilUge  by  the  resohite  fr»M 
stranccs  ol  a  white  woman,  who  Uved  in  thehouse.  No  iufmtnre  wai» 
however,  destroyed,  nor  any  slaves  carried  off  from  the  Brook/ except 
Darnel,  before  mentioned.    About  40  of  Colonel  Caiy's  negroes,  on  th« 
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The  exposed  sUnirtion  •r«l1ie  stores  in  iilbeiimfle  hlMf  CHAP. 
Aram  the  irst  moment,  filled  the  Marqiris  De  Ija  Fayette     XSX. 

with  the  utmost  anxiety.    It  was  ebiefly  %ffch  a  rtew  to^tto 

Sttbaeqiieat  proteelion  of  those  stores,  that  he^hastened  fcy  •■»««■■■« 
Tftpid-BOfi  jiidieiotis  marches,  to  efleet  tlie  long  eontermpla-      ^jg^ 
^ed  Jtttfeetion  witli  the  Feiinsylvairia  line.  The  eeierity  of  his 
fftovements  soon  brooght  him  to  Culpepper  County^  near     j^^. 
the  Raeoon  Ford,  where  that  jonetion  took  place  un  the 
lOCh  of  June.    Without  losing  a  momevt,  he  ordered  the 
whole  dT the  foree tints  happily  united,  toadranee  towards 
the  chores  of  James  riirer.    Indf«d,  his  fears  for  the  stores  ^^  payeUe 
at  Charlottesvilh  and  in  the  Tietnity,  had  Iteen  so  great,  and  is  joined  by 
his  solicitude  for  their  proteetion  so  aetive,  that  conjee^  Wayne. 
tering  tlie  designs  of  the  enemy,  he  had  previously  detach* 
ied  Pagers  troop  of  light  horse,  with  strict  injunetrons  t<^  use 
every  endeavour  for  securing  tfa^  public  magazines  in  that 
quarter.   *It  was  unfortunately  too  late.    After  passing 
t>raoge  Conrt'house,  the  officer  uni^er  whose  command 
that  corps  had  hecn  plaeed,  heard  that  the  enemy  had 
heen  at  Boswell's  Ordinary.    This  intelligence  redueell 
his  operations  to  closely  watching  the  three  roads  leaillng 
Aron  CharlottesTiUe  to  the  lower  country,  and  to  convey-    . 
ingto  the  Marquis  speedy  and  correct  information  of  eve- 
ry oeeurreuce  connected  with  the  i^iportant  objects  of  the 
eampaign.    On  this  occasion,  two  gallant  ami  valuable  A- 
meriean  dragoons,  Charles  Cocke  and  John  Lyons,  onfor- 
tuoately  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  while  reconnoi* 
trtog  tfaethree  notched-road.    At  the  same  time,  a  zealous 
patriot,  whose  military  and  other  public  services  were  emi- 
nently conspicuous  throughout  the  revolution,  Mr.  John 
Walker,  indefatigably  exerted  himself  in  collecting  the 
fk*agments  of  the  stores  which  had  felt  the  destructive  ftiry 
of  the  enemy.    Mr.  JeiTerson,  although,  as  before  observ- 
ed, his  constitutional  term  of  office  had  now  ox|iired.  still 
eototinued  to  devote  to  his  country  that  zcah  and  those  ca- 
picitics,  for  which  he  had  been  uniformly  distinguished. 
Tiie  crisis  was  too  extraordinary » too  imperious  for  techni- 
eal  formality.    The  exertion  of  Mr.  William  Fleming,  the 
only  acting  member  of  the  Executive  Conncil  for  some 
time  before  the  app4»intment  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  successor, 
were  likewise  of  the  highest  service  to  the  8tate.  •  During 
the  momentary  suspension  of  the  Legislative  authority,  by 


wfty  to  join  tiie  British  upon  their  retrent  to  the  lower  country,  were  up. 
prdiCDded  in  Goochland  and  sent  hack.  Colonel  Cary's  losses,  ihirinfc  the 
revolutionary  war,  were,  in  other  respects,  very  heavy.  Twenty- four  of 
his  negroes  from  estates  in  the  lower  country,  joined  the  enemy  and  never 
were  recovered." 
All  this,  and  vmch  more,  was  done ;  yet,  even  jd  war, 
*'  Eit  modut  in  rebus  /  tufU  cerd  demqueJStu^, 

(iuot  vUrm  cUr^vemmtii contistere  rectum  /**  ^ 

s  K 
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CHAP*  iht  adjourmnest  of  the  Qeneral  AssemUiy  fron  Clcir- 
XIX*  lottesvilie  to  blaunloiiy  and  MlieD,  oM^ing  to  a  eoiitbiiuaioi 
of  oii^cuuistances,  perh«p^)  unparalleled  in  tlie  history  of 
'  any  Stale,  Itie  Exeeulive  ehaii*  of  Virginia  became  uooe- 
eupied^  lliat  gentleman,  undeterred  by  llie  diffieuliies  and 
perils  of  llie  times,  and  looking  on  the  salvation  ot  the  coun- 
try ai»  tlie  supreme  eonstitutional  law,  eoUeeted  (he  mililia 
for  tiie  purposes  of  common  defence,  and  performed  other 
acts  within  the  sphere  of  gubernatorial  power  only — ^acon* 
duct  truly  energetic  and  merit orious^  and  for  whieh  the 
thanks  of  the  L.egi8latui*e,  together  with  eommeiisurale 
indemnities,  were  alterwards  tendered  him  ! 

The  anxiety  experieiieed  by  La  Fayette  was  inceftsant 
and  well  founded.  .  Magazines*  uninjured  by  the  enemj, 
yet  remained  at  Albemarle  Old-Court -House. — ^The  acees- 
sion  ot  the  corps  under  Baron  Steuben,  and  of  drtachineDts 
fro^n  Cieenc's  arm^^  to  the  force  ul ready  eommanded  by 
the  Marquis,  was  appnlicnded  by  the  British  Ueueral, 
who  also  viewed  wilb  some  alarm  the  resources  which  he 
well  knew  still  to  exist  between  James  river  and  the  Dan<^- 
Aware  of  all  tins,  Lu  Fayette,  immediately  upon  his  juee- 
lion  with  Wayne's  bri^^ade,  moved  \^iUi  all  possible  speed 
towards  Albemarle  Old  Court-House.  Abtmt  mid-day. 
on  the  lUtb  of  June,  his  light  infantry  reached  BosweU*s 
IVtvci'n. 

Oil  the  preceding  day.  Lord  Cornwallis,  apprized  of  the 
"^        juncLiou  just  mentioned,  and  of  the  advance  of  his  adverta- 
Tarletonit-  ry,  had  issued  oiders  tj  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarlelfuit  to 
tempts  to      ilestroy  the  stores  at  Albentarle  Old-Court-Douse,  erots 
stw^^It^Al.  ^^^^  Fluvamra,  disperse  the  corps  under  Stcul>cn>  intercept 
bemarlc       ai;y  reinioreeDients  fi  om  Greene  to  La  Fayette,  and  spread 
Old-Court-,  far  and  wide  the  havoc  of  predatory  war,  after  which  the 
House.         commander  of  the  Bj  itish  legion  was  to  repair  lo  Maoebes- 
ter,  wliere  he  should  lind  boats  to  convey  himself  and  his 
detachment  to  Biehraond,  a  place  to  which  Cornwallis  in- 
tended to  proceed  by  easy  marches.     One  road  only  was 
deemed  practicable  for  La  Fayet  te  ,*  and  on  that  road  Tarle- 
ton  was  statione4l  in  such  a  position  as  seemed  to  aeeore  t» 
.the  British  the  advantage  of  forcing  the  Marquis  either  to 
hazard  a  general  action,  or  to  expose  Lis  left  flank  to  ieevi- 
tablc  d^fstruclion.     La  Payette  had  two  important  objects 
in  view ;  the  one  was  to  retain  a  position  between  the  ene- 
my and  the  mountains — the  other,  to  pi^escrve  the  stores  a- 
gainst  which  the  designs  of  that  enemy  were  erident.    A 
little  below  Boswell's  Tavern,  lay  a  diffienlt  and  now  dis- 
used roa<L  leading  from  that  point  to  the  Rivanna,  and 
which,  if  rendered  practicaUc,  would  not  only  throw  the 
Americans  to  a  grcaier  distance  from  the  foe,  but  enable 
thcni  efficiently  to  cover  the  thrcatcncfl  magnTinea.    This 
load.  La  Fayette  caused  to  be  re- opened,  and  the  ensuing 
day  beheld  him  intrenched  behind  Mcehunk  Creek — apo- 
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silioa    riatarally  unassailaWc,   and   eommanding  the   AU   CHAP, 
pect   route  from   the  British  eamp  to   Albemarle  OW-      XIX. 
Cotirt' House.    In  doing  this,  however,  he  did  not  cross  the        • 
Hivaana,  as  most  historians  have  stated.*    This  is  a  faet  «b=^=*^ 
well  known  in  that  part  of  Vir^oia,  where  the  road  in      ij%t 
question  retains  to  this  day  the  appellation  of  The  Mai  * 
qnis^'s  road.     While  encamped  on  the  Mechunk,  La  Fa^^ette  uj,  attempt 
ivas  peitiforced  by  a  numerous  corps  of  rifle  militia  from  isbafflediy 
the  upper  country.     StiU  Lord  Cornwallis  continued  to  re-  the  Mar- 
t^in  over  liim  a  decideo  superiority,  in  respect  both  to  the  ^^^ 
skill  and  to  the  number  of  his  men.     But  whether  from 
mistaken  views  of  the  American  force ;  whether  from  a 
preference  of  (he  lower  country,  as  being  more  favourable  comwalUs 
to  the  operations  of  cavalry,  the  portion  of  his  army  off  retreats  to 
which  he  placed  his  chief  reliance  ;  finally,  whether  from  thekwcr 
a  compliance  with  secret  orders  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  a  <^^^- 
motive  which  his  official  letters  sufliciently  establish,  the 
British  General  suddenly  abandoned  those  objects  which 
lie  had  fiithcrto  so  keenly  pursued,  and,  by  slow  and  con- 
venient marclies,  began  to  retire  towards  the  Rastern  bor-     . 
ders  of  tbe  State.     In  this  retreat,  Tarleton  and  Simeoe, 
with  their  r'espective  detachments,  covered  the  flanks  and 
the  rear  of  the  army.    La  Fayette,  •  perseveringly  adhere- 
ing  to  the  Fabian  method,  and  never  losing  sight  of  what 
he  justly  considere<l  as  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole  means      ^ 
of  his  safety,  the  command  of  the  upper  country,  followed 
with  slow  and  cautious  steps  an  adversay,  who,  even  in  this 
retrograde  movement,  continued  to  present  a  formidable  at-  f 

titude.     On  tlie  i4th  of  June,  we  observe  him  at  AHegri*s^  Ig  pursued 
whence  he  moved  down,  along  the  three  notched  road,  to-  by  La  Fay- 
wards  the  Byrd-Ordinary.     His  knowledge  of  the  enemyV  ^^^^ 
situation  was,  at  all  times,  very  imjierfect.     Fresh  accessi- 
ons of  riflemen  hourly  swelled  his  numbers.    The  interviJ 
which  separated  the  two  at*mi«s,  being  now  ineonsidei*able> 

*  The  histomn  deeplv  regrets  t]iat  his  hopes  of  procuring'  a  copy  «f  the 
inlerestitifi^  *M.  S.  Journal  of  the  Marquis  De  JLa  Fayette's  campaign  in  Vir- 
ginia, written  by  the  Afartiiiis  himself,  have  been  disappointed. — From  a  \ 
respectable  officer  of  nHlitia  at  that  time,  the  subjoined  description  of  la 
Fayette's  mate  has  been  oStained  : 

"  I  joined  the  Marquis's  army  tlic  night  tliey  left  Richmond,  and  en- 
camped with  the  army  at  Winston's  phiiitation,  I  believe  in  the  county  of 
Hanover. — ^The  next  day  to  Scotch  Town,  thence  to  Dandridge's  in  the  said 
county,  where  the  army  halted  a  day  or  two — ^The  route  from  thence  was 
in  tlie  direction  of  Fredericksbarg — after  marching  about  two  days,  halted 
at  Corbins  bridges,  in  the  county  of  Spotsylvania,  where  the  army  lay  two 
nights  and  one  dav — T\\e.  route  from  tlicnce,  was  to  Cu?pe|>pcr  rnunty,  near 
the  Rockoon  Ford — where  we  halted  imtil  Wayne's  brit^ade  joined. — The 
route  from  thence  was  in  byeroads,  in  direction  of  the  Uivanna  river*  through 
X>range,  the  upper  end  of  Ix>uisa  and  Fluvanna  coimties.  Near  Boswell's  ta- 
vern, the  army  halted  one  night — and  the  next  day  was  marched  along  a 
new  road  to  Mecliunk  Creek,  which  road  goes  by  liie  name  oP  the  Mar- 
quis's road  to  this'  day. — ^Tl\e  army  halted  a  day  or  two  at  this  place,  and 
•tlic  route  froai  thewcc  was  generally  in  the  course  most  dii'cct  to  WiUL- 
trasburg;'*^ 
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ny ,  lest  the  iBlnreiit  ardor  of  La  Fajeile'Vdif^tioDaiMNild 
•vereouie  hit  pmilenee,  and  betray  }Auk  info  a  deewve  ca- 
gageiamt.  Foruinaleiy  for  Uio  AmetioaM  eaiiae,  ite 
yauthfal  bava  saei-ifieeii  to  tbe  higher  ooasideratiaM  of 
gmieral  aad  ultimate  benefitsv  bis  eaj^eraaii  for  aotm 
operations,  and  his  thirst  after  military  fome.   ' 

Oa  thr  tSth  of  J  ane^  Lord  Comwalilseoterod  BielMDOfidp 
where  hi^  troops,  were  allowed  a  few  days  of  refMMe*    Tho 
Hght  eorp«  under  Simeoe  was  stationed  at  Westhaan  whiki 
that  oomiiMUHted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarietaa  ocva- 
^«d  the  Meadow  Bridges.  La  Fayette  was  then  ^mtmwnpti 
ott  AHofl's  Creek,  ia  Oooehlaad  County*  at  a  distuaec  of 
only  twenty  two  miles  from  ih6  main  hostUe  anagr.    ffis 
advaoeed  posts  were  deemed  vaiaeraUe  hj  the  walolifol 
and  eaterprizkig  Tarleton.    On  the  IStht  Im^  saddealy  and, 
as  he  tbooght,  seereUy  advaneed  ft^m  his  station  at4hie 
Meadow- Bridges*  to  strike  the  light  eorps  under  Br^piBer 
Muhtenberg.    The  latter,  howerer,  was  apprised  of  hb 
design,  and  fell  baek  upon  La  Fayette,  who  had  already 
detaehed  the  intrepid  Wayne  to  his  support.    'Vhm  was 
Tarleton's  hope  frustrated ;  and,  insteaa  of  the  advaaiage 
which  he  had  promised  to  himself  from  this  sMremeat,  ho 
lost  one  of  his  patroles,  inteneepted  by  Uentenant  Cokael 
M ereer,  on  his  return  from  a  reeonnoitmig  e3ipedition,  in 
the  course  of  whieh  he  passed  unobserved  in  the  eneniy's 
rear,  and  salisfaQtorily  ascertained  the  position  of  Lord 
ComwalUs  on  the  heights  of  Riebmoad     At  this  limai  JB^ 
ron  Steuben  joined  the  Marquis  fie  La  Fayette^  with  his 
eorps  of  new  levies,  amounting  to  nearly  six  thoosaad  mea. 
Thus  was  the  Ameriean  army  in  Vii^nia  now  inereased  to 
fonr  thousand  eflTeetives ;  of  these  upwards  of  two  thovsaad 
were  regulars,  inured  by  long  service  to  the  bankhips  and 
vieissitudes  of  war,  and  in  no  way  inferior  to  British  vete- 
rans.   The  rest  consisted  of  various  boilies  of  miKtia,  com* 
manded  by  Continental  officers,  in  eonseqneaee  of  the  bene* 
ilcial  system  lately  adopted  by  the  Executive  of  the  ^aie. 
In  point  of  numbers,  however,  and  In  the  eflieieney  off  a  well 
mounted  and  uncommonly  active  cavalry,  Comwaliis  stiU 
preserved  a  decided  superiority.    After  a  short  halt  ia 
Richmond,  he  resumed  his  retreat,  and  moved  towards 
Williamsburg.    His  march  was  characterised   neiUier  kj 
fear,  nor  precipitancy.  He  appeared  throughout  to  he  eon- 
scious  of  entire  security,  and  to  consult  the  ease  of  his  troops, 
while  prosecuting  some  deep  laid  scheme  known  only  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  and  to  himself.    Bat  an  ioTiriblo 
hand  conducted  him  to  ruin  and  disgrace  ;  he  was  the  ehief 
victim  destined  to  expiate  the  wrongs  of  Great  Britain  to- 
wards an  injurcMl  and  oppressed  people ;  and  the  very  place 
where  he  anticipated  complete  triumph  and  unparallrird 
glory,  was  to  vritness  the  homllitation  of  his  falL— Bstt  kt 
as  fellow  the  Iregular  course  of  events. 
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self  inaFed  onward,  disptayk^y  however,  the  «uiie  saluUry  

«ireaiD8peeiioa  a»  before,  aad  unirarml^  keeping  hi»  mHiii  ^s»aM 
hody  at  the  dittaeee  of  about  twenty  nutea  fi^m  the^foea      ^^^^ 
CarawaUis  reaehed  WiUiauisbttrg  on  the  d6th  of  June. 
DuriD;;  his  bait  iathat  piaee,  hearing  that  the  AoMrieam     jm^, 
bad  same boalsandBtoresonCiiiekaliominy  river, faeeliarged 
Ijieuteiuuit  Colonel  Siweoe  with  the  deatrnction  of  these. 
Xhe  latter,  attended  by  bis  eorpv  and  a  party  of  yagers,  ea« 
s\lyperfiMrii»edtheiaak.    La  Fayette.,  afterpasaiaglhroagh 
Riolia»oad,'aad  Newk^it-Court-lioose,  in  parsnil  of  Corn* 
wallis,  had  taken  post  on  Tare's  planution,  about  twenty 
miles  from  Williamsburg*    There  >be  was  informed  by  his 
•xplorio^  parties  of  Stmeoe's  expedition  to  the  Chickaho« 
iHiay.  and  immediately  detaohed  Lieotenaot  Colonel  Bujt'* 
ler,  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  with  orders  to  strike  the  Bri- 
tish partizaa  on  his  retnm.  Sutler  was  well  known  for  hit 
skill  and  eourage.    iiis  aehievements  at  Saratoga  had 
placed  him  by  the  side  of  Morgan,  and  he  had  umfdrmly 
and  glorionsly  maintained  this  high  ground.    The  confi*  Partial  en- 
daiHse  of  La  Fayette  eould  not  be  better  plaeed*    On  the  fl^^ 
present  oeeasion,  where  only  a  partial  engagement  was  BuUer  and 
nought,  the  detaohnient  confided  to  him,  eonsisted,  besides  simcot. 
his  Continentals,  of  the  rifle*ooips  under  the  Majors  Call 
and   Willis,  and  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  horsemen. 
Tlds  last  foree  was  eoanmanded  by  Maimer  M'Pherson,  of 
Peoasylvanta.    He  mounted  some  infantry  bebind  his  dra- 
goons, and  seeking  Simeoe  with  unusual  ardor  aad  speed, 
overtook  him  near  Speneer's  plantation,  six  or  seven  miles- 
above  Williamsburg.    A  sharp  eonflict  immediately  en-' 
saed^  in  whioh  tlie  British  ys^rs,  and  the  Ameriean  eaval- 
ry  were  alternately  refMiIsed.    The  arrival  of  the  riflemen 
beaded  by  Call  and  Willis,  gave  to  the  aetion  additional 
fiereene^  ;  but  the  superiority  of  the  hostile  eavalry,  oom* 
p&lled  Butler's  van  to  fall  back  upon  the  body  of  Conti- 
nentals  stationed  in  the  rear.     Here  (he  contest  ended, 
SKmeoe  resu  joiiig  his  retreat,  and  Butler  not  ehusing  to 
pursue  him»  beoaose  he  was  inforaied  that  Cornwallis,  up- 
on hearing  the  ttrst  fire,  had  ordered  his  main  body  to  the     ^ 
rapport  of  the  returning  detachment.    The  oflleial  ao« 
eottots  of  the  two  generals  widely  diflTer  as  to  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  each  party  in  this  action.    La  Fayette  states  the 
enemy*8  loss  at  sixty  killed  and  one  hundred  pounded ; 
Cornwallis  savs  th;it  three  o^lieers  and  thirty  privates  only 
were  killed  and  wounded.    Among  the  killed,  a  I^ieulenaot 
Jones  seems  to  have  exoited  peculiar  4-egret.    The  loss  of 
'  tile  Amerieans  in  killed  and  wounded  has  not  been  record- 
ed ;  but  if  we  credit  tlie  statement  of  the  British  comman- 
der,  three  of  their  offloers,  with  twenty  eight  privates,  were 
taken  prisoners.    La  Fayette^  perha^  soorotly  eongtatu- 
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CHAP,   fotini^  hitrtwlf  OB  <W»  overrfgM  ^  fbnt  conimftTtiTer,  in  no! 
]StlX^     afailingfhimde)fof  so  favoni'able  an  opporlunityto  compef 
a  general  and  doefsiveacfion^  continued  in  his  seeure  posi- 
■=^=^  tioo,  wirb  the  Chiekahotniny  f>etwccn  himself  ami  tfie  Toe, 
17a4      aaxiottsly  watching  the  motions  of  Comwalfis,  and  aiTftilly 
eomeioas  that  on  the  fate  of  his  little  army  ifejWDdofI  <hc 
safety  of  Virginia,  of  the  South,  and,  eventu^iHv,  of  the 
July.        whote  Union. 
Com\fali»       lo  Ihetnean  tipfie,  the  British  General  i^as  preparmg  ta 
pr€t>arcs  to  eres»  James  rivcr,  with  a  further  intention  of  retiring  t© 
rWcr/*'™**  Portenwath.    This  determination  originated  in  ^rders  late- 
' '         ly  received  from  8ir  Henry  Clinton,  who,  about  this  periodf 
srcems  to  have  felt  considerahlc  alarm  for  the  safety  of  New- 
York,  in  eonsequcnce  of  eireumstanees  wliieli  wH!  be  pre- 
sently dcvetoped.     By  this  alnrni,  Sir  iJenry  was  incfneed* 
to  urge  the  i-etum  of  part  of  the  forces  under  Lord  Com- 
walKs^s  command  in  Virginia,  unless  some  pre-eminently 
important  object  should  rentier  their  detention  tieeeasary, 
or  unless  his  Lordship  should  be  disposed  to  carrj'  the  war 
to  the  n|>per  part  of  the  Chesapeak,  where  efficient  co-ope- 
rattan  was  expected  from  tlie  loyalists.     Should  a  portion 
.  of  the  troops,  designated  in  General  Clinton^s  orders,  be 
•ent  to  New  York,  CornwalKs  was  then  directed  to  fix,  ia 
^t  vicinity  of  VViiiiamsburg  or  York,  upon  some  salu!)ri- 
ous  situation,  favourable  ta  tlie  establishment  of  a  defensive 
post,  and  eonvenient  to  predatory  nraritime  expeditions,  fa 
which  itwasoontemnlated  to  annihilate  the  remaining  store* 
and  resources  of  Virginia.— Under  these  eircumslances, 
tliough  chagrined  at  the  prospect  of  l>eing  soon  ivdneetf  to- 
defensive  operations  in  a  State,  against  wtiich  he  had  plan- 
ned the  most  vigorous  offbnsive  measures.  Comwallis  I'esol- 
vcd  to  comply  wiJh  Sir  Henry^s-  ret)uisition  for  tlie  return 
of  the  most  efficient  part  of  his  troops  ;  but  deeming  H'il- 
Uainsburg,  York,  or  any  neighlwuring  station,  untenaWe 
with  t^e  rest,  and  ill  calculated  for  t  he  securiiy  of  shipping, 
he  adopted  the  plan  already  UK'ntionetU  of  crossing  ,Ta me s 
river,  and  retiring  to  Portsmouth,  a  place  wheie  the  pro- 
posed eaibarkation  of  the  demanded  reinforcement  would 
be  roost  co/iveniently  eftected.     \n  ptirsuanee  of  this  deter- 
mination,afterhaHingnincda^-sin  Williamsburg,  his  IioH- 
ship  advanced,  on  tlie  *th  of  July,  to  James  'Down  Island, 
upon  which  he  had  previously  fixed  as  the  fittest  seite  for 
the  transp^)rttition  of  his  army  to  the  Southern  bank*  of  the 
James.     Having  reached  that  point,  he  encam[)cd  on  apiece  . 
of  ground  that  covered  a  ford  into  the  fsiand ;  and,  on  the 
same  evening,  the  Queen^s  rangers  passed  the  river,     Th& 
5th  and  the  6th  were  emi>loye<l  in  eonreyiog  across  the 
wbeel-earriages  of  every  description,  the  baggage,  and  bat- 
liorscs.     The  main  body  of  the  army  still  eontiuueil  in  the 
anme  encampment,  but  it  was  tlie  intenHon  of  Coruwallis  In 
paas  o%er  with  it  on  the  foJlowing  day. 


^  0L«  Fajettet  who  bad  hiUi^rta  so  bappily  oheel^ed  llie  nar    GH  AP» 
:(ive  ardor  of  liis  tepi^iiery  now  Uiouglit  it  001  o]il>  juslifia-     XIX* 
ble,  hut  expedienty  lo  depart  from  hU  usual  eauiion.    1  he  ^^^^^ 
inleutionof  CorDwallisy  jie  did  not  doubt ;  and  tLe  passage  -• 

«f  bis  advei'sarj  over  so  large  a  sireani  could  not  fail  to      ^i^^^ 
present,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  army  should  bav£ 
erossedy  an  op|M>rtunity  of  striking  his  rear,  too  plausible 
SLud  too  inviting,  not  to  be  eagerly  seized  evei^  by  a  General 
of  maturer  age*    The  cliicf  difficulty  was  to  ascertain  with     ^^^" 
precision  and  aecuraey  the  moment  which  would  ensure  the 
success  of  tlie  attack.     With  a  view,  to  this,  La  Fayette  Lapayette 
Jiad  detached  exploring  parties  in  various  direct  ions.  Lieu-  resolves  on 
tenant  Colonel  Alercer  displayed  on  (his  occasion  his  usu-  attacking 
■al  activitj.     Ourinjg^  the  night  of  the  Srd,  he  passed  unob-  ^"^ 
«erved  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,   and  informed  his 
commander  of  (heir  subsequent  movement  towards  James 
Town.     La  Fayette  immediately  resolved  to  strike  a  par- 
tial blow  at  Cornwaliis,  and  put  his  army  in  motion  towards 
the  same  point.     On  the  evening  of  the  5tli,  a  short  inter- 
nal of  eight  miles  only  separated  him  from  the  foe,  ^To 
execute  the  meditated  attack  eai'ly  oq  the  following  day^ 
WRs  his  settled  intention — and  in  this  he  had  been  eoniirm* 
'Cd  by  the  undoubted  passage  of  troops  on  the  4th,  and  the 
continual  crossing  and  re  crosbiog  of  boats  since  that  time. 
In  the  forenoon  of  the  6tb,  liowever.  as  he  was  advancing 
at  the  head  of  bis  troops,  ready  to  full  on  what  he  mistook 
for  the  British  rear,  and  flushed  with  hopes  of  approaelting 
irictory,  he  received  intelligence  which  produfCfl  some  he- 
sitation in  his  mind.     Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer,  intent  on 
ascertaining  the  real  situation  of  the  British,  hail  cauti- 
ously proceeded  as  far  as  the  well  known  mansion  at  Green-  . 
spring.      There  he  was  informed  by  a   fugitive  negrot^ 
^vhom  chance  throw  in  his  way,  of  the  proximity  of  Tarle-      , 
ion's  corps,  and  of  tlie  encunipment  of  Lonl  Qornwallis, 
with  his  main  force  at  a  Church,  not  more  than  on^  milo 
in  front.     Eluding  with  sor^e  difiicul ty  tlie  pursuit  of  tlie 
foe,  by  whom  he  was  now  discovered,  ALirccr  hastened  to 
communicate  to  the   Marquis  the  infovnialion  wlilch  he 
had  Just  eolleeled.     After  a  few  moments  of  suspense,  la 
Fayette  determined  to  move  onward,  until  he  could  pro- 
cure atlditionaJ  and  undoubted  j/itelligeute.     Soon  he  wa3 
rejoined  b^  two  young  dragoons,  who  had  bron  detached  to 
the  river  witli  glasses  to  observe  the  passage  of  titeliostile 
army.     Unable  di.aineily  to  pe!'<^'eivc  objects,   those  inex- 
perienced emissaries,  liad  mistaken  t!ie  baggage  for  troops, 
and   their  report  overruled .  the  salutary  eaution   wh5cU 
Mercer's   more   conect  intelligence  hat!  sug2;ested.    La 
Fayette's  secotul.  General  \V;>yne,  ever  panting  after  bat- 
tle, encouraged  an  opinion  to  wliich  the  gallant  Marqiiis 
was  naturally  inclined.    A  c^nviclioa  seemed  to  prevail 
that  only  a  covering  party  hy^d  remaioed  with  Cornwaliis 
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CHAP*   Md  Uml  ilg|M>rithwwi  were  vew  mmit  ftrw  attiidk»tke 
STL     iueccM  of  wbieh  was  deemed  ififaUiMe.    llieBritMbeeai^ 
inander  reeetved  infbrartKtion  of  La  h  alette's  afipreaeli  a- 
•■****^*  bout  noon  ob  the  6lh  ;  and  took  "ei^ery  raearare  hi  lilspoir- 
1781      ^  ^^  confirm  the  belief  that  his  rear  giuml  chiIj  now  ro- 
maitK^d.    He  drew  up  the  miyor  part  of  his  army  in  eoa^ 
pact  ordet«oD  the  maip  biaii ;  deployed  a  few  troops  om  the 
Island  so  as  to  magnify  their  aj^arent  misibers  ;  drew  hi 
his  light  parties ;  and  directed  Ms  pi^aets  to  aafler  them- 
selves to  be  insulted  and  driven  in.    fi^  this  eoincidcaeerf 
etreumstanees  caleulated  to  delude^  an  error  waa  perpeta- 
ated  whieh  exposed  the  Ameriean  army  in  Yiiffiaia  to  the 
most  imminent  |ieril  of  utter  annihitatiom 
Aflkir  near       About  three  in  the  afternoon.  La  Fayette's  amy  he^m 
James  to  move  from  Oreeiispring.    This  late  hour  was  jwHckmh 

Towiw  It  ami  happily  fixed  upon.  If  only  a  strong  ho^Ue  party 
should  be  found  at  James  Town,  the  renMiiiiing  part^rf*  iha 
day  would  suffice  for  its  dcstruetion ;  if»  on  the  em^raryt 
the  main  body  of  Cornwallis's  troops  shouM  be  eneqaater^ 
ed^  the  intervening  shades  of  the  approaehiog  nighty  uraaU 
vhield  the  Aroerieaas  from  ruin.  In  their  advaiiee  to  the 
eoemy»  not  more  than  one  mile  and  a  half  dtstaal.  La  Fmf* 
ette's  troops  had  to  i>ass  over  aeauseaay,  extending  frois 
the  house,  at  Green^ring,  to  the  WiUiamsharg  road, 
through  a  traet  of  low  and  sunken  ground^  impraetioalile 
to  either  infantry  or  eavalry.  The  timeeottsaaaed  in  the 
passage  of  this  defile  retarded  the  approaeh  of  tlia  Aoim- 
eatas  to  the  Britbh  till  near  sun  set.  I'he  rifle  corps  an- 
der  Call  and  Willis^  and  a  patrole  of  dr^^oons,  formed  the 
front  of  the  assailants.  These  were  followed  by  the  ea- 
valry  of  Armand  fmd  Mereer's  tro<^»  headed  by  Major 
MTherson.  The  Continental  infanlry  undor  Wayne,  sup- 
ported the  whole.  Steuben  was  left  at  Greeaspriog  vith 
the  militia»  forming  a  reseiTe  obviously  too  remote  froas 
the  aeting  corps  for  any  efficient  purpose.  When  the  ad- 
vaneing  column  reached  the  road,  parties  of  rifleanea  were 
thrown  on  its  flanks,  f^hilst  the  i»ivalry  ^ootianed  lo  move 
in  front.  The  action  was  soon  eommenced  by  a  desnltaiy 
,  fire  of  the  enemy's  yagers.  M'Phersou  and  Mereer  bcjag 
then  ordered  to  take  theeommamiof  the  rifle  eorps,  ra- 
pidly led  them  on  to  the  attack,  and  drove  in  the  hostile 
piquets,  with  much  confusion  and  some  loss  on  the  side  of 
the  British.  This  advantage  was  keenly  pursiicd  by  the 
Ameriean  riflemen,  who,  taking  pest  in  a  ditch  eovered  by 
a  rail  fence,  recommenced  their  fire  with  eonsiderable  rf* 
feet.— IVo  bat  talions  of  Continental  infaatry  led  oa  by  Ma- 
jors Gal  van  and  M'illis,  supported  by  twopieees  of  ardlleryf 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Savage,  now  Joiaed  the  ri- 
flemen, and  assisCed  them  in  aueeessfuUy  mainCaiaiag  for 
sometime  a  most  arduous  eonfliet  against  the  enemy,  who 
BOW  advanced  in  a  body  headed  by  lieutenant  Col.  Yoriie  oo 


The  to^ortty  of  Uk  fae^  iHyvreT^r^  wfts  (oo  grMt  to  htt     XiX.     I 
kmg  reslMeri :  ibe  rifemen  ftrM  gsft  iray^  (heir  tAe  etra!!-  ^  * 

fjf,  md  findlj  *e  Hglrt  Mimtfy.    Thty  ftir  feti  took  ujjoii  ^ 
^AyHey^iM  dM  alio  GopC.  Satage  with  bh  two  SeN  (^iecei.      ^^ 
The  bHiTO  leader  of  tbe  PemMylvania  fim  bad  drawn  trp^ 
his  nem  te  ooBipaet  otdei*^  under  eoter  of  an  ftdjacelirt' 
wood.    He  fofKaleilly  dttcfeted  the lit  to  charge  the  enemjf^ 
wi<^  fixed  bayoitfetiT  but  local  eireuttistam;^  ^revenf ed  tb6' 
exeeiflioii  of  tbit  M^der^  aad  fltfowed  oniyii  elo»e  atid  tnnr- 
derotS'  ftre^    La  Fayette,  wbo'  by  thh  time  bad  diseove red 
hie  awBhikey  tad  beeoeoe  eontMced  that  he  had  to  eotitcfttd^ 
with  the  mtfin  bady  of  the  Briligh  army,  ob8ci*r!ng  thajf^ 
'Wm^ne  wet  nearly  ontflanfced  en  both  sid^s,  ordei'ed  bim 
te  retfeal  to  the  aeeood  Kne  of  CoAtinentals,  drawn  up  i- 
bout  half  «  wSh  bn  his  rear.    The  diirkness  of  the  night 
iavoarod  this  retreat ;  it  was,  howerer,  found  necessary 
ta  abf^on  the  two  field-pieces— After  which  the  movnil 
m  front  of  Greenepring  was  re-crossed,  and  the  acting 
derps,  together  with  (lie  reserre,  proceeded  to  a  more  re-' 
KOte  and  jmter  eneampm€tet.    T¥hether  fiom  his  appre- 
hensiba*  of  some  arab«seade>  or  from  what  was  with  him  a 
mere  powerful  consideratioii  than  l^r,  a  desire  of  quickly 
trOMmitting  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  the  required  assistance^  ConwaUis 
Coivwallis  aitempted  no  pursuit,  but,  in  the  course  of  the  pmetto 
nightt  cpos*d  over  into  James-Town  Island,  and  soon  af-  ^  j^*^^ 
terwards  proceeded  to  Portsmouth.  river. 

In  this  afhir,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  of  tlie  ContineH- 
1^  troopa,  among  whom  ten  officers,  were  killed,  wounded; 
or  tijcen.  The  Briddi  state  tbeir  loss,  both  in  killed  anV 
liroandied,  at  five  ofileers  and  seventy  privates. 

Thus  did  La  Fayette  again  escape  impending  destruction. 
For  this  escape,  he  was  indebted  partly  to  the  lateness  of 
the  time  when  the  action  commenced,  as  one  hour  more  oi 
day-fitfht  wouhl  probadbly  have  been  attended  ¥  kh  the  ut- 
ter ran  of  Iris  army,  and  partly  to  that  langour  of  exertion 
whieh  had  eharaeterized  the  conduct  of  Comwallis  in  at- 
most  every  stage  of  his  6ip<9dition  through  Virginia. 
GnMnspeiiw  his  operations  by  ^  orders  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  at  New- York,  either  disgusted  with  the  subordi- 
Rate  task  of  exeewting  plans  carved  by  another,  or  solely 
bent  on  aeeelerating  the  emimrkation  of  relief  demandea 
by  his  priflbipaly  he  no  longer  displayed  that  ardor  and  ac- 
tivity which  had  marked  bis  progress  through  the  Caroli- 
nes* yphe  aonilrilstion  of  the  force  under  his  rivaT,  cer- 
tainly onght  to  have  eoostiloted  his  primary,  and,  indeed, 
hlssdeoigeot;  and  the  inferiority  of  that  force  made  the 
attainment  of  that  abjeet  practicable  and  easy,  ^fo  this  was 
added  ncireitmstanee  Irighly  favourable  to  his  success,!  Che' 
youth  of  his*  adversary.    Yet,  after  a  vaunting  assurance 


su 


wifprotsr  of 


CHAF. 
XIX. 


1781 


Julj. 


thatthf  Boy  eouUmet  eseapk  htm,  «id  aftir4mnri€«t  ^ 
forts  to  realize  thatassuraoee,  he  waeseen  allatoBee  Iraa^ 
ferriDg  his  thoughts  from  measum  eafienliaU;  conaected 
with  the  subjugation  of  the  South,  to  the  inferior  aipa  of 
predatory  warfare.  The  iHirsuit  and  anaahihuion  of  La 
Fayette  were  retinquished  for  theinglorions  and  ineflfeeui- 
al  purpose  of  burning  tobaeeo,  destroying  «eattered  maga- 
zines, dispersing  raw  levies,  eapturiog  a  few  officers  of  mi- 
li'tia,  driTing  the  Legislature  of  the^tate  beyond  the  Blue 
Ridge,  plundering  private  property,  and  paroling  «n  un- 
armed and  inaetive  poilion  of  the  |ieople.  In  siiort,  I^ord 
Comwallis  was  in  Virginia  totally  difi^rent  from  the  prond 
conqueror  of  Ckites,  and  the  able  opponent  of  Greene. 

This  eampaign  crowned  La  Fayette  with  immortal  ho- 
nor. His  zeal,  his  energy,  his  sagaeity,  theakill  and  proo^ 
titude  with  whieh  he  retrived  his  oeeosional  errors,  the  pa- 
tienee  and  even  the  eheerfulness  with  whieh  he  partieipft- 
ted  in  tlie  many  wants  and  privations  of  his  tioops,  the  en- 
thusiastic spirit  whieh  he  infused  into  those  troops  and  the 
people  at  large,  will  ever  be  remembered  by  the  ipratefal 
Yir^inians ;  and  judges  of  the  miiitai^  soienee  allow  him 
no  inconsiderable  praise  for  having  been  able  not  only  to 
save  his  eompnratively  small  army,  but  to  manmnvre  in  the 
face  of  a  superior  enemy >  in  an  open  country,  even  befoie 
his  junction  with  Wayne  and  Steuben. .  During  this  most 
gloomy  period  of  tlie  revolutionary  war.  La  Fayette  re- 
mslined  undismayed  and  serene ;  he  did  not  despair  a  mo-, 
ment  of  the  common  cause,  and  he  exhibited,  through  the 
whole,  a  memorable  specimen  of  premature  ability  and 
heroic  courage. 

After  crossing  James  river,  Comwallis  had  detached 
^^^^  Lieut.  Colonel  Tarletou  to  the  distant  County  of  Bedford, 
for  Uie  double  purpose  of  destroying  magazines  rad  to 
have  been  formed  in  that  County,  and  of  intereepticg 
some  light  troops  reported  to  bo  on  their  march  from 
Greeners  army  to  that  of  L^  Fayette.  Neitlier  stores  nor 
troops,  were  found  by  the  British  partisan,  wlio  rejoined 
his  General  on  the  ihih^  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  The 
reinrureement  destined  for  New- York  had  beem  hastened 
to  Portsmouth,  and  thither  Comwallis  himself  now  re- 
paired. With  his  infantty,  he  encamped  in  front  of  the 
works;  the  cavalry,  crossing  Elizabeth  river  fonnd  abun- 
dant supplies  in  the  fertile  Couiity  of  Princess- Anne. 

The  American  army,  reinforced  by  a  troop  of  dragoons 
from  the  Town  of  Baliim6re,  retireil  to  Um  Forka  oC  York 
river,  where  it  was  permitted  to  enjoy  a  short  interval  of 
well-earned  repose.  The  militia  had  m^w  been  diseharged; 
and  all  active  operations  now  appeared  suspended,  with  the 
exception  of  the  movement  of  a  body  of  infantry  eooveved 
to  the  South  side  of  James  river,  under  the  eommaaii  of 
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The  transporti  on  board  of  whioh  the  troops  required  by  ^^^^^ 
CiinioA  had  been  erobarkedt  were  jet  in  the  harbour  atr  *■■■'=* 
Portsoiouth.  when  an  order  was  received  from  him,  conn-       ^^^ 
termanding  their  saiiiog.    Sir  Henry  urged  the  exeeulioa 
of  his  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  on  the  waters  of 
the  Cftesapeak,    and  recommended  for  that  purpose  some 
favourable  point  within  the  neok  of  land  at  VViliiamsbui^ 
(the  re-possession  of  which*  if  abandoned,  he  strongly  ad- 
Yised)  either  at  i>id-Point-Lonifort«  on  Hampton-Road^ 
or  at  York-Town^  on  the  river  of  that  name.    Indepen-  Tork-Town 
deutly  of  the  pre<iatory  maritime  excursions  which  the  et-  and  ttlou- 
tablishment  of  sueh  a  post  would  favour*  Clinton  wished  to  ceiterponrt 
seeure  an  eiigibie  station  for  line  of  battle  snips  during  the  ^^^^ 
winter  months*  and  such  a  station  could  no  where  be  pro-  wjOUs. 
eured«  North  of  the  Chesapeak.    The  British  Admiral*  on 
the  Amerioan  coast*  had  himself  suggested  the  plan*  and 
expressed  a  preference  of  Old  Point  Comfort.    Aceording- 
1t*  Lord  Corowallis  lost  no  time  in  directing  that  scite  to 
be  examined  by  the  engineers  and  the  officers  of  the  navy. 
Their  report  was  unfavoural^le*  and  lork  and  Gloucester 
were  therefore  selected*  as  the  only  places  capable  of  an- 
swering the  rei|uisite  purposes.    Portsmouth  was  imme-' 
diately  evacnated.    Part  of  the  British  army  proceeded*  in 
transports  and  boats*  up  the  Chesapeak.     The  posts  fixed 
upon  wei*e  easily  seized*  and  speedily  fortified     Cornwallis^ 
entrusting  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Dundas  the  defence  oCthe 
works  on  the  side  of  Gloucester*  took  himself  charge  of  the 
post  at  York.    The  concentration  of  the  whole  British 
force  at  those  points*  was  completed  on  the  !22d  of  August. 

^      This  change  of  position*  on  the  part  of  the  enemy*  re-  ^  Fayette 
called  La  Fayette  to  ,his  pristine  acfivity.    He  broke  up  SJ^ST 
from  his  camp  on  the  Pamunkey*  and  ordered  the  detach-  borbood. 
ment  under  Wayne*  now  on  the  Southern  side  of  James 
river«  to  rejoin  his  main  body.     His  first  care  was  <o  dr-      ' 
cumscribe  tlie  extensive  range  embraced  by  Simeoe*  on 
the  side  of  Glo^ucester*  and  by  Tarleton*  on  that  of  York^ 
in  their  foraging  excursions.    With  this  view*  Col.  Jcdm 
Taylor*  formerly  of  tiazen^s  regiment*  was  stationed  at 
Glouoestery^Jourt' house*  for  the  protection  of  the  adja- 
ecut  country:  another  officer  took  post*  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose* at  Clilsweirs  ordinary*  on  the  road  from  York  t» 
Fredericksburg.     The  oifieer  at  this  last  post  suiTered  his 
corps  to  be  surprised  and  dispersed  by  tlie  enterprizing 
and  impetuous  Tarleton ;  bnt  Colonel  Taylor  successfully 
witlistoofl  every  hostile  att<?mpt  against  hia  station*  until 
relieved*  early  in  September*  by  Brigadier-Gen.  \Veedon,. 

'  who  had  again  been  called  to  the  command  of  a  portion  of 
the  n^ilitia.     Ttiis  judicious  officer*  who  fully  understood  - 
tho  value  of  that  skill  and  intrepidity  which  experieaee 
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usefulness  had  been  so  eonS|»aeuo«i^ljr,  maaifestad  m  tiM 

early  part  of  the  oampaiga.    By  this  and  other  tal^ary 

arranpenijetttS)  Che  depi*edalion8  of  the  enemy  were  praatpt* 

)y  aad  efficiently  restrained^  on  the  Gloueeotor  side  of  th« 

nver. 

But  it  if  tiaie  to  loo^k  baek  to  the  e>reots  whioh  teak 
place  In  the  North»  whilst  Yii^iQia  witnessed  the  tmneao* 
tionju&t  described. 
^JJ^'J^^^^  GiooDiy  and  alarming  was  the  sitnatiiHi  of  tlia  aiaifi  A« 
^annx-*  aMricaa  arn^y,  at  the  commenoement  of  ^irsi.  Motiny, 
which  ^he  multiplied  and  prolonged  distresses  of  the  troept 
had  often  threatened,  now  openly  broke  forth.  On  the  ist 
isf  January,  the  Pennsylvania  line,  complaining  of  nmne^ 
rous  and  intolerable  grievancesy  took  ami  loudly  avowed  a 
resolution  to  obtain  prompt  and  full  redress  from  Congress, 
and  aecordiugly  began  to  march  towards  Philadelphia. 
'  Tlie  complaints  of  the  discontented  soldiery  were  fcumM 
in  justice  ;  and  a  Committee  of  members  ef  Congres,  with 
a  deputation  fiM>m  the  Executive  Cpuiieil  of  PennsyJvaniat 
adjusted  the  discharges  and  arreais  which  they  elaimed. 
This  revolt  suggested  to  the  enemy  sanguine  hopes  of  a  to* 
tal  dissolution  of  the  American  army.  Sir  Henry  Ciintow 
endeavoui*ed  to  fan  the  flame  of  discord ;  and  to  draw  the 
mutineers  to  the  side  of  Britain.  His  seducing  propoaak, 
however,  were  magnanimously  rejected ;  neglected  and  agw 
grieved  as  the  revolters  certainly  had  been,  they  refhs^ 
to  betray  a  country  for  which  most  of  them  had  bled,  and 
wUeh  they  all  tenderly  loved.  The  British  emissaries  em- 
ployed in  the  dangerous  task  of  corrupting  their  fidelity^ 
were  by  them  surrendered  to  the  military  anthority,  tried 
and  punished  with  an  ignominious  death.  Tii^  poUey  sf 
yielding  to  an  armed  soldiery,  however  just  their  claims, 
la  always  pernicious.  Part  of  the  Jersey  brigade  soon  ma- 
nifested similar  symptoms  of  a  mutinous  spirit.  Washing- 
ton, sensible  that  such  disorder,  if  not  restrained  with  ener- 
gy and  decision,  must  ultimately  dissolve  the  army,  deter- 
mined to  crush  military  anarchy  by  a  vigorons  eflbrt,  Bri- 
nadier  Grener^  Howe  was  eommissioo<Ml  to  bring  the  mu- 
tineers to  unconditional  submission.  This  was  happily  ef- 
fected. The  menacing  effervescence  subsided  ;  anil  the  at- 
tention of  the  States  to  the  wants  and  sofieriogs  of  their 
defenders^  roused  by  these  violent  eruptions,  beoame  more 
efficient.  Yet,  from  the  almost  total  r^in  of  the  public  cre- 
dit, uad  from  the.  iml>ecility  of  a  government,  possessing 
no  coercive  powers  equal  to  the  remedy  of  existing  evik, 
-  Ganeral  Washington  continued  to Iab<Hir  under  inealeolaUo 


dMImildes.    How^'^with  sUoh  seanty  fneMs  tesr  tlie  silisitt-    £!HAP« 
ette^9  olothtngy  and  pay  of  the  army^  he  Mr  as  able  to  pro-      XiX. 
veot  ltd  dissoiutioQy  will  ever  be  a  matter  of  surprize.  __ 
There  fc,  it  weuM  appear,  in  a  nation  earnestly  bent  on  tlie  ■■■^^■■■i 
support  of  liberty,  and  the  aequisition  of  Independencey^aii      ^y^^ 
iodestruetible  pi*ineiple  of  vitality,  a  creative  spirit  suffici- 
eopt  to  overeome  every  difficulty,  to  baffle  every  oalcnlation^ 
to  deride  every  hope,  founded  on  the  ahoihilation  of  its  re* 
toarees.    It  was  that  spirit  which  reconciled  the  people  of 
America  to  sacrifices  and  deprivations  of  every  sort — which 
trill  raphed  over  all  the  perplexities  and  embarassmeuts^ 
aristng  from  inexperience,  weakness  and  iluctuation  in  the  ' 
general  Government,  and  from  supineness  or  tardiness  in 
Home  of  the  States.    l*he  American  revolution  was  4es« 
tilled  to  afford  a  new  and  striking  instan<$e  of  the  efficacy 
of  moral'  forces.     In  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  their  attaehment  and  conscious  interest,  we  mu^t 
look  for  the  real  sources  of  that  mysterious  power  of  re- 
sistance, which  irregular  and  Htful  as  its  exertions  appear- 
ed, iittiinately  enabled  Congress  to  overcome  the  systematic 
and  condensed  hostility  of  Britain. 

Ear'lj  in  the  present  year,  Lieutenant  Col.  Laurens  ap-  Pecuraary 
peared  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  as  the  special  Envoy  of  *i^^«uited 
Congress.  His  mission  had  a  double  pbjcct.  It  was  to  ^  '^^^^ 
soHeit  a  loan  from  his  Most  Christian  Majestv,  and  to  urge 
the  co-opei*ation  of  the  French  fleet  in  some  decisive  en- 
terprize  against  the  common  enemy.  The  last  point  was 
fttll  J  obtained  ;  but,  willing  as  France  was  to  aid  CongrosSy 
in  every  respect  to  the  utmost  of  her  power;  her  own  pe- 
oaniary  embarrassments  opposed  exteosive  grants.  Her 
difficulties  had  commenced  in  the  pompous  reign  of  Louis 
XEY,  and  been  greatly  increased  oy  the  extravagance  of 
the  Regent,  and  the  voluptuous  and  dissolute  career  of  Lou- 
is Xy.  The  young  and  virtuous  monarch,  now  on  the 
throne,  Louis  XVI.  had  inherited,  with  a  splendid  sceptre, 
immense  flaaocial  difficulties.  He  was,  therefore,  com- 
pelled to  narrow  down  the  assistance  urged  by  Congress  to 
six  millions  of  livres  taumois,  which  he  generously  grant- 
ed as  a  subsidy  for  the  present  year.  Upon  a  further  re- 
presentation of  the  alarming  distresses  of  America,  he  be- 
oame  security  for  a  loan  to  be  opened  in  Holland,  on  ac» 
count  of  the  United  States ;  and,  as  there  was  little  proba- 
bility of  obtaining  any  money  there  in  season,  he  liberally 
agreed  that  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  should,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, be  advanced  to  America  frbm  the  Royal  IVeasury. 
In  the  existing  crisis,  this  aid,  joined  to  the  gold  and  silver 
introduced  into  the  United  Slatest  through  the  channel  of 
an  advantageous  commerce  with  the  West  Indies,  and  by 
means  of  the  French  army  in  Rhode  Island,  proved  essenti- 
ally benefieial  to  the  country.  It  removed  the  almost  in- 
tolerable pressure  of  those  oompUoated  difficulties  under 


£18 


HiflrroBT  <Jf 


CHAP. 
XIX. 


17U 


Ccttitjon  oC 

papCMno- 

ifcey. 


Robert 
Morris  is 
appointed 
superin- 
tendant  of 
the  Fiiian- 


vfhieh  Ceftgross  laboured  for  th6  nmbiieiiaiiee  of  the 

ed  force.     Bright  prospects  a^o  sueeeeded  the  efaeerlc» 

Sloom,^  whieh  had  so  deeply  overspread  the  Unioe  as  to 
im  even  that  splendour  of  eonstaney,  which  had  bi<bert# 
been  displayed  by  tlie  Congress.  With  a  view  to  obtain 
from  the  Court  of  Madrid  etBeient  sueeours  in  money*  aid 
other  requisites  of  war,  they  hail»  in  a  desponding  hiHW^ 
iostrueted  iVlr*  Jay  to  relinquish,  if  expedient,  the  elaims 
of  the  Unit('.d  States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
below  the  3ist  degree  of  North  lutitade,  and  to  a  free  port 
on  that  river,  within  the  Spanish  Territory.  FoKunatdj^ 
the  prudence  of  Mr,  Jay  still  kept  open  these  importwt 
claims. 

V  AneventlongexpeetcdbyaH,  ardently  wished  for  by  the 
friends  of  Great  Britain,  and  no  less  ardently  deprecated 
by  tliose  of  Ainerieat  took  place  in  the  course  of  the  preseai 
year,  and  introduced  a  new  sera  in  the  financial  eoneeraft  oC 
the  Union.    The  bills  of  credit  sank  beneath  their  9wm 
bulk.     Their  extinction,  however,  was  not  attended  witli 
any  of  those  -isame  effects  which,  it  had  beea  thought  by 
friends  and  foes,  would,  upon  such  an  occurrence,  ^m* 
Yulse  the  country*  The  contest  was  grounded  in  the^ea^ts 
of  the  peqile,  and  wluitcver  tended  to  promote  k»  suecesa, 
easily  conciliated  their  acquiescence.    They  understood  the 
original  necessity  of  paper-Hioney ;  its  operation  was  coo- 
8idere<l  as  a  tax,  oppressive,  indeed,  to  many  individuah,. 
but  vitally  useful  to  t>>e  great  body  of  the  nation.    There 
are  cases  in  which  the  people  are  so  intimately  Ueaded 
with  their  Government,  that  the  acts  of  the  latter  are,  ia 
effect,  popular  acts ;  and,  whatever  their  result  maj  be» 
cannot  be  understood  to  have  originated  in  any  other  viewa 
than  those  of  public  utility.    Accordingly,,  that  violatien 
of  the  national  faith,  which,  in  1*7^81,  made  «00,Ot)e,QOO  of 
paper  dollars  redeemable  by  5,000,000  of  silver  ones^  aoC 
only  excited  no  irritation,  no  tumult,  but  was  ebeerfullj 
assented  to.    Towai'ds  the  close  of  February,  Robert  Mor- 
ris hail  been  ap|iointed  su[)erihtendaat  of  Finance^  *^  to  exa- 
*^  mine  into  tlie  stnte  of  the  public  (|ebts,  expeaditurea  and 
<^  revenue  ^  to  digest  and  repoK  plans,  for  improving  and 
'<  regulating  the  finances,  and  for  establisliing  order  and  e* 
"  eonomy  in  the  expemlituro  of  public  money.'^    The  ge- 
nius  and  activity  of  that  gentleman  eminently  fitted  hini 
for  those  various  objects.     His  candour  dispelled  those 
ideal  pr6s|>ects  which  tlie  delusive  expectation  of  extensive 
foreign  loans  had  hitherto  presented  to  the  people.     For 
the  empty  bubbles  of  hope,  he  substituted  the  solid  founda- 
tions of  revenue,  and  pointed  oat  to  his  countrymen  the  ter- 
mination of  the  arduous  contest,  in  a  steady,  persevering^ 
and  judicious  application  of  national  resources.     l<\igiiive» 
ephemeral  expedients  were  exploded ;  chaos  yiddeil  to  or- 
der ;  intricacy  to  simplicity  ;  distrust  to  coulldenee^     Klc- 
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'BQMto hitherto  inertor^Mirreiiy  wei*e  vivified  by  sifiroper  sys- 
tem  of  laxatioo ;  and  peace  became  more  probable,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  ability  of  the  United  States  to  continue  f  he 
irar»  became  greater*  A  spirit  of  useful  inform  seems  to 
kltve  actsated  the  Congress  al)out  this  time.  The  complex 
s^duni^leldymachinery  of  Boards  or  Committees  for  the 
^reat  Executive  departments,  being  abandoned,  a  Secreta^ 
17  of  War,  a  Secretary  of  Marine,  and  a  Secretary  for  Fo- 
reign  Affairs,  were  added  to  the  superinten^ant  of  Finance. 
It  was  thus  that  experience  gradually  led  the  federal  sys- 
tem towards  those  improvements  which  it  has  since  re- 
ceived. 

By  the  judgment,  economy,  and  zeal  of  the  snperinten- 
4ant  of  Finance,  the  most  pressing  wants  of  the  army  were 
immediately  relieved.  The  estalilishment  of  a  National 
JBank  enabled  him  to  use  by  anticipation,  the  resources  of 
the  country  ;  his  own  private  credit  was,  at  first,  benefici- 
ally exerted  :  afterwards  the  aids  obtained  from  France,  or 
through  her  channeli  but,  above  all,  an  efficient  sj'stem  of 
taxation,  acconplished  in  a  great  measure,  the  herculean 
task  which  had  devolved  upon  the  Financier.   . 

Let  us  now  examine  what  was  the  situation  of  Wash- 
ington's  army,  in  respect  to  numbers.    Tlie  authority  of 
Congi*ess  haul  directed  an  army  of  37,000  men  to  be  in 
eamp  by  the  first  of  January^  1781.    This  extensive  plan  , 
never  Was  executed.    In  the  month  of  May,  Washington 
counted  only  7,000  men,  of  whom  between  ^  and  5,000  were 
fit  for  action.    The  situation  of  the  South  has  been  des- 
cribed ;  the  Indian  combination   menacing  the  Western 
frontier,  we  have  also  mentioned  ;  the  gloom  of  the  ho- 
rizon was  still  deepened  by  the  api^earance  of  hostile  clouds 
on  the  side  of  Canada,  and  by  symptoms  of  discord  in  the 
tract  of  country  which  now  constitutes  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont.— Vigorous  operations  against  New-York,  the  seat 
of  British  power  in  America  had  long  been  fondly  contem- 
plated by  the   Commander  in  Chief.    To  this  object  he 
had  steadily  adhered,  through  every  fluctuation  offeree* 
and  vicissitude  of  fortune,  resolved  to  make  tlie  attempt  so 
soon  as  circumstances  should  promise  a  favouable  issue. 
To  it  he  now  reverted  with  increased  eagjemess,  convinced 
that,  if  an  attack  on  New- York,  should  fail  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, it  would,  at  least,  have  the  hapjiy  effect  of  relieving 
the  South,  by  compelling  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  recall  a 
eonsidei*able  part  of  the  British  troops  fi»om  that  quarter. 
— ^At  the  same  time,  Washington  kept  his  eyes  open  on  Vir- 
ginia, where  a  successful  blow  might,  he  presumed,  be 
eventually  infiicted  on  Cornwallis. — The  important  infor- 
mation brought  by  the  Count  De  Barras,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  French  Squadron  on  the 
American  coast,  and  who  reached  Boston  early  in  May, 
with  the  Viseouut  De  Bochambeauaud  a  reinforcement  <^ 
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CBAF.    1,500  mitn,  tmiMMg^  Ae  moit  laiigiifaw  kopeau    It  «t»* 
XIX*      ted  among  oilier  inlerestiQg  eireuinvtsincesj  that  tbe  Cowtt 

De  Grasse,  with  twenty  sMp^  of  the  lite,  bad  bec»  ordered 

•■"■■^  to  the  West  Indies,  but  direeted  at  the  same  time,  fo  eo« 

i78jb      <^rat®  ^i^^  General  Washington  and  Count  DeRoehi^ai* 

beau,  daring  the  horrieane  months.    He  mig^  be  expeei^ 

yuj  tL  ^  ^'^^^  oerlainty  towards  the  eknie  iif  Jmy.  In  ecmse- 
qnence  of  this  intelligence,  General  Washington  bastteed 
to  Wethersfield  in  Conneetient,  there  to  eooeert  widi  lU- 
ehanibeau  and  Barras*  a  phm  of  strbseiiueBt  c^ratioat.. 
I>e  Barras  eoold  not  attend  their  eonferem^,  and  measures 
were  settled  by  the  two  €tenerals.  They  substantiallj  a- 
greed  upon  a  junetidn  of  tbeir  respeetWe  forces  on  the  Hod- 
son,  and  an  enterprize  against  New- York,  or,  should  thi^ 
prove  impracticable,  they  determined  to  direct,,  imb  the' 
Arrival  of  De  Grasse,  the  weight  of  the  combified  narat 
and  land  forces,  against  ai^  British  post,  where  the  bop^- 
of  success  should  invite  their  eflforts.  After  this  inter- 
view.  General  Washington  wrote  to  Congress,  letters,  ia 
which  he  stated  as  its  result,  the  plan  of  an  attaek  upon 
New-Tork,  by  the  joint  forces  of  France  and  America* 
The  express  carrying  these  letters,  and  other  dispatches 
urging  adequate  reinfbrcements  of  regulars  mid  Militia, 
was  intercepted  in  the  Jerseys.  The  intelligence  which 
they  oontairied,  combined  with  the  subsequent  movements 
and  preparations  of  the  allied  armies,  alarmed  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  for  the  safety  oi  New-Tork,  and  influenced  his  dfs 
termination  to  withdraw  from  Virginia  a  portion  of  the 
troops  under  Lord  ComwalHs*  Hence  the  orders  which 
cramped  the  operations  of  the  latter,  and  which  were  too 
late  recalled  for  his  success,  or  even  security- 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  General  Washington  with  in- 
creased, though  not  complete  numbers  advanced,  to  the 
White  Plains,  where  Rochambeau  likewise  proceeded* 
Tlie  combined  armies  took  a  position  overawing  Ritog*a 
Bridge  and  its  environs.  Before  this  junction  was  efleetei^ 
the  Commander  in  Chief  had  attempted  to  seize  on  the 
British  posts  in  the  North  of  York  Island,  and  meditatied  aa 
attack  on  a  corps  of  light  troops  stationed  at  Morrisaniaf 
under  Colonel  Delanly*  For  this  double  purpose,  the 
July.  ^^jff  Jersey  line,  and  numerous  bodies  of  militia,  had  been 
ordered  in  converge  towards  King's  Bridge.  These  threa- 
tening movements,  together  with  the  advanee  of  the  French 
troops*  and  the  certainty  of  the  directions  given  to  the 
Count  De  Grasse  by  his  government,  vigorously  to  eo-ope- 
rate,  during  the  summer,  with  Washington  and  Rocham- 
beau, kept  Sir  Hienry  Clinton  in  a  continued  state  of  alarm 
fi>r  the  post  under  his  immediate  command.  This  satisbe- 
torily  accounts  for  his  pressing  order  to  Lord  ComwaUia* 
The  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  from  Europe,  to  the  9^ 
ttaaot  of  nearly  d|000  men^  ia  some' degree  eahaed  Ue 


vibginu;  sat 

ffears  ;  b«t  it  was,  at  the  lame  timOf  om  of  the  eiteumstw-   CHAP. 
oes  which  induced  General  Waslington,  finaUy  torelin-     XIX. 
quish  his  favorite  object,  the  reduction  of  New  York,  and 
to  turn  the  storm  of  war  against  the  ravs^^  of  the  South.  s^w"»b= 
Some   British  historians  have  considered  the  intejoepted      ^m^A 
eommunications  of  the  American  Commiuider  in  Chief»  pes* 
pecting  a  concerted  attack  upon  Sir  Henry,  and  all  the  ul-  Thi»bUiii» 
terior  movements  of  the  combined  forces  in  the  aeighbor*  reliftquish- 
hoodof  Kiog*s  Bridge  and  Slatt^n-Island,  as  so  maoydif-  edforoffn- 
ferent  parts  of  a  well  arranged  and  successful  feipt  ;*  but  Jjo*^^^^^^ 
this  is  an  erroneous  conjecture.    The  original  and  primar  ^^' 
ry  ol^eet  of  Washington,  undoubtedly  was  New  York ;  his  ^omwEllii. 
views  against  Cornwullis  were  subordinate  and  eventual.. 
It  WHS  not  before  the  month  of  August,  that  his  attention     August 
was  t  arned  to  the  Southward,  as  the  definite  scene  of  those 
offensive  operations,  in  wliich  it  was  desirable  to  employ 
the  present  campaign.    To  this  determination  he  was  im- 
pelled  by  the  slowness  of  the  States  in  complying  with  his 
requisitions  for  men ;  by  the  accession  of  strength  just  re- 
eeived  at  New- York ;  and  by  the  important  infoinnation 
that  Count  De  Grasse  was  to  have  sailed  from  Cape  Fran- 
eois  for  the  Chesapeak,  on  the  third  of  August,  with  a  fleet 
of  about  25  sail  of  the  line,  having  on  board  upwards  of 
3,000  soldiers.    The  instructions  of  the  French  admiral, 
and  his  engagements  with  the  Spaniards,  would  not,  it  was 
positively  stated,  allow  him  to  remain  on  the  American 
coast  after  the  middle  of  October.    Then  it  was,  that  Ge« 
Beral  Washington  saw  the  expediency  of  changing  the 
,  point  of  attack.    With  decision  and  promptitude,  he  set- 
tled with  Rocharabean,  De  Barras,  and  La  Fayette,  the 
ootlines  of  the  new  scheme,  which  it  was  all  important  to 
eoneeal  as  long  as  possible,  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton.    For  * 

thb  last  purpose,  entrusting  to  General  Heath  the  defence 
of  the  posts  on  the  Hudson,  the  Commander  in  Chief  cros- 
sed this  river  with  the  combined  armies,  marched  in  such 
a  direction,  and  gave  to  all  bis  movements  and  operations  ^^^^Z^^  3A 
such  an  aspect,  as  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  his  real  de- 
sign was  to  seize  on  Staten-Island*  or  to  occupy,  near  San- 
dy Itook,  a  position  calculated  to  protect  the  entrance  of 
the  French  fleet  into  the  harbour  of  New- York.  So  strong 
were  the  original  impressions  of  Sir  Henry,  and  so  well 
managed  the  deception,  that,  even  after  itbecAme  necessa- 
ly  for  the  allied  Chiefs  to  draw  up  the  curtain,  and,  leav- 
ing the  route  that  led  down  the  Hudson*  to  march  direetiyt 
across  the  Jerseys,  the  enemy  considered  this  movepient  as 
a  feint.  It  was  only  when  Washjlngton  had  erossed  tho 
Belawarct  that  14s  real  <^ect  began  to  be  suspected  by  tho 


•  Axmuai  RefifUr»  kc 


ftn 


Btsrtom  6f 


irsi 


Coraieeti. 
cut 

S«ptV.6w 


€HAP»  BritMl  Genftral^  Hh  march  i^oold  tidt  tiMi  te  mofestod; 
XIX.  but  to  ^eaU  his  atepB,  if  possible,  Arnold  was  direetly  U 
tM  frith  impetuosity  upon  Conneetieat.  To  allaek  and 
desolate  his  native  soili  suited  the  traitors  infunal^  miod. 
The  eorps  (daced  under  him  for  that  expedition*  passh^ 
through  the  sound  in  trAiisports,  landed  about  8  odles  fr«»in 
Bunavkm  oF  I^ew  Londttn,  on  both  sides  of  the  harbour.  On  the  West- 
Amoldinto  em  side,  a  redoubt  and  Port  Trumbull  eonstituted  the  A- 
merieafl  defenees.  Against  these,  Arnold  advanced  with 
his  division.  They  were  evacuated  at  his  appnMieh»  mad 
the  men  eonveyed  across  the  river,  into  Fort  Oriswoid,  oa 
Grolon-HilL  In  that  tort,  the  inCrefrid  Lieutomiot  Colo» 
Bol  Ledjard  commanded.  Attaci^ed,  on  three  tliffisreai 
Hides,  by  the  British  division  under  Colonel  Eyre,  he  nuule 
a  vigorous  and  obstinate  resistanee.  Eyre  was  afaoa. 
Montgomery,  the  seeond  in  eommaad,  mot  widi  a  similar 
fkte.  Nearly  200  more  of  the  assailants  were  killed  lund 
Vrounded.  Overpowered  by  numbers,  the  gallant  tiedyuH 
was  compelled  to  surremler  his  sword.  It  was  inslantfy 
plunged  into  his  bosom,  and  bis  murder  was  followed  b^  the 
eamage  of  the  greater  part  of  the  garrison.  An  aot  wor- 
thy of  an  expedition  over  whicli  the  dark  genius  of  a  tral* 
ttNTpiresided  !  .  Arnold  easily  possessed  himself  <tfNow*ljon« 
don,  which  he  plundered  and  burnt.  The  militia  9t  the 
neighbourhood  began  to  assi^mble  ;  and  such  was  the  idem 
entertained  by  the  British  of  their  entcrprize  and  finmieMs 
that  a  retreat  was  judged  necessary,  and  imfiiediately  ei^e^ 
euted.  Owing  to  this  eircunistanee,  the  batraoks,  and  a 
large  magaxine  of  gunpowd^  at  Fort  Griswold,  eseaped 
destruction.  The  pviniai^  ol>ject  of  this  inoursioa  was 
frustratetl,  the  plan  in  wtiieh  General  Washington  wan  miw 
engaged  being  too  important  and  too  dedsive,  to  y^ld  to 
a  desire  of  repressing  predatory  and  partial  operations  of 
the  enemy.  The  injury  inflicted  on  the  people  of  Coniioo- 
tient  was  Immense ;  but  it  proved,  in  the  end^  detrimautai 
to  the  British  interest.  Sueh  eiipeditioBS  invariaUy  roU 
ba<5k  upon  their  authors  the  tide  of  min. 

in  the  mean  while,  the  allied  armies  passing  through  Phi- 
ladelphia, on  the  srd  and  4th  of  September,  pursu^  thdr 
march  to  the  head  of  Elk.  The  Commander  in  Chief  wan 
not  withent  apprehensions,  l^t  Ckimwaliis  should  escape  i«- 
to  the  Carofinas :  he  therefore,  awaited  with  the  utmost 
anxiety,  the  eompletion  of  the  measures  announced  by  the 
French  admiral. 

The  Commander  of  the  British  fleet  in  the  West  ladten, 
Bodneytfcnew  that  De  Orasse  intended  to  be  absent  fVont 
the  West  Indies  during  the  hurrieane  monihsy  and  then  to 
visit  the  coast  of  the  Unite«l  States.  But  either  the  desire 
ot  securing  the  late  immense  plunder  of  St.  Eostatios 
rendered  him  inattentive  to  gi*eat  natiomd  otmcems,  or  be 
imagined  thai  the  Count  woaM  employ  the  lai^r  portion 
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^  hm  aecKe4n  protoetiag  from  Cape  FrM##i9  to  ihe  ptrto  of  ®6UF. 
Franee  a  vuluiible  eonToy  of  merohaiitmenf  and  retaiii  onl^     XIX* 
a  few  dkips  for  eo  opemitliig  vtiih  the  forco  already  at  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Hbode-ldand.    He  tborofoi*e  coateiutod  biBiBelf  witli  da-  ^ii^i^^Sr 
iBehtng  to  the  Chesapeake  where  he  had  previously  .dkeel-      ^^aj 
ed  Ajdodiral  CrraTes  to  repair,  Sir  Samnol  Hood  wkh  i«>    .     ^ 
aail  irf*  the  line,  and  some  frigates.    Graves  was  aeeiden-  ^^^^"^ 
tally  prevented  from  reeeiviog  Admiral  Bodney's  eommo-  riresonthe 
Bieatwa;  aad  if  he  had  reeelved  it,  the  damage  sastaiaed  Americjui 
hy  hia  sUps  in  his  Jate  eroiae  off  Boston^  rendered  a  oom-  ^^^^^ 
pliam^  impraotieable.    Wkea  Cieref^re  Sir  Samuel  Hood  A^^^tUs. 
reaehed  the  Ghesapeak,  on  the  ^h  0f  Augast^  he  joMd  it 
unoeeapied,  and  imoMdiatdy  ateeretlfor  New- York»  where 
Oraves  was  refitting  bis  sqoadrim.    On  the  ¥ei*y  4»9  that 
H^ad  iHH^ared  off  the  Cbpes  at  Virginia*  Caaai  Ue  Barra^, 
"who  ttow  eommandedi  the  Freoeh  naval  fctfpee  at  Bh«ie-Ia- 
land^  sailed  from  Newport  for  the  Chesapeak*  taJbiae;  a  ^- 
^om  tons  route,  in  order  to  eladetbe  vigilaneO'Of  a  saperiar 
Joe.     He  Itad  on  board  the  heavy  ordaanee  and  other  i»- 
^ementsy  neeessary.far  the  eaotemphited  iavcatitnre  4|f 
Yoric.    Graves,  hastily  eompletlAg  his  repairs*  stood  oat 
|o  sea,  in  e3|»eetalioa  to  meet  wiUi  eithea^  De  Bsnras^  ^       . 
9e  GraMe.    X^eited  with  that  of  Hoodt  his  fleet  aow  a-  * 

mounted  to  19  sail  of  the  line»  and  several  frigates.  *  '  i 

Gaunt  De  Grasse,  tmsting  the  cieh  eoavagr  with  whieh  Count  De 
ke.had  sailed  from  the  Weat-indies,  to  tiie'proteetion  of  one  ^^^the 
ahip  of  the  line)  and  a  lew  frigates*  direoted  his  eoarse  for  chesapemk! 
^e  Chesapeak,  where  he  arrived  on  the  30th  of  August*  Aui^ustso. 
An  o AiMsr  stationed  by  Greneral  La  Fayette  at  Cape  Hea^ 
vy^  to  wateh  hiswrivnl*  immediately  repaired  on  board 
Ids  ship,  and  j^ve  him  ample  tntalUg^nee  <^  tbeiitiMUiaa     - 
jof  affhirsi  and  of  the  measures  intended  against  Com wfdlis. 
C^neral  Washington  waft  immediately  apprised  of  the  ar-  * 
jrival  of  the  long  espeeted  fleet :  he  reeeived  the  joyful  i^ 
fliHrmatioo  at  Chester,  in  Penasylvaam.    Nor  did  De  l]ktisse 
lose  a  moment  for  the  promotion  of  the  well  coneerlMl 
fAka.    He  seat  up  four  of  his  ships  to  blaek  up  the  mouth 
of  Tork  river*  white  some  of  his  frigates  eoaveyed  19  the 
JameSf  the  Marqitis  De  St.  Simon*  with  the  troops  undei* 
bis  oommandi  with  a  view  to  effect  a  junction  with  Iia  Fay- 
ette, and  to  make  dispositions  calenlatod  to  prevent  the  ea- 
joape  of  Comwallis  into  the  Carolinas. 

Admiral  Graves  reeeived  no  intalligenoe  of  the  nrrival     Ksfsjeni 


of  tbeFreneh,  nor  they  o^  hisapproaeh,  until  the  5th  of  mrement 
September,  when  the  van  of  the  British  fleet  reached  Cape  ^^^^^ 
Henry.    The  French  fleet  la|r  at  andior,  toihe  number  of  gS5?S 


SIp  sail  of  the  line*  off  I^abaven  Bay,  extending  towarcb  the 
middie-ground.    The  nature  of  the  fleet  in  viaiv,  without     ^^^'  ^ 
•the  C^es»  was  soon  aseertained  by  DeGrasse  to  be  hostile  : 
lie  immedhitely  threw  out  a  signid  for  his  ships  tQ  slip 
their  eablef,  and  scTenUy  to  fiNrm  the  Uaeas  theya^^M 
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Moie  np9  xvftlt  tkefr  heads  io  the  Eaetimpi.  T«ri#M  i 
Boeuvres  were  praedfted  on  both  ndes^  whieh  delajeit  the 
congemeot  of  the  adverse  fleets  until  4>  io  the  afflemooay 
and  Uiat  engagemeat  was  only  a  partial  one.  The  fare- 
BMWt  ships  on  both  sides  suffered  considerably :  the  night 
put  an  end  to  the  confliet.  llie  Injary  sartaieed  hgr 
Graves^  and  the  anxiety  of  DeGrasse  io  secured  Chesa- 
peake and  eoi^er  the  arrival  of  De  Barras,  prercnted  a  re- 
newal #f  the  aetiotty  although  the  two  hostile  fleets  w^rein 
▼iew  of  eaeh  other  for  b  suecesMve  days.  Daring  this 
tinMS  the  squadron  from  Bbode-Island  happily  entei^  the 
Bay^  and  two  British  fi^tes,  whieh  had  been  aent  fa  e«t 
the  Freneh  buoy^  at  the  anchorage  groundy  wete  latereept- 
^'  and  taken.'  The  British  evacuating  and  baraing  the 
Terriilef  retiimed  to  New- Yorlc,  to  repair  their  damq^ 
^^Tiiey  elaliaed  the  advantage  in  the  late  naval  eaatesi; 
-hat  the  vaerrfaig  criterion  of  victory,  is  the  aeeooipiisb- 
neat  of  the  eBd*proposed«  la  the  present  ease,  the  olge^ 
#f  De  Grasse  was  theundisturbed  possession  of  theChesa- 
^peak,  and  «0*he  obtained  that,  to  hiai  the  fertaae  of  tiia 
«jay  substantially  belonged. 

'  \¥hea  the  allied  army  reached  the  head  of  Uk,imri« 
time  transportation  coiud  n6t  be  procured  for  the  whole. 
The  light  troops  only  arere  embarked ;  the  rest  pursaed 
•Uieir  route  to  Baltimore  and  Annapolis.  A  Aer  Count  De 
Barras  bad  safely  entered  the  Bay,  th^  transporta  and  fW* 
gates  wkh  bim  furnished  a  prompt  and  easy  cooTeyaaee  for 
a  large  portion  of  the  army  from  those  places  to  Yif- 
gillie.  General  Washington  himself,  attended  by  theCooat 
Do  Bocharobeau  and  tl^  Chevalier  De  Chastellox.  pra- 
leeeded  by  land  to  Williamsburg,  imw  the  Head-Quarters  af 
Jba  Fayette,  and  arrived  there  en  the^  t4<h  of  8(^ember. 
Anxioua  to  ensare  the  success  of  the  meditated  blow,  he  re- 
paired with  several  officers  of  rankf' French  and  AmerieaD, 
on  board  Lafnlle  de  Fariir,  the  Admiral's  ship,  where  the 
]^an  of  the  si^e  was  ultimately  arranged. 
-  Thus  did  the  eloud  of  danger,  hanging  over  ComwaiUa, 
f thicken  apace.  Sensible  of  this,  he  bad  imparted  bis  fears 
to  Sir  Heary  Clinton,  and  received  solemn  assurances  af 
prompt  and  efficient  relief,  in  a  letter  bearing  date  the  Olh 
•of  September.  Four  thousand  troops,  he  was  told*  were 
alreaily  embarked  for  the  purpose.  Admiral  Digby,  teo, 
wais  on  the  American  coast  and  hourly  expeeled  at  New- 
York  with  naval  and  miUtarj'  aids.  This  induced  Com- 
wallis  to  think  his  situation  not  entirely  desperate.  He 
was  uawiHing  to  abandon  a  post'  which  his  instractions 
bound  him  to  defend— ^the  possessioo  of  which  was  prepa- 
ratory to  important  and  decisive  operations  against  VhTp- 
iiia-^and  vrith  which  he  must  hitve  aacrifieed  a  consideTa- 
hle  quantity  of  artillery,  ships  of  war,  provisions  and  stansa, 
ti^geiher  with  his  sick  and  wounded.    1  his  aceounta  fiw* 


his  Hot  mttaekiag  La  Fayette  atul  St.  Siiih6n,  before  the  ar-   €HAP. 
riral  of  the  Confederate  army,  with  a  rieW  to  open  his     XIX. 
way  into  the  Carolinas.    The  hope  of  relief,  too,  prevent-  ^^^^^ 
ed  him  from  endeavouring  to  escnpe  to  New  York  by  the  ■■■"=*==*■ 
Glouoester  side.    At  the  same  time  that  he  was  confident      ^i^g|^ 
of  sueeour,  he  did  not  neglect  to  fortify  himself.     Glouces^ 
ter  Point,  whinh  projects  far  into  the  river,  and  rises  very 
little  above  its  surface,  was  oeeupied,  and  completely  se* 
eured  by  strong  defences.    Opposite  to  that,  the  Southern 
bank  of  the  stream,  steep  and  commanding,  was  strength- 
ened  with  batteries,   protecting    the  communication   be- 
tween the  two  posts.     Other  works  were  erected  both  for 
the  tmmrediate  defence  of  the  town  oTYork;  aiidfor  impe- 
ding bpfttile  approach  ;  the  latter  consisting  of  a  range  of 
onter  redoubts  and  field -defences.   The  protection  of  Glou- 
cester PJ-iit  was  entrusted  to  Lient.  Col.  Dundas,  with  a 
detaehment  of  Infantry,  soon  after  joined  liy  all  the  caval- 
ry.    That  post  was  important  to  Cornwallis,  as  connected 
wHb  the  defence  of  the  harbour,  the  procuring  of  forage 
and  other  supplies,  and«  eventually,  with  the  promise*!  ac- 
cession of  strength.    The  main  body  of  the  British  army 
was  encamped  on  the  open  grounds  about  York  Town,  un- 
der cover  of  the  out-works  before  mentioned. 

Meanwhile,  the  several  divisions  of  the  combined  army, 
rapidly  converged  at  Williamsburg.      The  last   arrived 
there  on  the  25tli  of  September.    The  whole  regular  force 
amounted  to  about  12,000  men  ;  to  whicli  must  be  added 
5,000  militia,  under  the  eotnmand  of  Governor  Nelson. 
Every  thing  was  now  prepared  for  the  investiture  of  the 
hostile  posts  i  and  no  doubts  were  entertained  of  the  most 
complete  success.    Yet,  at  this  auspicious  juncture,  Wash- 
ington was  considerably  alarmed  by  a  communication  from 
tlie  French  Admiral.    Intelligence  had  been  received  of 
reinforcements  just   brought  to  New  York  by  Admiral 
Bigby.    This  circumstance  rendered  an  attempt  for  the 
relief  of  Cornwallis,  and  consequently  an  attiick  on  the 
f*renehi1eet, highly  probable.     I>e  Grasse,  impelled  by  an 
aetive  mind,  ever  thirsting  after  cntcrprize  and  fame,  and 
deeming  besides,  his  present  situation  unfavourable  to  na- 
val evolutions  in  case  of  an  attack,  resolved  to  leave  a  few 
frigates  to  block  up  the  mouths  of  James  and  York  rivers ; 
and  himself  to  go  with  his  fleet  in  quest  of  the  enemy — 
whom  he  intended  to  blof^k  up  in  the  harbour  of  New 
York,  if  yet  there     Washington  immediately  perceived 
all  the  dangers  of  this  design.     Should  the  French  Admi- 
ral leave  the  Bay,  adverse  winds  and  a  variety  of  other 
circumstances  eventually  might  prevent  his  return  to  it ; 
and  during  his  absence  a  superior  naval  force  of  the  enemy 
would  probably  rescue  Cornwallis  from  impending  ruin. 
The  issue  of  the  present  undertaking  ouglit  not  to  be  left 
to  the  caprices  of  fortune^  or  the  fickleness  of  tile  winds.- 


«s6  marrwj  of 

CnAP.    If  CMnt  De  Gpaate  twui  Im  present  steltai  tM  eeHieJ 

SIX,      for  BuecmBful  Diovements,  General  WasfaiDgteB  intrettel 

bin  to  eruize  off  the  Capos*  so  as  to  be  able  to jHtefi^cfft 

'■"""'*<"■"  any  enemy  steering  towards  the«>»  and  bimself  to  re^etite 

1781      ^^^  ^^7*  vhen^var  expedient.    These  salutary  represea* 

tatioDS  prevailed   npoD  De  Grasse  ;  be  reUaqaisfaed  Mi 

Ttews  of  more  animated,  more  brilliant,  bat  less  eeHabi 

operations*    He  preserved  bis  station  in  the  Bay»  aad,  for 

the  purpose  of  oommandiag  iu  entrance,  ereeted  batleriea 

on  Poiot  Comfort. 

The  AnSe*.       ^  ^^®  ^^^'  ^^^  allied  army  marched  in  4  edumns,  from 

acbuice  a-    WiUiamsbui^  towards  York.    In  the  general  orders  wbteh 

E^^  2fl^  Washington  issued  on  this  oeeasiop,  he  strongly  reeom*- 

8ciier.38tb.  m^^ded  to  his  troops,  in  case  Aey  shonW  be  encountered 

on  their  march,  to  use  the  bayonet,  as  their  best  and  mMt 

effieioBt  weapon,  arid  thus  to  cure  the  vanity  of  *l.e  British 

troops,  who  proudly  boasted  a  decided  superiority  in  that 

alose  and  trying  combat.    But  no  opposition  was  met  with. 

About  noon  the  heads  of  lite  columns  reaclied  their  resp««- 

tive  station.    The  French  corps,  consisting  of  about  7,000^ 

extending  from  the  banlcsof  therivcrto  Beaverdasn  Creeks 

V  began  the  investment.      The  grenadiers  and  c%asseur^ 

commanded  by  the  Baron  De  Yiomenil,  formed  the  van* 

Suard^  Notliing  material  happened  on^  this  day  ;  after 
riving  in  some  piquets  and  cavalry  of  the  enemjr,  the 
troops  encamped  for  the  nighl«  The  next  day,  the  Amr* 
tf^pttnber.  riean  army  completed  the  investmeot  by  occupying  the 
apace  between  the  east  side  of  Beaverdam  Creek,  and  the 
river  below  thfc  town.  Comwallis,  plaeiag  much  reliance 
•n  the  strength  of  his  defences,  tlie  eSects  of  desperate  va* 
lour,  and  the  fortunate  ehsmces  of  war,  wished  to  he  at- 
tacked, but  Washington  was  too  eonsnmmnte  a  General  to 
commit  to  the  baaards  of  aa  assault,  what  be  had  it  in  his 
|iower  to  secure  by  regular  apfjroaches. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th,  Lonl  Cornwaltis  reeeived 
an  express  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Be  was  iaformed  t  hat, 
in  a  council  held  on  the  9^th,  it  had  been  dcterorified  to 
embark  5,noo  troops  on  b6ard  the  King^s  sliips,  for  his  re* 
fief.  With  the  addition  of  the  reinforcement  just  broo^t 
1^  Admiral  DIgby,  the  fleet  was  stated  to  consist  of  96  sail 
of  the  line,  three  of  which  were  three-ackers^  'ITw  61b 
of  October  was  emphalicatly  mentioned  as  flie  time  fi^ced 
npon  for  its  sailing.  Not  doubling  tlie  fmtbftt]  perform 
nance  of  titis  promise,  Comvi^allis  turned  his  atteuiion  to 
every  measure  ealeulated  to  invigorate  and  pndong  resb- 
tanec  He  abandoned  his  fortifi^  camp  in  the  night,  and 
withdrew  his  troops  within  the  immediate  defences  of  the 
town»  Tlie  next  morning,  the  allied  army  took  possession 
of  the  works  thus  relinquished  by  the  British.  In  ase«»r- 
.  taining  the  extent  and  situation  of  these  works,  the  brave 
lieutenant  Colonel  Scammell^  of  the  I^Iassaohnsetta  liae^ 
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tMbd  m  bomoQratte^  but  lamented  death.    In  a  reneontre    CfiAP. 
with  a  party  of  British  dragoons^  ha  was  mwtallj  woiindedy     XIX. 
and  soon  after  expired.  ^ 

The  cavalry  of  the  legion  eammaoded  by  the  Dake  De  ^mumsm 
lOkVkVQnf  had  marohed  ioto  Gioaeester  eoai^y  with  a  body      ^^^ 
^1«200  militia,  under  Brigadier  General  Weedon.    Tho^ 
Infantry  belonging  to  that  legion  debarked  on  the  ^d,  and 
with  th^  Duke  hiinselfy  proeeeded  to  the  same  point ;  and 
0n  the  day  of  the  investment  of  York,  the  whole  legion  was 
re-united.    To  this  eoros  were  added  a  select  battalion, 
headed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mercer,  and  about  1000  octobsr. 
Fr^aeh  marines,  under  General  De  Choisy,  who  now  took 
the  command  of  the  whole  force  on  the  Gloucester  side,a- 
moanting  to  nearly  5,000  eflTectivcs,    On  the  $A  of  Octo* 
her,  De  (%oisy,  intending  closely  to  invest  the  British  post» 
advanced  towards  its  front.    Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
same  digr,  Dundas,  reinforced  the  evening  before  by  Tarle- 
ton  with  his  legion,  issued  into  the  country  for  the  purpose 
of  foraging.      From   these  simultaneous  movements,  a     gLSp^.!^ 
sharp  sturmish  resufted  between  the  British  legion,  and  the  between 
French  cavalry,  gallantly  supported  by  Mercer's  corpa.  the  British 
In  his  orders  of  the  4th,  General  Washinton,  justly  bestow-  j^S^i^ 
ed  great  applause  on  Lrazun's  horse,  and  Mercer's  infantry,  Q^^SxyH^^ 
the  only  portion  of  the  allied  force  engi^ed  in  that  een- 
fliet.    The  British  lost  a  Lieutenant  ana  eleven  orivates. 
Three  French  hussars  were  killed«*aad  14  woundea,  among 
whom  three  oiBcers.    De  Choisy  remained  in  possession 
of  the  ground ;  a  rigorous  blockade  was  established,  and 
maintained  to  the  end  of  the  siege. 

The  heavy  ordnance  intended  for  the  operations  against 
York,  was  landed  on  James  river,  at  the  distance  of  six 
miles  from  the  American  lines.  This  circumstance  una* 
veiflaUy  delayed  the  beginning  of  the  siege.  On  the  night 
of  the  6th  of  October,  the  first  parallel  was  commeni^^ 
within  600  yards  of  the  British  defences.  Such  was  the  si* 
lenee  observed  by  the  working  detachment,  that  tlie  besieg* 
ed  remained  ignorant  of  what  was  going  on,  until  the  re- 
Inra  of  day.  The  trenches  were  then  in  such  forwardness 
as  nearly  to  cover  the  besiegers :  the  fire  from  the  British 
batteries,  though  quick  and  well  directed,  was  attended 
with  inconsiderable  eflfect.  An  officer  and  20  men  were  its 
only  victims.  They  mostly  belonged  to  the  corps  of  the 
Marquis  De  St.  Simon,  stationed  on  the  left.  Before  the 
cvcnhig  of  the  9th,  several  retloubts  and  batteries  were  com* 
pleted*  and  opened  on  the  slender  works  of  the  enemy,  afire  October, 
which  they  were  ill  calculated  to  sustain.  In  a  few  days,  nia^ 
ay  of  their  gun»  were  silettced*  and  most  of  their  defences  m-  • 
ined.  The  shells  and  hot  balls  of  the  besiegers  reached  evea^ 
the  ships  in  the  harbour.  The  Charon  of  44  guns,  and  three 
large  transports,  were  set  on  fire  and  eatirdy  consumed. 
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The  Ame- 
ricans take 
two  of  the 
enemy's  ipe- 
doubtt. 


The  allies  ^ere  sensible  that  extraerdiiiafy  eflforU  irwdd 
be  made  for  the  relief  of  Lord  Cornwaliis,  and  ihev  dU 
Dot  wish  to  stake  their  hopes  on  the  issue  of  a  iiaTal  ea* 
gagemeot.  With  emulous  ard0r>  therefore,  tbej  preseeiH 
ted  the  labours  of  the  siege,  and  the  fire  of  thieir  noae- 
rous  batteries  was  Itept  up  with  equal  oonstaney  aad  vjv«. 
city.  On  the  night  of  the  ilth  of  Oetober,  their  seeoad 
parallel  was  opi^ned,  300  yards  nearer  to  the  British  works 
than  the  first,  and  with  still  greater  seoreey  aad  di^eh. 
The  activity  of  the  besieged  seemed  to  increase  with  the 
dangers  of  their  situation.  They  Tied  with  eaeh  other  in 
efibrts  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  Aroeriean  treaclu% 
repaired  their  own  works  with  indefatigable  pertereraiiec^ 
opened  new  embrasures  for  guns,  and  poured  an  ineeasaat 
fire  from  every  howitzer  and  mortar  they  eeoM  mao^  No 
other  period  of  the  siege  was  so  animated  and  so  mnnfer- 
ous.  The  allied  troops,  however,  did  irot  intermit  tlmr  #• 
pei*ations.  Already  several  batteries  began  to  shew  them- 
selves along  the  seeond  pardleL 

The  principalannoyanee  which  the  besiegers  ezperieaecd 
in  tlieir  approaches,  came  from  two  redoubts  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  defences,  and  nearly  flanking  the  second  pa* 
rallel.  These  it  was  determined  to  storm  at  the  same  time. 
General  Washington,  availing  himself  of  the  noble  riral- 
sbip  which  impelled  the  respective  corps  to  deeds  of  emu- 
lous valour,  committed  the  attack  of  the  one  to  the  AnsMi- 
cans,  and  that  of  the  other  to  the  French.  The  Mar^iis 
De  La  Fayette  commanded  the  American  detaehmeiit  drs- 
tined  to  act  against  the  firsts  and  the  Baron  De  Yiomenil 
led  against  the  second  a  party  of  Frendb  grenadiers  and 
chasseurs*  The  van  of  the  Americans  was,  on  the  even* 
ing  of  the  14th,  led  to  the  assault  by  Cidonel  Hamilton; 
and  Colonel  Laurens  was  detached,  at  the  head  of  90  hmu, 
to  theu^ear  of  the  redoubt,  with  a  view  to  int^'ecpc  the  re- 
treat of  the  Garrison.  The  advance  of  De  Viomenil't  de- 
tachment, in  another  quarter,  was  simultaneous. 

Hie  redoubt  attacked  by  the  Americans  was  on  the  left 
of  the  British.  Major  Campbell,  with  a  few  inferior  oS- 
eers  and  45  privates,  defended  it.  Impetuously  mshii^ 
forward,  Hamilton  and  his  party,  in  a  moment  overeame 
every  obstacle,  and  mastered  the  foe.  Laurens  pa-sonally 
took  the  commanding  officer  prisoner^  The  Gwrison,  ex- 
cept seven  or  eight,  who  unaccountably  escaped,  were  ei- 
ther killed  or  ti^n.  The  laws  of  war  would  have  justi- 
fied the  destruction  of  ail  the  men  in  a  redoubt  thus  car- 
ried by  storm  ;  and  the  late  merciless  eamage  in  Fort 
Griswold,  seemed  to  call  for  stem  retaliation.  But  **  the 
Americans,"  CoL  Hamilton  observed  in  his  report  to  Ge- 
neral La.Fayette,*  <<  were  incapable  of  imitating  examples 

*  aotdon  utotes,  that  La  Fayette,  with  the  assent  of  Genenl  Waahiogtoi^ 


9f  bttrbarityf  and  flnrgettiDg  reeent  praroeatiMf  Hm  i»l«  QBAP. 
diery  apsured  everj  man  that  emaed  to  renftt'^    The  lulled     XIX. 
^  the  enemy  amounted  only  to  e%bL    Nine  of  the  assail  __... 
Htnts  wore  slain,  and  62  wounded.  jmmmaffi 

By  Major  Barbour,  one  of  bis  aids,  La  Fayette  apprized  ^m, 
the  Bs&roo  De  Vionienil  of  his  sueeese.  The  Freneh  sf^p** 
pers  were  then  entdng  down  the  palisades,  aad  removing 
the  abbirtis  of  the  redoubt  to  he  attaeked  De  YiomeniU 
in  a  load  voiee  proelaimed  the  triamph  of  the  Amerioaot, 
aad  direeted  his  grenadiers  (o  advaaee.  Here  resistaiief^ 
was  greater.  The  redoubt  was  defended  by  a  lieutenant 
Colonel,  with  120  men.  Sneh,  however,  were  the  ardor 
and'intrepidity  of  the  assailants,  that  the  redoubt  was  quleki* 
ly  earried.  In  killed  and  woaaded,  De  YiomeniPs  loss  a* 
mounted  to  nearly  100.  E^hteen  of  the  enemy  were  kUled» 
and  42  made  prisoners.  The  eommandant'  ese^>ed»  wHh 
the  rest  of  the  Garrison.— -Emulation  extended  to  labour,  ' 

as  well  as  to  military  atddevement.  Before  ^  light,  the 
two  redoubts  laken  from  the  enemy,  were  in^uded  in  (ho 
second  parallel.  In  the  eoarse  of  the  next  day,  some  how* 
itdeers  were  plaeed  in  them,  aad  their  fire  turned  on  the 
besieged. 

In  the  orders  of  that  day,  the  Commander  in  Chief  ap* 
phmded,  in  very  flattering  terms,  the  jndieious  dispositions, 
and  gallant  eonduet  of  La  Fayetle  and  Yiomenil,  as  well 
as  the  spirit  and  firmness  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  the  double  attack.  He  thus  concluded  this  military  W 
mage  :  ^  The  General  refioets  with  the  highest  degree  of 
^  pleasure  on  the  eonftdenee  which  the  troops  of  the  two 
'<  nations  must  hereafter  have  in  each  other.  Assured  of 
<<  mntaal  support,  he  is  oonvmced  there  is  no  danger  they 
^<  will  not  cheerfully  encounter ;  no  difficulty  which  tiiey  will 
**  not  bravely  overcome." 

By  the  taking  of  these  two  redoubts,  the  fate  of  Cornwall 
lis  was  in  reali^  decided.  In  a  letter  which  he  then  wrote 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  he  representod  his  situation  as  so  des- 
perate, that  the  fleet  and  army  ought  not  to  run  any  extra- 
ordinary hazard  fW  his  relief!  IJearly  all  his  guns  were 
silenced  ;  the  old  batteries  of  the  besiegers  alone,  were  able 
to  eompkte  his  ruin ;  and  those  of  their  second  parallel 
wonld  soon  be  ready  to  play  on  his  half  demolished  works. 
In  this  eriris,  he  attempted,  at  least,  to  procrastinate  the 

ordered  every  man  iii  the  redoubt  to  be  put  to  the  sword,  after  the  sur^ 
render.  Although  the  irritation,  for  the  late  barbarities  of  the  enemy  i» 
Coimecticut,  was  keen  and  deep,  yet  such  order  never  was  given,  nor  of 
cnune  apjiroved.  Golonel  Hamilton  has  positively  contradicted  the  fact; 
and  Chier  Justice  Marshall,  who  sedulously  examined  General  Washing- 
ton's papers  to  ascertain  this  point,  found  no  vestige  of  the  alledged  ordS. 
Washington  and  La  Fayette  always  united  humanity  with  courage.  Thc^ 
lAwmyt  opposed  UDnecesiary  effusion  of  blood. 


M»  HlfiTOBT  tn? 

CRAP,  eipekka  MtuifMflkt.    Agtit^ttim^  fmU^iim  i« 
XIX.     pfirallelt  vhioh  ver^  mm  n^ftriy  finkhedf^  aai  ^  eflbel  o( 
^  whteh  miist  pr«?e  de^Mve,  a  Mrtie  mt  tlupoe  lnmA!«d  «ri 

^""^'"^'^^  iiftymeiiy  uoder  lieutenant  Ootoiel  Abarerombie^  mdi* 
^^1      Feeted.    AlM><er«ttiUe  Cupined  this  party  iaie  ivo  detaeh- 
inents^  wlii^»  sally inc  forth  a  Kttle  VSore  d^r-break,  e«s 
o^:^^^^  1&  ritd  both  batteries  with  very  little  km;  baCthietueeea 
was  nomentary ;  tUegnards  from  the  treaohes  mmw  drove 
baek  the  enemy  to  their  lines  f4fae  eoMion  hastily  sfikad 
was  again  rendered  servioeaMt  $  and  saeh  was  the  Mas- 
try  of  the  conbiaed  troops^  that,  tawavds  theokee  of  the 
ttfteraooa,  the  whrie  parallel  and  the  batteries  were  eoai* 
pfetody  so  as  to  threaten  the  British  works  with  utter  nia 
on  the  succeeding  day.    No  part  of  the  whole  hostile  froirt 
eonM  now  shew  a  single  gaa^  and  seareoly  aqr  sheHs  n» 
ftHdaedin  the  besieged  pkaee. 
cJ^wlo^'       In  this  extremity,  Lord  l3omwaffis  fbnsed  the  bold»  but 
attemputo  hopeless  d«ii|$n  to  attempt  aa  oseape  ott  the  GloMaster  salew 
eM^eoD     His  inteMM  was  to  abandon  his  baggaoe*  and  leas«  ba- 
Gi^tt^t^  hind  a  deta^ment  to  capitulate  for  the  loyalists  and  the 
'  siekand  wounded*    Already  he  had  prepared  a  letter  ftr 
General  Washington  on  that  subject.    Uentenaat  tJidaBel 
Johnson  was  selected  to  manage  the  isitetided  rapitalatisa 
Corowallis  himself  oontempla^  to  cross  over  to  Glauees- 
ter  Point,  in  the  course  of  the  n^ht,  with  the  fleww  of  hii 
army.    Before  l^eak  of  day,  De  Choisy^s  bloekading  eorps 
was  to  be  attackfMl  by  the  whole  British  Siree.    dwawsd- 
Us  eonlldently  relied  on  tiie  defi^at  of  that  001^^     S^siag 
on  the  horses  of  the  French  cavalry,  he  wouU  ^  eaaUcd 
to  nM)unt  part  of  his  troops,  and  to  aeeelerale  his  retreaC 
^  Other  horses  would  be  coUected  on  the  route,  and  the  whole 
British  infantry  ultimately  nonwted.    Moving  witk  rapi* 
dity,  and  leaving  his  destination  uacertaio,  until  he  tsms 
opposite  to  the  fords  of  the  great  rivers,  he  intended  aad- 
d^nly  to.  shape  ht9  course  to  the  Northward,  in  the  expec- 
tation that  the  efforts  made  to  intercqrt  him  would  ohAe|% 
be  towards  the  South*    He  would  then  force  his  wuy  to 
New-York,  through  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Jer- 
seys.   II1C  eom^eption  v^tts  great ;  but  its  issue,  depeodhig 
on  a  multitude  of  remote  and  abrupt  eontinffenciaa,  was 
highly  problematicaK    Yet,  a  ray  of  hope  ilTuttinod  llw 
prospect ;  whereas,  on  the  dde  of  Yoriu  all  was  al^'muif 
,  and  gloomy.    Comwallis,  therefore,  did  not  hesitate  ia 

grasping  this  last  resource ;  but  fortune  had  determined 
that  York  should  witness  the  grand  Catastrophe  of  the 
war. 

Under  various  pretences^  boats  were  prepared,  whose  ro* 
al  destination  was  to  receive  the  troops  at  ten  o'doek  at 
aigiii,  in  order  10  convey  them  ovej*  to  Gloucester  Poial. 
The  necessary  arrangements  were  nnMle  with  the  utmoat  aa* 
orecy ;  and,  at  the  appointed  hour,  the  light  iafimtty,  tlie 


#ere  •mbsrkeiU  imhI^  put  io  ivioli#n  for  the  CHoueester  viito^     XUU 
irlieit  tte  wcaft^ery  hhlMrto  moderate  «mI  ealm,  saddeolf ' 
ebmiged  te  a  violeot  atorm.    Borne  of  the  boat«  safetf  ^■■■■""■^ 
reaehed  the  intended  poittt ;  the  rest  weve  drWen  Iqr  the      i)Mi 
ftiry  of  the  wiod^  eoiHiderably  htAnw  the  towti.  ^  'flie  feree 
ef  Iromwallfo  wiui  now  di^rhted,  and  his  meditlited  eseape*  Bat  cannot 
etterl J  infrraetieable.    The  wfairte  forenoon  was  empii^ed  succeed, 
in  eotleetiiig  the  ditperted  boatB^  aed  brtngfaig  bkok  the 
first  division  of  the  troops*  ^ 

fa  the  tnean  whiter  theaew  bittteriesef  the  besiegers  had  P^tpb^  17. 
been  epened*  and  aeted  with  great  fbroe  and<e4lbotv  Tb# 
British  defenees  were  rapidly  sinking  under  their  ire ;  aoA 
a  few  hoars  more  erideirtiy  woidd  render  the  plaee  nnfte^ 
aahle.  SIdkness  and  fatigue  had  eonsidepably  weakefeied  ~ 
the  gairrisen :  ne  hope  of  liniely  sneoonr  remained ;  and 
an  aaffsuU^  the  sneeess  of  whieh  was  not  donhtfnl  in  the  pre* 
sent  pestore  of  tilings,  must  be  hourly  expected^  nnless  an*^ 
f ieipated  by  a  prompt  surrender.  Lord  CornwalUtf,  ae^ 
eordingly  beat  a  pdrlf^,  nbovti  ten  in  the  ibr6tieon9*>  and 
proposed  a  eessj^ion  of  tioi^ltties  for  tki  hours.  Cemmis^ 
woners  appointed  by  eaeh  side  were  to  meet  at  M^.  Moored 
ho>ttse9  in  the  rear  of  the  Arstjparaflelt  and  settle  tortus  fiMP 
the  suit*eoder  of  the  posts  or  Torts'  and  Qioucestei^.  •'^JTo 
this  proposal  the  Commander  in  Chief  immedialfely'*  an^ 
swered  tliat  ^  an  anient  desire  to  save  the  effusion*^  hn- 
man  bloody  would  readily  ineline  him  to  listen  to  siibliF  terms 
for  the  proposed  snrremiery  as  were  admissible^*^  4lelie^ 
pal  refleetions-on  the  eontingeneies  of  wan  and  the  obMioss 
policy  of  promptitude  and  decision  in  the  present  crisis^  in^ 
dneed  Wadhingtoa  to  grant  only  ^<  a  suspension  of  hostilt^ 
ties  for  two^toHrs,  previons  to  the  meeting  of  the  eotttiMkf^ 
flionersy  during  whioh  the  proposals  of  his  liordshipr  tndghi 
be  transmitted  in  writing*^  In  his  raplf  9  Coniwallis  pro- 
posed a  liasn  whieh  di4l  not  appesir  ealeulated  to  create 
rnnoh  difllenity^  or  dday :  and  the  eiBpeusion  ofhodtiUttiss 
was  prolonged  for  the  night.    Washington,  tiie  ne^^vionfr^  18. 

iftg,  proposed  sn^h  terras  as  he  was  willing  to  grant-^--<kmi- 
missioners  were  immediate^  appointed  to  throw  theta  into  j^f  |?  ®*"''^" 
the  usual  form.    These  were,  on  the  pai*t  of  the  lAUes,  the  ^[^rend^ 
▼iseouttt  De  NoaHies  and  Lieutenant  -Colonel  Lavrens^  with  his 
and,  on  the  sideof  tlie  Britilth,  Colonel  Dundss  and  Majotf  wholeAnny. 
Itoss.    The  Commissioners  met ;  but  could  not  agree  "de- 
finitiveiy  on  the  terms  of  the  eapitulatiem    A  rou^ 

*  Fooryean  before,  on  tke  17th  of  October,  also,  Burgo^ne  hid  sarreob 
dered  lib  ftrmy  at  Saratoga. 

t  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that,  while  Colonel  Laurens  m^  tbx|^ 
drawing  up  the  articles  of  a  capitulation,  bv  which  a  large  Britisa  utXKT 
betame  prisoners,  fais  Mter^was  confined  in  the  Towerof  London. 
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CB^P;  iNraght  only  muf  tilerefere,  prepta«d,  to  W  OTbmitti*i# 
XDL  the  respeetive  Crenerais.  Impatieiit  of  a  Mmj  whiek  m%ht 
prove  fattilf  WastdngtOD  oaused  this  droii^t  t4i  he  fiiirijr 
trahioribedf  and,  oan^  io  the  fluorotng  of  the  Ifdkf  mmi  it 
to  Lord  Corawallht  ,with  a  letter  expremag  hk  expeelali* 
oa  that  the  artietety  sueh  a»  they  ttood^  should  be  (dgaed  hf 
eleveo,  and  that  thetroopt  lo  bosurreodered  woold  by dova 
their  arms  at  two  ja  the  afteraooa.  feasible  thatfaHber 
eoatetitioQ  would  be  f ruitleesf  Lord  Cerawattia  ifliiBe4&a(lo- 
\y  signified  his  ultimate  asseat. 
October.  ^^  whole  sutTeadeT  was  made  to  ik»  eomimed  fisrecs 
of  Amerioa^and  Franee.  The  land  troops,  the  artyjeiy^ 
ArmSf  aecioutroments,  military  ehest^  aiid  pahlie  storea  of 
eTory  dewraination^  were  surrendered  to  General  Wash* 
ing^M^;  the  ships,  seamem  and  marines  to  Adaurai  De 
Oras^e.  The  ^Idiers,  aecompanied  by  a  duo  propordoa 
of  theii  offieetSf  were  to  remain  in  Yirginiat  Marylud^  and 
PeoBsyliraDia.  Th«  general,  staff  and  other  ofieert  aoi  ap- 
pointed to  remaia  with  the  troops,  were  permitted  to  go  oa 
parole  to  Europe^  to  New- York,  or  aay  other  British  mari- 
time  port.  Strenuous  were  the  efforts  of  Lord  Comval- 
fis  to  obtain  that  the  British  army  should  be  sent  toEurc^e, 
on  oooflitjon  of  not  serring  eithcnr  against  Franoe  or  Am- 
rlt^  .a^til  exebanged^  'I'luls  was  peremptorily  refiiaed. 
Another  point  for  whieh  the  British  iieaeral  warmly  • 
tM(kMl,«  but  in  eontondiag  for  whieh  he  was  equally  i 
eessfol^  was,  the  seenrity  of  suith  Amerieans  as  had  ^ 
ib»  British  Stan^rd.  With  this  suhjeet,  properly  hekmg- 
h^jta' the  civil  authority,  the  Commander  in  Cbidrfbrfaone 
to  interfere*  A  stipulation  was^  however,  made,  whieh 
eitaUM  Lord  €ornwallis  to  extrieate  those  loyalists  who 
v^eve  m^st  obnoxious  to  their  oountrymen,  and  would  bava 
b^eti  ,#xp#aed  tp  imminent  danger.  It  waft  agreed  that  the 
BonneCta  sloop  of  war,  whieh  was  to  earry  dispatehes  to 
Ne^w- York»  should  be  allowed  to  pass  unexamined,  aad  aa 
osylum  was  thus  provided  for  those  eulpabio^  but  uaforta* 
[  nate  persona. 

Boside  a  numerous  eaptit e  army,  a  large  train  of  artil- 
L  f  r ;  lery,  mostly  of  brass,  together  with  an  immense  quantity 
'  firarms/amiHunition,   warlike  stores, and  provisioos,  feU 
^  into  tb^  honds^of  the  eonf|uerors.    To  the  Freneh,  one  fri- 
gate, two  ships  of  war  o(  twenty  guas,  several  transports 
and  other  vessels,   were  surrendered.    Offieers  were  al* 
lowed  to  retain  their  side  arms.    Both  officers  and  soldiers 
remained  in  possession  of  their  hag^ge  and  effeets  ;  bat 
all  property  taken  in  the  country,  and  found  in  the  hands 
.of  the  garrison^  was  liable  to  be  reclaimed. 

With  a  retrospective  eye  to  the  capitulation  of  Charles- 
ton, the  Commander  in  Cliief  demanded  that  the  garriboa 
«houtd  advance  from  the  town  with  colours  uncased,  ami 
drums  beating  either  a  British  or  a  Gernian  march  j  and 
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Qenonl  JUvQoln  wiii  ideetod  to  pre^Me  of er  Aft  «fveoMi^ 
uy  of  the  BriiLsb  troops^  grounding  their  arms.  This  vras 
pef formedat  two  o^eloek,  on  the  ±9iiu  CorawalUs^  though 
be  had  forfeited  no  part  of  his  character  as  an  able  and 
bra^eematBander^  felt  too  deeply  hombled  and  mortiiiefK 
to  i^pear  before  his  eonquerQjm*  Ue  seereted  himself 
from  their  view  ;  and  theeaplive  army  eame  out  of  Yorl^ 
led  by  Cveaeral  O'flara.  On  one  side  of  the  road,  was  GOf* 
neval  Washingtoo^  tju«rroiinded  by  his  staflT;  on  the  othery 
GouBt  De  Roehambeau,  with  a  fimiiar  retinue.  OVlara 
mistook  the  Coant  for  the  American  Cooimander  in  Chief; 
but  noon  poreeivtng  hiserrar,  respeetfuUy  turned  to  Wash* 
uigtoDy  apologized  for  bis  mistake^  and  for.  (he  absenee'  of 
CorawaUisf  and  requested  his  further  orders.  With  mU 
'Her  like  oourtesy^  the  American  Chief  relieved  his  enibar-* 
FAflameiity  and  referred  him  to  General  Lincoln,  to  whom 
the  reft  of  the  oeremony  had  been  assigned.* 

The  post  on  the  Glooee^ter  side  was  surrendered  nearly 
at  the  same  tjme«  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarlelon  had  late- 
^  asaumed  the  command  of  that  post*  Dundas  having;  been 
Saiftiid  neeessary  on  the  South  side  of  the  river.  Whether 
ma  aeeosingeonsetousoess  of  the  sanguinary  enormities  <^ 
hia  eorpsy  enormities  in  wbieh  lie  bad  himKeif  but  loo  con« 
.ipiouoosly  pjartioipated*  secretly  agitated  Tarleton's  mind  f 
whetiier  {his  alarms  had  been  exeited  by  information  which 
the  general  teniper  oCtlie  country  did  not  authorize ;  the 
eommaader  of  the  British  JjCgioOf  before  the  surre nder, 
waited  on  General  De  Choisy»  and  imparted  fo  him  theap- 
l^rehensiojas  which  he  bad  been  taught  to  entertain  for  his 
personal  safetyt  should  he  be  placed  in  the  power  of  the 
Aofieriean  militia.  He  aeeordiogly  requested  efficient  pro* 
teetion  against  those  outrages  which  he  erroneously  anti- 
olpa4ed.w  To  this  request,  De  Choisy  readily  assented. 
The  legion  of  the  Duke  De  Lauzun,  and  Mercer^s  eorps^ 
were  seleeted  to  receive  Tarleton^s  submission,  and  the  rc- 
aidue  of  the  allied  detiaekment  did  m^t  even  witness  the 
Bceae#  The  character  of  Tarleton  was,  no  doubt,  calcula- 
ted to  call  forth  indignant  feeling :  but  the  Yirgiuia  nuli* 
tia  deeply  and  habitually  respected  the  laws  of  humanity 
and  the  rules  of  civilized  war.  To  evince  the  courteous 
and  liberal  spirit  of  tlie  allies^  and  their  generosity  towards 
their  prisoners,  it  is  sufficient  to  read  what  Lord  Comwal- 
lis  himself  wrote  soon  after  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  :  **  the 
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•  Total  of  prisoners,  7,073, 

Rank  and  file,  -        -     5,9(53, 

Fit  for  diity,        -      -        -     4,017, 
Killed,  wounded,  priaoners'^ 
and  missing,  during  the  >    S52y 
siege,  3 

Guns,  106,  of  which  75  were  brass. 


BESIEGERS. 

Continentals, 

.5,500 

French,        -         -        - 

7,000 

Militia,        ^         •        . 

3,500 

16,000 
Killed  and  wounded  during  >       «qq 
thesi^^about  > 


csft  msTDKroF 

CBAK   tmrtlM^^4iJlwilel«^,«^^lkL^Mpa*l^  t^ 
X1X#      ccived  f Ann  ^  caemy,  miioo  our  siimiMier»  hM  fw»  pct»- 
feetly  good  and  proper ;  but  the  kiii4«MB,  and  attanCiM 
mmmmm  Oai  baTe  been  «hewa  to  ub  by  the  Frweli  eflkers  to  partly 
^^^      eular,  Iheip  deltoiUe  seHsibUity  af  oar  siiaathMiH  their  f^a- 
*^"      aeroiis  aad  premng  •tkn  of  aiaaey^  both  paWie  aad  ^i*. 
Tata,  to  any  aiaoaat,  bos  reaUy  goae  heyouA  irtat  I  on  paa- 
aibly  desoribe,  and  will,  I  bope,  makoao  impfemoo  oa  ikm 
breast  of  every  British  olBeeiv  wheaeTer  the  fortwieof  war 
ihouid  put  any  of  then  iataour  power/'— Ai  ♦▼ent  a^  fan- 
portanC  in  itself,  aad  likely  to  be  attended  with  effi»ets  «a^ 
deeiaively  beneficial,  exalted  in  eirery  breast,  cftiatloas  af 
l^ely  joy  and  of  deep  gratitude  towairds  a  betiisa  previa 
denee,  and  towards  tliose  who,  ander  that  prarideaee,  had 
been  instrumental  in  eapturing  a  formidable  iMslileanityf 
aad,  it  was  hoped,  in  deterauniag,  by  that  means,  the  fiite 
of  a  long,  diffiaultf  ami  fluetuatin;;  war,  for  the  el)|eets 
dearest  and  most  valnable  to  individuals  and  to  natioas*  U- 
lerty  and  tndqieadeae^.    The  Commander  in  Chief,  in  hit 
Ordo^of  the  Mth,  eoogratulated  the  army  on  the  gtotioiii 
issue  of  the  siege. — AdveKing  to  the  namerous  attd  p#wer» 
ful  fleet,  aad  to  the  gallant  and  (^son  troops',  osBt  by  Franeo 
to  eoHiperate  with  tl>i0  defen^rs  of  Ameriea,  he  rnpream* 
ted  them  as  eoovineing  pteclges  of  tlie  fiiendsbip  of  hia  aiiast 
Christian  Majesty  to  tlie  United  States;  aad  added  :*^  itk 
owing  to  lliat  assistaoee  that  we  have  obtained  so  sga^  a 
'   vietory  as  the  present.^    To  Count  Oe  lioeliambeaa  finr 
his  eounsel  and  aid ;  to  the  Baron  De  Viomeail,  the  €lio* 
waller  De  Chastellux,  tlie  Marquis  De  Ht,  tHfiioti,  the 
Count  De  Viuvaenil,  and  the  BHgadier  Cikmeral  Be.  Chiwsy, 
£sr  the  gallant  manner  in  whl^  they  had  promolefil  theia* 
ierest  of  the  common  cause,  the  l^umamter  ia  Chief  re- 
turned his  warmest  acknowledgements.    The  troops  mder 
the  command  of  Roohambeau,  largely  shared  in  the  ap- 
|ilause  whi(ili  he  liestowed  on  the  whole  army,    'llie  regi- 
inents  of  Agenois  and  Duexponts  were  presented  with  the 
two  pieces  of  ^Killery  taken  t^  them  in  the  redoubt  wbieh 
they  had  stormed  on  the  14th.  Mi^r  tieneral  Lineohi,  De 
La  Fayette,  and  8teuben,  the  General  of  the  front  gate. 
Colonel  Carney,  General  Riiox  and  Colonel  fVAfobevilie  of 
the  artillery,  were  mentioned  in  terms  of  hlgliest  aad  best 
merited  praise.    The  brave  and  patriotic  Melsotf^  and  h» 


•  The  Vritcr  has  often  heard  it  related  of  Governor  Nelsoii,  th«t,ciuriii|^ 
Ihesifc^  v)b»erving'  liis  house  uninjured  by  tlie  artillery  of  the  American 
i>atten(  ■»  iie  enquired  into  the  cause.  A  respect  for  his  property,  wis  as- 
signed. Nelson,  whose  derotion  to  the  common  cause  was  ardent  and  tm- 
bounded,  requested  that  the  Hrtillerists  would  not  spare  hia  hoose  more 
than  any  other,  especially  as  he  knew  it  to  be  occupied  by  the  pnncipal 
Officers  of  the  British  army.  Two  pieces  were  accordinglT  pointed  a* 
gainst  it.    The  fiiststK>t  went  through  the  house,  Slid  luUed  two  of  A  lai^^e 
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giOlmliiiititift^Jiiidy  ptrll^  CRAP. 

■0g6  tiios  [Mad  ta  ibeTiDtorioits  army,  wbo«e  fatigueB  and     XIX* 

4ftf^r9  they  had  emaloualy  iikared.-*-To  spread  the  gene*  

fal  jojriii  aU  hearts,  Washington  direeted  that  those  of  (he  «■■"■* 
arm;*  who  were  then  held  ander  arrest,  should  be  pardoned,  ^»g| 
set  at  liberty,  and  re-anneied  to  their  respective  eorps.  With 
piau» gratitude  to  the  supreme  ruler  of  events,  whose  con- 
tmuling  power  be  ever  bore  in  mind*  the  Communder  in< 
Chief  thus  eoaelnded :  *<  Divine  serviee  shall  be  performed 
«<  to  morrow  in  tlie  different  brigades  and  divisions*  The 
^  Comomnder in  Cliief  reeommeads  to  ail  the  troops  that  are 
^  not  upon  duty  to  assist  at  it  with  a  serious  deportment, 
^aftd  that  seasibility  of  heart,  whieh  the  reeolleotion  of 
^ihe  surprising  and  partioolar  interposition  of  provideneo 
^  in  our  fl^rour,  elaims/' 

The^  relief  promised  by  Sir  H.  Clinton  was  so  long  de- 
layed, as  to  render  it  totally  unavMliag.  The  fleet,  eon- 
Sisting  of  125  sail  of  the  line,  two  50  gun  ships  and  8  frigates^ 
eommanded  by  Admiral  Digby,  and  having  on  board  7000 
•f  Hm  best  British  troops,  lieaded  by  General  Clinton  him« 
self,  appeared  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia  on  the  ^th.— « 
There  intelligenee  was  reeeived  of  the  fate  of  Lord  Coi*a« 
WttUis.  To  aseertaan  this  intelligenee,  orij^inally  vague 
waaA  nnsatisfaetory,  tlie  British  Admiral  and  Sir  Henry  con« 
ilnued  near  the  entranee  of  the  Chesapeak.  until  the  29th. 
«^The  Freneh  ibet,  satisiM  with  the  late  important  at- 
eUevoment,  iM  not  quit  its  iweure  station.  The  British 
artfiament  therefore  retamed  to  New  York,  without  even 
a  skirmisk.* 

Sueh  was  the  issue  of  those  operations  in  Virginia,  which 
were  to  have  beenfoUowetl  by  a  decisive  eampaign,  by  the 
eonquest  of  aU  the  Boathern  Slates !  Vain  expectation ! 
Infatuated  hope  { — At  York«  was  demonstrated  the  utter 
impraetieability  of  subduing  Ameriea.  Comwallis  bad 
teen  her  most  formidable  enemy.  His  matchless  activity, 
•pl^^id  talents,  and  enterprizing  spirit,  threatened  to  o- 
¥ereoma  even  the  vigor  ami  pertinaeity  ot  her  resistance. 
Bio  trianqihant  maroh  over  400  miles  on  the  sea-eoast,  and 
MO  miles  to  the  westward,  bad  spreail  a  chill  of  apprchen* 
ston,  whieh  did  not,  imieed,  extinguish,  but  repressed,  in 
t  degree^  the  saered  flame  of  liberty,  and  the  spirit  of 


eowpanyof  OflKcew,  then  indulgii^  in  the  pleasures  of  the  table.     Other 
balls  a^QQ  dUlodgcd,  the  hostile  tenants.   ^ 

*  The  letter  which  Lord  Comwallis  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  ac- 
quaint  him  with  his  tlisaster,  and  in  which  he  stated  the  causes  of  that 
iUBaater  m  such  a  manner  as  to  inculpate  the  British  Commander  m  Chief, 
who  was  evidenUy  answerable,  produced  a  diflerence  between  thero, 
which  was  followed  by  an  appeal  to  the  public.  Their  letters,  &c.  hare 
been  collected  into  an  interesting^  volume,  under  the  title  of  •*  Clinton  and 
C9nmaUiM"^^ta  which  the  reader  it  referred. 
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CHAP.   aii8ortlii«eUmes.  "  «  wMom^f  ever, happ«wdl»&r^ 
Sx.     Bays  Ramsay,  "  tliat  an  army  led  through  a  foreig«  ewn- 
•  JTSyVtrM^onsWepable a disUmeefrom  their  owa,ain«K 

*  ,  "r-  «  a  Jcople  of  different  prineiplw,  c«8tj6m«.  '«|^^«~ 

*''«*      «  ionf  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  French  army,  it 

««  must  be  acknowledged  that,  in  the  space  of  three  yean, 

b^"-  «  rrongS  Various  pa?^«f  the  United  8tat«,there^^ 

S-^      «  was  a  complaint  bwoght  against  them  by  *l»e  «to««. 

v*^     *  S*  ntmoSt  harmoBy  prevailed  both  betwew.  the  -Ilfcj 

«  armies,  the  troops  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty^ -i 

«  the  inhabitants.    NaUons  long  accustomed  to  the  frewt 

«  wcial  intercourse,  could  not  haTC  been  on  a  more  &«»«. 

« ly  ftoUng,  than  the  French  and  Americans,  thmgh  m  fern 

«  fears  bcFore  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  reviirMf,  te^ 

« tine  and  flgbting  with  each  other."— Admiral  D«  Gr«« 

JlrSTS:  sifflSfor  th!  wJt.Indie8,  and  Gcnend  Wa*i«|J»^bj^ 

w^toL«  on  the  termination  of  the  war  ^l/^T^f  ™*^**.Sf*TS 

rraaired  to  Philadelphia,  to  eonccrt  with  Congress,  the  plan 

S'STewdng  campaign.    The  Marquis  Ue  I^F«yt-»^ 

-"^"  Sil^ii^'ot  f'SS^icJf pSSETlhSetjfS^'S 

*-=^    SMyt?.r5.*.;ireffieMyser«^^^ 

'        rope,  where  his  influence  conUmicd  to  be  .««»>«Jff2 
luccesBfally  exerted  for  the  interest  of  Aroenoa.    He  had 

Ken  ?he  hero  of  liberty  in  the  Western  world  ;  hei« 

d^ii  toheltB  marty/in  the  E«2"  "t^^^aTtf 
both  possessing  the  admiration  and  the  symparthj  tT 

Biankind. 


APPENDIX. 


[  No.  1.  ]  , 

Copy  ofLm'd  Duttmore^s  orders,  to  the  MMa  CiMttiru. 
R  being  requisite  to  raise  a  body  of  men  in  this  county,  for  the  immediate 
pBOtectioQ  of  the  liveii&nd  properties  of  HbMajesty'aloval  subjects,  inhabi- 
tanU  thereof  now  exposed  to  the  lawless  violence  of  those  who  are  medi- 
tating their  destruction,  and  that  of  the  most  excellent  Constitution,  under 
which  they  liave  hitherto  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  tranquility  ;  I  require 
of  you,  therefore,  to  call  together  at  the  most  convenient  place,  the  Com- 
pany of  Militia  under  your  command,  on  Monday  the  27th  inst.and  drai^t 
out  of  it  15  voung  men,  or  more,  capable  to  bear  arms,  to  sen'e  as  soldiers 
fbr  six  months,  and  send  them  with  a  list  of  their  names,  to  me  in  Nor* 
fi^  on  or  before  Wednesday  next  foUowiitg.  And,  although  this  measure 
is  adopted  merely  for  their  own  defence,  1  am  willing,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  such  persons,  to  allow  them  the  same  pay  and  provisions  which 
His  Mniestr's  troops  now  have,  with  one  j^ineaand  a  crown  bounty-mo- 
ney, in  hand  paid  to  them  ;  and  good  clothing,  viz — a  coat,  wautcoat,  bree- 
ches and  a  hat,  which  you  are  hereby  authorised  to  assure  them  of  Being 
also  desirous  to  study  the  Inclinations,  together  with  the  interests  of  the 
people  umler  my  government,  you  are  desired  to  return  me  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  you  think  are  proper  to  serve  as  Oificers»  and  are  agreea- 
ble to  the  persons  they  are  to  command — Given  under  my  hand  onboard 
the  William,  the  24th  day  of  November,  1775. 

To  Captain  ——*—-.    In  his  absence  to  tii*  Ideutenani. 


[  No.  3.  ] 

-I  c€pif  t/ihe  (kah,  extorted  Jrom  the  People  o/Mrfolk  and  Princess-Jnne 
by  Lord  Thmmore. 
We,  the  faihabitants  of———,  being  fuUy  sensible  of  the  errors  and 
guilt  into  which  this  Colony  has  been  misled,  imder  colour  of  seeking  re^ 
dress  of  grievances,  and  that  a  set  of  iactioas  men,  styling  themselves  Com* 
mittees,  Coaventions  and  Congresses,  have  violently,  and  under  various 
pretences  usurped  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers  of  government, 
and  are  tfaerel)/  endeavoring  to  overturn  our  most  happy  Constitution,  and 
have  incurred  th^piUt  of  actual  rebellion  against  our  ihost  Gracious  So- 
vereign :  We  have  therefore,  taken  an  Oath,  abjuring  their  authority,  and 
solemnly  promising,  in  the  presence  of  Almigh^  God,  to  bear  faith  and 
true  allegiance  to  his  sacred  Majesty,  George  111  {  and  that^e  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  and  ability,  support,  maintain  and  defend  his  crown 
and  dignity,  against  all  traitorous  attempts  and  conspiracies  whatever.— 
And  whereas  armed  bodies  of  men  are  collected,  in  various  parts  of  this 
Colony,  without  any  legal  authority,  we  wish  them  to  be  informed,  that 
however  unwilling  we  should  be  to  shed  the  blood  of  oar  countrymen,  we 
must,  in  discliarge  of  our  duty  to  God  and  the  Kin^,  and  in  support  of 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our  country,  oppose  their  marching  into  this 
county,  where  their  coming  oan  answer  no  good  end,  but,  oa  the  contra- 
ry, must  expose  us  to  the  ravages  and  horrors  of  a  civil  war ;  and  for  that 
purpose,  we  are  determined  to  take  advantage  of  our  happy  situation,  and 
will  defend  the  passes  into  our  county  and  nei^borhooa,  t%  the  last  dro^ 
of  our  blood. 


rKo.s.  1 

Jhuiruetiomghen  by  the  Committee  of  Safity,  lb  Col  Woo^oriL 
,  Sl&-^Witli  your  r^[^p^A,  ml  the  5  ocnip«iilie»  of  mimitie  -men,  friA 


AFnStBO^ 


ArwMMtnu    IIm  Cfifpippcr  b>ttiBflii»  ycfn  tm  to  niftrdi  towiMnli  VmfiMc*  mm 

you  bare  iiw)nii«d  yaanmaf  all  nccesiuy  eircumstaneet,  by  enquirf  of 
Colonel  Hutcblqgs  and  other  pentlcnicn  in  whom  7011  can  ^ace  coiMesec^ 


you  will  ftz  on  an  coeainpmcnt,  haying  regard  nitonftifktr  tfungi*  to  the 
convenience  of  winter-moteftt  trfaleh  tfie  ftiftbachm^  icaaon  nakca  n^ 
cesaanr,  andf^idi  wo  na^  «]|peinted  Cofenel  Sotchngs,  Mr.  Mathew 
i^odwm,  Mr.  James  Nicholioa  and  Ifr.  Jamea  Mandcn,  a  Committee  «» 
provide  for  you. 

Two  convpaniea  of  minute  men,  tbVulerly  taken  into  p^,  one  aider  tiie 
eanunand  ot  Captain  Joaiah  Parker,  atatidned  at  Smithfield,  and  the  other 
mider  the  commtmd  of  Captain  Mathewa^  now  ot  his  Uevtenant,  iitideiifil 
at  Kemp's  Lsndmf  ,  yoa  will  «lso  take  uslder  yonr  csntnmand,  and  direct 
tlieir  opera^tfonBytcoilUnutn^theix^  preterit  &tatxm8,o^'ehfligJlMr  them,  mats 
%t)ti  i^li  seioh  most  convenient.  Tba  have  tSUo  power  to  cbn  in  the  ft^^ 
4^  sidbfaiRy  cmnpinfes  of  mhtote-inen  dt  tniliua.  whldi  the  tsS^eacyft 
Itflkit^  imy,iti  your  ind^ent,  render  tkeetaiaoiftpr^  notice  thereorto 
%he  Coftmitteie  of  Sai^,  and  die  commaddhi^Ower  ftt  Williamthurspift 
Wc  ovdihonoebf  Convdntlon  dh'ects. 

tbu  loce  to  use  your  best  ehdbivoi^  fyr  pitptectlne  and  de^enUni^  ttt 
tosons  and  pr6^)erties  c^atl  friends  to  the  cansfe  of  Ani^ica,  ind  to  <tt 
ml,  y  Ittack,  kUl,  t>r  cdptivtte  alt  such  as  you  diaQ  diacov^er  to  be  m 
luMs  nr  the  annoyiiq^  of  those  perMlhSy  itf  iiCr  as  you  shaS  judge  it  pru^ 
10  eugkge  iiieiu. 

You  wH  use  eVety  itottans  hi  yt3ttr  potr^  ihr  stopping:  sU  oonuimmcsiS* 
im  of  ihtieTli^enoe  and  suppRes  ofproceisions,  to  the  enemies  of  Amcrka 
hi  Horfblk  x>r  Portsmouth,  and  mOt^  no  persons  to  pass  toid  repass  thi- 
nner, wh^o^,  Upon  Examination,  yoa  shah  suspect  to  be  inimicju :  more 
bstrtfoularly  you  ^all  st^  and  detain  all  daves,  who  may  so  attempt  lo 
pass ;  if  m  nms,  to  proceed  iBfruimrt  them  uicx^rdiog  to  the  rales  of  wa^ 
otberwhre  to  seiid  l!heiki  to  ttiiit  maaters  Mi>^  our  iHends»  or  dispose  cf 
thetn  «B  prtid^ce  tnay  direct 

There  im^  be  many  persons  m  those  totalis,  or  near  ^em,  who  n^  "be 
nfraid  in  their  present  aituatioh,  ejBposed  to  the  vengeance  ofthe  K«vy,  lo 
declare  theh'i^a  sentimehts.  We  thhik,  tbereTore,  that  all  Haae  ^o  will 
continue  peaceable,  giving  no  assistance  or  intell^ence  to  our  enemies, 
nor  attempting  to  annoy  your  troopK,  or  injure  our  friends,  may  for  the 
present  remain  unmolested  ;  those  Tories  and  others  who  take  an  active 
part  ai^nst  us,  must  be  considered  as  enemies  t  your  own  humanity  and 
discretion  will,  howerer,  prevent  the  wanto^  dasMfe  or  dcstnetioB  of  ai^ 
person's  property  whatsoever. 

It  n  io^poayiblc^  and  as  we  repose  i^rcat  confidence  in  yotr  jodfiwiit 
mid  discretion,  unnecessary,  to  point  out  the  particulars  of  vour  conduct  t 
In  general,  we  wish  you  to  oe  attentive  to  the  force  and  sDotiew  ^thcene^ 
"toy,  and  act  offensively  or  defensively, :  s  your  prudence  mnr  direct  lor  the 
'go6d  of  the  Qommon  oause  we  are  engaged  in,  givM||^  inteUigence  by  ex* 
$ress,  fh>m  time  to  time,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  the  eeromandlng 
vfficer  here,  of  such  things  as  to  you  ahali  appeiur  necessary  to  be  oaoHOi- 
nicated. 

liecommendiQjg  you^  your  brave  troops*  and  righteous  cause  to  dime 
&vor«  we  ar^  air,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Pag€t  Carter  Bramtan^ 

mchard  Bland,  MnTabb. 


f  No.  *.  1 

TEmMntaS9n  6f  Cormelhf  onahh  Cott^iamam. 

FttsnanteK-ToWv,  Makkzaxb,  7 

:fk  C^mthtnee-ChanAtr,  JfbvemSer  33, 1775,) 
Allen  Ccmeron,  Dr.  John  Smith  and  John  Connelly,  beinff>  taken  into  cus- 
tody, were  brought  before  thcrClRnmittee,  and  the  fbUowing  examina- 
tions were  taken  : 
Allen  Cameron,  a  native  of  S^tktod,  whk^  he  left  ibran  aSavof  honor, 
«ame  to  Ytomaa  with  jminMntion  to  pim^hasto  bikok  knda 
fo  to  Itenderson's  fbr  Ukntpuip^se ;  kt  ihidiiy itdiffiooH  to^4ltfia^;h 


ment,  he  agreed  to  accq)t  a  comiiiissioa  as  first  Lieutenant  m  the  r^imrcft 
%>  be  iviMd  "by  licotenidtt-Colotiel  <)oimellv. 

I>r.  John  'Smithy  a  natire  of  Sootkoid,  left  (Carles  comity,  Manlaud,^ 
^iticai  Teaaons,  a«d  intended  to  go  to  the  Mbttssippi ;  but  Ending  it  im« 
practicafbltblie  vent  to  NoHbik,  and  being  induced  by  Lord  Ooranore  with 
pramaestif  preferment,  he  aecqited  the  appointment  trf  Surgeon  to  Colonel 
Connelly's  regiment. 

Mm  CoRneHy^  a  n&^e  of  Umcaster  tovaity^  Pennsylrsmia,  admits  Ids 
letter  tb  Gibson  (copy  Aewn  hhn.)  He  went,  the  25di  July,  ftata  Vort 
I^nmuMre  to  Lord  Dunmore,  and  delivered  hfm  proposals,  m  substance  the 
mane  with  ^e  mtelbimd  in  bb  possession,  and  in  hb  hand  writing ;  tluit 
he  was  sent  by  Lord  Dunmpre  to  General  Gage  with  letters,  and  his  pro- 
posals enclosed  to  Gage ;  that  he  left  Boston  on  the  I4th  or  15ih  of  Sfp» 
tember,  and  returned  to  Lord  Dunmore  in  ttie  middle  of  October ;  that  he 
brougtit  instructions  from  General  Ciage  to  Lord  Uunmore,  who  granted 
bim  a  conuniasion  of  Lieut  Col.  Commandant  of  a  raiment,  to1>e  raised 
in  the  back  parts  and  Canada,  with  power  to  nomhiate  officers,  who  were 
to'be  commissi(Hied  by  Lord  Dunmore ;  that  he  is  now  on  his  wi^  to  -Be- 
troit,  where  he  was  to  meet  his  commission  and  instructions ;  that  he  left 
Xiord.  Dunmore  about  It*  days  ago,  who  had  with  him  two  sloops  of  16  and 
X8  guns  ;  that  the  ship  on  which  Lord  Dunmore  is  aboard,  is  avmed  wi^ 
About  6  or  8  guns  ;  that  a  vessel  of  30  guns  is  daily  e:(pocted  from  ,lamai- 
ca ;  that  Jotm  Smith  never  was  iq)pointed  Surgeon  ;  that  he  told  Smith 
that  if  he  was  the  man  he  represemed  himself  to  be,  it  was  possible  he 
would  appoint  him.  f^  Tme  C4jptf.J 

Jietohed,  Tliat  the  said  Allen  Cameron  and  John  Connelly,  be  kept  Jo 
close  and  safe  custody,  until  the  orders  of  the  Congress  be  Jknown  ;  and 
th&t  the  Chairman  transnfit  copies  of  the  examinations  and  l^apera,  to  the 
Honourable  the  President  of  the  Coi^^iwss,  and  to  the  Conventions  or  Coun- 
eils  of  Safety  of  tlie  Colony  of  Virginia  and  this  Province. 

Jiesohfcfi,  That  Dr.  John  Smith,  be  kept  in  custody  till  the  further  ordert 
6f  this  Committee.  f^  true  copiffiok  the  Minute*, J 


[  No  5.  ] 
Zetter  from  General  Oeorge  fVaOdnpw,  to  Colonel  ffUUafn  fTooftford. 

CAMBatnois,  lOth  Novkmbeb,  1775. 

Dear  Sir — ^Vour  favour  of  the  18th  of  September  came  to  my  hands  ori 
"Wednesday  last,  through  Boston,  and  open,  as  you  may  sup{)o^e.  It  might 
t>e  well  to  recoTl^ct  by  whom  you  sent  It,  in  order  to  discover  if  there  has  not 
been  some  treachery  practised. 

I  do  not  mean  to  flati  er,  when  I  assure  you  that  I  highly  approve  of  y6Ur 
appointment— Til e  inexperience  you  complain  of.  is  a  common  ca^e,  and 
only  to  be  remedied  by  practice  and  close  attention. — The  best  general 
ad\  ice  I  c  -n  give,  and  which  I  am  sure  you  stand  in  no  need  of,  is  to  be 
strict^  in  your  discipline ;  that  b,  to  require  nothing  unreasonable  of  your 
officers  and  men,  but  see  that  whatever  is  required  be  punctually  com- 
plied with — reward  and  punish  every  man  accorain^  to  his  merit,  without 
partiality  or  prejudice.->Hear  their  complaints^  if  well  founded,  redress 
them.— If  otherwise,  discourage  them,  in  order  to  prevent  frivolous  ones. 
— ^Discourage  vice  in  every  stxape,  and  impress  opon  the  mind  of  every' 
man,  from  the  first  to  the  lowest,  the  importance  of  the  cause ;  and  what 
it  is  th^  are  contending  for.— Forever  keep  m  view  the  necessity  of  guai> 
ding  against  surprizes. — In  all  your  marches,  at  times,  at  least,  even  when 
there  is  no  possible  danger,  to  move  with  front,  rtar,  and  flunk  guards,  that 
they  may  be  familiarized  to  the  use ;  and  be  reguUr  in. your  enoampment4» 
appointing  necessaty  guards  for  the  secm^iiy  of  your  camp.  In  abort,  whe- 
ther you  expect  an  enemy  or  not,  thisshoukl  be  practised ;  otherwise  your 
attempts  will  be  confiised  and  awkward,  when  neceaitary.  Be  plain  and 
precise  in  your  orders,  and  keep  copies  of  them  to  refer 'to,  that  no  mis- 
takes may  happen^ — ^Be  easy  and  condescending  in  your  deportment  to 
your  officers,  but  not  too  fiuniliar,  lest  you  subject  yourself  to  a  want  of 
that  respect  which  is  necessary  to  support  a  proper  conmumd. — These, 
sir,  not  beoauae  I  think  you  need  the  advioe,  but  because  you  havebeea 


lines  of  >  our  conduct 

Xs  to  Uie  manual  exercise,  the  crolutions,  manctuTres,  ficc  of  jl  re^ 
ment,  with  other  knowledge  neceiiiuy  to  the  soldier^  you  will  acquire  tbeni 
irotn  those  iiuthors  who  liave  treated  upon  these  subjects,  amoi^  viiich 
Blund  (ihe  newest  ediiion)  stands  foremoflt'--essay  on  the  art  frt"  war— 
inblructions  for  officers  (lately  published  at  PhiladeJphia)— the  Partizais 
—Youngs,  &c.  ' 

My  cofnpliments  to  Mrs.  Woodford*-«hd  that  erery  success  may  attend 
you  in  this  glorious  struggle,  is  the  sincere  and  ardent  wisho^ 
llear  Sit^  your  affectionate  humble  scnrant, 

C£ORGE  WASHINGTON. 


Extrtut  •fa  lentrfrmm  Bdanmi  Paidlet'tny  Pretidaa  ofihe  Cemxntion,  Us 

RtCHMO!f|l,  UlCSXBVS  Ist,  2775. 

SIR— The  conrention  have  had  under  consideration  your  letter  to  Sfr. 
Fage,  with  that  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  to  you,  which  contain  tlie  si* 
tuution  of youfiroops,  and  that  ofLord  Dunmore,  and  his  motley  auxiliiuies. 
They  hare  honoured  me  with  their  commands  to  commnnicate  thdr  •msA- 
e»  to  y^fUy  to  rUk  the  tuccttf  ofvour  arrm  as  Utth  atpotnblt^  ai  ihU  important 
€rui9  f  and  if  your  numbers  do  not,  in  your  judgment,  give  a  moral  jjto- 
bability  of  answering- the  purposes  of  your  mardi,  the\'  desire  you  will  ac- 
cept  the  ofter  of  the  troops  of  NorttuCarolina,  by  sending-  for  their  immfi> 
diate  assistance.    A  counter-proclamation,  &c.  &c. 

•  -  -  •  T  am,  &;c. 

EDMUND  PENDL£TON>  fVeadbrf. 


[  No.  7.  ] 

Wdh,  OR  his  return  from  North  Carolina,  brought  from  Col.  Tail,  a  let- 
ter, containbig'  the  following  information  : 

That  he  had  with  him  aibout  190  eflTective  men,  well  prfl|>ared  with 
•mall  arms  and  cartridges  ;  three  double  fortified  4  poiUHlen,  and  4 can- 
non of  a  smaller  size,  and  about  25  or  ^TO  balls  for  the  4  pounders ;  one  or 
two  hundred  more  at  Cdenton,  for  which  he  had  sent  to  Colonel  Howe^  by 
whom  he  expected  to  be  joined  the  latter  aid  of  the  week,  with  50Q  roeu*; 
he  was  uncertain  whetlier  he  should  be  able  to  biing^  with  him  niGre  than 
2  of  tlie  four-pounders,  and  1  of  die  smaller  size ;  carts  were  difficult  to  be 

Srocured,  but  if  possible,  Woodford  mi^^ht  depend  upon  bdng*  joined  by 
lie  whole — tliis  junction  should  take  place  as  boon  as  they  could  get  along 
—the  cannon  belonging  to  tlie  Carolina  troops  were  not  mounted,  and  they 
had  no  powder  wiui  tjnem,  but  expected  to  receive  300  lbs  ;  tie  men'^ 
atin&  were  indifferent-- there  was  no  kind  of  fUmiture  to  the  *7<»u^^t. 


[  No.  8.  1 

Trtesdljf,  Detcmder  13,  1775. 
Jtefolv^  tmaniniomfyf  Tliat  this  Convention  do  highly  approre  of  Cote- 
Bcl  Woodlbrd*8  conduct,  manifested  as  well  in  the  success  of  the  troops 
under  his  command,  as  m  the  hmmane  treatment  o(  and  kind  attention  to 
tlie  unfortunate,  thougli  brave  officers  and  soldiers,  who  were  made  prison- 
ers in  the  late  action  near  the  Great  Bridge ;  and  tliat  the  President  com- 
municate to  Colonel  Wood^Dfd^  the  sense  of  this  coimty  on  this  occasion. 


[  No.  9.] 

Jnvcnfary  nfArm^^  iukm  Saturday^  9th  Detember,  1775. 
Two  sftver  mounted  Fusees  with  bayonets ;  one  steel  FTwuntf^  Fu2^ 


'^i^liQfat  bayonet ;  24  wdl  fixed  muskets  with  bftyoncfto ;  S8  cartooi&h  bot- 
«8  and  pouches  ;  3  silrer  mounted  cartouch  boxes  ;  2  common  ditto ;  36 
bayonet-belts  ;  27  caps ;  2  hats  ;  1  barrel  with  powder  and  caitrid^ ; 
1  silk  handkerchief  with  linnen  in  it ;  2  watches ;  cash  12«  6</ ;  1  pair  of 
cloves  ;  4  stocks  and  buckles  ;  1  pair  of  silver  shoe  buckles ;  3  pair  ditto 
Khee  ditto ;  2  ^uff  boxes  \  10  knives ;  1  barrel  with  ball  and  oakum  ;-  12 
coats  ;  12  waistcoats ;  11  pair  of  shoes ;  12  pair  of  carters ,  1  pair  of  bree- 
ches ;  1  shirt ;  1  pair  of  stocking ;  a  parcel  of  old  Knee  buckles ;  1  black 
handkeA;htef. 

LIST  OP  STOUBS  FOUND  W  THE  FORT. 

7  guiis,  4  of  which  indifferent ;  1  bayonet ;  29  spades ;  2  shovels  ;  6  can- 
non ;  a  ^w  shot ;  some  bedding' ;  part  of  a  hogshead  of  rum ;  2  or  more 
barrels,  contents  unknown,  supposed  to  be  rum ;  2  barrels  of  bread ;  about 
20  Quarters  of  beef ;  about  a  box  and  a  half  of  candles  ;  4  or  5  dozen  qt. 
bottles  ;  4  or  5  iron  pots  ;  a  few  axes ;  some  old  lumber. 

N.  B.— The  spikes  cannot  be  got  out  of  the  cannon,  witbout  drilling. 


[  No.  10.  ] 
The  circumstance  which  occasioned  the  delay  alluded  to,  was  this »— A 
direction  from  the  Convention  to  Woodford,  to  endeavor  to  procure  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  was,  in  the  bustle  and  hurry  of  the  moment,  mis- 
taken for  an  instruction  from  the  Committee  of  Saforty  ;  so  that  when  Dun- 
more's  proposal  came,  it  was  still  deemed  necessary  to  refer  it  to  the  Con- 
vention. 


[  No.  11.  ] 

To  the  Bight  Honarable  amty^  entUled  tlie  Sont  ofUbertp  andPnperty^  in  and  ^ 
over  the  Colony  and  DonUnion  of  Virginia. 

The  petition  of  upwards  of  250  neutrals,  who  lately  arrived  from  Scotland, 
and  bound  to  Cape- Fear  in  North  Carolina ;  and  by  distress  of  weather 
was  forced  in  Cape  Henry,  and  arrived  in  Norfolk  in  the  ship  Lord  Oonluce, 
Capt.  Robert  Shutter,  commander  j  and  now  lying  in  said  Borou^  with 
their  wives  and  children,  in  distress,  and  not  being  acquainted  with  the 
art  of  war,  are  all  now  lying  in  a  desperate  situation,  and  must  all  certain- 
ly suffer,  unless  i^elieved  by  your  honorable  protection— 

7^herefire»  Your  petitioners  humbly  craveth  your  protection,  that  they 
may  amve  safe  to  Cape  Fear,  by  land,  or  any  other  way,  as  your  honour 
jdtiall  think  proper^and  with  so  doing,  your  poor  petitioners  shall,  as  in 
duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 


[  No.  12.    VMe  page  13k  ] 

The  following  are  extracts  from  letters  tending  to  prove  that^  the  Ame- 
rican declaration  of  Independence  was  the  effect  of  ministerial  oppres- 
sion, and  not  the  result  of  a  preconcerted  plan,  lliou^li  intended  for 
the  bosom  of  private  friendship,  those  letters  may  Intimately  be  con- 
s^ered  as  conveyinj^  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  American  people  at 
that  time.  They  evidence  the  reluctance  with  which  a  separation  from 
Great  Britain  was  contemplated ;  and  do  away  the  idea  held  out  bv  some 
English  writers,  that  <*  Independence  had  long  been  meditated  by  the 
losing  characters  in  the  Colonies,  and  that  they  availed  themselves  of 
the  obnoxious  acts  of  the  British  Government  for  its  assertion.'' 

Thomas  Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  William  Small)  formerly  one  of  the 
professors  of  WUliam  and  Mar^,  but  then  at  Birmineham,  in  England, 
where  he  successfully  applied  his  extensive  scientific  knowledge  to  prac- 
tical improvements,  in  various  manu&ctures,  &c.  dated  May  7th,  1775, 
writes  as  follows: 

"  "Within  this  week,  we  have  recdved  the  unhappy  news  of  an  action  of 
eonsiderabic  magnitude  between  the  King's  troops  and  our  brethren  of 


ru 


^i»^pU!liitiMa»50aortturfiMi«iwwilifc1teEHl.  ^.— 

ThAitNttb-aa  imUor  h^  happened  k, uwioubte^  tbau^  poia^ 
tk»  cmxmmtmcwmsif  Bofcyct  h»»e  rfachMus  with,  ttuth     Thbiaccideflt 
kMboitoflfoiirlmit  A^het  jTniflpwcitfofw^ajid  a.phi^agy  ofrerciye^cqig 
lo  hftiFQ  Mixed  aU  maka  of  p^opiA.*^  it^  lamenteUc  cixci«a«tanoe  that  t]« 
OBfy  SMdktaiy  power  adkn^wMffcd  kjf  both  p«tti«v  inaUad  of  Itadinf  f# 
»pecoiioUi»UDiwbis<diFi4wlpaDpIe»  should  {xuiwit  thoinccndiavf  pmfo^ 
•f  tJiUtblovuifj  «^  the  ftamii%  •&  ve  find  him  contiMptfy  dooiK.  i^  even 
speech  and  public  declaratioiL    This  m»j,  perhaps,  be  inteoiditdto  int^ 
nudate  intoacqviiefeenep;  bat  tbeeiieot  hat  bees  men^  mifiminaMXAj  other- 
wbe.  Jl  iMtUe  ksovlcdge  of  hmnan  iia^u)Pe»  aod  attentsoa  to  ils  oBdiiKtry 
«oricififf8i»  might  have  foreseen,  that  thA  spirits  of  the  people  wese  ia  a  state, 
■i  whiiui  they  werenare  likely  tit  be  provol&ed  thaa  frigbtfnrd  larb^oA 
todcperment  aitd  t>e iU  up  the  measMce  of  icritatioii.    FrQaer3|^tiqaon» 
dividuals  has  been  sebstltat^  bttbe  room  of  just  triaJL    Can  it  he  believed 
that  afDsatefvl  people  wiU  sufiev  those  to  be  consigned  tftexQc«tiQD.wbese 
sole  crime  has  been  dereloping  and  asserting  their  riehts  ?    Had  ihe  Piir- 
liament  possessed  the  liberty  of  reflection,  they  would  hare  avoided  a  mea- 
sure as  impotent  as  it  was  inflammatory.    When  I  saw  Lord  Chatham's  biH, 
I  entertained  high  hopes  that  a  reconciliation  could  have  been  brotight  a^ 
bout    The  difference  betweenliis  terms,  and  those  offered  by  our  Corigress, 
mighthayebeen  aeooBmiedated,  if  entered  on  by  botb  psij^  wiib  aditi|feai. 
tion  to  accommodate ;  but  the  iadignkyof  Iteliamenl*  itstaae»  oatbiMife 
no  oppositiott  to  its  power. — Sbtmge,  tint  aselof  men  wlio  hs:re  onde  sale 
of  their  Tirtue  to  the  minister,  sbeuUyet  taUo  of  retainiag  dignity  !  ** 

Another  letter,  from  the  sane  gentleman^  to^  John  Banfcipii,  the  tmmtt 
Attorney  General,  dated  August  23th,  1775,  contains  the  annexed  passaoe : 

<<  I  am  sorry  the  situation  of  our  country  should  render  it  not  eUigibie  to 
you  to  remain  longer  in  it    I  hop&  the.  returning  wisdom  of  Great  Britain 
will  ere  long  put  an  eiid  to  this  unnatural  contest.    There  may  be  people 
to  whose  tempers  and  dispositians  coatentionmsy  be  pleasing,  and  who  may 
therefore  wisb  a  continuance  of  confusion ;  but  to  me  it  is  of  all  states  b«t 
one,  the  most  horrid    My  first  wish  is  a  restoration  of  our  jusC  rights  t 
ny  second  a  vatum  of  the  happy  period  when,  consistently  Tith  duh^  I 
may  withdraw  myself  totally  from  the  public  eye,  and  pass  t)ie  reft  armr 
days  in  d<miesitic  ease  and  tranquility,  banishing  every  desiTe  ofsfteiwaitis 
eren  hearing  what  passes  in  the  world.    Perlups^  ardour  for  the  latter 
adds  considerably  to  the  warmth  of  the  former  wish.    Loc^ng  with  faid- 
ness  towards  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  I  cannot  help  hoping  yon 
may  be  able  to  contribute  towards  expediting  this  good  woHl    I  think 
it  mu^  be  evident  to  yourself  that  th'e  ministry  hare  been  deceived  by  their 
officens  on  this  side  Uie  water,  who  (for  what  purposes  1  camiot  t^  have 
constantly  represented  the  American  opposition  as  that  of  a  smell  &ct«aiv. 
in  which  the  body  of  the  people  took  little  part.    This  yoa  can  inform 
them,  of  your  own  knowledge,  to  be  untrue.    Thevhave  tncen  itisto  tbdr 
heads,  too,  that  we  are  cowards  and  shaJl  surrender  at  discretion  to  an 
armed  force.    The  past  and  fiiture  operations  of  the  war  must  coi^Srm  or 
undeceive  them  on  that  head.    I  wish  they  were  thoroughly  and  minute- 
ly acquainted  with  every  circumstance  relative  to  America,  as  it  exists  m 
truth.    I  am  persuaded  this  would  go  Ikr  towards  disposing  them  to  r^ 
conciliatinn.    Even  those  in  Parliament  who  are  called  menSt  to  Ameriea, 
seem  to  know  nothing  of  our  re»l  determinations,    fobserve  tl^  pi^onomi- 
ced  in  the  last  Parliament  that  the  Con£|re88of  1774,  didnotroean  to  tmfat 
rij^oroualy  on  the  terms  they  hdd  out,  but  kept  somtthing  in  icsene  to 
give  up,  and,  in  fact,  that  they  would  spive  up  every  thing  but  the  r^i^of 
taxation.    Now  the  truth  is  far  ft^m  Uiis,  as  I  can  affirm,  and  put  my  hi^ 
now  to^  the  assertion.    Tlieir  continuing  in  this  etror  may,  pemapSyBare 
very  ill  couseqn  woes.    The  Cong^ss  stated  the  lowest  terms  they  thsugbt 
possible  to  be  accepted,  in  order  to  convince  the  world  th^  were  not  a5> 
reasonable.    They  gave  up  the  monopoly  and  regulation  of  tnde,  and  aB 
acte  passed  prior  to  176^  lesviagta  British  rtsamniy  to  render  1bese>.st 
some  future  time,  as  easy  to  America  as  the  interest  of  Great  Britain 
could  admit.    I  wish  no  fiuae  sense  of  honour^  no  ignorance  of  our  real  m^ 
tentions,  no  vain  hope  that  partial  conc^ons  of  right  w^  be  acceptjed^ 
may  induce  the  mimstry  to  trifle  with  acccomod^tm,  till  it  shall  be  put 
SHFeooutofourownpower  toaQCQnmK:!4(;te.    U;  indeed*  GreatBritsiD^o^ 
jwied  fropi  her  Cotanics*  be  a  match  m  the  ib^it  potent  mJ^fprn  or  Ai- 
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^%,  yin^i&km€(AotM9  :(hmwn  into  their  scale,  tlier  mny^go  oti  seUui^;     AWEJiiJnr. 
but  iftliey  are  not  asaurcd  of  this,  it  would  be  cerRiin^yunwise,  by  trving 
ftie  event  of  anotlier  campai|5n,  to  rink,  our  accepting  a  foreign  aid,  wtiich, 
perhaps,  may  not  be  obtidnable  but  on  a  condition  of  everlasting'  avulsion 
from  lireat  Uritain.    Tliis  would  be  thmispht  a  hard  condiiim*  to  those  who  ^ 

irisb  for  re-union  with  their  parent  coiuvtry.    1  am  smcerely  on*-0f<hosei  • 

and  would  rather  be  in  dependence  on  (jveat  Hrirain,  properly  limited,  than 
•n  4]ty  nation  upon  earth,  or  than  on  no  nation  ;  but  I  am  one  otthose  too  who 
rather  tlian  submit  to  the  riglu  of  legiElatiiij»;  for  us,  assumed  by  tlie  BHtish 
Parliament,  and  which  late  exp^riei^ce*  hus  shewn  ttiey  will  so  cruellyex- 
ercisCt  would  lend  mv  hand  to  amk  the  wliole  Island  in  the  '»ceun. 

If  undeceiving  the  Minister  as  to  matters  of  fact,  may.  chancre  his  dispo- 
sition, it  will,  perhaps,  b^  in.f  our  power,  by  assistintr  to  do  tliis,  to  render 
service  to  tlie  whole  empire,  at  the  most  critical  time,  certainly,  Uiat  it  ha« 
ever  seen.  Whetlier  Britain  shall  continue  the  head  of  the  greatest  em- 
pire on  earth,  or  shall  return  to  her  original  station  in  the  political  scale  of 
Europe,  depends  perhaps  on  the  resolutions  oi  the  succeeding  wmter.-*- 
God  send  they  may  be  wise  and  salutary  for  us  all !" 

^Lgain,  in  a' letter  dated  PliiladetphLi,  November  29,  1775,  and  addrcM- 
ed  to  the  same  John  Randolph,  Mr.  Jefferson  says  : 

♦<  '  you  will  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you,  that  Ijord.    * 

Bunhiore  has  commenced  hostiJities  in  Virginia.  The  people  bore  with 
every  tiling,  till  he  attempted  to  biuTi  the  to\\'n  of  Hampton.  They  oppos- 
ed and  repelled  him  with  considerable  loss  on  his  a^de,  and  none  on  ours^ 
It  has  roused  our  countrymen  into  perfect  phrenzy.  It  is  an  immense  mia- 
fortune  to  the  whole  empire,  to  have  a  King  of  such  a  disposition,  at  such 
a  time.  We  are  told,  and  every  thing  proves  it  true,  that  he  is  the  bitter- 
<ist  enemy  we  have.  His  Minister  is  able,  aiwi  tiiat  satisfi^  me  th^t  ignor- 
auceor  wickedness  some  where  controtils  him.  In  an  earlier  part  of  thb 
contest,  our  petitions  told  him,  that  from  our  King  tliere  was  but  one  ap- 
|»eal.  The  admonition  was  despised,  and  that  appeal  forced  on  us.  To 
undo  his  empire,  he  has  but  one  truth  more  to  learn,  that  after  Colonies 
have  drawn  the  sword,  there  is  but  one  step  more  they  can  take.  That  ^ 
artep  is  now  pressed  upon  usby  the  measures  adopted,  as  if  they  weve  afraid 
we  would  not  take  it.  Believe  me,  dear  sir,  tliere  is  not  in  the  BriUsh 
tropire,  a  man  who  more  cordially  loves  a  union  with  Great  Britam,  than  I 
do  ;  but,  by  the  Grod  thai  made  me,  I  will  cease  to  exiiit,  before  I  yield  t<> 
a'connexion  on  such  terms  as  the  British  ParliHraent  propose ;  and  m  this  I 
tli'mk  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  America.  We  want  neither  inducentcnt 
nor  power  to  dechu'e  .ind  asserl  a  separati«m  from  Great  Britain.    It  is  will 

•  This  is  undersro#d  to  have  alhuied  to  a  bi'l,  parsed  by  the  House  of 
Lords  at  theii-  preceding  session,  excepting  from  the  benefit  of  any  gene- 
ral pardon  which  might  be  offered,  certain  individuals  by  niioie.  Mr.iifon- 
tag^e,  then  Agent  for  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia  (which  place 
was  procured  for  him  by  the  interest  ot  Peyton  Handoiph,  Speaker  of  the 
House,  and  bifi  early  and  intimate  friend)  extracted  the  substance  of  the 
bill  and  the  nsunes  excepted,  and  enclosed  tlie  extract  .o  Peyton  liandolph. 
Among  the  persons  excepted,  were  Hancock  and  one  or  both  Adams's,  hi 
notorious  leaders  of  the  opposition  in  Massacb»it>etts,  Patrick  Hcnrj- as  thu 
same  in  Virginia  ;  Peyton  Randolph,  as  President-  jf  the  Ocner.sl  Congs-e?^^;  »^ 

at  Philadelphia  ;  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  as  autlior  of  a  proixinition  to  tl...i  *| 

Convention  of  Virginia  for  an  adib-css  lo  the  King,  irr  which  was  maintain- 
ed, that  there  was  in  right  no  link  ol' union  between  England  and  the  Colo- 
nies, but  that  of  the  same  King  ;  and  that  neither  the  Pai'lL^menl,  nor  any 
other  functionary  of  that  government,  h:.d  any  more  rij^^ht  to  exercise  au- 
thority over  the  Colonies,  tlian  over  tl»e  Klecorate  of  Hanover  ;  yet  ex- 
pressmg-,  in  conclusion,  an  acquiescence  in  rea^on.^ble  I'Cstrictions  of  com- 
merce, for  the  benefit  of  Great  Brit;iin,  a  c  mviction  oTthe  mutual  advan- 
tages of  union,  and  disavowal  of  the  wish  for  st;pai*anon.  The  C<Kivcntion, 
detiiring^  ti>  ;kVoid  wluit  was  unconcilialory,  waved  tlieconaiderati;m  ofthearU 
dressin  form,  but  the  members  individ\i;dly,  h  d  it  r  rinvcrt,  Mr.  .UHersoa 
being  prevented  by  sickness  trom  aitendinj^  the  Conrenti  )n.  Scvcml  <>- 
ther  persons  were  excepted  in  ihe  same  bill  ;  but,  about  this  time,  infor- 
mation  of  occurrences  in  America  pr«^euUii;^*  a  serious  »::;ject,  liic  iluu&e 
of  Commons  never  acted  on  the  bid 
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UfWxmva^    alon*  wIMi  It-  «Milifif»«na  tW  is  ^rrovrinir  i|Hkm^  wdtr  tift 

liand  of  otir  Rin^— One  bloody  caimpujn  wiU  probkbly  decide  everlastingu 
ly,  eiir  future  course.  I  am  Borry  to  find  n  biobdy  CAiopiupi  b  decided 
^  If  our  winds  and  waters  ihoold  not  ccMnbine'to  re»cue  their  aiiorev 
from  ttljiTerVy  and  Gcr'tral  Howe's  rcbifei-ocn.eit  sltould  nrrivc  in  nS^ty^ 
we  tiave  hopes  be  will  be  iii^:pinted  tn  ci^me  oia  ^A  fiojiion,  and  t&ke  ano* 
Iher  druHbing' ;  and  we  roost  diMb  liim  80!jn(liy,  before  the  &cepieredtf« 
rant  wiil  know  we  are  not  n.er^  brutes,  to  ci  ouch  under  liis  liLndy  andUi 
the  rod  with  wiucti  k«deii|^s  to  soour^^e  ikb." 


[  ^:o.  13.  ] 

ftrlracf  bfa  tetter  from  Mr.  SetTerson  to  Edmmd  Pendleton,  on  1^  ntitf^et  wf 
hu  retigrtation  oj  hi*  seat  in  Ctstigresi,  after  hearing  of  his  re-^tfoitoment. 
"  .  .  I  am  sorry  ihe  situation  oi  ray  domestic  aitair:.,  renders 
Jl  indispensably  neces:jary  liiiit  I  show  d  solicit  the  sulsituiion  oFso^veo* 
ther  peraon  here,  iu  my  room.  The  delicacy  o:  tlie  House  wilJ  not  rtq..ire 
BO  to  enter  minutely  into  the  private  causes  which  r^itdei  thjt  Ticcc»sa« 
ry.  I  trust  they  will  be  satisfied  I  would  not  have  urged  it  a^in^  were  it 
not  unavoidable.  I  shall  with  cbeeriolne^i  co'itiniicm  duij  cere  tiil  the 
expiration  of  our  year — by  which  time  I  hope  it  will  be  coiivenient  idr  my 
•uccessor  to  aitcml.** 

On  the  10th  of  October  following;,  tlie  General  Assembly  appointed  Ben* 
jimiin  Hariiaona  Delegate  to  the  Comtiiiental  Corigi-ess,   in  tbe  room  of 
Mr.  .IcfTerson.    A  hij^ ii  coir.piiment  was,  at  ihe  sane  time  bestowed  on  him^ 
for  his  (bnner  conduct  in  Mu-  important  tru^t  tb  which  he  was  recalled. 
399  Jwumal  of  the  Uous^  ofJ}elegsUes  oJ  Virgima,  Mm  Dmnim,  1776— ^mfir^  8L 


[  No.  i^.  ] 

Several  sch ernes  were  proposed  fbr  a  new  tf  al.  We  filid,  in  ofQr  does' 
sients,  the  tbllowing,  in  l)r.  Franklin's  hand  writing  : 

MOSES— standing  on  the  shore  and  extending  his  hand  over  the  tei^ 
thereby  causing  tiie  iame  to  overwhelm  Pharaoh,  who  is  sitting  in  mn  o- 
ptn  chariot,  a  crown  on  his  head,  and  a  sword  in  his  har.d:  Ray^  front  a 
Inilar  of  fire  in  the  clouds,  reaching  to  Moses,  to  express  that  he  acts  by  the 
•ommandof  the  Deity 

3l0<vo— Bebettidi  to  Tyrants,  tn  obedience  to  God. 

Another  Coat  of  Arms  for  Vir^nia,  was  deviied  by  Mr.  De  C^etiere  of 
.  PhiUdelphia. 

Fl£LI>^-«  cross  of  Si.  Geor^  (as  a  remnant  of  the  ancient  Coat  of  AnB% 
shewing  the  origin  of  the  Virg'inians  to  be  English)  having  in  the  center  a 
ihnrp  pointed  knife,  in  pale,  blade  argent,  luindle  or,  alluding  to  the  mane 
the  Indians  have  given  to  that  siare 

In  the  fi.l  quarter  ai'ar*nt,a  tobacco  plant  fleiiry,  proper. 
In  the  second  argent,  two  wheat  shears  in  salioir,  pfoper. 
In  the  tliird  argent,  a  stalk  oflndian  corn,  full  ripe,  proper. 
In  thefonrth  velt,  four  fasces  waved  argent,  alluduig  to  the  4  grett 
risers  of  Virginia     •  '  ,      ^ 

N.  B.  T]\e  pieces  contained  in  the  abo%'e,  may  very  wdl  sdmit  of  adif> 
fereni  di&posaaon,  if  tliooght  neccbt^^uy,  and  more  emblematical  or  hebd- 
die  J. 

SUPPORTERS— Dexter,  a  figure  dressed  as  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elisa- 
beth, represeniing  Sir  Walter  R.At-lei.^,  phmting  with  his  right  hand  the 
staDd.ird  of  Liberty,  with  the  words  Magna  Charta  written  on  it,  and  witli 
his  Icfl  8up{)o)  ting  the  escutcheon. 

siNISTKli— A  Vu-ginian  rifleman  of  the  present  timet,  completdy  ac- 
coutreti 

CURST— The  crest  of  the  ancient  arms  ofViTginik-the  breistof  a  Vir- 
gin naked,  and  crowned  wiih  an  antiqiie  cro^ii,  alluding  to  Queen  £Ux^ 
beth,  it)  wh  •  e  rei^i  tJ.e  country  was  dibcvjvered. 

Motto — It  -bcilion  to  ly rants  in  obedience  to  Gud  ;-K»r,  Rexewt  qui  a^ 
^emnmihabet,  ,  (Suggested  l^  Mr.  .JefientriO| 


VIRTUIfi,  the  genius  of  the  CominoDwealtb,  dtes^ed  like  an  A.m4Zon, 
9estiiM^  on  a  spear  with  one  hand,  and  holdings  a  sword  with  the  other,  and 
treadm^  on  Tyranny,  represented  by  a  man  prostrate,  a  crown  &llen  from 
ki0  \  e^U  a  broken  chain  in  his  left  hand,  and  a  scourge  in  his  rig^t 

In  \  he  esergoQ,  the  word  VirgimOf  over  the  hiMd  of  Virhu  />  and  imder- 
^ealh,  nc  temper  ttframtU. 

On  the  reverse*  a  group  ;  Ubertat  with  her  vtmd  hxySipileuMy  in  the  mld^ 
die;  on. one  side  Ceret^  with  the  Cornucopia^  in  one  hand,  and  an  ear  of 
vthtki  in  the  odier  ;  on  the  othtr  side,  Etertdtaa  with  the  Obtbe  and  Pirn*- 
•fcr. 

in  the  exer^n,  Dmu  J^ofrit  hmc  oitiafedL 

On  JubfSOthf  Mr.  John  Pnge  -wroU  thut  to  Mr.  T%oma$  Jejferoon  : 
We  arc  very  much  at  a  loss  here ,  for  an  oigraver  to  make  our  seal.  Mr. 
Wv'.he  and  myself  have,  therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  apply  Uy  you  to  tm- 
ais't  in  this  business.  Can  you  get  the  work  done  in  Philsulelphia  ?  If  you 
cun,  we  must  jpet  the  favor  of  you  to  have  it  done  immediately.  The  en- 
closed will  be  all  the  directions  you  will  require  The  en;jraver  may  want 
to  know  the  size  TbJ-  you  may  de'wermiT\e ;  unless  Mr.  Wythe  should  di- 
rect the  dimensions.  He  may  also  be  at  a  loss  for  a  Virtus  and  Libertcu^ 
fcut  you  inav  reier  hin^  to  Spencers  Polynwtio,  which  must  be  in  some  Libr»- 
H^  in  Pliil;»delphia,  &c.  &c 

The  delay  which  attendetl  the  execution  of  this  new  seal,  caused  a  lair 
to  be  passed  by  the  fiist  lepubljcan  a^embly,  empowering  the  Govemov 
ft)  issue  commis/ions,  ntiioui  the  seal  of  the  Ci*mnionweaim  ;  and  to  con- 
irm  those  already  issued. 

In  October,  1779,  an  tie*  wa«  passed,  for  having  the  above  engraved,  ei- 
IhtT  in  America  or  Etir^.pc,  oitty  cnanging  tlie  mri  to  on  iht  rtverse  to  iWv 
anwroiufe.'— *^The  present  seal  is  generally  knowm 


STf  A  of  Edward  III  Chap.  XVIL 

A  merchant  atranp^er,  shall  not  be  impeached  tor  another's  debt,  bat  uf^. 
«n  good  cause,  meiclisnts  of  enemies  countries  sell  their  goods  in  conv<» 
•ient  time,  and  dcpirt 

Item — That  no  meicbant  stranger  be  impeached  for  another's  trespa«8y 
«r  for  another's  .debf:,  whereof  he  is  not  debtor,  pledge  or  mam  person. 
Prwided  always,  that  if  our  liege  people,  merchants  or  othera  be  enda* 
joa^ed  by  any  Lordaof  strange  latids,  or  iiieir  suojects,  and  the  said  Lordt 
duly  required,  fkil  of  righ.  to  our  s;ud  suojects,  we  shall  have  the  law  of 
Maimie,  and  of  taking  them  again,  as  lias  been  used  in  times  past,  without 
.fraud  or  deceit ;  and  in  case  that,  debate  do  rise  (whichiGod  defend)  be- 
twixt us  and  any  Lords  of  strange  lands,  we  will  not  that  the  people  and 
merchants  of  the  said  Lmds  be  suddenly  subdued  in  our  said  realm  and 
lands  because  of  such  debate,  but  that  the>  be  warned,  and  proclamatioa 
thereof  published,  that  they  shall  void  tlie  said  realm  and  Lands,  with  their 
goods.  Freely,  within  forty  days  after  the  warning,  ai>d  proclamation  so 
made ;  and  th!at,  in  the  mean  time,  they  be  not  impeactied,  nor  tot  of  th^ir 
passage,  mt  of  making  their  profit  of  the  same  merchandize^  if  they  will 
aeil  them.  And  in  case  that  for  de&ult  of  wind  or  of  ship,  or  for  aicknesi^ 
or  for  other  evident  cause,  they  cannot  avoid  our  said  realm  and  lands  with* 
In  so  short  a  time,  then  they  tliall  have  other  forty  days,  or  nnore,  if  need 
be,  within  which  they  may  pas«  conveniently,  with  •elling  their  mtrchan- 
4ize»  as  afore  is  said. 


[  No.  16,  1 
**  I  rejoice,''  nys  Mr.  John  Adams,  in  a  fetter  to  Mr.  JefTerMn,  datefl, 
Philadelphia,  May  36,  1777,  "  to  hear  that  your  battalions  are  so  far  filled 
as  to  render  a  draught  of  the  militia  unnecessaiy.  It  is  a  dangerous  mea*- 
sure,  and  only  to  be  adopted  in  great  extremeties,  even  by  popular  goviemr 
aents.  Perhaps,  ia  such  |:oTtroftiints>  drauglite  wiU  A9r«  be  made  bet  th 


Antimu,  msei  nAi««  thefieople  themselves  see  the  necessity  of  them.  Sndi  dran^to 
*pe  widely  dif?  erent  from  those  made  by  monai-chs,  to  cany  on  wkP*  in  which 
the  people  can  see  no  interest  of  iheirown,  nor  any  otherobjcct  in  view  than 
the  gratification  of  the  avarice,  ambivion,  ckpnce',  envy,  revcng-e,  or  vajjiiy 
of  a  single  t^Tant  Draughts  in  the  Massachusetts,  as' they  have  been  there 
manag-ed,  have  not  been  very  unpo|>ul^r  ;  for,  the  persons  drang-hted,  are 
oommq^y  the  wealthiest,  who  become  oblig'ed  to  j^e  larj^  premiumi 
to  their  poorer  neif^hUnirs  to  take  their  pbcM." 


[No.  17.  ] 
What  these  reports  were,  could  not  be  precisely  ascertained. 

A  letter  from  R  U  Lcs^  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  dated,  Philadelphia,  Ifovlr. 
3",  1776,  contitins  tiie  following  paragraph  : 

"  1  have  been  informed,  tliat  very  malip^nant  and  very  scandakHis  hkits  and 
Snuendoes  concerning'  me,  have  been  uttered  in  the  house  From  the  jus- 
tice of  the  house,  1  sliould  expect  they  would  not  suffer  the  character  of 
an  ubsent  person  to  be  reviled  by  any  sLjiderous  tonfyue  whatever.  Wheq 
lam  present,  I  sii^ll  be  perr'cctly  satisfied  with  the  justice  I  am  able  to  d* 
myself.  From  your  candour,  sir,  and  knowledge  of  my  politicai  move- 
ments,  I  hope  such  mis8talin|^  as  may  luippen  in  your  prebonAe^  wiU  be 
reoiified. 


[  No.  18.  ] 

On  one  side  of  tl/is  medal,  is  the  portrait  of  G.  Gates,  with  these  words  . 
Soratio  Gates —  Dud  siremto,  covutia  ^imencaiia.  On  the  reverse,  Bur^royne 
is  represented  in  tJie  act  of  surrcndeiing  his  sword  to  Gates.  In  tlie  back 
gTound  ai'C  the  two  armies,  American  and  British.  Above,  we  read,  saiut 
reyioium  sepienHon.  \nd  under  tlie  figures,  Ifost4  ad  Saraiogam  in  tkditi^ 
tiem  accepl9.    Die,  xvli  Octobiis^  Mocci^xiLVii. 


[  No.  19.  ] 

Bxtractfrom  tlie  Journal  of  ttic  House  of  J)ehffatet,  January  2^h,  1778L 

Ortiereti,  tliat  die  Olcrk  of  the  house  do  tmnsmii  a  copj-  of  the  several 
papers,  filed  in  tlie  office,  relating  to  the  claim  of  Richard  Henderson  & 
company,  and  of  the  Indiana  company,  to  George  Mason  and  Thomas  ,|ef- 
ftrson,  Esqr's. 

Whereas,  it  is  of  tlie  greatest  importance  to  Uiis  commonwealth,  *hat  the 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands,  to  which  no  person  having^  just  claim, 
should  be  disposed  tor  the  purpose  of  creating  a  sinking  fund,  in  aid  of  the 
taxes  for  discliarging  the  public  debt,  and  to  the  end  tliat  the  claims  to 
unpatented  lands,  under  tlie  former  or  present  govei-nmept,  may  not  in  the 
roe  in  time  be  increased  or  strengtliened. 

Mcaolvetl^  That  every  enUy  with  Uie  coiintry  surveyor,  or  survey  here- 
after made  in  the  countrj*,  upon  tlie  Westcini  waters^  under  >ny  pretence  or 
title  whatsoever,  until  tlie  Land  Office  shall  be  established,  and  the  man- 
ner and  terms  of  granting  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  a.«certjdned,  shall 
be  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and  that  no  person  hereafVer  settling  in  the  coun- 
try, upon  the  suid  Westeni  waters,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  land  or  pre- 
cmjilion  of  land,  for  such  settlement,  without  paying  for  the  same  suck 
Consider.Jion  as  shall  be  ascertained  by  tlic  Geiieral  Assembly,  so  as  no 
family  be  entided  .o  more  tlum  400  acres.    • 

Resolved,  aiso,  I'hat  all  persons  claimiiMT  any  unpatented  lands  on  the  said 
Wes  em  waters,  by  order  of  CouiKil,  shall  lay  tlie  same  before  the  General 
Assembly,  \)n  or  before  the  20th  day  of  tlicir'next  session,  and  be  at  liber- 
ty in^he  me,in  time,  to  take,  Uie  depositions  of  any  witnesses  th^  may 
CThoose  to  examine,  to  such  cbdms,  giving  reasonable  nouce  thereofto  the 
pcrsqn  appointed  by  tlie  Governor  and  Council  to  attemlsuch  examination 
in  uie  county,  onbenalf  of  the  commonwealth,  in  ca&c  such  persons  sliall  be 
itppomtcd* 


APPE?mTX.  -*  .  XL 

The  eventg  which  toolc  place  m  Virjyinia,  w\i\Ht  Th&mas  Jeferwn  Ww 
Governor  of  the  State,  having-  excited  much  attention,  and. often  been  mis* 
represented,  the  fbllowin^  remarks  and  documents  may  prove  acceptable 
to  the  inquisitive  and  c^did  reader  : 

It  was  Mr.  Jefferson's  fortune  to  fill  the  office  of  Governor  of  VSr^nia, 
during*  the  most  perBous  and  disastrous  period  of  the  revolutionaiy'  war. 
Thepapcf  money  was  rapidlv  losing  its  credit  ;  the  State  was  almost  «li*: 
armed,  by  the  troops  it  had  nimishcd  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  and 
by  other  events  of  the  war  ;  thcContinental  army  had  become  too  inconsi* 
derable  to  afrord  it  any  important  aid^;    enlistments  had  nearly  ceiis^t 
drafts  had  become  the.  mode  of  j2^ettin|r  men  ;    the  resources   of    Ckm- 
jfreas  ^'ere  nearly  dry,  and  even  food'and  raiment  for  an  arm)',  could  only 
be  obtained  by  means  equallv^micertain  and  unpopular.    In  this  situation^ 
the  State  was  i.ivaded  by  successive  veteran  armies,  more  numerous  than 
it  could  arm,  equip  and  feed.    To  resist  these  invasions,  the  militia  for  a 
lon^  time,  constituted  the  only  force,  tlie  resort  fo  which  was,  of  coursci 
limited  by  the  deficiency  of  arms      Many  efforts  wcfe  used  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son to  make  it  as  effective  as  possible.     Pi-equent  orders  for  that  purpose 
were  given  to  the  Colonels  of^ counties.    When  si^nt  into  the  field,  Mr.  Jcfr 
ferson  callorl  ipto  service  a  number  of  officers.  Who  had  resigned  or  been 
thi-oNvn  out  of  public  employment,  by  reductiona  6F  Continental  regiments 
for  want  o^men,  and  g^ve  them  commands  ;  an  expedient  which,  logethef 
with  the  aid  of  the  old  soIdiei*8  scattered  in  the  ranks,  produced  a  sudden 
aiul  hig"hly  useful  degree  of  skill,  discipline  and  subordination.    The  coun- 
tenance bestowed  bv  this  measure  upon  the  small  militia  armies,  had  a  vi«  - 
'  sible  effect  in  clieckinaf  invasions,  by  causing-  the  Britifo  troops  to  renuiin 
in,  or  withdraw  to  the  Tower  country,  and  sometimes  to  abandon  the  State. 
But,  as  the  destitution  of  resources  rendered  it  impossible  to  keep  tliesc 
militia  armies,  small  as  they  were,  constantly  in  the  field,  when  one  inva- 
sion ceased,  the  Sifate  soAn  became  exposed  to  another,  which  could  not 
be  ins'antly  resisted,  as  the  lower  country  was  incompetent  to  that  end— 
Thus  exposed  and  harassed,  exertions  on  the  part  of  Virfj-inia,  for  helping 
the  Carolines,  became  also  necessary.'    These,  though  farther  distressing^, 
were  made  to  a  great  extent.    Men' were  drafied  for  the  regular  regiments, 
and  considerable  detachments  of  the  militia  were  sent  to  Oie  South,  and  a 
number  of  horses,  essentially  necessary,  were  suddenly  obtained  bvsan  ex* 
pedient  of  Mr.  Jefferson's.    Instead  of  using  a  mercenary  agency,  he  wrot« 
to  :in  individal  (generally  a  member  of  Assembly)  in  each  of  the  counties 
where  they  were  to  beh;id,  to  purchase  a  specified  numl)er»  with  the  then 
expiring  paper  money.    This  expedient  met  with  a  success,  higliiy  impor- 
tant to  the  common  cause     Whilst  sucb  exertions  were  making  to  assist 
other  States,  and  to  defend  our  Eastern  borders,  Virginia  had  also  to  op- 
pose a  powei'ful  enemy  on  its  Western  fi-onti^r.    The  English  and  Indians, 
after  sundiy  incursions  of  the  usual  savage  character,  were  contenipWiing^ 
alarming*  enterprizes  in  that  quar;ei*     These  were  arrested  by  Clarke's  ex- 
pedition into  their  own  country  ;  an  expedition  projected  by  Clarke  him- 
self, and  fostered  by  Mr  Henry  and  Mr.  Jefferson.     Few  enierpnzes  of. 
the  revolutionary  war  were  bolder,  more  usefid,  or  tended  more  to  an  en- 
largement of  territory  at  the  peace.  But  Virginia,  exhausted  liy  her  efforts 
to  ass'ist  her  sister-States  ;  almost  stript  of  arms  ;  without  money  ;  harass- 
ed on  the  East  and  on  the  West  with  formidable  invasions,  became  dissa- 
tisfied and  discouraged.     Many  symptoms  of  this  appeared,  wliich  it  i§ 
needless  to  specify,  but  of  which  th6  writer  has  found  irrefragable  proo&, 
even  in  the  public  at  chives.    At  length,  a  powerful  army  under  Comwallis 
was  poured  into  Virginia,  which  was  only  aided  by  an  inconsiderable  rcgu- 
4ar  force  under  I^  Fayette ;  and  the   Vssembly  was  driven  by  the  en«my  o- 
ver  til e  mountains  to  Staunton.     \t '.his  juncture,  some  of  its  members 
turned  their  eyes  towards  a  dictator ;  and  measures  for  effecliug  the  pro- 
ject were  suddenly  taken,  with  the  zeal  inspired  by  a  belief  .liat  its  execu^ 
tion  was  necessary  to  save  tlie  country.    An  individual,  highly  conspicu- 
ous for  his  talents  and.  usefidness  through  the  anterior  scenes  of  the  great 
revolutionary  drama,  was  spoken  of  as  the  proper  person  to  fill  tJie  cont«ih- 
plated  office',  to  introduce  which,  it  was  necessaiy  to  place  Mr.  Jefferson 
hortt  de  combat.    For  this  purpose,  the  misfortunes  of  tfie  peribd  were  as- ' 
cribed  to  him  ;  he  was  impeached  in  some  loose  way,  and  a  day  fi)r  ROiiie  , 
species  oi' healing,  at  the  sUccesdiug  session  of  Assembly^  was  appointed. ' 


Howtrcr  tli!s  Wit»  M  evidence  itet  «ver  offered  to  neldb  A«  1 
ment ;  no  quesiiMi  was  ever  tiJten  upon  it,  duclosh)^,  xm  tbe  part  of  the 
AftemUy,  anv  appiobxtion  of  the  meteiire  t  md  the  hearing  wms  appoiiiftk 
ed  by  j^eneni  coni eat  for  the  purpose,  «s  many  memben  exprewed  xheoh 
'  eeWes,  to  g^iye  Mr.  Jefferson  an  rpportur^ty  or  demonstrating  the  absunU* 
ty  ofthe  censure.  Butthe  inpeachment,  sour  as  was  the  temper  of  the 
lle^nslature,  failed  to  produce  the  tjaro  ends  it  had  in  ritWp  namely^  to  fmi 
do  an  Ml*.  Jeffiersont  and  to  put  up  the  project  for  a  Dictator.  The  pube 
•fthe  Assembly  Was  incidentlymt  in  debates  on  the  state  of  the  Commoii- 
vemlth,  and,  out  of  doors,  hy  personal  conversations.  Out  of  these  m  fer* 
ment  gradnaUy  arose,  which  fereiold  a  Tiolent  opposition  to  any  spccieaof 
Dictatorship,  snd,  as  in  a  previous  instance  of  a  shnilar  attempt,  the  vpprt* 
Ikension  of  penkmal  danger  produced  a  rdinquishroent  of  the  scheme. 

Whilst  uiese  things  were  going  on  at  Staunton,  Mr.  Jeflerson  was  in 
Bedford,  and  neither  interiened,  nor  was  af^lied  to  by' the  Assembly^  Uw 
jBformation  touching  the  chari^  a^piinst  him ;  but  a»  soon  as  the  pcoject 
Ibr  a  Dictator  was  dropped,  his  resignation  of  the  GoTem?nent  appeared. 
This  pn>duced  a  nawseene  Many  of  the  memben  talked  of  rejecting 
him.  Beyerul  of  his  warmest  fiiends,  s^enuously  opposed  it,  upon  tb# 
grounds  that,  as  he  had  divested  himself  of  the  government  to  heal  the  di- 
▼isions  of  the  Letrislature,  at  that  perilous  season,  for  the  public  ^^ood ;  and 
to  meet  the  accusation  upcm  ec^uai  ternis,  for  his  own  hoMNir,hi8  motives 
were  too  stronr  to  be  relinquisbed,  and  too  fiur  to  be  withstood.  Stil^ 
though  Generei  Nelson,  the  most  popular  man  in  the  State;  and  witboul  «a 
enemy  in  the  Legi»hiture,  was  nominated,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  As- 
sembly voted  for  Mr.  Jefferson.  rhe*two  considerations  just  stated,  ahm* 
freveic.cd  h'ts  re-election. 

.  On  ihe  day  appointed  for  the  hearmg  before  mentioned,  Mr.  Jeffcrsot 
appeared  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  having  been  intermediately  elected  a 
IT  ember — To  Mr  G.  Nicholas, 'who  had  urged  tbe  impeachmtot,  aD4 
who  hi^  since  paid  to  him  an  homage  equally  honourable  to  both.  fSee  6. 
^ich9ku^»  letter  to  hie  coMtiiuefUt  /  Jtentuckjf.J  He  bad  previously  requested 
some  iiiformation' relative  to  the  cJi4rges  intended  to  be  brou^t  against 
Lhn,  hi'd  communicated  his  answers  to  the  same.  At  the  autumnal  seau> 
4m  o.  the  Gaiiend  Assembly,  Mr.  Jeff^ersoa  rose  in  his  seat,  addressed  the 
House  in  general  terms  upon  the  subject,  and  expressed  his  readiness  to 
•leet  any  itcci^ations  that  should  be  pretered  againi»t  him.  Silence  ensued 
«>^Not  a  werd  of  censure  was  whispered  After  some  pause,  m  reaoluvkn 
was  prc^osed,  and  passed  unsnjmously,  approving  .Mr.  Jefferson's  conduct 
as  Governor  of  tiic  State  {  and  the  impeaclunent  wa|no  mote  heard  e^viv- 
10  revived  for  the  purposes  •f  per^  and  calumny. 


The  foRowing  papers  arc  connected'  with  the  above  note  : — Ttptr  (A.)  r^ 
lates  to  Am<»fd*s  inva.sion.  Paper  (B.)  containa  the  infonnation  re- 
quested by  Mr.  .Tefferson  firom  Mr.  G.  Nicholas,  and  his  answers  there- 
to. Paper  (C  )  is  a  copy  of  the  approbatory  resdution,  before  men- 
'tMoed. 

[A,] 

(Kxtraet  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Diary,  in  ITSI ) 
1780— Sofun^,  December  3U  8  o'ddck,  A.  M Received  first  mtelli. 

gence  that  2F  sail  were  in  the  momine  of  the  S9th,  just  b^w  Wiilou^^ 

iby  Point^Sent  off  General  Nelson  with  fiill  powers. 
1781— Jamiory  1.— No  intelligence. 

2, 10  o^chek,  A.  JIf.— Information  from  N.  Burwell,  that 

their  advance  waa  at  Warrasqueak  Bay  -  Gave  orders  for  militia— knic  third 

from  some,  and  one  half  from  other  counties — Assembly  rose. 

JVedMtday,  3,  8  •'dbcA?,  P.  M Received  letter  from  E.  Archer, 

Bwans'  Pohit,  that  at  12  o'clock  that  day,  they  were  at  anchor  a  litUe  below 

Jamestown.    At  $  o'clock,  P.  M.  same  day,  t  had  received  a  letter  from  t. 

Andrews  for  General  Nelson,  that  they  were  at  Jamestown  the  evening  of 

tbeSd. 

Thareda^t^S  9*cMhA.M Mr.  Bppes  and  fomily,  &e.  cameandii. 

I<*med  mefrom  the  Speaker, that  they  had  pasted  JLma&aH  and  He^d^ 


JiStVM&L  Mi 

'Mlir«,^e  behaving  mftde  Ibr  tHtm  tt  1  oaolodE,  P  M  of 
tlieSd,  nnd  tiie  ^nd  shifted  to  B.  stroi^  They  had  not,  however,  pass- 
fld  Hood's,  btit  aachorcd  at  KennoD'a*— Cdled  the  whole  milkia  finom  the 
adjacent  countiea.  I  was  then  anxioua  to  know  if  thisj  woiUd  ptisa  Weat* 
0itet  or  not,  as  that  would  shew  the  side  they  weuld  land 

Sod.  die, 5  o*cMb,  P,.  ^—-Learnt  by  Captain  de  Ponthiere,  tha^  at  W 
•'dock^  P.  M.  they  were  drawn  up  at  Westover.  I  then  ordered  arras  and 
•tores,  &c.  fwhich  till  then  had  been  carrying  to  Westham)  to  be  thrown 
across  the  river  at  Richmond ;  and,  at  faklf-afler  T,  P.  M.  set  out  to  th« 
I^oundery  and  Westham,  and  set  Captain  Boush,  Captain  Iri^h  and  Mr* 
Hvlton,  to  see  every  thing  waggoned  from  the  \f  agaaine  and  Laboratory  to 
Westham,  and  there  thrown  over — to  work  all  nifi^ht  The  enemy  encainp* 
•d  at  Four-mUe-CredL-^I  went  to  Tuckahoe  ana  lodged. 

January  5.-«— Early,  went  over  the  river  with  my  nimilv— sent  them  up 
myself  to  Fme  creek— went  to  Westbam-^gave  orders  fer  withdrawing 
ammunition  and  arms  (which  lay  exposed  on  the  bank  to  the  effiectof  ar* 
tilUry  from  theoppcunie  shore)  behind  a  point— Then  went  in  sight  of 
Manchester— 1  lad  a  view  of  the  enemy,  and  my  horse  failing,  I  borrowed 
•ne— Went  to  CUietwood*s,  appointed  by  BarOn  Steubco  as  a  Hcndezvous 
and  Head  Quarters,  but  finding  him  not  there,  and  understanduig  he  would 
go  to  Colonel  Fleming's^  I  proceeded  there  for  quarters.  l*ho  enemy  ar« 
rived  in  Richmond  at  1  o'clock,  P.  lA.--One  regiment  of  inianoy  and  30 
kmve,  proceeded  without  stoppings  to  the  Foundery-^4>umt  that  and  th# 
Magazine  and  Hallandine's  hous^  and  went  as  far  as  Westham.  They  re«< 
tttpied.  that  evening  to  Richmond— sent  me  propositaons  to  oom^und  fot 
liioperty.*  *" 

January  6.— In  the  morning,  they  burnt  certain  houses  and  stores  and» 
at  12  o'crock  of  that  day,  left  Richmond,  and  encamped  at  4  ACle  Cre^ 
I  went  lo  Westham— ordered  books  and  papers  particularly,  ■  from  maga- 
aine    in  the  evening,  I  went  up  to  Pine-Creek 

Jaituary  7—1  returned  to  Westham,  and  then  came  dowa  to  Manches* . 
ter,  where  I  kx^ed.    The  enemy  encamped  at  Westover  and  Berkley. 
It  had  rained  excessively  the  pi*ecedmg  nigfat,  and  contiifiect  to  do  so  till 
about  noon.— Gibsan  has  1.000  men    Steuben  800— Duvis  200— Nelson  25C 

Jatmary  8.— At  half  a^^r  7,  A.  M.  I  returned  to  Richmond.   The  wind  ' 

Sts  about  this  time  to  N.  W— a  ^ood  gale— in  the  afternoon  /becumea 
sterly.  The  enemy  remain  in  their  Up  encampment.  General  Nelsoa 
at  Charles  GSty  Court^Uouse.  Colonel^.  NichoUs  with  300  men  at  tk« 
Vorest. 

January  9.-«^ll  o'clock— Thift  wind  is  S.  E.  but  almost  ftatliing.  The 
enemy  rcmam  at  their  last  encampment  ^  except  embarking  their  norse. 

*    Jatmnry  10. At  I  o'clock,  P.  M  tb^  embark  infantry,  and  &U  down 

€ie  river,  the  wind  having  shifted  a  little  North  of  West,  and  pretty  fresh. 
Baron  Steuben  gets  to  B.  mills  to  nig^ht,  9  miles  short  of  Hood. 

January  11.— —>8  o'clock,  A.  M.    The  wind  due  West,  and  strong. 


hosa  svsTAVfm  bt  the  public. 

/The  papers  and  books  ef  the  Cdpicil  since  the  revolution. — ^The  papevt 
ef  the  Auditors,  but  not  their  boOks-  5  brass  field  pieces,  (4  pounders > 
which  had  been  sunk  in  tlie  river,  but  were  weighed  by  the  enemv — itboat 
150  arms  in  the  Capitol  lefV— about  150  in  a  wa|^n  on  the  Broolc-road— 
about  five  tons  powder,  and  some  made  ammunitioA  at  Magazine— sonw 
small'  proportion  of  the  linnens,  cloths,  &c. — some  Quarter-Mastei^'s  btores, 
the  principal  article  wus  120  sides  of  leather — some  of  the  tools  in  tiie 
Artinccrs  shops — Foundry — Magazine — PubUc  store — Q.  Miistei^s  store^- 
S  waggons— 4  Artificer's  shops,  public  property— 1  Artificer's  shop,  pri- 
Tate  property. 


*  On  this  p^int,  we  have  heard  Mr.  Jefferson  state  that  two  individuals 
were  deputed  to  him  by  Ainold,  to  propose  his  allowing  the  British  to 
bring,  unmolested,  a  certain  number  of  vessels  to  Rockets,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  away  tobaeco  and  other  articles,  and  threatening  confia* 
gration,  in  case  of  .f^  remal.  The  degrading  pn^poMd  was,  et  eours^ 
rcjeeiei 
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; 

Okkai&n.^-tUht  flcncral  Washin^on's  inft>nnation  was,  that  ad  anWi^ 
kation  wat  takinc  plape  destined  for  thit  $tate, 

.^nrwer.-^Uis  intbnnation  was,  that  it  was  destined  for  th^  Southward 
as  was  ^iven  out  in  New-York.  Had  similar  informations  frpm  General 
Washing-Ion  and  Confess  been  considered  as  sufficient  ground  at  all 
times  for  calliii?^  the  militia  into  the  field,  there  would  hare  bear  a  stand- 
ing army  of  militia  kept  up ;  because  there  has  utver  been  a  time  since 
the  invasion  expected  in  December  1777,  but  what  we  have  had  tbose 
intin  ations  hanring  over  our  heads  The  truth  is,  that  Gen.  Wasl;ntjrton  al- 
ways considered  it-as  his  duty  to  convey  everj'  rumour  of  an  embi^riudion; 
but  we  (for  some  time  past  at  least)  never  thought  any  thing  but  actus! 
invasion  should  induce  us  to  the  cxpfncebf  calUng  the  tDilitia  into  the 
field;  except  in  the  case  of  December,  1779,  when  it  was  thought  proper 
tc\  do  this,  in  order  to  convmce  the  French  of  our  disposition  to  protect 
their  ships.  Inattentioh  to  this  ne^essar^v  economy  in  the  beginning,  wtSki 
fiup  towards  that  niin  of  our  finances  which  followed. 

Qtirrif. — ^When  were  the  post  riders  established  last  simimer  ? 

^/juwer.— They  were  established  at  Continental  expence  to  convey 
■peed>  information  to  Confess  of  the  arrival,  of  the  French  fleet  then  ex- 
pected here.  When  that  arrivad  at  Hhodc-Island  these  cxpences  were 
discontinued,  They  were  again  esUiblished  on  the  invasion  of  October, 
and  discontinued  when  tliai  ceased,  and  a^ain  on  the  first  intimatitm  of 
the  invasion  of  December.  But  rt  will  be  asked,  why  were  they  not  estab* 
lished  on  Gen  Washing:ton*s  letters*  Because  those  letters  were  no  more 
than  we  had  received  upon  many  fbi-mer  occasions,  and  would  kive  led  te 
m^erpetual  establishment  of  post  riders. 

OA/Vctiofi.—It  a  proper  number  of  men  had  been  put  in  motion  on  Mon- 
day for  the  relief  of  the  Lower  Country,  and  ordered  to  march  to  Willimns- 
liuVg,  that  they  would  at  least  have  been  in  the  neiglibourkood  of  Bichma  d 
oh  Thursday. 

^nnpc^Th border  could  not  be  till  Tuesday,  because  we  then  received 
our  first  certain  information.  Half  tl»e  militi^  of  the  Couitties  round  about 
'  Richmond  were  then  oi'dered  out,  and  the  whole  of  them  on  the  4th,  and 
ordered  not  to  wait  to  come  in  a^±>odv,  but  in  detachments  as  they  couki 
assemble.  Yet  were  thei-e  not  onf'rifiay  more  than  20O  collected,  and  they 
were  principally  of  the  Town  of  Richmond. 

Objection. — ^That  we  had  not  signals. 

Ajmecr. — ^This  though  a  favoriie  plan  of  some  gentlemen,  and  perhaps 
a  practicable  ooe,  has  hitherto  been  thought  too  difRcitlt. 

Ol'jcetion.'^lLh^t  we  had  not  look-outs.* 

Jijis-wei\ — There  had  been  no  cause  td  order  look-outs,  more  than  bai 
beer  ever  existing  Hiis  is  in  fact  asking  why  we  do  not  ahi'ays  keep 
look-outs. 

0<^'ec/Jon,~That  we  had  not-heavy  artillery  on  travelling  carriage*. 

Jlfuver.'^'the  gentlemen  who  acted  as  Members  of  the  Board  of  War  a 
twelve-mouth,  can  answer  this  question,  by  giving  the  character  of  the  Aiw 
tificers,  whom  during  that  time,  the)^|||^d  never  get  to  ro6Unt  the  hca^ 
artillery.  The  same  reason  prevein^tJieir  being  mounted  from  May, 
1780,  to  December.  We  have  even  been  imable  to  get  tbosf  heavy  can- 
non moved  1ro«n  Cumberland  by  the  whole  energy  of  government  A  like 
difficulty  whiah  ocoilrrfd  hi  the  removal  of  those  at  S.  Quay  in  their  day, 
will  convince  them,  of  tlie  possibility  of  this. 

Objection. — ^That  there  was  not  a  body  of  militia  thrown  into  PortsiDoutbi 
the  Great-Bridge,  and  iuflblk. 

Atmver — In  ,ihe  Summer  of  1780,  we  asked  the  favor  of  Gen.  Xd]«»nn  to 
ooll  toj^etlier  the  County  Lieutenants  of  the  Lower  Counties,  and  concert 
tlie  several  measures  that  should  be  taken  for  instant  opposition  on  any 
invasion,  until  aid  could  be  ordered  by,  the  Kxecutiv^,  and  these  County 
I^ieutcnants  wefe  ordered  to  obe\'  his  call  He  did  so  the  first  momeoc 
On  wit:  Saturday,  iJecentier  31,  5  6*doch,  A.  M.)  of  our  receiring  inlbrmv 
tion  ol  the  appearance  ot  a  flee;  in  the  Bay.  We  asked  tlie  tkvor  of  Gen. 
J^ekon  to  go  down,  which  he  did,  with  full  powers  to  Call  together  the 
roiUtia  of  any  Couittics  lif^tlioMirht  proper  :  to  c.;ll  on  the  keepeni  of  arv 
public  arms,  or  stor^  aid  lo  adopt  lor  the  instant  such  measures  as  ex^ 
Jgcucics  required  unui  we  could  be  better  iji.ujrmcd. 


-•       ;       APPBSJHX.  XV. 

Queiy  'iniy  were  not  General  Nelson  and  the  brave  officen  with  huD»     ^rmnax» 
partjGularly  mentioned? 

wffutoev— What  should  have  been  said  of  them  P  The  enemy  did  not 
land,  nor  give  them  an  opportimity  of  dcMnr  what  nobody  dnnbts  they 
would  have  -lone,  that  is,  somewhat  worthy  oroeing  minutely  recited. 

Query — Why  publish  Arnold's  letter  without  General  Kelson's  answer  ? 

JhwMver-^Ask  the  printer     He  got  neither  from  the  Executive. 

Ofr^ctf^fi— As  to  the  calling  out  the  militia,  and  that  not  till  kte. 

Jh»9wer^lt  U  denied  tliat  they  were  few,  or  late— 4700  men  (the  num- 
ber required  by  Baron  Steuben)  were  called  out  the  moment  an  invasioa 
was  known  to  have  taken  place,  that  is,  on  Tuesday,  January  2. 

ObfecHon—Tlie  abandonment  of  York  and  Portsmouth  fortifications. 

JSfuwer^^How  can  they  be  kept  without  regulars  on  the  large  scale  on 
which  they  were  formed  ?  Would  it  be  approved  of  to  harrasa  the  mUitia 
with  garnsoning  themi 

,  [  c.  ] 

Tha  following  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  both  Houses  <tf 
the  Genoid  Assembly  of  Virg^ia,  December  19,  1781 : 

Betoived^  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  General  Assembly  be  given  to 
our  former  Governor  Tbojlib  Juvaasov,  Esq.  for  his  impartial,  upright 
and  attentive  administration,  whilst  in  office.  The  Assembly  wish  in  The 
stroiig^t  manner  to  declare  the  hifi^b  opinion  which  they  entertain  of  Mr. 
JavrsBSOiHa  ability,  rectitude,  ana  inleHrrity»  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  mean,  by  thus  publicly  avowing  their  opinion,  to  ob* 
riate  and  to  remove  aU  unmerited  censure. 


iY 
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Fage  75.    The  ezaminatioii  of  Conndty,  &c.  tus  been  inadrertetttlf  tufTtred  ta  re^ 
Aia  here,  instead  of  Dunmore's  letter,  alluded  to  in*  the  text 

83.  JPbr 'RandoldhV  read  '  Randolph  V 

84.  <  Stated  that  aavare*  <  Stated  that  tA^  savage.* 
103.          *  Mass  of  distress*                                ^Mass  of  morof  distress.* 

Ibidem   •    'Even there'  *EvenUien.' 

Ibidem        <  Causes  and  the  mtnner*^  'And  in  the  manner.' 

115.  'Nominated'  •^  Appointed.* 

134.    o:^  Na  13  of  the  Appendix  ii  connected  with  the  note  at  the  bottom 
of  thispage 

150.         '  Ever  zealous  desire*  '  Over  zealous.*^ 

189.  01^  Supply  the  marginal  Index.,...lk'clalorMi/tcA«me. 

190.  •^Stunness*  'Sternness.*  \ 
'  334-    a^  Our  St/fwfm9  reiened  to  in  the  note,  has  been  mavoidabljr  sop- 

pressed,  as  mentioned  in  the  Pre&ce.  ' 

326.  'Appendix,  No.  33*  *No.  17.* 

336.         Contents  of  Chap.  XL  11th  Ihie,  for  'Cums  Esopus*  read  'Bum» 

Esopos.' 

346.         'Appendix  No.  33*  .  'No.  18.' 

358»    (^  The  No.  of  the  Appendix  heife  erroneously  referred  to,  hat  been 

suppressed. 

360.  « Appendix  N0..3*  'No.  19.* 

i  369.    Q^  'The  No.  of  the  Appendix  referred  to  in  this  page,  has  been  sup-* 

pressed. 

375.         'Sundon*  'Simeon.* 

Ibidem       The  No.  of  Appen£x  mentioned  in  the  note,  has  been  retrenched. 
306.  Supply  the  ma^§;inal  Index...  .Jllilirory  meaftfrst. 

338.  The  bottom  notes  should  be  transposed  by  the  reader :  viz.  read  the 

laat  note  to  the  first  reference*  instead  of  the  second,  as  printed,  kc 
342.  'Rome*  'Roam* 

348.  '  Demaubniers'  '  DememtUrW 

385.         The  port  df  the  Appendix  here  referred  to,  has  been  necessarily 

tfOppressed^  on  account  of  its  great  1  ngth. 

1 391.  DittS.  Ditto. 

44i.         'CtMtfoders's*  '  Canufmdem.* 


<  ^' 
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